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That at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, of those in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, and that every tongue

should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to
the glory of God the Father. 

Philippians 2:10-11.

uring the Ad vent sea son – Christ mas time – we
re mem ber the Ad vent of the Son of God.  The
term ad vent is taken from the Latin, ad ven ture,
which means “to come to.”  We re mem ber that

over 2,000 years ago, the eter nal and uncreated
Son of God came to this world, which He had fash ioned
with His own hands.  

At Ad vent, we are re minded that there is an other Ad -
vent of which the Scrip tures speak.  He who came once
will come again.  He who came as a tiny and weak babe in 
a man ger will come as a con quer ing King with clouds of
glory.  He who came in hu mil ity, seen only by a few shep -
herds, will one day come in great splen dor and maj esty
and ev ery eye shall see Him.  This is a great truth of the
Scripture.

We live be tween the first and sec ond com ings of Je -
sus Christ.  Note how He im pacts his tory.  We count time
ac cord ing to how many years ago He was born, and his -
tory is march ing to ward His re turn – the cli max of all
history. 

At the first com ing we see His hu mil ity.  At the sec -
ond com ing, we will see His glory.  As we go through the
Ad vent sea son, which calls to mind His first com ing, let

us also re mem ber to pre pare our selves for His Sec ond
coming.

QUESTION TO PONDER: How does His Sec ond
com ing add mean ing to Christ’s First com ing?

Look ing Unto Je sus 

“When you pass through the wa ters, I will be with
you.  And through the river, they shall not over flow you.” 
Isa iah 43:2.

In Mat thew 14, the dis ci ples were in the boat on the
Sea of Gal i lee, and they saw Je sus walk ing on wa ter. 
They were ter ri fied!  They thought they had seen a spirit
and they cried aloud.  Je sus said, “Lord, if it is You, bid
me come to You on the wa ter.”

And Je sus said, “Come.”
Pe ter slipped first one foot and then the other out of

the boat and found that he was walk ing on the sur face of
the waves.  His eyes were full on the eyes of Je sus.  Step
af ter step he took on top of the wa ter.  Sud denly, a blast of 
wind stirred the waves into a frenzy.  Look ing down at
the waves and the wa ter that threat ened to swal low him
up Pe ter be gan to sink.  He cried out in ter ror, “Lord, save 
me!”

In stantly, Je sus reached out His hand and set Pe ter
again on the sur face of the wa ter say ing, “O you of lit tle
faith, why did you doubt?” (Mat thew 14:31). 

As long as Pe ter kept his eyes on Christ, he walked
above the prob lems cre ated by the waves and the wa ter
be neath.  As soon as he took his eyes off of Je sus and
looked at the bois ter ous waves he im me di ately be gan to
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sink.  …

Born of a Vir gin

But the an gel said to her,
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for
you have found fa vor with
God.  Lis ten, you will con -
ceive in your womb and bear 
a Son and shall call His name 
JESUS.” Luke 1:30-31. 

The Bi ble tells us the mi -
rac u lous birth of Je sus, of
how He was born of a vir gin.  
There are many mod ern, lib -
eral theo lo gians who deny
the re al ity of the vir gin birth.  
Does this theo log i cal de bate
matter?

We be lieve in the Vir gin
Birth of Christ be cause it is es -
sen tial for the Atone ment and
the Re demp tion of man kind. 
It’s nec es sary be cause of the
sin of Adam, our first par ent,
which de scended down
through the whole hu man
race, cor rupt ing man kind.
There fore, the Atone ment for
sin had to be pure and with out
cor rup tion, with out guilt; it
could not par take of the sin of
all men.  And so it was some -
one sep a rate from that, some -
one pure and per fect, whose
Atone ment could be ac cepted
by GOD that was nec es sary.

JESUS was both the Son
of Man and the Son of God. 
He was the in fi nite God-
man, born of a Vir gin.

QUESTION TO PONDER: 

Do you think it mat ters
that Je sus was born of a Vir -
gin?

Taken from Impact,
December, 2015,
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The Awesomeness of God!
New Liv ing Trans la tion used

Isa iah 48:12b-13. “I alone am God, the First and the
Last. It was My hand that laid the foun da tions of the
earth. The palm of My right hand spread out the heav ens
above. I spoke, and they came into be ing.” He is the cre -
ator of all things.

Colossians l:15-17. “Christ is the vis i ble im age of
the in vis i ble God.  He ex isted be fore God made any thing
at all and is su preme over all cre ation. Christ is the one
through whom God cre ated ev ery thing in heaven and
earth. He made the things we can see and the things we
can’t see —-kings, king doms, rul ers, and au thor i ties. Ev -
ery thing has been cre ated through Him and for Him. He
ex isted be fore ev ery thing else be gan, and He holds all
cre ation to gether.” What an awe some God!

Joshua lead the peo ple of Is rael into the prom ise land
while fight ing the Amorites; Joshua 10:12-13. “On the day 
the LORD gave the Is ra el ites vic tory over the Amorites,
Joshua prayed to the LORD in front of all the peo ple of Is -
rael. He said, ‘Let the sun stand still over Gibeon, and the
moon over the val ley of Aijalon.’ So the sun and the moon
stood still un til the Is ra el ites had de feated their en e mies.”
Just think, God stopped the earth from ro tat ing 3,959
miles an hour on its axis. The day was pro longed by a mir -
a cle, and they won over their en e mies.

The great king of As syria, Sennacherib, came to
fight against He ze kiah the King of Je ru sa lem. They had a 
vast army that had con quered many lands and now they
also wanted Je ru sa lem. 2 King 19:35. “That night the an -
gel of the LORD went out to the As syr ian camp and
killed 185,000 As syr ian troops. When the sur viv ing
Assyrians woke up the next morn ing, they found corpses
ev ery where.” Hesekiah did n’t even have to lift his sword, 
no body did. The LORD took care of it all.

So many other mir a cles could be men tioned. Sa rah
gave birth to Isaac at the age of 90. That’s mi rac u lous!
The Is ra el ites wan dered in the desert for 40 years and
their clothes never wore out! An other mir a cle is that God
caused the sun’s shadow to move ten steps back ward on
the sun dial dur ing He ze kiah’s reign. Awe some!

The great est mir a cle that this awe some God does is
when “He who knew no sin be came sin for us.”  He for -
gives us our sin when we con fess them be fore Him. Then
He gives you His Holy Spirit. You be come born again or
born from above. Think of this verse as I con clude. Psalm 
27: 8: “My heart has heard YOU say, come and talk with
Me. And my heart re sponds, ‘Lord I am com ing’.” Do so
right now!

One of His servants,
Rev. Willmore Gundersen

Who sinned, this man, or his parents,
that he should be born blind? John 9:2

IF a spe cial mis for tune over takes some one, peo ple
con sider that this is pun ish ment for a spe cial sin.  This
man ner of rea son ing is so deep-rooted in our na ture that
it seems al most im pos si ble to think oth er wise.  Call at a
few homes, see how peo ple are get ting along, and hear
what they say!

In one place you will find that the child the fa ther and 
mother has pinned their hopes on has be come help less for 
life.  In an other place you will find that the fa ther, who
was re lied on to pro vide food for many mouths, is no
more, and mother has lost her health.  Many who laid
their child up to the heart of Je sus be fore it was born, now 
that the child is grown up, spend their days and nights
wait ing for this child to come home.  They know that
their child is lost in sin and shame, and they know the
child will not come home, but nev er the less they wait. 
This and much more you will see and hear.

Then co mes the ques tion; “Am I worse than oth ers,
since God must strike so hard?”  The heart says YES, and
neigh bors and ac quain tances say Yes.  But Je sus says No.
Won der ful Man!  Does He not know the laws of Mo ses
and the laws of he red ity?  O yes, but He also knows
God’s love and grace.  There have been many, very many
who in thought less pride said “No” to Christ in the good
days, who came when God chas tised them.  When the
child lay in the cof fin fa ther and mother lay at the Cross. 
What God was un able to give us His chil dren in good
times, we ac cepted when He pun ished us (Ed. For a child
of God, God does not ‘pun ish’ us; but He def i nitely chas -
tises us, BECAUSE HE loves us!  Chas ten ing is for our
ben e fit, for cor rec tion for the fu ture, and pun ish ment is
judg ment for the past; par tic u larly for an un con verted
sin ner)!  So when the Lord sees that He can give us eter -
nal hap pi ness through a mis for tune that lasts but a mo -
ment, He lets the mis for tune over take us. 

On this ground thy an chor cast; 
Safe thou art, in Christ con fid ing; 
All the griefs which here thou hast
Are but shad ows un-abid ing,
Soon thy cross shall pass away, 
Joy shall come that lasts for aye.

Thy Kingdom Come, by Ludvig Hope, © 1939
Copyright, Augsburg Publishing House.

