
Sin and the Sense of Sin
N re cent years, not a few have been of the opin ion
that we have preached peo ple away from Chris -
tian ity, es pe cially by the way we have preached
about sin.
They think that the strong and heart-search ing ex pres -

sions con cern ing sin and the sense of sin which are used in
the Bi ble and by the church fa thers should not be set up as
cri te ria for the av er age per son of to day.  To do so would
only be to make hyp o crites and spir i tual ec cen trics.  It is
thought that the av er age per son, who has lived an or di -
narily good and ac cept able life, is not ca pa ble of feel ing
sin to the de gree and in the man ner that the usual preach -
ing de mands that he should feel it.   

It is thought that this is es pe cially true of young peo -
ple.  It is noth ing short of crim i nal to force upon them such
a sense of sin!  There are so many clean and un con tam i -
nated young peo ple!  Think of drill ing into such young
men and women a sense of sin which, by the grace of God,
is en tirely for eign to them!

They con tend that as a re sult of such preach ing many a 
vir tu ous youth be comes so con fused that he even de sires
to em bark upon a life of open sin, that he, too, may feel his
sins, as other peo ple.   

Even tually, they say, such preach ing be comes re pug -
nant to young peo ple; es pe cially to our best young peo ple,
our young men in par tic u lar.  This, they ex plain, is the rea -
son why this kind of preach ing does not at tract our young
folk, es pe cially our young men.   

These peo ple ad vise us not to speak so much about sin 
to these young folk, but rather about the good ness of God
and about God’s love for them.  We should speak to them
about the joy and the wealth of hap pi ness that a young per -
son will find in fel low ship with Christ and in con se crat ing

his life and his tal ents to God and the things of God.
I have given a great deal of se ri ous thought to this

ques tion ever since I first came in con tact with this way of
think ing.  Sup pose that we, un know ingly and un in ten tion -
ally, should be keep ing someone away from Christ by er -
ro ne ous preach ing!

Un doubt edly a great deal could be said both for and
against the afore men tioned view point.  How ever, I do not
de sire to en ter upon a dis cus sion of that.  I am more in -
clined to take an other course.   

I take it for granted that we are all agreed in look ing
upon Je sus as our only real au thor ity, as the only one who
is re ally qual i fied to speak as an ex pert in this mat ter as
well as in all other ques tions per tain ing to our sal va tion. 
For this rea son I shall in quire into the method which Je sus
used when He spoke to men about sin.   

We all no doubt re mem ber the ac count of Je sus and
the Sa mar i tan woman in the fourth chap ter of John.  Je sus
had sat down by the well, thirsty, tired and hun gry, while
His dis ci ples had gone into the city to pur chase food.  A
woman came to draw wa ter.  At once it seemed as though
His wea ri ness, thirst and hun ger dis ap peared.  Here was a
way ward hu man soul who needed His help.

Let us now ob serve how sim ply and di rectly Je sus
tried to gain ac cess to her soul.  He is thirsty and she has
wa ter, so He asks her for a drink.  And when she asks if He, 
a Jew, can ask her, a Sa mar i tan woman, for a drink, He re -
plies, “If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that
saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked
of him, and he would have given thee liv ing wa ter.”

Thus Je sus gently en cour aged her to open her heart,
but she did not make use of the op por tu nity.  On the con -
trary, she scoffed as these words of Je sus.  When Je sus thus 
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had as sured Him self that the
sin ner who stood be fore Him
was by no means a re pen tant
one, He sud denly shifts the
con ver sa tion into an en tirely
dif fer ent chan nel: “Go, call
thy hus band.”  Thereby He
thrusts the two-edged sword
of His word into her heart’s
most vul ner a ble spot.   

How ever, she still re sists, 
and tries to evade the truth.  “I 
have no hus band,” she says. 
“This hast thou said truly,”
Je sus re plies.  “Thou hast
had five hus bands; and he
whom thou now hast is not
thy hus band.”  

This struck home.  She
left her wa ter pot and went
away into the city and said,
“Come, see a man who told
me all things that ever I did:
can this be the Christ?”  

Thus Je sus spoke to this
poor woman about her sin. 
And it was pre cisely this hard 
say ing that re sulted in her sal -
va tion.

“Well, yes,” per haps
some one will say, “no doubt
Je sus had to speak the way
He did about sin to this
woman who was so de graded
and deeply steeped in trans -
gres sions.”        

Let us then see how Je sus 
spoke about sin to a good and
pi ous man like Nico demus. 
We read about this in the third 
chap ter of John.

To be con tin ued in next
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The Worldwide Flood

“And I will establish my covenant with you,
neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by
the waters of a flood; neither shall there any

more be a flood to destroy the earth.”  
Genesis 9:11

Those Chris tians who ac cept the con cept of the “geo -
log i cal ages” com monly have to ex plain away the great
de luge by as sum ing it was not re ally a global flood.  They 
re al ize that any flood that would rise un til “all the high
gills, that were un der the whole heaven, were cov ered”
and in which “ev ery liv ing sub stance was de stroyed
which was upon the face of the ground”  (Gen e sis 7:19,
23) would un doubt edly elim i nate any ev i dence of the
sup posed geo log i cal ages.  There fore, they have sug -
gested mod i fy ing the Bi ble re cord to mean an over flow
of the Eu phra tes River or some such phe nom e non that
would de stroy just the peo ples of the “known” world at
that time.  

There are nu mer ous prob lems with this “lo cal flood”
no tion, how ever.  Ap pen dix 6 of The Henry Mor ris Study
Bi ble, for in stance, lists 100 rea sons why the bib li cal
Flood must be un der stood  as world wide and cat a clys -
mic.   

But prob a bly the best ar gu ment is that such an ar gu -
ment makes God out to be a liar!  God prom ised Noah
that this kind of flood would never be sent on the earth
again.  There have been innumberable river floods, tsu -
na mis, tor ren tial re gional rains, etc., in the more than four 
mil len nia since Noah’s day. If God’s prom ise re ferred
only to some such flood as one of these, then He has not
kept His Word!

But God does not lie, and He has kept His prom ise. 
There has never been an other such Flood.  “He that be -
liev eth not God hath made Him a liar” (1 John 5:10)
The is tic evo lu tion ists, pro gres sive creationists, and all
oth ers who be lieve the geo log i cal ages in stead of God’s
Word should, it would seem, se ri ously re think their po si -
tion.

          Henry M. Mor ris, Ph.D.

Days of Praise, Institute for Creation Research,
Copyright © 2015, Permission Granted.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Life In The Blood

“For the life of the flesh is in the blood; and I
have given it to you upon the altar to make an
atonement for your souls; for it is the blood

that maketh an atonement for the soul.”
Le vit i cus 17:11

This great verse con tains a wealth of sci en tific and
spir i tual truth.  It was not re al ized un til the dis cov ery of
the cir cu la tion of the blood by the cre ation sci en tist Wil -
liam Harvey, in about 1620, that bi o log i cal “life” re ally is 
main tained by the blood, which both brings nour ish ment
to all parts of the body and also car ries away its wastes.

Its spir i tual truth is even more sig nif i cant.  The
blood, when shed on the al tar, would serve as an “atone -
ment” (lit er ally “cov er ing” ) for the soul of the guilty sin -
ner.  In fact, the “life” of the flesh is ac tu ally its “soul,”
for “life” and “soul” both trans late the same He brew
word (nephesh) in this text.  When the blood was of fered, 
it was thus an of fer ing of life it self in sub sti tu tion for the
life of the sin ner who de served to die.

Hu man sac ri fices, of course, were pro hib ited.  No
man could die for an other man, for his blood would in ev -
i ta bly be con tam i nated by his own sin.  There fore, the
blood of a “clean an i mal” was re quired.  An i mals do not
pos sess the “im age of God” (Gen e sis 1:27), in clud ing the 
abil ity to rea son about right and wrong, and there fore
can not sin.  Even such clean blood could only serve as a
tem po rary cov er ing, and it could not re ally “take away”
sin.  For a per ma nent so lu tion to the sin prob lem, noth ing
less was re quired than that of the sin less “Lqmb of God,
which tak eth away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). 
“Nei ther by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own 
blood He en tered in once into the holy place, hav ing ob -
tained eter nal re demp tion for us” (He brews 9:12).  Since 
His life was in His blood, He has “made peace through
the blood of His cross” (Colossians 1:20).

          Henry M. Mor ris, Ph.D.

