
The Excellency of Christ
Jon a than Ed wards 

here is an ad mi ra ble con junc tion of di verse ex cel -
len cies in Je sus Christ. He is the lion and the lamb.
The lion ex cels in strength and in maj esty of his
voice. The lamb ex cels in meek ness and pa tience. 

There do meet in Je sus Christ in fi nite high ness and in -
fi nite con de scen sion. Christ, as he is God, is in fi nitely
great and high above all. He is higher than the kings of the
earth; for he is King of kings and Lord of lords. He is
higher than the heav ens. All kings and princes are as
worms of the dust be fore him. All na tions are as a drop of
the bucket, and the light dust of the bal ance; yea, and an -
gels them selves are as noth ing be fore him. He rules over
the whole uni verse, and doth what so ever pleaseth him: his 
knowl edge is with out bound: his wis dom is per fect, and
what none can cir cum vent: his power is in fi nite, and none
can re sist him: his riches are im mense and in ex haust ible:
his maj esty is in fi nitely aw ful. 

Yet he is of in fi nite con de scen sion. None are so low or 
in fe rior but Christ’s con de scen sion is suf fi cient to take a
gra cious no tice of them. He con de scends, not only to
princes and great men, but to the poor of the world. He
takes a gra cious no tice of lit tle chil dren. In him we find in -
fi nite jus tice and in fi nite grace. He is the judge of the
world and will not at all ac quit the wicked, or by any
means clear the guilty. Yet he is in fi nitely gra cious and
mer ci ful. He has grace for ev ery sin ner and even for the
chief of sin ners. In the per son of Christ do meet to gether
in fi nite glory and the low est hu mil ity. There is equal
honor due to him with the Fa ther. Yet what a won der ful
spirit of hu mil ity ap peared in him con tent edly liv ing in the 
fam ily of Jo seph the car pen ter and Mary, his mother, and

af ter wards choos ing out ward mean ness and pov erty and
con tempt rather than earthly great ness; in his wash ing his
dis ci ples’ feet, in his cheer fully sus tain ing the form of a
ser vant and sub mit ting to such an im mense hu mil i a tion at
death! He was a lion in maj esty and a lamb in meek ness. In 
the per son of Christ are con joined ab so lute sov er eignty
and per fect res ig na tion. Though he sweat, as it were, clots
of blood, yet he said, “Not as I will, but as thou wilt.”
Though he be a con sum ing fire to sin, yet he is the life and
light of sin ners. 

His in fi nite con de scen sion mar vel ously ap peared in
the man ner of his birth. The blessed Vir gin was shut out by 
those who thought them selves her bet ters and would not
give place to her. Ly ing in a man ger, he ap peared em i -
nently as a lamb, he who was born to con quer and tri umph
over Sa tan, that roar ing lion. He never so ap peared as a
lamb as when he was slain, and yet, in that act, he did in an
es pe cial man ner ap pear as the Lion of the tribe of Ju dah.
His hu mil i a tion was never so great as in his last suf fer ings. 
Never was he sub ject to so much ig no miny as then. Never
did he suf fer so much pain in his body or so much sor row
in his soul. This act of his is cel e brated by an gels and hosts 
of heaven. “ And be hold I heard the voice of many an gels
around the throne; and the num ber of them was ten thou -
sand and thou sands of thou sands; say ing with a loud
voice, ‘Wor thy is the Lamb that was slain to re ceive power 
and riches, wis dom and strength, honor and glory, and
bless ing.’” He will sit upon the great white throne. The
dev ils trem ble at the thoughts of that ap pear ance. But to
his saints, he will clothe him self wholly with sweet ness
and en dear ment. The church will then be ad mit ted to him
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as his bride: that shall be her
wed ding day: the saints shall all
be sweetly in vited to come with
him to in herit his king dom, and
reign in it with him to all eter nity. 

Taken from “Behold The
Christ”

Roland Bainton

Teach Us To Pray

The re quest is not how to
pray, though He does teach us
how.  Nei ther is it what to pray,
though He teaches us what.  We
know how to pray and what to
pray better than we pray.  “Lord,
teach us to PRAY.”

We are tempted to let other
good things dis place prayer, and
spend hours, days, and weeks for
other things but only min utes for
prayer.  Know ing how and what
is not suf fi cient. We must take
time to do it, for God works in
an swer to prayer, and God at
work is our great est need.   

A. C. Dixon
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Di vine P’s

Our Fa ther …Di vine Per son

Thy will be done …Di vine
Pur pose

Daily bread …Di vine Pro vi -
sion

For give us …Di vine Par don

De liver us …Di vine Pro tec -
tion

Selected



3

Tradition
The Christ mas tree is tra di tional; so is Santa Claus. 

We’ve al ways had him around at Christ mas; he’ re ally a tra -
di tion! (Ed. A fake, Santa Claus). 

But just what does Santa Claus have to do with Christ -
mas, any way?  And how did he get into the pic ture?

Well, my child, the fig ure of Santa Clause is ac tu ally a
sym bol of the holy Chris tian spirit of giv ing, in spite of
what some peo ple say about him.  He rep re sents a man
named Nich o las who ac cord ing to tra di tion, lived many,
many years ago in Asia Mi nor.  Nich o las’ fa ther was a very
rich mer chant who for years had no chil dren.  He and his
wife prayed and prom ised God that if He would send them a 
child, they would train him to love and serve God.  God an -
swered their prayer and sent the boy, whom they named
Nich o las.  He was care fully and lov ingly nur tured and well
ed u cated in the Chris tian faith.

His par ents died, how ever, when he was quite young,
and left him a great deal of money.  The spirit of the Lord
prompted Nich o las to give away all he had, with the ex cep -
tion of three small bags of gold, which at that time would
have kept him nicely for the rest of his life. 

One day he over heard the weep ing of a neigh bor’s
daugh ter, and he heard the fa ther say to the girl that he was
too poor to give her a dowry for her mar riage.  (In those
days a girl could not marry un less she had a dowry, or a gift
of money, to bring to her hus band; if she could not do this,
her fa ther had to sell her as a slave.)  There were three
daugh ters in this fam ily, and they all wept when they were
told they could not have a dowry.  The girl who was at the
mar riage able age wept loud est of all; she was the one Nich -
o las heard, and he could n’t bear it.  He had all three bags of
his gold at this time; he crept be hind a bush un der the win -
dow of the neigh bor’s home, and tossed one of his three
bags of gold through the win dow.  He did not want them to
know who did it, for he re mem bered the words of Je sus:
“When thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy
right hand doeth: That thine alms may be in se cret: and thy
Fa ther which seeth in se cret in se cret him self shall reward
thee openly.”

So the daugh ter was hap pily mar ried. …

Taken from ‘Christmas Is Always’ 
by Dale Evans Rogers; Copyrighted

Ed i tor: Ac cord ing to ‘tra di tion’ this story con tin ues the
same for all three daugh ters when they be came of ‘mar -
riage’ age and thus the ‘fa ther’ be came very req ui site in
whom this ‘gra tis’ gift was com ing from.

So the fa ther had a ‘watch man’ sta tioned to ‘catch’ the
“an gel of char ity”.  And the story goes on…

The word ‘Santa Claus’ is the Dutch name for St. Nich -
o las, and we adopted “Santa Claus” when the early Dutch
set tlers came to New Am ster dam (New York), etc.

IN a way this re minds me of Gal. 1:3-12,  Scrip ture also
speaks of an other gos pel, spirit, ……

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Best Way to See 
the Christ Child

LISTENING TO THE WORD – Mat thew 5:3

By Norm C. Nel son

Herman Gockel writes, “Christ mas, 1906, was go ing to
be a cheer less day for the Erickson fam ily.

Mr. Erickson was in poor health and out of work and
had reached the point where he did n’t care if Christ mas ever 
came or not.  He was de pressed and ir ri ta ble and made poor
com pany for his wife, Anna, and his five-year-old daugh ter, 
Greta, as they sat around their coal stove on a cold De cem -
ber eve ning.

