
Transformed by the Word
The pro pri etor of a suc cess ful busi ness, Nandak, 
gave all the credit to his gods.  There used to be
lit tle hope in Nandak’s life: his fa ther had died

when he was in the 10th grade, leav ing
Nandak’s mother alone to pro vide for her two

sons.

andak dropped out of school and took upon him self
the bur den of pro vid ing for his mother and youn ger
brother.

He got mar ried and started a busi ness sell ing fur ni -
ture.  This ven ture brought in enough money to meet all of
the fam ily’s needs.  At trib ut ing the suc cess to their gods
and god desses, Nandak and his fam ily wor shiped them
faithfully.

How ever, Nandak be gan spi ral ing down into a dark
pit.  He started spend ing time drink ing with his friends. 
As this de struc tive habit grew worse, both Nandak’s wife
and his mother pleaded with him to stop, but their words
fell on deaf ears.

It was dur ing this time that Probhat, a Gos pel for
Asia-sup ported pas tor, be gan tak ing a team of be liev ers to
share the Good News among unreached vil lages in the
area.  When Pas tor Prabhat stopped at Nandak’s house, the 
young man was n’t home.  So Prabhat left a New Tes ta -
ment with Nandak’s wife and mother.  When Nanadak
came home that eve ning, he no ticed the Bi ble on the ta ble.  
Not know ing what the book was about, how ever, he didn’t 
read it.

Sleep less Nights Cause Him to Read the Bi ble

A few days later, Nandak came down with a sick ness
that left him bed rid den for days.  De mons tor mented him

at night, rob bing him com pletely of sleep.  He went to a
doc tor and of fered spe cial sac ri fices to the gods, but he
did n’t get any better.  Stuck in bed, Nandak picked up the
New Tes ta ment left by Pas tor Prabhat and be gan to read. 
The sto ries in the book of Mat thew amazed him.  Read ing
about the many heal ings of Je sus, Nandak was im pressed
by Je sus’ power, and he wanted Je sus to heal him too.  

When news came that the pas tor was back in his vil -
lage, Nandak sent for him.

Pas tor Prabhat was over joyed to know that Nandak
had been read ing the Bi ble.  He came and prayed for
Nandak and chal lenged him to keep read ing ev ery day.

A Changed Life

This was not a prob lem for Nandak; he was learn ing
so much.  When he stopped wor ship ing the gods and god -
desses of his tra di tional faith, the other vil lag ers be came
up set.  His mother and brother moved out, which sad -
dened him.  But Nandak no ticed that the more he read the
Bi ble, the better he felt.  As Je sus be gan trans form ing his
heart, he stopped drinking.

Within a month, peo ple could see the pos i tive changes 
in Nandak’s life.  His wife de cided to fol low Je sus too. 
The cou ple in vited Pas tor Prabhat to their home to pray
for them, and they also be gan host ing a weekly prayer
meeting.

As the whole vil lage heard about the prayer meet ings
and the power of Je sus to trans form lives, peo ple’s hearts
be gan soft en ing.  Two more fam i lies de cided to come to
pray, and they have since em braced the love of Je sus —
along with Nandak’s mother and brother.

“I re mem ber al ways try ing to im prove my self to earn
love and re spect from ev ery one around me,” Nandak says, 
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“I started drink ing al co hol, I
thought I was so cool.  But in re -
al ity, I was men tally, emo tion -
ally, phys i cally and spir i tu ally
un healthy.  I thought I was just
par ty ing and hav ing fun, but I
was re ally de stroy ing my self.  I
want to thank the Lord for the
grace and mercy He showed in
my life by send ing His Word to
my home through His servant.”

Thank you for shar ing God’s 
Word with the peo ple of South
Asia!  Through one New Tes ta -
ment, mul ti ple fam i lies have
found new life, and an en tire
unreached vil lage has come to
know about Je sus’ love.

Taken from Harvest, Gospel for 
Asia Ministry Letter,

Copyright - 2012

Ed i tor’s Note:  Yes, men,
women, chil dren across the
world are ex pe ri enc ing the trans -
form ing power of God’s Word in
their lives!  Praise the LORD! 
PSALM 19:7 - 14, LUKE
15:6-7.  Spir i tu ally IF you see
your self as a lost sin ner: Try
JESUS as HE saves, keeps and
sat is fies!  Luke 19:10.
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Christ and the Four Thieves
“The thief com eth not, but for to steal, and to kill,

and to de stroy: I am come that they might have
life, and that they might have it more abun -

dantly.” John 10:10

There were four thieves closely in volved in the events
sur round ing the cru ci fix ion of the Lord Je sus Christ. The
first of these was one of His own dis ci ples.  “(Ju das) was a
thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein” John
12:6.   It was Ju das, of course, who be trayed Christ, fa cil i -
tat ing His ar rest and con vic tion.

The sec ond was not only a thief, but also rev o lu tion ary
and a mur derer.  “Barabbas …who had com mit ted mur der
in the in sur rec tion …was a rob ber” (Mark 15:7, John
18:40).  This con victed crim i nal, ap pointed to death, was re -
leased and Je sus con demned in his stead.  Thus, Barabbas
ben e fit ted tem po rarily from Christ, re ceiv ing an un ex -
pected and un de served lib erty be cause Christ was will ing to 
go to the cross.

“Then were there two thieves cru ci fied with him.” Mat -
thew 27:38.  Their names are not given in the Bi ble, but
their at ti tudes to ward Christ, and there fore their ul ti mate
des ti nies, were di a met ri cally dif fer ent.  One of them be rated 
Christ, say ing, “If thou be Christ, save thy self and us” Luke
23:39.

The fourth thief, on the other hand, be lieved Christ, and
there fore heard His sav ing words: “To day shalt thou be with 
me in par a dise” Luke 23:43.

All were thieves de serv ing pun ish ment.  One was a be -
trayer, end ing his life in sui cide; one was a ben e fi ciary,
though only for a time; one was a berater, des tined for hell;
but one was a be liever, re ceiv ing sal va tion and eter nal life. 
Je sus, who re ceived the pen alty for thiev ery, can save even
the thief, for He came “that they might have life, and might
have it more abun dantly.”  Henry M. Mor ris, Ph.D.

Taken from Days of Praise, Institute for Creation
Research

Copyright, 2012, Per mis sion Granted

Re joice in the Lord al ways; again I will
say, Re joice!

Philippians 4:4

ARE you happy in the Lord?
I am not ask ing whether you are seek ing God, pray ing

to God, read ing about God, hear ing about God, talk ing
about God, de bat ing God, nor  am I ask ing you whether you
have an awe of God or whether you fear Him.

I am ask ing: Are you happy in God?
Per haps you must an swer in the neg a tive.
Tell me one thing: Have you never won dered at this?
You en joy other peo ple.  You en joy an i mals.  You en joy

na ture and art.  And you en joy money.  But God, your Cre -
ator, your Fa ther, Him you do not en joy.

Have you never said to your self that this shows that
there must be some thing wrong with you, in fact, some thing 
rad i cally wrong?  Have you never felt that this is ab nor mal?

Un doubt edly you know that the Bi ble says that you are
an en emy of God.  “The mind of the flesh is en mity against
God, it says. 

No doubt some peo ple here and there are in their own
minds qui etly pro test ing against this and say ing: “No, it
can not be said that I am an en emy of God, even though I am
not par tic u larly in ti mate with Him.”

But some will ac knowl edge the truth and say: “I am not
happy in God.  I have tried to en joy God, but I do not suc -
ceed.  And I do not know what to do about it.”

God will take care of that for you, my friend.
You just do what He asks you to do: ac knowl edge be -

fore God that you do not love Him.  And He will for give, for 
Je sus’ sake, this great sin of yours, the most ter ri ble sin of
all!  The ba sic sin, the sin for which Je sus shed His life -
blood.

And when He has for given you your sin, He will give
you His Holy Spirit.  And an en tirely new joy will en ter into
your life: re joic ing in the Lord.  Re joic ing that your name is
writ ten in the book of life!

Taken from God’s Word for Today, by O. Hallesby    
Copyright, 1994, Augsburg Fortress - Permission Granted.

A person, all wrapped up in
themselves, makes a small

package!
Let the righteous smite; it shall be a
kindness: and let him reprove me.

