
Living with Abortion
Psalm 139:13

had an abor tion nine years ago. It still haunts me to 
this day.  The abor tion pro vid ers con vinced me
that abor tion would fix my sit u a tion.  They con -
vinced me that it would open up doors to great op -

por tu ni ties.  But re ally, it tore me apart to my core.
Be fore that day when I sat in the clinic with a pos i tive 

preg nancy test, I had never heard the word abor tion. 
Sure, I had no idea what it meant.  They por trayed it in
such an el e gant way—as if it was n’t some thing that in -
volves death, but will give you back the life you want. 
This is ab so lutely pos i tively wrong.

I chose abor tion out of fear.  I was so fo cused on the
fear of hav ing a child that I never feared what I would
feel af ter abort ing my child.  I made this de ci sion very
quickly.

It was sched uled for two days be fore my eigh teenth
birth day.  I was not le gally an adult and was still un der
my par ents’ guard ian ship.  I went as far as pre sent ing my -
self be fore a judge and mak ing my claim of why I needed
to be eman ci pated from my par ents in or der to have this
pro cess ac cel er ated.  We dis cussed my dream to go to
col lege af ter high school and how that would not be pos -
si ble with a child.

I was on a mis sion.  I was so dis tracted by the pro cess 
to abort that I never took the time to ac knowl edge the
preg nancy as a hu man grow ing in side of my womb.  I re -
fused to look at it this way and I was not told oth er wise. I
made a de ci sion prior to ar riv ing at the abor tion clinic
that I would NOT look at the ul tra sound.  I would n’t ad -
mit it at the time, but I know that if I saw the baby, I
would NOT be able to pro ceed.  I thought I had out -

smarted the truth.
As a woman, I have been de signed to pro cre ate.  This 

in volves my anat omy, but also my heart and mind.  I left
that clinic empty, alone and hope less. The choice to kill
my child in the womb should have been un think able.  I
wish I had known then what I know now.  Abor tion can
and will de stroy a woman’s soul.

I never went on to col lege af ter high school.  In stead,
I be came a drug ad dict my se nior year of high school.  I
had lost all hope.  I used ev ery thing I could get my hands
on to numb the pain. My life com pletely spi raled down -
hill fol low ing my abor tion.  It took a lot of time, a great
amount of cour age, and some pretty amaz ing peo ple to
help me come to terms with the truth.

All I saw for years when I looked in the mir ror, was a
mur derer.  Five years af ter my abor tion, I fi nally con -
fessed my sin to God.  

I be lieve God has taken my baby to heaven, but it’s
been four years since then, and I am still strug gling to
truly feel his for give ness. Be fore my abor tion, I never
knew who Je sus was.  But through des per a tion, I fi nally
ac cepted Je sus as Lord and Sav ior of my life, and for that, 
I am for ever thank ful.

The Lord takes bro ken things and makes them beau -
ti ful.  If there is one thing that I am sure of to this day, it is
that women should be en cour aged to choose life. 
Choosing life will em power women more than abor tion
ever will. 

Anon y mous
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“Even to your old age I
am He and to gray hairs 
I will carry you; I have
made and I will bear; I

will carry, and will
save” (Is. 46:4, RSV).

“Even to your old age,”
de clares God.  This won der -
ful prom ise of the Lord is for
the young as well as for the
aged.

Each day brings us a step 
nearer the grave.  The dis -
tance be hind us be comes in -
creas ingly greater, and the
re main ing dis tance shorter. 
We change with out be ing
aware of it.  The years leave
their marks upon us which
can never be re moved.

But through all this the
Lord re mains the same—the
same un change able, faith ful
God and Fa ther.  Never does
He tire of us and never does
He for sake us.  His love is as
ten der, and His con cern as
un tir ing and faith ful as ever. 
God is the same to day as
when we were chil dren.

“Even to gray hairs I will 
carry you,” He says.  “I have
made, and I will bear; I will
carry, and I will save.”
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Inclusive?
Some churches to day prac tice what they call “Be ing

In clu sive.”  This means that “ev ery one is wel come, re -
gard less of who you are or what you have done.  Af ter all,
Je sus loves ev ery one in the whole world – None are ex -
cepted.  To draw lim its on who can be part of the church
would limit some peo ple for whom Je sus died.  The true
Church of Je sus Christ knows no bounds and lim its no
one.”  Those who prac tice this point out that even Je sus
Him self went out of His way to talk to a woman of Sa -
maria, who were  a group of peo ple de spised by the Jews. 
Af ter all, God loves peo ple un con di tion ally.

On the sur face, this sounds very good and Bib li cal,
but a closer look shows us some thing com pletely dif fer -
ent.  When these churches prac tice be ing in clu sive, they
re ally mean those who are in volved in per verted sex ual
prac tices.  When they say that ev ery one is wel come, they
don’t just mean that they can show up for a wor ship ser -
vice with out ha rass ment.  They mean that they can be ac -
tive and prac tic ing mem bers of the church just the way
they are.  There is no ac knowl edg ment that these prac tices
are sin be fore God and there is no re pen tance and for sak -
ing of these life styles that is re quired of them.  Is this the
pat tern we see in Scrip ture for the New Tes ta ment church?

We have an ex am ple in the New Tes ta ment where the
church had to deal with a sim i lar in ci dent.  In I Co rin thi ans 
5:1-2, Paul said,  “It is ac tu ally re ported that there is im -
mo ral ity among you, and im mo ral ity of such a kind as 
does not ex ist even among the Gen tiles, that some one
has his fa ther’s wife.   And you have be come ar ro gant,
and have not mourned in stead, in or der that the one who
had done this deed might be re moved from your midst.”  In 
this in stance, there was a man who was a mem ber of the
Co rin thian church.  He was in volved in a per verted sex ual
prac tice.  He was NOT wel come in the the church – In fact, 
Paul com manded that they ex pel this man from their
midst.  In fact, Paul turned this man over to the devil to be
de stroyed that per haps he might see his er ror and be saved. 
“I have de cided to de liver such a one over to Sa tan for the
de struc tion of his flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the
day of the Lord Je sus.”  This was not the only sin that Paul
sin gled out ei ther.     “But I ac tu ally, I wrote to you not to
as so ci ate with any so-called brother if he should be an im -
moral per son, or cov et ous, or an idol a ter, or a re viler, or a
drunk ard, or a swin dler– not even to eat with such a one.”
(I Co rin thi ans 5:11)  Does this list sound like a state ment of le -
gal ism or a New Tes ta ment stan dard of Chris tian liv ing? 
His fi nal ad mo ni tion in this mat ter is this:  “Re move the
wicked man from among your selves.” (I Cor. 5:13)  The New 
Tes ta ment Church was not in clu sive, but rather ex clu sive
in terms of church mem ber ship.

Why such a strong ad mo ni tion?

Paul knew that if this ex am ple is al lowed to stand, it
will cor rupt the en tire church be cause ev ery one would
then think that they can live any way they please and still
be ac cept able to God.  So how do we main tain the dif fer -
ence be tween be ing in clu sive in evan ge lis tic preach ing
and ex clu sive in terms of church mem ber ship?

Ev ery one should be wel come to come to the church
and hear the Word of God – re gard less of their sin.  Per -
haps they might hear the Word and be con victed and re -
pent and be saved.  This is the at ti tude that Je sus took
when he dealt with peo ple with all man ner of sins be cause
the call to sal va tion is to come just as you are.  But what is
be ing over looked to day is that you must come in re pen -
tance.  Je sus calls peo ple out of their sins to a life of free -
dom.  This would be the ex am ple of Je sus in John 4
be cause He did ask the woman at the well about her hus -
band be cause she was liv ing with a man with out be ing
mar ried.  On the other hand if they want to be part of the
church, then there will have to be re pen tance and ac knowl -
edg ment that these prac tices are wrong be fore God.  

The Scrip tures state this in I Co rin thi ans 6:9-11, “Or
ado you not know that the un righ teous shall not in herit the 
king dom of God? Do not be de ceived; nei ther for ni ca tors,
nor idol a ters, nor adul ter ers, nor ef fem i nate, nor ho mo -
sex u als,  nor thieves, nor the cov et ous, nor drunk ards, nor
re vil ers, nor swin dlers, shall in herit the king dom of God. 
And such were some of you; but you were washed, but you
were sanc ti fied, but you were jus ti fied in the name of the
Lord Je sus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God.”  When
there is re pen tance of sin pres ent, then there will be a
change in the lives of peo ple.  The sin ful life style is the
way peo ple WERE be fore con ver sion, not the way they
ARE now af ter com ing to Christ.  If peo ple are not will ing
to re pent and for sake the for mer life of sin, then they
should not be part of the church.  It is n’t say ing that they
won’t per haps strug gle with par tic u lar sins, but there is an
ac knowl edg ment that these prac tices are not com pat i ble
with the be ing a Chris tian.  

