
A Fresh Joy of Christmas
“Glory to God in the high est, and on earth,

peace, good will to ward men.”  (Lk. 2:14)

ulture to day views Christ mas as a time for ail ing
stores to boost their sales.  It is viewed as a time
for peo ple to get to gether and take time off work. 

The whole mes sage of Christ mas has been lost by many,
even by many in the church.  It is just an other time to get
and give pres ents, go to church and be with friends.

Per haps it might do us well to go back to the orig i nal
Christ mas and con sider afresh what re ally took place. 
Since the fall of man in the Gar den of Eden, man kind is
alien ated from God.  They are born that way and will re -
main that way un less God does some thing.  Be ing alien -
ated from God means that man kind is un der God’s wrath
be cause of their sins.  This means that ev ery per son who
will ever live is con demned to an ev er last ing place of fire,
tor ment and sep a ra tion from God.  There is ab so lutely
noth ing that any man can do to change this.  God is holy
and He will judge each and ev ery per son in ex act ho li ness.  
No one can stand be fore God in view of such stan dards,
be cause “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God.” (Rom. 3:23)  The rea son that Christ mas has lost its
joy and real mean ing is be cause man kind, and many in the
church, have lost the view of the to tal depravity of man,
and God’s judg ment upon them be cause of that.

When we read that an an gel came to Jo seph, he spoke
of what would hap pen to the Vir gin Mary.  He said of
Mary, “And she will bring forth a son, and you shall call
His name Je sus, for He shall save His peo ple from their
sins.” (Matt. 1:21)  Many peo ple hear this old fa mil iar line 
and just say, “Yea, I know that.”  But friend, do you re ally
re al ize what it means?  It means that God has done the im -
pos si ble in mak ing a vir gin con ceive.  It means that a man
child is com ing into the world who has no sin.  It means

that God’s plan of re demp tion for your eter nal soul is un -
der way.  It means that this Je sus is the One, and Only One
who can save you from the fierce wrath of God.  It means
that only this Je sus can save you from your sins.  It means
that God can now ex tend good will to ward you and ev ery -
one else.  It means that now, peace be tween God and man
is made pos si ble.

Were it not for this Je sus, life would have no hope. 
There would be no way for any one to earn for give ness of
their sins.  Life would be noth ing more than a dread ful
await ing of death and hell.  Even the hap pi est and greatest
mo ments of life would bring no last ing joy, be cause the
dread ful end awaits when ev ery thing life of fers is sud -
denly taken away.  What would be the pur pose in try ing to
ac com plish any thing worth while in life?  It would lead to
an at ti tude of “grab for all the gusto now, be cause the end
is com ing.”  Is this not the phi los o phy of life most peo ple
live by to day?  Is it not be cause they have lost sight of the
ex act ing ho li ness of God against the sins of man kind?  Is it 
not be cause peo ple have for got ten the great and glo ri ous
act that He has ac com plished in send ing Je sus to this
earth?

When so ci ety views all re li gions as valid, then the an -
nounce ment of Je sus is just a state ment that one re li gion
makes.  But if they would re al ize that this very Je sus is the
ONLY one who can bring them back to God, then sud -
denly the an nounce ment of His birth brings won der,
amaze ment and great joy.  When peo ple re al ize the fierce
con trol that sin has upon them ru in ing their lives, then the
an nounce ment of a com ing Re deemer who will free them
from sin’s strong grip upon them brings an tic i pa tion of a
better day.

Even in the face of death, this announcement of
Christ mas has power and life.  When you stand at the
grave of a loved one, you sud denly re al ize what an en emy
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death is against you.  But then the 
com ing of Je sus to save us from
our sins and the death pen alty
against us is the only thing that
can bring peace in the midst of
grief.

As Christ mas co mes again
this year, don’t get lost in all the
ex ter nals of the cul ture.  The ex -
ter nals are not bad, but they can
re ally dis tract you from the real
joy and mean ing found in the in -
car na tion of the Son of God into
hu man ity.  I know of no better
way to do this than to set time
aside to re ally read the Christ mas 
story afresh and re al ize that all
this was done for you me.  Read
of the eter nal des tiny of man kind
out side of Christ in Rev e la tion
20:11-15.  Hear the fi nal ver dict
of the Judge, “De part from Me,
ye that work in iq uity.  I never
knew you.” (Matt. 7:23)  Re al ize
that ev eryone marches head
down to an eter nity in the lake of
fire for ever and ever.  Then re al -
ize that this is where you would
be if Je sus had not come.  This
will make you ap pre ci ate afresh
the state ment, “Unto you is born
this day in the city of Da vid, a
Sav ior, which is Christ the
Lord.” (Lk. 2:11)

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN
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The Secret Things
“The se cret things be long unto the LORD our

God, but those things which are re vealed be long
unto us and to our chil dren for ever, that we may

do all the works of this law.”  
Deu ter on omy 29:29

This por tion of Scrip ture fol lows a lengthy re state ment
of the Cov e nant of God with His peo ple, Is rael.  In this
chap ter, Mo ses re minded the peo ple of the works that God
had wrought on their be half in their de liv er ance from Pha -
raoh, in His pro vi sion for them in the wil der ness, and in His
pro tec tion on the bat tle field (vv. 2-8).

In this fi nal ad dress, he en cour aged them to “keep there -
fore the words of this cov e nant, and do them, that ye may
pros per in all that ye do” (v. 9), and stated the var i ous bless -
ings that would be theirs if they would do so.  Lastly, he de -
scribed, in graphic and burn ing words, the re sults of
break ing the cov e nant and in cur ring the judg ment of God
(vv. 18-27).  “And the LORD rooted them out of their land
in an ger, and in wrath, and in great in dig na tion, and cast
them into an other land, as it is this day” (v. 28).

In rec og ni tion of the lim i ta tions of hu man kind, Mo ses
wrote in our text that there are cer tain things known only to
God, which He has veiled – things which can not be un der -
stood by the hu man mind – things which He sim ply chooses 
to keep to Him self.  But he goes on to say that He has re -
vealed cer tain things to us, and these things we must obey. 
Con se quently, our text con sists of a great prin ci ple of life:
We must do what we know to do.  We don’t know ev ery -
thing, but we must act re spon si bly and prop erly to that
which He has told us, leav ing the “se cret things” and their
con se quences to God.  Else where, He prom ises that even
the se cret things will “work to gether for good to them that
love God” (Romans 8:28) – in His sov er eign plan.  We must 
obey, do ing what we know to do, and leave the re sults with
Him.      John D. Mor ris, Ph.D.

Taken from Days of Praise, Copyrighted with permission
from Institute for Creation Research

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Law

“Do we then make the law of none ef fect through
faith?  God for bid; nay, we es tab lish the law.”

Romans 3:31

Is not the com mand of the law, “Thou shalt, thou shalt
not,” out of or der in con nec tion with the be liever’s new at ti -
tude of heart and will ing spirit?

Are not duty and love ir rec on cil able op po sites?  Does

not duty pass out when love en ters in?  And does not love go 
out when our re la tion ship with God has be come one based
upon duty?

And if the law is writ ten in our hearts, as the Scrip tures
say, is then any other com mand ment nec es sary?

Let us con sider this briefly. 
The new birth places a sin ner in the right re la tion ship to

the re quire ments of God’s law.
Old per sons feel that the re quire ments of God are a bur -

den, for they are strange and in im i cal to them.
New per sons, on the other hand, love the law of God

and, there fore, also their con science, which in such a re -
mark able way brings the will of God into their very souls. 
Be liev ers look upon their con science as a friend help ing
them, with vig i lance and with out guile, both to know and do
the will of God.

It is this to which James re fers when he speaks of the
law of lib erty, speak ing of it as per fect.

Here he unites lib erty and law.  They seem to be mu tu -
ally ex clu sive.  But life unites them.  For love is this very un -
ion of lib erty and law.  God is bound to the law of love to
such a de gree that He can not act con trary to it.  But He has
bound Him self vol un tarily.

The mir a cle of the new birth is that it frees us from the
com pul sion of the law and writes the law into our hearts, en -
abling us to feel that we are the free chil dren of God.

Taken from God’s Word For Today by O. Hallesby
Copyright 1937, Special Permission granted by

Augsburg Publishing

Bad Tongue, Bad-Mouthing, Bad Deal!

F. E. Marsh

The tongue can be a bless ing, but if it is not un der con -
trol, it will be a bane.
1)  A de ceit ful tongue (Rom. 3:13).  A de ceit ful tongue is a
ly ing one.   

2)  An empty tongue (1 John 3:18).  Talk is not help.

