
Easter Sunday
Ole Hallesby

“Who was delivered up for our trespasses, and
was raised for our justification.” (Romans 4:25)

as ter Sunday re cords the great est event in the his tory
of the world.
Made alive in the Spirit, Je sus breaks the por tals of
Hades and opens the way from the dark val ley of

death to the fair land of life.
The power of death is now bro ken.  The pow ers of

death must sur ren der also to the body.
That is what hap pened on Easter Sunday, when the

body of Je sus was raised from the dead.
This is won der ful.
But the Easter Gos pel has a still more glo ri ous mes sage

to us who are not only marked by death but are also in our -
selves death-sen tenced crim i nals.  It pro claims to us that the 
bodily res ur rec tion of Christ is God’s own sig na ture af fixed 
to the let ter of par don which Je sus ap plied on our be half.

When God ush ered Je sus out through the por tals of
death and brought forth His body from the tomb, He made it 
clear to heaven and earth, yes, to hell also, that He had put
His seal of ap proval upon that rec on cil i a tion with the race
which was ef fected by the death of Je sus.  There fore the
apos tle says:  “Raised again for our jus ti fi ca tion.”

Here we have Easter’s most joy ous mes sage:  my ac -
quit tal pa pers with God’s own sig na ture af fixed thereto
have been ready and wait ing for me since Easter morn ing. 
If I stand be neath the cross of Je sus, I can read the charge
that was against me; but I can see also that it has been trans -
ferred to my Sav ior’s ac count.

In His open tomb I find again my God-given proof that

Je sus has paid for my sins, and I am free.
Who is he that condemneth?  It is Christ Je sus who

died, yea rather, who was raised from the dead, who is at the 
right hand of God!  Al le luia!

Taken from God’s Word For Today by Ole Hallesby,
Copyright 1937, Special Permission granted by Augsburg 

Publishing.

Note:  Easter gives us the great est news we can hear.  The
great est news is that Je sus has fully atoned for our sins
through His death, and now He de feats the ef fects that sin
brought to the hu man race.  Peo ple fear the grave and death
and the thought of an un known eter nity.  Yet Je sus si lences
those fears be cause He has de feated the power of death and
the con se quent fear that goes along with it.  “Since then the
chil dren share in flesh and blood, He Him self like wise also
par took of the same, that through death He might ren der
pow er less him who had the power of death, that is, the
devil; and might de liver those who through fear of death
were sub ject to slav ery all their lives.” (Heb. 2:14-15)

Now any one who will come to Je sus in re pen tance and
faith can live with out the fear of the grave and the ques tion
of eter nity an swered.  This is how we can have a sure hope
for the fu ture.  When peo ple won der why Chris tians can be
so sure about death and eter nity, it is be cause we know
some one who has al ready been there.  Christ points us both
to the open grave and the open heaven to say: “Be cause I
live, ye shall live also!”  “I am the res ur rec tion and the life:
he that be liev eth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he
live!”  “In My Fa ther’s house are  many man sions: . . .  I go
to pre pare a place for you” (John 14:19; ll:25 14:2).
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When Je sus rose from the
dead, an en tirely new era dawned
on the world; a New Tes ta ment
was of fered to men in which the
most per sis tent and over pow er ing 
ter ror, the cring ing be fore the
grave, was re moved for all who
ac claim Je sus as their Sav ior.
What trem bling the thoughts of
death of ten pro voke! Clas sify the
fears and pho bias of men in any
way you will; add up the fright
caused by sick ness, age, loss, im -
pris on ment, dis honor, and the
sum to tal will be far be low the
heart-sink ing sur ren der to de -
spair, which of ten marks life’s
end.

Has the deep est sor row, be -
reave ment, dark ened your home?  
Does it seem to you that the last
glim mer ing joy of your life has
dis ap peared with the death of a
loved one?  In stead of ques tion -
ing the Fa ther’s love and good -
ness in al low ing your loved one
to be snatched away by death, dry
your tears, strengthen your heart
through Christ, and re mem ber
that Easter proves that God’s way
with His chil dren is al ways the
road to re demp tion and vic tory!
Be hold Je sus emerg ing from the
tomb and take heart in the Easter
com fort that all God’s chil dren,
through Christ, will come forth to
life eter nal!

Com mit your selves wholly to 
the risen Christ this Easter season, 
the time es pe cially ap pro pri ate
for ded i ca tion to the Sav ior.  Take
your sins and weak nesses, lay
them at the foot of the cross, has -
ten to the open grave, and there
you will find new ness of life, for -
give ness of your trans gres sions, a
for ti fy ing of your faith, and the
joy of as sured sal va tion!  For
Easter is yours for life and death.

        JRH
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Church Discipline
– Chs. 5 and 6 (1 Corinthians)

(Continued from last issue of the Morning Glory)

The Dis ci pline – Ch. 5:3-8

The Au thor ity – Ch. 5:3, 4 
Al though ab sent in the body the apos tle has al ready de -

cided what is to be done.  The as sem bled con gre ga tion with
the ap os tolic au thor ity of Paul and in the name of (which
means “in the pres ence of”) the Lord Je sus, is to dis ci pline
the sin ner.  We no tice here the rec og ni tion of the au thor ity
of the as sem bled con gre ga tion.  With the ex cep tion of cases 
when the Spirit Him self steps in di rectly as in Acts 5, the
au thor ity is vested not in any in di vid ual as over and above
the rest, but in the com mu nion of saints, the priest hood of
be liev ers.  This not be cause of any in her ent vir tue in them
but be cause of the in dwell ing pres ence and power of the
liv ing Christ (see Matt. 18:18-20).

The Man ner – Ch. 5:5a

The pre scribed dis ci pline seems to us very se vere.  So
also the dis ci pline meted out by the Spirit Him self in Acts
5.  We are also re minded of God’s deal ing with Achan in
Joshua 7.  Sen ti men tal ists, not see ing be yond the im me di -
ate wel fare of the in di vid ual dealt with, will plead for mercy 
and ap peal to the God who is Love.  God, how ever, takes
the long view, both in re gard to the sin ner and the body of
which he is a mem ber.  There fore, as we shall see later, the
se vere pun ish ment.  He is to be de liv ered unto Sa tan for the
de struc tion of the flesh (Cf. 1 Tim. 1:20).  He has yielded
his body to sin.  Now sin with out the re strain ing grace of
God through the means of grace in the church, is to bear its
ul ti mate fruit in that body.  Note how real Sa tan and his
king dom is to the apos tle.

The Pur pose – Ch. 5b – 8

The pur pose, how ever, is not to get re venge but to save
the in di vid ual from hell and the church from cor rup tion;
“that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Je sus.”
Better that the body be de stroyed and the spirit saved as a
re sult of true re pen tance than to save the body and keep the
sin ner in his im pen i tent con di tion (Cf. Mk. 9:43-48).  Ac -
cord ing to 2 Cor. 2:5-10 we find that this se vere treat ment
was not in vain.  It brought about over much sor row.  He was 
there for given and re in stated as a mem ber of the church. 

The pur pose was not only to save that in di vid ual’s soul
but to purge out a leaven which threat ened to leaven the
whole lump.  Leaven is or di narily used in the Bi ble as a
sym bol of sin.  There fore the eat ing of the un leav ened
bread at the Pass over.  This ex plains the ref er ence to the
feast in this con nec tion.

An Ex pla na tion – Ch. 5:9-13

The apos tle has ad mon ished the Chris tians not to have
fel low ship with the sin ners as re ferred to above.  This might 
be mis un der stood.  As long as the Christian is in the world
he can not es cape as so ci a tion with sin ners of dif fer ent types.  
It was not with ref er ence to sin ners in gen eral the apos tle
wrote.  He wrote con cern ing the fel low ship with sin ners
who claimed to be Chris tians and yet per sisted in their sins.  
To eat as a brother with such would in volve a sanc tion of
their con duct and thus sup port them in their sins.  The out -
sid ers God will judge.  In re gard to our re la tion to these an
ad mo ni tion is found in 2 Cor. 6:14 – 7:1.