God loves peo ple un con di tion ally as far as of fer ing
any one sal va tion, re gard less of who they are or what they
have done.  But God’s wrath is cer tainly con di tional upon
the be hav ior of peo ple based upon what they do at any
time in their lives.  Je sus drove the money chang ers out of
the tem ple with a whip (John 2:13-16) and called the
scribes and Phar i sees, “hyp o crites, a brood of vi pers and
headed for hell.” (Matt. 23:29-33)  This does n’t sound
very in clu sive, does it?

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN
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“Our soul waiteth for the Lord…”
Psalm 33:20

I am a soul – and I have a body!  The body is the
house in which the soul lives.  When Ol i ver Wendell
Holmes was in his 80th year, a friend hailed him and
asked, “How are you?”  “I’m fine,” said Holmes, “the
house I live in is tot ter ing and crum bling, but Ol i ver
Wendell Homes is fine, thank you.”  In this ma te ri al is tic
age, we of ten for get that the real, the abid ing part of us is 
in vis i ble.  Much time, money, and ef fort are ex pended to 
per pet u ate the phys i cal part of us, and too many are un -
con cerned about their spir i tual health and nur ture. 
Hence doc tors’ of fices are over crowded, and many min -
is ters’ coun sel ing rooms are empty.  When God cre ated
man, He made him dis tinc tive, dif fer ent from the other
an i mals.  “He breathed into him the breath of life and
man be came a liv ing soul.”  He clothed  him with in tel -
li gence, con science, and a will.  He made him like Him -
self – a com pan ion, a friend of God.   At the
res ur rec tion, this mor tal shall put on im mor tal ity, and
we shall be live with him, and be with Him for ever.

Prayer For The Day:

What ex pec ta tion is mine as I think of be ing with you
for ever, my be loved Lord Je sus!

Day By Day with Billy Graham, Copyright ©1976 by
the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“We Have Ac cess”

Romans 5:2 

By Pas tor A. E. Windahl

Trou bled hearts be still.  You feel that you are shut
out – shut out from God’s pres ence and peace, from His
fel low ship and the com mu nion of be liev ers.

For you the cher u bim with flam ing sword is still
guard ing the en trance to Eden, to re lease, to com fort for
your trou bled mind, and to joy.

Do not lis ten to your heart.  It is not tell ing you the
truth.  You must lis ten to the Word of God.  But you say;
“It is the very Word of God which is mak ing me so mis -
er a ble!  I read; I weep, I pray, but there is no re sponse. 
The sense of con dem na tion hangs over me.”

Per haps you are per mit ting your emo tions to speak
more loudly to your soul than the Word of grace and life.  
Per haps you have been con fess ing a spe cific sin in your
life over and over again with out be liev ing that God for -
gives sin.

Je sus Christ opened the way back to God, to the
very heart of the Fa ther.  When He died on Cal vary the
veil of sep a ra tion was rent from top to bot tom.  The bar -
rier be tween God and man was re moved.  By His blood,
Je sus atoned for your sin and the sin of the world.  Now
the Spirit of God whis pers of ac cess – by faith, with out
works, with out merit, with out pay ment.

The Word speaks of ac cess be cause of the blood, of
cleans ing in that blood, of jus ti fi ca tion be cause of the
blood.    And all this is for the un godly who will heed the 
in vi ta tion to come.  (Ed. –  to come is faith in ACTION). 
It is for the bur dened saint who is caught up in dark ness
and fear.  We have ac cess into grace with all our sins, at
all times, in all cir cum stances, in spite of all en e mies
who would bar the way to sal va tion, to ser vice and to a
life yielded to the glory of God.

All you need to do is come!  Some feel that they
have no faith.  The Words says that we “have ac cess by
faith”, and you com plain “I have no faith.’”  But com ing 
just as you are is faith.

Per haps you have just re ceived some stun ning blow
and you sit with your de spair.  You still have ac cess to
the Fa ther of all com forts, the God of hope and the God
of peace.  Run at once through that open door into His
pres ence and you will ex pe ri ence the sec ond part of
Romans 5:2 – “We re joice in hope of the glory of God.”

Hauge Lutheran Innermisison Federation.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Morn ing Glory/Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion Stands for TRUTH as 

Re treat is not an op tion
As re veal ing the “Truth” in a grow ing so cial ist

move ment, then Stand ing for the ‘Truth’ against the lies
of a so cial move ment, we are thus striv ing against this
un godly move ment.  This in cludes the hor ror of in fan ti -
cide which is be ing touted in sev eral states.  We are
seek ing to help re li gious lib erty be pre served across the
Na tions!  May YOU and I stand boldly for Christ, as His 
rad i cal wit nesses, in the midst of a hos tile cul ture!

BECAUSE

Be cause HE first loved us,
 we love HIM

Be cause HE is so faith ful to us, we must

re main faith ful and dil i gent in our ser vice 

to Him!
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Ed i to rial 
RES

TEMPTATION
“And lead us not into temptation.”

(Matt. 6:13)

In Mat thew 4:1-11 JESUS was led by the Holy Spirit
into the wil der ness to be tempted by the devil!  AND
was ‘tempted’ in at least three ar eas of temp ta tion.

FIRST of ALL, keep in mind, heart and spirit JESUS
had vol un tarily be come ‘lim ited’ in Di vine Power to
be come flesh and blood like you and I; al though HE
still Is God In car nate – (God in dwelt) to be tested and
tempted in all points: ‘yet with out sin ning’ to be come
our “pro pi ti a tion”.

In what ‘we’ call the ‘Lord’s Prayer’ we pray, “and do
not lead us into temp ta tion”; ba si cally be cause we ‘sin -
ners’ are “prone to wan der Lord I feel it, prone to leave
the God I love” 1 Co rin thi ans 10:12-13.

Mar tin Lu ther ba si cally says in the Cat e chism, which
was in tended to be used in the in di vid ual homes; likely
led by the hus band/fa ther: 

CRYSTAL CLEAR though that God’s Eter nal Word,
which is re corded in the Holy Scrip tures (the Bi ble),
temp ta tion In it self is not SIN!  It is when ‘we’ sin ners
yield to the temp ta tion that it is sin!  I like Mar tin Lu -
ther’s thought con cern ing evil think ing: “You can not
keep birds from fly ing over your head, but you can keep 
them from nest ing in your hair”!   

In ‘our’ text JESUS was ‘tempted’ in at least three dif -
fer ent ar eas of hu man life and that ‘Crafty-One’ and his
de mons are even us ing Scrip ture; but only parts out of
con text!  ALSO the De ceiver, who is out to kill you, re -
al izes that even ‘Chris tians’ can be and are be ing ‘de -
ceived’ by us ing Scrip ture, as He also does great
won ders and mir a cles.  Of ten Chris tians fail to use
Scrip ture to in ter rupt Scrip ture Or just out of con text.

Plea sure

v. 2 – “And when He had fasted forty days and forty
nights, af ter ward He was hun gry.”  Even the very Son
of God (Je sus In car nate) knows what it is like be ing
phys i cally hun gry! To my knowl edge, no one can live
over 40 days with out food.

Sa tan is out to ‘snare’ us any place, any time; but he def -
i nitely likes to take ad van tage when ‘we’ are weak
phys i cally, emo tion ally or spir i tu ally.

You who are a pil grim, the dis tance you seem to travel

will make great de mands upon your strength – even the
dis tance that stretches be fore you this day.  BUT along
the way, how ever, flows a stream of clear re fresh ing
wa ter and from it you drink and draw strength – Psalm
110:7.

Most cer tainly I am not against whole some rec re ation
and sports; but man i fested right be fore our eyes is the
fact of He brews “choos ing rather to suf fer af flic tion
with the peo ple of God than to en joy the pass ing plea -
sures of sin” 10:25.

“Hav ing a form of god li ness but de ny ing its power, And 
from such peo ple turn away!” II Tim o thy 3:5

Sa tan is most cer tainly alive and ac tive to day and If you 
don’t think so; try op pos ing Him!  He still likes to scat -
ter doubt and cause ques tions in other words: “Stab bing 
at faith and scat ter ing doubt”.