Ed i tor’s Note: The cross we are to take up daily and
fol low Him is vol un tary in obe di ence to His Word and
out of love for JESUS.  Thus it is the splin ters/per se cu -
tion we re ceive for obey ing, but rest as sured it will be
worth it all in the Day of Reck on ing!
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Bringing Light
By Mi chael Youssef, Ph.D.

“You are my lamp, O LORD; the LORD turns my
dark ness into light.” 2 Sam uel 22:29

To day, re li able re ports show that ap prox i mately 90
per cent of Amer i cans know their as tro log i cal sign, while
70 per cent con sult their horo scopes reg u larly.  A
pseudo-sci ence at best, as trol ogy at tempts to sat isfy our
sin ful crav ing for con trol, guid ance, and help.  It claims
to give us in sight by ob serv ing the move ments of the
stars and plan ets, ex plain ing as pects of our per son al i ties
or pre dict ing sig nif i cant events in our lives.  It main tains
that the stars de sire to speak to us.

But this is dark ness.  Sadly it seems that more peo ple
lis ten to the stars in the sky than to the One who aligned
every star in its or bit, the One who calls each star by name 
(Psalm 147:4) .

Read Mat thew 2:1-12.  Around the time that Christ
was born, an un usual star was pres ent in the night sky.  In
re sponse to this ris ing, Magi from the East came to Je ru -
sa lem and asked. “Where is the One who has been born
King of the Jews?  We saw His star when it rose and have
come to wor ship Him” (v.2).  

The mys te ri ous star burned brightly at the birth of the 
Mes siah be cause “the true light that gives light to ev ery -
one had come into the world – the one who “wraps Him -
self in light as with a gar ment” had been born as a baby
(John 1:9 and Psalm 104:3, re spec tively).  The pres ence
of this spe cial light, this star an nounc ing Christ’s
birth, was no ac ci dent.  It was preg nant with mean ing,
for it de clared the ad vent of the Di vine.  

Light is a sym bol of both pu rity and ho li ness.  In
Rev e la tion 22:16, Je sus pro claims, “I am the Root and
the Off spring of Da vid and the bright Morn ing Star”
(em pha sis added).  Je sus calls Him self a star, for as God
in car nate, He em a nates the most pow er ful light in the
uni verse.  We get a glimpse of His bril liance at the Trans -
fig u ra tion when “His face shone like the sun, and His
clothes be came as white as the light” (Mat thew 17:2).

Je sus, who had been liv ing in un ap proach able light 
from all eter nity had come to earth, and to an nounce His
first com ing, God flooded the night sky with light. God
man i fested His glory in the gal ax ies, us ing His Cre ation
to bear wit ness to the birth of the Morn ing Star.  The light
to the Gen tiles had fi nally come (see Luke 2:32).

On that first Christ mas, a star spoke a mes sage that
con tin ues to have eter nal sig nif i cance for ev ery man,
woman, and child.  For through its light, it re vealed who
we truly are – sin ners in dark ness, in need of res cue.

This Christ mas, may we lis ten to the mes sage of
the Morn ing Star – the mes sage of Em man uel, God

with us. Even now, His light shines into any dark ness in
our lives, call ing us afresh to re pen tance and faith. His
Mes sage is al ways true and will never mis lead. There -
fore, as we cel e brate His birth and our sal va tion, let us
walk in the light of His pres ence where we will find eter -
nal bless ing (see Psalm 89:15).  And let us fer vently in -
ter cede for the lost that God would de liver many souls
from the king dom of dark ness, bring ing them for ev er -
more into His mar vel ous light. 

From My Journal by Leading The Way 
© Copyright – December, 2017

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“There fore let us also, see ing we are com passed
about with so great a cloud of wit nesses, lay aside ev -
ery weight, and the sin which doth so eas ily be set us,
and let us run with pa tience the race that is set be fore
us” He brews 12:1.

IT is al ways an ad van tage when one sets out on a dif -
fi cult and dan ger ous road, to know that some one has
trav eled it be fore us, and has ar rived at his des ti na tion. 
Ev ery wise trav eler makes in qui ries of those who have
trav eled the road he is to take, but is not ac quainted with. 
One of the se crets of Roal Amunsen’s suc cess ful ex pe di -
tions over ice and ocean was that he al ways stud ied care -
fully the re ports of those who had tried to get through
be fore him.  A Chris tian will al ways ben e fit by lis ten ing
to those who be fore him have trav eled the road that leads
home to God. 

The first big les son we must learn from those who al -
ready have won the prize of vic tory is to lay aside ev ery
weight.  He who fills his mind with love for this world
with money, fin ery, honor, and power – he will be left be -
hind.  The Is ra el ite, who wishes him self back in Egypt,
will never reach Ca naan.

The cloud of wit nesses that we read about in He brews
12 saw the heav enly fa ther land be fore them, and longed
for the city that God had pre pared for them, and they ar -
rived.  Let us try to have the same mind and we too shall
win the prize.  If we be lieve in Je sus and long for and de -
sire the Heav enly City we shall not come short of it.

Ye saints who here in pa tience 
Your cross and suf fer ings bore, 
Shall live and reign for ever, 
When sor row is no more.
Around the Throne of glory 
The Lamb ye shall be hold, 
In tri umph cast be fore Him 
Your di a dems of gold!

Thy Kingdom Come, by Ludvig Hope, © 1938,
Augsburg Publishing House 
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Ed i to rial 
RES

XMAS – Re mov ing the Rea son for the Sea son
“And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will

save His peo ple from their sins.” 
(Mat thew 1:21)

“A good name is to be more de sired than great riches,
Fa vor is better than sil ver and gold.” (Prov erbs 22:1)

Re mem ber Mark Twain’s ob ser va tion?  “The dif fer -
ence be tween the al most right word and the right word
is re ally a large mat ter – ‘Tis the dif fer ence be tween the
Light ning-bug and the Light ning.”

Have you no ticed that the gen eral pub lic will state that
GOD was with them through very dif fi cult cir cum -
stances; but not men tion the per sonal name of JESUS?

Many years ago the word ‘Xmas’ be gan creep ing into
pub lic cor re spon dence and ad ver tise ments!  It was a lit -
tle thing, hardly no ticed by a very few folk, but it set the
stage for a pro found move ment away from “JESUS” in 
any pub lic dis course.  X set the ‘stage’, of course, the
uni ver sal sym bol for the un known.

As an ex am ple: Could it be that they set the stage for the 
le gal and gov ern men tal at tacks against Chris tian ity, the
words and the sym bols of the Gos pel Mes sage are be -
ing purged from open ex pres sion. 

Han del’s Mes siah was per formed in Holladay, Utah
dur ing the Christ mas Sea son, for which the City moved
a “dis count to the cho ral and or ches tra for the use of
gov ern ment fa cil i ties.”  Strong let ters were writ ten and
the city lead ers caved in:  No more Mes siah in city ven -
ues.

An other ex am ple: A pub lic school in Con nect i cut was
us ing an evan gel i cal cha pel for grad u a tion cer e mo nies.  
Some teach ers, par ents, and stu dents com plained that
they were “forced” to view a large cross and hear mu sic
that spoke of JESUS and Sal va tion.  This was very “of -
fen sive” to them.  The re sult: law suits and judg ments
de clar ing un con sti tu tional the use of “re li gious” ven ues 
for pub lic school cer e mo nies.

Ba si cally, these re bel against the won der ful plan of Sal -
va tion through JESUS; in sist that they are “only” de -
fend ing the Es tab lish ment Clause of the USA
Con sti tu tion, and that all in di vid u als are free to wor ship 
how ever they wish – just don’t try to do so on any pub -
lic or gov ern ment prop erty.

Pres i dent Barack Obama and Sec re tary of State Hil lary
Clinton used the words: ‘free dom of wor ship;’ in stead of

“free dom of re li gion.” Thus that ‘mi nor’ change has im -
pli ca tions: Free dom of re li gion im plies your free dom to
as sem ble, pros e ly tize, and con duct your per sonal life in a 
man ner re flec tive of your re li gious be liefs.  Free dom of
wor ship is and can be lim ited to mere per sonal and pri -
vate ex pres sions of re li gious be liefs, ne gat ing all pub lic
dem on stra tions of what one be lieves.

No doubt you have no ticed the change of the dif fer ence
be tween “Holy Day” and “Hol i day”! 

“Holy” has very lit tle to do with “Hol i day.”  We are
con di tioned to think of week ends as “reg u lar hol i days”
and the “spe cial hol i days” as mere ex ten sion of free
time in which we can do pretty much what ever we want
to do & for the em ployed pos si bly ex tra fi nan cial ben e -
fits.

