
The Beauty of Holiness
“He appointed singers unto the LORD, and
that should praise the beauty of holiness, as
they went out before the army, and to say,

Praise the LORD; for his mercy endureth for
ever.”   2 Chronicles 20:21

n to day’s verse, a key phrase oc curs that is easy to
miss.  Some Bi ble trans la tions miss it al to gether.  Lit -
er ally, the He brew reads that Jehoshaphat, Ju dah’s
king, ap pointed “ones prais ing the beauty of ho li -

ness.”  
What does this phrase mean?  “Ho li ness” trans lates

the typ i cal He brew word used for “holy,” and it car ries the
con cept of be ing set apart.  For ex am ple, God made the
sev enth day of cre ation holy by set ting it apart from the
other six (Gen e sis 2:3).  When God ap peared to Mo ses in
the burn ing bush, He set apart a plot of ground as “holy”
(Ex o dus 3:5).  First born chil dren of the na tion of Is rael
were holy in that they were set apart (Exodus 13:2).

The He brew word for “beauty” in this verse car ries
the idea of in trin sic beauty and worth, not pass ing or shal -
low beauty.  Thus, the “beauty of ho li ness” re fers to the in -
trin sic at trac tive ness of “set-apart-ness.”

In tu itively, we rec og nize that “set-apart-ness” is beau -
ti ful.  Con sider a rare and ex pen sive di a mond.  Its rar ity
sets it apart from the rest of the di a monds.  We rel ish in its
beauty by giv ing it its own dis play case.  We might even
put it aside in a spe cial room re served for this one
diamond.

How ever, our ex am ple stops there.  Some might dis -
pute the beauty of the di a mond as a mat ter of pref er ence. 
In con trast, the beauty of ho li ness is not sub jec tive or lim -
ited to cul tural con text.  Why?  Be cause Scrip ture calls ho -
li ness in trin si cally beau ti ful.  Fur ther more, Jehoshaphat
com manded peo ple to praise the beauty of ho li ness. 

Some thing this praise wor thy must be over whelm ingly
and stun ningly beau ti ful!

“Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? 
Who is like thee, glo ri ous in ho li ness, fear ful in praises,
do ing won ders?” Ex o dus 15:11.

The ob jec tive, stun ning beauty of ho li ness (2 Chron i -
cles 20:21) has pro found ram i fi ca tions for the ol ogy. 
Scrip ture iden ti fies God as su premely holy (Le vit i cus
11:44-45; 1 Pe ter 1:16).  There fore, He is glo ri ously and
over whelm ingly beautiful.  

He is holy and beau ti ful in His om ni science, since no
one else knows all things.  His om ni pres ence and om nip o -
tence are also ut terly unique and, there fore, holy and strik -
ing.  In His free dom, eternality, self-ex is tence, self- 
suf fi ciency, jus tice, mercy, grace, love, for give ness – in all 
of His at trib utes – He is holy and mag nif i cent, since His
at trib utes are set apart from ev ery one and ev ery thing else!  
God’s ho li ness – and, there fore, His beauty – ex tend to
every aspect of His being.

The beauty of God’s ho li ness in ten si fies our con dem -
na tion as sin ners.  Our sin ful ness is seen first and fore most 
in our con sis tent dis obe di ence to the great est com mand -
ment in Scrip ture, lov ing God with our en tire be ing (Deu -
ter on omy 6:5; Mat thew 22:37).  Many wake up in the
morn ing with out giv ing Him a sec ond thought.  The wick -
ed ness of this act is mag ni fied in light of the ex traor di nary
and dread ful beauty of God’s ho li ness. Re fus ing to love
God is not just wrong; it is also horrifically ugly.

In the hu man realm, we rec og nize how beauty am pli -
fies the evil of an act.  What would we think of peo ple who 
glee fully throw mud at a pure white wed ding dress, van -
dal ize clas sic and pre cious works of art, or burn cop ies of
Shake speare’s plays?  At best, we la bel them con fused.  At 
worst, we la bel them perverse.

Our re fusal to love the beau ti ful and ma jes tic God –
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“glo ri ous in ho li ness” in to day’s
verse – is a rep re hen si ble and
dis grace ful trav esty.  How low
and base an ac tiv ity is sin!  How
acute our need for a Savior.

“Then said Je sus unto his
dis ci ples:  If any man will come
af ter me, let him deny him self,
and take up his cross, and fol -
low me.” Mat thew 16:24.

The beauty of God’s holy at -
trib utes should com pel us to fall
im me di ately be fore him in cease -
less wor ship and de light.  Do
we?  A close in spec tion of our
be hav ior re veals the answer.