Days of Praise, Institute for Creation Research,
Copyright © 2015, Permission Granted
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The Meek 
An ac count was pub lished of one who had

heard “Lucky Baldwin’ pray.  Lucky – whose real
name was Chris to pher Balfe – had been re deemed
from a life of deep sin and there fore rec og nized
that God’s grace was the only thing in him that was 
wor thy.  It was re ported that he said in his prayer,
“O Lord I was nothin’, and I am nothin’ and
nothin’ from nothin’ leaves nothin’, so I know
Christ in me must be ev ery thing!”

Is this your at ti tude?  Then you can ex pect the
re ward of the meek!

          H. G. Bosch
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Careless Words 
(Please read James 3:1-12)

The tongue is a small part of the body, but it
makes great boasts. V. 5. 

My daugh ter has had a lot of ill health re cently, and
her hus band has been won der fully car ing and sup port -
ive.  “You have a real trea sure there!” I said.

“You did n’t think that when I first knew him,” she
said with a grin.

She was quite right.  When Icilda and Philip got en -
gaged, I was con cerned.  They were such dif fer ent per -
son al i ties.   We have a large and noisy fam ily, and Philip
is more re served.  And I had shared my mis giv ings with
my daugh ter quite bluntly.

I was hor ri fied to re al ize that the crit i cal things I
said so ca su ally 15 years ago had stayed in her mem ory
and could pos si bly have de stroyed a re la tion ship that
has proved to be so right and happy.  It re minded me
how much we need to guard what we say to oth ers.  So
many of us are quick to point out what we con sider to be
weak nesses in fam ily, friends, or work col leagues, or to
fo cus on their mis takes rather than their suc cesses.  “The 
tongue is a small part of the body,” says James (3:5), yet
the words it shapes can ei ther de stroy re la tion ships or
bring peace and har mony to a sit u a tion in the work -
place, the church, or the fam ily.

Per haps we should make Da vid’s prayer our own as
we start each day: “Set a guard over my mouth, LORD;
keep watch over the door of my lips” (Ps. 141:3).

            Marion Stroud 

Fa ther, please curb my care less speech and put a
guard on my tongue to day and ev ery day.  

A word fitly spo ken is like ap ples of gold in set -
tings of sil ver.  Prov erbs 25:11 NKJV 

Our Daily Bread, @ 2015 Our Daily Bread Ministries, 
Grand Rapids, MI, Permission Granted.

(Adapted from Grace Notes,© 2009 Zondervan).

Be For giving of Both Your self 
and Oth ers

By Dr. Curtis Hutson 

In the pat tern prayer, the Lord taught us to pray,
“For give us our debts, as we for give our debt ors”
(Matt. 6:12).  Then He said, “For if ye for give men their 
tres passes, your heav enly Fa ther will also for give you:

But if ye for give not men their tres passes, nei ther will
your Fa ther for give your tres passes.” – Vss. 14, 15. 

It is im pos si ble to be like Christ and not be for giv -
ing.  Keep in mind that we do not de serve His for give -
ness, but He for gives us any way.

When some one asks for for give ness, im me di ately
as sure him that he is for given – and mean it.  You will
never bring it up again – never.  For no rea son un der any
cir cum stances will you ever men tion it to the in di vid ual
again.  It is for given.  I’m not say ing you must for get it –
that is not al ways pos si ble – but never bring it up again.

To have an un for giv ing spirit and har bor bit ter ness
hurts only one self.  Ha tred is a poi son that de stroys the
ves sel in which it is kept.

Then, too, learn to for give your self.  We all make
mis takes (Ed. SINS).  The prob lem is not fail ing but
fail ing to take ad van tage of the pro vi sion God has made
for our fail ures.  First John 1:9 prom ises, “If we con fess
our sins, He is faith ful and just to for give us our sins,
and to cleanse us from all un righ teous ness.” 

Here is the Christian’s way to for give ness and
cleans ing.  When we con fess our sin to Christ, we may
know that we’re for given and cleansed, be cause that is
ex actly what He prom ises in that Scrip ture.

Once God has for given you, then for give your self. 
As sure your self that God not only for gave you but also
cleansed you and the wrong no lon ger ex ists; it is gone. 
So don’t keep pun ish ing your self for some thing that
God has for given and for got ten.  

Isa iah 43:25 says, “I, even I, am He that blotteth
out thy trans gres sions for Mine own sake, and will not
re mem ber thy sins.”  Don’t worry about things that God 
has blot ted out and does not re mem ber.

Some go through life mis er a ble be cause they will
not for give them selves.  So be for giv ing, not only of
oth ers, but also of your self.

            Se lected

But they that wait upon the LORD shall
renew their strength; they shall mount up

with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not 
be weary; and they shall walk and not faint.

Isa iah 40:31

The ma jes tic ea gle mates for life.  It is known for its
swift ness, scent, and keen sight.  But here the em pha sis
is on the ex ceed ing strength of his wings.  That strength
can be dis pensed to all those that wait upon the Lord. 
How?  By the power of God’s Word, through His Spirit,
and prayer.

            E. MacLelland 
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Ed i to rial 
RES

WHAT A TESTIMONY!
“I WILL love You, O LORD, my strength.  The LORD is my rock and my for tress and my 
de liv erer; My God, my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of my sal -
va tion, my strong hold.  I will call upon the LORD, who is wor thy to be praised; … In
my dis tress I called upon the LORD, And cried out to my God; He heard my voice from

His tem ple, And my cry came be fore Him, even to His ears.” 
(Psalm 18:1-6) 

WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME THAT YOU TOLD
JESUS THAT YOU LOVED HIM, AND ALSO TOLD
SOMEONE ELSE??? 

No tice what Da vid (a child of God) said many,
many years ago; when he was de liv ered from his many 
en e mies, and even king Saul!  You know, of ten the fear 
of man worketh a snare!   Also no tice what JESUS
says in Mat thew 10:26-34!

Please, first note that Da vid is tell ing that his re la -
tion ship to our Liv ing God is per sonal, pres ent tense
and pos ses sive.  It is much sim i lar to that fa vor ite
Psalm of many in Psalm 23:1; “THE LORD is my
shep herd, I shall not want” (lacking noth ing).

Ab so lutely noth ing can sur vive with out some
mea sure of light!  Da vid fur ther states his tes ti mony in
verse 28, “For You will light my lamp; The LORD my
God will en lighten my dark ness.”  By our spir i tual na -
ture we are born blind and in re bel lion against God.

The very first thing we find of God’s mar vel ous
Cre ation in His Holy Word is this: “Then God said,
‘Let there be light’, and there was light” Gen e sis 1:3.  
Then HE tells us to walk in the light while you have
the light and anoint thy eyes with eye-salve that we
may see!  IF we do not let God do this to us, the fol low -
ing is very rel e vant: “ …And if the blind leads the
blind, both will fall into a ditch.” (Mat thew 15:15b,
Luke 6:39)  IF you need fur ther ev i dence than God’s
in spired WORD, no tice that JESUS Him self spoke
these words!  YES, we come into this world spir i tu ally 
blind as SIN has cov ered our eyes, and we are also na -
ked; so we des per ately NEED to be ‘clothed’ in His
righ teous ness at the foot of Cal vary, where the
BLOOD of the cru ci fied and risen ONE said, “It is fin -
ished”.

Mar tin Lu ther rightly shares that un less we are
will ing to deal with our sin, the BIBLE is a closed
Book, for as we know, the Bi ble is given for needy sin -
ners.

There is a dis tinct dif fer ence be tween wit ness and
fel low ship, as we are to wit ness to the world and fel -
low ship with fel low be liev ers. We are to tell the un -
saved sin ners (the fact) of their need and the
Good-News of the Word of God.  Fellow shipping is
in ner-ac tion, as it is a two-way street.

AS we wit ness to the world, be sure what you wit -
ness is an chored in and with the Word of GOD, for
there is re ally no other sure foun da tion as JESUS is the 
Solid Rock.   

ONE of the def i nite ear-marks of be ing in the fam -
ily of God is this: “We know that we have passed from 
death to life, be cause we love the breth ren.  He who
does not love his brother abides in death.” (1 John
3:14)  In other words, we love to be in the midst of
born-again be liev ers! 

Years ago a Haugen tes ti fied  that when per sonal
tes ti mo nies are no lon ger a (wel come) part of a Wor -
ship Ser vice, such a church is slip ping spir i tu ally.

Re mem ber, a Chris tian’s tes ti mony is given to lift
up (or glo rify) the Name of JESUS, and it is to be per -
sonal, pres ent tense and co mes from a saved sin ner’s
heart and life; whether this per son is tes ti fy ing to one
or many!    