Law suits – Ch. 6 

The prin ci ple of love is to gov ern them.  They be long to 
a body of be liev ers who, by vir tue of their high call ing, are
even to judge the world and an gels. …

In the sec ond place, the courts of that time were hea -
then, void of any Chris tian prin ci ple.  The judges were un -
be liev ers who were “of no ac count in the church.”  …

The So lu tion – Ch. 6:7

The Chris tians would, how ever, not solve the dif fi culty 
sim ply by ac knowl edg ing this in con sis tency.  No, they are
to rec og nize the fact that for a Chris tian it is in it self in con -
sis tent to have law suits with a brother.  Not that dif fi cul ties
may not arise, but if so, Chris tians ought to be will ing to
suf fer wrong rather than to dis honor the name of God by
unbrotherly con ten tions.  The Chris tian is not un der all
con di tions to in sist on his rights.  If it can fur ther the cause
of Christ, better that he suf fers loss, he is to be will ing to do
so.  Oth er wise he may suf fer a greater loss spir i tu ally by his
in sist ing on his rights.

The Warn ing – Ch. 6:8-11

There is an easy step from fight ing for one’s own rights
to that of over step ping the rights of oth ers, from guard ing
against be ing de frauded to de fraud ing.  There fore, be on
guard lest you be found among the un righ teous who thus
will for feit the king dom.  Well for the Christian to keep in
mind one’s for mer state in sin and what a glo ri ous priv i lege
one has en tered into through Je sus Christ.  Hav ing been
washed, do not again re turn to the mire (2 Pet. 2:22).

Mem ory Verses 

“Or know ye not that your body is a tem ple of the Holy
Spirit which is in you, which ye have from God?  And ye are
not your own; for ye were bought with a price: glo rify God
there fore in your body”  1 Cor. 6:19, 20.

Taken from A Study Guide; 1 Corinthians 
by O. Gornitzka’. 
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Questions Evolutionists Can’t Answer
“The tongue of the wise makes knowledge acceptable, but the mouth of fools spouts folly.”

(Prov. 15:2)

On Feb ru ary 4, 2014, there was a de bate in Ken tucky
on Cre ation ver sus Evo lu tion.  Bill Nye, the Sci ence Guy,
ar gued for the Big Bang The ory, which states that ev ery -
thing be gan with par ti cles of mat ter and gas com ing to -
gether.  In one big “Bang,” ev ery thing started into pro cess.  
Af ter this, the ti ni est life forms evolved over bil lions of
years into all the dif fer ent life forms that we have to day. 
This is the com monly ac cepted the ory to day in most
schools.

Ken Ham, Di rec tor of An swers in Gen e sis, pre sented
the Cre ation model from the Book of Gen e sis.  In this
model, God cre ated ev ery thing out of noth ing by the
Power of His Word alone.  He cre ated the heav ens and the
earth, plant life, an i mal life and ev ery thing nec es sary to
sus tain it.  Fi nally, on the sixth day, He cre ated man kind in
His own im age.  All of these cre ations were fully
developed and ready to be gin liv ing and re pro duc ing from 
the start.  God did this in six 24-hour days, just like the
days that we have to day.  Ken ar gued for a “young earth”
cre ation, where the earth is n’t bil lions of years old, but
about 6,000 years old.

Af ter both sides had a time to pres ent their ar gu ments
and then a time for re but tal, the mod er a tor had ques tions
from the au di ence which he ad dressed to each of the pre -
sent ers.  Bill Nye was asked, “Where did the par ti cles at
the Big Bang come from?”  What was the an swer from
this man who has de voted his whole life to study ing sci -
ence and pro mot ing all of the cur rent sci en tific the o ries
that are pres ent to day?  His an swer was this:  “This is a
great mys tery.  You hit the nail on the head.  What was be -
fore the Big Bang?  . . .This is what com pels us to get up
and go to work in the morn ing is to try and solve the mys -
ter ies of the uni verse.  We are driven to try to an swer this: 
Where did we come from?  What was be fore the Big
Bang?”  In oth ers words, he was say ing, “I Don’t Know.”

This is where the peo ple who sup port the Big Bang
The ory run into trou ble.  They say that in the be gin ning
there was noth ing, and then there were par ti cles and gas -
ses that came to gether for the Big Bang.  But where did
these par ti cles and gas ses come from?  They are forced to
ad mit that their own rea son ing has painted them selves
into a cor ner.  They must be forced to ad mit that at some
point noth ing cre ated ev ery thing.  That’s right.  Some -
thing came from noth ing.  In fact, if they are truly go ing to
be con sis tent, this is what they are forced to be lieve: 
Noth ing, work ing on noth ing, work ing with noth ing, with

no power and no knowl edge, cre ated ev ery thing that we
have to day!  No won der Bill said, “I Don’t Know.”  Is n’t it
amaz ing that some of the keen est minds can spout forth
such folly?  Even a child can rec og nize that some thing
does n’t come from noth ing!  Ken had no trou ble point ing
out that the Bi ble has the an swer in the first verse:  “In the
be gin ning, God cre ated the heav ens and the earth.” (Gen.
1:1)

Oh, but the fal lacy is n’t over yet!  Bill was also asked,
“Does con science come from mat ter?”  In other words,
af ter the Big Bang sup pos edly hap pened, then there must
be con scious life com ing from mat ter that is with out any
life.  It is only  mat ter and can’t think, rea son, de cide or do
any thing on its own.  It is dead and life less.  If evo lu tion is
go ing to work, then at some point dead mat ter must be -
come life.  Bill an swered this:  “I Don’t Know.  This is a
great mys tery.   … The joy of dis cov ery.  That is what
drives us.  We don’t know where con scious ness co mes
from, but we want to find out. . . . The na ture of con scious -
ness is a mys tery I chal lenge the young peo ple here to in -
ves ti gate that very ques tion.”  Here he was di rect in
an swer ing that he does n’t know.

Ken said that there is a book that tells us where life
and con science came from.  In Gen e sis 2:7 it says, “And
the Lord God formed man from the dust of the earth, and
breathed into his nos trils the breath of life, and man be -
came a liv ing soul.” (Gen. 2:7)  God cre ated man in His
im age and this sep a rates them from all the other cre ation. 
This is how man kind gets life and con science.

Even a child knows that you don’t get life and con -
science from a dead hunk of mat ter.  Go ahead and ques -
tion a rock or a glass of wa ter about any thing and see what
kind of a response you get!  It is so ut terly ab surd that you
can’t even be lieve that peo ple would con sider such a
thing.  Yet this is what many of the keen est sci en tific
minds to day be lieve!  Even harder to be lieve is that this is
the com monly ac cepted the ory to day by al most all schools 
and peo ple of higher learn ing!

The model that sci ence pres ents is not a log i cal nor a
work ing model.  It is an empty the ory that is full of holes
and does n’t even make any sense.  The sci ence model
turns man kind into an an i mal that is sim ply on a higher
evo lu tion ary plane.  Is it any won der that when peo ple are
taught this, they behave like an i mals?

The Bi ble model is the only one that an swers ev ery as -
pect of the world and man kind.  God cre ated ev ery thing
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out of noth ing by the Power of His Word.  He then brought 
it into a com plete work ing world with ev ery thing in place
to sup port life.  He then brought forth life in the earth and
na ture.  The of ten re peated phrase through Gen e sis 1 is
“they re pro duce af ter their kind.”  God cre ated full, com -
plete and work ing plants and an i mals which had the abil -
ity to re pro duce right from the start, and to re pro duce
“af ter their kind,” which means “ac cord ing to the seed that 
is in it.”  Trees re pro duce trees and mon keys re pro duce
mon keys.  Mon keys don’t reproduce to be come men.

This is what sep a rates man kind from all the an i mal
world:  We are cre ated in the im age of God.  This means
that we have the abil ity to think, rea son, cre ate and live
with a pur pose.  It also means that we are ac count able to
God for what He has given to us.

God cre ated Adam and Eve as full, com plete peo ple
with full re-cre ative abil i ties from the start.  In fact, in
Gen e sis 4:1, it says “Now the man had re la tions with his
wife Eve, and she con ceived and gave birth to Cain, and
she said, ‘I have got ten a manchild with the help of the
Lord.’”  They did n’t need to wait for bil lions of years for
this to de velop.  Man kind would have died off if they
were n’t able to re pro duce im me di ately.  This is an other
im pos si bil ity of evo lu tion.  At some point (in their think -
ing), a sin gle celled amoeba or plank ton had to de velop
into both male and fe male spe cies with dif fer ent re pro duc -
tive or gans.  How did these be ings con tinue to re pro duce
for the mil lions or bil lions of years it took for these or gans
to de velop?  Or how did they eat and elim i nate their waste
for all those years that it took to de velop a di ges tive tract? 
The sci en tific model is nei ther log i cal nor pos si ble.