God’s beau ti ful na ture is
adored by sin ful man… when it
agrees with his self-in ter est. 
Man cries out to God’s om nip o -
tence when he wants to be res -
cued from the con se quences of
sin, but he rails against God’s
sov er eignty when it takes the life
of one he loves.  Man com forts
him self in God’s om ni science
when it keeps track of his good
deeds; he hates God’s knowl edge 
when it holds him ac count able
for mis be hav ior.  Man loves
God’s om ni pres ence when he’s
fear ful; he re jects it when he’s
en gaged in im mo ral ity.  Man de -
lights in God’s free dom to do as
He pleases – ex cept when it
crosses his plans.  Man re joices
in God’s per fect jus tice be cause
it pun ishes his evil ad ver sar ies;
he spurns it when he’s committed 
the crime.  

Some may ob ject: “Aren’t
there at trib utes of God that all
peo ple wor ship, like His mercy
and love?”  Yes – when it serves
their pur poses.  Man re ceives
God’s mercy when it’s ex tended
to him; he scorns it when it’s ex -
tended to his ri vals.  Man rel ishes 
God’s love when it re sults in his
sal va tion from hell; he re pu di -
ates God’s love when it re sults in
sal va tion for his mother’s mur -
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derer.  Man is pleased when God is pa tient with him; he
can’t un der stand why God would be pa tient with his athe -
is tic neigh bor.  It’s per fectly log i cal that God would be
slow to an ger with him; it’s un be liev able that God would
be slow to anger with dictators. 

Do you see the prob lem?  Our self-seek ing stands in
the way of our wor ship.  Hence our need for self-de nial, as 
to day’s verse so clearly ar tic u lates.

“But as he which hath called you is holy; so be ye
holy in all man ner of con ver sa tion; Be cause it is writ ten, 
Be ye holy; for I am holy.” 1 Pe ter 1:15-16.

Slav ery to sin is an aw ful pre dic a ment.  The filth of sin 
should re pulse us, but we of ten fall prey to its grip.  Why? 
Sin se duces be cause sin looks at trac tive; it ap peals to “the
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life” (1 John 2:16).

The so lu tion?  “If ye con tinue in my word, then are ye
my dis ci ples in deed; And ye shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free” (John 8:31-32).

The scrip tural rev e la tion of the beauty of moral pu rity
– of ho li ness – an swers the al lure of sin.  How?  First, by
its su pe rior beauty.  Ho li ness is so stun ning that Is rael
sang its praises (2 Chron i cles 20:21).  Sin, by con trast, is
filthy and de spi ca ble, though we don’t al ways see it as
such.

Sec ond, ho li ness an swers the al lure of sin by its per -
ma nence.  Since Scrip ture de scribes ho li ness as in trin si -
cally beau ti ful, there is no de bate over its qual ity or
ap peal; it is ob jec tively beau ti ful.  Re gard less of what sin -
ners claim, ho li ness is always striking.

On oc ca sion, the gleam of moral pu rity does shine
into our hearts.  We are hushed by the beauty of a sol dier’s
self-de ny ing sac ri fice of love and cour age.  We ad mire
cou ples who have faith fully kept their mar riage vows for
de cades de spite temp ta tions to bit ter ness or immorality.

Yet when it comes to our own per sonal ho li ness, the
beauty of ho li ness of ten does n’t cap ti vate us.  Why not? 
Ho li ness is com manded, as to day’s verse il lus trates, im -
ply ing that we must make an ef fort to be cap ti vated by the
beauty of ho li ness.  Fur ther more, we’re com manded to re -
flect God’s ho li ness.  Fix ing our gaze on His over whelm -
ing beauty keeps our eyes from the de cep tive charm of sin.

        Nathaniel T. Jeanson, Ph.D.

Taken from Days of Praise by Institute for Creation
Research, Copyright - 2013, Used by permission.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“Be strong and of good cour age, fear not, nor be

affrighted at them: for Je ho vah thy God, He it is that

doth go with thee; He will not fail thee, nor for sake

thee.”   Deut. 31:6

MOSES told the chil dren of Is rael to be of good cour -
age when they in a short time should at tack the en emy and
take pos ses sion of the land that the Lord had prom ised
them.  God was go ing with them, and there fore they
should be bold and strong in the fight.

It is right for a Chris tian not to trust in his own
strength.  Nev er the less there is a de spon dency and a dis -
trust of one’s own pow ers which are not good.  When we
hide away from the con flict and the work in the king dom
of God be cause dis cour age ment tells us that God can not
use us for any thing, then we are giv ing away the self-re -
spect that God had thought to make use of.

A Chris tian who with draws into him self and con sid ers 
ev ery thing im pos si ble is not only hin der ing the power of
God in his own life, but he may also steal away the cour -
age from those who are in the fight.