3)  An un bri dled tongue (Jas. 1:26).  Un con trolled, the
tongue is a curse.

4)  A fro ward tongue (Prov. 10:31).  Boast ing is the es -
sence of pride.

5)  A ly ing tongue (Prov. 6:17; 12:19; 21:6; 26:28.)  A liar
is in league with the Devil and will be shut out of Heaven.

6)  A flat ter ing tongue (Prov. 28:23).  Flat tery in jects con -
ceit and leads astray.

7)  A back bit ing tongue (Prov. 25:23).  A back biter not
only bites oth ers, but in the end he bites him self.  

Selected



Don’t Go in the Wrong Door
By W. Hershel Ford

I would hate to stand where the sin ner stands to day
and have to think that there is noth ing to look for ward to
but death and Hell.   Yet that is all there is to a sin ner’s fu -
ture.

Rob ert Murray M’Cheyne was a great preacher of
Scot land.  He died as a young man, but his name had be -
come a house hold word in thou sands of Scot tish homes. 
He preached one night on the text, “I am the door: by me if 
any man en ter in, he shall be saved” (John 10:9).

In the con gre ga tion, there was a lost man to whom he
had of ten preached and to whom he had spo ken per son ally 
about his soul.  That night, the Holy Spirit shook that man
in con vict ing power.  He saw him self as a lost soul on the
way to Hell.  He looked to Christ and was saved.  He said
to the preacher, “I got in to night.  I know I am saved.  The
trou ble be fore was that I was try ing to go in the wrong
door.”

“What do you mean?” asked the preacher.
The man said, “I have been try ing to get in at the

saint’s door.  I thought that I had to live a per fect life to be
saved, and I knew that I could n’t do it.  You made it clear
to night that I must go in the sin ner’s door.  I know Je sus is
that Door.   So I have en tered in, and, thank God, a sin ner
has been saved.”

Oh, the world is filled with peo ple who are try ing to
en ter through the wrong door!  They are con demned now
and will be con demned for ever.  Why?  Be cause they are
not in Christ Je sus.             Se lected.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

When a Lost Person Comes to Christ

By C. E. Matthews

The trans ac tion that takes place when a lost soul ac -
cepts Christ and is saved in volves more than the fi nite
mind can even imag ine, much less un der stand.  Many
things oc cur when sal va tion takes place.  A soul is re -
deemed; a par don for the sin ner is granted; a new name is
writ ten in the Lamb’s Book of Life, Hell has lost an other
of its vic tims.  A bondslave to sin has been eman ci pated. 
The fam ily of God has been in creased by one, and this
brings re joic ing in Heaven in the pres ence of the angels of
God.

If we could ask great preach ers, spir i tual gi ants of
other gen er a tions, the ques tion, “What is the great est thing 
one per son can do for an other on this earth?”  The an swer

would be the same from all.  “The great est thing any per -
son  can do on earth is to bring a lost soul to Je sus Christ as
Sav iour.”                                        Se lected

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Grace, Liberty, Commandment,
Obedience

By F. M. Pack

Grace loves, for gives, re deems, saves, sanc ti fies and
trans forms; but grace also warns, pleads, de nounces and
pro hib its sin.  Grace never per mits or li censes us to sin;
rather, it is the only means of over com ing sin in our lives.

Al ex an der Maclaren, the great Scotch preacher,
wrote: “Lib erty is not ex emp tion from com mand ment, but 
har mony with com mand ment.  Who ever finds that what is
his duty is his de light is en fran chised.  We are at lib erty
when we walk within the lim its of the Gos pel; and they
who de light to do the law are free in obe di ence; free from
the tyr anny of their own lust, pas sions and in cli na tions;
free from dom i na tion of men and opin ion and com mon
cus toms and per sonal hab its.”

Taken from Sword of the Lord

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

When Sent by God, Fail ure Is Never Fi nal!
“So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my

mouth: it shall not re turn unto me void, but it shall ac com -
plish that which I please, and it shall pros per in the thing
whereto I sent it.”  Isa iah 55:11

Some times it looks as if God’s ser vants fail.
When Herod be headed John the Bap tist, it looked as if 

John’s mis sion was a fail ure.   But was it?
The voice that rang through the val ley of the Jor dan

rings through the whole world to day.
We can hear its echo upon the moun tains and in the

val leys yet; He must in crease, but I must de crease.”  John
the Bap tist held up Christ and in tro duced Him to the
world, and Herod had no power to be head him un til his
life’s work had been ac com plished.

Ste phen preached only one ser mon that we know of,
and that was be fore the San hed rin.  But that ser mon has
been preached again and again all over the world.  Out of
his death prob a bly came Paul, the great est preacher the
world has seen since Christ left this earth.

If a man is sent by Je ho vah, there is no such thing as
fail ure.                           D. L. Moody

4



5

Ed i to rial 
RES

DOUBLE DECEPTION PLUS
“But evil men and im pos tors will grow worse and worse, de ceiv ing and be ing de ceived. 

But you must con tinue in the things which you have learned and been as sured of know ing
from whom you have learned them.”  (II Tim o thy 3:13-14)

Our ‘text’ for this me di a tion, from God is es pe cially so
for us con sid er ing that likely we are liv ing close to what 
we call the ‘mid night hour’ and/or the ‘day’ is far spent;
there fore we need to ‘re deem the time’ for night com eth 
when no man can work.

De cep tion is a very sub tle en emy of our eter nal soul
that we are!  Can you imag ine the hor ror of miss ing
HEAVEN for ALL ETERNITY by only eigh teen
inches?  Now if you don’t re ally care where you will
spend ETERNITY; don’t read any fur ther of this ‘ed i to -
rial’. 

One def i ni tion of the word de ceive is: “to cause to ac -
cept as true or valid what is false or in valid.”  De cep tion
is “the act of de ceiv ing, the fact or con di tion of be ing
de ceived.”  Gen er ally, ‘de cep tion’ is ex er cised/prac -
ticed by the tell ing of a lie in or der to es cape guilt or to
gain an end.

NOW please prayer fully read the en tire third chap ter of
II Tim o thy; be cause your heart and my heart is de ceit ful 
and des per ately wicked.  I don’t say this; but GOD DID
- Jer e miah 17:9 then no tice verse 10.  Now is this
TRUTH tell ing only about some peo ple, most peo ple
OR all peo ple?  (The lat ter is the Truth!).  So we need to 
sit up and take no tice if you care where you are go ing to
spend Eter nity!  You know the in sti tu tion of the Lord’s
Sup per (Sac ra ment) when JESUS said one of the dis ci -
ples was go ing to be tray HIM, the apos tles did n’t im -
me di ately point their fin ger at Ju das but asked the heart
search ing ques tion: “Lord, Is It I?”

Scrip ture is very clear that we are to ex am ine our selves
in the ‘light’ of the Bi ble.  How we need to self-ex am ine 
to check if we are abid ing, con tin u ing, re sid ing in
Christ OR if it is just ‘head knowl edge’ and not ‘heart’
ex pe ri ence.

For ex am ple: re mem ber that the Spirit of the Lord had
left Sam son and he knew it not!  “Ex am ine your selves
as to whether you are in the faith.  Test your selves.  Do
you not know y our selves, that Je sus Christ is in you? -
un less in deed you are dis qual i fied.” II Co rin thi ans
13:5.   Here’s where we no tice the dis tinct line of de -
mar ca tion which sep a rates the righ teous per son from
the hyp o crite and the self-de ceived per son.  

Hyp o crites fear self-ex am i na tion and avoid it at al most
any cost.  Fre quently they ac quire much prac tice in
com fort ing them selves and de fend ing them selves
against the rest less thoughts which the Spirit of God
puts into their con science.

The ‘righ teous’ (in Christ) some what fear also self-ex -
am i na tion; but they de sire  none the less the ‘Truth’ and
thus seek it.  They want ev ery thing in the bril liant light
of the Holy Scrip tures.   They de sire to know the truth
about them selves, even though it re sults in the pass ing
of judg ment upon their Chris tian life.  They fear lest
they have made a ‘com pact’ with some sin.  They do not 
want to de fend or ex cuse some sin in their life.  They
have learned to have a holy lack of con fi dence in them -
selves – there fore they ask the Lord to try them! 
“Search me, O God and know my heart!  …And see
if there be any wicked way in me, And lead me in the
way ev er last ing!”