Psalm 141:5.
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Ed i to rial 
RES

God’s Per sonal Love Letter
Please prayer fully read 1 Thessalonians 5:1 - 12  

(ALWAYS ask the Holy Spirit to open the Scrip tures to YOU)

In a right ful sense ‘all of Scrip ture’ is a ‘love let ter’
(God’s Grace) to you; but at times it is so very per sonal.
HE tells things just ac tu ally as they are, be cause HE
loves you that much!

Nat u rally there is no ques tion of whom God has in mind
as HE took holy men of old, by the Holy Spirit, and in -
spired them to write for our ben e fit.  The en tire BIBLE! 
With that in def i nite ‘fo cus’, there is no ques tion of
whom our text is es pe cially for to day.  Did you no tice the 
word ‘you’ eleven times, and the words ‘us’ and ‘ we’
nine times, and the word Breth ren three times?  (Those
of the house hold of faith).  

Then please note when the very sig nif i cant word ‘but’
ap pears in Holy Scrip ture and es pe cially so when it says
‘but God’, for then a mir a cle is just around the cor ner.

Al most al ways on a new day of GRACE, one of the first
things I do is check the ‘weather map’ to see what the
weather fore caster pre dicts for the day and on.  “He an -
swered and said to them, ‘When it is eve ning you say, it
will be fair weather, for the sky is red; and in the morn -
ing, it will be foul weather to day, for the sky is red and
threat en ing!  Hyp o crites!  You know how to dis cern the
face of the sky, but you can not dis cern the signs of the
times” Mat thew 16:2-3, 16:6, 11-12, 24:4-5, 24:24, 3:8,
7:16 - 20, etc.

As you no tice God never wants His chil dren to be come
com pla cent nor in dif fer ent in verse one, but def i nitely
want us to be spir i tual ‘sign read ers’: just like ‘spir i tual
fruit in spec tors’, es pe cially so in the lat ter days!

Now a sign is not the ‘event’ in it self, but an in di ca tion of 
what is go ing to day place (like a high way sign of an up
com ing curve or speed limit).  Now in Scrip ture, a sign
can be ful filled at ab so lute min i mum at least once.  Ev -
ery thing will hap pen just as God said it would.

It is very in ter est ing as Je sus speaks of His com ing (rap -
ture) as a ‘thief in the night’.  For me there is a dif fer ence
be tween a ‘rob ber’ and a ‘thief’; for a rob ber co mes bold 
and bra zen (openly) and a ‘thief’ makes his ap pear ance
un ex pect edly and knows what he is com ing for!  Is is
spe cial as Je sus (the Bride groom) is com ing for His
blood bought bride in the twin kling of an eye.  A ‘twin -
kling’ of an eye is a very min ute por tion of a sec ond.

This is men tioned in verses two and four.

From cre ation and on, ev ery thing re pro duces af ter its
kind.  IF you sow ‘wild oats’, you will reap the har vest of 
the same.  When SIN is sown, it will reap a har vest that
will keep you lon ger, take you far ther, cost you more,
and, as a re sult, you will end up where you do not want to 
go.  

Sheep re pro duce lambs and spir i tu ally you and I are ei -
ther walk ing in the light or dark ness and ‘we’ re pro duce
af ter ‘our’ kind.   For in verse five you are ei ther walk ing
in the light of day or the dark ness of night.

Night is gen er ally a time of sleep, and, while a per son
sleeps, such a per son does not know what is go ing on nor 
tak ing place.  You can not tell me ex actly when you went 
to sleep nor what took place while you were sleep ing; on
your own.  Ba si cally a per son is com fort able when they
sleep.  TRAGICALLY this hap pens spir i tu ally.  (For ex -
am ple: re mem ber the ten vir gins in Mat thew 25)

Night (dark ness) time is a cover up for: “‘And this is the
con dem na tion, that the light has come into the world,
and men loved dark ness rather than light, be cause their
deeds were evil. For ev ery one prac tic ing evil hates the
light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should 
be ex posed.’” John 3:19-20, - John 2:11, Ephe sians
5:11: con trast John 8:12, 12:35, 1 John 1:5, Luke 1:79,
Romans 13:12.

“And now, lit tle chil dren, abide in Him, that when He
ap pears, we may have con fi dence and not be ashamed
be fore Him at His com ing.”  When ever JESUS spoke of 
His com ing again; He shares it not for spec u lat ing, BUT
for ad mon ish ing us for ‘godly liv ing’.  In other words,
we should make choices daily for godly liv ing that con -
forms to our fu ture dwell ing place.  “Know ing this first:
that scoff ers will come in the last days, walk ing ac cord -
ing to their own lusts. II Pe ter 3:3.  There fore, God in -
tends this won der ful re al iza tion:  Ei ther through the
val ley of the shadow of death OR the blessed, pu ri fy ing
hope as an en cour age ment and com fort to us!  For in
verse nine we are not ap pointed to wrath.  (Ed i tor: This
is one rea son I am of the con vic tion and hope with the
Pre-tributionists; BUT re gard less, I def i nitely ad -
here/pro pose/sug gest/pre pare to ‘pre pare for the worst



One of Us
LISTENING TO THE WORD - LUKE 1:31-33

By Norm C. Nel son

I heard about a farmer who chose to stay at home
while his wife and chil dren went to a Christ mas Eve can -
dle light ser vice at a lo cal church.  He was an un be liever
and con sid ered the Christ mas story to be, at worst, non -
sense and, at best, a harm less myth.

Well, it was a cold, windy night with light snow fall -
ing.  As he looked out the win dow, he no ticed a flock of
birds who seemed to be suf fer ing in the ex treme weather,
some were lit er ally drop ping dead.

The man was anx ious to help them, so he went out to
open the barn door and get a smudge fire go ing for

warmth.  But the birds would n’t go into the barn.  He tried, 
with a blan ket, to shoo the birds in; but, no luck!  He
could n’t think of a way to tell them how to find safety and
sur vival.  Then he thought, “If only I was a bird, then I
could tell them.”

 The im pact of that thought rocked him.  Sud denly he
un der stood the Gos pel of Christ for the first time.  To com -
mu ni cate with us and save us, God be came one of us.  Wil -
liam Phelps says, “God speaks to me not through the
thun der and the earth quake, nor through the ocean and the
stars, but through the Son of Man, and speaks in a lan -
guage adapted to my im per fect sight and hear ing.”

Re mem ber this, the Gos pel is wrapped up in three
words:  One of us!

Taken from ‘Morning Glory’ a Ministry of the ‘Morning 
Chapel Hour’, 1997
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and look for the better!   Most of the time when you are
in the midst of some one sleep ing, it be comes more con -
du cive to sleep your self.  That’s one rea son HE tells us to 
be watch ing, and to make cer tain that we have Christ’s
righ teous robe ap plied to our own per sonal des per ate
Need (II Co rin thi ans 5:17-21/ar mor - Eph. 6:10-21). A
watch man who is sleep ing on the job; is of a greater hin -
drance, as IF there were no watch men at all.  1 Cor. 14:8.
God speaks of those who do not warn oth ers as dumb
dogs that can not bark OR blind lead ers of the blind!

Have you no ticed in the av er age Chris tian’s wor ship ser -
vice to day that the songs are good, the or der of ser vice
fine, the mes sage good, etc.  BUT does n’t there seem to
be some thing lack ing?  There fore it falls into the ‘cat e -
gory’ of II Tim o thy 3:5.  Could it be that many peo ple
want and re ceive a ‘warm, fuzzy, cozy, emo tion’ ex pe ri -
ence, but there os a lack the unc tion of the Holy Spirit? 
The Bi ble tells us not to ‘quench, grieve’ the Third Per -
son of our Tri une God; who sym bol i cally came in the
form of a dove; which is gen tle, sen si tive and easy to
frighten?  May I sug gest that pos si bly the same is be ing
ex pe ri enced to day be cause there is too much con cern of
hav ing a good ‘at ten dance’ than ‘obe di ence’ to the Word
of God?

OR that there is way too much: I, you, me, we in the pre -
sen ta tion of the Liv ing Word in mu sic and ser mon?  The
Bi ble says: “’And as Mo ses lifted up the ser pent in the
wil der ness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up’”
John 3:14, 12:32, Prayer John 12:13, Life 1 Co rin thi ans
6:20.  In other words: Could it be that there is way too
much at ten tion/at trac tion is fo cused on I, you, me, we
(con gre ga tion, vid eos, free-move ment, gath er ing, etc), 
AS God is a ‘jeal ous God’!  