To the read ers who have ex tended fam ily who are be -
ing chal lenged in school or col lege about evo lu tion being
the cor rect un der stand ing, they need only ask the in struc -
tors these ques tions for which they have no an swer.  The
Bib li cal model is the ONLY work ing model and the only
one that makes a lick of sense!

You can see the full de bate by log ging onto
Youtube.com and typ ing in “Bill Nye De bate” in the
search bar.

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Moses and Aaron among his priests, and
Samuel among them that call upon his name;
they called upon the LORD, and he answered

them.  Psalm 99:6

In ter est ingly Sam uel’s name means “heard of God”
(1 Sam. 1:20).  Sev eral times he cried out to God and,

“The LORD heard him”  (1 Sam. 7:9, 8:6; 15:11).  Usu ally 
it was on be half of oth ers.  Sam uel’s es ti ma tion of the im -
por tance of prayer is summed up in these words,“God for -
bid that I should sin against the LORD in ceas ing to pray
for you” (1 Sam. 12:23).  Is there some one you should be
pray ing for to day?                                  Pete Smith 

How sweet, how blessed is the thought,
That Thou dost hear Thy peo ple’s cries!
And whether Thou does give or not,
‘Tis love that grants and love de nies.
        Au thor Un known 

Ed i tor’s Note: Verse 24 “‘Only fear the LORD, and
serve Him in truth with all your heart; for con sider
what great things He has done for you.’”

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Thou gavest me no water for my feet …thou
gavest me no kiss …my head with oil thou

didst not anoint.   Luke 7:44 – 46

Si mon had the Lord right in his home!  Yet he gave
Him no per sonal at ten tion, not even the com mon cour te -
sies of the day.  He missed a won der ful op por tu nity be -
cause his heart was not in the right con di tion.  This too can 
be the case at the Lord’s Sup per.  He is there in our midst
and yet sometimes we don’t rec og nize Him.

We have noth ing to of fer, not even, “Thank you Lord,
for sav ing my soul.”  Like Si mon we can al most ig nore the 
Sav iour.  May we see Him with the eye of faith, re mem ber
how He has for given us, and at what cost, and lav ish all
our love upon Him in praise and worship.

If now, with eyes de filed and dim, we see the
signs, but see not Him; 

O, may His love the scales dis place, and bid us
see Him face to face!

         Charles H. Spurgeon
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“Let us with caution indulge the supposition
that morality can be maintained without

religion.  Whatever may be conceded to the
influence of refined education on minds of
peculiar structure, reason and experience

both forbid us to expect that national
morality can prevail in exclusion of 

religious principle.”

George Wash ing ton – Fare well ad dress, 1776.
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Ed i to rial 
RES

What IF???
James 5:7 - 12

As far as ‘my mem ory’ re calls, I have never rid den in a
pas sen ger train; but what IF I had only missed the train
leav ing by FIVE min utes: WHAT IF??

What IF the LORD laid on my/your heart to ‘wit ness’ in
spo ken word and I ‘failed’ to do so, and that per son died
the next day! Mat thew 4:19.

A cou ple of def i ni tions of the word IF from the dic tio nary
are: 1). A pos si bil ity, con di tion or stip u la tion, 2). Grant -
ing at: If that is true, what should we do?  USAGE NOTE: 
In in for mal writ ing both IF and WHETHER are stan dard
in their use to in tro duce a clause in di cat ing un cer tainty af -
ter a verb such as ask, …

Some years ago my wife and I had a def i nite time with
which to catch our ride on a spe cific Air plane and ‘our’
son was driv ing their ve hi cle of trans port ing ‘us’ to the
Air port and sud denly far out in the ru ral area there was a
large traf fic jam caused by an ‘ac ci dent’ a long ways
ahead of us.  Well by the time we got to the ‘air port’ time
was at a def i nite pre mium and thus ‘we’ tried to run down
a long cor ri dor.  When we got to the ‘air’ at ten dant my
‘better-half’ asked IF we had missed the plane!  “NO, but
lady take a deep breath for we don’t do CPR’s!’   

BEFORE you read any fur ther, I re quest that you first
read an other ar ti cle in this is sue of the Morn ing Glory ti -
tled “What IF.”  (Right af ter this ed i to rial)

At times a true ‘be liever’ feels very lonely and longs for
Chris tian Fel low ship (and rightly so)!  Ecc. 4:10.

Fairly fre quently a per son hears/reads that you should be
a ‘salt/light for ‘our’ Sav ior: but the BIBLE says YOU
are.  See Mat thew 5:14 -16.  

“OUR” Ad ver sary is very good in tell ing half-truths: for
ex am ple; Gen e sis 3:1-7, as when He got Eve (first) to
stop, look, lis ten and fi nally took.  

An other sub tle ex am ple is the state ment: ‘we are in the
world, but not of the world’!  Sounds bib li cal, but you
won’t ac tu ally find such a Bi ble Verse OR that clean li ness 
is next to god li ness.

An other is: ‘He’s al ways there’.  NO there can come a
time when God gives up on an in di vid ual/na tion!

Prov erbs 1:24 -33, Isa iah 55:6 – 7, Luke 19:41 – 44, He -
brews 2:1 – 3, 3:12 – 15.  This is the  Hard en ing of a per -
son’s heart!

Even in semi-quot ing Scrip ture, some ‘Chris tians’ will

use Da vid as an ex am ple in par tic i pat ing in “danc ing.”
Well, please keep it in the ‘con text’ and then no tice what
the ‘re sults’ were, and ask the ques tion:  Was God
pleased?  (See 2 Sam uel 6)

Does GOD have a dou ble stan dard of what is right or
wrong; what is well pleas ing to Him ver sus the lusts of the 
flesh?  Deut. 32:3b-4, Psalm 19:7 -11, Prov. 30:5 – 6. 
YES, there is a ‘dif fer ence’ in sin ners saved by GRACE
like  our growth, de vel op ment, age in Christ, sen si tiv -
ity/sub mis sion in re gards to the lead ing of the Holy Spirit, 
back ground, etc.   As ‘we’ wa ter, plant, cul ti vate in the
sow ing/grow ing of the INCORRUPTIBLE WORD OF
GOD, He prom ises 100% ger mi na tion, as in the par a ble
there are ‘four’ types of soil. What IF you and I don’t sow
this ‘In cor rupt ible SEED; then what??  

Any way, let’s go on: What IF we ‘fail’ to lis ten/hear/obey
God’s WORD?  Please read chap ter Seven of Mat thew.

Ac tu ally there are ‘fol low ers/dis ci ples’ of Je sus Christ
who are ‘fol low ing’ Him for the ben e fits, not as their per -
sonal Sav ior.  See John 6:66-71.

What IF you are not at the spir i tual bat tle-front where you
ought to be?  Mar tin Lu ther speaks of those who are not
on the ‘front lines’, such as a fox, hire ling and even as a
weather vane!

What IF, those that want ev ery thing to run smoothly in
their own life/con gre ga tion/etc.,and feel that it meets with 
God’s whole-hearted ap proval?  GRANTED God wants
His chil dren to dwell/work to gether in har mony.  See Ps.
133:1, Ephe sians 4:1-3.  But many are ‘de ceived in think -
ing this is what Je sus’ High-priestly prayer means in John
17:21 (HE is re quest ing that we live in the same “har -
mony” that He and His Fa ther do).  Mar tin Lu ther stated
“cursed be that love for unity where the Word of God
must be at stake.”  Romans 16:17 – 19, II Thess. 2:1 – 12,
Jude 3. 

IF we have it right ver ti cally (be tween us and God); we
can most cer tainly ‘fel low ship’ hor i zon tally; as long as
‘we’ are IN Christ Je sus!  Likely Noah did n’t put the el e -
phants and mice in the same area, but they All were in the
same ARK! 

NOW I want to get to the ‘heart’ of this ed i to rial and
clearly state there are def i nitely many ‘be liev ers’ who
will not agree with ‘us’ on this sec ond ary doc trine; but
please let Scrip ture speak for it self and use Scrip ture to



WHAT IF?

By Ted Camp

Ev ery day there are de ci sions you must make.  De ci -
sions de ter mine di rec tions; di rec tions de ter mine des ti na -
tions.  Have you looked back at your choices and said,
“What if I had only …?”