Pop u lar ity

v. 5 – “IF You are the Son of God, throw your self
down, …”

Some folk look at Holy Scrip ture as though they were
‘win dow-shop ping’, in other words, pick and choose
what Bi ble verses you want to be lieve and which ones
to dis card and Sa tan ‘fu els’ this idea whole-heartedly! 
Folks who have “itch ing ears” = I Tim o thy 4:1, II Tim o -
thy 4:1-5.

We would be shocked if we knew how much ac tiv -
ity/lead er ship/serv ing by per cent age is done to be seen
by men in our lo cal con gre ga tion; even by Chris tians.  

There is an un writ ten ‘code’ of com pe ti tion among
Con gre ga tions to be able to ex pe ri ence who has the
larg est con gre ga tion or at tends Sunday morn ing ‘Wor -
ship Ser vice’.  Which Con gre ga tion has the most en ter -
tain ing/good feel ing; in stead of where is God’s Law
shared in LOVE and our need to know the Great Phy si -
cian?  In stead of which con gre ga tion has peo ple who
are gen u inely saved and have their Names Writ ten in
the LAMBS BOOK OF LIFE! 

Some might call this ‘neg a tive’, but keep in mind in the
lat ter days, the crafty one is do ing greater signs and
won ders to de ceive the very elect, if pos si ble!    (Mat -
thew 24)
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Bury the Hatchet!
An Amer i can min is ter said to F. B. Meyer that he

had pleaded with God for re vival for many years, but no
re vival came.  Finally, in de spair, he gath ered his con -
gre ga tion around him and rolled the bur den of the anx i -
ety on his peo ple, say ing, “I have done all I could; it is
now for you to con sider your at ti tude to ward God.”

Then there rose in that church meet ing a gray-haired 
brother highly re spected by all, who said, “Sir, I do not
won der that there is no re vival here.  There never will be 
so long as Brother Jones and I don’t speak to one an -
other.”  And be fore all the as sem bled peo ple, the old
man went to Mr. Jones and said, “Brother, for give me. 
For ten years we have not spo ken; let’s bury the
hatchet.”  Thus they made peace.

Then fol lowed a great si lence; and an other, a dea -
con arose and said, “Pas tor, there can be no re vival in
this place as long as I say fair things to your face and
mean things about you be hind your back.  For give me!”

He was readily for given, and for the next twenty
min utes, men rose to square ac counts with their fel low

Chris tian men—and women with women and through -
out, an aw ful still ness filled the place.  Then the Spirit of 
God came in mighty power, bring ing re vival.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Ex er cise for Peo ple Over Fifty

(or Who Feel Like They Are)

Be gin by stand ing on a com fort able sur face where
you have plenty of room at each side.

With a five-pound po tato sack in each hand, ex tend
your arms straight out from your sides and hold them
there as long as you can.

Try to reach a full min ute and then re lax.  Each day
you’ll find that you can hold this po si tion for just a bit
lon ger.

Af ter a cou ple of weeks move up to ten-pound po -
tato sacks.  Then try fifty-pound po tato sacks and then
even tu ally try to get to where you can lift a hun -
dred-pound po tato sack in each hand and hold your arms 
straight for more than a full min ute.  (I’m at this level.)

Af ter you feel con fi dent at that level, put a po tato in
each sack.

Power

v.6 ‘He shall give His an gels charge over you,’ and,
‘In their hands they shall bear you up, …’

You see Sa tan and his de mons be lieve the Scrip tures
and TREMBLE!   They also are well versed in God’s
Eter nal Word and mis quote Scrip ture or take it out of
con text.

How sad and tragic this SIN that is com mit ted nu mer -
ous times from be hind the ‘sa cred-desk’ – Preach ers,
Teach ers, Mis sion ar ies, sup pos edly even Evan ge lists
and even some lay men/women.  Thus, giv ing mul ti -
tudes a false as sur ance of their SALVATION.  And I get
so frus trated and dis turbed as you hear folk say, just
wait un til their reck on ing (ac count abil ity Day!)  BUT
then it is too late for scores, hun dreds and thou sands of
peo ple who have been de ceived.

Sa tan trans forms Him self as an ‘an gel of light’.

Witches are folk who have yielded them selves to the
Great De ceiver and have an al li ance with Him!  One of
the great est sin gu lar parts of “wor ship” is rev er ence/re -
spect OR in other words ‘fall down and wor ship me.’ 
Sad to say it is not only ‘witches’ who do this; but in re -
al ity, any one or any body who is not serv ing JESUS is a
fol lower of the en emy of our soul.   Je sus clearly states
that each of us is ei ther for Him or against Him!

GOD says in John 4:23 -24: “‘But the hour is com ing
and now is; when the true wor ship ers will wor ship the

Fa ther in spirit and truth; for the Fa ther is seek ing
such to wor ship him.  God is Spirit, and those who
wor ship Him must wor ship in spirit and truth.’”   The
word ‘truth’; in a sense means the en tire Bi ble, just like
you can not have only par tially part of Je sus or part of
the Holy Spirit; be cause they are a Per son and you can -
not ‘di vide’ a per son.  Now how much you yield to that
per son is en tirely up to YOU!

Also, you will no tice as you read the same ac count in
the Gos pels; Sa tan is not only a LIAR, and the fa ther of
lies; but He does not give up eas ily as He looks for other 
op por tune times to de ceive any one. 

REMEMBER II Tim o thy 3:16-17, “Be dil i gent to
pres ent your self ap proved to God, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed, rightly di vid ing the
word of truth” = II Tim o thy 2:15.

GOD, once again re veals His LOVE for you and me, in
that the In car nate ONE over came all temp ta tions on
‘our’ be half as God’s only be got ten SON, will ing to
make Heaven poor that you and I might be come rich! 
AND “Be hold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my 
hands” Isa iah 49:16.

God here uses a beau ti ful im age to make known to us a
glo ri ous truth.

What one writes on a piece of pa per may eas ily be lost
and for got ten, but what is writ ten in the palm of the
Hand will al ways be pres ent.



From Our Fellowship Circle

B. L. L. C. Sunday School Sisseton, SD
Please find a check for the amount of $... from our
Sunday School.

Thank you.

Mr. & Mrs. T. K. Easley, SC
We’ve been get ting the Morn ing Glory for many years! 
My hus band’s Dad first sent it to us in the 1960’s.

We ap pre ci ate it and cer tainly want to con tinue it. 
Thanks and God Bless.

It was truly a priv i lege to have met a few of the old-tim ers 
of the Haugen Con vic tions.

For ex am ple: Pas tors C. O. R. Norheim, R. P. Haakenson
and then Adolph Tronien was cer tainly a good friend of
ours, and to have met you as well.  As you know, dis tance 
is a real fac tor. …

Mrs. M. G. L. Bis marck, ND
En closed is a check $...; which is long over due.

I want you folks to know how much I ap pre ci ate your
truth ful ness about all is hap pen ing in or fallen/sin ful
world to day.  Is n’t it mar vel ous to know and ex pe ri ence
that God does n’t give us what we rightly de serve?   He is
so pa tient and we need to speak up for HIM, and by His
Grace.  I do.   

My …Church sends do na tions some times also, and I en -
cour age them to be faith ful ser vants of the Lord where
His Word is Pro claimed.

God bless you folk and keep it up!

Oh, I don’t think I’ll ever get over the lone li ness for my
dear Hus band, who has gone Home to be with Je sus as I
miss him ev ery day.  But some day we’ll meet again. 
Then we can sing Hal le lu iah to gether.  What a Glo ri ous
Day that will be!

My prayers are with you folks.  Thank you for your faith -
ful ness with the Morn ing Glory, and I share it with oth -
ers. 

Ed i tor’s Note: Some years ago, my Spouse and I were
priv i leged to stay in their home; while I was priv i leged to
be the speaker for a se ries of Evan ge lis tic Meet ings.  We
closed the se ries of ‘ser vices’ even though in my con vic -
tion and sens ing, we were close to a Heaven-Sent Re -

vival.  

How great was the Chris tian Fel low ship as well!

How of ten do you think a se ries of Evan ge lis tic Meet ings 
are closed be cause that is all the time we hu mans have
sched uled for with our many church ac tiv i ties??  The sin
of omis sion and likely fail ing to obey the Holy Spirit’s
di rec tion!

Noth ing left but the Covers

A cer tain cler gy man was called by a church to be -
come its pas tor.  Hav ing been strongly in flu enced by crit -
i cal schol ars who down grade por tions of the Scrip ture as
myths, he him self doubted the au then tic ity of the whole
Bi ble.