The right Chris tian mind must hold fast to the com fort 
that God both will and can use us, and in that faith we are
to go into the fight gladly and boldly.  Let us grant that in
this cour age there may be mixed too much self-re spect
and even some ar ro gance.  The ex pe ri ence we get in the
fight will lit tle by lit tle lead us away from self, and unto
the power of God.

In that way the Lord will train His own to be come ca -
pa ble sol diers.

“Je ho vah is my rock, and my for tress, and my de liv -
erer; My God, my Rock, in whom I will take ref uge; My
shield, and the horn of my sal va tion, my high tower”
Psalm 18:2.

Fight on, my soul, till death
Shall bring thee to thy God!
He’ll take thee at thy part ing breath
Up to His blest abode

Taken from Thy Kingdom Come, by Ludvig Hope;
Copyright, Augsburg Publishing House, Permission

Granted.
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The Bible will always be full of things you 
cannot understand as long as you will not 

live according to those you can
understand.  

Billy Sunday
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Eye Sight!
“‘I coun sel you to buy from Me gold re fined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white gar -
ments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your na ked ness may not be re vealed; and

anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.’”

“I will greatly re joice in the LORD, My soul shall be
joy ful in my God; For He has clothed me with the gar -
ments of sal va tion.  He has cov ered me with the robe of
righ teous ness, As a bride groom decks him self with or na -
ments, And as a bride adorns her self with jew els.”

“‘Let us be glad and re joice and give Him glory, for
the mar riage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has
made her self read.”  And to her it was granted to be ar -
rayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen, is
the righ teous acts of the saints.  Then he said to me,
‘Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the mar riage
sup per of the Lamb!’”  And he said to me, ‘These are the
true say ing of God.’”  Rev e la tion 3:18, Isa iah 61:10 &
Rev e la tion 19:7-9.

WHAT a gift from the LORD, as al most all of us have 
been blest with the ‘gift’ of eye-sight!

The gen tle man in John 9 was not that for tu nate; al -
though be fore we get through this chap ter, he had a dou -
ble-mir a cle (PTL): both a phys i cal and spir i tual mir a cle
from the Great Phy si cian.  Keep in mind/heart that we are
ALL born ‘spir i tu ally bind’ (John 9:9-11, 15, 19, 20, 22,
25, Psalm 51:5, 58:3, Isa iah 53:6, Ephe sians 2:1-10).

By the way: when was the last time you thanked
GOD for your ‘eye-sight’ – both phys i cal and spir i tual?

An old say ing is that ‘a pic ture is worth a thou sand
words’; and with this in mind, it is ap par ent that what you
SEE is even more im por tant than what you hear; but as we 
know ‘both’ are very im por tant.   

How this is fig ured out I don’t know, but it seems that
I learned in the jour ney of life that an ea gle’s eye-sight is
seven times ‘keener’ than hu man eye-sight!

Oc ca sion ally you hear folk say; “Only if I had cat
eyes’; which sounds ter rific, but again sci en tif i cally a
cat’s sen si tive alert ness lies re ally in their whis kers.

 Ev i dently those in the Laocician era think and feel
they are do ing al right with their many pro grams, ac tiv i -
ties, doc trines, etc., BUT God says NO, they are nau se at -
ing to ME and I will spue them out!  THAT IS VERY
SERIOUS as a per son who is ‘luke warm (car nal Chris -
tian?) is the best ad ver tise ment for Hell that there is!

(As a lit tle side-line: take the op por tu nity to study the
make-up of the hu man EYE a lit tle.  It is Mar vel ous)!

Some pro fess ing ‘Chris tians’ are like an os trich and as
the re li gious/spir i tual storm clouds hover over head, they
place their heads in the ‘sand’.  They are not pleased with
that which is hap pen ing right be fore their eyes; but re fuse
to be counted with the mi nor ity as hu man rea son ing thinks
it is too ‘rad i cal’; and there fore to be ‘tol er ant’, un til tol er -
ance be comes trea son!  In other words, for most peo ple it
is n’t lack of knowl edge, but they re fuse to take up their
‘cross’ and fol low JESUS!  This in spite of the fact that SIN
is not ex posed and REPENTANCE is very low keyed IF at
all!

WELL what does the Great PHYSICIAN say about
that sit u a tion when they re fuse to let HIM place ‘clay’ (re -
pen tance) upon their EYES?  In Agape LOVE no tice
what HE says: Rev e la tion 3:18. (For Re pen tance, see
Mat thew 3:8, Mark 1:15, Luke 24:45-47, Acts 17:30 &
26:20). AND then God’s for give ness:  “‘I, even I, am
He who blots out your trans gres sions for My own
sake; And I will not re mem ber your sins’” Isa iah
43:25.