What if:
Adam had not sinned?
Cain had of fered a lamb?
King Saul had fol lowed God?
Jezebel had turned from Baal to God?
Sam son had ig nored Delilah?
Achan had obeyed God?
Ananias and Sapphira had not lied?
Demas had not for saken Paul?
The rich man had died as Laz a rus did?
God had said, “I don’t do cre ations”?
Noah had said, “I don’t do boats”?

Mo ses had said, “I don’t do laws”?
Da vid had said, “I don’t do gi ants”?
Joshua had said, “I don’t do walls”?
Jo seph had said, “I don’t do for give ness”?
Pe ter had said, “I don’t do Pentecosts”?
Paul had said, “I don’t do Gen tiles”?
John had said, “I don’t do rev e la tions”?
Mary had said, “I don’t do vir gin births”?
The Lord had said, “I don’t do crosses”?
You had not been saved?
“What if” has af fected many.  Some say, “If only I had

not.”  Oth ers says, “What if I had only?”
 What if the Prod i gal Son had not re turned?  What if

you re turned?  I won der what the Lord has wait ing for
you.  What if you do not? You can con trol the choices but
not the con se quences.  You can re joice or have regrets.

“What if?”  Think about it!  It is your choice!  De ci -
sions de ter mine di rec tions; di rec tions de ter mine des ti na -
tions.             Se lected
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in ter pret Scrip ture.

YES, there are ‘be liev ers’ who be lieve ‘once saved, al -
ways saved’!  (Eter nal Se cu rity)   Is this scrip tur ally
sound?

First of all: ‘we’ do not be lieve in ‘eter nal se cu rity’ in In -
fant Bap tism nor Adult Bap tism!!  (Though as long as you 
are IN Christ Je sus, you are eter nally se cure)!

Those that ‘be lieve’ in eter nal se cu rity will use as an il lus -
tra tion ‘once a child al ways a child’; fail ing to re lease that
a child can ‘die’ or ‘be dis-owned/dis-in her ited’!

 As long as you abide/re main IN Christ Je sus, you are
eter nally ‘se cure’; but there are so many Bi ble ref er ences
that give us the chal lenge to, con tinue, in, abide, re main;
and so many in di rect IF’s.  NO, I am not min i miz ing
God’s power; but the de cep tive ness of our own hearts. 
See Proverbs14:12, Jer e miah 17:9, cast away = 1 Co rin -
thi ans 9:27, He brews 10:35-39: for ex am ple.  Joshua
24:10, Jer e miah 17:5, 12-15, II Chron i cles 7:12-20,
Judges 16:20, II Chron. 28:9, Ho sea 7:9, Psalm 101:3,
Deu ter on omy 8:10-9-20, 1 Sam uel 7:3, Num bers 32:15,
Gen e sis 4:16, John 13:27, Acts 1:17 & 25, 1 Co rin thi ans
9:25-27, Colossians 1:19, 23; Chap ter three of II Tim o thy, 
James 5:19 – 20; II Pe ter 3:16-18, He brews 3:6, 12, :8:9,
10:35-39, Rev e la tion 2:5, 3:10, 16-17, 22:19 and Apos -
tasy/fall ing away!

WHAT IF I try to re form, clean my self up be fore GOD,
take my chances, sin cer ity, etc; Or the state ment “IF you
have never ac cepted Christ…” but LIFE has to have a
pres ent tense: so what is your re la tion ship with JESUS
now?  “For though you wash your self with lye, and use
much soap, Yet your in iq uity is marked be fore Me,” says

the Lord God.” Jer e miah 2:22.  (Isa iah 64:6).

IF you have en tered the spir i tual race/bat tle but ‘quit’ be -
fore you ar rive at the fin ish line; then what?  He brews
10:35 – 39.

What can wash my sins away?  I NEED JESUS! 

JESUS DOES NOT SIMPLY IDENTIFY OUR SIN
AND INIQUITIES AND LEAVE US TO DROWN IN
OUR WRETCHEDNESS, He IS THE ANSWER
FOR ALL OF OUR SIN!  1 John 1:7-10 & 5:11-13,
Colossians 2:10 &14.

PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS
FLOW!

Be ing God’s WORD is for ever set tled in Heaven; it is
truly ‘wise’ to obey the same out of LOVE!

“‘All Scrip ture is given by in spi ra tion of God, and is
prof it able for doc trine, for re proof, for cor rec tion, for
in struc tion in righ teous ness, that the man of God may
be com plete, thor oughly equipped for ev ery good
work’” II Tim o thy 3:16-17.  (Rev e la tion 22:18-20).

1.  Doc trine – tell us what is right.

2.  Re proof – tell us what is wrong.

3.  Cor rec tion – Tell us how to get right.

4.  In struc tion – Tell us how to stay right.

P. S.  What IF?  The ‘Bot tom Line is FIRST OF ALL
JESUS came to be our Sav ior (In car na tion) and sec ondly
as ‘our’ ex am ple: so the vi tal ques tion is: What would Je -
sus do or not do IF HE were here Phys i cally to day?  HE is
here through His Word, by the Holy Spirit and through
BLOOD BOUGHT CLEANSED VESSELS!  

Is HE per mit ted to work in and through YOU? 
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From Our Fellowship Circle 

S. K. Hiawatha, KS
The whole mag a zine is so full of won der ful teach ings and
les sons to in spire your soul.  

I read most of the Morn ing Glory in one eve ning. 

Praise the Lord for such ded i cated fol low ers.

G. T. Fosston, MN
I can’t read much any more, but the Morn ing Glory is so
good to read.  (Ed i tor: Praise the LORD).

It has helped me even be fore I be came a Chris tian.  

I am en clos ing some $… to be used where most needed.   

J. & P. T. Ant ler, ND
We ap pre ci ate your ef forts so much as you put out a won -
der ful mag a zine with many good ar ti cles in help ing an in di -
vid ual as they walk with the Lord.   

Please keep send ing to those we re quested last year.

Thank you.

R. & C. H. Inver Grove Heights, MN 
We ap pre ci ate your pub li ca tion – es pe cially mak ing us
aware of what’s hap pen ing cur rently in the “Be liev able
…Yet Un be liev able” sec tion.

May God Bless you.

F. H. Story City, IA
The Cra dle without the Cross misses the true mean ing of
Christ’s birth!

Thanks for all the bless ings I get as I read the Morn ing
Glory. 

G. B. Grand Marais, MN 
I sure pray that fi nances al low you all to con tinue with the
Morn ing Glory – as it is a Life-line! 

I will try to be more faith ful in help ing with the costs when I 
can.

Ap pre ci ate all you do.

E. R. Longview, WA
Af ter en joy ing your Morn ing Glory for many years, I
would like you to send the Morn ing Glory to my …

My hus band has passed away, but I un der stand that my hus -
band’s fa ther …was one of the last of the Hauge Pas tors
(likely speak ing of the Hauge Synod) in Or e gon.   

Please keep this pub li ca tion go ing and I pray for the same. 

Thank you for many years of faith fully print ing what we
need to hear and in ac cor dance with God’s Word.

My hus band died in 2/12/13 at the age of ninety-five years
old and we had been mar ried for sev enty years!  (I am
ninety-three years old and have many won der ful mem o -
ries).

The Lord bless you all.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

IF…

If I have strength, I owe the ser vice of the strong;
If mel ody I have, I owe the world a song.

If I can stand when all around my post are fall ing,
If I can run with speed when needy hearts are call ing,

And if my torch can light the dark of any night,
Them I must pay the debt I owe with liv ing light.

If Heaven’s grace has dow ered me with some rare gift;
If I can lift some load no other’s strength can lift; 

If I can heal some wound no other hand can heal;
If some great truth the speak ing skies to me re veal;

Then I must go, a bro ken and wounded thing,
If to a wounded world my gifts no heal ing bring.

For any gift God gives to me I can not pay; 
Gifts are most mine when I most give them all away.

God’s gift are like His flow ers which show their right to stay
By giv ing all their bloom and fra grance away.

          —Au thor Un known



The Prepared Table 

“THOU prepares a table before me in the
presence of Mine Enemies.”  (Psalm 23:5)

Some one has sug gested seven dif fer ent po si tions in
this Psalm: un der neath me “green pas tures,” be side me
“still wa ters,” with me” the Lord,” be fore me a “pre pared
ta ble,” around me “en e mies,” be hind me “good ness and
mercy,” above me “the house of the Lord.”  …

We re peat that the pre pared ta ble does not mean that
you have to move into the ban quet ing house.  The He brew
word trans lated “ta ble’ means “spread out.”  I re mem ber
some of the old Penn syl va nia Dutch pic nics which I was
priv i leged to en joy as a boy.  Sev eral fam i lies would go to
some grove where they would spread out sev eral white ta -
ble cloths on the grass, and then place upon them fried
chicken, pick led eggs, and all the other good things to eat.  
I stood around with my hands in my pock ets, and lit er ally
had a ta ble pre pared be fore me, only in this case in the
presence of my friends. 