“Lit tle Greta was seated on the floor, busily at work
with her scis sors, card board and paste, con struct ing a crude
lit tle ‘man ger set,’ which she had spread on the floor in front 
of the stove.  ‘How do you like, it, Daddy?’ she asked.  ‘Oh,
fine,’ said her fa ther, ‘And how do you like the man ger?’ she 
con tin ued.  ‘I can’t see it from here,’ her fa ther re plied. 
Look ing up into her fa ther’s face, Greta said, ‘Daddy, if you
want to see the Christ child, you’ll have to get down on your 
knees.’”

I like that!  If we want to see Christ, we have to get on
our “knees” spir i tu ally.  Our Lord said “Blessed are the poor 
in spirit, for theirs is the king dom of heaven.”  Dur ing this
sea son, we travel in spirit to Beth le hem’s man ger.  Let’s
make sure that we ap proach Christ ev ery day in true hu mil -
ity.  If we bring Him our weak ness, He will give us strength.  
If we bring Him our sor rows, He will give us joy.  Above all, 
if we bring Him our sins, He will give us par don and for -
give ness.

Re mem ber, “if you want to see the Christ child, you’ll
have to get down on your knees”!

            Taken from ‘Morning Glory’, a Ministry of the
‘Morning Chapel Hour’, 1997.
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Ed i to rial 
RES

TIME
“For I know the thoughts that I think to ward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and

not of evil, to give you a fu ture and a hope.”  (Jer e miah 29:11)

The above Bi ble verse is di rected first to wards the chil -
dren of Is rael (Jews), and sec ondly to the children of God.

Some of the same prom ises spe cif i cally di rected to ‘Is -
rael’ are also in tended for you and me, who are ‘Gen tile’
be liev ers!  You see, the Promiser is ALWAYS faith ful and 
trust wor thy to His prom ises!

Not so long ago I had a mi nor un usual ex pe ri ence.  At the
time of this writ ing I am priv i leged to also be em ployed
part time in what we of ten call the sec u lar world. 

Well, as the hours of em ploy ment are com ing to the close
of the day, nat u rally I de pended upon my wristwatch for
the time of the day.  Well, when I punched out on the com -
puter, I then re al ized that, for what ever rea son, my wrist -
watch had mal func tioned.  Just as I was sur prised at my
tim ing mal func tion, many folk are go ing to be sur prised
at God’s ex act tim ing.

Amaz ing Grace, GOD ALWAYS want ing the best for you 
and me; broke down eter nity into what we call time, and
this for our ben e fit!  God has in formed us that there are lit -
er ally 24 hours in a day, seven days in a week and six days 
for la bor and a day of rest Sab bath (Sunday – New Tes ta -
ment).  We have a God of or der li ness and it started with
cre ation as God Him self rested on the sev enth day!  From
a hu man stand point, even more mar vel ous than t his is the 
ab so lute TRUTH that HE gave us:  The BIBLE (God’s
Grace).  The Bi ble is re ally only for needy peo ple as HE
wants the very best for us, even when the Truth hurts!  “So 
teach us to num ber our days, That we may gain a heart of
wis dom” Psalm 90:12. 

An other mar vel is this: “And the LORD God formed man
of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nos trils the 
breath of life; and man be came a liv ing (soul) be ing;”
Gen e sis 2:7.  So each one of us not only have an ‘eter nal
soul’, but are a liv ing soul that will one day spend all eter -
nity ei ther in His pres ence (Heaven) OR eter nally ab sent
from His pres ence in Hell.  Yes, the span of life in this
world is in the palm of His Hand and HE wants the very
best for you and I in this world and in the world to come
(eter nity).

An other ‘mar vel’ is that God has a place, plan and pur -
pose for each one of us even while  we were in our
Mother’s womb or even be fore.   See Jer e miah 1:5-10.

“The steps of a good man (not self- righ teous man) are or -
dered by the LORD, And He de lights in his way” Psalm
37:23, also 40:2 and Prov erbs 16:9.  With the call of God;
HE en ables us with His mercy, Grace and power to ‘walk’
fa vor ably in the Light of His Word.  (Our old-na ture (self- 
life/flesh) is neg a tive (re bel lion) to wards the will of God).  
The Scrip ture de scribes nat u ral man as hav ing NO
LIGHT IN THEMSELVES.  (See Ps. 1:1, Ephe sians
2:1-10,  Is. 9:2, 28:29)

Time will again be ad dressed in this ed i to rial, but is n’t it
in ter est ing that “A good name is to be cho sen rather than
great riches, Lov ing fa vor rather than sil ver and gold”
Prov erbs 22:1.  The story is told that many years ago that
one of the great ‘Caesars’ , rid ing on his stately white
horse for mil i tary in spec tion, came upon one of his sol -
diers who was un der the in flu ence of al co hol who claimed 
his name was ‘Caesar’ also!  Caesar the great com -
manded to the ef fect: “Either change your name OR life
style OR I will have you killed!”   Be ware of what hap -
pens when you, I, a church or the na tion get taken away
with P r (I) d e.  (See Gen e sis 3, 11:1-9, Isa iah 14,
Obadiah 3-4)  

Some times you hear folk say they de serve more time
and they want what they have com ing.  Per son ally, most
cer tainly not me!  Mar tin Lu ther shared that if  we got
what we de serve, we would be like a blade of grass; and I 
don’t be lieve we would be that for tu nate!

Pay close at ten tion to God’s Grace man i fested through
His Holy Word that “‘He who be lieves in Him (Je sus) is
not con demned, but he who does not be lieve is con -
demned al ready, be cause he has not be lieved in the name
of the only be got ten Son of God.’”  “‘He who be lieves in
the Son has ev er last ing life; and he who does not be lieve
the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on
him’” John 3:18 and 36.

WHAT LOVE, GRACE and MERCY from the sin less
Holy and Just ONE: John 3:16, Ti tus 3:4-8.  Ev ery tick of
the clock and heart beat are gifts from Him – James1:17.

Now dur ing the Ad vent and Christ mas Sea son; we pause
and mar vel at (likely more so) the In car na tion of God in
the per son of JESUS, who is true God and true man.  At
Christ mas time there are many times gifts laden un der a
Christ mas Tree.  BUT the great est GIFT ever was born in



Start With Thanksgiving!

LISTENING TO THE WORD – 1 THESS.5:18

By Wilbur E. Nel son

Would you like to make this day spe cial?  Wil liam
Barclay shares ways to trans form this day and ev ery day.

Barclay tells about a man who stayed with a friend in a 
high land cot tage up in the hills.  His host was not a
wealthy man; he was a shep herd whose work took him out
for long days and nights into the hills.

Ev ery morn ing the shep herd used to slip out of the
cot tage and his guest won dered where he went.  One
morn ing, the guest asked him and he shep herd said, “I go
out ev ery morn ing and I stand on the hill side and I take off
my cap and thank God for the beauty of this world.”  We,
too, would do well to re mem ber to give thanks to God for
al low ing us to live in a world like this.

Then, too, we ought to give thanks for our selves.  One
of the un for tu nate things about life is that we of ten do not
ap pre ci ate some thing un til we lose it.  Health is like that. 
We should thank God for the mea sure of health we have –

phys i cal and men tal.  Let us thank God that He has made
us as we are.

And, surely, we should thank God for Je sus.  God
gave His only Son.  No one could give us a big ger or more
won der ful Gift than that.  Je sus came and died for our sins
and rose again for our jus ti fi ca tion.  And, if He is your
Sav iour, He will, one day, re ceive you to Him self for ever. 
Yes, if we have eye sight or not, if we have phys i cal health
or not – in Je sus we all may have eter nal life and spir i tual
vi sion and health!