“Be ware of dogs, be ware of evil work ers, be ware of the
mu ti la tion!  Philippians 3:2.  “Then many false proph -
ets will rise up and de ceive many.”  “For false christs
and false proph ets will rise and show great signs and
won ders to de ceive, if pos si ble, even the elect.  See, I
have told you be fore hand” Mat thew 24:11, 24-25,
Please read also vv. 12 & 13.  NOTICE:  Colossians 2:8, 
1 Tim o thy 1:19, 11 Pe ter 3:17, Mat thew 7:15, 11 Co rin -
thi ans 11:13, Ti tus 1:16, Mat thew 7:22-23 & Isa iah
56:10-11.

“To the law and to the tes ti mony!  If they do not speak
ac cord ing to this word, it is be cause there is no light in
them. Isa iah 8:20.

“Look to your selves, that we do not lose those things we 
worked for, but that we may re ceive a full re ward.  Who -
ever trans gresses and does not abide in the doc trine of
Christ does not have God.  He who abides in the doc -
trine of Christ has both the Fa ther and the Son.  If any -
one co mes to you and does not bring this doc trine, do
not re ceive him into your house nor greet him; for he
who greets him shares in his evil deeds” II John 8-11.

Mar tin Lu ther had three grave ‘con cerns’ when it came
to “Apos tasy” (fall ing away/thus be ing de ceived) and
that is that we would be lieve oth ers will be de ceived,
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WHY SING HYMNS? 
(In ter est ing!!)

Our Youth Are Grow ing up 
never Learn ing the Hymns!

The def i nite ‘trend’ to day is to re place tra di tional
hymns with con tem po rary praise cho ruses.  But ‘ac tu ally’
is this trend good?  All ages (youth) to day need the strong
fo cus on doc trine that the hymns and cho ruses pro vide. 
Hymns pres ent a clear ex pres sion of the knowl edge of God, 
and they teach Bib li cal truths as Scrip ture ad mon ishes: 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wis -
dom; teach ing and ad mon ish ing one an other in psalms
and hymns and spir i tual songs.”  Colossians 3:16.

There fore, most con tem po rary praise cho ruses lack
this em pha sis.  For ex am ple, a Mus lim can sing many of the 
con tem po rary praise cho ruses to day and never ut ter a con -
tra dic tion of his faith be cause these praise cho ruses tend to
fo cus on our af fec tions for God rather than on Scrip tural
doc trinal truth.  On the other hand, a Mus lim can not sing a
Chris tian hymn with out pro fess ing doc trine that con tra dicts 
his Is lamic faith.  Many of the con tem po rary praise cho -
ruses of ten omit the iden tity of the God to Whom we sing,
as they are so vague they could be sung to any false god. 
Good Gos pel cho ruses are an ap pro pri ate role in our wor -
ship, but they should not take the place of hymns so rich in
doc trine.

Not only is it un wise to dis card ‘our’ tra di tional hymns, 
but dan ger ous in that it gives us a doc trinal dis tinc tion and
iden ti fi ca tion about ‘our’ God.  This does not make ‘us’;
but it does make us dis tinc tively dif fer ent in our ‘wor ship’
of our liv ing God.

“Our” first and ma jor con cern (con vic tion) should not
be what is most pleas ing to my emo tions and flesh, but what 
Hymns, Gos pel songs and Cho ruses are the most pleas ing
to our Liv ing God!

Sing ing tra di tional Hymns, that are doc trinal sound, is
one way of help ing to pro tect our youn ger gen er a tions from 
‘drift ing away’, as is the in dict ment in Ho sea 4:1: 

“…There is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowl edge of God in
the land.”   Ho sea 4:1

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“Be hold, a vir gin shall con ceive, and bear a
son, and shall call his name Im man uel”

Isa iah 7:14

Je sus is Je ho vah in car nate, our Lord and our God, and
yet our brother and friend.  Let us adore and ad mire Him. 
His mi rac u lous con cep tion was a thing un heard of be fore
and un par al leled since.  “The Lord hath cre ated a new
thing in the earth.  A woman shall com pass a man” (Jer e -
miah 31:22).  The first prom ise ran thus: “The seed of the
woman,” not the off spring of the man.  Our Sav ior, al -
though truly man, was, as to His hu man na ture, the Holy
One of God.  By the power of the Holy Spirit, He was born 
of the vir gin with out the taint of orig i nal sin which per -
tains to all those who are born of the flesh.  Ev ery be liever
is a por trait of Christ.  Let us joy fully re mem ber our dear
Re deemer’s glo ri ous birth.  When did an gels in dulge in
mid night songs, or did God ever hang a new star in the sky 
be fore?  To whose cra dle did rich and poor make so will -
ing a pil grim age and of fer such hearty and un sought ob li -
ga tions?  Earth may re joice and men may cease their la bor
to cel e brate “the great birth day” of Je sus.  The golden
name, Im man uel, is in ex press ibly de light ful.  God with us
in our na ture, our sor row, our lifework, our grave; and
now we with Him, in res ur rec tion, as cen sion, tri umph,
and sec ond ad vent splen dor.  The babe of Beth le hem ap -
pears to be man i festly with us in weakness.  Oh, for true
spiritual fellowship with Immanuel all this day!

Taken from Morning by Morning by C. H. Spurgeon, 
Copyright by Whitaker House, 1984

oth ers are be ing de ceived; but that I will not be de -
ceived!  Thus he shares that  (semi-quote) ‘he who does
not fear him self, has the great est rea son to fear of ALL.’

Lord, is it I?

By the GRACE of GOD the Morn ing Glory & Hauge
Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion is con tend ing for
the faith & makes no apol o gies for the old time Chris -
tian ity!

YES, ‘we’ stand in NEED of your Prayer Sup port, En -
cour age ment & Fi nan cial Means! - but “THANKS BE
TO GOD FOR HIS INDESCRI BABLE GIFT!” II
Co rin thi ans 9:15

From the Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion
Board, fam i lies and work ers;

YOU en joy the rich bless ings that God be stows upon 
YOU, and have a Blessed Christ mas and a truly
Won der ful New Year and make YOU a bless ing!



From Our Fellowship Circle

R. F. Bottineau, N. D. 
Greet ings in that Pre cious Name of JESUS!

Somewhat re cently the great grand son of Pas tor R. P.
Haakonson was at our place and I gave him a copy of the
Morn ing Glory so he could read it for him self and then
pass it on for his loved ones to read.

How I would like it so very much if you would send a copy 
of the de vo tional book “Al tar Steps” by Pas tor R. P.
Haakonson, plus a sub scrip tion to the Morn ing Glory.  En -
closed please find a check for the amount of $..... to help
with the ex penses of your fine pub li ca tion and the book.

You cer tainly do con tinue to print a won der ful mag a zine
and we have been re ceiv ing it for many years.

My hus band used to be very in volved in the NW
Innermission and the Con fer ence they held each fall.  But
he is not able to do very much trav el ing now.

Sorry we are slow at writ ing and con trib ut ing to your
work.  

The Lord con tinue to Bless this ‘min is try’ we pray.                                                
In Him,

Anon y mous
I am so thank ful that I was priv i leged to take in a day of
your re cent Hauge Bi ble Con fer ence at Ny Stavanger in
Bux ton, ND.

Oh, the mes sages – sing ing I have n’t heard such since
leav ing  …years ago!  I have n’t words enough to thank ev -
ery one!

I so look for ward each month in re ceiv ing the Morn ing
Glory.  Morn ing Glory and you are in my prayers and
thanks again also for your prayers and con cerns.

Anon y mous
En joy the pa per!  All ex cept ‘Be liev able …….Yet Un be -
liev able - that is be low what I care to hear about.

Mrs. LV. K. Kandiyohi, MN
This check is given in Mem ory of my hus band, Her bert
Kallevig; He was along on with the Lord’s Work through
the Innermission years ago.  Our par ents were too.

We miss him but know he’s in Heaven and no more suf fer -
ing.

I en joy the Morn ing Glory – solid teach ing.

D. B. Casa Grande, AZ
It has been a long time since I have sent you any thing.  I do 
pray that you may con tinue to boldly pro claim Je sus.

Use this gift wher ever it is needed. 

S. J. A Minnetonka, MN
I en joyed your ar ti cle on Hans Niel sen Hauge this past
sum mer.  

A year ago I re searched him and gave a re port to a fam ily
re union.  It was ex pressed at an other re union this past
sum mer also.

An an ces tor of my fam ily, John Haugvald of Nor way, was
a leader of the Hauge Lay men’s Move ment in the
Stavanger Dis trict.  My an ces tors of an other gen er a tion
set tled in Green Lake Town ship in Min ne sota and built a
church there, and chose as their Pas tor a Hauge Synod
man.

My Grand fa ther and his brother both grad u ated from the
Red Wing Sem i nary, a Hauge Synod School.   

Your Morn ing Glory mag a zine is a won der ful pub li ca tion.   
Thank you.
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The person who will

not forgive others

burns the bridge over 
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must cross.