The pas ture of the sheep is some thing “spread out.”  It
is lit er ally pre pared in the pres ence of the en e mies of the
sheep.  There are many poisonous plants in Pal es tine
which en dan ger the life of the sheep.  I read of one shep -
herd who lost three hun dred sheep be cause of the lit tle
poi son ous plants that grew in the pas tures into which he
led the flock.  The shep herd must sur vey the pas ture very
care fully.  He would use his staff to dig out or grub out the
poisonous plants.  

There are snake holes in some kinds of ground, or
holes that moles have made just be neath the sur face, in
which snakes lie with their heads stick ing out.  As the
sheep feed, the snakes, many of which are poi son ous, bite
the noses of the sheep.  Death may re sult to a sheep within
thirty min utes.

The land of Pal es tine is very moun tain ous and rocky. 
In the dens and caves lurk lions, and bears, and jack als,
and hy e nas, and pan thers, and other wild beasts ready to
spring upon the sheep.  You can see from this that when a
shep herd led his flock into a safe pas ture, he lit er ally pre -
pared the ta ble be fore them in the pres ence of their
enemies.

APPLICATION

Da vid had many en e mies.  When Saul hunted him like 
a par tridge in the moun tains, God pre pared a ta ble for him.  
On one oc ca sion that ta ble was the ta ble of show bread
from which he ate.  In the cave of Adullam God spread a
ta ble for him and his four hun dred faith ful fol low ers.  Da -
vid was a man of blood.  He en gaged in many wars with

his en e mies and the en e mies of his peo ple, but God al ways 
pro vided for him and his followers a table.

In the wil der ness God fur nished a ta ble for His peo -
ple.  Eli jah had en e mies.  One of them was Jezebel, and
when he fled in fear from his en emy and slept the sleep of
ex haus tion un der the ju ni per tree, when he awoke an an gel 
had brought a baked cake and a cruse of wa ter that he
might eat and drink.  When fam ine stalked the streets of
Sa maria, in one day God set a ta ble for the en tire city out
of the tents of the Syr i ans.  Af ter our Lord van quished the
en emy in the wil der ness, an gels came and ministered unto
Him.

Even so to day the Lord gives us our daily bread.  All
of our food is the gift of God.  We never cease to won der at 
the mir a cle of the food we eat.  Bread is from heaven.  Men 
may build sky scrap ers, or cit ies, or even em pires, but no
man can build one sin gle grain for wheat.  But one grain of 
wheat will not make Bread!  It must be planted in the soil. 
Men can not make soil.  They can mod ify it, but not make
it.  But a per fect seed in per fect soil is not suf fi cient! 
There must be mois ture, heat and light.  God must send
these.  All veg e ta tion is of God.  Take it away from the
earth and you will take life from the earth.  God spreads
our ta ble, and does it with abun dance. …

Men talk about food short age to day.  If there is such, it 
is not be cause of fail ure on God’s part.  The earth is rich
and fruit ful.   It re sponds with boun ti ful har vest to the in -
dus try of men.  …

So God pre pares a ta ble be fore us in the pres ence of
our en e mies – and the Chris tian has en e mies.  If not, he is
not like his Sav ior Who said, “If the world hate Me it will
hate you also.”   If we are with out en e mies, we might fear
that we are the en e mies of God.  Friend ship with the world 
is en mity with God.

COMMUNION 

Spir i tu ally, a ta ble speaks of com mu nion, or fel low -
ship.  We fel low ship with God in prayer.  What an il lus tra -
tion of such com mu nion we have in that sheep of God
named Dan iel.  Dan iel was true to God.  He was only a lad
when he was car ried into cap tiv ity, and yet he be lieved in
his God and de ter mined that he would be true to Him no
mat ter what the out come might be.  He was cho sen as a
can di date for a po si tion in the king’s pal ace that meant
honor and wealth.  These can di dates were put at a train ing
ta ble which was fur nished with meat and wine from the
king’s own ta ble.  Dan iel was a Jew and so was un der a di -
etary law.  There were cer tain foods and drinks of which
he could not par take with out break ing the law of God.  For 
ex am ple, he could not eat swine’s flesh, or meat that had
been of fered to idols, or flesh that had not been drained of
blood.  He could not drink wine that had been poured out
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as a libation to some pagan deity.  …
“We wres tle not against flesh and blood, but against

prin ci pal i ties, against pow ers, against the rul ers of the
dark ness of this world, against spir i tual wick ed ness in
the heavenlies.”

These en e mies face us to day as we sit at this pre pared
Ta ble.  These foes did not van ish when we were saved. 
The flesh will war against us as long as we are in the flesh;
the world will war against us as long as we are in the
world; the hosts of Sa tan will war against us as long as
they are free: yet, we have in this Ta ble a prom ise of
strength and sup port so that we need have no fear.

John Bun yan pic tured Chris tian on the way to the Por -
ter’s Lodge.  Chris tian saw two lions on the road.  He was
ter ri fied with the sight, and half-minded to turn back, but
then he plucked up cour age and pressed for ward.  He kept
on the straight way, and he found that the lions could not
reach him.  They could roar at him, but they could do no
harm for they were chained.  The death of Christ has
chained our en e mies.  If we walk the straight path, they
can do us no harm.  God sup plies us with strength to rise
above all of our temp ta tions.  He im ports grace to us so
that we may have the world, the flesh, and the Devil be -
neath our feet.

An old col ored man was saved.  He re counted his con -
ver sion to a friend who said, “Well, I see you have mas -
tered the Devil,” where upon the old col ored man said,
“No sah, Ah ain’t mas tered de Debil, but Ah has de Mas ter 
obdle Devil!”

The Psalm of Psalms, by R. L. Moyer, D.D. 

For the word of God is liv ing, and ac tive
and sharper than any two-edged sword. 

He brews 4:12

Ed i tor’s Note:  I know ‘we’ have printed this ‘ar ti cle’
be fore, but it is so cru cial and es sen tial in the Chris tians’ 

daily life that I am tak ing the ‘priv i lege’ of hav ing it
printed again!

It is ex ceed ingly hard for many of the chil dren of God
to read the Bi ble ev ery day.  They do not cease read ing,
but their read ing be comes such a dull and heavy task that
they are afraid it is of no avail.  They do not seem to de rive
any ben e fit from it.

My friend, do not per mit your self to be come thus con -
fused, pro vided you in sim ple faith and prayer make use of 
your Bi ble each day.

It may be that you mis un der stand Bi ble read ing some -
what.  It is easy for you to think that it is you who are to

strive in one way or an other to draw spir i tual nour ish ment
from that which you read.

 No, it is the Holy Spirit who is to make the Word you
read food for your soul.

Re mem ber that He must per form a mir a cle ev ery time 
you read the Bi ble if it is to be come bread unto your soul. 
And He is glad to per form this mir a cle.

When you pick up your Bi ble, there fore, fold your
hands in a child like way and ask Him to per form the mir a -
cle, whether you read much or lit tle.

And when you have done this, read with con fi dence
and as sur ance that what you read en ters into your soul as
spir i tual food.

Do not sit there with ner vous questionings as to
whether it be comes food, and food enough, unto your
soul.  The peo ple who think too much about the food they
eat and their di ges tion weaken their di ges tive pow ers and
de velop a ner vous stom ach. 

No, gather your thoughts about the Word as you read. 
And thank God for the eter nal truths which have coursed
through your soul.  The Spirit will see to it that the Word
does its work within you, even though you do not al ways
know what it works.

Taken from God’s Word For To day by O. Hallesby,
Augsburg For tress, Copy right 1937, Per mis sion Granted. 