It has Never been, nor will it ever be ‘easy’ to be a true

spir i tual watch man (and the ‘bat tle’ is in ten si fy ing); but
the Lord (Je sus) asks us to be found unto Him!  (One rea -
son there are so few proph ets in the Chris tian Church to -
day; is be cause it is a non-profit or ga ni za tion)

BUT do no tice how a ‘spir i tual watch man’ (Leader/Pas -
tor) is de scribed ac cord ing to Je sus: “And we urge you,
breth ren, to rec og nize those who la bor among you, and
are over you in the Lord and ad mon ish you” Verse 12. 
Galatians 6:1-10 & He brews 13:12-21.

As al ways, it is our re spon si bil ity now to take ‘God’s
Per sonal Love Let ter’ and put it into ‘prac tice’.  You see
as an ex am ple: A Home maker’s rec ipe book is on the
shelf and does ab so lutely no good for hu man nour ish -
ment, un less you put it into re al is tic prac tice; it does the
phys i cal body NO good!

Thus as we prac tice the rec ipe in our in di vid ual lives, it
will it be a bless ing unto oth ers as well as for our selves. 
The book of ACTS is not a ‘book’ of res o lu tions, but a
‘book’ of ACTS! (of the Holy Spirit through His ser -
vants).

You see it is you and I who are to not only for get those
things be hind, but also to press on to the high call ing in
Christ Je sus un til we reach our eter nal Home.  This ap -
plies to oth ers also.   (This is one of the pur poses of the
Morn ing Glory/HLIF).

THUS ac cord ing to the text to day: we ad mon ish, fore -
warn, nur ture, ed ify, com fort one an other in the light of
God’s ‘Per sonal Love Let ter.’ HEBREWS 10:24-25.

“O LORD, I have heard Your speech and was afraid; O
LORD, re vive Your work in the midst of the years!  In
the midst of the years make it known; In wrath re mem -
ber mercy.” Hab. 3:2



From Our Fellowship Circle

W. & S. L. By ron, MN
Thank you so much for the min is try of the Hauge Lu -
theran Innermission Fed er a tion & the Morn ing Glory.  We 
are so blest by the ar ti cles in the M.G. and also the Bi ble
Con fer ences, when we are able to at tend.  

We are so up lifted by the sing ing, tes ti mo nies and mes -
sages as we at tend the con fer ences.  PTL.   I (we) need the
spir i tual food, as we ask God to give us an appetite and
in-sight into His Word!  

En closed is a check for the amount of $...

May you be blessed by the Lord Je sus Christ, richly.

B. A. N. Mc Callsburg, IA
I would like you to send the Morn ing Glory to me.  I read
some of the ar ti cles while I was get ting my hair done.  The
(beau ti cian) told me it was a vol un tary cost.  I am mail ing
a check to you to get started.

Thank you.

H. & M. H. Fergus Falls, MN
En closed you will find our check to Morn ing Glory.
Some how we are not get ting it and it could be be cause we
moved into an apart ment so our ad dress changed as we
now live at …

We en joy your pa per and we have been able to read it as
my hus band’s sis ter gets it and she lives in the same apart -
ment com plex as we do.

About three months ago you had an ar ti cle about John
Walker; who was Harland’s grand fa ther and was very ac -
tive in the Hauge Fed er a tion.

We are so thank ful that your pa per is still pub lished with
the clear Mes sage of Sal va tion.

This month there were good ar ti cles on Mar tin Lu ther. 
Your ar ti cle on Hal low een was also so en light en ing.

The month be fore there was ar ti cles from ‘Streams in the
Desert’ which my par ents used as devotionals for sev eral
years ev ery day, so it brought back some won der ful mem -
o ries.

You will never know how many lives Morn ing Glory
touches.  (Ed i tor: And we don’t need to know as it is His
Work and our pur pose is to glo rify HIM!)

Please send Morn ing Glory to our son and wife also.

R. S. Ferryville, WI
Thank you for send ing me and my fam ily the Morn ing
Glory.

J. & J. H. Ames, IA
Thank you for your min is try in reach ing so many with the
‘Good News’ of Sal va tion.  

We look for ward to re ceiv ing the Morn ing Glory and
read ing the ar ti cles.

May the Lord bless you in this very won der ful work.

En closed please find $...

M. B. Bagley, MN
Please con tinue pub lish ing the “Good News” in the Morn -
ing Glory.

R. M. C. 
En closed is a note of ex pres sions:

“Our Lord has writ ten the prom ise of res ur rec tion, not on
book alone, but in ev ery leaf in spring time.”  Mar tin Lu -
ther

“My gar den beau ti fies my yard and adds fra grance to the
air, it’s also my Ca the dral and quiet place of prayer.  So lit -
tle do we re al ize the glory and power of He who made the
Uni verse lives hid den in a flower.”   John Weaver.

We are the Care tak ers of the earth.

M. H. Eagan, MN
I would like to sub scribe to the Morn ing Glory.  I do not
know the yearly sub scrip tion cost, but en closed is a check
for $...  If it is not enough, please let me know – in case it is 
too much, please con trib ute the re main ing to your on-go -
ing work.

God’s bless ings on you and your faith ful min is try.

H. H. For est City, IA
Man has no greater need than Je sus Christ our Lord.  God
bless you all at Morn ing Glory and also please find a gift
in cluded for this ser vice.
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Thy word have I hid in mine
heart, that I might not sin

against thee
Psalm 119:11

The best de fense against sin is the Word of God. 
When Je sus was tempted by Sa tan in the wil der ness, He
used the sword of the Word to drive the tempter away. 

The psalm ist shows us the best way to vic tory: we
must ev ery day have a word of God hid in our heart.  In
that way we may es cape sin.

We may have many a word of the Lord in our head. 
We may know a num ber of Scrip ture texts by heart.  And
that is valu able.  But it is not enough in the bat tle against
evil.  We must have the Word of God hid den in the heart — 
a word we have made our own and which we live by. 
When temp ta tions come, there is no room for evil de sire. 
The heart is al ready oc cu pied by the Word.

Taken from Streams in the Desert by Fredrik Wisloff
Copyright, 1958: Augsburg Publishing House.

Ed i tor’s Note: The more we hide God’s Word in ‘our’
heart, the less room there is for sin!

The Lord hath chas tened me sore: but he
hath not given me over to death

Psalm 118:18

The psalm ist re views the dark days he has ex pe ri -
enced.  He looks upon them as the chas ten ing of the Lord. 
This dis ci pline was hard while it lasted.  At time it felt as
though the Lord was go ing to de liver him over to death. 
But there came an end to the time of tri als.  Now he looks
back and ex claims; “The Lord hath chas tened me sore:
but he hath not given me over to death.”

Look upon your dark ex pe ri ences as a dis ci pline, not
as re venge or pun ish ment.  Your heav enly Fa ther knows
you need dis ci pline.  “Whom the Lord loveth He
chasteneth” (Heb. 12:6).  “He chasteneth for our profit,
that we might be par tak ers of his ho li ness” (Heb. 12:10).

“He hath not given me over to death.”

Taken from Streams in the Desert by Fredrik Wisloff
Copyright, 1959: Augsburg Publishing House

Ed i tor’s Note: When we know Je sus per son ally as our
Sav ior and are walk ing in the Light of His Word, I like to
say the dif fi culty/af flic tion we are go ing through is NOT
sent by God, but Fa ther fil tered.

In other words, He has per mit ted it to come our way! 
Re mem ber ‘chas ten ing’ is ei ther to help us see the need of
know ing Je sus as our per sonal Sav ior OR it is per mit ted,
so that we may grow deeper into His Word, so that our
lives might be more fruit ful unto His Glory. 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Dating With The Unsaved

I am dat ing an un saved fel low.  Will you please pray
that he may be saved.  Do you think it is all right to date

un saved kids?  They are a lot nicer than most of the
Chris tian kids in school.

I will, of course, be glad to pray that your un saved
boy-friend will be saved, be cause I would like to see ev -
ery one saved.  It is not God’s will that any should per ish. 
How ever, just to pray that he will be saved so that you
would feel better about go ing with him would not be the
right mo tive, and I do not be lieve God would an swer such
a prayer.  We will pray that he will be saved be cause Je sus
died to pay for his sins and loves him.