What About This RAPTURE
Business?

  By Pas tor Tony Scheving

Two cars were sit ting next to each other in the park ing
lot of a sem i nary near Mil wau kee.  The bumper sticker on
one car said “Je sus is Com ing.”  The bumper sticker on the 
other car said, “Es cape to Wis con sin.”  This past spring a
preacher by the name of Har old Camp ing falsely pre -
dicted that the world would end on May 21st.  When it did -
n’t hap pen, he prom ised it would end on Oc to ber 21st. 
Sadly, he pre dicted the same thing about May 21st, 1988
and Sep tem ber 7th, 1994.  Each time he falsely proph e -
sied, he men tioned that the rap ture would take place, fol -
lowed by months of chaos and plagues on the earth with
mil lions dy ing.  Harold Camp ing is un for tu nately con -
fused about a Bible doc trine.  Just what is the ‘rapture’?

While speak ing of the sec ond com ing Christ, the Bi -
ble says, “For the Lord him self shall de scent from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the arch an gel, and with the
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first.  Then
we which are alive and re main shall be caught up to gether 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so
shall we ever be with the Lord” (I Thess 4:16-17).  These
verses, along with oth ers in the Bi ble, speak of a gen er a -
tion of peo ple that will see Je sus come back to this earth,
and how true Chris tians will be snatched up into heaven in 
an in stant when He co mes.  There will be a heav enly
home com ing.  Je sus said in Luke 17:35-36, “Two women
shall be grind ing to gether; the one shall be taken, and the
other left.  Two men shall be in the field; the one shall be
taken, and the other left.”

A preacher from over a cen tury ago made the fol low -
ing state ment: “The first cen tury church thought more
about the sec ond com ing of Christ than they did His death.  
The early Chris tians were n’t look ing for a cleft in the
ground (grave) but a cleft in the sky called glory.  They
were look ing for the ‘up per taker’ more than the un der -
taker.”  Some one said, “Fear al ways looks back ward, sor -
row al ways looks down, but hope always looks up.”

The Bi ble speaks of “Look ing for that blessed hope,
and the glo ri ous ap pear ing of the great God and our Sav -
ior Je sus Christ” (Ti tus 2:13).  Fur ther more, the Bi ble says,
“In a mo ment, in the twin kling of an eye, at the last trump:
for the trum pet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
in cor rupt ible, and we shall be changed.”  (I Cor 15:52).

Many would mock at such a su per nat u ral and spec tac -
u lar event, but the same God who spoke the uni verse into
ex is tence, and raised His Son from the dead can eas ily
snatch away those who are true be liev ers in Christ from

off the earth in a mo ment’s no tice.  While some may think
they’re too so phis ti cated to be lieve such a thing, Chris tian
doc tors, law yers, en gi neers and col lege pro fes sors with
PhDs all over the world be lieve it whole-heartedly.  It’s
not a mat ter of pride ful in tel lec tu al ism, but humble faith!

The sec ond com ing of Christ could be at any mo ment.  
There are no Bi ble proph e cies yet to be ful filled for this
event to take place.  Je sus said in Mat thew 24:38-39,44,
“For as in the days that were be fore the flood they were
eat ing and drink ing, mar ry ing and giv ing in mar riage,
un til the day that Noah en tered in to the ark, And knew not
un til the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also
the com ing of the Son of man be.  There fore be ye also
ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man
com eth.”  The Bi ble speaks of many in di ca tions of the
sec ond com ing of Christ when it men tions an in crease in
earth quakes and nat u ral di sas ters, pes ti lence, eco nomic
prob lems, a one-world men tal ity, the in crease of tech nol -
ogy, fast modes of trans por ta tion, spir i tual cold ness and
other things. But can we know the date the rapture will
take place and Jesus will return?

Je sus Him self said in Mat thew 21:36,42, “But of that
day and hour knoweth no man, no not the an gels of
heaven, but my Fa ther only.  Watch there fore: for ye know
not what hour your Lord doth come.”  Je sus makes it clear
that no one knows the date when He will re turn, in clud ing
Har old Camp ing.  Down through the years there have
been a num ber who have pre dicted the end of the world. 
Wil liam Miller, the un of fi cial founder of the Sev enth Day
Ad ven tists, pre dicted the world would end in Oc to ber
1844, and then again in 1845.  Jo seph Smith, the founder
of Mor mon ism, also proph e sied a dead line for the end of
the world, which never hap pened.  The Je ho vah’s Wit -
nesses fol lowed with sev eral false pre dic tions. Pat Rob ert -
son pre dicted it would hap pen in 1982.  Hal Lindsey said it 
would hap pen in 1984.  Ed Whisenant fol lowed with his
book, “88 Rea sons the Rap ture Will Be in 1988.”  But God 
has never re warded the ‘date set ters’ be cause only He
knows when it will take place.  The Bi ble says, The se cret
things be long unto the LORD our God” (Deut 29:29).

So what harm can come from set ting dates for the sec -
ond com ing of Christ?  Sadly, it puts a ques tion mark over
those who be lieve in the doc trine and a shadow over the
Bi ble.  When Har old Camp ing falsely pre dicted the end of 
the world this past spring, the Amer i can Athe ists As so ci a -
tion held ‘Rap ture par ties’ in many ma jor cit ies like Oak -
land, Hous ton and Ft. Laud er dale.  They even put up their
own bill boards which stated, “The Rap ture…You Know
It’s Non sense!”  The Bi ble says, Be cause by this deed thou 
has given great oc ca sion to the en e mies of the LORD to
blas pheme” (2 Sam uel 12:14). It sounds like the story of the
lit tle boy who ‘cried wolf’ so many times, that no one be -

8



lieved him when the true emer gency arose.  Con se quently, 
the Bi ble states, “That there shall come in the last days
scoff ers, wal ing af ter their own lusts, and say ing, Where is 
the prom ise of his com ing?  For since the fa thers fell
asleep, all things con tinue as they were from the be gin -
ning of the cre ation” (2 Pe ter 3:3-4).

So, let’s look at the facts.  First of all, Je sus did come
the first time to this earth, and there were 333 proph e cies
writ ten ear lier which said He would.  He ful filled all those
pre dic tions.  Sec ondly, there are over 1800 proph e cies that 
tell us that Christ is com ing back again the sec ond time. 
So, if we go with the Bi ble’s past track re cord, we are def i -
nitely on a col li sion course with des tiny…Je sus is com ing
back again and no one can af ford to be caught un pre pared.  
Je sus Him self said, “There fore be ye also ready: for in
such an hour as ye think not the Son of man com eth” (Mat -

thew 24:44).  He added in Mat thew 16:27, “For the Son of
man shall come in the glory of his Fa ther with his an gels.”

The best way to pre pare for the com ing of Christ is to
never for get the pres ence of Christ.  The Bi ble says,
“Hope to the end of the grace that is to be brought unto
you at the rev e la tion of Je sus Christ”  (I Pe ter 1:13).  2
Thessalonians 3:5 says, The Lord di rect your hearts into
the love of God, and into the pa tient wait ing for Christ. “ 
The Bi bles says, “Wait for his Son from heaven, whom he
raised from the dead, even Je sus, which de liv ered us from
the wrath to come”  (I Thess 1:10).  Do you be lieve in the
rap ture and the sec ond com ing of Christ:  Do you be lieve
it with out shame or apol ogy?  The very last thing Je sus
tells us in the Bi ble is “Surely I come quickly” fol lowed by 
the last prayer in the Bi ble which is, “Amen, even so, come 
Lord Je sus” (Rev 22:20).  Now that you’ve read the end of 
the ‘last chap ter of the book’, I hope you’re on the win -
ning side.

Taken from Faith for Life

Ed i tor’s Note:  ‘My’ per sonal con vic tions based upon the
Word of God (Bi ble) is that the RAPTURE (tak ing away)
- in a “twin kling of an eye” will take place be fore “The
Great Trib u la tion”; but in ‘case’ I am wrong: pre pare for
the worst and look for the better!  In any ‘case’, the bot tom 
line is to be pre pared, oc cu py ing, and be READY at all
times!   The ba sic rea son in be ing ready for the Lord’s
com ing, is not for spec u la tion; but to en cour age ‘us’ in
godly liv ing.

Signs are an in di ca tion of a com ing event!  ‘Many
signs if not all signs have been met at least ONCE in di cat -
ing that the Trum pet Sound (Rap ture) could be close at
hand.  

In ter est ing that the Vat i can on Mon day (10/24/11)
called for es tab lish ment of a ‘global pub lic au thor ity’ and
a ‘cen tral world bank’.