                       Taken from ‘Morn ing Glory’, No vem ber –
De cem ber, 1997 (Morn ing Cha pel Hour)

Ed i tor’s Note:  We are born to live.  JESUS was born
to die for my (yours, ev ery body’s) SINS!  “For you know
the grace of our Lord Je sus Christ, that though He was
rich, yet for your sakes He be came poor, that you through
His pov erty might be come rich” Romans 8:9.
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a ‘barn’ and laid in a man ger.  Imag ine the King of kings,
Lord of lords be ing born in such cir cum stances!  At this
par tic u lar time in his tory it was not un usual for chil dren of 
poor peo ple to be born in such sur round ings. 

Wait a mo ment: the Lamb of God to be born in a ‘sta ble’;
which could have been filthy, dirty and not a pleas ant
smell, in order to be the per fect sac ri fice to clean up
(cleanse) our stinky, dirty, rot ten filthy hearts and give us
a heart trans plant, which means a NEW one spir i tu ally!    
For ex am ple: Isa iah 64:6, Romans 3:10-20 and Isa iah
1:18, II Co rin thi ans 5:17, Isa iah 61:10.  Most cer tainly the 
Christ mas wrap pings were not so at trac tive; but the con -
tent of the GIFT so ‘mar vel ous’ – Amaz ing Grace!

An other ‘mar vel’ is that JESUS was named at (con cep -
tion and be fore).   “‘And she will bring forth a Son, and
you shall call His name, Je sus, for He will save His peo ple 
from their sins’” Mat thew 1:21. 

No tice God’s tim ing: “But when the full ness of the time
had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born
un der the law, to re deem those who were un der the law,
that we might re ceive the adop tion as sons.  And be cause
you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into
your hearts, cry ing out, ‘Abba, Fa ther!’” Galatians 4:4-5.

Be liev ers are first called in the Tes ta ment ‘Chris tian’ in

the book of ACTS 11:26.  Be very sure (by the Grace of
God) that you are gen u inely a Chris tian – please don’t
pre tend; be cause that ‘name’ means some thing.   In deed
JESUS be comes not only vi tal, but very pre cious to a
child of God, adopted in the fam ily of God.  James 5:7,
Isa iah 28:16, 1 Pe ter 1:7, 2:7, 3:4.

God tells us in His Love Book (the Bi ble) to re deem the
time as the days are evil; you are salt and light in this sin ful
world!  YES, time is fleet ing and we need to make good
use of the time so that op por tu ni ties/priv i leges, do not turn
into re grets!  Let the Holy Spirit lead as there is a ‘rest’ for
the child of God, two fold- both spir i tu ally and phys i cally. 
(See He brews 4:11-16)   HE knows the in tents of our
hearts.   He tells us to Oc cupy ‘til I come!  “We love Him
be cause He first loved us” 1 John 4:19.

Wish ing/pray ing that YOU and yours may ex pe ri ence a
very blessed and rich Ad vent and Christ mas Sea son from
me the Ed i tor; my wife Barb and the Hauge Lu theran
Board Mem bers and their wives .  (Maybe this will be the
best Christ mas for YOU, so far, on this side (time) of
ETERNITY!!!

P. S.  For those of us who know JESUS per son ally; with
each new day of Grace – we are one day closer to Home
(Heaven).

Is Prayer Your Steering Wheel 
or your Spare Tire?

Corrie Ten Boom



From our Fellowship Circle

B. N. Mc Callsburg, IA
I would like you to send the Morn ing Glory to me for
awhile.  I read some of the ar ti cles while I was get ting my
hair done.  She (the Beau ti cian) told me it was a vol un tary
cost.  I am mail ing a check to you to get started.

M. H. Eagan, MN
I would like to sub scribe to the Morn ing Glory.  I do not
the yearly sub scrip tion cost, but en closed is a check for
$....  If it is not enough, please let me know - in case it is
too much, please con trib ute the re main ing to your ongo -
ing work.

God’s bless ings on you and your faith ful min is try.

A. & J. L. Souris, ND
Please ac cept this do na tion of $....

God Bless

R. S. Ferryville, WI
Thank you for send ing me and my Fam ily the Morn ing
Glory!

A. G. Karlstad, MN
In ev ery thing give thanks through ‘our’ Lord, Je sus
Christ! 

Am send ing a gift in ap pre ci a tion of the Morn ing Glory. 
Praise the Lord for the Word that goes out to the world.

I am now liv ing in an apt. in Karlstad.  The last months
have been dif fi cult but thank the Lord – It is looking up!
… is such a bless ing – so kind and thought ful – stops by
al most ev ery day af ter work.  Other Fam ily mem ber have
helped a lot also, but are fur ther away.  

Some time I would like to tell you about my ex pe ri ence in
the hos pi tal. 

En closed is $... for the Morn ing Glory.

Ed i tor’s Note:  What a priv i lege & op por tu nity to share
with hun dreds of folk what Je sus means to you and what
HE is do ing in and through your life; briefly in ‘Our Fel -
low ship Cir cle’ – Why not?

Wel come!
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Where fore also He is able to save com -
pletely them that draw near unto God
through Him, see ing He ever liveth to
make in ter ces sion for them Heb. 7:25.

IT is through Je sus Christ that a sin ner can ap -
pear be fore God, be cause in Him we are looked upon
as though we had never sinned.  But just as surely as
we can go into the holy place and re ceive mercy and
grace be cause of the atone ment of Je sus, just so
surely does Je sus ap pear be fore God and make in ter -
ces sion for us.  And the Word here says that this in ter -
ces sion con tains our com plete salvation.

Not that there is any thing lack ing in Christ’s
work of atone ment, but his in ter ces sion helps us to be 
vic to ri ous in our strug gle to reach the goal of our
faith.   He who knows us through and through and on
that ac count un der stands best what we need, He al -
ways prays the right prayer for us.  And He who can
show the em blem of vic tory that He won in the fight,
He of fers the prayer that is al ways an swered.  And
that prayer is for us.

It is com fort ing to know that Je sus ever lives to
make in ter ces sion for us.  You who of ten are fear ful
and think that your prayer is weak and with ered, lis -
ten!  Take a firm grip on this com fort that the Sav ior
prays for you, that He is pray ing for you to day.  How
se curely and con fid ingly we then can go out to our
con flict and our work, in the full as sur ance that what
hap pens to us to day, too, is an an swer from our heav -
enly Fa ther to the prayers of Jesus for us.

He is faith ful that prom ised, He will do it.
He ever lives above
For me to in ter cede; 
His all re deem ing love,
His pre cious blood to plead; 
His blood atoned for all our race,
And sprin kles now the throne of grace.

Taken from ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ by Ludvig Hope, 
Augsburg Pub lish ing House, Copy right 1939,

Per mis sion Granted

Ed i tor’s Note: Keep in mind the strug gle/bat tle
though: Romans 7



The Fear of the Lord
“The se cret of the Lord is with them that fear 

him and he will shew them his cov e nant.” 
Ps. 25:14

The Lord has many se crets that he re veals only to
those who know Him; to those who obey His com mands;
to those who are will ing to go all the way with Him.

Ole and Hans were very good friends.  One day Ole
showed Hans the new dresser he had re ceived as a gift
from his par ents.  He opened all the draw ers but one for
Hans’ in spec tion.  That one drawer con tained a se cret
which was known only to Ole and his mother.  Hans
begged to see what was in the drawer; he per sisted un til
Ole opened it.  Hans was sur prised when he saw only a
bowl of cubed sugar.  He could not see that a bowl of sugar 
was a very great se cret!  Ole, then, ex plained to Hans that
he wanted to give some money to mis sions and had made a 
bar gain with his mother.

Ole’s mother let him have a lit tle cof fee to drink each
morn ing and af ter noon, and with the cof fee a cube of
sugar.  She prom ised him fifty cents for a full bowl of
sugar, if he would save it in stead of eat ing it.  He told Hans 
that he had al ready filled three bowls of sugar and this one
was his fourth.

In later life, Hans said, “I have heard many ser mons in 
be half of mis sions, but none’ that has gripped me as did
Ole’s ser mon.”