Closely re lated to ‘eye-sight’ are the in di vid ual ‘tear
ducts’.  When ‘tear-ducts’ are dried up, it re sults in blurred 
vi sion.  In or der to have spir i tual blind ness re moved, we
must be will ing to let HIM anoint our eyes with clay.
Many times God uses cleansed ‘ves sel’ to bring about
Holy Spirit (godly re pen tance) John 9:6-7, 11 Co rin thi -
ans 7:10, Galatians 3:24. 

It does n’t take a scientist to re al ize that there is a dif -
fer ence of clar ity/vi sion among us; as some folks
‘eye-sight’ is keener than oth ers, But all be liev ers have at
least some de gree of dis cern ment and it de pends much on
how that ‘dis cern ment’ is ex er cised!  (Re mem ber that dis -
cern ment is also a ‘gift’ from the great Giver – James
1:17, Deut. 29:29, 1 Co rin thi ans 2:5, 10 – 16 & He brews
5:13-14)

God ordains ‘or der li ness’.  As an ex am ple, GOD
wants to be first in ev ery life and house hold and in ‘au -
thor ity’ (Lead er ship); then co mes the man/hus band, then
co mes the wife, who is to live in sub mis sion, and the hus -
band is to love her as his own body!

Scrip tur ally, God wants to be in ‘Lead er ship’, as a
God of ‘or der li ness (not con fu sion) with the in di vid ual



“Be ye separate”

2 Co rin thi ans 6:17

The Chris tian, while in the world, is not to be of the
world.  To him, to live, should be Christ.  Whether he eats
or drinks or what ever he does, he should do all to God’s
glory.  You may lay up trea sure, but lay it up in heaven
where nei ther moth nor rust cor rupts or where thieves can -
not break through or steal.  You may strive to be rich but
let it be your am bi tion to be rich in faith and good works. 
You may have plea sure; but when you are merry, sing
psalms and make mel ody in your heart to the Lord.  In
your spirit, as well as in your aim, you should dif fer from
the world.  Wait ing hum bly be fore God, al ways con scious
of His pres ence, de light ing in com mu nion with Him, and
seek ing to know His will, you will prove that you are of
the heav enly race.  And you should be sep a rate from the
world in your ac tions.  If a thing is right, though you lose
by it, it must be done.  If it is wrong, though you would
gain by it, you must scorn the sin for your Mas ter’s sake. 
You must have no fel low ship with the un fruit ful works of
dark ness, but rather re prove them.  Walk wor thy of your
high call ing and dig nity.  Do not let those eyes which are
soon to see the King in His beauty, be come the win dows
of lust.  Do not let those hearts, which are be fore long to be 
filled with heaven and to over flow with ec static joy, be
filled with pride and bit ter ness. 

Taken from Morning by Morning by C.H. Spurgeon,
Copyright 1984 by Whitaker House.

“Cast thy burden upon the Lord, 

and he shall sustain thee”   Psalm 55:22

Worry, if car ried to ex cess, has the na ture of sin in it. 
The pre cept to avoid worry is re peated fre quently by our
Sav ior.  It is re it er ated by the apos tles.  It is a prin ci ple
which can not be ne glected with out in volv ing trans gres -
sion.  We la bor to take on our selves our weary bur den, as if 
He were un able or un will ing to take it for us.  This dis obe -
di ence to His prin ci ple, this un be lief in His Word, is all
sin ful.  More than this, worry of ten leads to acts of sin.  He
who can not calmly leave his af fairs in God’s hand is very
likely to be tempted to use wrong means to help him self. 
This sin leads to for sak ing God as our Coun selor and re -
sort ing in stead to hu man wis dom.  This is go ing to the
“bro ken cis tern” in stead of to the “foun tain;” a sin which
was laid against Is rael of old.  Anx i ety makes us doubt
God’s lov ing kind ness, and our love for Him grows cold. 
We feel mis trust and grieve the Spirit of God, so that our
prayers be come hin dered, our con sis tent ex am ple marred,
and our life one of self-seek ing.  Thus, lack of con fi dence
in God leads us to wan der far from Him.  If we cast each
bur den as it co mes on Him and we are “care ful for noth -
ing” be cause He un der takes to care for us, it will keep us
close to Him and strengthen us against such temp ta tion. 
“Thou wilt keep him in per fect peace whose mind is stayed 
on thee be cause he trusteth in thee” Isaiah 26:3. 

Taken from Morning by Morning, by C.H. Spurgeon,
Copyright 1984 by Whitaker House.
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life and ‘Com mu nion of saints’ (body of be liev -
ers/church).  Thus God wants the older (more ma ture) in -
di vid ual Chris tian to give coun sel/ad vice/Sta bil ity/
ex am ple in the ‘lo cal con gre ga tion’.  Thus the youn ger
be liev ers are to give mo ti va tion/in spi ra tion and ex am ple,
es pe cially to those in ‘lead er ship’, and to one an other. 
This a Scrip tural teach ing through out ALL of God’s In -
fal li ble WORD for ALL Times!  11 Tim o thy 2:22, Mat -
thew 7:24 -27.