Now, com ing more di rectly back to our text, no -
tice what Da vid states: First of all, MY, that is pres ent
tense, pos ses sive and per sonal.

Da vid is made out of the same ‘dust’ as you and I.
In verse 6 he states: “In my dis tress.”   In a per -

son’s dis tress, some of the most ear nest and spe cific 
prayer re quests are heard in the ear of God be fore the
Throne of GRACE.   You see, when the barn is full,
seem ingly a per son can live with out God or when the
purse is burst ing with gold!

In this brief per sonal tes ti mony, Da vid men tions a
num ber of things: MY strength, rock, for tress, de liv -
erer, God, shield, horn of sal va tion and strong hold. 
There fore he says, “In my dis tress I called upon the
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THE BIBLE!
The Bi ble is not a sin gle book; it is a com bi na tion of

sixty-six books writ ten; but def i nitely in spired by the
third Per son of our Tri une GOD, the Holy Spirit.  God
used many hu man au thors of dif fer ent walks of life in its 
com po si tion of six teen hun dred years; but it is the same
AUTHOR!

It was writ ten by men on many places of so cial life,
from the herds man, fish er man and a med i cal doc tor up
to the King on His throne.  It con tains his tory, bi og ra -
phy, po etry, and law.

Very shortly af ter God’s Cre ation, the “fa ther of
lies”came into the Gar den of Eden full of pride as the
ser pent of lib erty.  The scene ends with the ser pent
bound, whose aim is to de ceive the whole world!  

It be gins with death and ends with no more death.
It be gins with par a dise lost and ends with par a dise

re stored.  WONDERFUL, WONDERFUL BOOK!
Philip Schaff has said, “Viewed merely as a hu man

or lit er ary pro duc tion the Bi ble is a mar vel ous Book and 
with out a ri val.  It em braces works of forty au thors rep -
re sent ing the ex tremes of so ci ety from the throne of a
king to the boat of a fish er man; it was writ ten dur ing a
long pe riod of six teen cen tu ries – on the banks of the
Nile, in the desert of Ara bia, in the Land of Prom ise, in
Asia Mi nor, in clas si cal Greece, and in im pe rial Rome. 
It com mences with the cre ation and ends with the fi nal
glo ri fi ca tion, af ter de scrib ing all the in ter ven ing stages
in re la tion to God and the spir i tual de vel op ment of man.

It uses all forms of lit er ary com po si tion.  It rises to
the high est heights and de scends to the low est depths of
hu man ity.  It mea sures all states and con di tions of life –
it is ac quainted with ev ery grief and ev ery woe; it
touches ev ery chord of sym pa thy.  It con tains the spir i -
tual bi og ra phy of ev ery hu man heart; it is suited to ev ery 
class of so ci ety and can be read with the same in ter est
and profit by the king and the beg gar, by the phi los o pher 
and the child.  It is as uni ver sal as the race and reaches
be yond the lim its of time into the bound less re gions of
eter nity.

Of all the books in the world, the Bi ble is the only
one of which we never tire but which we ad mire and
love more and more in pro por tion as we use it.  Like the
di a mond, it casts it luster in ev ery di rec tion; like a torch,
the more it is shaken the more it shines; like a heal ing
herb, the harder it is pressed the sweeter its fra grance.”

Please read II Timothy 3:16-17,  II Pe ter 1:16-21,
Psalm 119:89, Psalm 19, Rev e la tion 22:18-19.  

REGARDLESS if a man be lieves it or not; it will re -
main the same, for God says what He means, and means
what He says: WHAT A MARVELOUS MEANS OF
GRACE!

Be lieve it, fol low it, obey it AND a per son will
never go wrong!  The BIBLE is God’s Word from cover 
to cover and it is in spired, in-breathed by the Holy
Spirit) inerrant and in fal li ble.   Even the cover is al most
in spired by the Holy Spirit as it states: “Holy Bi ble.”  

LORD, And cried out to my God’ He heard my voice
from His tem ple (dwell ing place) And my cry came be -
fore Him, even to His ears.” – v. 6.   

Don’t for get that we live in a sin ful world and we
also have a three-fold en emy:  The World, Sa tan and
our own Flesh!   But for the sin ner who knows per son -
ally of Ephe sians 2:11-19, then, “…the eyes of the
LORD are on the righ teous, And His ears are open
to their prayers; But the face of the LORD is against 
those who do evil.” 1 Pe ter 3:12.

In the time of Noah, Law less ness was ram pant and 
to day we do not only have law less ness ram pant; but
also hor ren dous per se cu tion against CHRISTIANS
and the Jew ish peo ple through Mus lim ter ror ists.  (See 
II Tim o thy 3, 1 Tim o thy 4:1-3, Mat thew 5:10, John
8:35-47)

“Or do you not know that your body is the tem ple
of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from
God, and you are not your own?  For you were bought

at a price; there fore glo rify God in your body and in
your spirit, which are God’s.” (1 Co rin thi ans 6:19-20)  
In a sense, a Chris tian is made twice in the im age of
God.  (See Gen e sis 2:7)

BEFORE I close this ed i to rial, let me ask you this
question: What kind of stan dard-bearer are you for
JESUS – in word, ac tions and life-style?  Re mem ber,
you are an am bas sa dor of our Tri une GOD in a world
that would cru cify JESUS again, if that were pos si ble!  
(See II Co rin thi ans 5:17-21, He brews 11:25, 1 Chron i -
cles 28:9, Deu ter on omy 33:27, Isa iah 59, He brews
10:30-39, Mark 4:21-25, Colossians 2:10, Jude 24-25.  
Please prayer fully read the texts of the im me di ate ref -
er ences also)!

My hope is built on noth ing less than JESUS’
BLOOD and RIGHTEOUS… Mark 4:21-25, He -
brews 11:14-16.

LET THE REDEEMED OF THE LORD SAY SO



From Our Fellowship Circle

C. L. Viroqua, WI
I read your good mag a zine from cover to cover.  It has so
many good ar ti cles in it and is a rich bless ing and en cour -
age ment to me.  

May God con tinue to give you both health and strength to 
carry on.

A. G. Karlstad, MN 
Thank you for the Morn ing Glory.  The last is sue had so
much good “food” for the saved.  

I was so in spired read ing and know ing that oth ers agreed
on what the ‘Word stands for.’  It just makes you feel the
Lord is com ing soon!  I am cer tainly one who is await ing
for that time.  

May God bless you for the faith ful work you are do ing. 
(I wish I could help more)!

L. & J. W. Al ex an dria, MN 
Just a note to let you know we ap pre ci ate your mag a zine
and what you stand for.  Thank you for the ar ti cles – long
and short.

Am en clos ing a check for $… to help you con tinue to
spread the mes sage of “Good News”.  

Also we have a new ad dress …   our old ad dress was …

O. B. Sun City West, AZ
I heard about your pub li ca tion through the ‘Vine and the
Branches’.  Would you please send me a copy to re view. 

Bless ings to you for the Lord’s Work!

E. G. Story Plain, ALTA, Can ada 
Please find en closed my do na tion for a sub scrip tion to
the Morn ing Glory.  I read of the warn ings therein and I
know that we see all this also in Can ada and with a bur -
dened heart it be comes trou bling.  

How we need to pray that God will send a ‘re vival’, as
that is the ‘an swer’ or else we would wel come His com -
ing to take us Home (Heaven).

The lies and de cep tion that are work ing their way into the 
church is un be liev able.  

How ever, I am will ing to be found faith ful to God when -
ever He asks me to stand for the TRUTH!

God bless you all …

Hidden Treasure
(Please read Prov erbs 2:1-5)

Search for wisdom (insight and understanding)
as for hidden treasure, v. 5.

My hus band and I read in dif fer ent ways.  Since
Eng lish is a sec ond lan guage for Tom, he has a ten dency
to read slowly, word-for-word.  I of ten speed-read by
skim ming.  But Tom re tains more than I do.  He can eas -
ily quote some thing he read a week ago, while my re ten -
tion can evap o rate sec onds af ter I turn away from the
screen or book.

Skimming is also a prob lem when I’m read ing the
Bi ble – and not just the ge ne al o gies.  I’m tempted to skim 
fa mil iar pas sages and sto ries I’ve heard since I was a
child, or a psalm that is part of a fa mil iar cho rus.