About two years af ter his com ing, the pas tor vis ited
one of his mem bers who was very sick.  When he learned
that the man had a ter mi nal ill ness, he sug gested, “Per -
haps you would like me to read and pray for you.”  

“Yes,” re plied the man as he took his Bi ble and
handed it to the min is ter. 

When the pas tor opened it, he was some what
shocked at what he saw.  Many pages were torn away,
some chap ters were miss ing, and a num ber of verses
were ac tu ally out!  It was a ter ri bly man gled vol ume. 

Re luc tantly the pas tor asked, “Have n’t you got a
better Bi ble than this?”

The dy ing man re plied, “When you came to our
church, I be lieved the en tire Book.  But as soon as you
told us that cer tain sec tions were not true, I re moved
them.  When you said that some sto ries were prob a bly
fic tion and re ferred to them as fa bles, I tore them out.  I
think if I had an other year un der your teach ing, I would
have noth ing but two cov ers left.”              Anon.
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

220,300 Public School Teachers
Physically assaulted by Students

A re port jointly pub lished in April by the Na tional
Cen ter for Ed u ca tion Sta tis tics and the Bu reau of Jus tice 
Sta tis tics re veals that re cord 220,300 pub lic school
teach ers re ported that they were phys i cally at tacked by
a stu dent dur ing the 2015-2016 school year.      

Sword Press Services 

A Man Who Identifies as a Woman
Wins Women’s Sports Event 

When Mary Greg ory swept nine events at the Raw
Fed er a tion match,…it shat tered four world re cords in
women’s weightlifting.  There’s just one prob lem –
Mary is n’t a woman.  Sud denly, the “ac com plish ment”
–a bi o log i cal man over pow er ing real fe males – is n’t so
im pres sive.  In fact, com pet i tors will tell you, it’s a joke
–an un funny one.  More Olympians are warn ing since it
will al most cer tainly mean the end of women’s sports.

If women care about the in teg rity of their games at
all, 2004 Gold Medal win ner Dame Kelly Holmes ar -
gues it’s time “to boy cott events.”  Olym pic swim mer
Sharron Davies is on board.  Af ter all, she ar gued, “This
is a trans woman, a male body with male phys i ol ogy set -
ting a world re cord and win ning a women’s event in
Amer ica in powerlifting.  A woman with fe male bi ol ogy 
can not com pete…it’s a point less, un fair play ing field.” 
Joining a cho rus of ath letes across the po lit i cal spec -
trum, more girls are plead ing with the cul ture to turn
back from this genderless an ar chy… 

frc.org

Ed i tor’s Com ments:  When a fake “Mary” shows up 
at the women’s bath room, locker room or sports com pe -
ti tion, the “real” Marys’ have a real rea son to com plain. 
Such to tal non sense this is!

Sword of the Lord

New Cancer-Fighting Tool

If a sur geon fails to re move all the can cer cells dur -
ing sur gery, this can re sult in the spread of lin ger ing
cells to other parts of the body.  To ad dress this is sue, a
team of Tel Aviv Uni ver sity (TU) re search ers has de vel -
oped a “smart probe” to help sur geons de tect and re -
move all can cer cells.  Using near-in fra red tech nol ogy,

it tags can cer cells to make them glow un der cer tain
light.  Dur ing tu mor ex ci sion, it gives the sur geon a kind 
of “bionic gog gles” that paint can cer cells in flu o res cent 
color to as sist their re moval, while leav ing healthy tis -
sue in tact.  “Our new tech nol ogy can guide the sur geon
to com pletely ex cise the can cer,” said lead re searcher
Prof. Ronit Satchi-Fairnaro.

Jns.org 

Kill the Babies, Save the Caterpillars 
On Jan u ary 9, Vir ginia del e gate Kathy Tran’s pri or -

i ties were on full dis play when she in tro duced Bill 2491
to re peal all re stric tions on sec ond and tri mes ter abor -
tions, up un til birth.  Then on the same day, she in tro -
duced Bill 2495, pro tect ing cer tain cat er pil lars known
as can ker worms.  Babies even up to the point of birth
can be killed; can ker worms must be pro tected.

Dailycaller.com

Next Step: Assisted Suicide 

Only one week af ter the New York abor tion bill was 
passed the same state leg is la ture is con sid er ing As sem -
bly Bill 2694, which would le gal ize phy si cian-as sisted
sui cide.  Seeking to ride the mo men tum of the new any -
thing-goes abor tion law, a group known ass Com pas -
sion and Choices has launched a pub lic ity cam paign to
get the “med i cal aid in dy ing” bill passed, which would
al low phy si cians to pre scribe fa tal med i ca tions to those
who have a ter mi nal ill ness.  Phy si cian-as sisted sui cide
is cur rently le gal in seven states – Cal i for nia, Col o rado,
Montana, Ha waii, Or e gon, Ver mont, and Wash ing ton –
as well as the Dis trict of Co lum bia.

Christiannews.net

Ed i tor’s Note: “Res cue those be ing led away to
death; hold back those stag ger ing to ward slaugh ter.”
Prov erbs 24:11.

Georgia Governor Dismisses Hollywood
Threats on Pro-life “Heartbeat” Bill 
Signing 

As Geor gia … Gov er nor Brian Kemp pre pared to
sign a pro-life “heart beat” abor tion bill into law… he re -
minded the Hol ly wood ac tors who op pose and threaten
the state that he’s not wor ried about what they think, ac -



cord ing to the Daily Wire.
The bill, House Bill 481, would re quire phy si cians to 

look for a fe tal heart beat be fore per form ing an abor tion
and would le gally pro hibit the abor tion if a heart beat is
de tected, es tab lish ing personhood and all the rights
thereof at the de tec tion of a pulse.  

Hol ly wood ac tors have threat ened Geor gia leg is la -
tors with a boy cott if the bill be comes law…

Gov er nor Kemp signed the heart beat bill into law in
At lanta (May 7).     

Aaron Colen, theblaze.com

Abortion Activist Says, “That’s Not a
Human Being Inside Her.”

The only pos si ble way abor tion ac tiv ists can truly
jus tify kill ing ba bies in abor tions is if they whole sale
deny the fact that abor tion kills a baby in the first place. 
That’s just what lib eral fem i nist Chris tine Quinn did dur -
ing a CNN de bate over abor tion… 

“When a woman is preg nant, that is not a hu man be -
ing in side of her,” the for mer New York City coun cil
mem ber said…

Quinn is bi o log i cally in ac cu rate, as med i cal text -
books and sci ence (have) said for de cades that hu man life 
be gins at con cep tion.

Lifenews.com 

Ed i tor’s Note: As you read and hear some of the
com ments (even by some po lit i cal lead ers) you mar vel
and won der at how SCRAMBLED the hu man-mind can
be come!

The hu man-mind at one time was cre ated in the im -
age of our great Cre ator: OH, FOR THE GRACE OF
GOD!

His Mercy is Great 

By Pas tor Rich Iverson 

I was stand ing out side the abor tion clinic in the fall
of the year.  It was Wednes day, abor tion day, which
meant about twenty women would en ter the clinic and
end the lives of their un born chil dren.  We were a group
of fif teen peo ple, stand ing in pro test out side this clinic,
and pray ing against the in jus tice of what was hap pen ing
in side.  Some of us were urg ing these young women to
change their minds, of fer ing to help them make a life-af -
firm ing choice.  One young woman ap proached the
clinic, her head down, her hands cov er ing her ears, as she
walked to ward a de ci sion that she would live with for the

rest of her life.  I felt such sor row for this young woman. 
What voices does she hear as she lies down at night? 
Does she un der stand that the Lover of her soul has noth -
ing but grace for her?  I know the ‘de stroyer of souls’
longs for her to re main in bond age to the lies of death and
shame.

In a dif fer ent venue, I lis tened as six post-abor tive
women shared their sto ries of loss and heal ing.  They told 
how God had freed them from the lies that kept them in
shame for years.  It was pain ful and beau ti ful as these
women told how the good news had set them free.  Je sus
for gives sin ners!

One woman told how she had bought the lie that an
abor tion would solve her prob lems – that she would be
able to con tinue on with her life as though noth ing bad
had hap pened.   Sa tan was the de ceiver, tell ing her that
abor tion was noth ing to worry about, that she could get
on with life as it was be fore, if she would just end her
preg nancy.  She re mem bers hav ing that voice of de cep -
tion as she was in the abor tion clinic be fore she ended the
life of her un born child.  Then im me di ately af ter the
abor tion, while re cov er ing in the clinic, Sa tan, switched
tac tics and be gan to ac cuse her.  She heard lies like, “You
have done what is un for giv able” and “No one will ever
love you.”  