Hal low een has been pros ti tuted from the orig i nal All
Hal lows Eve in which one was sup posed to pre pare for
‘wor ship’ the next morn ing on All Saints Day (Mar tin
Lu ther – Ref or ma tion Day)!  But the ‘eve’ has be come a 
mis chie vous li cense and the most glar ing pro mo tion of
wick ed ness and de monic rep re sen ta tion – in the name
of ‘fun’ and ‘cel e bra tion’.    

Would/Could the fol low ing Bi ble verse ap ply here? 
“Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil;
Who sub sti tute dark ness for light and light for
dark ness; Who sub sti tute bit ter for sweet, and
sweet for bit ter!” Isa iah 5:20.  

CHRISTMAS has be come for many folk and even
pos si bly for some ‘Chris tians’, the ex chang ing & giv -
ing of ‘gifts’; then “Thanks be to God for His in de -
scrib able gift” II Co rin thi ans 9:15.  HIS name is
JESUS!  Mat thew 1:21, James 1:17.  The PEARL of
great price!  Maybe churches all across the Great USA,
Can ada, etc. will host or gan re cit als and pro mote can ta -
tas, dra matic ex trav a gan zas and mu si cal pro duc tions
that stress en ter tain ment more than the Eter nal Mes sage 
of for give ness, sal va tion and the com ing KING. 

May I sug gest that likely most of us need to spend time
with our fam i lies teach ing them the won der and maj -
esty of God’s In car na tion.

ALL too of ten the baby JESUS is left cute and cud dly
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For RICHER, for POORER 

By Henry Mor ris the IV 

These four lit tle words in tra di tional wed ding vows
carry great sig nif i cance.  Un less they live in pov erty,
most new ly weds don’t en ter mar riage ex pect ing to stay
poor or be come poorer.  Rather, cou ples hope fully ex -
pect to pros per over time through hard work and
perseverance.

These words also re flect a cen tral is sue in char i ta ble 
giv ing.  One of the most com mon strug gles peo ple have
in their giv ing de ci sions is an un easy sense of loss at
what is be ing given away.  Some feel if they give, they
will be come “poorer” while the re cip i ent be comes
“richer.”  In stead of giv ing with a cheer ful heart for the
Lord’s work (II Co rin thi ans 9:7), the cost of giv ing is
care fully weighed based on how much they feel they
can af ford to lose.  The ques tion “How much poorer am
I will ing to be come?” be comes the de ter min ing fac tor in 
de cid ing how much (or even if) they are willing to give.

Scrip ture teaches a sim i lar ap proach but with a
com pletely op po site fo cus.  To be gin with, you and I
don’t re ally “own” any thing.  If God cre ated the world
as He claims in Gen e sis 1, He is the sole and right ful
owner of the en tire cos mos and ev ery thing in it.  All
things that ex ist – and all things we have – come from
the God who “gives to all life, breath, and all things”
(Acts 17:25, em pha sis added).  But we are God’s stew -
ards (Gen e sis 1:28).  God has tem po rarily en trusted a
por tion of His re sources into our care to ac com plish His
work here on Earth.  And as the great Cre ator-Owner,
God is just, and right to ex pect an ac count ing one day (1
Co rin thi ans 3:10-15).

But a mar vel ous part of the Mes sage of Scrip ture is
that we, as God’s stew ards, are priv i leged to par tic i pate
with God as His “fel low work ers” (1 Co rin thi ans 3:9). 

And as co-la bor ers with God, we are prom ised great re -
wards for the work we do for Him.  The Lord Je sus said
as much when He coun seled the dis ci ples to “lay up for
your selves trea sures in heaven”  (Mat thew 6:20), which 
Paul ech oed when he com manded rich be liev ers to be
“ready to give, will ing to share” to store up “for them -
selves a good foun da tion for time to come” (1 Tim o thy
6:18-19).

Acts & Facts, Published by Institute for Creation,
© Copyright – 2015, Permission Granted 

among the barn an i mals.  OH YES, we re peat the song of 
the an gel cho rus and tell of the Wise men who came from 
afar to give the gift of honor to the new born KING! The
ac tual birth of JESUS was as ab so lutely or di nary in ev -
ery hu man way, EXCEPT the mir a cle of con cep tion,
which GOD only can per form!  The ‘mir a cle’ was the
con cep tion.  The ‘good tid ings’ were that God had be -
come man to“save His peo ple from their sins”! 

EVEN the Cal en dar year and time are based on the
INCARNATION OF JESUS!  If YOU are guilty of
putt ing X for Christ mas – please take it out!  What is the 
‘sign’ be fore Your life? Is it “No Room per son ally” for
JESUS? Isa iah 9:6-7, Luke 2:1 – 20

ON be half of the mem bers of the Hauge Lu theran
Innermision Fed er a tion along with their Spouses with
the Ed i tor and his wife Barb; May you truly ex pe ri ence
the Joy of know ing JESUS this Ad vent Sea son.  May
you ex pe ri ence the JOY of know ing the “birth-child”
Je sus on this Birth day (In car na tion) of CHRIST mas.
May you also ex pe ri ence strength and other rich bless -
ings in walk ing in a Liv ing Faith, with JESUS in obe di -
ence out of love to HIM!

May the King richly bless YOU and Yours in or der
that YOU may be come an even richer bless ing unto
oth ers!

Luther on Assurance
“‘You have re ceived the spirit of adop tion,

whereby we cry, Abba, Fa ther.’  This cry ing (Abba
Fa ther) is felt when one’s con science, with out wa -
ver ing and ques tion ing, con ceives a staunch bold -
ness to be quite cer tain, not only that his sins have
been for given, but also that he is a child of God, as -
sured of his sal va tion and may with a cheer ful and
as sured heart and with all con fi dence call God his
dear Fa ther and cry to Him.  Of these things he must
be more cer tain than his very life, and must be ready
to suf fer ev ery kind of death, and hell in ad di tion,
rather than al low this as sur ance to be taken from him
by yielding to doubt.

“True, there may come a strife in a Chris tian
caus ing him an anx ious feel ing lead ing him to think
he is not a child of God, and to imag ine and feel that
God is an an gry, stern judge, as hap pened to Job and
many oth ers.  But in a con flict of this kind, child like
con fi dence, though trem bling and quak ing, must
con quer in the end or ev ery thing is lost.”

Lu ther’s Com men tary on Romans 8:15



From Our Fellowship Circle

Abid ing Word Min is tries (D.M. B.) Mel bourne, FL
Just a short note to say ‘thank you’ for re-print ing the …
ar ti cles from ‘The Vine and Branches’ that you used in
your re cent … Morn ing Glory which …

We are try ing by God’s Grace and help to reach the peo -
ple in the pew and on and that is your de sire as well.  … 
Bless ings!

M. J. North field, MN
I am Grate ful & Thank ful to be able to re ceive such a
Pub li ca tion as the Morn ing Glory!  The Ar ti cles are so
Pro found, Timely & Mean ing ful.

God bless you in His work and ef forts and I pray for the
fi nan cial sup port.

G. R. Kill deer, ND
Thank you for be ing so good in send ing the Morn ing
Glory to me…  I am in a nurs ing home and I would like to 
send more ….   They treat me so good here! 

I love to read the Morn ing Glory and share it with those
who are in ter ested in the same also. 

So God Bless you and Thank You.

M. H. Bottineau, ND
Tank you for putt ing out the Morn ing Glory.  It is a great
bless ing and find en closed $... to help with ex penses.

May God bless you all each and ev ery day and may He,
in His mar vel ous Grace, keep us ready and wait ing un til
HE co mes!

A.G. Karlstad, MN
This world is most cer tainly in very dif fi cult times (Per il -
ous times) and I am look ing for ward to leav ing it and be -
ing Home with Je sus.  

In the mean time we need to pray much for those who are
Godly men in our Gov ern ment.  They need much ‘wis -
dom’ to serve us and also pro tec tion.  

Just cel e brated my Nine ti eth Birth day.  I am grate ful for
all the ‘blessed’ read ing what you give us!

May God Bless you and all the work you are do ing to
pro vide it.   Bless ings in Je sus.

R. & C. H. Inver Grove Heights, MN
We ap pre ci ate the sec tion: “Be liev able …Yet Un be liev -
able” as well as other sec tions …  So Bib li cal.  God Bless
You!  

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

This Storm Will Pass Away, Too 

Au thor Un known 

If I can sur vive for a mo ment, 
When my world is so shaken torn.
And mus ter the cour age to “Stay with the ship,” 
Re gard less how rough be the storm.

If I can re mem ber that song in my heart, 
Which sus tains me for all I’ve been through, 
That co mes from my Fa ther, and just be con tent, 
That this tem pest will pass away too…

Then I have no rea son to worry, 
That my Fa ther will cease to pro vide. 
Or, that “In the val ley of the shadow of death,”
He’s walk ing with me by my side.