No one will ever know in this life how many souls
were won to Christ through the se cret that Ole had in his
dresser drawer.  Have you a se cret with your Lord?  A se -
cret that will bring a bless ing to oth ers?

Dear Lord Je sus, help us to know Thee and serve Thee 
so that many souls may come to Thee.  For Je sus’ sake. 
Amen.

     Taken from the de vo tional book Al tar Steps by Pas -
tor R. P. Haakonson, Copy right HLIF.

Ed i tor’s Note:  Un less by the grace of God ‘we’ keep
the home camp fires burn ing, all mis sions will even tu ally
fade away; but to keep them alive is part of the min is try of
the Morn ing Glory/Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a -
tion.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

A Lost Soul

Even so there shall be joy in heaven over one
sin ner that repenteth  (Luke 15:7)

GOD loses hu man souls ev ery day.
He Him self says that one sin gle soul is worth more

than the whole world.
This is hard for us to grasp.  We do not look upon souls 

in that way, at least not un less they are very close to us –
such as our chil dren, our spouse, our par ents, our broth ers
or sis ters.

God, how ever, feels that way about ev ery soul.  To
Him each one is worth more than the whole world.  This
means that noth ing can com pen sate for the loss of a soul.

Hear this, you who have wan dered away from God.
He misses you.
As long as you are away, there is one miss ing from the

flock.  There fore He seeks you.  He tells us to day how
happy He will be when He finds you again.  In deed, He
says all heaven will be glad.  You have some one there
wait ing for you.  No doubt you re mem ber your fa ther’s
last words to you.  You will never for get your mother’s
tear-filled look be fore she closed her eyes in death.

You fa thers and moth ers whose chil dren are out in the
wil der ness of sin, you who weep so of ten and sigh so
deeply as you see the wild ness of their ways: do not for get
that Je sus is seek ing them.  He tells you to day that He
searches for His lost sheep un til He finds them.

Friend of Je sus, do you help Je sus seek af ter the souls
that have gone away from Him?

There are some souls that He will not find un less you
come along and seek them.

Are you liv ing your life in your home and do ing your
daily work with the pur pose in mind of win ning souls for
Je sus?

God bless you!  They who seek shall find.

Taken from God’s Word for Today by O. Hallesby,
Copyright – Augsburg Fortress, Permission Granted.
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God Speak ing

If you want to hear God
speak audibly - read the
Holy Scriptures (Bible)

out loud!!!



Work
And what so ever ye do, in word or in deed, do all 
in the name of the Lord Je sus, giv ing thanks to

God the Fa ther through him.   (Colossians 3:17)

THIS is one of the many pas sages of the Bi ble about
our daily life and our daily work.

The Scrip tures tell us that our daily work is a ser vice
unto God, yes, a means by which oth ers may be saved –
even those who are hard to win. 

In Lu ther’s day to marry and es tab lish a Chris tian
home was not con sid ered holy, but to re main un mar ried
and en ter a clois ter, on the other hand, was holy.  To be a
mother was not holy, but to be a nun was.  To do one’s
daily work was not holy, but to make pil grim ages and give 
gifts to mon as ter ies and churches was.

In this con nec tion, too, Lu ther brought to light once
again the Bib li cal view: God looks on the at ti tude of our
hearts.  In the daily life of the faith ful Chris tian there are
there fore no acts which in them selves are holy and oth ers
which in them selves are un holy.  No, all our deeds are
well-pleas ing to God if they are done in the right at ti tude
of heart; to the glory of God in Je sus’ name, in love to ward 
God in zeal for the wel fare of others.

Lu ther says there fore that it is just as well-pleas ing to
God that we sweep the floor as it is that we preach the
Gos pel, pro vided that both are done in the right at ti tude of
heart.  Whether we are to sweep or to preach is sim ply a
ques tion of the gift of grace that God has given us.

Do your or di nary daily work there fore, and re joice
that through it you are ren der ing a spir i tual ser vice ev ery
day.  Bo so do ing you shall also win souls for God, even
the hard est.  You shall win those who, the Scrip tures tell
us, can not be won by words.

Taken from ‘God’s Word for Today’ by O. Hallesby,
Copyright – Augsburg Fortress, Permission Granted.

Ed i tor’s Note: “Let your light so shine be fore men, that
they may see your good works and glo rify your Fa ther in
heaven” Mat thew 5:16.

Amer ica’s Found ing Fa thers are 
“On Re cord”

While the neo phytes of to day’s con tem po rary phi los -
o phies are “on re cord” clam or ing loudly that Amer ica is
not a Chris tian na tion, we un der stand that they want it that
way.  We know that they have re writ ten the his tory books
to ac com mo date their bias.  We see them openly mak ing

their pitch, but we want them to know we are not buying it.
In con tra dis tinc tion, let’s con sider a few in sight ful

com ments from five of our na tion’s found ers.

George Wash ing ton, Our First Pres i dent
To the dis tin guished char ac ter of pa triot, it should be

our high est glory to add the most dis tin guished char ac ter
of Chris tian. – May 2, 1778, at Val ley Forge

What stu dents would learn in Amer i can schools
above all is the re li gion of Je sus Christ. – May 12, 1779,
Speech to the Del a ware In dian Chiefs

John Ad ams, Our First Vice Pres i dent and Sec ond Pres i -
dent

Our Con sti tu tion was made only for a moral and re li -
gious peo ple.   It is wholly in ad e quate to the gov ern ment
of any other. —Oc to ber 11, 1798, Ad dress to the mil i tary

Thomas Jef fer son, Our Third Pres i dent and Au thor of the
Dec la ra tion of In de pend ence

God who gave us life gave us lib erty.   And can the lib -
er ties of a na tion be thought se cure when we have re -
moved their only firm ba sis, a con vic tion in the minds of
the peo ple that these lib er ties are a gift from God? –  1781,
Jef fer son’s Notes on the State of Vir ginia, Query XV111

Pat rick Henry of the Fa mous “Give Me Lib erty or Give
Me Death” Speech

This is all the in her i tance I can give my dear fam ily.  
The re li gion of Christ can give them one which will make
them rich in deed. – Last Will and Tes ta ment

Al ex an der Ham il ton, the First Sec re tary of the U.S. Trea -
sury

I have care fully ex am ined the ev i dences of the Chris -
tian re li gion, and if I was sit ting as a ju ror upon its au then -
tic ity I would un hes i tat ingly give my ver dict in its fa vor.  I
can prove its truth as clearly as any prop o si tion ever sub -
mit ted to the mind of man. – 1802, upon Co-found ing the
Chris tian Constitutional Society

I have a ten der re li ance on the mercy of Al mighty,
through the mer its of the Lord Je sus Christ.  I am a sin ner. 
I look to Him for mercy – pray for me.  – July 12, 1804, on
his death bed

It is safe for us to as sume that these guys, eye wit -
nesses all, know just a tad more about our coun try than
these thirty- and forty-year-old wet-be hind-the-ears lib -
erals who are push ing to get their com mu nis tic views en -
shrined in our na tional life.

Source for quotes; Liberty Counsel
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Believable  …Yet Unbelievable

“Someone Stole My God And Put A Bible 
In Its Place!”

“Some one stole my God and put a Bi ble in its place!” 
This con vo luted ti tle was given to an ar ti cle posted on a
blog of the Evan gel i cal Lu theran Church
(www.livingluthern.com).  The ar ti cle, writ ten by ELCA
pas tor Tim Brown, claimed those who be lieve in bib li cal
in er rancy have turned the Bi ble into God and are wor ship -
ping it.  Pas tor Brown’s ar ti cle was writ ten in re sponse to a 
com ment some one sent to him con cern ing a pre vi ous ar ti -
cle he had writ ten on the same sub ject.  The re spon dent
said, “…the Scrip tures them selves are the only hope we
have.”  Brown re plied: “I’m a Chris tian, a per son of faith,
and I have to say that my hope is not in the Scriptures.”