Never be fore had I heard some de scribe the work of
our en emy with clar ity and pain.  It is what Sa tan does. 
First, he de ceives us into sin and then he con tin ues with
his lies, ac cus ing us af ter ward.  He has come to kill and
de stroy, while Je sus has come to give us (eter nal) life.

We speak against the lies of the de ceiver be cause we
love peo ple.  We re fuse to buy the lie that to be pro-life
means you are anti-women.  We speak against the lies of
the de ceiver who says that the Cross of Christ is not
enough for our sin.  His mercy is great and his love is re -
lent less.  He loves us with pas sion – the pas sion of One
dy ing for his lost chil dren.  We have the priv i lege of
walk ing with oth ers and tell ing them this free ing mes -
sage of grace and truth.

Faith and Fellowship
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The Gospel Ministry

“The Spirit of truth, he shall testify of me, and
ye shall also bear witness, because ye have

been with me from the beginning.”
John 15:26-27

My wit ness—that not only re fers to all be liev ers,
but par tic u larly to all min is ters of the gos pel.  This is the
high call ing, and also the only power of the preacher of
the gos pel—in ev ery thing to be a wit ness for Je sus.  

This gives us two great truths.  The first, that with
all that the preacher and teacher from the Word of God,
or ac cord ing to the needs of his con gre ga tion, he must
first of all place the preach ing of Christ him self.  This is
what the first dis ci ples did.  “They ceased not in ev ery
house to teach and to preach Je sus Christ.”  This was
what Philip did at Sa maria.  “He preached Christ unto
them.” 

And so Paul writes:  “I de ter mined not to know any -
thing among you, save Je sus Christ and him cru ci fied.”

The min is ter of the gos pel may never for get that it is 
es pe cially for this time that he has been set apart, to be
with the Holy Spirit a wit ness for Christ.  It is as he does
this that sin ners will find sal va tion, that God’s chil dren
will be sanc ti fied and fit ted for His ser vice.  It is thus
alone that Christ can have His place in the heart of His
peo ple and in the world around.

But there is a sec ond thought of no less im por tance. 
And it is that the teach ing must ever be a per sonal tes ti -
mony from ex pe ri ence to what Christ is and can do.  As
this note is sounded, the Holy Spirit car ries the mes sage
as a liv ing re al ity to the heart.  This will build up be liev -
ers so that they can walk in such fel low ship with Je sus
Christ that he can re veal him self through them.  And it is 
this that will lead them to the knowl edge of the in dis -
pens able se cret of spir i tual health—his prayer life in
daily fel low ship, in child like love, and true con se cra tion 
with the Fa ther and the Son.

What abun dant mat ter for a prayer un ion, to cul ti -
vate among be liev ers and min is ters that joy of the Holy
Spirit in which, out of the abun dance of the heart, the
mouth speaks to the praise and glory of our ever-blessed 
Re deemer, Je sus Christ our Lord.

The Unity of the Spirit

We learn from Paul how the Chris tian com mu ni ties
in dif fer ent places ought to re mem ber each other in the
fel low ship of prayer.

To day there is a great need for the chil dren of God
through out the world to be drawn close to gether in the
con scious ness of their be ing cho sen by God to be a holy
priest hood min is ter ing con tin u ally the sac ri fice of

praise and prayer.  There is too lit tle dis tinc tion be tween
the world and the Body of Christ; in the life of many of
God’s chil dren there is lit tle dis tinc tion from the world. 
It is a ques tion of the deep est im por tance: What can be
done to fos ter the unity of the Spirit?

Noth ing will help so much as the sep a ra tion to a life
of more prayer, with the def i nite in ter ces sion that God’s
peo ple may prove their unity in a life of ho li ness and
love.  That will be a liv ing tes ti mony to the world of
what it means to live for God.  When Paul wrote:
“Praying al ways with all prayer and sup pli ca tion in the
Spirit, and watch ing thereunto with all per se ver ance and 
sup pli ca tion for all saints,” he names one of the es sen tial 
char ac ter is tics of the dif fer ence be tween God’s peo ple
and the world.

You say you long to bear this mark of the chil dren of 
God, and to be able to pray for them that you may prove
to your self and to oth ers you are in deed not of the world.  
Re solve in your life to bear about with youth is one great 
dis tinc tive fea ture of the true Chris tian—a life of prayer
and in ter ces sion. Join with God’s chil dren who are seek -
ing with one ac cord and un ceas ingly so to main tain the
unity of the Spirit and the Body of Christ that they may
be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might to
pray down a bless ing upon His church.

Let none of us think it too much to give a quar ter of
an hour ev ery day for med i ta tion on some word of God
con nected with His prom ises to His church—and then
to plead with Him for its ful fill ment.  Slowly, qui etly,
and yet surely, you will taste the bless ed ness of be ing
one, heart and soul, with God’s peo ple, and re ceive the
power to pray the ef fec tual prayer that “availeth much.”

Be hold, I have graven thee upon 
the palms of My hands (Is. 49:16).

God here uses a beau ti ful im age to make known to
us a glo ri ous truth.

What one writes on a piece of pa per may eas ily be
lost and for got ten, but what is writ ten in the palm of the
hand will al ways be pres ent.

Your pic ture is en graved in God’s hand; yea, in both 
His hands.  This is His way of im press ing upon you that
you are al ways be fore Him.  He is al ways ac tive, and He
is ac tive on your be half.

If God could speak in this man ner to Isa iah, how
much more does He not speak thus to us who know His
pierced hands.  Your im age is en graved upon the
nail-prints in the hands of Je sus.  So near are you to Him.  
So ten derly does He feel for you.  So rich is His bless -
ing.  So strong is His love—for you.  



Shall Israel Be Destroyed?
Will Is rael ever be over run and de stroyed?  If so, when 

and by whom?  If not, why?  Will the P.L.O. gain power
and crack the wall of Is rael’s strength and mor als?  Will
Egypt, Syria, Leb a non, or oth ers pos sess Is rael’s real es -
tate?

Most of us know that Is rael was rec og nized as a na tion 
in 1948 af ter be ing with out a “home land” for more than
1,900 years.  Now, the Jews have a place to call their own. 
“Thus saith the Lord God; Be hold, I will take the chil dren
of Is rael from among the hea then…bring them into their
own land.  And I will make them one na tion…” Ezekiel
37:21, 22A.  We also have read scrip tures that re fer to Is -
rael “bud ding” for as a fig tree in Ho sea 9:10 and Mat thew
24:32-36.

And we should know that we are in the last days of
grace.  Yes, even time it self, as we know it.  We know this
by such scrip tures as Is rael speak ing He brew (Zephaniah
3:9), Is rael scat tered for 2,000 years (Ho sea 6:2, Jer e miah
31:8-11), in creased rain fall in Is rael (Ezekiel 34:26) and
Is rael bloom ing like a rose (Psalm 102:16).

All of these dif fer ent signs have come to pass, yet Is -
rael is con tin u ing in bat tle and is seated in the “hot spot”
of the world.  One has to won der when will Is rael be de -
feated?

To find the an swer, let’s look at Is rael’s track re cord;
who has she fought against and the re sults and who is
next?

1948 – Hav ing just be come a na tion, Is rael is at tacked
by Arabs.  The at tack was re pelled.

1956 – At tacked again by 5 Arab na tions, Is rael came
out on top. 

1967 – The Six Day War.  Is rael’s 2 mil lion peo ple
took on 56 mil lion Arabs.  They won with un usu ally low
losses.

1973 – Is rael was at tacked by Syria and Egypt, with
Syria hav ing the up per hand.  Syr ian troops stopped their
ad vance, for some un known rea son, and Is rael ended up
with more land than be fore.

1982 – June – Is raeli in va sion into Leb a non to stop
P.L.O. ter ror ists’ raid on her north ern ar eas.

PEACE – Is There, Or Will There Ever Be, True AND 
Last ing Peace in The Mid dle East?

When Is rael has a peace ful north ern bor der (from the
P. L.O.), she will be sur rounded by “pa per peace.”  Now
Is rael has peace with Egypt (on the south), Jor dan (on the
east), con trol of the Med i ter ra nean Sea bor der (on the
west) and Syria and Leb a non (on the north).  With the
P.L.O. in power, Is rael will be dwell ing in safety.  

For some un known hu man rea son, up to this point, Is -
rael has come out on top as a win ner… with more land,

fewer deaths and equip ment losses than any one she has
come up against.  Will it con tinue this way? 