I do not think saved kids should date un saved kids be -
cause sooner or later there will be trou ble.  The un saved
kids want to do things that the saved ones can not or should 
not do, and im me di ately there is a con flict.  There is also
the pos si bil ity of fall ing in love with each other, and then
it be comes very dif fi cult to obey God’s com mand: “Be ye
not un equally yoked to gether with un be liev ers” (II Cor.
6:14).

It is a sad con di tion when the un saved kids are nicer
than the Chris tian kids.  The Chris tian kids should re al ize
that they are dis hon or ing the name of Je sus Christ and
should change their ac tions.  We should keep the fu ture in
mind as well as the pres ent.  An un saved kid who acts nice
on a date now may not act so nice a few years from now as
a hus band.

Taken from How Danny Orlis Would Answer,
Copyright, 1961 – The Good News Broadcasting

Association
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Should We Be Surprised?
“But evil men and imposters will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.” 

(2 Tim. 3:13)

On De cem ber 14, 2012, our na tion suf fered yet an -
other mass shoot ing, this time in an el e men tary school in
Con nect i cut.  What made this shoot ing so bad was that 20
small chil dren were gunned down mer ci lessly.  Peo ple
have tried to make some sense out of this ter ri ble trag edy,
and are ask ing, “How could some one do such a thing? 
What can we do to see that this does n’t hap pen again?”  In
truth, they should be say ing, “Should We Be Sur prised?”

Our schools have re moved any ref er ence to God and
His Word and stan dard from their teach ings.  Cop ies of the 
Ten Com mand ments used to be dis played in pub lic
schools.  Now they are re moved, and clubs freely prop a -
gate lit er a ture that pro mote safe sex and ho mo sex u al ity.  If 
people are go ing to defy God on the Sixth Com mand ment, 
“You Shall Not Com mit Adul tery,” are we sur prised when
peo ple defy Him on the Fifth, “You Shall Not Kill?”

The com monly ac cepted teach ing in many schools
and uni ver si ties to day is the Big Bang The ory and evo lu -
tion.  This means that man is an an i mal be cause he evolved 
from the an i mals.  When peo ple are taught this, are we sur -
prised when they be have like an an i mal?  The rule of sur -
vival in the an i mal world is that only the strong sur vive
and the an i mal world is ruled by kill ing and op pres sion of
the strong over the weak.  This is precisely what is hap -
pen ing in our so ci ety to day.

Peo ple are taught to day that there is no God and that,
when you die, you die and that’s the end.  They are taught
that there is no fi nal ac count ing be fore God of your life, or 
the pos si bil ity of an eter nal pun ish ment.  Are we sur prised 
when they live as though there is no to mor row and take
mat ters into their own hands, re gard less of what that
means or how it af fects the per son them selves or other
peo ple around them?  God still prom ises us this:  “By
mercy and truth in iq uity is purged: and by the fear of the
Lord men de part from evil.” (Prov. 16:6)  When there is no
Fear of the Lord pre sented in so ci ety and al most all of the
churches, are we sur prised when men do not de part from
evil?

When so ci ety turns away from God and His Word,
they leave them selves wide open for ev ery sa tanic at tack. 
When peo ple proudly de clared, “We will have no God rule 
over us!”, they never fig ured out that they would have one
who would be more than happy to rule over them.  When
peo ple freely take the lives of oth ers, are we sur prised
when Je sus has told us, “You are of your fa ther the devil,
and the lusts of your fa ther you will do.  He was a mur -

derer from the be gin ning, and abode not in the truth, be -
cause there is no truth in him.  When he speaks a lie, he
speaks of his own, for he is a liar and the fa ther of it.” (John 

8:44)  The only thing that will keep a na tion free from this
sa tanic con trol is the bless ings of God and His mighty pro -
tec tion and re straint.  When this is openly re jected, don’t
be sur prised when there is sense less kill ing.

Many young peo ple to day play per sonal video games
where kill ing is a cen tral part of the game.  There are war
games where you kill peo ple ruth lessly.  When young peo -
ple sit and play these things for hours, do they not get
de-sen si tized to kill ing oth ers, and in fact get trained on
how to kill?  When so ci ety al lows this to be sold and par -
ents do noth ing to stop this, are we sur prised when young
peo ple can sud denly be come trained kill ers?

There will be an out cry for gun leg is la tion through all
of this.  There are al ready plenty of laws in place to try and 
pre vent this sort of thing hap pen ing.  Re gard less of the
laws that you pass, it will not stop this kill ing from hap -
pen ing.  The guns used in the Con nect i cut shoot ing were
le gally pur chased guns.  The prob lem is not with the guns
them selves, it is the peo ple who de ploy them for that
which they were never in tended.  The prob lem is not with
leg is la tion, the prob lem is the evil that is grow ing in the
hearts of man kind.  God tells us that, “The heart is de ceit -
ful above all things, and des per ately wicked:  who can
know it?” (Jer. 17:9)  Are we sur prised when un con verted
man kind does the most hei nous acts?

What you see hap pen ing in so ci ety to day is an end re -
sult of what they be lieve about God and His Word.  When
you re ject God and His good ness and Love, which are
found alone in the Per son and Work of Je sus Christ, then
why are you sur prised when peo ple be have so evil?  As
the Scrip ture at the top of the page says, they will con tinue 
to go from bad to worse.  What you see hap pen ing to day
will only con tinue to greater and greater acts of evil.

What is the an swer?  There is only one an swer, and it
is n’t com pli cated.  Our na tion and so ci ety must re turn to
God and the stan dard of His Word.  Our churches must re -
turn to preach ing and teach ing the whole coun sel of God
and liv ing the life of the Chris tian that Scrip ture dic tates. 
If this does n’t hap pen, don’t be sur prised when things
con tinue to spi ral from bad to worse and out of con trol.

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable

UN Monitored USA Elections

Did you know that 44 United Na tions af fil i ated mon i -
tors were sent here to ob serve our pres i den tial elec tions in
No vem ber?  It is out ra geous that an or ga ni za tion, whose
ma jor ity mem ber ship co mes from non dem o cratic coun -
tries run by dic ta tors and ty rants, would be al lowed to
come here to watch over our elec tions.  Yet that is
precisely what happened.

The Or ga ni za tion for Se cu rity and Co op er a tion in Eu -
rope (OSCE), a United Na tions part ner on de moc ra ti za -
tion and hu man rights pro jects, was asked to come by
none other than the NAACP and the ACLU who sug -
gested to Daan Everts, a se nior of fi cial with the OSCE,
that cer tain con ser va tive groups threat ened the voting
rights of minorities.

Of fi cials in Texas and Iowa in formed the Sec re tary of
State, Hil lary Clinton, that if the OSCE rep re sen ta tives set 
foot in any of their vot ing cen ters they would be ar rested
for a vi o la tion of state law.

From The Hill.com  10/21/12

Ten Commandments Judge Roy Moore
Restored to Chief Justice of Alabama
Supreme Court

Roy Moore, also known as the Ten Com mand ments
judge, edged out his Dem o cratic op po nent (Nov. elec tion)
to win back his seat as Chief Jus tice of the Al a bama Su -
preme Court…

Moore won by a vote of 52 to 48 per cent, gar ner ing
just un der 100,000 more votes than…

Moore, who was pre vi ously re moved from the bench
for re fus ing to stop “ac knowl edg ing God,” had been be -
lieved to be the fa vored can di date since he be gan his bid
for the Al a bama Su preme Court, run ning far ahead of his
pre vi ous chal lenger Harry Lyon.  Lyon had been ousted by 
Dem o cratic Party of fi cials in Au gust for mak ing com -
ments on Facebook against ho mo sex ual “mar riage,” stat -
ing that it was “an abom i na tion of God.”  He had also
opined that “only sick and per verted per sons be lieve in
ho mo sex u al ity or les bi an ism, though there are a lot of
them.”

The Dem o cratic Party then re placed Lyon with Vance, 
whose wife was one of the first at tor neys ap pointed by
Barack Obama af ter tak ing of fice…

Now that Moore has re gained his seat as Chief Jus tice
of Al a bama Su preme Court, he said that while he won’t

dis play a mon u ment this time, he will de fend his right to
ac knowl edge God.