For He knows my strength and my weak ness, 
And what I am able to bear.
And, noth ing can come which He does n’t al low, 
For I’m un der His own spe cial care.

So I must con tinue on liv ing, 
With that song in my heart and a smile, 
La ment ing not over the rea son, 
I face this par tic u lar trial. 

And look for my Fa ther’s di rec tion, 
Through prayer, and His Word that’s so true.
Know ing all storms last but for a mo ment, 
And that this storm will pass away too.

Poem taken from “Hope For Your  Heart”

Ed i tor’s Note: Per sonal note: Sev eral days be fore I
cop ied this bib li cal poem, I had a ‘heart at tack’ and very
for tu nately with mi nor heart dam age, for which we thank 
our Liv ing Savior for.
That is, it was ‘Fa ther fil tered’ (per mit ted) in HIS un con -
di tional LOVE; for my ben e fit as HE chas tens those HE
loves in this ‘earthly jour ney’.
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Planned Parenthood Advocates of Ohio
banned Students for Life leaders from
an on-campus event that was described
as open to the public.

On Sunday, Oc to ber 14th, Planned Par ent hood Ad -
vo cates of Ohio hosted an event at the pub licly-funded
Ohio State Uni ver sity called “Stand Up, Speak Out”
train ing, billed as train ing women for ad vo cacy and run -
ning for of fice, fea tur ing abor tion queen Ce cile Rich -
ards as one of the key note speak ers. Read ing the event
de scrip tion one would think this was just about women
who wanted to learn about how to run for of fice. Nay.

Fur ther more, Planned Par ent hood ha rassed Megan
Ryser, OSU Stu dents for Life pres i dent, who wanted to
at tend the event to ask Ce cile ques tions and hear from
an other speaker.

Here’s how Ryser de scribed what hap pened:
“I took a seat at a ta ble and was just mak ing ca sual

con ver sa tion with the other peo ple there. About 15 min -
utes in a woman in all black (pre sum ably the head of the
event) came over and asked if I pre sented my ID. I said
the girl at the ta ble said it was okay that I did n’t have it,
but I would be happy to go and get it if they needed it.
She asked me to get my ID. I grabbed my stuff, found
Dusty, and got my ID. I went back to the reg is tra tion ta -
ble and I handed them my ID. The woman who asked
me to leave took my ID and read my name. She then
asked how long I had been Pres i dent of the school’s
pro-life Club, I said for a about a year. At that point I
was some what sur prised since I did n’t rec og nize any of
the peo ple there and be lieved they had no way of know -
ing such a per sonal de tail about me. She asked why I
wanted to go to this event. I stated that I was in ter ested
in Cecil Rich ards’ talk, but also their other key note
speaker who runs a traf ficked women’s shel ter in Co -
lum bus. At that point she asked if I had reg is tered for the 
event and I said yes, I had that morn ing. She then said I
would not be al lowed to en ter the event be cause I was a
“safety con cern.’”

Af ter a back and forth where Ryser points out she
wants to learn about run ning for of fice, Planned Par ent -
hood ad mit ted the real is sue.

“Fi nally the woman asked, “how would you pro-life 
peo ple feel if Ce cile Rich ards came and sat in one of
your events?” and I said ‘hon estly, I feel like we would
love it. Most of the pro-life peo ple I know would feel
like it was a huge win if Ce cile wanted to come to an

event.’ At that point she scoffed and asked me to leave. I
asked if she was go ing to call se cu rity. She said she
would gladly do it if I walked away and came back with
an other SFLA leader.” …

Kristan Hawkins, pres i dent of Stu dents for Life of
Amer ica said in re sponse, “Planned Par ent hood is right
to be afraid of the Pro-Life Gen er a tion ask ing the tough
ques tions about Planned Par ent hood’s cor rup tion and
the waste of tax payer dol lars that the main stream me dia
will never ask. I’m proud that all my speak ing events are 
open to the pub lic, and in the past sev eral years I’ve
taken nu mer ous ques tions from pro-choice stu dents at
my speak ing events. Maybe Ce cile knows that she’ll be
con fronted with tough ques tions about Planned Par ent -
hood’s mis deeds that she’s been largely able to duck,
thanks to a sym pa thetic pro-choice me dia that does n’t
want to ask too many ques tions.”

A sim i lar sit u a tion hap pened in Feb ru ary at Penn
State Uni ver sity, when sev eral mem bers of Penn State
Stu dents for Life were pro hib ited from en ter ing an event 
with Ce cile Rich ards that was also ad ver tised as open to
the pub lic.

Lifenews.com
Oct. 23, 2018

Overrule Roe v. Wade

To day, in a fe tal-ho mi cide case de cided by the Al a -
bama Su preme Court, Jus tice Tom Parker urged the U.S. 
Su preme Court to over turn the Roe v. Wade abor tion de -
ci sion as it is a “con sti tu tional ab er ra tion” that hin ders
‘the states’ abil ity to pro tect the God-given re spect and
dig nity of un born hu man life.”

In Jessie Phillips v. State of Al a bama, the Al a bama
Su preme Court unan i mously af firmed the death pen alty
sen tence for Jessie Phillips, a man con victed of cap i tal
mur der for kill ing his wife and their un born child, Baby
Doe. Phillips had ar gued that he should not get the death 
pen alty for kill ing his un born child be cause he said the
child was not a “per son” un der Al a bama law. The Court
re jected Phillips’ ar gu ments and held that, un der Al a -
bama law, Baby Doe was a full “per son” and that “the
value of the life of an un born child is no less than the
value of the lives of other per sons.”

Re fer ring to the 1973 U.S. Su preme Court abor tion
de ci sion in Roe v. Wade, Jus tice Parker in his spe cial
concurrence wrote, “I urge the United States Su preme
Court to over rule this in creas ingly iso lated ex cep tion to



the rights of un born chil dren.”
Jus tice Parker wrote sep a rately to em pha size how

broadly and con sis tently the law and ju di cial de ci sions in 
Al a bama and around the coun try pro tect the rights of un -
born chil dren. This, Jus tice Parker said, con trasts with
“the con tin ued le gal anom aly and log i cal fal lacy that
is Roe v. Wade.”

In his opin ion, Jus tice Parker calls on the Su preme
Court to act: “It is my hope and prayer that the United
States Su preme Court will take note of the crescendoing
cho rus of the laws of the states in which un born chil dren
are given full le gal pro tec tion and al low the states to rec -
og nize and de fend the in alien able right to life pos sessed
by ev ery un born child, even when that right must trump
the ‘right’ of a woman to ob tain an abor tion.” By en sur -
ing broad le gal protections for un born chil dren, in clud -
ing un der Al a bama’s cap i tal mur der stat utes, Jus tice
Parker writes that “we af firm once again that un born chil -
dren are per sons with value and dig nity equal to that of
all per sons.”

Liberty Counsel
Oct. 19, 2018

Ed i tor’s Note:  Will you join with me in prayer that
le gal ized abor tion in this coun try be elim i nated?

Pennsylvania school district attacked
over ‘gender transition plans’: no
parental consent, privacy violations

The school dis trict of Haverford Town ship has a
harm ful pol icy that per mits school staff to fa cil i tate
so-called “tran si tion plans” for gen der-con fused stu dents 
us ing tax payer funds and with out pa ren tal con sent.  Pol -
icy 259 was adopted by the Haverford Town ship School
Board in 2017 and, as ad dressed in Lib erty Coun sel’s
letter to the school board, has vi o lated the law.

Pol icy 259 and its ad min is tra tive reg u la tion per mit
school staff to cre ate a so cial and med i cal “tran si tion”
plan for stu dents who are gen der-con fused and want hor -
mone drug in jec tions and “gen der re as sign ment” sur -
gery. This pol icy per mits the school to co or di nate with
health care pro vid ers and li censed pro fes sion als, seek
Medicaid fund ing, and file “health in sur ance claims,” all
with out in form ing par ents un til it is too late to re -
verse. School per son nel are gen er ally for bid den from
dis clos ing in for ma tion about a mi nor’s as serted “gen der
iden tity” to the stu dent’s own par ents/guard ians, with out
the con sent of the child.

Pol icy 259 also per mits gen der-con fused stu dents to
force other stu dents into op po site-sex room ing ar range -
ments on over night trips, with out no tice to or con sent by

other stu dents or their par ents. It also al lows gen der-con -
fused stu dents to use the restrooms, locker rooms, and
show ers of their choice. Stu dents, teach ers, and em ploy -
ees are also forced to adopt the be liefs of oth ers about sex 
and gen der, and to speak us ing only gen der pro nouns
con sis tent with other peo ple’s be liefs, in stead of ob jec -
tive re al ity.