Ezekiel chap ters 38 and 39 talks about an at tack on Is -
rael that is yet to come.  An at tack that will be stron ger and
us ing ore sol diers than any other at tack against Is rael.

“… in that day when my peo ple of Is rael dwelleth
safely …and thou (Gog) shalt come from thy place out of 
the north part, thou and many peo ple with thee, all of
them rid ing upon horse a great com pany, and a mighty
army: and thou shalt come up against my peo ple of Is -
rael…”  Ezekiel 38:14-16a.

There is very lit tle doubt that Rus sia and her al lies will 
mount a force and at tack Is rael with non-nu clear weap ons.  
They want and need the oil-rich Mid dle East, min er als in
the Dead Sea and year-round ship ping ports.  Any nu clear
at tack would make these un us able for many years.

It is re ported that Rus sia is build ing a fleet of gi gan tic
“blimps” ca pa ble of car ry ing thou sands of troops in full
field equip ment plus 500 tons of cargo.  They will be nu -
clear pow ered, keep ing them air borne for 7 years (be fore
re fu el ing) Ezekiel 38:16.

HOW CAN ISRAEL FIGHT, MUCH LESS, WIN
AGAINST SUCH A FORCE?

“And It shall come to pass at the same time when
Gog shall come against the land of Is rael saith the Lord
God, that my fury shall come up in My face  ..and I will
call for a sword against him through out all my moun -
tains  and I will plead against him with pes ti lence and
with blood: and I will rain upon him and his bands, and
upon the many peo ple that are with him an over flow ing
rain and great hail stones, fire and brim stone.” Ezekiel
38:19, 21-22.

Ezekiel 39:11-15 states that Is rael will use vis i tor and
tour ists for 7 months to help bury the dead in vad ers.  So
many dead that is pre par ing rav en ous birds of ev ery sort to 
help de vour the dead.

WHY?  Why is God go ing to in ter vene and help Is -
rael in time of war and in va sion?  Is rael, a na tion of peo ple
that re fused to ac cept Je sus Christ as the Son of God.  The
an swer, “so the house of Is rael shall know that I am the
Lord their God.” Ezekiel 36:22.  

When will Is rael face “Gog” of the north?  “It shall be
in the lat ter days.” Ezekiel 38:16.

The main rea son for know ing how close Is rael is to
war with a su per power is to re al ize how near we are to the
re turn of Je sus. (I Thess. 4:16-18).

Are YOU ready to meet Je sus in the air?

Gospel Tract Society, Inc.
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“Hold Outs”
By Pas tor Bill King, Prince ton, MN 

II Co rin thi ans 13:5

Across the world a large num ber of pa gans, the
devil- spon sored re li gions can be found.  Be sides the Bi -
ble, nu mer ous books about Chris tian ity are in ex is tence.  
In the Chris tian faith and among its pro po nents there is a 
di chot omy of pos sess ors and pro fes sors.  We read in
Scrip ture of the saved and the un saved, be liev ers and
un be liev ers, godly and un godly, saint and sin ner and the 
last ing goes on.

This ar ti cle is deal ing with what the writer calls
“hold outs.”  There is a large num ber of peo ple who in
the past have been ex posed to the gos pel mes sage.  This
may have hap pened as a child in Sunday School or from
child hood train ing.  Or it could be that a loved one or
friend shared spir i tual truth with folk who are good and
re spect able.

Sadly, there has been a dis con nect be tween head
and heart.   It is pos si ble that they are liv ing in de nial
when it co mes to mak ing a com mit ment to be a Je sus’
fol lower.  While Chris tian ity is their pre ferred re li gion,
they may be nom i nal be liev ers liv ing in self-de cep tion.   
Paul writes in Romans 12:2 urg ing his read ers not to be
con formed to this world.  Far better it is to re ceive God’s 
work of grace by be ing “trans formed by the re new ing
of the mind.”   

As im por tant as Bap tism and cat e chism train ing is,
they to gether fall short of fully meet ing Bib li cal cri te ria
for sal va tion, which is “You must be born again” John
3:3.  Each per son must rec og nize that all of man kind has 
sinned against their Cre ator. Since Heaven is a place of
ho li ness, sin must be dealt with sin cere sor row and re -
pen tance to spend eter nity there.   By means of prayer, a
per son asks God to cleanse them from their sins, trust ing 
in the blood of Je sus which He shed at Cal vary, and be -
liev ing in Christ Je sus for for give ness.  It is well then to
make a pledge or prom ise to en deavor with God’s help
to live a godly life of obe di ence and ser vice as pointed
out in God’s Word.  II Co rin thi ans 13:5 (NIV) says,
“Ex am ine your selves as to whether you are in the
faith.  Test your self. . . that Je sus Christ is in you . . .”    

In con sid er ing the sta tus of a “hold out,” what might 
be some of the causes?  There was a time in our Na tion
that we were known around the world as ad her ing to the
Chris tian faith.  It was not un usual at that time to be
known as a Chris tian, at least in name.  That is not pres -
ently true in our coun try.  Yet some peo ple like to be rec -
og nized at least as an ad her ent if not a prac tic ing
fol lower of Christ Je sus.  In II Co rin thi ans 5:2 (NIV) we

read of “…Those who take pride in what is seen rather
than what is in the heart.”  Pay ing lip ser vice with a liv -
ing faith does not please God.  Liv ing a Bib li cal life style 
is in marked con trast to a con ven tional worldly and sec -
u lar life style.  One can know about God and yet live an
un godly life. 

The rea son some peo ple re frain from act ing on what 
they know is sim ple ne glect, fail ing to grasp the im por -
tance of do ing so.  They plan to be se ri ous with the Lord
at some later con ve nient time, de lay ing to do so.  Oth ers
put off a com mit ment to Je sus Christ be cause they are
not men tally ready, given their state of mind.  This re -
sults in a hes i tancy, and in cli na tion to put on hold the de -
ci sion to sur ren der their heart and life to the Sav ior.  Not
will ing to re spond, leaves an in formed per son with out
hope like those who may not be aware of the Bib li cal in -
vi ta tion to ac cept God’s gift of eter nal sal va tion.  
Thank fully, the op por tu nity to be born again and trans -
formed from sin ner to saint is still avail able.

We are liv ing in a na tion where churches dot the
land scape, me dia ex poses the gos pel to lis ten ers and
word of mouth by Chris tian be liev ers shar ing the Gos -
pel.  Yet there are large num bers of peo ple who have not
been given an ad e quate ex pla na tion of the sal va tion
mes sage.   They are un in formed.  The Bi ble book of
Jude 4-5 says, “The Lord co mes…to con vict all who are
un godly...”    This is nec es sary be cause as Jer. 5:4 ex -
plains, “…They do not have the way of the Lord…” 
Rom 3:17 de clares, “the way of peace they have not
known.”

This is not the case how ever, for those I call “hold
outs.”  We are told in Luke 12:48, “…Ev ery one to
whom much is given, from him much will be re -
quired…” This is God’s ex pec ta tion for those ex posed
to Bib li cal teach ing from those who “…speak the truth
in love,” (2 John 3) to them.  So all these will be with out
ex cuse be fore God, un less tak ing a stand based on what
they un der stand.

We must not un der es ti mate the in flu ences of the
world and the pow ers of dark ness di rected at those who
have heard of God’s sav ing grace. Our spir i tual arch-en -
emy, the devil, called Sa tan, and his de monic min ions,
will do all they can to keep a per son “…Con formed to
this world” Rom 12:2.  Paul con tin ues in Eph. 2:12,
there is, “No hope with out God in the world.”  The apos -
tle says in 1 John 2:15, “…If any one loves the world the
love of the Fa ther is not in him. ” James 4:4 asks this
ques tion: “Do you know that friend ship with the world
is en mity with God? Who ever wants to be a friend of the 
world, makes him self an en emy of God.”

A per son does n’t have to know and un der stand the
whole Bi ble in or der to have their sins for given and be -



gin liv ing a godly life.  Just a sim ple, sin cere prayer re -
quest ing for give ness of sin from God brings an
im me di ate de par ture from the guilt of sin.  Then co mes
great in ter nal peace along with some joy added by our
Cre ator.  Fur ther more, one’s name is then in scribed in
what the Bi ble calls “The Lamb’s Book of Life.”  Then
they will be pre pared to die, leav ing this earth.  When it
co mes down to it, this world does n’t have much to of fer a
per son:  Ti tus 2:12 speaks of worldly lusts; I John 5:19
says that the world lies in wick ed ness.  He brews 11:25
tells us that the tem po rary plea sures of sin are only for a
sea son.