Please prayer fully read Rev e la tion 17 & 18 and see the
pos si bil ity of the apos tate church (any & all who min i mize 
& or deny the vi tal BLOOD ATONEMENT of Christ for
‘our’ sins) and Is lam (Mus lims) want ing to take over the
‘world’.  Re mem ber now!  I am not ‘say ing’ that this is an
ex act, cor rect in ter pre ta tion of what’s go ing to hap pen;
BUT it gives you ‘food for thought’!

La bor —- The Gift of God

“And also that ev ery man should eat and drink, and
en joy the good of all his la bour, it is the gift of God.”  Ec -
cle si as tes 3:13

      Some peo ple may have the feel ing that hav ing to
work for a liv ing is an im po si tion of a cor rupt so ci ety.

Since they were brought into this world through no
choice of their own, there fore the world owes them a liv -
ing, they think.  Is work ing pun ish ment be cause of our
sins?

Well, God did “curse” the ground be cause of sin, but
in an im por tant sense it was for man’s own good.  “Cursed
is the ground,” He told Adam, “for thy sake” (Gen e sis
3:17).  It would re quire “the sweat of thy face: (v. 19) be -
cause man could eat his bread, and even then it would be
“in sor row shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life” (v.
17).  

But the work it self would not be a pun ish ment, for
even be fore he sinned, God had given Adam the re spon si -
bil ity in his Edenic gar den “to dress it and to keep it”
(Gen e sis 2:15).  Fur ther more, we shall have work to do in
the new earth in the ages to come, for we are told that “his
ser vants shall serve him” there (Rev e la tion 22:3), even
though there will be no rem nant of sin ful ness there at all.

Even in this life, work is a bless ing when we see it as
“the gift of God.”  If we see it only as drudg ery and hard -
ship, then it can in deed be “in sor row.”  But the Lord Je sus
said, “Come unto me, all ye that la bour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest” (Mat thew 11:28).

If hav ing to work for a liv ing will en cour age us to
come to Christ for sal va tion and peace of soul, then it is
truly “for thy sake” that God’s curse was pro nounced on
the ground.  The key to joy in la bor, in stead of sor row, is
noted by the apos tle Paul.  “And what so ever ye do, do it
heart ily, as to the Lord, and not unto men …for ye serve
the Lord Christ” (Colossians 3:23-24).

        Henry M. Mor ris, Ph.D.

Taken from Days of Praise
Copied with permission from 

Institute for Creation Research
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Seed
And the seed should spring up and grow; he knoweth

not how.  The earth beareth fruit of her self; first the blade,
then the ear, then the full grain in the ear.

IF we have by faith ac cepted Christ into our hearts, we 
have within our selves the stron gest power there is in life. 
This power op er ates within us con stantly, day and night. 
There is con tin ual ac tiv ity in life’s hid den work shop.  

Al ways in ac cor dance with a def i nite plan.  If you
have sown oats, then fully ma tured oats is the work ing
model that is em ployed: first the blade, then the ear, then
the full grain in the ear.

The stron gest power that has ever been at work in our
world is Je sus Christ.   Now, I have re ceived this Per son,
with all His lib er at ing power, into the very cen ter of my
life.  Be gin ning at this cen ter and work ing out, He is to
dis pel sin from my whole be ing, from my soul and from
my body.   

The seed grows with out our know ing how.
A pro found mys tery!  Many chil dren of God sit look -

ing back upon their life with God; at such and such a time
in the past you were more zeal ous, more spir i tual, more
use ful to God, more cir cum spect with re gard to sin, more
strict with your self.  You see no growth!  You have rather
gone the other way.

My griev ing friend, look at the shade trees.  At this
time of the year they stand there with out a sin gle leaf. 
Have they stopped grow ing?  No, they have only shed last
year’s fo liage.

It is hard when you and I must shed the old leaves. 
But the life is not in the leaves.  The life is in Christ.  His
power, more over, can work the more un hin dered within us 
the more we feel our own im po tence, the more de pend ent
upon Him we be come.  

Re mem ber how of ten His power has brought roses out 
of thorns!

Taken from God’s Word for Today by O. Hallesby 
Copyright 1937, Special Permission granted by

Augsburg Publishing

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“I am the light of the world; he that followeth 
me shall not walk in dark ness, but shall have

the light of life.”  John 8:12

It is dif fi cult to think that One Light can light the
whole world.  But such a light is Je sus.  Where sin reigns
He will take away the dark ness and give light.  When we

fol low Je sus we are no lon ger walk ing in dark ness, but we
are walk ing in His Light.  “God so loved the world that He 
gave His only be got ten Son” in or der that we may have
this Light.  

It was Christ mas time and the chil dren were busy
look ing over the many gifts that the sea son had brought
into the home.  

“See the beau ti ful tree,” ex claimed one.  “And the
lovely star at the top,” cried an other one.  There was a
great deal of noise made as they all dis cussed the var i ous
things that in ter ested them.  In the cor ner of the room sat a
lit tle girl by her self.  She had said noth ing, but she lis tened 
ea gerly to all the talk.  Her mother came and sat down
beside her.

“Mother, is it pretty?” she asked as she put her arms
around her mother’s neck.  The lit tle girl was blind and
could not see the pretty things in the room, so her mother
de scribed them to her.

Those who do not have Je sus are as blind as that lit tle
girl.   Is your soul dark with sin?  Let the Sav iour wash it
white as snow with His pre cious blood, and you will have
light.

Dear Lord Je sus, we thank Thee for com ing all the
way from glory to be the Light of the world.  In Je sus’
name.  Amen

Taken from the ‘family’ devotional
book Altar Steps by Pastor R. P. Haakonson 

Ed i to rial Com ment:  You may have this spe cial ‘fam ily’
de vo tional book by or der ing it from the HLIF with a do na -
tion of five dol lars, plus one dollar for ship ping.
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True Repentance
“Re pent ye, and be lieve in the gos pel.”  

Mark 1:15

MOST peo ple think that to ask an un con verted per son 
to re pent is as easy as slip ping on a pair of hose.  But let us
for a mo ment think of how the Scrip tures de scribe the un -
con verted.

“Ev ery one that committeth sin is the bond ser vant of
sin.”  Such per sons are not “sub ject to the law of God.” 
They are “born of the flesh, and are there fore flesh.”   And
“the mind of the flesh is en mity against God.”   They are
“dead through tres passes and sins.”

How can any one then ask such a per son to re pent?  Is
not that as un rea son able as ask ing the lame to rise or the
blind to see?  Or as speak ing to the dead?

More over, there is a great deal of evan ge lis tic preach -
ing in our day which is un-Bib li cal on this point.  The un -
con verted are ad dressed as though they could con vert
them selves, yes, as though they de sired to be converted.

My un con verted friend, per mit me to tell you the ter ri -
ble truth and you can not co vert your self.  You are a bond -
ser vant of sin.  You are bound with shack les from which
you can not free your self.  

I have more to say to you.  You do not de sire to be con -
verted ei ther.  You no doubt try to make your self be lieve
that even tu ally you will, but not just at this time.  If you are 
hon est, you will tell your self that such talk on your part is
pure false hood.

 But how then can Je sus say, “Re pent”?  Well, we are
af forded here our first glimpse into the mys tery of con ver -
sion as well as into the gos pel of con ver sion.  

We can re pent when God speaks to us.  When He has
done this, some thing has hap pened to us.  God has spo ken
to us.

Re pen tance con sists in this; that a sin ner chooses to
lis ten to God when He speaks.  Then the Word of God
trans forms this per son into a new per son.

Hear ken to this, you who are still un con verted.  Your
only pos si bil ity of be ing con verted is to give heed now
while God calls you! 

 Taken from God’s Word for Today by O. Hallesby
Copyright 1937, Spe cial Per mis sion granted by

Augsburg Publishing

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

FOCUS ON ISRAEL

By Da vid Barnhart 

Things Are Not Look ing Good For Is rael

Is rael is fac ing in creased iso la tion from a ma jor ity of
na tions through the world, fol low ing ef forts in the Un tied
Na tions by the Pal es tin ian Au thor ity to gain the rec og ni -
tion of a Pal es tin ian state.  The pro posal to es tab lish a Pal -
es tin ian state has set the stage for pro tests in Arab streets,
as well as a con fron ta tion be tween the Is rae lis and the Pal -
es tin ians in Gaza and the West Bank.  Ul ti mately, the goal
is not a Pal es tin ian state but the destruction of Israel. 