Liberty Counsel

Obama claims credit for Donald
Trump’s ‘economic miracles’:
‘Remember who started it’

For mer Pres i dent Barack Obama took credit Mon day 
for what he called the “eco nomic mir a cles” hap pen ing
un der Pres i dent Trump.

In a speech to Ne vada Dem o crats, Mr. Obama de -
rided Mr. Trump, with out nam ing him, as merely be ing
handed off a boom ing econ omy by the pre vi ous pres i dent 
and con trasted that with his own in her i tance on the econ -
omy.

“By the time I left of fice wages were ris ing … pov -
erty was fall ing and that’s what I handed off to the next
guy,” he said be fore chuck ling. “So when you hear all
this talk about eco nomic mir a cles right now. Re mem ber
who started it. Re mem ber who started it! C’mon!”

gopusa
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So You Got Shingles!!!
More and more hos pi tals are run ning their

busi nesses like an as sem bly line.  One fel low
walked into the emer gency room, and the nurse
asked him what he had.  He said, “Shin gles.”  So
she took down his name, ad dress and med i cal in -
sur ance num ber and told him to have a seat.

Fif teen min utes later, a nurse’s aide came out
and asked what he had.  He said, “Shin gles.”  So
she took down his height, weight and a com plete
med i cal his tory and told him to wait in an ex am in -
ing room.

A half-hour later an other nurse came in and
asked him what he had.  He said, “Shin gles.”  So
she gave him a blood test, a blood pres sure test and 
an elec tro car dio gram and told him to take off his
clothes and wait for the doc tor.

An hour later, the doc tor came in and asked
him what he had.  He said, “Shin gles.”  

The doc tor asked, “Where?” 
He said, “Out side in the truck.  Where do you

want ‘em”?                                     Se lected 
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PLAYGROUND or BATTLEGROUND?

By Pas tor Ste ven Lombardo

FIGHT THE RIGHT FIGHT 

Evan ge list Vance Havner used to say that in a fight a 
bull-dog will al ways beat a skunk, but it just is n’t worth
it.  There are some fights that just aren’t worth it, some
bat tles that aren’t worth the ef fort.  But the Book of Jude
chal lenges the church to fight the right bat tle.  The
Chris tian life is not a play ground.  The Chris tian life is a
bat tle ground and, in creas ingly we see this in our cul -
ture.  The fun da men tal prin ci ples of the Word of God
are as sailed to day.  Many peo ple have dis carded foun da -
tional bib li cal truths.  Even a siz able num ber of
churches have re jected the Word of God for the word of
man and sin keeps flour ish ing.  What is it to fight the
good fight?  Jude provides some answers.

CONTEND EARNESTLY 

Jude be gins in verse 3, “Be loved, while I was mak -
ing ev ery ef fort to write you about our com mon sal va -
tion I felt the ne ces sity to write to you ap peal ing that you 
con tend ear nestly for the faith which was once for all
de liv ered to the saints.”  Jude thought he was go ing to
write a let ter to the church which would be a let ter for
de clar ing the de light of sal va tion.   But Jude did n’t do
that.  The Holy Spirit di rected him to an other area.  In -
stead of writ ing about the won der of God’s sal va tion,
which is a rather easy thing to do, Jude was called to the
very dif fi cult task of de fend ing the faith and call ing the
church to “con tend ear nestly” for the faith.  Those who
call the church to bat tle do not have an easy task.  Those
who call the church to bat tle are of ten not liked or ap pre -
ci ated.  But there is al ways a need for watchmen to
sound forth the warning.

Jude says, “I ex hort you to con tend ear nestly for
the faith.”   The word that is trans lated  “con tend ear -
nestly” is a word that was used to de scribe ath letes who
were in the con test and who were do ing their best, try ing 
very hard, ex ert ing all  kinds of ef fort and en ergy to win.  
It’s a word from which we get our Eng lish word ag o -
nize. To con tend ear nestly for any thing is to “ag o nize
over it,” to give it ev ery thing you have, to put your best
into it like the prize-win ning ath lete.  Jude says, “I ex -
hort you to con tend ear nestly for the faith which was
once for all de liv ered to the saints.”  The faith is com -
plete.  There’s noth ing to add to it; it’s the sound doc -
trine of the death burial, and res ur rec tion of Je sus
Christ.  The proc la ma tion that life is only to be found in
Him, as the Bi ble says, “He who has the Son, has life. 
He who has not the Son of God has not life” (1 John

5:12). It’s that body of truth called “the faith” for which
Jude says the church is to ear nestly con tend.  To “con -
tend ear nestly for the faith: is to pro claim the truth, live
it and never com pro mise.  It is n’t to beat some one over
the head with the Bi ble, but it is to speak the truth in
love.

FALSE BELIEVERS 

Why con tend?  Be cause there are dan gers that the
church must ad dress.  They were there in Jude’s day and
in ours as well.  Please note the three dan gers that Jude
pres ents in verse 4 of the text.  He says, “For cer tain
per sons have crept in un no ticed, those who were long
be fore hand marked out for this con dem na tion un godly
per sons.”  

The first dan ger to the church is the “pres ence of un -
godly per sons,” peo ple who had “crept” into the church. 
One trans la tor used the phrase “wormed their way in.” 
They came in se cretly.  They in fil trated the church and
they were “un godly.”  That is, they were “with out wor -
ship.”   They did not have rev er ence for God, and they
did not wor ship the Lord even though they pro fessed to
be be liev ers.  They were ‘with out wor ship.”  Here is a
very im por tant ques tion: Are you a true be liever or are
you “with out wor ship”?  Many peo ple be lieve they are
hon or ing God the Fa ther, but they do not know Je sus
Christ. “He who does not honor the Son does not honor
the Fa ther who sent Him” (John 5:23).  These un godly
per sons, Jude says, came in with out rev er ence for God
even though they ap peared to be Chris tians.  This is one
of the rea sons why the church in ev ery age has to be vig -
i lant, as the pres ence of un godly per sons can be leaven
that per me ates the whole fel low ship and causes nothing
but spiritual disaster. 

IMMORALITY ACCEPTED 

Also, these un godly per sons are char ac ter ized by an 
ab sence of sex ual or moral re straint.  This is the sec ond
dan ger.  They per vert the grace of our God into li cen -
tious ness, lit er ally ‘bla tant im mo ral ity.”  It’s an in ter est -
ing word that is trans lated here, li cen tious ness or
sen su al ity.  There are peo ple who, when they sin bla -
tantly, seek to cover their sin.  But this word does not re -
fer to peo ple like that.  This word re fers to peo ple who
do not hide their sin.  They have no sense of bib li cal mo -
ral ity.   But God’s grace is never a li cense to sin!  

May I ask you, are you ac cept ing things that per -
haps you would n’t have ac cepted five or ten years ago? 
Have you lost a sense of shame?  Jude is very con cerned
here for the church to be alert to the se ri ous ness of sin. 
But iron i cally in our cul ture, there are many who blush
to speak Je sus’ name – many who are ashamed of Je sus



but pre cious few who are ashamed of their sin.
We have chil dren grow ing up who do not know right

from wrong.  They need to know what sin is and the Sav -
ior Who died for their sin.  They must know of their ac -
count abil ity to God.  Ac cord ing to a study pub lished in
the jour nal of the Amer i can Med i cal As so ci a tion, more
than one in four teens are en gaged in sexting.  This is us -
ing so cial me dia or any elec tronic form to send sex u ally
ex plicit im ages, vid eos, or mes sages to an other per son. 
The heading in The Wash ing ton Post (Eli Rosenberg,
2/27/18) is even more dis turb ing: “Re lax, re search ers
say, it’s mostly nor mal.”  It is a sad com men tary on our
cul ture when per ver sion is now called “nor mal.”

Who will teach the chil dren the se ri ous ness of sin
and the sweet ness of Grace?  It won’t be ed u ca tion, it
won’t be the gov ern ment; it won’t be the pol i ti cians.  It
will only be the church of the Liv ing God, the church of
Je sus Christ.  It will only be the church that is an chored
on the Word of God pro claim ing truth that sets people
free!

THE ULTIMATE DENIAL 

Jude at the end of verse 4 re fers to a third dan ger:
“These peo ple deny our only Mas ter and Lord, Je sus
Christ.”  The es sence of un be lief is de nial of Je sus, that
He is, in fact, “the way, the truth, and the life and no one 
co mes to the Fa ther but by Him” John 14:6.

These are days when na tional trag e dies oc cur on a
reg u lar ba sis.  Right is wrong and wrong is right.  Je sus
Christ is blas phemed by pol i ti cians and en ter tain ers
alike.  What will it take to turn things around? Things
will only change when peo ple’s hearts are changed by the 
liv ing God, by the Lord Je sus Christ.   We can’t look for
help any place else.  It is only changed hearts that ev i -
dence changed lives.  This through the blood of Je sus
Christ shed on the Cross for sin and for sin ners.  If Je sus
is de nied, there is no hope.  Peo ple deny Je sus to their
own destruction in hell!