Brown quotes 2 Tim o thy 3:16, “All Scrip ture is God
breathed.”  Then he com ments, “the writer of 2 Tim o thy did -
n’t have a Bi ble.  They only had the To rah, the Psalms and
some wis dom writ ings.”  Brown ob vi ously nei ther wants to
ad mit that Paul is the au thor of 2 Tim o thy nor that Pe ter re -
fers to Paul’s writ ings as “Scrip ture” (2 Pe ter 3:14 - 16).

Brown con cludes: “I take Scrip ture se ri ously, not lit -
er ally.  For me it is not some fa ble nor is it a golden book
that fell from the sky.  It holds the most in trigu ing story
I’ve ever heard in which I put my hope — but it’s not the
story it self and is cer tainly not the hope.”  Brown claims
his hope is based en tirely on “a story” con tained in the Bi -
ble, but still he in sists that the Bi ble can not be trusted.

Ed i tor’s Note:  Ev ery thing we know of Christ — His
life, death and res ur rec tion — are based on the Bi ble’s
teach ings.  The ELCA has duped so many peo ple over the
years by their failed at tempts to sep a rate God from His
Word.  One won ders if Brown ever con sid ered why the
Scrip tures are called “The Word of God.”  Je sus said,
“Sanc tify them in the truth, Your word is truth” (John
17:17).  Wor ship ing the Bi ble is an ac cu sa tion that has
long been hurled against those who be lieve the Bi ble is
“the inerrant and in fal li ble Word of God.”  Like so many
in our cul ture to day, when peo ple can’t put up a sound ar -
gu ment, they re sort to name call ing and false ac cu sa tions. 
This is ex hibit “A.” 

Taken from ‘The Vine and Branches.’
 

Child Evangelism Fellowship Wins Legal
Victory in Minneapolis

Min ne ap o lis Spe cial Dis trict No. 1 must re in state the

Good News Club, spon sored by Child Evan ge lism Fel -
low ship, in its af ter-school pro gram, ruled the U. S. Court
of Ap peals for the Eighth Cir cuit (on August 30).

The fed eral ap peals court de ter mined that the school
dis trict en gaged in view point dis crim i na tion when it
ousted CEF for of fer ing “en rich ment pro gram ming from a 
re li gious per spec tive.”  …

…Ac cord ing to the court, “there is no log i cal dif fer -
ence in kind be tween the in vo ca tion of Chris tian ity by the
Club and the invo ca tion of team work, loy alty or pa tri o -
tism by other as so ci a tions to pro vide the foun da tions for
their lessons.”

Min ne ap o lis Spe cial School Dis trict No. 1 re moved
the GNC from its af ter-school pro gram in 2009 based on
the con cerns of a newly-hired site co or di na tor who over -
heard a prayer and ref er ence to Je sus Christ dur ing a GNC
meet ing.

Christian Newswire
 

First Civil Union Between Three Partners 
in Brazil

Con tro versy has been sparked as the first civil un ion
be tween three sep a rate part ners was reg is tered in Tupa,
….Sao Paulo state, Brazil (in mid Au gust).  The three-per -
son un ion … shocked re li gious groups, …

And sparked fur ther con cerns that the tra di tional fam -
ily unit is be ing fur ther eroded…

No tary of fi cer, Claudia do Nascimento Domingues,
has ex plained that the three part ners lived to gether and
wanted  to pub licly de clare their sta tus in or der to guar an -
tee their rights.

ChristianPost.com
 

Son of Hamas to make a Film about the
Prophet Mohammad and Islam

Mosab Hassan Yousef, the son of the in fa mous spir i -
tual leader of Hamas in Pal es tine, re cently made a trip
(some months ago) to Is rael, dur ing which he ad dressed
mem bers of the Is raeli Knesset.  While in Is rael, he an -
nounced his plans to make a film ex pos ing Is lam and the
Prophet Mohammad.  Yousef con verted to Chris tian ity
sev eral years ago af ter serv ing as a dou ble agent for Is rael.  
His story is re vealed in his book, pub lished in 2010:  Son
of Hamas.

Yousef said, “Is lam is a re li gion of war and most Mus -
lims don’t un der stand the true na ture of Is lam.  This is the
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time and I would like to an nounce it to day here from Je ru -
sa lem and next to the Tem ple Mount.”  

Selected
 

Abortion Is a “War on Women”

“It’s a girl” has be come a three-word death sen tence to 
hun dreds of mil lions of un born ba bies across the globe…

The worst of fend ers are In dia and China — coun tries
where an cient cul tural tra di tions, dic tat ing a pref er ence
for male off spring, join with pro-abor tion gov ern ment
pol i cies.  It’s a deadly com bi na tion that al lows for the de -
lib er ate ex ter mi na tion of girls…

Abor tion for the pur poses of sex se lec tion is a hor rific
tes ti mony of where the so-called “pro-choice” men tal ity
of the abor tion in dus try in ev i ta bly leads.  When preg -
nancy be comes a “choice” rather than a child, there’s no
lim i ta tion to why a woman can de cide to end her un born
baby’s life. 

LifeNews.com

Our Best De fense

We may plan a new world Char ter

And its pros and cons de bate,

How to build a higher or der

And a better world cre ate;

But they build in vain who trust in

Starry pal aces and domes,

For no na tion’s worse or better

Than the fi ber of its homes.

 Did not once an an cient states man

Say with flu ent tongue and pen

That the na tion’s best de fended

“That can boast a wall of men"?

So our na tion’s stron gest for tress

In this most im por tant hour

Is the vir tue of its peo ple

And its char ac ter, its power.

 Yes, the strength of any na tion

On its fam ily life de pends,

And no pro gram can re place it,

For its fail ure make amends.

Would we build a real Gi bral tar,

For the past make rec om pense,

We must know the fam ily al tar

Is our na tion’s best de fense.

—Author Unknown

Get in the Game!

Ev ery base ball team could use a man who plays all
po si tions per fectly, who never strikes out and never makes 
an er ror — but there is no way to get him to lay down his
hot dog and come out of the grand stands.  Sel dom is there
a short age of crit ics in the grand stands who are al ways
able to say, af ter an er ror is made, just how the play should
have been made.  It is much eas ier to talk a per fect game
than to play one.

The Chris tian life is a race, and we are to run it and not 
just sit in the grand stands look ing on.  Many are sat is fied
to look on rather than to play.  Prac tic ing Chris tian ity has
ob li ga tions for which ev ery Chris tian is per son ally re -
spon si ble, and only those who ac cept these re spon si bil i -
ties re ally know the joy of the Chris tian life.  Se lected
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Personal
In my opin ion, my wife and I (and fam ily) have

gone through a ma jor med i cal pe riod and I/we want 
to ex press ‘our’ (which is in ad e quate) ex pres sion of 
‘grate ful thanks’ to the per son who gave ‘us’ a very
gen er ous gift (anon y mously) – thanks for the many
of you be ing that won der ful ‘ves sel(s)’ that ‘our’
God worked through – by PRAYER, en cour age -
ment and sur rounded by love.  May ‘our’ God, who
is rich in mercy/Grace, etc. richly bless you and
make you an even greater bless ing to His Glory!

Thank you and may God richly bless you! 
Thanks again!



Triumph Over Temptation!
“There hath no temp ta tion taken you but such as 
is com mon to man: but God is faith ful, who will
not suf fer you to be tempt ed above that ye are
able; but will with the temp ta tion also make a
way to es cape, that ye may be able to bear it” 

1 Cor. 10:13

If we would emerge vic to ri ously from a con flict with
the en emy, we must know our weap ons and how to use
them against the tempter and his temp ta tions.  In His
mercy, God has pro vided us with ef fec tive ways of es cape.  
Praise His name, we are not left de fense less!  Vic tory, it
would seem, co mes to us in var i ous ways.

I.  Watch ful ness
Watch ful ness is es sen tial to vic tory.  “Watch … lest ye 

en ter into temp ta tion” (Mark 14:38).  We of ten fail be -
cause we do not watch the be gin nings of evil.  One writer
has it, “Our great est se cu rity against sin lies in be ing
shocked at it.”