Tur key and Is rael en joyed good re la tions for many
years.  Tur key was the first Mus lim na tion to rec og nize the 
Jew ish state in 1949.  Sadly, Tur key ex pelled Is rael’s am -
bas sa dor this past Sep tem ber af ter Is rael re fused to apol o -
gize for an in ci dent last year in which nine Turks were
killed by Is raeli forces, when a Turk ish ship at tempted to
break an em bargo im posed by Is rael on the Gaza Strip. 
Over the past two years, the gov ern ment of Tur key has
grown in creas ingly hos tile to Is rael as mod er ate Mus lims
were re placed in na tional elec tions by rad i cal Mus lims.  It
is un likely this at ti tude to wards Israel will change anytime 
in the near future.

This past Sep tem ber, the Is raeli em bassy in Cairo was
at tacked and dam aged while the Egyp tian gov ern ment did 
lit tle to stop it.  “Egypt is not go ing to ward de moc racy but
to ward Islamization,” said Eli Shaked, a for mer Israeli
Am bas sa dor to Cairo who re flected the gov ern ment’s
view.  “It is the same in Tur key and in Gaza.  It is just like
what hap pened in Iran in 1979.”  Add to these events the
up ris ing in the re gion, as well as threats from Iran, Is rael is 
fac ing a se ri ous threat to her very survival.  

There is not a city in Is rael that can not be hit by rock -
ets and mis siles.   It is es ti mated that some 50,000 rock ets
and mis siles are now aimed at Is raeli cit ies by Hamas and
Hezbollah.  Even so Is rael’s ar se nals are far su pe rior to all
who stand against her.

The next war be tween Is rael and her en e mies will
likely be di sas trous for all sides.  The weap ons are too nu -
mer ous and pow er ful for any thing less.  In or der to pre -
serve her ex is tence, Is rael will have to re spond with great
force in the midst of highly pop u lated ar eas.  Is raeli of fi -
cials warned that a multi-front at tack may be com ing this
win ter, and that the at tack likely will be greater than any
known before.

Excerpt taken from The Vine and Branches
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Believable  …Yet Unbelievable

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada Follows the ELCA over the Cliff
by Endorsing the Ordination and
Marriage of Homosexuals 

At their Na tional Con ven tion in Saskatoon this past
July, the Evan gel i cal Lu theran Church in Can ada
(ELCIC) ap proved a res o lu tion by a vote of 205 - 114 that
per mits the ad mis sion of prac tic ing ho mo sex u als onto
their clergy ros ter.  The ELCIC also passed a res o lu tion
rec og niz ing same-sex mar riages by a vote of 192 - 132. 
This res o lu tion now al lows ELCIC clergy to pre side at or
bless same-sex mar riages “ac cord ing to the dic tates of
their con sciences and ac cord ing to the laws of the
province where they serve.”

Dur ing the de bate, one del e gate stated: “No where in
the Bi ble do I see any thing in sup port of same-sex re la -
tion ships.  One day we will stand be fore God and we will
be judged not by the UN Dec la ra tion of Rights or the Ca -
na dian char ter, but by God’s holy laws.”     

Selected

“Roll Out The Barrel.”  The New
Evangelism in the ELCA

A new pro gram be ing funded by the East ern North
Da kota and North west ern Min ne sota syn ods of the
ELCA, dubbed “Pro ject F-M,” (Fargo-Moorhead) cen ters
on gath er ings in the base ment of a Moorhead bar, where
peo ple can en joy an al co holic bev er age while dis cuss ing
the ol ogy.  Ad ver tise ments for the pro gram an nounce,
“Meet ings are free.  Drinks are extra.”   

It should not go un no ticed that both Fargo and
Moorhead are filled with thou sands of col lege stu dents. 
Moorhead is home to the ELCA’s own Con cordia Col lege.

Adam Cope land, the mis sion de vel oper hired to run
the pro ject stated: “The ELCA un der stands that be ing cre -
ative is im por tant to keep ing the church vibrant.”

“We have no fu ture if we don’t have the next gen er a -
tion com ing aboard…If we re ally care about the next gen -
er a tion, we need ven tures like Pro ject F-M that open up
new ter ri tory,” said Bishop Larry Wohlrabe of the North -
west ern Min ne sota Synod.  The bishop added, “This is not 
your grandpa’s new mis sion development.”

The Vine and Branches

Christians, Jews and Muslims to Share
Pulpits

Churches across the States will be open ing up their
pul pits to clergy from the Jew ish and Mus lim faiths.

A few syn a gogues and mosques have also signed up
to the Faith Shared pro ject be ing hosted by the In ter faith
Al li ance and Hu man Rights First on June 26 (Ed i tor:
2011).  

For one day only, clergy will take to the dif fer ent pul -
pits to read from their own scrip tures ..C. Welton Gaddy,
pres i dent of the In ter faith Al li ance, en cour aged churches
to get in volved in or der to make a state ment about plu ral -
ism and re li gious free dom .

…He said the event would also help to coun ter the
per cep tion abroad that Amer i cans are hos tile to Is lam.

Alison Matheson for ChristianPost.com

Ed i tor’s Note:  We must do what we can to reach Mus lims
for Christ; as they have an ‘eter nal soul’ also; BUT we
must pro tect our USA at the same time.

Homosexual Lifestyle and Same-Sex
Marriage 

Ap proved by the Evan gel i cal Lu theran Church in
Amer ica, Epis co pal Church in USA, Met ro pol i tan Com -
mu nity Church, Pres by te rian Church (USA), United
Church of Christ, Evan gel i cal Lu theran Church in Can -
ada, The United Church of Can ada, Con nect i cut, Iowa,
Mas sa chu setts, New Hamp shire, New York, Ver mont,
Wash ing ton DC, The lib eral me dia, The lib eral cul ture,
Lib eral pol i ti cians, Ar gen tina, Belgium, Canada, Neth er -
lands and Spain.

New President of the National Council of
Churches in America

Kathryn Lohre, a mem ber of the Evan gel i cal Lu -
theran Church in Amer ica, was re cently elected as the next 
pres i dent of the Na tional Coun cil of Churches (NCC). 
Lohre, a grad u ate of St. Olaf Col lege (North field, MN),
holds a Mas ter of Di vin ity de gree from Har vard Di vin ity
School.  Lohre re cently was named as the di rec tor of ec u -
men i cal and inter-re li gious relations for the ELCA.  

Cur rently Lohre serves as as sis tant di rec tor of the Plu -
ral ism Pro ject at Har vard Uni ver sity, a po si tion she has
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held since 2005.  The Plu ral ism Pro ject pro motes co op er a -
tion and un der stand ing among the var i ous world’s re li gions,
and is headed by one of the lead ing lib eral fem i nists in
Amer ica, Di ana Eck.  Lohre also serves on the World Coun -
cil of Churches’ (WCC), cen tral com mit tee.

Selected

Obamacare Ruled Unconstitutional

The 11th U.S. Cir cuit Court of Ap peals ruled on Au gust
12 that the man date in the Obamacare law which re quires all
U.S. cit i zens to pur sue health in sur ance is un con sti tu tional. 
The three-judge panel ruled 2-1 in re sponse to a law suit
brought by twenty-six states.  Next stop – the U.S. Su preme
Court!

Sword Press Service

Rape no Excuse for Abortion

On 11/8/11 the Vot ers in the state of Mis sis sippi will
have voted for or against the Pro posed Personhood Amend -
ment to their state con sti tu tion.  If ap proved by the ‘vot ers’
the Con sti tu tional Amend ment would ban abor tion ex cept to 
save the life of the Mother, and it would ban clon ing.

Selected

Bit ter & SWEET

AS WE ALL KNOW  ev ery thing in life is not al ways ac -
cord ing to ‘our’ de sires; BUT when we know ‘our’ Cre ator
& Pre server as our SAVIOR, than we know (if we let go &
let Him do the mix ing, past, pres ent & fu ture to gether) ALL
things work for our good and we will lit tle by lit tle be more
con formed into HIS im age!  (Romans 8:28 - 29).

Re cently my wife and I were plan ning on tak ing a va ca -
tion of app. eight days; see ing na ture in ac tion, re lax ing  and
vis it ing with a few of the folk we are es pe cially fond of. 
WELL if you are flex i ble when bent, it does n’t hurt so much!

Well we ac tu ally ac com plished some of our plans; but
spent a con sid er able amount of time get ting into the very
good med i cal clinic at Mayo in Roch es ter, MN.  