Prov erbs 2 en cour ages us to make the ef fort to know
God better by care fully seek ing a heart of un der stand ing.  
When we read the Bi ble care fully and in vest time mem o -
riz ing Scrip ture, we ab sorb its truths more deeply (vv.
1-2).  Some times read ing the Word aloud helps us to hear
and un der stand the wis dom of God more fully.  And
when we pray the words of Scrip ture back to God and ask 
Him for “in sight and un der stand ing” (v. 3), we en joy a
con ver sa tion with the Au thor.

We come to know God and His wis dom when we
search for it with our whole heart.  We find un der stand ing 
when we seek it like sliver and search for it like hid den
trea sure.

          Cindy Hess Kasper 

Dear Lord, help me to slow down and lis ten to what
You want to teach me through Your Words so I can be

the per son You want me to be.

Read the Bi ble care fully and study it prayer fully.

    Our Daily Bread, Radio Bible Class, 2015 ©
Copyright, Grand Rapids, MI   Permission Granted.

Ed i tor’s Note: Im plied in this ar ti cle is that we need
to ask the Holy Spirit to re veal His Word to us.  Keep in
mind that God is the Au thor of the en tire BIBLE!  WE are 
to crave, mem o rize and  med i tate (like cat tle chew ing
their cud) upon it.  NOTICE: “Be dil i gent (Study) to
pres ent your self ap proved to God, a worker who does
not need to be ashamed, rightly di vid ing the world of
truth.”  (2 Tim. 2:15)  No tice whose ap proval a Chris tian
should seek!
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Alabama Chief Justice Says Judges
Must Uphold the State’s Sanctity of
Marriage Amendment

Al a bama Chief Jus tice Ray Moore is sued an ad min -
is tra tive or der … say ing, “Al a bama pro bate judges have 
a min is te rial duty not to is sue any mar riage li cense con -
trary to the Al a bama Sanc tity of Mar riage Amend -
ment.”…

Pur su ant to his re spon si bil ity to “take any such
other, fur ther or ad di tional ac tion as may be nec es sary
for the or derly ad min is tra tion of jus tice within the
state,”  Chief Jus tice Roy Moore has or dered Al a bama
pro bate judges to up hold the Al a bama Sanc tity of Mar -
riage Amend ment.

“I ap plaud Chief Jus tice Roy Moore for this or der
re-af firm ing the mar riage law in Al a bama,” said Matt
Staver, founder and chair man of Lib erty Coun sel.   “The 
Al a bama Su preme Court is sued an or der in March, 2015 
bar ring pro bate judges from is su ing same-sex mar riage
li censes af ter a fed eral court in Jan u ary of last year over -
turned Al a bama’s voter-ap proved con sti tu tional
amend ment de fin ing mar riage as one man and one
woman,”…

Liberty Counsel 
Ed i tor’s Note: Pray for Chief Jus tice Roy Moore. 

As far as I know, he is a godly man!

President Vetoes Bill Defunding
Planned Parenthood 

Pres i dent Obama squan dered no time in kill ing leg -
is la tion that would have largely defunded the coun try’s
No. 1 abor tion pro vider.

On Jan u ary 8 (2016), the pres i dent ve toed a bud -
get-re lated bill that would have cut nearly 90 per cent of
fed eral money in the next year for the Planned Par ent -
hood Fed er a tion of Amer ica (PPFA) and its af fil i ates. 
The leg is la tion also would have es sen tially gut ted the
con tro ver sial 2010 healthcare law op posed by nearly all
pro-life or ga ni za tions.

Obama, a strong backer of both Planned Par ent hood 
and the healthcare law, had prom ised to veto the leg is la -
tion.  He fol lowed through only two days af ter the
House of Rep re sen ta tives ap proved the bill…

Obama’s veto pro tected the in ter ests of an or ga ni za -
tion that per forms more than 300,000 abor tions a year
and re ceives more than $500 mil lion from the gov ern -

ment an nu ally; and con tin ues to be plagued by scan -
dal…

The Sen ate ap proved the mea sure in a 52-47 vote in
early De cem ber, while the house passed it in a 240-181
roll call Jan u ary 6.

Tom Strode for BAPTIST PRESS

Atheist Files Another Lawsuit to
Remove “In God We Trust” From
Currency 

Christiannews.net re ports: “Athe ist Mi chael
Newdow, who has filed nu mer ous suits chal leng ing the
mix ture of God and gov ern ment, first sub mit ted a com -
plaint in the South ern Dis trict of New York in March
2013, as sert ing that the motto vi o lates the Es tab lish -
ment Clause of the United States Con sti tu tion as it
serves to pros e ly tize un be liev ers.  

“But in Sep tem ber of that year, U.S. Dis trict Court
Judge Har old Baer, Jr., … re jected Newdow’s ar gu -
ments, opin ing that ‘the in clu sion of the motto on U S.
cur rency….does not vi o late the Es tab lish ment
Clause’”…

Now, Newdow is try ing a new ploy by bring ing in
chil dren and say ing they are be ing hurt by the at tempt of 
the gov ern ment to pro mote God on the cur rency: “His
new fed eral suit, filed in Ohio… has 43 plain tiffs, with
nine of them be ing chil dren…”

Athe ists de clare they re ject the idea of God, but they 
re ally re ject the free dom to be lieve in God in a pub lic
and prac ti cal way. 

If a per son’s life style re flects his be lief in God, it’s
in ev i ta ble that the life style will of fend some one – es pe -
cially athe ists.   

Since we live in a coun try in which so much of our
law and civ i li za tion is based on the Bi ble, athe ist are al -
ways of fended be cause they rep re sent an ide ol ogy that
had lit tle to do with any thing in the found ing of our
coun try.

Dr. Ron Baity, RETURN AMERICA

Bible Belt Bans Bibles, Invites Islam 

What’s the worst thing a child could stum ble on in
school?  Drugs?  Gangs? Maybe bul lies?  Try a Bi ble. 
Ac cord ing to one Ten nes see school dis trict, it seems the
big gest threat a stu dent could face is see ing a copy of
Scrip ture up close.



To “spare” kids this “hor ri fy ing” ex pe ri ence,
Bledsoe County schools is boot ing the Gideons from
school prop erty be cause a sin gle stu dent com plained.

Af ter years of of fer ing free Bibles to those who
wanted them, Chap lain Char lie Queen was stunned at the 
su per in ten dent’s over re ac tion.  “We sim ply go in; we lay
it on the ta ble.  We tell them what it is and who we are,
and if they want one … they freely take one,” he ex -
plained.   “We do not hand it to them; they take it freely
and vol un tarily.”

Un for tu nately, one “of fended” child seems to be all it 
takes to over rule the Con sti tu tion – which is ex actly what 
Bledsoe of fi cials are do ing.

As one re porter pointed out, “Even the ACLU notes
that it is ‘sim ply wrong’ to as sume that the Con sti tu tion
had de clared pub lic schools to be ’re li gion-free zones’”

Still, Su per in ten dent Jennifer Terry is ter ri fied of
stand ing up for the dis trict’s other 1,911 stu dents and is -
sued this state ment: “Bledsoe County Schools do not al -
low the dis tri bu tion of re li gious ma te ri als from any
re li gious groups.  The dis tri bu tion of re li gious ma te ri als
in a pub lic school is in vi o la tion of con sti tu tional pro vi -
sions and well-es tab lished fed eral and state laws and pre -
ce dence (sic).”

That’s in ter est ing, since the Su preme Court has said
the ex act op po site.  From Chris tian clubs to other
faith-based ac tiv i ties, the jus tices have been clear: re li -
gious ex pres sion in schools is n’t il le gal. 

What’s more, the school can’t ban re li gious dis tri bu -
tions if it al lows other non re li gious dis tri bu tions!  That’s
con tent-based dis crim i na tion…

Of course, the story of this con tro versy is that while
this is hap pen ing in Pikeville, par ents in the Nash ville
area are fu ri ous that their kids are learn ing the five pil lars
of Is lam in mid dle school.  Ap par ently, Ten nes see
schools are fine with of fi cially ac knowl edg ing Is lam’s
place in his tory but will not even al low the Bi ble on
school grounds! 

While it may not be in ten tional on the su per in ten -
dent’s part, the ef fect is the same when of fi cials cower in
the face of anti-free dom sec u lar ists.  The young stu dent
who com plained has ev ery right not to take a free Bi ble,
but he or she does n’t have the right to de prive oth ers of
one.

Tony Perkins, FAMILY RESEARCH COUNCIL 

Ed i tor’s Note: I am by no means a his tory scholar,
but it is so very in ter est ing that, at least two or three times 
in our coun try’s his tory, the Fed eral Gov ern ment had
printed and dis trib uted BIBLES!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Gospel of Christ
Archibald G. Brown once said:  “The Gos pel is a fact; 

there fore, tell it sim ply.  It is a joy ful fact; there fore, tell it 
cheer ily.  It is an en trusted fact; there fore, tell it faith fully.  
It is a fact of in fi nite mo ment; there fore, tell it ear nestly. 
It is a fact about a Per son; there fore, preach Christ.”