“The true is sue is whether we can ac knowl edge the
sov er eignty of Al mighty God over the af fairs of our state
and our law,” he said.

ChristianNews.net

New Congress to Welcome First Buddhist 
Senator, Hindu Representative

When the new mem bers of Con gress are sworn in on
Jan u ary 3,… the new Sen ate will seat a Bud dhist mem ber
for the first time, and the House of Rep re sen ta tives will
have its first Hindu member.  

Rep re sen ta tive Mazie Hirono (D-Ha waii), who cur -
rently serves in the House of Rep re sen ta tives … will be
sworn in as the Sen ate’s first Bud dhist.  Hirono’s House
seat will be filled by Tulsi Gabbaard, who will be come the
first Hindu in Con gress.  Hirono will also be the first per -
son born in Ja pan to be elected to the U.S. Sen ate.

ChristianPost.com

ELCA Joins In Petitioning Congress To
Stop US Funding Of Israel

The Evan gel i cal Lu theran Church in Amer ica
(ELCA) re cently an nounced that it has joined with the Na -
tional Coun cil of Churches and other lib eral main line de -
nom i na tions in ask ing mem bers of Con gress to con duct an 
in ves ti ga tion into hu man rights and weapon vi o la tions by
the State of Is rael.  Fur ther more, they have asked the gov -
ern ment to cut fund ing to Is rael or base the fund ing on
strict com pli ance regarding these matters.

The other de nom i na tions in volved in send ing this let -
ter, which sev eral prom i nent Jew ish lead ers have la beled
as “a be trayal of the Jew ish State,” in clude the Pres by te -
rian Church (USA), the United Meth od ist Church and the
United Church of Christ.

Not a word in their let ter ex pressed con cern about the
bil lions of dol lars the US is giv ing an nu ally to the Mus lim
Broth er hood, the ter ror ist or ga ni za tion that now con trols
and gov erns Egypt, or about the vast sums given to the ter -
ror ist or ga ni za tion Hamas in Gaza.

Lead ers from sev eral Jew ish or ga ni za tions cancelled
a planned ec u men i cal gathering with these lib eral
churches, sched uled for this past Oc to ber, af ter learn ing
about their ef forts to stop US aid to Is rael.  In a state ment,
the Jew ish lead ers said, “It is out ra geous that mere days
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af ter the Ira nian pres i dent re peated his call for Is rael’s
elim i na tion, these Amer i can Protestant lead ers would
launch a bi ased at tack against the Jew ish state by call ing
on Con gress to in ves ti gate Is rael’s use of for eign aid.  In
its clear bias against Is rael, it is strik ing that their let ter
fails to also call for an in ves ti ga tion of Pal es tin ian use of
U. S. for eign aid, thus once again placing the blame
entirely on Israel.”

The Vine and Branches, Winter, 2012

Ed i tor’s Note:  In ter est ing as God’s Word (the Bi ble)
clearly states that HE (God) will bless those who bless Is -
rael and curse those who curse Is rael and that ‘we’ are to
pray for the peace of Je ru sa lem.

Christian Convert from Islam Beheaded
in Somalia

Is lamic ex trem ists from So ma lia’s re bel Al-Shabaab
mil i tants on Fri day (No vem ber 16) killed a Chris tian in
So ma lia’s costal city of Barawa, ac cus ing him of be ing a
spy and leav ing Is lam, Chris tian and Mus lim witnesses
said…

“His body was split into two, then car ried away,”…a
Chris tian source who wit nessed the mur der told Morn ing
Star News.

Other wit nesses, Mus lims, in de pend ently de scribed
the same scene.  They and the Chris tian wit ness told
Morn ing Star News that the Is lamic ex trem ists ac cused
(Farhan Haji) Mose of be ing a spy for for eign ers and of
em brac ing the “for eign re li gion of Chris tian ity.”

Morning Star News

Gay Marriage Passed in Washington
State, Maine and Maryland

Wash ing ton….state joins Ma ine and Mary land in giv -
ing sup port ers of gay mar riage a clean sweep.  Vot ers in
these same states also chose Pres i dent Obama…

But sup port ers of tra di tional mar riage knew they had
their work cut out for them as each of the four states had
heavy con cen tra tions of Dem o cratic vot ing blocs that
would prove to be key if the mea sures were to be ap -
proved…

Gay rights ac tiv ists were highly or ga nized and had a
sig nif i cant fund ing ad van tage by an es ti mated mar gin of
10 to 1 over sup port ers of tra di tional mar riage.  Nu mer ous 
wealthy busi ness ex ec u tives and pol i ti cians, such as Bill
Gates of Microsoft and New York Mayor Mi chael
Bloomberg, con trib uted mil lions to the cause.

ChristianPost.com
Ed i tor’s Note: In all three states, the vote mar gin was

small – three to five per cent age points.  Min ne sota also re -
jected an amend ment to mod ify its state con sti tu tion to de -
fine mar riage as only be tween a man and a woman.  Gay
mar riage seems likely to pass there af ter this de feat.

Arkansas Voters Reject Medical
Marijuana

Ar kan sas vot ers, by a nar row 51% ma jor ity, de feated
a bal lot mea sure on Elec tion Day that would have made
their state the first in the South to le gal ize med i cal
marijuana.

Mean while, Mas sa chu setts over whelm ingly ap -
proved a bal lot mea sure that made it the 18th state to le gal -
ize med i cal mar i juana.

Baptist Press

The Underground Church In North
Korea Is Praying For The Church In
America

A very re veal ing and hum bling re port was re cently
given by the Rev er end Eric Foley, an ex pert on un der -
ground Chris tian ity in North Ko rea — The un der ground
church in North Ko rea is pray ing for the church in Amer -
ica.  When asked why, a mem ber of North Ko rea’s un der -
ground church told him: “Be cause you Amer i can
Chris tians put so much con fi dence in your wealth and
free dom that you don’t fully know what it’s like to be able
to trust only in God.”

Foley said, “We need to re pent of the idea that, be cause
we have more worldly goods and worldly free dom than the
North Ko rean Chris tians, we are some how in a more ad -
van ta geous po si tion to do min is try than they are.  It turns
out that our mod ern west ern way of mak ing dis ci ples and
be ing a church is the his tor i cal odd ity.  The North Ko rean
sit u a tion of empty-handed dis ci ple ship in the face of in -
tense per se cu tion is the norm.  We can learn a lot from
them.”

An other ex am ple of life within the church in North
Ko rea is seen from a tes ti mony given at the Lausanne
Con fer ence in 2010, by Sung Kyung Ju, who fled to China 
from North Ko rea with her fam ily when she was six years
old.  While in China, her fam ily was ex posed to Chris tian -
ity, where her fa ther was con verted to Christ.  He was sent
back to North Ko rea and im pris oned for three years.  Af ter 
his im pris on ment, he re turned to his fam ily in China, but
later went back to North Ko rea vol un tarily to wit ness the
gos pel.  He was never heard from again.  Sung Kyung Ju,
who be came a Chris tian af ter see ing Je sus in a dream, said
her fam ily be lieves her father was executed.  
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Sung Kyung Ju said, “I want to bring the love of God
to North Ko rea.” 

               From Chris tian ity To day, 11/5/10 – now
ap peared in The Vine and Branches, Win ter, 2012.

Ed i tor’s Note:  Pray for the per se cuted breth ren
around the world!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Gipsy Smith’s Conversion
Cornelius Smith, fa ther of the great evan ge list

“Gipsy” Rodney Smith, be came greatly im pressed with
his need of sal va tion.

On one of his jour neys, he camped at Shep herd’s
Bush, and at tend ing a ser vice in a mis sion hall, he heard
the peo ple sing Cow per’s stir ring hymn:

There is a foun tain filled with blood
Drawn from Im man uel’s veins;
And sin ners, plunged be neath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains.

And the cho rus of an other hymn:

I do be lieve, I now be lieve
That Je sus died for me.
That on the cross He shed His blood
From sin to set me free.

Soon the fa ther claimed Christ by faith and left the
meet ing ex claim ing, “I am con verted!”

Reach ing home, he told his moth er less chil dren what
had hap pened, placed his arms around the five of them,
kissed them and fell on his knees and be gan to pray.