BUT one ba sic rea son I am writ ing this ar ti cle at this
time is the won der ful Chris tian Hos pi tal ity we ex pe ri enced
in the wait ing pe riod of time.  It was such a won der ful,
blessed time be ing priv i leged to stay with friends who made
us feel so at home. For us the bless ings were rich and abun -
dant!  Which brings me to the im por tant Bib li cal prac tice (at 
large) of Chris tian Hos pi tal ity to day??  Oh what ‘bless ings’
Heaven awaits to pour out upon us IF we prac ticed the same
and ‘some’ bless ings we never will ex pe ri ence be cause of the 
SIN of omis sion!  GOD cre ated ‘us’ in need of Chris tian
Fel low ship in the home, church, etc.  For ex am ple:  He -
brews 13:1.

GOD en trusted to “US” – with sens ing HIS
PRESENCE a very warm and blessed time at the Hauge Bi -
ble Con fer ence held at Ny Stavanger Lu theran Church of
Bux ton, ND.  “BEHOLD, how good and how pleas ant it is
For breth ren to dwell to gether in unity” (Har mony)!  And
“When Paul saw them (be liev ers), he thanked God and took
cour age.”  Psalm 133:1 & Acts 28:15b.  Also “’Give, and it
will be given to you; good mea sure, pressed down, shaken
to gether, and run ning over will be put into your bosom.  For
with the same mea sure that you use, it will be mea sured back
to you.” Luke 6:38.  Truly our ‘cups’ were filled to al most
over flow ing!  Thanks and Praise be longs to the LORD! 
(Thank you for your Prayer Sup port!  Greatly ap pre ci ated!  

A hearty THANK YOU to the Friends at Ny Stavanger
Lu theran Con gre ga tion and friends and a spe cial “Thanks”
to the La dies of the same who truly prac ticed hos pi tal ity first
class!

The fel low ship was great (Royal Blood Re lated), tes ti -
mo nies, prayer time, sing ing, preach ing!  Ba si cally the ‘only’ 
thing that was miss ing – was YOU!  Is n’t it fan tas tic that the
Lord of lords, and Kings of kings has prom ised (and cer -
tainly HIS Pres ence was sensed); where two or three are
gath ered in HIS NAME!  AMAZING GRACE!

BUT how do we get many more folk to come un der the
‘hear ing of His Word’?  “So then faith co mes by hear ing,
and hear ing by the word of God.” Romans 10:1, Prov erbs
27:17, 28:9 & He brews 10:25.  Oh how many of you who
could have been with us missed out on many rich bless ings
from the Lord!

Many ‘Chris tians’ KNOW what they ought to be prac tic -
ing/do ing.  Now it sounds like I am ‘scold ing’ , but I am seek -
ing to share this con cern for your ben e fit .   James 4:17 & 1
John 2:1 & 2. Chris tian fel low ship is a mu tual ben e fit; not
only what you and I re ceive, but by the grace of God in put as
well.  The Giver of life said ‘we’ need it and HE is never
wrong!  It’s for our ben e fit.  IF you ‘think’ you don’t NEED
Chris tian Fel low ship – it’s a clear in di ca tion that you do.

I be lieve that one of the great est NEEDS in our be loved
USA is a real hun ger among the chil dren of God for the
WORD of GOD!  “There fore, lay ing aside all mal ice, all
de ceit, hy poc risy, envy, and all evil speak ing, as new born
babes, de sire the pure milk of the word that you may grow
thereby, if in deed you have tasted that the Lord is gra -
cious.” 1 Pe ter 2:1-3.   TRAGIC some ‘be liev ers’ are
‘bored’ with the WORD OF GOD!  “Be hold, the days are
com ing,: says the Lord God, ‘That I will send a fam ine on 
the land, Not a fam ine of bread, Nor a thirst for wa ter,
But of hear ing the words of the LORD.  They shall wan -
der from sea to sea, And from north to east; They shall
run to and fro, seek ing the word of the LORD, But shall
not find it.” Amos 8:11-12.
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SOUND THE WARNING
By Gene Vukonich 

On Sep tem ber 1, 1894, John Craig gal loped up main
street shout ing, “We can’t save the town; don’t lose a mo -
ment, but fly.”  By 3:45 p.m. ev ery one in Hinckley, Min ne -
sota could hear a deep rum bling sound.  A sear ing wind blew
dense black smoke and cin ders through the dusty streets. 
Peo ple were run ning out side, yell ing, and look ing for their
spouses and chil dren.

A num ber of peo ple man aged to get on the train leav ing
Hinckley, but many were left be hind.  The fire was 15 min -
utes be hind them and pur su ing them re lent lessly.  Trav el ing
north, burn ing bridges and blaz ing ties threat ened  to heat the
rails to the point that they would warp and spread.  The train
slid into the de pot at Sand stone with whis tles of both en gines
shriek ing to at tract the at ten tion of the towns peo ple.

The peo ple at the de pot stared dumb founded at the sight
of the black ened coaches and sooty ref u gees from Hinckley. 
Box car doors slid open, re veal ing more fright ened pas sen -
gers, some cough ing and gasp ing for air, call ing to the by -
stand ers for wa ter and urg ing them to get their fam i lies and
climb on board to save them selves.  Al most with out ex cep -
tion, the on look ers wan dered away in stunned dis be lief.  Few
got on the train.  

While gap ing at the des per ate ref u gees, the as ton ished
vil lag ers at Sand stone were not ready to throw down what -
ever they were do ing.  They could not yet com pre hend what
was com ing at them.  It just did n’t fit.  Ten min utes later, the
fire storm hit Sand stone and wiped out the town in mere min -
utes.

In Askov, Min ne sota, it was the same.  One Askov sur vi -
vor wrote: “The train stopped briefly, and we were urged to
get on board, but strangely we all re fused like one man, for
what rea son I still fail to un der stand, and the train left.”  

This ab bre vi ated ac count from Dan iel Brown’s Un der a
Flam ing Sky re minds me of 2 Pe ter 3:9-10, “But the day of
the Lord will come like a thief.  The heav ens will dis ap pear
with a roar, the el e ments will be de stroyed by fire, and the
earth and ev ery thing in it will be laid bare.  He is pa tient with
you, not want ing any one to per ish, but ev ery one to come to
re pen tance.”

Chris tian, could it be our task on earth to min gle with the
un de cided at the de pot and help them re al ize the im mi nent
dan ger ahead with out Christ?  We know the end of the story. 
Does n’t that qual ify us to tell it to those who don’t?

Ed i tor’s Note:  This chal leng ing ‘ar ti cle’ re minds us all who
know Je sus as our per sonal Sav ior that ‘we’ are lights in a sin
dark ened world!  IF a house were on fire with ‘folks’ in side
not aware of the en com pass ing flames; how qui etly would
YOU knock on the door?  Would you ‘whis per,’ only con -
cerned that you might awak en folk that were/are sleep ing so

soundly, think ing they might be come dis turbed or of fended?

ONE way of com pel ling them to come in, is to prayer fully ar -
range for a se ries of Bi ble cen tered evan ge lis tic meet ings; to
set an ‘alarm’ to the ‘church/com mu nity’ and urg ing folk to
come un der the hear ing of God’s Word!  

‘We’ are here to as sist you in ar rang ing for the same in Gos pel
Ser vices, Gos pel Tent Meet ings, etc.  If ‘we’  can be of help to
you; please let us know!  JOHN 3:16, 18 & 36.

Back to this ‘ar ti cle’ ac count; ac cord ing to re ports, 418 peo ple
per ished in the great fire of Sep tem ber 1, 1894 that swept not
only Hinckley but five other towns as well.

GOD GAVE HIMSELF

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only be got -
ten Son, that who so ever be liev eth in him should not per ish,
but have ev er last ing life.”  John 3:16

It is sin gu larly ap pro pri ate that we look at this great est of
all on Christ mas Day, for it re cords the great est of all gifts. The 
theme of giv ing is very prom i nent in the Bi ble, with such
words as “give,” “gift,” “gave,” etc., oc cur ring more than
2,100 times.  The first is Gen e sis 1:16-17 when God cre ated
the sun, moon, and stars “ to give light upon the earth,” and the 
last is Rev e la tion 22:12 when Christ will re turn with His re -
wards to “give ev ery man ac cord ing as his work shall be.” 
“He …gave us rain from heaven, and fruit ful sea sons,” as well
as “life, and breath, and all things” (Acts 14:17; 17:25).   

But the great est gift clearly was when God gave Him self
for a lost and un de serv ing world.  It was the great est gift be -
cause it met the great est need, re vealed the great est love, and
had the great est scope and pur pose of any gift that could ever
be con ceived in the heart of an om ni scient Cre ator.  

That was not the end of His giv ing, of course.  “He that
spared not his own Son, but de liv ered him up for us all, how
shall he not with him also freely give us all things?” (Romans
8:32).  “Trust …in the liv ing God, who giv eth us richly all
things to en joy” (1 Tim o thy 6:17).