A good deal of our temp ta tion co mes as a sur prise. 
Sur prise at tack is one of the prin ci pal meth ods the tempter
em ploys, and be cause we are so of ten not on guard, Sa tan
breaks through.

How we need to have our eyes con stantly anointed in
or der to de tect his faint est ap proach!

II.  Prayerlessness
Prayer ful ness is like wise a safe-guard.  “Satan trem -

bles when he sees the weak est saint upon his knees.”  A
pray ing be liever is a great hin drance to the Devil and his
works.  If we are con stantly be fore God, that temp ta tion
may not over whelm us and it will be dif fi cult for Sa tan to
take us un awares.

III. Re sis tance
Here is an other av e nue of vic tory.  James re minds us

that if we truly re sist the Devil, he will flee from us (4:7). 
Re sist we must, at the very gate, on his first knock ing." 
But how can we suc cess fully re sist our sub tle foe?

Mem ory has helped many a man to fight hard bat tles. 
Thoughts of home and God has com pelled tempted souls
to cry, “How can I be guilty of this wick ed ness and sin
against God?”

The story is told of a trans formed crim i nal who al -
ways car ried in his pocket the pho to graph of the godly
lady who led him to Christ.  When sorely tempted, he
would draw out the pic ture and say to him self, “No, I can -
not do it.  He would be grieved.”

Our higher in cen tive is the thought of Christ’s near -

ness. 

IV. Con science
Then there is con science, which, when un der di vine

con trol, is ever a de ter rent force.  Con science would not
suf fer Jo seph to take ad van tage of Potiphar’s wife.  Moral
cour age is ever greater than mere phys i cal valor.

Ex haust ing strug gles are secretly fought and won. 
Our neigh bors may never learn of our se cret con flicts,
which shine more glo ri ous than those of any bat tle field. 
The world has no knowl edge of our bat tles and vic to ries. 
God, how ever, chron i cles them in His book of hon ors.

V. Counter at trac tion
This is an other way of vic tory.  Da vid sought to hide

God’s Word in his heart that he might not sin against the
Lord.  “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not
sin against thee” (Ps. 119:11).

A mind steeped in God’s Word and a life filled with
God’s Spirit of fer a most ef fec tive coun ter ac tion to temp -
ta tion, as our Lord’s ex pe ri ence in the wil der ness clearly
proves.

VI. The Blood of the Lamb
Here is the might i est weapon we have to wield against 

our arch en emy as he seeks our over throw.  The more
Spirit-filled (Ed. - con trolled) and blood-cov ered we are,
the greater the Sa tan an tag o nism.  The Devil is out to con -
test ev ery inch of ground we yield to our con quer ing Lord.

Are you be ing tempted this very hour?  Then plead the 
ef fi ca cious blood.  Ap pro pri ate the vic tory of the cross.

Be care ful, how ever, to watch the tac tics of Sa tan.  Be -
fore we fall, he whis pers that one slip will not mat ter; to
taste for bid den fruit just once is a mere tri fle.  But this is
tragic rea son ing, for once we fall, some thing is lost that
we can never re gain.

Then, af ter we have fallen, Sa tan whis pers that we
may as well go the whole road.  By cre at ing de spair, he
tells us that it is hope less to try to re sist.  But in this he errs, 
for by the blood of the Lamb we can be come more than
con quer ors (Rom. 8:37).

As we hurl his lie back at his face, we tell such a false
ac cuser that de feat can be trans formed into a glo ri ous vic -
tory, that his fierce temp ta tions can be made stepping -
stones to a higher, no bler life.  Rob ert Brown ing de clares:  

Why co mes temp ta tion, but for Man to meet
And mas ter and make crouch
Be neath his feet,
And so he pedestaled in tri umph?

Taken from Sword of the Lord
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The Poor
If there be with thee a poor man, one of thy
breth ren, within any of thy gates in the land

which Je ho vah thy God giv eth thee, thou
shalt not harden thy heart, nor shut thy hand

from thy poor brother. Deut. 15:7.

MANY are poor be cause they will not work.  They
boast of liv ing in pov erty and la zi ness, and con sider it
quite a mat ter of course that oth ers are to give them food. 
To such peo ple God’s Word says: “If any will not work,
nei ther let him eat.”  If no help were given to la zi ness, our
liv ing con di tions would be better than they are.  They who 
sew pil lows un der the arms of the lazy are not do ing works 
of love, and are not walk ing the ways of God.

But among the poor there are also many who la bor
and toil hard but still are un able to earn enough for them -
selves and their de pend ents.  If we close our hearts and
hands against such peo ple, we will fall un der the heavy
judg ment of God.  

Per haps it is not right to say that it is God who lets
such peo ple dwell among us.  But it says in God’s Book:

“The rich and the poor meet to gether, Je ho vah is the
maker of them all.”

When the poor man knocks at our door and is helped,
he is glad.  And he who gives is not only glad but also
blessed of God.

“He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto Je ho -
vah, and his good deed will He pay him again.”

Let us try to be lieve this Word, too, and then we will
have more suc cess in lend ing to the Lord by help ing the
poor.  He who is mer ci ful to ward us ev ery day and gives us 
grace for grace, He de sires that we help those who are in
need.

Think of this, if you should meet a poor man to day.

Praise to the Lord, who doth pros per thy work and de -
fend thee;

Surely His goodness and mercy here daily at tend thee;
Pon der anew
What the Al mighty can do
If with His love He be friend thee.

Taken from Thy Kingdom Come, by Ludvig Hope,
Augsburg Pub lish ing House, Copy right 1939 –

Per mis sion Granted.

Ed i tor’s Note: In my un der stand ing of God’s Word,
this di rec tive is es pe cially to wards those who are of the
‘house hold of faith’ – Galatians 6:10.  Keep in mind that
our ‘fore fa thers’ did not intend that it was up to the Gov -

ern ment to take and di vide to those whom it chooses; BUT 
it is we the peo ple/church who are to con sider what can
I/we do for the bet ter ment of my com mu nity, state,
Country.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

He that is faith ful in a very lit tle is faith ful
also in much  (Luke 16:10).

SOME Chris tians get very far.
When we learn to know them, we dis cover that it is

nei ther their abil ity nor their knowl edge, nor fa vor able
cir cum stances which have won for them the high re spect
in which they are held.  No, it is their per son it self which
wins such re mark able re spect and con fi dence from those
with whom they associate.

If we had oc ca sion to in quire fur ther, we would soon
dis cover the se cret of these peo ple.  They are faith ful in lit -
tle things.

They have learned to know that un faith ful ness is the
hid den leak through which bless ing and grace qui etly ebb
out of the heart.  And there fore they have taken up the bat -
tle against un faith ful ness in prayer and in med i ta tion upon 
the Word.  How these peo ple guard their quiet hours from
all disturbance!

In their war fare against sin they are equally anx ious
lest they be un faith ful.  They are afraid lest they dress up
their sins in some at trac tive man ner, or ex plain away their
dis obe di ence.  They strive against fine and un no ticed sins
just as en er get i cally as against the obvious ones.

In such a lit eral sense are they faith ful in lit tle things
that they do the lit tle and un no ticed things that other peo -
ple pre fer not to do.  There is no work that they con sider
them selves too good to do.  Nor do they sac ri fice only on
im por tant oc ca sions.  On the con trary, they avail them -
selves of the thou sands of lesser oc ca sions in their daily
life to say “no” to them selves and to ren der service to
others.

Their life is oc cu pied with those daily lit tle acts of
kind ness which are of most value to those with whom they 
as so ci ate and which re quire most of those who per form
them. 

They are not sin less.  But their faith ful ness co mes to
light also when they err.  How they hum ble them selves
both be fore God and oth ers when they have done wrong! 
Where fore their lost peace and power are quickly re stored
to them.  