SET THE WORLD ON FIRE 

It was John Wes ley, the itin er ant preacher of over
two cen tu ries ago, who said, “Give me three hun dred
men who fear  noth ing but God, who hate noth ing but sin
and are de ter mined to know noth ing among men but Je -
sus Christ and Him cru ci fied, and I’ll set the world on
fire.”  Are you will ing to be one of these per sons who
fears noth ing but the Lord, who hates noth ing but sin, and 
is de ter mined to know noth ing but Je sus Christ and Him
cru ci fied?  Or would you deny Je sus?

THIS IS YOUR WAKE-UP CALL 

Jude’s mes sage is a wake-up call to the church.  We

sing “On ward Chris tian Sol diers” in our wor ship ser -
vices.  But D. L. Moody did not want his so lo ist to sing
this hymn in his evan ge lis tic ser vices be cause he be -
lieved the church was any thing but a vic to ri ous army
march ing into bat tle.  Rather, it was weak and timid. 
What would he think of to day’s church?  Sol diers are
sup posed to be alert, ea ger to show cour age for their
com mander in chief.  Are you willing to be such a sol dier
in the Lord’s army?  Of course, we know our cour age is
be cause of the ONE who lives in us.

GOD PLEASERS

We con tend with His strength!  His WORD is the
sword we wield!  The Holy Spirit is the power we un -
leash!  Not ev ery one will agree with you.  There will be
those who will be up set, of fended by you.  But it is the
Gos pel that of fends, for it slays hu man pride and points
to the Cross.  Peo ple will write you off as judg men tal or
in tol er ant.  But what does God say?  We are not called to
please peo ple; we are called to please Him, to fight the
good fight as the Apos tle Paul did (2 Tim o thy 4:7).  To do 
so with love and con vic tion, in the power of the holy
Spirit.  The Glory of the Lord Je sus Christ and the sal va -
tion of souls is, in deed, worth the bat tle! 

The Vine and Branches, Fall 2018

Ed i tor’s Note: Mar tin Lu ther said: “If I pro fess with
loud est voice and clear est ex po si tion ev ery por tion of the 
truth of God ex cept that lit tle point which the world and
the Devil are at that mo ment at tack ing, I am not con fess -
ing Christ, how ever boldly I may be pro fess ing Christ. 
Where the bat tle rages there the loy alty of the sol dier is
proved, and to be steady on all the bat tle field be sides is
mere flight and dis grace if he flinches at that point.” 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Victory

When you need:

The wall to fall

The sea to part

The mountains to move

The rain to start

The chains to break

The enemy to flee

The storms to cease…
              Un known 
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The Burning Bush – Part IV
This is the fourth and fi nal article in a se ries about the
en coun ter of Mo ses with God at the Burn ing Bush in
Ex o dus chap ter three.  This en coun ter will show us the
char ac ter and na ture of God.  This should be the goal of
ev ery true Chris tian – To know God for Who He is in
His fulness – as ex pressed in John 17:3, “And this is
eter nal life, that they may know Thee, the only true God,
and Je sus Christ whom Thou hast sent.”

In the He brew cul ture, the names given to peo ple
and things rep re sent what they are (or should be).  The
name Ja cob meant Sup planter or de ceiver, but was
changed to Is rael (mean ing Wres tler or con tender with
God) when he wres tled with God.  Elimelech means
“My God is King,” Eli jah means “My God is the Lord,”
and Beth le hem means “House of Bread.”  In Ex o dus
3:14-15, God re veals His Name for all time:  God’s
Name is I AM.

God’s Name Stated

Mo ses has had this amaz ing en coun ter with the
Lord.  He has seen a bush ablaze with the glory of God –
Burn ing and yet not con sumed.  He has heard the Lord
speak to him to take off his san dals be cause he is on holy 
ground.  He has heard the Lord re spond to the cries of
the peo ple.  All of this has hap pened when God  com -
mis sioned him to be the De liv erer (v. 10)

All of the sud den the fo cus goes from the Lord to
Mo ses!  So Mo ses asks God two ques tions:  1)  Who Am 
I? (v. 11)  This is the nat u ral re sponse when pre sented
with an im pos si ble task in God’s King dom.  Why
should Pha raoh lis ten to me?  This was my re sponse
when God called me to the min is try:  “God, You’ve got
the wrong ad dress!”  Well, God said that He did n’t have
the wrong ad dress.  An at ti tude of hu mil ity is good to
have be fore God.

God does n’t an swer this ques tion of Mo ses.  (v. 12)
Don’t worry about who you are be cause the se cret is n’t
in your abil i ties, rather God tells Mo ses that He will be
with Him.  It will be God de liv er ing His peo ple, Mo ses
will only be the hu man in stru ment

This then leads to the sec ond ques tion: 2)
Who Are You? (v. 13) – What is your Name?  Re mem -
ber that the Name re flects the char ac ter.  So when Mo ses 
is ask ing God His Per sonal Name, he is seek ing to find
out Who this God Is.  Pre vi ous to this, God had been
iden ti fied by dif fer ent ti tles which re flected parts of His
char ac ter.  Elohim (trans lated as “God”) means the
Strong One; El Shaddai is trans lated as  “God Most
High.

But now God is go ing to re veal what His per sonal
name is:  I AM WHO I AM (v. 14)

This seems strange to an swer such a ques tion this
way.  His name is not Bill, George or Ralph – But I AM. 
Re mem ber that the Name re flects the char ac ter.  So
God’s an swer is n’t just what we will ad dress Him by,
but Who He is in His Na ture and Char ac ter.

God’s Name Ex plained

This an swer re veals to us dif fer ent fac ets of God.  
 1)  He is Eter nal.  From eter nity past to eter nity fu ture, 
God Was, Is and Ever shall be.  He is “From ev er last ing
to ev er last ing” (Ps. 90:2).  This is a Per son i fi ca tion of
the verb “To Be” – an Eter nal Pres ent (Not I WAS).  Our
fi nite minds can’t re ally grasp that in eter nity past – be -
fore the heav ens and the earth were cre ated – there was
God.  He had no be gin ning and will have no end.

2)  He is Self-Ex is tent – I am.  He is Un-cre ated.  No 
one or no thing brought Him into ex is tence like we have
been.  Ev ery thing in our di men sion had a point in time
when some one else brought things into ex is tence.  For
us, it was our par ents.  The same hap pened with the an i -
mal life.  Even in the nat u ral world, trees and plants had
a be gin ning when the seed sprouted.  But not so with
God – He is en tirely Self-Suf fi cient.  He is In de pend ent
of any one else for be ing and ex is tence.

3)  He is Change less – I Am Who I AM.  He is con -
tin u ally the same.  Ev ery thing to day is chang ing.  Just
look around at what so ci ety is like to day ver sus just a
few years ago.  Po lit i cal can di dates run on the plat form
that “We NEED A Change!”  But not so with God:  He is 
eter nally the same – I AM WHO I AM.  That is so good
to know be cause what God has stated will al ways be the
same for Him.  Ev ery prom ise re corded in Scrip ture will 
al ways be in force and the rules will never change.  God
will eter nally stand be hind ev ery prom ise of Scrip ture
with His im mu ta ble char ac ter.  Think es pe cially of the
prom ise of sal va tion in Je sus:  God stands be hind that
and never changes.  Think what it would be like to get to
the Judg ment Day and God were to say, “Well, I
changed my mind about sal va tion and it’s not just
through faith in Je sus any lon ger!” You would miss it
be cause God changed the re quire ments for sal va tion! 
That is why it is good to know that God is Change less
and so are His ways and His Word:  It stands es tab lished
for ever and will never change – Be cause God never
changes.

4)  He Alone is the Source of all that is and has life,
mean ing and ex is tence.  God alone ex isted be fore any -
thing else was.  He alone is the cre ator of all things.
Since He alone was pres ent in eter nity past, noth ing can
ex ist apart from Him.  God has be ing in and of Him self



and is the source of all that has life to day.  In Acts
17:25-28 we read,  “He Him self gives to all life and
breath and all things;  and He made from one, ev ery na -
tion of man kind to live on all the face of the earth, hav ing
de ter mined their ap pointed times, and the bound aries of
their hab i ta tion,  that they should seek God, if per haps
they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not
far from each one of us;  for in Him we live and move and
ex ist.”