That first prayer was never for got ten.  Many years af -
ter ward, Gipsy Smith said, “I still feel its sa cred in flu ence
on my heart and soul.”

The next morn ing, the con verted man was plead ing
with oth ers, and thir teen gyp sies pro fessed to find Christ
that day.

When Gipsy Smith was a lit tle older, he at tended a
ser vice in a cha pel in Cam bridge.  A prayer meet ing fol -
lowed the ser mon.  When an in vi ta tion was given, the
gypsy lad went for ward.  By a  co in ci dence, the con gre ga -
tion sang the cho rus which was sung when his fa ther was
converted:

I do be lieve, I now be lieve
That Je sus died for me.
That on the cross He shed His blood
From sin to set me free.

There and then he trusted in Christ, and from that time
he re joiced in Him as his Sav iour.         Se lected.

Ed i tor’s Note:  Why not try to have a se ries of evan ge -

lis tic meet ings in your com mu nity: Church, School, Tent,
Town Hall, etc.  What have you to loose??  You don’t
know what GOD wants to do in your midst un less you
give HIM an op por tu nity!  Don’t be ‘cap tured’ by the ob -
sta cle of un be lief/hinderance!!!

We (HLIF/MG) want to be of a ser vice to you as a ves -
sel as we la bor to gether in wa ter ing, plant ing and GOD
GIVING the in crease!!  Mat thew 16:26.  Re mem ber
GOD is the same, the Son is the same and the Holy Spirit
is the same: as yes ter year.  Isa iah 55:10-11.

The Test of Ex pe di ence

“All things are law ful unto me, but all things are not
ex pe di ent: all things are law ful for me, but I will not be
brought un der the power of any.” 1 Co rin thi ans 6:12.

Chris tians are saved by the grace of God, not by
works of righ teous ness.  There fore, in a sense, they are
free to do what ever they please.  “All things are law ful
unto me.”  The Chris tian, how ever, is un der a higher law,
the law of love and of seek ing to please and honor his Sav -
ior and Lord.

There fore, when a ques tion arises as to whether a cer -
tain act is right or wrong, the de ci sion should be based on
how the act im pacts the cause of Christ.  Does it help or
hin der in the win ning of the lost or in ed i fy ing the be -
liever?  Does it honor the Lord and His Word or bring re -
proach against His truth?  For ex am ple, Paul con cluded he 
could not af ford to “be brought un der the power of any
prac tice (e.g., drink ing, smok ing, gam bling) that might
limit the power of God over his ac tions and decisions.  

In a sim i lar pas sage, Paul says, “All things are law ful
for me, but all things are not ex pe di ent: all things are law -
ful for me, but all things ed ify not” 1 Co rin thi ans 10:23. 
Thus, noth ing is ex pe di ent for the Chris tian that does not
ed ify (that is, “build up”) spir i tu ally ei ther him self or
someone else.

In a sim i lar vein, he said else where that “there is noth -
ing un clean of it self: but to him that esteemeth any thing to 
be un clean, to him it is un clean …  Let not then your good
be evil spo ken of….   Let us there fore fol low af ter the
things which make for peace, and things where with one
may ed ify an other” Romans 14:14, 16, 19).

This test of ex pe di ency, there fore, if ap plied sin cerely
by the be liever in terms of ad vanc ing or hin der ing the pur -
poses of God in Christ, can be of great help in de ci sion
mak ing re gard ing doubt ful is sues.

Henry M. Morris, Ph.D.

Taken from Days of Praise, Institute for Creation
Research

Copyright, 2012, Permission Granted
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Christian Mission
By Pas tor Troy Tysdal, Fergus Falls, MN

To say that John the Bap tist was im por tant might be
an un der state ment.  Je sus him self said, “Among those
born of women there has not risen any one greater than
John the Bap tist” (Mat thew 11:11).  John had pur pose. 
He was cho sen by God to pre pare the world for the Mes -
siah, the Christ, and John was faith ful to his call.  In a
world full of dark ness, he was light.  In a world rot ting
with sin, he was salt.  John’s en tire life, from the way he
dressed to the words he spoke, pointed to Je sus, and
John’s wit ness changed the world.

Luke 3:1 - 6

In the fif teenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar —
when Pon tius Pi late was gov er nor of Judea, Herod tet -
rarch of Gal i lee, his brother Philip tet rarch of Iturea and
Traconitis, and Lysanias tet rarch of Ab i lene — dur ing the
high priest hood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God
came to John son of Zech a riah in the desert.  He went into
all the coun try around the Jor dan, preach ing a bap tism of
re pen tance for the for give ness of sins.  As is writ ten in the
book of the words of Isa iah the prophet: “A voice of one
call ing in the desert, ‘Pre pare the way for the Lord, make
straight paths for him.  Ev ery val ley shall be filled in, ev -
ery moun tain and hill made low.  The crooked roads shall
be come straight, the rough ways smooth.  And all man kind 
will see God’s salvation’”

Just as John was called to pre pare Is rael for the ar rival
of the Christ, we have been called to pre pare the world for
the Christ’s re turn.  As Chris tians we know that we are not
saved by our ac tions.  We know that we are saved solely
by the work of Je sus Christ, but that does not mean that
our ac tions don’t mat ter.  In fact the Bi ble tells us the op -
po site is true.  The Bi ble tells us, as Chris tians, that we are
to be the salt of the earth (Mat thew 5:13), (Ed. Look
closely at verses 13 & 14, please ‘we are’?), to pre pare and 
pu rify the earth by liv ing out our faith in prep a ra tion for
the day when Je sus Christ co mes again.  We are peo ple
with pur pose, peo ple who point oth ers to Je sus Christ, and 
in so doing, change the world.

The life of John the Bap tist looked dif fer ent than the
lives of the Phar i sees, be cause John be lieved in the prom -
ise of God.  John spoke by faith.  He lived by faith.  His life 
was a ser mon.  He was salt!

If we are to be salt, our lives will look dif fer ent than
the lives of those who don’t know Je sus.  Our lives will
point oth ers to Christ.

Some time ago, I was in Sub way with my fa ther.  A
fam ily came in — grand par ents, chil dren, and grand chil -

dren, tak ing the place over, push ing ta bles, mov ing chairs.  
You know the type.

Af ter they were seated, the grand fa ther looked down
the row of ta bles, told his fam ily to fold their hands, and
right there in Sub way, they be gan to pray.  They gave
thanks to God, not only for their food but for each and ev -
ery bless ing in their lives.  As they prayed, I looked
around the res tau rant.  Peo ple were watch ing!  The ac tions 
of that fam ily, al though not di rected to ward the world, re -
minded the world that there is some thing big ger.  That
family was salt!

It’s a small thing, but small things that point oth ers to
Je sus Christ change the world.  Je sus said, “Where two or
three come to gether in my name, there am I with them”
(Mat thew 18:20).

In vit ing a neigh bor to church — a small thing!  Call -
ing your son or daugh ter who has walked away from the
faith, and en cour ag ing them to re turn — a small thing. 
But small things that point to Je sus change the world.

John the Bap tist lost his life for Christ.  If we are go ing 
to live as salt in this world, we too will feel the wrath of the 
world.  We will hear the world cry out “Hyp o crite!”, and
we will be guilty, be cause fol low ing Christ, liv ing for Je -
sus, is hard.  We can’t live like Je sus; he is per fect, we are
sin ners.  That’s why we need him, and that’s why those
who don’t know him need to hear about him.

We will hear the world ac cuse us of be ing in tol er ant,
and we will again be guilty, be cause when we see peo ple
liv ing in sin, we know the im por tance of point ing them to -
ward re pen tance and salvation.

The world might cry out, “Guilty!”, but the voice of
Je sus is the only one that counts.  He is the judge, and he
tells us, those who turn from the world, those who call on
his name, we are chil dren of God, washed white as snow,
pure and in no cent — and those are ex actly the words you
will hear when he re turns in glory.

Taken from Faith & Fellowship with Permission

Ed i tor’s Note:  AMEN!!!, Also the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion/Morn ing Glory is a ‘mis sion’. 
Pri mar ily ‘home mis sions’; but not ex clu sively as ‘we’ are 
for tu nate in reach ing out into a num ber of ‘for eign
countries’.  