Af ter forty-one years of ser vice for the Lord in one
place, Dr. Baldwin said: “I tes tify that at thirty, af ter ex -
am in ing as best I could the phi los o phies and re li gions of
the world, I said, ‘Noth ing is better than the Gos pel of
Christ.’ 

“At forty, when bur dens be gan to press and years
seemed to has ten, I said, ‘Noth ing is as good as the Gos -
pel.’

“At fifty, when there were empty chairs in the home
and the mound build ers had done me ser vice, I said: 
“There is noth ing to be com pared with the Gos pel.’ 

“At sixty, when my sec ond sight saw through the de -
lu sions and van i ties of earthly things, I said, “There is
noth ing but the Gos pel.’

“At sev enty, amid many lim i ta tions, I sing:

“Should all the forms that men de vise
At tack my faith with treach er ous art,
I’d call them van i ties and lies 
And bind the Gos pel to my heart.”
            Isaac Watts 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right
hand  Psalm 80:17

This verse pic tures the hon ored po si tion Christ en -
joys at the Fa ther’s right hand – a place of power, priv i -
lege, and pre em i nence.  Christ is seen as God’s right
hand: af ter He purged our sins (Heb. 1:3); af ter He rose
from the dead (Rom. 8:34); af ter He as cended and was
ex alted by God (Acts 2:33).  It must have been com fort -
ing for the mar tyr Ste phen to see, “the glory of God and
Je sus stand ing on the right hand of God” (Acts 7:55).  It
be hooves us to, “Seek those things which are above,
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God” (Col. 3:1).

            Mil ton Haack  
O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to

come, 
Our shel ter from the stormy blast, and our eter nal

home.
Un der the shadow of Thy throne, Thy saints have

dwelt se cure;
Suf fi cient is Thine arm alone, and our de fense is

sure.
            Isaac Watts 
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The Prodigal’s Brother
A Ra dio Mes sage By Wilbur E. Nel son 

Je sus’ les son about the prod i gal son is well known –
of his leav ing home, of his life of wick ed ness in a far
city, of the des ti tu tion which came to him, of his re turn
to his fa ther’s home and of the fa ther’s gra cious and lov -
ing wel come when his son re turned.   

This fa ther had an other son – the older one who was
in the field.  And when he heard all of the mu sic and be -
came aware of all the joy ful cel e bra tion that was tak ing
place, he asked one of the ser vants what was go ing on. 
And when he was told what had hap pened, he was an gry 
and would not go into the house.

This el der brother of the prod i gal son has al ways
been held up as a type of Chris tian ity, but I won der if it
is not more ac cu rately a pic ture of the nom i nal church
mem ber.   He was some thing of a Phar i see at heart.  He
thought of his brother as a sin ner and no doubt thought
of him self as an ex am ple of good con duct and manly
vir tues.  But no doubt he brought as much sor row to his
fa ther’s heart as did the prod i gal.  He never went down
to the far coun try.  He did not de vour his liv ing in ri ot ous 
man ner of life.  His sins were dif fer ent from the prod i -
gal’s but they were sins, nev er the less.

These two men were not only broth ers by blood. 
They were broth ers in char ac ter.  The sep a rate streams
of their trans gres sion just hap pened to flow in dif fer ent
di rec tions.  We know very well about the sins – the fla -
grant sins – of the prod i gal.  He was drunken, he was ri -
ot ous, he was an out spo ken sin ner.  The el der brother’s
sins were more in grained.

They were not so ob vi ous and open.  But in the eyes
of God he was a sin ner.  Let us think for a few mo ments
about his life.  In the first place, he was able to say to his
fa ther, “Nei ther trans gressed I at any time thy com -
mand ments.”  You have to say his con duct was good. 
Out wardly he was a pu ri tan i cal in di vid ual.  He had
never openly bro ken one of his fa ther’s com mand ments.  
He was no doubt proud of his ex em plary be hav ior.  He
glo ried in his self-righ teous ness.  There are many peo -
ple who, in stead of con fess ing Je sus Christ, will con fess 
their own righ teous ness and brag on their own flaw less
char ac ter.  It is true that many peo ple can re frain from
mi nor sins or open sins and they take great pride in the
fact that they have never done this and never done that. 
Much honor is due to the man who lives a clean and pure 
life.  But if a man is de pend ing upon his own good ness
and own moral re straint to save him, he will die and go
to hell in spite of the clean, moral re cord he has.

There are vis i ble sins and in vis i ble sins.  It is some -
times easy to re frain from com mit ting the vis i ble sins of

pride, envy, ha tred and greed and self ish ness.  When
you study the teach ings of Je sus you will find that He
said very lit tle about phys i cal sins which are eas ily iden -
ti fied as sins.  But He hurled a great many darts at the
sins of cov et ous ness, the love of money and con ceited,
ego cen tric think ing and liv ing.

In the sec ond place, this el der brother served his fa -
ther, but with a feel ing of drudg ery.  I feel sorry for a
man like that.  Think of the church mem ber lis ten ing to
the Sunday morn ing ser vice with his eye on the clock in -
stead of the Lord, with his heart on the golf course in -
stead of the church.  He can not en joy his re li gion, if his
mis er a ble pro fes sion might be called re li gion.  He is a
wretched man.  The older brother worked in the field,
but it was a ser vice of drudg ery.  It had in it a note of an -
guish.  The way had been dreary.  The work had been
weary.  He had found no joy in serv ing his fa ther.  As he
toiled in the field, he would gaze up long ingly at the sun
to see how soon this wretched day could be over.

 We meet peo ple like that, don’t we?  They are suf -
fer ing along with a kind of re li gion which is some thing
like the man with a head ache.  He can’t af ford to lose his
head and it hurts him to keep it.  This re li gious phi los o -
phy pro duces the sour looks and the wretched coun te -
nances that in fest so many churches of to day.  My
friend, there is a place in grace where the ser vice of
Christ is the most joy ous and the most blessed thrill in
all the world.  There is a way of life which is a con stant
pa rade of bless ing and glory and where one may serve
God in joy and in grat i tude, not be cause of a com pel ling, 
fear ful dread of God’s anath ema. 

I think the out stand ing sin of his el der brother was
his envy.  Envy has bro ken up many a suc cess ful church.  
It has built a fence of bit ter ness be tween broth ers and
sis ters in the fam ily of God.  I think it is one of Sa tan’s
most use ful tools in tear ing down the church of God.

Oh, what a force ful les son this is to us of the dan ger
of mere neg a tive re li gion, of mere moral de cency and
moral good ness.  How it un der lines the fact that ev ery
man needs to be lifted above him self, to be de liv ered
from the sin and the guilt and the con dem na tion, not
merely of what he has done, but what he is.  How it un -
der lines the prob lem of sin as be ing not merely in do ing
but in be ing.

Now, how about you?  Have you come to see that
your own righ teous ness is as filthy rags, that your own
good ness will never stand the test of what God re quires
of us?  If you have not, I trust that to day you will come
to Him say ing, “Out of my bond age, sor row and night,
Je sus, I come, Into Thy free dom, glad ness and light,
Je sus, I come to Thee.”

The Grace Broadcaster



The Open CHANNEL 
(a Par a ble)

By B. E. Newcombe

In some places in the Ori ent, the tall est and most
beau ti ful bam boo trees are marked with the owner’s
name carved into the stem in or der that no one else shall
claim it.  When these bam boos are cut down, the core,
“heart,” is gouged out, and the tree is con verted into a
wa ter-pipe or chan nel and is used to con duct wa ter from
the moun tain-springs to ir ri gate the dry plains be low.
Such a tree tells its story to you.

A beau ti ful tree stood among scores of oth ers on a
lovely hill side, its stem dark and glossy, its beau ti ful
feath ery branches gently quiv er ing in the eve ning breeze.

As we ad mired it we be came con scious of a gen tle
rus tling of the leaves, and a low mur mur was dis tinctly
heard: You think me beau ti ful, you ad mire my tall stem
and grace ful branches, but I have noth ing to boast of.  All
I have I owe to the lov ing care of my Mas ter.  It was He
who planted me here in this very beau ti ful hill, where my
roots, reach ing down and dwell ing in hid den springs, and 
con tin u ally drink ing of their life-giv ing wa ter, re ceive
nour ish ment, re fresh ment, beauty and strength for my
whole be ing.