We do all things, dearly be loved, for your
ed i fy ing.  2 Cor. 12:19

When it came to serv ing the peo ple of God, this verse
re cords one of Paul’s foun da tional prin ci ples.  He did ev -
ery thing with the goal of ed i fy ing or “build ing up” the
saints.  And so he was led to say some things but not oth -
ers.  He was some times firm but also gen tle.  As he
preached, con fronted, wrote, and cried, it was all based on
the con vic tion that his word or that ac tion was for their ed -
i fi ca tion.  The life les son for us is the same.  As we deal
with God’s peo ple, let’s make cer tain we ap proach our
task with the mo tive of build ing up the saints.  —  Norman
Craig Funston
We are called to be God’s peo ple, show ing by our lives His
grace, 

One in heart and one in spirit, sign of hope for all the race.

Let us show how He has changed us and re made us as His
own;

Let us share our life to gether as we shall around His
throne.

               – T. Jack son
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable

ISRAELI JETS ATTACK SYRIAN
WEAPONS 

Al most no at ten tion was given by the me dia of an Is -
raeli at tack on a ship ment of ad vanced mis siles that Syria
was trans fer ring to Hezbollah, ac cord ing to Ku wai ti
news pa per Al Jareeda.  The Oc to ber 22 (2013) at tack was
the fifth known Is raeli at tack this year on Syr ian weap ons
bound for Hezbollah.  An of fi cial source in Je ru sa lem con -
firmed the at tack took place but did not say where.  The
mis siles were re port edly “long-range and accurate ones.”

A few days later Is rael also at tacked a Rus sian airbase
lo cated on Syria’s south ern coast.  The at tack from the sea
took out a sur face-to-air mis sile bat tery sup port ing ve hi -
cles and struc tures. 

Information Israel Today, 10/31/13.

Washington Should Not Be “America’s
Largest Employer”

In his pre-gov ern ment slow down spe cial, …Pres i dent 
Obama warned that a “shut down” would harm “Amer ica’s 
larg est em ployer” – the U. S. gov ern ment.

“In the event of a gov ern ment shut down, hun dreds of
thou sands of .ded i cated pub lic ser vants who stay on the
job will do so with out pay – and sev eral hun dred thou -
sands more will be im me di ately and in def i nitely fur -
loughed without pay.”

There is a sim ple so lu tion for this “prob lem” – shrink
the gov ern ment, cut all “non es sen tial” pro grams, and let
the more than two mil lion em ployed by gov ern ment find
work in the pri vate sector…

The fed eral gov ern ment is do ing way too much, and
now would be a good time to re lin quish it of many of its
du ties.  Cut ting gov ern ment would be a boon for jobs, the
econ omy, and the Amer i can peo ple.

 ConserevativeActionAlerts.com  

Oregon Pastor Exhibits His
“Contemporary” Philosophy

A Eu gene, Or e gon pas tor, who thinks churches fo cus
too much on sin and not enough on con nect ing peo ple to
God, is now try ing to ap peal to peo ple who have been hurt
by churches through a cam paign…fea tur ing shorter ser -
vices and mu sic by Katy Perry and Ma roon 5 at his
church, One Love.

“Some churches have be come the kind of place where
you point the fin ger, and you con demn and re buke, and

you’re re ally quick to do it, and so I think that is def i nitely
lend ing it self to peo ple not want ing any thing to do with
church…!”  Tony Crank, se nior pas tor, …told KVAL…

Among the dif fer ences, ac cord ing to the re port, are
shorter ser vices, last ing just over half an hour; the mix ing
of mod ern and con tem po rary mu sic from art ists like Ma -
roon 5 and Katy Perry with wor ship mu sic; and a leader
who is a pas tor, not a preacher.

Leonardo Blair for ChristianPost.com

Ed i tor’s Com ments: We’ve left out part of this story
be cause the lingo em ployed by this pas tor is not print able
in this news let ter.  In his zeal about not “judg ing,” Pas tor
Crank (that is his name) has made a num ber of judg ments
of his own.  He does n’t want to talk about sin (that’s a
judg ment); and he is into “con nect ing” (a con tem po rary
church buzz word) peo ple to God.  This is an ex am ple of
what hap pens when the “con tem po rary” church phi los o -
phy holds sway.

Sword of the Lord

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Make us a king to judge us like all the
nations.   1 Sam uel 8:5.

And the LORD said unto Sam uel … they have not re -
jected thee, but they have re jected me, that I should not
reign over them.  1 Sam uel 8:7.

It seems that even in the church there is a con stant de -
sire to usurp the Throne of God.  Christ is the head of the
church but so of ten He is re placed with hu man hi er ar chy. 
He should be guid ing the lo cal as sem ble through His writ -
ten Word, but el ders of ten ig nore the Bi ble when mak ing
de ci sions.  He should be sov er eign in my own heart and
life but how of ten do I place my self on the throne and do
things my own way?  The Scrip tures are clear; if I re ject
God’s Word to con trol my own life and be hav ior, it means
I am re ject ing God and com man deer ing His throne. 

            Da vid Croud ace

King of my life I crown Thee now, Thine shall the glory be;

Lest I for get Thy thorn-crowned brow, lead me to Cal vary.

            J. Hussey
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For THIS I have Jesus!
Pas tor Da vid Christianson,Lynnwood, WA

I had lunch with a friend of mine, whose wife had re -
cently passed away.  He told me that there was a phrase go ing 
through his mind as he grieved over the loss of his wife.  It
was this phrase, “For THIS I have Je sus.”  This state ment
had been shared with him sev eral years ago by a friend, and
now it was go ing through his mind giv ing him an aware ness
that the Lord was pres ent with him in the midst of his sor row
and loss.

It is a won der ful state ment.  It is so im por tant for us to
know that, no mat ter what is hap pen ing in our lives, “For
THIS we have Je sus”.  You also may be go ing through sor -
row over the loss of a loved one, as my friend is, or you may
be go ing through a fi nan cial cri sis or a health cri sis or a spir i -
tual cri sis or a fam ily cri sis.  What ever you are ex pe ri enc ing
right now in your life, “For THIS you have Je sus.”

It is a “grace” state ment and it re minds me of the word
the Lord gave to the Apos tle Paul when he prayed three
times to have the “Thorn in his flesh re moved”.  God did not
re move the thorn, but he did some thing much better.  He
gave him this won der ful prom ise, “My grace is suf fi cient for
you for my power is made per fect in weak ness.”

When you are be ing at tacked by Sa tan, re mem ber, “For
THIS you have Je sus”.  When you are dis cour aged and over -
whelmed by cir cum stances of your life, re mem ber, “For
THIS you have Je sus”.  When your friends fail you, re mem -
ber, “For THIS you have Je sus”.  Again let me say, what ever
is hap pen ing in your life, re mem ber, “For THIS you have Je -
sus”.

Je sus is al ways pres ent.  Je sus is al ways avail able.  Je sus
is al ways aware of what is hap pen ing in your life.  He loves
you, He cares about you, He knows you and un der stands you 
better than you know and un der stand your self.  And He will
never for sake you.  For ev ery thing in your life, re mem ber,
“For THIS you have Je sus”. — Ed i tor’s Note: Pro vided
YOU are in the ‘fam ily of GOD!                  

HONK IF YOU NEED ME 

By Ted Camp 

Geese are a good il lus tra tion of how to help oth ers dur -
ing the rough times of life.  When geese fly, they do so in a V
for ma tion.  As the bird flaps its wings, it makes fly ing eas ier
for the bird be hind it by cre at ing an up lift of air. 

Fly ing in this way al lows the flock to add sev enty per -
cent more dis tance to its range.  These birds fly hun dreds and 
even thou sands of miles this way.  Ev ery so of ten the leader
falls back, and an other bird takes over the lead.  Fly ing at the

front takes the great est strength; the fur ther back you go, the
eas ier it is be cause of the de creased wind re sis tance.

The birds keep trad ing off, thus shar ing the work. 
Which geese do you her honk ing?  It is not the leader as you
might think.  The ones in the back honk to en cour age the
lead ers up front to keep go ing be cause they are do ing the
hard est work.

When the leader gets tired, it fi nally rotates back in the
for ma tion.  An other goose then flies point.  As a team, they
take turns shar ing the work.  All are needed, and each one is
im por tant to the group.  One goose sim ply can not make the
trip alone; he needs oth ers to help him. They con tin u ally
honk to help the lead ers to keep up the speed.

Honk ing also re minds oth ers that help is avail able when
it is needed.  If one be comes ill and has to drop out, it honks
dif fer ently.  As it falls be hind, two oth ers will fol low it down
to pro tect it un til it re cov ers.  Later the three take off and form 
their own V un til they re join the group.  