The HLIF/MG is a ‘free move ment’ that func tions by
‘faith’ as the Lord pro vides likely through you.  It is ‘team
work’!  

Fur ther the HLIF/MG is bib li cally based, bib li cally
piet ist ic and def i nitely bib li cally Lu theran in doc trine: yet
avail able to any & all who bib li cally want to nour ish and
fur ther the work of the King dom of God, by His Grace.
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The Fourth Pic ture

A pic ture of the in ner con di tion of a per son who has
been rec on ciled to God by Christ’s mer its, and knows 

noth ing else than Je sus Christ, the Cru ci fied. 

In the fourth pic ture can be seen in the heart of the
sanc ti fied sin ner only Je sus, the Cru ci fied, and the sign of
His suf fer ing. The Holy Spirit, to whom he has sur ren -
dered, now rules his life. In no better way can He kin dle
love in the be liever’s heart than by con stantly hold ing up
be fore his vi sion the dy ing Re deemer on the cross in all
His ag ony, and im press ing upon his mind how much it
cost Je sus to re deem him. The chief en deavor of the Spirit
will now be to de clare to him Christ’s suf fer ing and death
so that he will say with the Apos tle Paul: “I de ter mined
not to know any thing among you, save Je sus Christ, and
him cru ci fied.” “God for bid that I should glory, save in
the cross of our Lord Je sus Christ, by whom the world is
cru ci fied unto me, and I unto the world” (I Cor. 2:2, Gal
6:14). 

By the guid ance of the Holy Spirit the be liever finds
such com fort and strength from the Re deemer’s suf fer ing
and death that it fills his whole life. “If God is for me,” he
says, “who can then be against me?” “He that spared not
his own Son, but de liv ered him up for us all how shall he
not also with him freely give us all things” (Rom. 8:32). 
The suf fer ing and death of Je sus is the surety of God’s fa -

therly love. In Christ, God rec on ciled the sin ner to Him -
self, and does not im pute his trans gres sions to him (II Cor.
5:19).  Christ, the Cru ci fied, is the ba sis for the trust in
God. If God, the Fa ther of eter nal love, gave His Son for
us in such suf fer ing, what can He then deny us? 

Since Christ in this man ner be came man’s pos ses sion
and dwells in his heart, he finds in Him the rich est source
of com fort, and strength to do that which is good. Be cause
of his liv ing faith in Christ, all the plea sures of the world,
all the lust of the flesh, all the earthly glory, all per ish able
things, have be come loath some to him. It ap pears to him
that Christ is call ing: “If you want to be long to me and be
my dis ci ple, then take up thy cross, deny thy self, and fol -
low me” (Matt. 10:38).  His high est de sire will then be to
be come like Christ, the Cru ci fied. He ex er cises him self in
the fear of God and strives to at tain “ho li ness with out
which no man shall see the Lord” (II Cor. 7:1).  He prays
“al ways with all prayer and sup pli ca tion in the Spirit”
(Eph. 6:18).  He does not ne glect “to do good and to com -
mu ni cate, for with such sac ri fices God is well pleased”
(Heb. 13:16).

The be liever re joices when he is found wor thy to suf -
fer for Christ’s sake, who suf fered per se cu tion, shame,
dis honor, and hu mil i a tion.  He knows that if we suf fer
with Him we shall also be glo ri fied with Him.  For His
sake who loved him and gave Him self for him, he wins
vic tory over all things.  He looks to the re ward that will be
given to all those who en dure to the end.  He that
overcometh will in herit all things (Rev. 2:17, 26).  Thus it
re-ech oes in his ears, as he is re minded of the words of
Paul: “This one thing I do, for get ting those things which
are be hind, and reach ing forth unto those things which are 
be fore, I press to ward the mark for the prize of the high
call ing of God in Christ Je sus” (Phil. 3:13).

PRAYER 

O Je sus Christ, Thou bound less love! Thou hast rec -
on ciled me to God.  From now on Thou alone shall be seen 
in my heart.  My heart shall be ded i cated to the fel low ship
of Thy suf fer ing and death, and my whole life sanc ti fied. 
May Thy love, where with Thou hast loved me, per me ate
my whole soul, con trol all my senses and rule me in all
things! May Thy love re new me af ter Thy im age that I
may be like Thee.  May the fruit of Thy suf fer ing and
death be seen in my life.  Give me a mind that will con -
sider all the things for loss, which for merly seemed a gain.  
Yea, help me, that I may count all the things on which I
built but loss for the “ex cel lency of the knowl edge of Je sus 
Christ my Lord.” Be Thou my all, and all other things
noth ing, “that I may win Christ, and be found in him not
hav ing mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but
that which is through the faith of Christ,” which alone is
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ac cept able be fore God.  Oh, “that I may know him, and the 
power of his res ur rec tion, and the fel low ship of his suf fer -
ings, be ing made con form able unto his death.” 

Help me O Lord, that I may truth fully say: “I am cru -
ci fied with Christ: nev er the less I live; yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me.”   Yea, my be loved Re deemer, help me con -
stantly to look up to Thee, “the au thor and fin isher of my
faith,” Thou, who for the joy which awaited Thee, chose
the cross and en dured hu mil i a tion.  May Thy suf fer ing be
the sweet est nour ish ment of my soul, Thy cross my
strength in the bat tle against sin, Thy death my ref uge in
life and in death!  May I look up to Thee in ev ery trial.  In
the hours of dark ness, doubt, and anx i ety, may Thy love
be my sun, my light, and my shield.  May I not be come
weak and weary, but “run with pa tience the race that is set 
be fore me.” AMEN.  

My Hope is Built on Noth ing Less
My hope is built on noth ing less 
Than Je sus’ blood and righ teous ness; 
I dare not trust the sweet est frame,
But wholly lean on Je sus’ name.  
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand: 
All other ground is sink ing sand.

When clouds and dark ness veil His face, 
I rest on His un chang ing grace, 
In ev ery high and stormy gale 
My an chor holds within the veil; 
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand: 
All other ground is sink ing sand.

His oath, His cov e nant, and blood 
Sup port me in the whelm ing flood; 
When all around my soul gives way, 
He then is all my hope and stay.  
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand: 
All other ground is sink ing sand.

When He shall come, with trum pet sound, 
O may I then in Him be found! 
Clothed in His righ teous ness alone, 
Fault less to stand be fore the throne.  
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand: 
All other ground is sink ing sand.  
           —Ed.  Mote 

Taken from Mirror of the Heart, Author Unknown,
Copyright Hauge Lutheran Innermission Federation.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

For Teenagers
By Tony Bazen

Time Is Run ning Out!

“The days of our years are three-score years and ten;
if by rea son of strength they be four score years, yet is their
strength la bour and sor row; for it is soon cut off, and we
fly away:  “Who knoweh the power of thine an ger? Even
ac cord ing to thy fear, so is thy wrath.  “So teach us to
num ber our days, that we may ap ply our hearts unto wis -
dom.” Psalm 90:10-12

“The har vest is past, the sum mer is ended, and we
are not saved.”   Jer e miah 8:20

I still re mem ber the night like it was yes ter day.  It was
a cold, rainy No vem ber night as we took the field at Spar -
tan Sta dium in Dur ham, North Carolina for our state foot -
ball play off game.  We were cer tain that our team would
bring the first state foot ball ti tle to our school.

We were un de feated, ranked num ber one and led the
state in scor ing.  We had never been se ri ously chal lenged
all year as we had mowed down one op po nent af ter an -
other.  Even though our op po nent was also un de feated and 
was ranked fourth in the state, we were con fi dent that this
team would face the same fate as all the other had.

A wet sur face, how ever, can some times even the play -
ing field.  Even though we dom i nated the game sta tis ti -
cally, we clung to a 14-13 lead en ter ing the fi nal quar ter. 
We had the ball first down and goal to go on the one-yard
line, pre par ing to score what should have been the
game-clinch ing touchdown.  

The game, our sea son and the foot ball ca reers of many 
se niors took a dra matic turn.  We fum bled the foot ball, and 
it was scooped up by our op po nent.  They al most re turned
the er rant pitch for a touch down.  

We were able to stop their drive, but they kicked a
field goal with only a few min utes re main ing to take a 16 -
14 lead.  Find ing our selves be hind for the first time all
year put us in panic mode, and we fran ti cally hur ried
downfield to try to win the game and keep our dream of a
state cham pi on ship alive.