Tears are a uni ver sal lan guage – Tears of JOY and
Tears of SORROW; both phys i cally and Spir i tu ally! 
John 11:33, 35, Luke 15:10, Jer e miah 9:1, Romans 9:1-3,
etc.  We who know JESUS as our per sonal Sav ior have
much to re joice in; but also much to weep over (sor row). 
GOD has ‘per mit ted’ ‘our’ USA to go in the ‘di rec tion’ it
is heading in or der to bring our stub born knees to bend in
PRAYER be fore the Throne of GRACE with tears of
‘sor row/re pen tance’ in or der to ac com plish Rev e la tion
3:18 & 11 Chron i cles 7:14!  WILL WE???  It starts with

us as in di vid u als and then the lo cal con gre ga tions, in clud -
ing our Pas tors!  No tice what GOD SAYS in Isa iah
59:12-19.  Please ask the Great Eye Doc tor to anoint
your eyes that ‘we’ may hate what God hates and love
what God loves! Philippians 3:17 – 21, 1 Co rin thi ans
13:6, Mark 6:34, Mat thew 23:20 & 37, Luke 13:34 &
Prov erbs 29:18.

There is a ‘brighter’ day com ing – 1 Pe ter 1:8, but in
the mean time, may we take very se ri ously the ad mo ni tion 
to ‘oc cupy till I come’.   May we be found faith ful as in di -
vid u als and cor po rately to gether UNTO HIM AND HIS
WORD WHICH IS FOREVER SETTLED IN HEAVEN.

Oh, how we need to learn from the geese which fly in
‘for ma tion’:  That is, to en cour age and strengthen one an -
other (also in the min is try of MG and HLIF); even when
sin has left an crim son stain.  See Isa iah 1:18, 1 John
1:7-2:1, He brews 10:24-25, 11 Tim o thy 4:7-8,
Philippians 3:12-17 and Psalm 116:15.  There are NO
TEARS IN HEAVEN – Rev e la tion 21:4.
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The Church …
By Dr. O. Gornitzka 

“Know ye not that ye are a temple of God, and
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?  If any
man destroyeth the temple of God, him shall

God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, and 
such are ye.”     (1 Corinthians 3:16-17)

In these verses the ap peal is to the group of be liev ers as
a body, the church or the com mu nion of saints (Cf. 1:2).  As
young Chris tians they were lack ing in the proper un der -
stand ing of what it im plied to be long to this body.  There -
fore the “know ye not” was of ten used by the apostle.  

Two fig ures are em ployed in this chap ter with ref er ence 
to the church.  In v. 9 we read “ye are God’s hus bandry,” or,
as in the mar ginal read ing, “ye are God’s tilled land,”
“God’s field.”  By the Word of God fal low ground had been
bro ken up, cul ti vated and seeded in.  They were the Lord’s
farm.  This fig ure re minds us of the par a bles of Je sus set ting 
forth the na ture of the king dom of God.  He speaks of
sower, the soil, the seed and also of the harvest.

The more prom i nent place is, how ever, given to the fig -
ure used in 3:16: “Ye are a tem ple of God” or as in 3:9:
“God’s build ing.”  This fig ure is de vel oped in de tail by the
apos tle Pe ter in 1 Pet. 2, where he speaks of Christ as the
“liv ing stone, the cor ner-stone” and each Chris tian as a liv -
ing stone built into the structure.  

This tem ple con sists then of liv ing stones, that is, men
made alive through faith in Christ Je sus.  Dur ing the build -
ing pe riod there may be much ma te rial pres ent on the
ground not prop erly be long ing to the struc ture.  This ma te -
rial, how ever, will be sep a rated and re moved when the
struc ture is com plete.  So also when the tem ple of God is
com pleted, all that is not made alive in Christ Je sus will be
sep a rated and the glory of the struc ture will ap pear. (Cf. 2
Thess. 1:6-10).

In this tem ple dwelleth the Spirit of God.  

There fore it is God’s tem ple.  What a glo ri ous and yet
sol emn truth!  On the day of Pen te cost the Holy Spirit took

His abode in this tem ple, there to dwell and work un til the
com ple tion of the sanc tu ary.  It is in deed true that God
dwelleth not in tem ples made with hands but in and in the
midst of re deemed souls.  (See Is. 57:15). But where He
dwells He (wants to be) su preme.  He is not pres ent as an
on looker, an ob server, but as the su preme head.  And only to 
the ex tent that this fact is rec og nized can His will and pur -
pose be car ried out.  … He is the di vine ar chi tect.  He knows 
what gifts to em ploy, what means to be used.  If He can suc -
ceed in re veal ing these plans to His church and find a ready
re sponse the work pro gresses.  If He finds self-willed mem -
bers, car nal minded babes, His work is hin dered.  Yes, may
even be destroyed.  