The geese co op er ate with, en cour age, sup port, and pro -
tect one an other.  They help as they honk.  All are aware of
the honk for help.  They serve as a team –“To gether Ev ery -
one Ac com plishes More!”

Geese are a good ex am ple for Chris tians and our
churches to fol low.  If Chris tians would stay within for ma -
tion serv ing one an other, ev ery need in the (Ed. Bib li cal)
church would be met.  We should help when oth ers honk. 
We should also honk when we need help.

We need to stay to gether so we can en cour age and up lift
one an other, as the geese do.  Like wise, when one is sick,
weak or stray ing, we should seek to re store him.  No one
should suf fer alone.

When lead ers get tired and weary, oth ers should honk to
en cour age them to keep go ing.  Like the geese, we should
honk to en cour age and help one an other in times of need.

Carlene (my wife) and I hiked the Grand Can yon.  She
had no prob lem go ing down, but the next day go ing up was
very hard for her.  The air was thin, and the climb was steep. 
She fi nally made the odd sound of “Honk, honk!”  She re -
mem bered the story of the geese.  I then en cour aged and
helped her.  To gether we fi nally made it to the top.  At times
we still honk to each other.

There are times you need to honk for help from the Lord
(1 Pet. 5:7).  Also, when you hear some one else honk, you
should re spond and help.

No tice geese do not fly alone be cause they know they
need to help one an other.  No tice how the geese of ten honk
as they fly over head.  You hear them be fore you see them.

We need to be like the geese and be aware of a honk for
help.  When you face dif fi cul ties, honk.  Your fam ily, friends, 
oth ers, and your church can re spond and help.  Re mem ber,
you are not alone!  So, like the geese, don’t for get to honk
when you need help.       Sword of the Lord.
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You Can’t See the Inside 
Standing on the Outside!

By Mon roe Parker

If you are with out Christ, you are grop ing in dark ness
as black as Hell’s sa ble badge and pitchy scowl.  Ev ery
soul with out Christ is grop ing with out light.

“The nat u ral man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God: for they are fool ish ness unto him: nei ther
can he know them, be cause they are spir i tu ally dis -
cerned.” 1 Cor. 2:14.

The un re gen er ate man can not un der stand the Chris -
tian, let alone the things of God.

Some time ago I handed a man on the street cor ner a
card and in vited him to come out to spe cial ser vices.  He
tore up the card, threw it down, and be gan to curse and
blas pheme God.  I said, “Friend, I feel sorry for you.”

I started down the street, and he fol lowed me half a
block.

He said, “Wait a min ute!  Don’t you feel sorry for
me.”

“Well,” I said, “I can’t help it.  I feel sorry for you.”
He said, “Don’t you feel sorry for me!”
I said, “I can’t help it.  I feel sorry for you, sir.”
He said, “I feel sorry for you.”
I said, “Friend, there was a time when I was out side

the tem ple of sal va tion.  I had never seen the in side of the
tem ple; but one day, thank God, I en tered this won der ful
tem ple and have seen on the in side.  I have seen out side,
and I have seen in side.  You have never seen inside.”

If you have not been born again, you can not see the
thing of God; you have no eyes with which to see.  The
man with out God can not see spir i tual things.  

Selected.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

1 Co rin thi ans 15:58

What a chal lenge Paul gives here par tic u larly in view
of the pre ced ing verses about the Lord’s re turn.  It is worth 
no tic ing that this verse does not say to abound in work for
the Lord, but in the work of the Lord.  What is the dif fer -
ence?  We must first find out what He wants us to do, be -
fore we can do the work of the Lord.  There fore, let us
search the Scrip tures dil i gently daily.  There is work that is 
done for the Lord to day, but it is not the work of the Lord. 

Let us take care to do what He com mands and not what we
think.                                        Har old G. Smith

Teach me, Thy will, O Lord teach me Thy way;
Teach me to know Thy Word, teach me to pray.
           Wil liam M. Bun yan 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Muslim Man Says: 

“I’ve Never Seen This Type of Love Be fore.”

Pro longed road con struc tion in front of his Phillips 66
gas sta tion and con ve nience store in Shaw nee, Kan sas was 
push ing Mukhtar Raja, a Mus lim, into bank ruptcy.  When
Steve Van Buskirk, an el der at Cross Points Church, read
about Raja’s trou bles in a lo cal pa per, he asked his pas tor
if there might be some way the con gre ga tion could help
him.

At a Sunday ser vice this past Sep tem ber, Pas tor Jones
chal lenged the mem bers of Cross Points Church to buy at
least one tank of gas at Raja’s sta tion.  Im me di ately af ter
the ser vice, long lines formed in front of the pumps and
the sta tion be gan to see busi ness as it had not seen in
months.  The fol low ing Sunday Mukhtar Raja at tended
Cross Points Church to thank the mem bers per son ally for
what they had done for him and his fam ily.  When he was
in tro duced to the con gre ga tion, they gave him a stand ing
ova tion.  With Mukhtar on the plat form, Pas tor Jones
asked the con gre ga tion how many had bought gas the pre -
vi ous week.  The pas tor said that ninety per cent of the
hands went up.  Mukhtar said in 54 years he’s never be fore 
ex pe ri enced this kind of love.  

“Don’t un der es ti mate the small things you can do as a
lo cal church that can have large ram i fi ca tions for the body
of Christ.  Who would have thought that in di vid u als in the
church buy ing a tank of gas would have put a good name
on the church of Christ?” Pas tor Jones re flected.

Information from Christian Post 10/2/12. 

13

WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME  YOU SAW
SOME ONE OR MET SOME ONE OR

LOOKED IN A MIRROR AND
CONSCIOUSLY REALIZED THAT

HERE/THERE IS A PERSON THAT
COULD BE ONLY A HEART-BEAT FROM

ETERNITY AND WILL SPEND ALL
ETERNITY IN EITHER HEAVEN OR

HELL??  



“LET NO MAN DECEIVE YOU”
The Bi ble plainly tells us that the “last days” will be

days of great de cep tion.  
Sec ond Tim o thy 3:13 fore tells that in the days prior to 

the Lord’s re turn, “Evil men and se duc ers shall wax worse 
and worse, de ceiv ing and be ing de ceived.”

Sec ond Pe ter 2:1-3 proph e sied of the “false teach ers”
who would arise within the church to de ceive the un wary.

The apos tle Paul stressed the ne ces sity of be ing on
guard against the wolves in sheep’s cloth ing who would
“draw away dis ci ples af ter them” (Acts 20:26-31).

The “lat ter times: for the church will be marked by
“se duc ing spirit,” “doc trines of dev ils,” and “signs and
ly ing won ders” (1 Tim. 4:1; II Thess. 2:6-10).  

God does not want His chil dren to be de ceived by any
means, even when Sa tan and his min is ters ap pear as an -
gels of light and min is ter of righ teous ness (II Cor.
11:13-15).  God has given us the Bi ble to re veal and ex -
pose very sa tanic de cep tion.  He has given pas tors as
undershepherds of the flock to warn and pro tect us against
wolves in sheep’s cloth ing.  God does not want us to be ig -
no rant of Sa tan’s de vices (II Cor. 2:11).

In spite of God’s warn ings, many be liev ers to day are
be ing de ceived.   

In the name of unity, many are be ing de ceived by the
ec u men i cal move ment.

In the name of the Holy Spirit, many are be ing de -
ceived by the char is matic move ment.

In the name of evan ge lism and mis sions, many are de -
ceived into work ing with those who preach a false gos pel.

In the name of the Word of God, many are be ing de -
ceived by false trans la tions of the Bi ble.

In the name of church re newal, many are be ing de -
ceived into sub sti tut ing psy cho log i cal ma nip u la tions of
the mind for the work ing of the Spirit of God in the heart.

In all of these de cep tions, the only safe test is found in
Isa iah 8:20: “To the law and to the tes ti mony: if they
speak not ac cord ing to this word, it is be cause there is no
light in them.”

Sin cer ity is not enough; pop u lar ac cep tance is not the
cri te rion; even speak ing in tongues or the per form ing of
“mir a cles” is not a safe test, be cause the Devil and his an -
gels can pro duce coun ter feit signs (1 John 4:1).  No, the
only safe test of truth is the Word of God – “the doc trine
which ye have learned” (Rom. 16:17).

“Lit tle chil dren, let no man de ceive you.” (1 John 3:7)

—from Foundation magazine/Sword of the Lord

God does not want His chil dren to be de ceived by any
means.