With the clock tick ing down, we found our selves
close enough to the goal line to try a field goal which
would give us the vic tory.  My heart sank as our kicker
slipped on the wet sur face, and his kick went sail ing off to
the right.

With our op po nent now hav ing pos ses sion of the ball
and with no time-outs re main ing, we could only watch
help lessly as their quar ter back took the snap and knelt
down.  I can still see the score board in my mind as the sec -
onds ticked away.  The rain fell from the sky, join ing the
tears that streamed down my face as the score board clock
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fi nally read all ze roes.  It was over.
It would do all of us well, es pe cially young peo ple, to

re mem ber that we live in a fi nite world.  There is an un -
seen clock at tached to all of our lives that is slowly but
surely tick ing down.  One day this un seen clock will reach
zero.  Our op por tu ni ties, our po ten tial and even our lives
here on earth will end.

Time is Run ning Out for Soul Win ning

Jer e miah 8:20 says, “The har vest is past.”  Je sus com -
pared lost souls to a ripe har vest.

“But when he saw the mul ti tudes, he was moved with
com pas sion on them, be cause they fainted, and were scat -
tered abroad, as sheep hav ing no shep herd.  

“Then saith he unto his dis ci ples, The har vest truly is
plen te ous, but the la bour ers are few; Pray ye there fore the
Lord of the har vest, that he will send forth la bour ers into
his har vest.”  Mat thew 9:36-38.

“Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then com -
eth har vest?  Be hold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and 
look on the fields; for they are white al ready to har vest.”
John 4:35.  

Rev e la tion 14:15 makes it clear that “the har vest of
the earth is ripe.”  Har vest-time is a time of reap ing that
fol lows sow ing and grow ing.  It is an op por tu nity to gather 
up ripe fruit be fore it dries up and dies on the vine.  Sadly,
har vest-time doesn’t last for ever — it passes.

Teen (all ages), please un der stand that it is har -
vest-time in your church.  It’s time to use every op por tu -
nity avail able to reach your gen er a tion with the Gospel.

It’s also har vest-time in Amer ica.  Don’t be lieve those
who say that no body cares about God any more.  Many are
hurt ing, hun gry and hop ing for some thing to fill the void
in their lives.

It’s har vest-time around the world.  Peo ple all over the 
globe are look ing for an swers, and we know Him who is
the An swer.  His name is Je sus.

God has given us a great op por tu nity, the op por tu nity
to reap a har vest in our church, in our cir cle of friends, in
our coun try and around the world.  God did not save you
to sit, sulk and sour.  He saved you to be a soul winner.

“The fruit of the righ teous is a tree of life; and he that
winneth souls is wise.” - Prov erbs 11:30.

This means that the Chris tian who does not go af ter
souls is liv ing a fool ish life.   Time is run ning out for soul
win ning.

Time is Run ning Out for Ser vice

Jer e miah 8:20 goes on to say that “the sum mer is
ended.”  Sum mer sym bol izes youth, vi tal ity and en ergy.  It 
is a time when we roll up our sleeves and work.  We try to
ac com plish im por tant pro jects that win ter will pro hibit us

from ac com plish ing.  
In the blink of an eye, how ever, sum mer passes us by,

and it seems like we did not ac com plish all that we in -
tended to do.  Sum mer ends, the days get shorter, and night 
seems to catch us off guard.  Je sus said in John 9:4, I must
work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the
night com eth, when no man can work."  The Lord ex pects
us to serve Him while we still have time.  Sum mer is a time 
for ser vice, but our op por tu ni ties to serve God will not last 
forever.

Time is Run ning Out for Sal va tion

Jer e miah 8:20 ends with these haunt ing words: And
we are not saved."  Spir i tu ally, there is a har vest-time in
our lives, a time of op por tu nity when God’s Word can be
planted in our hearts.  It can then be wa tered and take root.  
Teen, ev ery year that you put off trust ing Christ, it be -
comes more and more un likely that you will ever be
saved.

ON April 10, 1912, the Ti tanic set sail on its maiden
voy age.  Just be fore mid night four days later, it hit an ice -
berg.  In just a few hours, over 1,500 pas sen gers lost their
lives in the icy wa ters of the At lan tic and went out into
eter nity.  Fol low ing the sink ing of the Ti tanic, the com -
pany that had built the ship, the White Star Line in Liv er -
pool, Eng land, placed a large board on ei ther side of the
main en trance to their of fice.  On one board they printed
the words: “KNOWN TO BE SAVED.”  On the other
board were the words: “KNOWN TO BE LOST.”

When the Ti tanic be gan its voy age, there were three
classes of pas sen gers.  But by the time it ended, the num -
ber was re duced to only two: those who were “saved” by
the res cue boats and those who were “lost” in the deep wa -
ters.

Teen (ev ery body), we are on a voy age aboard a ship
known as Life.  Read ing this col umn are all types of “pas -
sen gers” of dif fer ent col ors, classes, cul tures and chal -
lenges.  How ever, when this ship fi nally pulls into port,
there will be only two classes of peo ple — those who are
“saved” and those who are “lost.”

Some one said, “There are only two types of peo ple in
this world — the ‘saints’ and the ‘ain’t!’  That may not be
good gram mar, but is the ab so lute truth.

10…..9…..8……7…..6…..5….. the clock ticks
down.  Time is run ning out.

Taken from Sword of the Lord
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Up Date
TRY TEARS!

They that sow in tears shall reap in joy (Psalm 126:5).

As your ‘heart’ and my ‘heart’ aches, as we ob serve
(only in a small part) what is hap pen ing in this SIN
INFECTED world, ‘we’ can not help to ‘Cry out’ to the
LORD, as HE has the ‘words’ of Eter nal Life!

For some of you, you have prayed for years for a loved
one, friend, neigh bor, church, etc. and it seems as
though they are fur ther away from the Lord than when
you first be gan ‘pray ing’ for them (na tion).  

Don’t give up as Sa tan’s most well worn shovel is to
just give up!  REMEMBER Je sus loves them in fi nitely 
more than you and I can even pre tend.  HE paid the ul -
ti mate ‘price’ (His very life blood), that they might be
saved and it is paid in full.

Morn ing Glory De cem ber’s In come is $ 4,735.00.

The ac tual cost of pub lish ing and mail ing each is -
sue (monthly) of the Morn ing Glory is app. $2,000

Hauge Spring Bible
Conference

The theme for the Conference is ‘Re vive Us Again’, 
Psalm 85:6.

At  Elim Lu theran Church, Ru ral Osakis, MN, April
5-7, 2013.

Main Guest Speaker: Pas tor Da vid Barnhart, Ca nal
Winchester, OH.

(Founder of Abid ing Word Min is tries and 
Ed i tor of The Vine and Branches) 

Fri day eve ning:  7:30 p.m.  Guest Speaker: Pas tor Da -
vid Barnhart, – Fol low ing:  Re fresh ments/Cof fee

Sat ur day:  Prayer Time at the church at 9:00 a.m.

9:30 a.m.  Cof fee/Re fresh ments

10:00 a.m.  Pas tor Da vid Barnhart

11:05 a.m.  Rod Stueland, Dilworth, MN

12 Noon     Meal at the church, (Free will of fer ing)

1:15 p.m.  Jim Miller, Au du bon, MN

2:20 p.m.  Rod Stueland

3:15 p.m.  Cof fee/Re fresh ments

3:45 p.m.  Tes ti mo nies, Fel low ship, Singspiration

7:30 p.m.  Pas tor Da vid Barnhart

Sunday

9:15 a.m.  Pas tor Da vid Barnhart  (Teens & Adults)

10:30 a.m. Wor ship Ser vice: Guest Speaker: Pas tor
Da vid Barnhart

 
Di rec tions: From Osakis to Elim Lu theran Church:
Take Hwy #27 East to Co. Rd. #4; turn right and go 3
miles to 141st Ave; turn left and go one/fourth mile.

Lodg ing:
Pos si bly the “Sports men’s Mo tel” in Osakis (tele -
phone 320-859-5400)

Pray spe cif i cally for the Bi ble Con fer ence, please;

The LORD gave ‘us’ a spe cial con fer ence last Fall

Ex pect great things from (Our) Liv ing Heav enly
FATHER!