There fore the se ri ous warn ing to the mem bers of the
church (called out ones/cho sen ves sels/re deemed’ blood
bought).  “If any man destroyeth the tem ple of God, him
shall God de stroy” v. 17.  … 

The his tor i cal back ground for this teach ing we have in
the Book of Acts.  How viv idly we are told of the com ing
and abid ing of the Holy Spirit in the church.  How sen si tive
the mem bers were to His di rec tions and guid ance.  How
swift the dis ci pline meted out to those who thought they
were deal ing with men, for get ting the ac tual pres ence and
au thor ity of the Holy Spirit.  And how anx ious the mem bers 
were to “lis ten in” that they might know the mind of the
Spirit.  The re sults were very ev i dent.  There were daily
added to the Lord those who were saved.

The Foun da tion of the Church – 3:11

The foun da tion is Je sus Christ, the God-man.  This
foun da tion is laid and can not be moved or re placed.  God
has laid it.  The cor ner stone is cho sen by Him, is elect, and
pre cious (1 Pet. 2:6).  No tice the per fect agree ment be tween 
Christ Him self, Paul and Pe ter.  (Cf. Matt. 16:16-18).  If
man tries to re move Christ be cause He is a stum bling-block
to him, he does not elim i nate Christ as the foun da tion but
him self as a liv ing stone in the tem ple.  On the other hand,
he who builds on Je sus Christ shall not be put to shame.  He
has built on the everlasting Rock. 

The church of Je sus Christ is not a so ci ety or ga nized
by men for so cial pur poses.  It is a di vine or gan ism vi tally
united with God.  To those who are born again there is no
choice be tween the church and re li gious or ga ni za tions
wherein Christ is re jected as the only foun da tion.  On the
ba sis of the Word of God there will to them be an in tel li gent
choice re sult ing in a clear cut con fes sion.  In our day of
Lodgism let the chal lenge right out, “Choose ye this day ye
will serve.”

Taken from A Study Guide (1 CORINTHIANS)  

(Ed i tor: Should this ‘ar ti cle’ be con tin ued in the next is sue
of the Morn ing Glory?)

A good speaker leaves the lis ten ers more in formed
and a lit tle better off than they would have been if he
kept quiet.  Abra ham Lin coln said, “I am never more
em bar rassed than when I have noth ing to say.”  The

best ad vice here is to have some thing to say and
know what you’re say ing or keep quiet.  

W. F. Weaver



The Meaning of This Freedom
… But to pre vent mis un der stand ing and to voice the

mean ing of the be liev ers’ free dom from the Law, we will
in brief ex press the same in the fol low ing man ner: They
who have been con demned and slain by the Law, so that
they have sought and found their sal va tion only in the
atone ment of Christ, are al to gether free from the Law’s
con di tion of sal va tion, or the ob li ga tion to seek their righ -
teous ness and sal va tion through ob serv ing the Law; … 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me!

This we shall now see by the words of the Holy Scrip -
ture it self.  When, in Romans 7, the apos tle has first set
forth the ex am ple of the per fect free dom from the law of
the hus band, into which the woman is trans ferred when
her hus band dies, so that she may now with out sin be
joined to an other man (v. 2, 3), he adds in v. 4:”Where fore, 
— ye also were made dead to the law through the body of
Christ; and ye should be joined to an other, even to him
who was raised from the dead.”  And again, v. 6: “But
now we have been dis charged from the law, hav ing died to
that wherein we were held; so that we serve in new ness of
the spirit, and not in old ness of the let ter.”  But if any one
then asks about which law the apos tle here speaks, he im -
me di ately re ceives en light en ment as to that in the fol low -
ing verse (v. 7), where the apos tle ex pressly quotes the
es sence, yes, the very mar row out of the Law of the Ten
Com mand ments, namely: “Thou shalt not covet,” which,
we know, is the con clu sion of the moral Law, the last of
the Ten Com mand ments.  There I see, then, about which
Law the apos tle speaks.  It is also from the moral Law, or
the Ten Com mand ments, alone that we learn to “know
sin” (v. 7), be come “slain” (v. 11) and “ex ceed ing sin ful”
(v. 13), etc., as the apos tle says of the Law in this chap ter. 
For from the cer e mo nial law the Jews re ceived, on the
con trary, their com fort and glo ry ing, be cause it could be
ful filled  Ac cord ingly it is of this moral Law the apos tle
says that the be liev ers are “freed (Amer i can Re vised Ver -
sion ‘dis charged’) from the Law.”  But alone in that man -
ner which he him self ex plains, namely, that we are free
from its “curse” (Gal. 3:13) and from its “yoke of bond -
age” (5:1).  There fore he also ex presses the con trary of
“be ing un der the law” by “be ing un der grace,” when in
Rom. 6:14 he says; “For ye are not un der law, but un der
grace.”  When these two con di tions, to be un der Law and
to be un der grace, stand as op po sites of one an other, then
I see what is meant by the free dom from the Law.  Only as
a rule and a light in re gard to what is sin or ho li ness do the 
com mand ments of the moral Law re tain their eter nal im -
por tance and power even for the be liev ers, as a lov ing
guid ance for their will ing spirit and as chas tise ment of
their evil flesh.  For, as was said be fore, what God at any