God has given us the Bi ble to re veal and ex pose ev ery sa -
tanic de cep tion.

His Power Will E’er Prevail 
No mat ter how the storms may rage 
Upon the sea of life, 
No mat ter what the strife, 
The Lord is just the same to day
As when He walked the sea; 
And He can con quer ev ery storm
That life may send to thee.

The waves are rag ing ev ery where,
And men are sore dis tressed;
But all they need is found in Him
Who giv eth per fect rest.
So cast your care upon the Lord, 
Whose strength will never fail.
He calms the waves for your frail bark;
His power will e’er pre vail.
            Se lected

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Nevertheless God, that comforteth those that
are cast down, comforted us by the coming of

Titus.  2 Corinthians 7:6

Some years ago, when go ing through a very dif fi cult
time in life, the last thing we needed was to be host for the
week end to a vis it ing speaker who we did not know.  The
dear man ar rived and proved to be an enor mous bless ing. 
We were able to tell him our prob lems.  He lis tened, un -
der stood and ad vised, and the end re sult was that he
helped us make de ci sions which proved to be life chang -
ing.  Thank God for the “Ti tus” of this world, and even
more for our God who sends them.                                Brian
Rus sell

Wait in faith and quiet pa tience, thou shalt know the rea -
son why,

God al lowed the storm to gather, clouds to blot the sun lit
sky.

          Ber nard Fell

14

“The task of prayer does not end when a per -
son is re leased from prison.  We con tin u ally

need prayer.  I’d wish that all Chris tians would 
unite to pray for each other.  We should pray

that our faith would not in any out ward con di -
tions be wrecked.”

Aida Skripnikova, for mer Rus sian pris oner 



THE CHRISTIAN NORM HAS GOT TO GO…

No body died for our sins.  Je sus Christ is a myth.

FFRF.Org/Free dom From Re li gion Foun da tion
No sooner had the stu dents moved into the new

Newman Cen ter at Troy Uni ver sity that staff at tor ney for
the Free dom From Re li gion Foun da tion, An drew L.
Seidel, fired off a let ter to Troy Uni ver sity stat ing that the
faith-based hous ing was “a con sti tu tional con cern” and
one that vi o lates the Fair Housing Act.

The Free dom From Re li gion Foun da tion, based in
Mad i son, Wis con sin, has be come a ma jor player in ef forts
to rid the na tion of any pub lic ac knowl edg ments of God
and Chris tian ity.  They had filed law suits and Ami cus
briefs with the lo cal, state and fed eral courts deal ing with
any num ber of ef forts to ban prayer and Chris tian ity from
pub lic life.  They are, in fact, in volved in the pres ent is sue
be fore the Su preme Court that would ban prayers from
government meetings.

Other law suits the FFRF has filed in clude the re moval 
of “In God We Trust” from our cur rency; ask ing the court
to pre vent Gov er nor Rick Perry from par tic i pat ing in a
prayer rally he ini ti ated in Hous ton; ask ing the court to
force the school board in Jack son, Ohio to re move a pic -
ture of Je sus; and the list goes on and on and on.

View ing the FFRF web site makes clear they are out
not only to re move Chris tian ity from the na tion’s pub lic
life, but also to pro mote athe ism.  The sign shown here (In
this ar ti cle, the ‘head ing’) is a sam ple of their ef forts to at -
tack and de grade Chris tian ity.

 The Vine and Branches - Winter, 2013

Ed i tor’s Note:  NOW the in ter est ing thing for those who
want to re move Prayer, ‘In God We Trust’, etc. is when a
‘trag edy’ takes place in a ‘com mu nity’ OR on a large
scale; then the lib eral me dia, etc. asks us to pray!  Now this 
is ri dic u lous “hum-bug.”  IF there is no sin gu lar ‘Tri une
Sovereign GOD.” WHY ‘pray’?  To ‘whom’ are we to
pray?  Sup pos edly IF the One and True GOD is dead, then
why, in a land of ‘free dom’ do they Fight/fuss against
some one pray ing pri vately OR pub licly???  They
fight/op pose (sup pos edly) some ONE who is dead!!!

“A truly moral na tion en acts pol i cies that en cour age
per sonal re spon si bil ity and dis cour age self-de struc tive
be hav ior by not sub si diz ing peo ple who live ir re spon si bly 
and make poor choices.”  Dr. Ben Carson.

Death and De struc tion by Booze 

Drink has drained more blood, hung more crepe, sold
more homes, plunged more peo ple into bank ruptcy, armed 

more vil lains, slain more chil dren, snapped more wed ding 
rings, de filed more in no cence, blinded more eyes, twisted
more limbs, de throned more rea son, wrecked more man -
hood, dis hon ored more wom an hood, bro ken more hearts,
blasted more lives, driven more to sui cide, and dug more
graves than any other poi soned scourge that ever swept its
death-deal ing waves across the world.

            Evangeline Booth

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

IF YOU, PASTOR (Un der-Shep herd), ARE TRULY
CALLED AND SENT OF GOD, YOU WILL

EXPERIENCE:

The Pas tor’s Study

The Pas tor’s Study is a sym bol of the 
Call ing of the Chris tian min is ter to be 
The shep herd of a flock of God.

Here ser mons are pre pared to feed the 
Con gre ga tion on God’s Holy Word.
Here the work of the Church is planned
So that the con gre ga tion may grow in
Grace and bear fruit in fel low ship,
 teach ing and wit ness ing.

Here you will al ways find a friend and 
Coun selor in time of need.
He will not be sur prised at your sins,
Nor will he judge you in them, but he 
Al ways in vites you to share in 
The wis dom and love of God, the 
Knowl edge of for give ness of sins,
And the sav ing grace of God in 
Christ Je sus, our Lord.

You Are Al ways Wel come
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“Cast thy bur den upon the Lord, and he 
shall sus tain thee.”  Psalm 55:22

And shall I still the load re tain
Which thou hast of fered to sus tain?
No; at thy bid ding I will flee,
And cast my bur dens all on thee.

“Cast ing all your care upon him, for he 
careth for you.”  1 Pet. 5:7

Daily Food for Chris tians, 
Amer i can Tract So ci ety; 1897 or be fore.
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UpDate

Please prayer fully read Luke 12:22-34.

EVEN though the ‘lat ter’ months have def i nitely
been en cour ag ing ‘fi nan cially’, we seem to ride on a
yo-yo!  SO the con cern car ries on!

‘We’ have a son who says that ‘Dad can not boil/fry 
eggs with out preach ing’!  

Nat u rally I/we carry a bur den/con cern for the
Lord’s Work in and through the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion/Morn ing Glory and at ‘times’ 
I bar row from to mor row and yield to the temp ta tion of
the ‘sin’ of worry.  

It seems as IF the Lord is ‘open ing’ an even ‘wider’ 
door of ser vice in His King dom’s Work and thus I/we
con tinue to ‘chal lenge’ YOU to stand with ‘us’ in
prayer/fi nances/en cour age ment as ‘fel low team mem -
bers.’

By the GRACE of God ‘we’ seek to con tinue to be
found ‘faith ful’; first of all out of love for JESUS, we
in and through His In cor rupt ible Seed (WORD) de sire
to pro claim  HIS Law and Gos pel (1 Pe ter 1:22-25). 
Thus ‘we’ stand in need and chal lenge of ‘fel low’ team
mem bers who are un der the BLOOD OF THE
CRUCIFIED AND RISEN ONE AS ‘WE’ make no
apol o gies for the old time Chris tian ity and seek to
prac tice the same!

Ac tu ally, as you are ‘chal lenged’ to pray/give/en -
cour age a ‘min is try’ of which you (Bib li cally) stand in
agree ment with, it is also for your ‘ben e fit’ to give out
of a cheer ful heart of love.  Even though the cat tle upon 
a thou sand hills are the LORD’S, He still chal lenges
“US” for “our” ben e fit and blessings!

Feb ru ary’s In come for the min is try of the Morn ing 
Glory is approx. $2,281.00.

The ac tual cost of pub lish ing and mail ing each is -
sue (monthly) of the Morn ing Glory is app. $2,000;
plus there are def i nitely other no tice able ex penses.

Please Mark Your Cal en dar!

As (Lord will ing) the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion/Morn ing Glory

An nual Con fer ence will be at

Stavanger Lu theran Church

Gar den City, Iowa 

ON

June 27 – 29, 2014

More de tails will be forth com ing!

PRAY