“Do you see those trees to one side, how mis er a ble
and parched they are?  Their roots have not yet reached
the liv ing springs.  Since I have found the hid den wa ters I 
have lacked noth ing.”

“You ob serve those char ac ters on my stem?  Look
closely – they are cut into my very be ing.  The cut ting
pro cess was pain ful – I won dered at the time why I had to
suf fer – but it was my Mas ter’s own hand that used the
knife, and when the work was fin ished, with a throb of
un ut ter able joy, I rec og nized it was His own name He had 
cut on my stem.  Then I knew be yond doubt that He loved 
and prized me and wanted all the world to know I be -
longed to Him.  I may well make it my boast that I have
such a Mas ter.”

Even as the tree was tell ing us of its Mas ter, we
looked around, and lo! The Mas ter Him self stood there. 
He was look ing with love and long ing on the tree, and in
His hand He held a sharp axe.   

“I have need of thee,” He said.  “Art thou will ing to
give thy self to Me?”

“Mas ter,” re plied the tree, “I am all Thine own – but
of what use can such as I be to Thee?”

“I need thee,” said the Mas ter, “to take My liv ing wa -
ter to some dry, parched places where there is none.”

“But, Mas ter, how can I do this?  I can dwell in Thy
liv ing springs and im bibe their wa ters from my own

nour ish ment.  But how can I give wa ter to oth ers?  I but
drink what suf fices for my own food.  What have I to give 
oth ers?”

The Mas ter’s voice grew won drously ten der as He
an swered, “I can use thee if thou art will ing.  I would fain
cut thee down and lop off all thy branches, leav ing thee
na ked and bare.  Yes, and I would still use the pain ful
knife, but all those bar ri ers within thy heart should be cut
away one by one, till there is a free pas sage for my liv ing
wa ter through thee.”

“Thou wilt die, thou sayest; yes, my own tree, THOU 
wilt die, but MY Wa ter of Life will flow freely and cease -
lessly through thee.  Thy beauty will be gone in deed. 
Hence forth, no one will look on thee and ad mire thy
fresh ness and grace, but many, many will stoop and drink 
of the life-giv ing stream which will reach them so freely
through thee. They may give no thought to thee, it is true,
but will they not bless thy Mas ter who has given them
His wa ter through thee?  Art thou will ing for this, My
tree?”

I held my breath to hear what the an swer would be. 
“My Mas ter, all I have and am is from Thee.  If Thou in -
deed hast need of me, then I gladly and will ingly give my
life to Thee.  If only through my dy ing Thou canst bring
Thy liv ing wa ter to oth ers I con sent to die.  I am Thine
own.  Take and use me as Thou wilt, my Mas ter.”  

And the Mas ter’s face grew still more ten der, but He
took the sharp axe and with re peated blows brought the
beau ti ful tree to the ground.  He con tin ued to strike till
the stem was sev ered again, and the glory of the tree, its
won drous crown of feath ery branches, was lost to it for -
ever.

Now in deed it was na ked and bare – but the
love-light in the Mas ter’s face deep ened as He took what
re mained of the tree on His shoul ders, and amid the sob -
bing of all its com pan ions, bore it away, far, far over the
moun tains.

But the tree con sented to all for the love of the Mas -
ter, mur mur ing faintly, “My Mas ter, where Thou wilt.”

 Ar riv ing at a lonely and des o late place, the Mas ter
paused, and again His hand took a cruel-look ing weapon
with sharp pointed blade, and this time thrust it right into
the very heart of the tree – for He would make a chan nel
for his liv ing wa ters, and only through the bro ken heart
of the tree could they flow un hin dered to the thirsty land.

Yet the tree re pined not, but still whis pered with
break ing heart, “My Mas ter, Thy will be done.”

So the Mas ter with the heart of love and the face of
tenderest pity dealt the pain ful blows and spared not, and
the keen-edged steel did its work un fal ter ingly till ev ery
bar rier had been cut away, and the heart of the tree lay
open from end to end, and the Mas ter’s heart was sat is fied.

11



12

Then again He raised it and gently bore it, wounded
and suf fer ing, to where un no ticed till now, a spring of
Liv ing Wa ter, clear as crys tal, was bub bling up.  There
He laid it down – one end just within the heal ing wa ters.  
And the stream of life flowed in, right down the heart of
the tree from end to end, along all the road made by the
cruel wounds – a gen tle cur rent to go on flow ing out,
ever flow ing, never ceas ing, and the Mas ter smiled and
was sat is fied.   

The Mas ter re turned to His tree and lov ingly asked,
“My tree, dost thou now re gret the lone li ness and suf fer -
ing?  Was the price too dear – the price for giv ing the
Liv ing Wa ter to the world?”  And the tree re plied, “My
Mas ter, no, a thou sand times no!”

“He that be liev eth on Me, as the Scrip ture hath
said, from within him shall flow rivers of liv ing wa -
ter” (John 7:18).

Selected 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Sleep On, “Silent” American 
Sleep on, si lent Amer i can… Turn your ears from

the clamor of mobs in the street, the an guished cries of
young Amer i cans dy ing on for eign soil, the wail of a
starv ing child… Sleep on, si lent Amer i can.  If to mor -
row’s head lines frighten you, just don’t look.   

Sleep on, si lent Amer i can… Say noth ing, do noth -
ing; and the prob lems of this na tion, you hope, will van -
ish…. Don’t be an noyed by your chil dren …Tell your
tod dler not to bother you but to go play with his toys…
Your eight-year-old has books and games and a color
TV… It is n’t nec es sary for you to go to his room to hear
his prayers… Let him en ter tain him self.

Sleep on, si lent Amer i can… Hand your car keys to
your teen ager, give him some cash, and tell him to go
have him self a good time; but don’t ask him where he’s
go ing… That would be a vi o la tion of his pri vacy and an
in fringe ment upon his civil rights… Don’t re quire him
to work and earn his own money.

Sleep on, si lent Amer i can… Don’t go to the polls
on elec tion day… Re sist the urge to dis play an Amer i -
can flag on your lawn, and never be seen with your hand
over your heart… Ap plaud nu dity in the the ater and por -
nog ra phy on the news stands… That is the New Mo ral -
ity… Have n’t you heard?

Sleep on, si lent Amer i can… Cer tainly, you won’t
mind giv ing up a few of your con sti tu tional rights and
hav ing your taxes in creased a bit each year… Some one
must pay for the spe cial priv i leges, the doles, grants, tax
ex emp tions, etc., with which the Fed eral bu reau crats
“buy” the sup port of spe cial in ter est and mi nor ity

groups.
Sleep on, si lent Amer i can… If you would find fa -

vor with the Fed eral bu reau cracy, you will sur ren der
your “an ti quated” prin ci ples and con vic tions, along
with your schools and other in sti tu tions…You’ll ap -
prove too of the mon grel yoke which is be ing fash ioned
for com ing gen er a tions of your pos ter ity.

Sleep on, si lent Amer i can…Your an ces tors sac ri -
ficed, bled and died to win for you the free dom you are
now sur ren der ing… but times have changed… you
won’t be pres ent to wit ness the an guished ex is tence to
which, by your ap a thy and in dif fer ence, you are help ing 
to con demn an other gen er a tion… But don’t let the fate
of that gen er a tion worry you… just cover your eyes,
close your ears, deafen your con science, and SLEEP
ON.

Sword of the Lord

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Keep the Fire Burning
I once lived in a house with an un der ground kitchen

that was so damp that when we failed to keep up a vig or -
ous fire, the floor was en crusted with white mold – so
much so that the maid could fill her dust pan with it; but
when the fire was burn ing bright and warm, the bricks
and walls were kept per fectly dry. 

There was al ways the la tent ten dency to being
damp, but it was kept in abey ance by the heat so that it
could not do as it oth er wise would.  So when the Holy
Ghost, as fire, works might ily within the heart, those
ten den cies to sin which are, alas, nat u ral to us are over -
come and thwarted and kept in the place of death.  

The Holy Ghost is in ev ery Chris tian.  “If any man
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” (Rom.
8:9).  But in many He is cribbed into a nar row space,
con fined in an at tic or a cel lar of their souls; there fore,
He can not do for them what He would.