5)  God is Sin gu lar.  In the con text, God is send ing
Mo ses to Pha raoh to con front him and his many gods. 
The Egyp tians set much store in the names of their many
gods.  Ra was the Swift Sun God and Am mon was the
Con cealed God.  In fact, every one of the 10 plagues was
an at tack upon one of Egypt’s gods.  Over and against the
mul ti ple gods of the Egyp tians is the God of Is rael – I Am 
(Sin gu lar).  We don’t have to seek out a dif fer ent god to
fit a dif fer ent sit u a tion.  Israel went af ter Baal for the
crops and Ashteroth for fer til ity.  We have the one and
only true God, all oth ers are false and pow er less to ef fect
real help.  What a state ment this is even to our cul ture to -
day that be lieves that all re li gions and gods are equal and
ac cept able, when God states that He alone is the I AM.

6)  This Name also means that He is a Cov e nant-
mak ing God.  God has al ready stated that He will come to 
the aid of His peo ple.  (v. 7)  He will en ter into a bind ing
re la tion ship with His peo ple which is called a Cov e nant. 
It will be this di vine name that He will back it up with. 
Ex o dus 6:2-4  states, “God spoke fur ther to Mo ses and
said to him, “I am the LORD;  and I ap peared to Abra -
ham, Isaac, and Ja cob, as God Al mighty, but by My
name, LORD, I did not make My self known to them.  And
I also es tab lished My cov e nant with them, to give them
the land of Ca naan, the land in which they so journed.”

This state ment of God de fies the cur rent sci en tific
the ory of the Big Bang and Evo lu tion.  Sci ence says that
be fore the Big Bang there was noth ing, and noth ing had
“Spon ta ne ous Gen er a tion.”  That is ab so lute non sense
and is ab so lutely im pos si ble for noth ing to cre ate some -
thing.  But God says that be fore all things were there – I
AM – God Was, and God brought all things into be ing. 
Keep in mind that this me mo rial name of God is un cer -
tain in its pro nun ci a tion because of the way that orig i nal
He brew was writ ten.  The vo cal iza tion of the Name has
been lost and is un cer tain.  Some have guessed Yahweh
or Je ho vah, but since we don’t want to take God’s Name
in vain, I feel it is best to leave it alone and call Him “The
Lord.”

God’s Name Per son i fied

This Per sonal Name of God – I AM – will be His per -
sonal Me mo rial Name to all Gen er a tions, (v. 15).  When

Je sus showed up in the New Tes ta ment, He stated that He 
was THIS VERY GOD WITH THIS VERY TITLE!  He
said, “Be fore Abra ham was, I AM.” (Jhn. 8:58)  In fact,
in the Gos pel of John, Je sus stated 8 times di rectly that
He was I AM.  He also stated 7 times us ing the I AM in
con junc tion with other things, as “I Am the Bread of
Life.” (Jhn. 6:35)   The Greek con struc tion shows us that
Je sus used that great ti tle in those kind of state ments.

So all of the at trib utes of God’s Char ac ter and Na ture 
of His I AM state ments are now ours in Je sus.  He is Eter -
nal – Self-Suf fi cient – Change less – The Source of all life 
and Hope.  The very char ac ter and na ture of God are all
summed up in Je sus FOR US, because Je sus is “The One
who was, and is and is to come, the Al mighty.” (Rev. 1:8)  
He is not just an im per sonal force or sim ply a “Higher
Power,” He is the Liv ing Al mighty Lord and has the
Power to save you to the ut ter most and for give your sins.

CONCLUSION

God’s State ment that He is I AM WHO I AM sep a -
rates Him from ev ery one and ev ery thing else.  He states
that His eter nal at trib utes and char ac ter are all summed
up in this state ment.  This is re al ized ul ti mately in the
per son of Je sus Christ – The Great I AM in the flesh.  He
will be all of that to you if you have faith in Him.

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds. 
Thy righteousness is like the great

mountains; thy judgments are a great deep
Psalm 36:5-6.

The psalm ist praises the great ness of God.  He con -
sid ers His mercy, His faith ful ness, His righ teous ness.  Or
to say it in oth ers words, God’s love, God’s
unchangeableness, God’s ho li ness, and God’s wisdom.

In splen did po etic pic tures he de scribes God’s at trib -
utes.  God’s un change able love is high as the heav ens
with its dis tant clouds.  God’s righ teous ness and ho li ness
are im mov able like the great moun tains.  God’s wis dom
is like a mighty deep.

We make our con cep tions of God too small.  We form 
Him in our own im age.  We do not see Him as He re ally is 
un til we have caught sight of His great ness.

Streams of Gladness, Fredrik Wisloff, © 1958
Augsburg Publishing House.  
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Dear Friends …
“These are the times that try men’s souls!”  When

the great Amer i can pa triot Thomas Paine wrote these
words, our fledg ling na tion was seek ing free dom from
tyr anny dur ing the Rev o lu tion ary War.  Paine’s words
are just as ap pro pri ate to day as they were when he first
penned them in his fa mous work The Amer i can Cri sis in 
1776.  The United States of Amer ica is be ing led to its
de mise and de struc tion by un godly and wicked pol i ti -
cians whose core prin ci ples, val ues and be liefs are com -
pletely con trary to those held by our Found ing Fa thers. 
The United States Con sti tu tion, which should be re -
vered by ev ery per son liv ing in Amer ica is be ing un rav -
eled, scorned and ig nored by those who have sworn to
up hold it.  If ever there was a time for the Amer i can
peo ple to wake up, speak up and stand up, that time is
now!  …

Most of the cur rent po lit i cal dis cus sions are about
how to save the econ omy.”  As im por tant as a sound
econ omy may be, that alone will have lit tle ef fect on the
pres er va tion of our na tion, un less we do some thing
about our spir i tual bank ruptcy. Noth ing dem on strates
our na tion’s spir i tual bank ruptcy more than re cent at -
tempts by the … and left-wing rad i cals to force women
and chil dren to share restrooms and locker rooms in
schools and pub lic places with trans sex u als and other
per verts.  A (fairly) re cent ed i to rial in the Char lotte Ob -
server de clared that “lit tle girls need to get used to see -
ing male gen i ta lia.” The left ists have fi nally scraped the
bot tom of the cul tural cess pool.  Paul’s words come to
mind: “Pro fess ing them selves to be wise, they have be -
come fools…there fore God gave them” Romans
1:22-32. 

“One na tion un der God” is not just a phrase in our
na tion’s pledge of al le giance; nor is “In God We Trust”
sim ply our na tion’s motto.  Both must be lived out if our
na tion is to sur vive to the end of the pres ent cen tury. 
Deep within the heart of ev ery true Chris tian beats the
un ceas ing de sire to see our na tion re pent and turn back
to the God of our Fa thers even as we ear nestly pray that
lib erty, free dom and jus tice will be pre served for our
pos ter ity.  But re gard less of what hap pens, let us cling to 
the great prom ise of Scrip ture: “For God has not given
us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a
sound mind” 2 Tim o thy 1:7.  NEVER FORGET, —
With God we’re on the win ning side of all things, all the
time.  …

(Pastor) David and Mary Barnhart, 
Abiding Word Ministries 

Ed i tor’s Note: I am in agree ment with what has been 
stated in the above let ter. With all that is hap pen ing to -

day in our USA and be yond and in many of the churches 
in our day, even among some ‘evan gel i cal’ churches, we 
of the Morn ing Glory/Hauge Lu theran Innermission
Fed er a tion  are com mit ted in keep ing YOU in formed,
en cour aged and mo ti vated to stand for the Truth when
wrong is pop u lar.  How ever, we need your prayer and fi -
nan cial sup port to keep this faith min is try go ing.  YES,
in these crit i cal days/time, feel free to use the en closed
en ve lope to make your tax-de duct ible con tri bu tion to
Hauge Lu theran Innermisison Fed er a tion.  What ever
the Lord leads you to give will be greatly ap pre ci ated. 
GOD BLESS YOU AND GOD BLESS THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA AND BEYOND!

Co-Work ers with God

(con tin ued from last Morn ing Glory)

“For we are God’s fel low-work ers; ye are God’s
hus bandry, God’s build ing.”  1 Co rin thi ans 3:9

The very heart of our text seems to in di cate that
only a part of God’s peo ple are His fel low-ser vants; the
rest seem to be the field to be cul ti vated and the build ing
to be built.  This would be our con clu sion if we had only
one state ment from the Word of God about it.  We know
from other verses in the Scrip tures that ev ery Chris tian
is a co-worker with God.  We shall quote only the
well-known state ment by Pe ter: “But ye are an elect
race, a royal priest hood, a holy na tion, a  peo ple of
God’s own pos ses sion, that ye may show forth the ex cel -
len cies of Him who called you out of dark ness into His
mar vel ous light”1 Pe ter 2:9. 