time loved, that He al ways loves, and what God at any
time hated, that He al ways hates, as sure as His holy be ing
cannot be changed. There fore we see that the same apos tle 
Paul, who most speaks of our free dom from the Law, nev -
er the less, when he ad mon ishes the Chris tians, sets be fore
them the com mand ments of the Law as a rule, for ex am -
ple, when he says: “Only use not your free dom for an oc -
ca sion to the flesh, but through love be ser vants one to
an other, For”—mark this ad di tion –“the whole law is ful -
filled in one word, even in this: Thou shalt love thy neigh -
bor as thy self” (Gal. 5:14).  There we see that he pres ents
the com mand ments of the Law as the rule.  And John says: 
“This is the love of God, that we keep his com mand ments”
(1 John 5:3).  …

Con se quently the be liev ers live un der such a con di -
tion that they, to be sure, have an un change able rule in the
com mand ments of the Law, but that they never shall be
con demned for the greater or lesser fail ings in the ob ser -
va tion of this rule.  They shall, to be sure, be chas tened,
cor rected, cleansed, and bro ken for their sins, first by the
Law, then by “rod and tor ments”, wher ever nec es sary, but
never be judged  ac cord ing to the Law; for should they be
judged ac cord ing to the Law, then they would be con -
demned, be cause the judg ment of the Law is a curse upon
the least sin, — the judg ment reads thus: “Cursed is ev ery
one who continueth not in all things  that are writ ten in the 
book of the law, to do them” (Gal. 3:10).  There fore we
also see how Christ, to be sure, re proved and cor rected His 
be liev ing dis ci ples for their sins, but never ex cluded them
from grace, rather in the midst of his re prov ing spoke of
their seats of honor in heaven (Luke 22:24-30).  Thus
John, too, says in his First Epis tle, Chap ter 2: “My lit tle
chil dren, these things write I unto you that ye may not sin. 
And if any man sin, we have an Ad vo cate with the Fa ther,
Je sus Christ the righ teous.”

So this can ex plain to us the per fect free dom from the
Law.  And if any one still finds it dif fi cult to be lieve and
com pre hend the very truth of the mat ter, we only re mind
him that he who does not be lieve this great truth, has not
yet the right con cep tion of the for give ness of sins; for it is
only be cause of a sin gu lar dark ness of our soul that we do
not con sider that the for give ness of sins im plies free dom
from the Law.  For how can sin be for given, if we shall be
judged ac cord ing to the Law?  A state of grace, a con stant
for give ness must nat u rally im ply that we are not un der the 
judg ment of the Law; …

In heaven there is an ev er last ing son of praise to the
vic tory of the Lamb, but here be low on earth only brief
mo ments of in creased light, joy, and songs of praise.  In
God’s great book my ac count is for ever bal anced, but my
lit tle Pass-book, my con science, sel dom cor re sponds with
God’s ac count, for we have an en emy who con tin u ally
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makes new en tries of debt against us in or der to dis turb
and ter rify us.  But praise be God, that the cov e nant of
grace is in His heart per fect, firm, and un dis turbed; that He 
does not count our sins against us; and that He does not
judge us ac cord ing to the Law, …

Taken from The Believer Free From the Law by C. O.
Rosenius, Lutheran Colportage Service, Inc.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

STAND STEADFASTLY!

By F. E. Marsh

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know

that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.”    
1 Corinthians 15:58

Do we not find the plea, the rea son for stead fast ness, as
ex pressed in the word “there fore”; for it brings be fore us
the truths enu mer ated in 1 Co rin thi ans 15?  In this chap ter,
we see the death of Christ, His res ur rec tion, His glo ri ous
vic tory over death, His com ing glory which we shall share
with Him, the first fruits which He has be come and the cer -
tainty that we shall tri umph over all our foes.