My chal lenge to a “hold out” as ex pressed in Col. 2:7 
is that peo ple “be come es tab lished in the faith.”  I Cor.
11:32 says to en deavor to give pri or ity to es tab lish ing a
re la tion ship with the God they know about in tel lec tu ally,
so that in the word of I Cor. 11:32, they will, “…Not be
con demned with the world.”  James 1:22 says, “be ye do -
ers of the Word, and not hear ers only.” Then the “hold
outs” will have no re gret, chang ing their spir i tual state
and thereby gain ing the fa vor of God.

The Church 

By Gary Stenberg

A re cent Gal lup Poll re flected on the de cline in
church mem ber ship over the past two de cades.  It stated
there was a 20% de cline in mem ber ship dur ing that time
pe riod.  It seems to cor re spond to other sources that as sert 
an in crease in those who claim “no re li gion” as their pref -
er ence.  While we might be alarmed by these find ings, we 
are not with out hope!

It is good to be a part of like-minded in di vid u als in
time of cor po rate wor ship and study ei ther as a mem ber
or not.  The mem ber ship is sue is not as im por tant as the
be lief fac tor.  Many choose to forego mem ber ship for
their own par tic u lar rea sons.  The im por tance of gath er -
ing  to gether is stated in He brews 10:25, “not for sak ing
the as sem bling of our selves to gether, as is the man ner
of some, but ex hort ing one an other, and so much the
more as you see the Day ap proach ing.”  It is in a body
of be liev ers that we en cour age one an other, learn the
teach ings of scrip ture, lift one an other in prayer, and en -
joy the fel low ship with other be liev ers.

We much use dil i gence in choos ing such a group. 
We must be as sured that the church is based on solid bib -
li cal teach ing and sound un der stand ing of scrip ture. 
There may be el e ments of wor ship with which we are not
com fort able, but they of ten are based upon a mat ter of
pref er ence.  The un der ly ing fac tor is whether or not they

vi o late with Word of God.  
There is one church that con tin ues to grow while oth -

ers are in de cline.  Ev ery day the true church of Je sus
Christ con tin ues to in crease as souls come into a per sonal 
re la tion ship with the Lord.  Peo ple of all tribes, na tions,
cul tures, and lan guage groups around the world are re al -
iz ing that they are not look ing so much for a church as
they are seek ing a re la tion ship with the Cre ator.  They
have found the love, com fort, peace and as sur ance with
co mes in trust ing Christ alone for sal va tion.  The gos pel
mes sage, with out the en cum brances that are some times a
part of the doc trines of a par tic u lar de nom i na tion, holds a 
great at trac tion to them.  The inerrant Word of God
should al ways be the ba sis of our be lief, with out the in -
flu ence of man’s think ing or opin ion. 

The Bi ble tells us that some day the true church will
gather to gether at the throne of God.  Rev e la tion 7:9-10
de scribes it, “…af ter these things I looked, and be hold, 
a great mul ti tude which no one could num ber of all
na tions, tribe, peo ples, and tongues, stand ing be fore
the throne and be fore the Lamb, clothed with white
robes, with palm branches in their hands, and cry ing
out with a loud voice, ‘Sal va tion be longs to our God
who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’”

It is not a matter of what church you attended that
will include you in that throng, but what relationship is
with Jesus Christ and your acceptance of His gift of
salvation.  What a wonderful day that will be! 

Revival Tidings

Ed i tor’s Note: Per sonally, I have dif fi culty in be liev -
ing that there is a Heaven-Sent Re vival tak ing place and
an Apos tasy (fall ing away) at the same time!  Un less,
God is grad u ally re mov ing the ‘Can dle Stick’ from Gos -
pel hard ened, in dif fer ent USA and Can ada.

YES, in given smaller ‘ar eas’, which I like to think of 
as ‘brushfires’ God is yet able to reach and save lost sin -
ners to fill the num ber of the saved sin ners who are at the
‘Mar riage Sup per’ and who sit at the Ban queting Ta ble!

It seems and ap pears to Me that the time of dis pen sa -
tion of GRACE for the Gentiles is close to the end. 

How can there be a ‘real-hun ger’ for the Word of
God when sin, by spe cific name, is hardly men tioned
from be hind the sa cred desk (the Pul pit)?  God’s LAW is
to be used to bring/drive us to Christ.
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The Attributes of God
This is the sec ond in a se ries of ar ti cles about the

char ac ter and na ture of God.  The church to day has
brought God down to a hu man level and con se quently
peo ple view and re late to Him through strictly hu man
terms and we have for got ten Who it is “with whom we
have to do.” (Heb. 4:13)

The next at trib ute is that God is Om ni scient – He is
All-Know ing.  He has per fect knowl edge of all things. 
Noth ing is hid den from His All-See ing Eye.  “And there 
is no crea ture hid den from His sight, but all things are
open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we
have to do.”  (Heb. 4:13)  Pe ter told Je sus, “Lord, you
know all things.” (John 21:17)    “O Lord, Thou hast
searched me and known me.  Thou dost know 1when I sit 
down and when I rise up; Thou dost un der stand my
thought from afar.  Thou dost scru ti nize my path and my
ly ing down, And art in ti mately ac quainted with all my
ways.  Even be fore there is a word on my tongue, Be -
hold, O LORD, Thou dost know it all.  Thou hast en -
closed me be hind and be fore, And laid Thy hand upon
me.  Such knowl edge is too won der ful for me; It is too
high, I can not at tain to it.”  (Psalm 139:1-6)  God knows
ev ery thing we think, say and act.  He knows us even
better than we know our selves.

This Om ni scient wis dom of God is not just for the
here and now, but also for the fu ture and even through
all eter nity.  It says in the above Scrip ture, “Even be fore
there is a word on my tongue, Be hold, O LORD, Thou
dost know it all.”  In other words, this Om ni scient
Knowl edge of God knows what will hap pen BEFORE it 
ever takes place.  God knows all things about us even
be fore they hap pen.  Be fore God even laid the foun da -
tion of the world, He knew what ev ery per son would do
in their lives.  He knew ev ery free will choice they
would make and or dained the en tire fu ture of the world
based upon this.  

This is ab so lutely stag ger ing when you con sider the 
mul ti plied tril lions of peo ple who will live from Adam
to the last soul and ev ery thing they will col lec tively do
in this world.  God al ready knows who will make it to
heaven and those who won’t.  “Then the King will say to 
those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My
Fa ther, in herit the king dom pre pared for you from the
foun da tion of the world.’” (Mat thew 25:34)  No won der
the Psalm ist said, “Such knowl edge is too won der ful for
me; It is too high, I can not at tain to it.” (Ps. 139:6)  The
Bi ble calls this Fore know ledge, or knowl edge in ad -
vance of the fact.  There is noth ing that you can do, say
or think that God does n’t know about it al ready in ad -

vance, and has done so be fore you were even born – be -
fore any one was even born!  God al ready knows what
will en fold through the eons of eter nity for ev ery one. 
“But just as it is writ ten, “Things which eye has not seen 
and ear has not heard, And which have not en tered the
heart of man, All that God has pre pared for those who
love Him.” (1 Co rin thi ans 2:9)

The next at trib ute is that God is Om ni pres ent – He
is ev ery where pres ent all the time.  This was first dem -
on strated at the cre ation of the world and the uni verse. 
“And the earth was form less and void, and dark ness
was over the sur face of the deep; and the Spirit of God
was mov ing over the sur face of the wa ters.” (Gen e sis 1:2)

When the first mass of ma te rial was cre ated, it was still
lack ing in proper or der.  The Spirit of God moved upon
the en tire sur face of the world to bring about this proper
or der.  He can do that since He is God and He is a Spirit. 
As such, He is not lim ited to phys i cal lim i ta tions as we
are.  He can be ev ery where all the time.  Psalm 139:7-12
tells us, “Where can I go from Thy Spirit? Or where can
I flee from Thy pres ence?  If I as cend to heaven, Thou art 
there; If I make my bed in Sheol, be hold, Thou art there. 
If I take the wings of the dawn, If I dwell in the re mot est
part of the sea,  Even there Thy hand will lead me, And
Thy right hand will lay hold of me.”  God is ev ery where
pres ent in the phys i cal realm and the spir i tual realm as
well.  