If that has been so, and if there fore your life has
been one of fail ure and dis ap point ment, open ev ery de -
part ment and room of your be ing to His gra cious op er a -
tions. — F. B. Meyer 

Ed i tor’s Note: The Holy Spirit is a per son who is
equal with Je sus and God the Fa ther; so a per son is ei -
ther the tem ple of the Holy Spirit or not!  The ques tion is 
then:  How much of your per son does the Holy Spirit
con trol – your heart, mind and life style?  For ex am ple:
you ei ther are mar ried or not, and yet there is a vast dif -
fer ences of har mony be tween mar ried cou ples!



Is the Islamic God the 
Same as the Real God?

By Dr. Shelton Smith 

As the Is lamic in roads in Amer ica are pro gres sively
paved into the main stream of our so ci ety, the de bate is be -
ing care fully ma nip u lated to gar ner as much pub lic ity as
pos si ble.  With their ad vo cates hav ing time in front of the
cam eras and in the printed press, they are thereby en abled
in their cur rent strat egy for the Islamization of our na tion.

One of the items pres ently on their agenda is to con -
vince the Amer i can pub lic, in clud ing Chris tians, that
Chris tians and Mus lims wor ship the same God.  In De -
cem ber that topic got a push for ward by the in ane ac tions
of a Wheaton Col lege pro fes sor.

The New York Times re ported (De cem ber 17, 2015)
that “Dr. (Larycia) Hawkins posted pho to graphs of her self 
on Facebook in a Mus lim head cov er ing, which she
pledged to wear at work, in air planes, and at so cial events
dur ing the weeks be fore Christ mas in sol i dar ity with Mus -
lims fac ing re li gious dis crim i na tion.

“I stand in re li gious sol i dar ity with Mus lims be cause
they, like me, a Chris tian, are peo ple of the book,” she
wrote in part.  “And, as Pope Fran cis stated last week, we
wor ship the same God.”…

“Two days later, Dr. Hawkins said on Facebook that af -
ter her ges ture of sol i dar ity with Mus lims, she had ‘re ceived 
pushback al most ex clu sively from other Chris tians.

The pushback has pri mar ily cen tered on the claim that 
Chris tians and Mus lims wor ship the same God.’” 

This event ac com plishes two things for Mus lims.  First, 
it paints Is lam as be ing a vic tim of dis crim i na tion and per se -
cu tion (which is a lie); and sec ond, it cre ates an im age of
Chris tians as in tol er ant big ots (which is an other lie).

Un for tu nately the Wheaton pro fes sor, the Cath o lic
pope, and even some pas tors have mud dled the wa ter on
whether or not the Is lamic god is the same as the God of
Cre ation…

Is lam’s False God 

Al lah!  Who is Al lah?  What is his his tory, his track re -
cord?  Is Al lah just an other name for the God of Cre ation? 
Is Al lah the same as Je ho vah?  Or is Al lah just a fic tional
char ac ter, an other myth o log i cal god of sorts?

The Mus lim’s motto, called the Shahadah, says,
“There is one god, his name is Al lah, and Mu ham mad is
his prophet.”  Is that true?  Is it fact or fic tion?  Is it pos si -
ble that they are right?

No!  It is not true!  They are not right.  Still, the rep e ti -
tious rec i ta tion of this state ment is the creed of Is lam.  For
Mus lims, the re peat ing of the Shahadah sev eral times a
day is the con fes sion that is the es sen tial ex pres sion of

what it means to be Mus lim.   
Is lam is mono the is tic – that is, they be lieve in one

god, namely, Al lah!  Al though they do give Je sus Christ
place as a prophet, they re ject out right and force fully the
idea that He is God.  The Ko ran says that Je sus Him self re -
gards any claim for His di vin ity in be ing blas phe mous
(Surah 6:101, 9:30; 19:88, 89, 91, 92).

To the Mus lim, the doc trine of the Trin ity is a claim of
poly the ism.  To sug gest that some one else is the same
level as Al lah meets with their firm re sis tance.  They be -
lieve that Chris tians who at test the truth of the Trin ity or
who as cribe de ity to Je sus are “in fi dels.”  The Chris tian’s
be liefs about Je sus are con sid ered to be su per sti tious and
pa gan.  To the Mus lim, Je sus was a prophet but en tirely
hu man, only a man and never God.   

The truth is, the Is lamic Al lah is a god bor rowed from
the my thol ogy of the pa gan ism which was prev a lent in the
Mid dle East in the time of Mu ham mad.  In ef fect, Mu ham -
mad “cre ated” Al lah.   

The hard ev i dence dem on strates that the god Al lah
was a pa gan de ity.  In fact, he was the moon god who was 
mar ried to the sun god dess, and the stars were his
daugh ters…

The moon god was called Alilah, the god, which
was short ened to Al lah in pre-Is lamic times…

Mu ham mad was raised in the re li gion of the moon
god Al lah.  But he went one step fur ther than his fel low
pa gan Arabs.  While they be lieved that Al lah (the
moon god) was the great est of all gods and the su preme 
de ity in a pan theon of de i ties, Mu ham mad de cided
that Al lah was not only the great est god but the only
god…

The Mus lim’s claim that Al lah is the God of the Bi -
ble and that Is lam arose from the re li gion of the proph -
ets and apos tle is re futed by solid, over whelm ing
ar che o log i cal ev i dence…

(Robert Morey, The Islamic Invasion, Las Vegas, Nev.;
Christian Scholars Press, 1982, pp. 211-218).                                                                                     

Excerpts, The Sword of the Lord.

Ed i tor’s Note: I used to think that Mat thew 15:14
applied only in the spir i tual realm, but now I am def i -
nitely con vinced it deals both with Chris tian ity and also
so ci ety. “ …they are blind lead ers of the blind; And if
the blind leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch”.

P. S.  It is now known that over 800 Wheaton grad u -
ates have signed a pe ti tion say ing that they will stop sup -
port ing the col lege if Dr. Hawkins is not re in stated. 
Pretty sad, in deed!
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Reaching People for Jesus
A man in this church was very suc cess ful in reach -

ing peo ple for Je sus.  He did not know much. He would
just reach out and get hold of peo ple and bring them to
the Lord.  It amazed me.  I have seen him go to peo ple
and say three or four words, and those peo ple would
start for ward.  He brought lit er ally doz ens down this
aisle.

One day I went to where he was in a small busi ness. 
He worked alone.  I went to his of fice.  I never saw such
a man in my life.  He was not hand some, he did n’t have
the great est per son al ity in the world, but he would just
reach out and lay hold of some body for Je sus just like
pick ing ap ples off a tree.

I wanted to find out about that fel low.  There was
some thing about him that was mi rac u lous.  So I went to
his of fice to see him.  I said, “Friend, what in the world
is it about you?  You draw peo ple to Christ like a per son
draw ing in fish.”   

I, a preacher, had to hum ble my self.  I said, “What
do you say to them?”

He an swered me like this: “Tom, years ago when I
lived in De troit, I was the worst drunk in the world.  No -
body had any hope for me.  I lit er ally drank my fam ily
down the drain.  But one day a per son came to me and
said, “You know, the Lord can save you.  I too was a
drunk and an al co holic and the Lord saved me.  The
Lord can change your whole life.”

“Brother Tom, the Lord reached down in the gut ter,
got hold of me and saved me.  Since then I have just
been tell ing peo ple what Je sus did for me.”

I said, “I have seen you go to to tal strang ers, folks
you had never laid eyes on, and reach out to them; and
here they came.  What do you say to them?”

He re plied, “Just what I told you.  I tell them the
Lord has done great things for me.  I tell them I was an
al co holic and He saved me.  I tell them that He can save
them no mat ter how deep in sin they may be.  That is all I 
know.  That is all God told us to tell peo ple.”

            Dr. Tim Malone

Selected

True Re pen tance

We are some times re pen tant be cause of the harm we 
have done our selves and oth ers in our trans gres sions,
but there is lit tle re pen tance to ward God.  We may re gret 
what our sins do to our tes ti mony and its evil ef fect on
oth ers, but we are lit tle con cerned be cause the fel low -

ship with God is bro ken.  This makes for shal low and in -
ad e quate con fes sion be cause we have not touched the
heart of the trou ble.

            Vance Havner

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him
must worship in spirit and truth  John 4:24.

TO wor ship God is not the same as to pray.  Wor ship 
is the high est form of thanksgiving, ad mi ra tion, and
trust.  It is hum bling to lift one’s spirit up to God.  It is to
let the in ner man kneel and ac knowl edge that God is
God, Al mighty, Eter nal, and Gra cious, and that we are
help less crea tures who have no one else to de pend on
but Him. This ven er a tion of God, this long ing to honor
and thank Him causes the soul to yearn deeply for the
ref uge of His di vine power and grace and thus cre ate in
us a holy de sire to do His will.