Taken from God’s Word for Today by O. Hallesby
Copyright 1994 by Augsburg Fortress, Permission

Granted.
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The Love of God
“FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD,

THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN
SON…” John 3:16

To give is the na ture of love.  If you love, you give. 
The one you give to may not be wor thy of the gift, but you
give it any way.  Just so, we as sin ners were not wor thy of
God’s Gift to us, but He gave Him any way.

A lit tle boy who at tended Sunday school was ac ci den -
tally shot by his play mate.  His fa ther, who was a heavy
drinker, did not re al ize that his son had been se ri ously
wounded un til the next morn ing, af ter he had be come so -
ber.  Then He re fused to be lieve that his son was se ri ously
wounded.

“I know my lit tle man will get well again,” he re peat -
edly said.

“No,” his lit tle boy an swered, “I will not get well. 
But, Papa, when I am gone, re mem ber I loved you even
when you were drunk.”

That is the way love would say it.  As the lit tle boy
loved his fa ther who was a drunk ard, so we should love all
sin ners, for so the heav enly Fa ther has loved us, and He
keeps on lov ing us still.

Dear Lord Je sus, dwell in our hearts so that we will
love those who do not know Thee.  Help us to hate all sin. 
In Je sus’ name.  Amen.

For God so loved the world,
He gave His only Son,
To die on Cal vary’s tree,
From sin to set me free;
Some day He’s com ing back,
What glory that will be 
Won der ful His love to me.
      Verse by per mis sion, Al Smith

Taken from the devotional book Altar Steps by Pastor R. 
P. Haakonson, HLIF Copyright.

Ed i tor’s Note:  For a do na tion of five dol lars plus
$1.00 ship ping this fam ily (year long) de vo tional book
can be yours.   

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Tragic Ignorance
“And when he was come near, he be held the city, and

wept over it, say ing, “If thou hadst known, even thou, at
least in this thy day, the things which be long unto thy
peace! But now they are hid from thine eyes.” Luke

19:41-42.
The Lord had fi nally ac knowl edged to the Jew ish

lead ers that He was their prom ised Mes siah, rid ing into
the city on a don key’s colt in ful fill ment of proph ecy (
Zech a riah 9:9; Mat thew 21:1-7), but they re fused to ac -
cept Him and pre pared to cru cify Him.  There fore, Je sus
wept over the city, for He knew it would soon be de stroyed 
“be cause thou knewest not the time of thy vis i ta tion” Luke 
19:44.

There are many other cases of such tragic ig no rance in 
the Bi ble.  For ex am ple, Sam son …..wist not that the
LORD was de parted from him: (Judges 16:20) and it cost
him his great strength and fi nally his life.

The un godly sin ners in the days of Noah “knew not
un til the flood came, and took them all away” (Mat thew
24;39). Of the north ern king dom of Is rael, it was said:
“Strang ers have de voured his strength, and he knoweth it
not” (Ho sea 7:9).  These “strang ers” were the pa gan
Canaanites who had turned the peo ple away from the true
God.

Is not this also a real dan ger fac ing many church and
para-church or ga ni za tions of the end times, typ i fied by the 
church of Laodicea?  The Lord says to such churches, “I
will spue thee out of my mouth.  Be cause thou sayest, I am 
rich, and in creased with goods, and have need of noth ing;
and knowest not that thou art wretched, and mis er a ble,
and poor, and blind, and na ked” (Rev e la tion 3:16-17). 

May God de liver each of us from tragic ig no rance of
our need be fore Him.  We should pray with the psalm ist,
“Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know 
my thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way in me,
and lead me in the way ev er last ing” (Psalm 139:23-24). 
           Henry M. Mor ris, Ph.D.

Taken from Days of Praise
Permission Granted, Copyright, 2012

Institute for Creation Research
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TODAY??



UNSOLICITED ADVICE
By Fred Wil lis

Some one said: “Un so lic ited ad vice is sel dom heeded
and of ten scorned,” but the Bi ble says, “A wise man will
hear, and will in crease learn ing” (Prov. 1:5).

If you were on a ship out on the ocean, would you
rather be foun der ing or floun der ing?  A ques tion sim i lar to 
this was re cently asked in a grad u ate school class at
Vanderbilt Uni ver sity in Nash ville, Ten nes see.  Af ter a
mo ment of si lence, my daugh ter spoke up and said that
she would rather be floun der ing.  The teacher asked for
the rea son be hind her an swer.

My daugh ter said that a foun der ing ship is sink ing,
whereas a floun der ing ship is only strug gling awk wardly. 
The teacher re plied that the an swer was cor rect and that
out of all the times she had asked this ques tion to her
classes, it was the first right an swer that she had ever re -
ceived.

She was cu ri ous and asked my daugh ter how she
knew the an swer to the ques tion.  My daugh ter said that
she grew up on an is land (Hilton Head, South Carolina)
and was around boats all the time.

I’m not sure that be ing around boats would be rea son
enough to know the an swer, but my wife and I were proud
that she an swered prop erly.  As I thought about these two
words, I be gan to re late them to peo ple.  Quite frankly, I
don’t want to be foun der ing or floun der ing.

We live to sing, “On Christ the solid rock I stand,” but
I won der how many of us re ally are on the Rock.

A verse from an other song says, “I was sink ing (foun -
der ing) deep in sin far from the peace ful shore …sink ing
to rise no more."  Have you ever felt like this?

The com plex ity and dis trac tions of this pres ent world
are stag ger ing com pared to only fifty or sixty years ago. 
Many peo ple are floun der ing (strug gling) through this
world be cause they do not know where to turn.  They have 
tried al co hol, drugs, re li gion and other things, but to no
avail.  There is only one thing that will hold us steady in
these trou ble some days, and that is a close walk with the
Lord Je sus Christ.

It is so ber ing and ex cit ing at the same time to see the
pro phetic words of our Lord and those writ ten in many
other pas sages be ing so rap idly ful filled be fore our very
eyes.  In Mat thew 24:7, our Lord pre dicted that na tion
would rise against na tion.  Have we ever seen this hap pen
to the de gree we see it to day?

The world’s lead ing na tions, in clud ing Amer ica, are
so per plexed (floun der ing) that they do not know which
way to turn.  The time for the Antichrist rip ens with each
world cri sis. 

As we ap proach our next na tional elec tion (Ed. Past),
many peo ple are look ing for a po lit i cal Mes siah to pull us
out of the eco nomic mess that we are in and save us from
for eign ag gres sion.  It is scrip tural for us to have rul ers
over our na tion, but if you are look ing for peace of mind
from a pol i ti cian, you are on sink ing sand.  It is God alone
who will turn our na tion back to where it needs to be, but
we must first re pent and turn to Him.

The spir i tual Chris tian can re main calm and steady, as
op posed to floun der ing, even in the worst storm that Sa tan 
can throw at us.  As Pe ter walked on the wa ter to Je sus, he
be gan to founder (sink) be cause he took his eyes off Je sus
and started look ing at the “bois ter ous” (stormy) wind con -
di tions that sur rounded him.

We need to keep our eyes on Je sus and not be overly
con cerned with this pass ing world.  If you feel that your
life is floun der ing or foun der ing, why don’t you turn to Je -
sus right now?  He wants to steady your life.

Taken from Sword of the Lord.
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Un til the race is run,
un til the jour ney done,

Un til the crown is won,
teach me Thy way. 

— B. Mansell Ramsey



The Second Picture

The pic ture of the in ner life of a sin ner who 
re pents and be gins to for sake sin.  

The an gel with the sword, rep re sent ing the of fered grace
of God and of Je sus Christ, holds up be fore the sin ner’s mind 
the re ward and the con se quences of sin: namely, death and
judg ment.  By the Word of God the sin ner is con victed, “that 
the un righ teous shall not in herit the king dom of God.  Be not
de ceived, nei ther for ni ca tors, nor idolators, nor adul ter ers,
nor ef fem i nate, nor abus ers of them selves with mankind, nor
thieves, nor cov et ous, nor drunk ards, nor re vil ers, nor
extortioners, shall in herit the king dom of God” (I Cor.
6:9-10).  “Trib u la tion and an guish will come upon ev ery
soul that doeth evil” (Romans 2:9).  