This great gift of God is abun dantly suf fi cient to pro vide
sal va tion and ev er last ing life for the whole world.  But a gift
only be comes a gift when it is ac cepted, and the great est of all
trag e dies is that this great est of all gifts has been spurned and
even rid i culed, or – worst of all – sim ply ig nored by mul ti -
tudes who need it so much.  When they bra zenly re fuse God’s
free gift of ev er last ing life, they can only per ish in ev er last ing
death.  God did all He could do when He gave His Son; for
when He gave His Son, He gave Him self.         HMM

Taken from Days of Praise
Copyright with permission from 

Institute for Creation Research
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Erring in Vision
By M. H. Reynolds, Jr.

God is un mis tak ably forth right when He deals with
er ror among His own.  The priests and the proph ets in Isa -
iah’s day had a se ri ous prob lem; they could not see
straight, for they were ‘er ring in vi sion’  (Isa. 28:7).  
These were the same kind of lead ers Je sus Christ de -
scribed in Mat thew 15:14 as “blind lead ers of the blind.”
The very re li gious lead ers in Isa iah’s day who should have 
been giv ing the peo ple the truth and lead ing them in the
paths of righ teous ness were in stead, both by word and ex -
am ple, caus ing them to “stum ble in judg ment.”   Such
blind ness re sulted in a false unity that brought these lead -
ers to gether around ta bles with those whose filth i ness
would have been re pul sive to any one but a drunk ard (Isa.
28:8).  Like wise, even to day, the er rant saint will in ev i ta -
bly find him self in some awk ward sit u a tions and fel low -
ships.  Clear spir i tual vi sion will pro duce dis cern ment that 
enables the believer to beware of such peril.

To day, many preach ers are ‘er ring in vi sion.’  They
are fol low ing and ex alt ing the world rather than the Word.  
Yet the al most un be liev able in crease of false teach ing and
false teach ers in our day only serves to in ten sify the need
for 20/20 spir i tual vi sion.  Per fect spir i tual vi sion is avail -
able to ev ery be liever who is will ing to view ev ery thing
through the pure light of God’s Word rather than through
the wis dom of men.  Those who walk in God’s way will
not be pop u lar with the world, and the path may seem dif -
fi cult at times.  But the ta ble that God sets be fore His faith -
ful fol low ers is pure and un de filed – it is a ‘clean place’
where those with clear vi sion can dis cern be tween right
and wrong and can have gen u ine fellowship with others
who do the same.

He shall be great, and shall be called the Son
of the Most High; and the Lord God shall

give unto Him the throne of His fa ther Da vid   
Luke 1:32.

IT is a strange great ness that be gins in a man ger and
ends on a cross, and that dur ing the whole time be tween
these two poles, knows noth ing but pov erty, con tempt,
and per se cu tion.  And still it is on this road that our Sav ior
not only was great, but also be came great.  The way of suf -
fer ing is the king’s high way.  That He came down to a
help less and lost race, and at last gave His life to save that
race, that makes him great to us, too.  That which fi nally
more than any thing else coaxes a proud sin ner to give
him self to Je sus vol un tarily, is that He gave all for us.  

In one sense it is eas ily learned that for us, too, it is
nec es sary to step down to get on the road that goes up -
ward.   But to do this, which we know is right, is not

learned so eas ily, be cause it means pass ing through death
to life.  For us the first step up ward is to give our selves
wholly to him who gave Him self wholly for us; and from
this point the road goes up ward, away from sin, death, and
the king dom of Sa tan.   It is also from this point that we
must step down to help less men, if we are to bring them to
Him who can help all into the pres ence of God.  Ev ery new 
day opens a way for us to this serv ing love.  With Je sus and 
for Je sus, there the road goes up ward, there we be come
truly great.

God, give us the will and the power to go through life
to gether with Him!

O ye who sor row, sink ing
Be neath your grief and pain,
Re joice in His ap pear ing,
Who shall your souls sus tain:
He co mes, He co mes with glad ness!
How great is His good will!
He co mes, all grief and an guish
Shall at His Word be still.

Taken from Thy Kingdom Come by Ludvig Hope

“He is brought as a lamb to the slaugh ter, and 
as a sheep be fore her shear ers is dumb, so he

openeth not his mouth.”     Isa. 53:7.

Sheep are pa tient an i mals even when they have to suf -
fer.  That is why our Sav iour was com pared to a lamb.  He
did not pro test against suf fer ing when He died on the
Cross, but bore pain and an guish pa tiently, with out
murmuring.

One sum mer day some trav el ers stood out side of a
church in Ger many, while one went to get the key to the
church.  Just then they no ticed a lamb made of stone on the 
wall of the church.  They asked an old woman who was
pass ing by what the stone lamb meant.  She said, “Many
years ago a man was work ing where you see the lamb. 
The rope sud denly broke and the man came tum bling
down.  Just then a lamb was eat ing grass, and the man fell
with his full weight on the lamb.  It was killed, but the man 
was un hurt.  He was so grate ful that he made a lamb out of
stone and placed it upon the wall as a memorial.”

Je sus was bruised for our sins.  Live for Him to day
and show your grat i tude for His sac ri fice.

Dear Lord Je sus, we thank Thee for Thy sac ri fice for
our sins.  Give us grate ful hearts with which to praise Thee 
as we ought.  In Je sus’ name.  Amen.

Lamb of God most holy!  Who on the cross didst suf fer,
Pa tient still and lowly, Thy self to scorn didst of fer;
Our sins by Thee were taken, Or hope had us for saken;
Have mercy on us, O Je sus!

 Taken from Al tar Steps by Pas tor R. P. Haakonson
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Up Date

“But seek first the king dom of God and His
righ teous ness, and all these things shall be

added to you.”    Mat thew 6:33

“Do not lay up for your selves trea sures on
earth, where moth and rust de stroy and

where thieves break in and steal; but lay up
for your selves trea sures in heaven, where
nei ther moth nor rust de stroys and where

thieves do not break in and steal.  For where
your trea sure is, there your heart will be

also.”    Mat thew 6:19-21 

The Morn ing Glory/Hauge Lu theran Innermission 
Fed er a tion is a faith based min is try.  We are a Bib li cal
piet ist ic, evan ge lis tic Lu theran Free Move ment that
reaches into sev eral for eign coun tries be sides ‘many’
of our States within our be loved USA.  Thus we are a
mis sion ary work that min is ters to God’s ser vants in
many dif fer ent lo ca tions with the won der ful in spired,
inerrant, in fal li ble Mes sage of the Bi ble (God
breathed).  II Tim o thy 3:16 - 17.  We are sound ing the
trum pet for re vival and soul win ning on one hand and
sound ing an alarm for God’s people to take a stand on
the other.  

For over eighty some years the Morn ing Glory has
held the ban ner high!  We have the bur den to help
preach ers, lay people and lo cal churches in nu mer ous
ar eas.

The Lord gra ciously has given us a place and em -
pow ered us for the tasks be fore us.

We are de pend ent upon in di vid u als and lo cal con -
gre ga tions to stand with us and help us.  “The gen er -
ous soul will be made rich, And he who wa ters will
also be wa tered him self” Prov erbs 11:25.

ON your “Christ mas List” where do we stand in
re gards to prayer, in ter ces sion and giv ing? 

Oc to ber In come for the Morn ing Glory is app.
$3,512.00 (Which in cludes the of fer ing from the
Hauge Bi ble Con fer ence held at Ny Stavanger Lu -
theran in Bux ton, ND).   

Each month’s ex pense per is sue (monthly) of the
Morn ing Glory is app. $2,300 – plus def i nitely more!

P. S.  How about chip ping in some EXTRA, now at 
the end of the year, 2011?

May the LORD richly bless you and make you a
bless ing!  Thank You!

Why Not??
As you are con sci en tiously work ing on your

“Christ mas List” of giv ing; why not give a ‘last ing
gift’ that will have an ef fect on Eter nity?  Why not
prayer fully con sider putt ing some names and ad -
dresses of loved ones, friends, neigh bors, fel low
church mem bers, etc. on the Morn ing Glory list?

OH how en cour ag ing and last ing it would be to
re ceive sev eral hun dred new names added to the
Morn ing Glory  sub scrip tion mail ing list; AND this 
is def i nitely within ‘reach’ IF each of you who are
in agree ment with this Lu theran News let ter con sci -
en tiously pray and fol low through in obe di ence! 
Nat u rally in clude a con tri bu tion as the Lord lays on 
your heart what to give.

By the Grace of God; just think what a bless ing
this could be for the com ing year and years as the
Lord tar ries!