To wor ship is not to beg for food or health or other
earthly things.  It is to feel that you are very, very small,
and that God is un speak ably great and good.  The wings
of the spirit then grow larger and stron ger, so that we
more eas ily get away from our selves and move up to
God, away from dis trust and im po tence.  Then we for get 
life’s lit tle sor rows, and we bless and praise Him who
does all things well.   Wor ship lifts us a step nearer to
God and en no bles our spirit, so that we be come ho lier
men.  When once we en ter heaven and stand in God’s
pres ence, then we will join in wor ship with an gels, and
with peo ple from all races and coun tries.

May we learn more of the blessed art of wor ship
while we are still on the way home. 

“Such doth the Fa ther seek to be His wor ship -
pers.”

Holy, holy, holy, mer ci ful and mighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy name, in earth and

sky and sea; 
Holy, holy, holy, mer ci ful and mighty!
God in three per sons, blessed Trin ity!

Thy Kingdom Come, by Ludvig Hope, Copyright,
Augsburg Publishing House, Permission Granted

There is a com mon, worldly kind of Chris tian ity
in this day, which many have and think they have
enough – a cheap Chris tian ity which of fends no -
body and re quires no sac ri fice, which costs noth -
ing and is worth noth ing.
            J. C. Ryle 



Reaping and Sowing

One soweth, and another reapeth.  I sent you 
to reap that whereon ye have not labored:

others have labored, and ye are entered into
their labor.  John 4:37-38

THERE were Chris tians who lived and worked be -
fore us; God takes into con sid er ation what they did, too. 
If their work had not been done, we would not be gath er -
ing fruit.

Granted that some times the work of our an ces tors
was prim i tive and un im pres sive – nev er the less mother
of ten took us in her lap and folded our child hands in
prayer.  She told us about God, about Je sus, about the an -
gels and heaven, and about evil that lurks around us.  We
had our seat in school, too, with Bi ble his tory, cat e chism,
and hymn book; and we sat in church and cha pel and
heard the Word of God.  Then was good seed sowed in
our heart, too.   

It is a priv i lege to have a part in times of great spir i -
tual awak en ings, and to help peo ple to find peace with
God.  But we must never for get those who worked be fore
us.  God does not for get them.  The work of ev ery prayer -
ful and be liev ing la borer in the king dom of God will bear
fruit.  Even though we do not see it now, the fruit will ap -
pear in due time.  We will be lieve what God has said, and
then we will be made strong to hold out.

“In due sea son we shall reap, if we faint not.”

Je sus, Mas ter! At Thy Word 
I will work whate’er be tide me, 
And I know Thou wilt, O Lord, 
By Thy Word and Spirit guide me; 
At Thy Word my faith shall see 
All things work for good to me.

Thy Kingdom Come, by Ludvig Hope, Copyright,
Augsburg Publishing House, Permission Granted

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The righteous God trieth the hearts 
and the reins  Psalm 7:9

God is righ teous in His judg ments.  This is an ab so -
lute truth.  He shows His righ teous ness by con sid er ing all 
fac tors be fore He judges, even the hid den ones.  He alone 
can do this, for He alone knows “the hearts and the
reins.”

When it says that God tries the hearts, it means that
He will not judge the life of a hu man be ing or a sin gle act
ac cord ing to su per fi cial ev i dence, but ac cord ing to the

mo tives.  The great Judge does not look merely at the out -
ward acts by them selves, but He looks for the rea son
which has driven a per son to com mit them.  With out a no -
ble mo tive an act is not good.  Love must be the driv ing
power.  With out it, we are noth ing be fore God.  And the
sin ful ness of sin is the evil dis po si tion be hind it.  All sin
is mea sured by this stan dard.   

Test your self by the stan dard of God.

Streams of Gladness by Fredrik Wisloff, Copyright by
Augsburg Publishing House, Permission Granted

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

For thou, Lord, wilt bless the righteous; with 
favor wilt thou compass him as with a shield.

Psalm 5:12

The pic ture is taken from war fare.  The bat tle is hard.  
Death-deal ing ar rows are be ing shot at the sol dier, and
his life is in ut most dan ger.  But the dan ger is warded off. 
The war rior is ac com pa nied by a shield-bearer.  The ar -
rows strike against the shield and fall to the earth, while
the un scathed sol dier moves steadily for ward.

Thus it is also in the bat tle of the Lord.  The en emy of
the soul shoots his ar rows, and the bat tle is hard.  But the
war rior stands se cure.  God Him self is his shield-bearer. 
He cov ers him with the shield of grace, which quenches
all the fi ery darts of the evil one.  He is able – “hav ing
done all to stand.”

There for you are safe, strug gling child of God!  
“With fa vor wilt thou com pass him about as with a

shield.”

Streams of Gladness by Fredrik Wisloff, Copyright by
Augsburg Publishing House, Permission Granted

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

I cried unto the LORD with my voice; with
my voice unto the LORD did I make my

supplication.  Psalm 142:1

Gen erally speak ing, caves are un pleas ant places.  In
a fig u ra tive sense mul ti tudes live in caves ev ery day –
caves of worry, dis cour age ment, de pres sion, bit ter ness,
fear, doubts, lone li ness, to name just a few.  When Da vid
wrote this psalm he was in a lit eral cave, per haps Engedi
or Adullam, hid ing from King Saul who wanted to kill
him.  What did Da vid do?  He prayed..  And this is what
we should do when we find our selves in a dark and trou -
ble some cave.    

            W. Ross Rainey 
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Up Date

“Praying always with all prayer and
supplication in the Spirit, being
watchful…” Ephesians 6:18a. 

I know that, at this time, the po lit i cal arena is in
full force in the “box ing ring” for the bet ter ment of
the fu ture of our great Na tion (USA); but a fuller re -
cov ery would be re turn ing to the old time bib li cal
Chris tian ity which we seek to prac tice and make NO
apol o gies for keep ing.

At this time we still are strug gling fi nan cially,
and maybe I have failed to ex press how vi tal and cru -
cial you are in the bat tle to pro mote bib li cal truths in
these days of apos tasy.  ALSO, we need to pre serve,
pro tect and pro mote our des per ate NEED for a
Heaven sent Re vival in our USA and be yond, both
spir i tu ally and secularly.

IF we do not, nor can not, up hold God’s Stan -
dard, at home, the ‘aboard’ will suf fer and souls will
be lost for time and eter nity – in both ar eas!  

We are in a bat tle for both the nour ish ment and
sal va tion of pre cious souls; in clud ing yours and
mine!  (This is not a threat, but re al ity in the light of
God’s Holy word, the BIBLE).  Can WE count on
YOU for ei ther fur ther en force ment or welcoming
YOU in join ing our ranks?

On ward Chris tian Sol diers march ing as to
war …

“Pray ing al ways… with all per se ver ance and
sup pli ca tion for all the saints – and for me (us)
that I (we) …. That I (we) may open my (our)
mouth boldly to make known the mys tery of the
gos pel, for which I (we) are an am bas sa dor …
boldly, as I (we) ought to speak” Eph. 6:18-20 – as
Am bas sa dors.

Feb ru ary’s in come for the min is try of the Morn -
ing Glory is $2,064.00.

The cost of pub lish ing and mail ing the Morn ing
Glory each month is approx. $2,000 PLUS staff sal -
ary and other ex penses.

FRANKLY, each is sue of the Morn ing Glory
costs ap prox i mately $1.25 per copy.  

ALSO, does the LORD want YOU to leave in
your ‘Last Will and Tes ta ment’ the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion/Morn ing Glory min is try?

An nual Con fer ence Of The Hauge
Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion 

“BUILDING AND BATTLING”  is the theme
for this year’s An nual con fer ence of the Hauge Lu -
theran Innermission Fed er a tion/Morn ing Glory –
based on Jude 3 and the Book of Nehemiah.  

It will be held June 24-26 at St. Paul’s Lu theran
Church of Fargo, ND with Pas tor Mi cah Hjermstad
as Host Pas tor.

Sched uled guest speak ers include: Pas tor/Evan ge -
list Willmore Gundersen, Cir cuit Judge Tim o thy
Tingelstad and Ag/Busi ness man and Farmer, Mar low
Nash.

Pray that people will come from near and far
with a hun ger for the WORD of GOD and Chris tian
fel low ship, and that Christ may be glo ri fied!

We are looking for ward to see ing YOU in at ten -
dance and please pray spe cif i cally for this Hauge Bi -
ble Con fer ence.

WELCOME!