We are His peo ple, a royal priest hood, that we may
de clare His won der ful work.  All God’s chil dren are
called to be His co-work ers.  All of us have gifts of grace 
and gifts of na ture with which we are to serve God in
this world.  He who bur ies his tal ent with the thought
that he is thus free from re spon si bil ity shall one day dis -
cover that he was mistaken.

But how are we to un der stand the verse of our text
which de clares that the Chris tians in Cor inth are God’s
hus bandry or tilled ground and God’s build ing?

We may per haps most ap pro pri ately ap ply this
state ment to Chris tians who have just been blasted from
the solid rock of hea then dom.  They are as the wil der -
ness which has just be gun to be plowed.  To blast hu man 
be ings from the rock of the world and build of them a
house of God, to change the wil der ness of the soul into
suit able soil for the Gos pel Seed, is a part of our task as
fel low-work ers with God.

The Co rin thi ans were on such solid rock and wil -



der ness soil when Paul and Apollos came to them.  But
they were trans formed into liv ing chil dren of God and
were built into a spir i tual tem ple.  Fur ther more, we know
that as we work to gether with God, He con tin ues to work
in us.  We grow in grace and in the knowl edge of Christ. 
The branch that bears fruit He cleanses, that it might bear
more fruit. 

Spirit and Power, by Ludvig Hope,
1959 Copyright © HLIF 

The PERFECT BALANCE 
Of Our SOLAR SYSTEM

By Frank Sherwin, M.A. 

For de cades it has been some what of a mys tery to
sec u lar ists as to why our so lar sys tem is struc tured the
way it is; the four gas gi ants – Sat urn and Ju pi ter, com -
posed mainly of he lium and hy dro gen, and Ura nus and
Nep tune – or bit ing far away from the sun, and the four
smaller rocky plan ets, the terrestrials – Mer cury, Ve nus,
Earth, and Mars – or bit ing much closer to the Sun.

As tron o mers are puz zled that other re cently dis cov -
ered plan e tary sys tems look so dif fer ent from ours.  An
evo lu tion ist stated, “There are so many sur prises in this
field – al most noth ing is turn ing out as we ex pected.”  In -
deed, for the sec u lar as tron o mer, ba sic planet con struc -
tion is caught on the horns of a dilemma.

The pre dic a ment is this: Planet for ma tion must oc cur 
quickly be fore the protoplanet is pulled into the star it’s
or bit ing, but get ting tiny bits of protoplanet dust to join
up into nice, round spheres and thence into a proper
planet has not been found to work.  Many stars in our
Milky Way pos sess spin ning disks of mat ter – or bit ing
gas and dust – but there are three sig nif i cant prob lems in
form ing plan ets from these in gre di ents: death spi rals, ac -
cre tion (the grad ual growth of plan ets by the ac cu mu la -
tion of de bris), and tur bu lence.  The build ing of plan ets
large and small is an enigma, and “many as pects of the
for ma tion of the gi ant plan ets re main un re solved.”  An
evo lu tion ist writ ing in the pres ti gious Na ture journal
stated, 

The dis cov ery of thou sands of star sys tems wildly
dif fer ent from our own has de mol ished ideas about how
plan ets form.  As tron o mers are search ing for a whole
new theory.  

But even if our neigh bor ing plan ets some how
formed quickly from ac cu mu lat ing space dust, re cently
dis cov ered exposlanets (ex tra so lar plan ets) have
changed sec u lar so lar sys tem for ma tion the ory.  Our is
cer tainly unique: “To day we know that plan e tary sys tems 
are quite com mon, but in many cases the ones we see dif -

fer sig nif i cantly from our own.”  Finkbeiner con curs,
stat ing, “Per haps the big gest ques tion is why our Solar
System is so different.”

Ex cep tional star sys tems re quire, well, an ex cep -
tional star.

There are many fac tors that would make a star sys -
tem too hos tile for life to even get started, yet alone sur -
vive for any pe riod long enough to evolve.  So what sort
of star pro vides the per fect con di tions for a hab it able
planet else where in the universe?”

It so hap pens our Sun pro vides the per fect con di -
tions.  It’s not too small (i.e., too dim or too cool) or too
big (pro duc ing un for tu nate charbroiled re sults from sim -
ply be ing too hot). Com pared to the in tense and vi o lent
ac tiv ity seen on other stars, our sun is re mark ably
even-tem pered and well-man nered – it does n’t flare or
pulse like other stars.  When so lar flares do oc cur, they
are not so vi o lent as to va por ize our oceans… or worse.

On the lo cal level, our moon is equally amaz ing,
lead ing two sec u lar au thors to ask “Who built the
Moon?”  Knight and but ler state, “The Moon is 400 times 
smaller than the star at the cen ter of our so lar sys tem, yet
it is also 1/400th of the dis tance be tween the Earth and the 
Sun.”  Con se quently, the moon and sun ap pear ex actly
the same size in Earth’s sky – mak ing pre cise so lar
eclipses pos si ble.  The au thors also say, “By some ab so -
lutely in com pre hen si ble quirk of na ture, the Moon also
man ages to pre cisely im i tate the per ceived an nual
movements of the Sun each month.”

Acts & Facts by Institute for Creation Research &
references omitted; December, 2015 © Copyright with

permission.

MY GUIDE 

I know not the way I am go ing, 

But well do I know my Guide!

With a child like faith do I give my hand 

To the mighty Friend by my side.

And the only thing that I say to Him

As He takes it, is, Hold it fast!

Suf fer me not to lose the way, 

And lead me home at last. 

Faith, Prayer & Tract League, Grand Rap ids, MI 
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WHAT WE BELIEVE: 
The Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a -

tion/Morn ing Glory be lieves:

The Bi ble is the In spired, Inerrant and In fal -
li ble WORD of GOD

“All Scrip ture is given by in spi ra tion
(in-breathed) of God, and is prof it able for doc trine,
for re proof, for cor rec tion, for in struc tion in righ -
teous ness; that the man of God may be com plete,
thor oughly equipped for ev ery good work.” II Tim o -
thy 3:14-15, – Psalm 119:89, II Pe ter 1:21, Prov erbs 
30:5-6.

Je sus Christ is the Only Way of Sal va tion 
“Nor is there sal va tion in any other, for there is

no other name un der heaven given among men by
which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12, John 3:16,
14:6, 3:18, 36, Mat thew 7:13-14.

Chris tians are the Salt and Light in this Sin -
ful World

“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses
its fla vor, how shall it be sea soned?  It is then good
for noth ing but to be thrown out and tram pled un der -
foot by men.  You are the light of the word.  A city
that is set on a hill can not be hid den.’” Mat thew
5:13-14, …

We are a Piet ist ic, Lu theran & Free Faith
Move ment

Sal va tion is a Gift from GOD through His Son
Je sus Christ.  “For by grace you have been saved
through faith and that not of your selves; it is the gift
of God, not of works, lest any one should boast.”
Ephe sians 2:8-9, – Ti tus 3:5, Isa iah 64:6.  

That GOD is one God, who is a Tri une God:
Fa ther, Son and Holy Spirit.  (Please note in Gen e -
sis 1:26 (let us). Deut. 6:4, Is. 44:6, Is. 57:15, John
10:30, Col. 2:9, John 14:9, 16-17, 26 Acts 2:38-39,
John 1.

That Bap tism is a work of God that pro vides
sal va tion, but that this gift re ceived pas sively in in -
fancy must be per son ally ac cepted ac tively by the in -
di vid ual in a con scious, con firm ing way, at an early
age called ac count abil ity, or the gift of Sal va tion will 
be lost!  No tice also what age cir cum ci sion was to be
in the Old Tes ta ment (eight days); but we are not un -
der the Law nor is cir cum ci sion is Bap tism!  Bap tism 
was not in sti tuted as a Sac ra ment un til af ter the res -
ur rec tion of Je sus Christ, and even be fore this Je sus
would take ‘lit tle ones’ in His arms and bless them –
so why can they not re ceive more as a gift? 

Galatians 3:24, Acts 2:38-39, John 1:12-13, 1 Pe ter
3:21 Romans 10:13, Matt. 10:32-33.  But please
keep in mind that each per son must con sciously ac -
cept Je sus and His free gift for them selves or else all
is LOST AS “we” Be lieve in: 

EXPERIENCED SALVATION, CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, SIMPLICITY IN WORSHIP 

We are Seek ing to be a ‘bib li cally’ based pe ri -
od i cal. Will you help us get more sub scrib ers on the
mail ing list of the Morn ing Glory?

What an op por tu nity now at the Christ mas Sea -
son to ex press your con cern and love to in di vid u als!

IN the Morn ing Glory you’ll find food for your
soul and strength to be an overcomer in the dark days 
ahead. 

WHAT a “Christ mas Gift” that goes on and ON
with God’s Eter nal Seed, as we wa ter and plant and
GOD gives the In crease!

Merry Christ mas to you all!