This means that any where that you may go, God is
al ready there.  If you try to flee from God’s call and
duty, you only flee right into God’s pres ence, be cause
He is al ready wher ever you might go.  Jo nah learned
this the hard way.  Even when you leave the church
build ing, God is out side the build ing as well.  Even if
you go off into the vil est in iq uity known to man, God is
al ready there to meet you.  You can’t go even to the re -
mot est part of the sea, or even heaven, the grave, or even 
hell it self, with out meet ing God.    “Am I a God who is
near,” de clares the LORD, “And not a God far off? 
“Can a man hide him self in hid ing places, So I do not
see him?” de clares the LORD. “Do I not fill the heav ens 
and the earth?” de clares the LORD.” (Jer e miah 23:23-24)

The beauty of this is that since God is ev ery where
and knows ev ery thing that is go ing on, He can prompt
you to pray for sit u a tions far off, even when you don’t
fully know what is go ing on.  There are times when the
Spirit of God will quicken you and some one or some sit -
u a tion will be strong on your heart.  You can pray for
this and trust the Spirit of God to fill in what you lack in
your prayers (See Romans 8:26).  This can hap pen in the 
day or some times at night when God awak ens you to
pray.  It also means that God knows what lies ahead for



you be cause He is al ready there.  He can avert you from
im pend ing di sas ter when He knows what is around the
next turn.  He can also lead you in the right way since He
is al ready where you need to go.

Don’t make the mis take of try ing to fig ure all of this
out men tally.  God is be yond us and His thoughts and
ways are as far above us as the heav ens are above the
earth.  God does n’t ask us to fully un der stand how, but
rather gives us the abil ity to sim ply believe it and trust in
it, even if we don’t un der stand it.  That is the work of the
Spirit of God.  Praise Him Name For ever!

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN

PRAY PATIENTLY 

BY Dr. Tom Malone 

Noah’s faith was pa tient in wait ing.
One day God said, “Noah, it’s go ing to rain.”  As far

as we know Noah had never seen rain.  The Bi ble tells us
in Gen e sis 2 that the earth was wa tered with mist: “There
went up a mist from the earth, and wa tered the whole face 
of the ground” (vs. 6).  It may be that it had never rained
un til the flood.  

God told him, “Noah, man’s wick ed ness has be come
so great that I am go ing to de stroy the world.  You build
an ark and bring your fam ily into it.  I will bring the an i -
mals that are to be pre served through the flood.”

Think about how Noah had to wait be fore God ful -
filled His Word.  He was surely laughed at for the en tire
time it took him to build the Ark.  Some of you will go to
the plant or store or shop to mor row and if you are
laughed at, it will shake your faith and make you won der
about be ing a Chris tian.

Peo ple said, “I told you so” when It did n’t rain.  They 
said to their chil dren, “Look at that old man!  Look at that 
old fa natic!  There co mes that old fool!”  But Noah
waited many long years for God to honor his faith.

How many times for Chris tians – when it looked as if 
God as about to do some thing for them – was about to
save their loved ones – was about to an swer their prayers
– have given up.  Their faith grew weak and they let loose 
of the prom ises of God.

Read the life of George Müller, per haps the most
faith ful, won der ful war rior of prayer since the days of the 
apos tle Paul.  Books are writ ten about how he prayed,
how he be lieved and how God sent through his hands
mil lions of dol lars to build or phan ages.  A mighty man of
prayer was he and a great soul win ner.

But there’s some thing about George Mül ler that a lot

of peo ple don’t know.  He says in his di ary that he be gan
in 1844 pray ing for five in di vid u als to be saved.  By the
end of about twelve years, three had been saved.

He con tin ued pray ing for the oth ers un til he had daily 
prayed for their con ver sion for well over half a cen tury –
but both were even tu ally saved!  It took around sixty
years of be liev ing God to bring them into the fam ily of
God.

Noah’s faith was pa tient in wait ing!
Some of you have had your faith tried.  You’re ask ing 

God to save them.  You’ve asked God to do some thing
for you.  God tries the faith of his peo ple.

I don’t know when He will honor your faith but I
know that if you will be lieve God, He will some day
honor your faith.  It might be sixty years or sixty sec onds, 
BUT GOD will keep His Word and honor your faith. 

Sword of the Lord

Ed i tor’s Note: This ar ti cle has been such a bless ing
and en cour age ment to me!  How about You?

YES, God an swers the prayers of those who are in
the fam ily of God; but some times HE says NO, other
times YES and other times WAIT, and of course, be ing an 
in di vid ual of the fam ily of God, the bot tom line we want
His will to be done, as that is the best!

IN the min is try of the Morn ing Glory and Hauge Lu -
theran Innermission Fed er a tion; we stand in need of
prayer war riors who will pray for this min is try spe cif i -
cally and con sis tently.  

ALSO, pray for the Hauge Board and their fam i lies.

15

Hauge Annual Conference sessions
available online

The An nual Con fer ence of the Hauge
Innermission was held at Gar den City, Iowa in
June of this year.  Thank you to Stavanger Lu -
theran Church in Gar den City, Iowa for host ing us.  
We wanted to make these ses sions avail able to
those who could n’t at tend.  We re corded each of
these ses sions and they are avail able on line to
watch.  Just go YouTube and type in “Hauge
Innermission” in the search bar at the top of the
page and these ses sions will come up.  We also
hope to post some past ses sions and fu ture ses -
sions as well, so make this a fa vor ite for you to
visit.



16

noissi
mre

n
nI 

nare
h t

u
L eg

ua
H

 re t
ne

C 
g

n ilia
M 

& 
g

ni
 p

pi
h

S tI-
d

ne
S  

o/c

 .e
v

A tt
ocl

A tse
W 

6
2

0
1

7
3

5
6

5 
N

M ,slla
F s

u
gre

F

Vol ume CI •  Num ber 5 • August, 2019
(USPS 887-740) Dilworth, MN 56529

t
a 

di
a

P 
e

g
 at

s
o

P 
sl

a
 c i

d
 oi r

e
P

7
3

5
6

5  
N

M ,
sll

a
F 

s
u

gr
e

F

Up Date

ENCOURAGEMENT!
Af ter read ing the fol low ing ‘ar ti cle’ by Fredrik

Wisloff and be ing so blest my self; I wanted to share
with you who are in vest ing in this por tion of God’s
king dom Work on Earth and for those who would
like to do the same!

Con sider the lil ies of the field
Mat thew 6:28.

“Thus, Je sus spoke to the Jews.  To us, He would
have said: Con sider the dai sies, the wild flowers on
the prai ries and in the woods.

“Con sider the flow ers of the field, how beau ti ful 
they are.  Not even Sol o mon in all his royal splen dor
was ar rayed like one of them.  For they are clothed
by God.  The most ex cel lent work of man is as noth -
ing in com par i son with the sim plest work of God. 
Let God have His way.

“Con sider the flow ers of the field, how they
praise God, just by be ing where He placed them. 
Noth ing gives praise like His work.  But we, too, are
His work man ship (Eph. 2:10).  Let us live to the
praise of His glory.

“Con sider the flow ers of the field, how free
from anx i ety they are.  They toil not, nei ther do they
spin, but they rely on their Cre ator in whose hand is
their life.  Now, if God so cares for the flow ers of the
field, how much more does He not care for you.  Be
anx ious for noth ing.

“Con sider the flow ers of the field and re mem ber
how short is their life.  To day they bloom; to mor row 
they are cast into the oven.  Use your time wisely,
then.  Praise God while you have an op por tu nity. 
Glad den the lives of those who are about you.  Then,
when the har vest co mes, you shall re joice when God
gath ers you into His gar ner.”

I trust that YOU have been touched and blest in
this short ar ti cle, as He has mine and for you more
so!  PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL
BLESSINGS FLOW!  James 1:17-18.

Please pray spe cif i cally what the Lord wants
YOU to in vest in this part of His King dom Work!

The to tal of fer ings re ceived for the month of
May were $3,120.00.

Of fer ings for June were $3,439.00.

Evan ge lis tic Tent Meet ings

Faith Lu theran Church of Run ning Val ley of
ru ral Colfax, Wis con sin, will be us ing the Hauge
Innermission tent for evan ge lis tic meet ings.  Pas -
tor Jim Haga will be the speaker, along with spe -
cial mu sic each night.  The meet ings will be at the 
fairgrounds in Colfax.  The dates for these meet -
ings are Au gust 25-28, 2019 and they will start
each eve ning at 6:30 p.m.  
Please con sider who you might per son ally in vite
to at tend with YOU and hear the WORD of God!
Even if you can’t per son ally at tend, please un der -
gird these meet ings with prayer be gin ning now,
and at the very time they are hap pen ing.  Thank
you for your faith ful in ter ces sion.