Ter ri fied in con science, the sin ner will ex am ine him self.  
Look ing into his heart he finds noth ing but sin and abom i na -
tion.  By the help of the higher light which now shines into
his heart, he rec og nizes how hid eous and ru in ous sin is; he
de sires to be free from it.  But he feels the power of sin, and
he knows his own weak ness and in cli na tion to sin.  Plain -
tively he cries from the depth of his heart: “O wretched man
that I am! who shall de liver me from the body of this death?”
(Rom.  7:24).  “God’s grace in Christ,” co mes the an swer. 
The Holy Spirit, who again has vis ited the bro ken and con -
trite heart, will now il lu mine it with di vine light and give
grace and power.  

When the light of the Holy Spirit and the beams of grace
are dif fused in the heart, the devil must flee with his demon

fol low ers.  The loath some fig ures, the re pul sive an i mals, the
se duc tive imag i na tions must de part.  As soon as day dawns,
the night van ishes.  Grace is light; sin is dark ness.  When we
be gin to hate sin, Sa tan must leave.  He rules only through
sin and dark ness.  It is only by sin he can en ter the heart.  If
we per sist in wick ed ness, we open wide the gates and the
doors for him.  The love of God and the ha tred of evil close
the en trance and drive him away.  

O sin ners!  Love the light, hate the sin, re sist the evil, and 
Sa tan will leave you.  Close your eyes to the world and to all
temp ta tion to evil.  Open your hearts for the light of the Holy
Spirit; wel come ev ery ray of light from above.  It will drive
out sin and dark ness, Sa tan and hell.  Search out sin and
dark ness, Sa tan and hell.  Search your hearts dil i gently and
re nounce ev ery se cret sin that may be hid den therein.  

God with His grace is wait ing for the door to open.  He
will en ter as soon as you open your heart, and He will en -
lighten you and make ev ery thing within you alive.  

By the help of God’s light, you will be made able to rec -
og nize the evil crea tures and the shad ows of sin in their hid -
eous ness.  God’s grace, which is pow er ful in the weak, will
de liver you from them.  

PRAYER

My God! Thou art the source of all light and all life. 
Thou alone with Thy Spirit can show me the abom i na tion
and per ni cious ness of my sins.  Let the light of life en lighten
my dark soul that I may see and live.  Thou hast “no plea sure
in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his
way and live.” Then show me the sin that blinds and de stroys 
me, and holds me in Sa tan’s bond age.  Grant me Thy grace
which Thou hast prom ised so gra ciously in Christ to all sin -
ners.  Let Thy grace pen e trate my heart; wound and af flict it
with pain and grief so that sin, death, and the devil must leave 
and give room for Thee.  

Grant me the Holy Spirit that He may fill me with love to 
Thee and awaken a de sire to keep Thy Com mand ments, that
I may not let sin rule in my mem bers, nor let Sa tan blind me
and de ceive me.  Let me dis tinctly and con sciously ac knowl -
edge that in sin there is no hap pi ness, but that he who sins is
the ser vant of sin and a child of dark ness and hell.  Help me
never to for get what Thy Word de clares that “the un godly
shall not stand in the judg ment nor sin ners in the con gre ga -
tion of the righ teous.” 

A righ teous judg ment, an eter nal death, and an eter nal
con dem na tion await all who do evil.  Help me to ac knowl -
edge my sins with heart-felt con tri tion and sor row, and hon -
estly con fess ev ery sin.  Give me grace to turn away from
ev ery as so ci a tion and shadow of sin, and turn to Thee. 
Cleanse me and free me from the power of dark ness that I
may be re cep tive to Thy grace, Thy light, and Thy fel low -
ship, and be pleas ing to Thee.  AMEN.  
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Taken from “Mir ror of the Heart.”
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Ed i tor’s Note:  Be ing ‘we’ (Barbara) has been go -
ing through a ma jor ‘health af flic tion’; those of YOU
who are fi nan cial ‘do na tors’, your re ceipts will be a lit -
tle slower in com ing for now – but we con sciously are
seek ing to catch up.  Hope fully by the time this in for -
ma tion reaches you (the reader), there will be 100% re -
cov ery (long be fore), Lord will ing, as ‘we’ know HE is 
the great Phy si cian (both Spir i tu ally & phys i cally). 
Ap pre ci ate your pa tience & un der stand ing!

The Spir i tual strug gles (also fi nan cial con cerns)
con tinue to be re al is tic — a word to the spir i tu ally wise 
should be suf fi cient. WE con tinue to re al ize the need
for you to up hold ‘us’ (This Min is try) in spe cific
PRAYER, fi nances, and en cour age ment.  Lord will ing
‘we’ trust you will do the same as the Lord leads – it’s
His Work/min is try!  Thank you and may you truly ex -
pe ri ence a very blessed ‘Ad vent Sea son’ and on.

Oc to ber in come for Morn ing Glory is un known at
the time of printing.

The ac tual cost of pub lish ing and mail ing each is -
sue (monthly) of the Morn ing Glory is app. $2,000. 
There are def i nite other ex penses be sides.    

Up Date
I am con vinced that the last days of his tory are fast

ap proach ing.  I am re fer ring to what is com monly
called The Trib u la tion Pe riod; more ac cu rately, the
70th Week of the prophet Dan iel.  Sa tan has be gun to
turn up the heat.  He knows he is run ning out of time in
which to ful fill his evil plan for Planet Earth. 

Some times when an cient kings were trav el ing to a
dis tant part of their king dom, they had thou sands of
sub jects out in front of them to make the path way
straight. 

Even to day, our Pres i dent hops into a he li cop ter to
speed his trip, avoid the traf fic, and make him self more 
com fort able.  If his jour ney is too long for the he li cop -
ter, he will en joy the stel lar com fort of Air Force One.

But John the Bap tist, in her ald ing the Mes siah’s
com ing, was not speak ing of the in con ve nience of
phys i cal ob sta cles.  No, no, a thou sand times no!  His
mes sage was spir i tual.  He was speak ing of the val leys
of sin, the hills of wick ed ness, the crooked places of in -
iq uity, and the rough places of dis obe di ence.  These
griev ous ob sta cles were to be cor rected for the King’s
com ing.  This was John’s def i ni tion of re pen tance. 
John …Was try ing to pre pare his na tion for the Mes -
siah’s com ing. 

Per haps no more pro found and im por tant sen tence
has ever been ut tered by man.  There fore, please join
me in re flect ing on those thir teen words.

John pro claimed, “BEHOLD…” – There was
noth ing su per fi cial here.  This was not a call to a hasty
glance.  The idea was for the crowd to ex am ine Je sus
care fully.  Check His cre den tials fully.  Look into His
ge ne al ogy com pletely.  Miss noth ing in the vetting
pro cess.  No spot or blem ish will be found.

John pro claimed, “Be hold THE LAMB…” Dur -
ing the al most 1,500 years from Mo ses un til Christ, the 
Jews were re quired un der the law to lit er ally sac ri fice
hun dreds of thou sands of lambs for a va ri ety of spir i -
tual pur poses…

John pro claimed, “Be hold the Lamb Of GOD…” 
All of the lambs sac ri ficed through the cen tu ries were
men’s lambs.  It was the best of their flocks; … But the
Lamb John iden ti fied was God’s Lamb - God’s pro vi -
sion for man’s sin.  Which pro vi sion for our sin will we 
rely upon when stand ing be fore a holy God to give an
ac count of our lives - our pro vi sions, or His?

John pro claimed, “Be hold the Lamb of God,
WHICH TAKETH AWAY …SIN.”  …

  Excerpts taken from ‘Straight from the Heart’ (Ed.
-Letter) of Marv Rosenthal, President, - Zion’s Hope