As we see these things, we shall be stead fast in our ad -
her ence to Christ (Ruth 1:18); stead fast in our hearts’ al le -
giance to Him (1 Cor. 7:37); stead fast in hold ing fast our
con fi dence in Him (Heb. 3:14); stead fast in look ing for
Him (Acts 1:10); stead fast in look ing to Him (7:55); stead -
fast in our faith in Him (Col. 2:5); stead fast in our re sis tance 
of Sa tan with the Word (1 Pet. 5:9); stead fast in grow ing in
grace (II Pet. 3:17); and stead fast in our work for Christ (1
Cor. 15:58).

A firm stand – “unmoveable.”  This means stand ing on
res ur rec tion ground, keep ing our po si tion, be cause we are
kept by the power of God through faith.

A per se ver ing ef fort – “al ways abound ing.”  We do not
work by fits and starts but in prayer ful, be liev ing, lov ing,
and per se ver ing ef fort; and we also abound therein.

An im por tant re minder – “in the work of the Lord.”  We 
are to see that our work is in the Lord,  for the Lord, and
with the Lord; not for the glory of self or to bring honor to
any part.

A blessed as sur ance – “for as much as ye know.”  Noth -
ing that we do for Him es capes His no tice; and al though it is 
only a cup of cold wa ter, it will not lose its re ward.

An en cour age ment – “la bour.”  Our ser vice is not play,
but hard work – and yet easy, be cause it is with Him who
loved us and gave Him self for us.

A sure re ward – “not in vain.”  Work ing for Christ on

such lines, in such a man ner, and with such ends can never
miss its re ward.  Thus seek ing to be used by the Lord in
bless ing to oth ers, we our selves shall be grow ing in grace
and be come more Christ-like.

Taken from Sword of the Lord

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Evolution?
“Evo lu tion ists and oth ers that claim that the Cre ation

days men tioned in Gen e sis 1 are lengthy eras or ep ochs fail
to take ecol ogy, which is de fined as, ‘The to tal ity or pat tern
of re la tions be tween or gan isms and their en vi ron ment,’ into 
ac count.  In the late 1960’s TIME re ported about al falfa na -
tive to North Amer ica im ported into Aus tra lia.  The al falfa
thrived in Aus tra lia, ex cept it did not pro duce any seed and
thus started to die out af ter some time.  The Aus tra lians,
check ing into the prob lem, dis cov ered that a cer tain type of
bee also na tive to North Amer ica pol li nated the al falfa.  Af -
ter im port ing bum ble bees from North Amer ica the al falfa
plants in Aus tra lia pro duced seed again and as far as I know 
are still thriv ing to day.  This is just one of the myr iad of ex -
am ples of the in ter ac tion be tween in sects and plants, and
their in ter de pen dence on each other.  Had the third day of
cre ation been of some lengthy pe riod of time, plants de -
pend ent upon in sects for their fer til iza tion would have died
out by the fifth and sixth day of Cre ation when God cre ated
liv ing crea tures.

An other fact that evo lu tion ists sur pris ingly do not take
into ac count when putt ing forth the the ory of evo lu tion,
namely that of de cid u ous plants.  How do trees, for ex am -
ple, know, some time be fore win ter weather sets in, to pre -
pare for win ter and the com ing spring?  Trees are clever
enough, or in the lan guage of evo lu tion ists, have evolved to 
the point, that they know to ex tract the nour ish ment from
the leaves, to store it and pro duce tightly sealed buds in the
fall.  If trees would not pre pare in that way they would soon
die out.  How are evo lu tion ists able to ex plain how trees ac -
quired these traits by the pro cess of evo lu tion?  It was God
the Cre ator Who im planted these traits into trees.

An other ob ser va tion which seem ingly is ig nored by
evo lu tion ists is the cu ri ous anom a lous prop erty of wa ter
be ing lighter in its solid (frozen) state than in its liq uid state.  
Had the Cre ator not de signed the wa ter mol e cules with
these anom a lous prop er ties, ice would be denser than liq uid 
wa ter and all bod ies of wa ter would freeze solid from the
bot tom up, thus kill ing all sea and sweet-wa ter crea tures. 
Ice form ing on the wa ter’s sur face in stead cre ates a seal
pro tect ing all wa ter crea tures and plants.” 

Signed “Ziggy”, a let ter writ ten to CHRISTIAN NEWS.
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Believable  …Yet Unbelievable

Federal Court Keeps “In God We Trust”

A chal lenge to Amer ica’s na tional motto has been
struck down by a fed eral dis trict court.  Dr. Mi chael
Newdow and the Free dom From Re li gion Foun da tion
sued to have “In God We Trust” de leted from U. S.
currency.

The court stated there was am ple body of case law and 
they could only come to one con clu sion.  The or der re jects 
ar gu ments the motto vi o lates the Es tab lish ment Clause of
the First Amendment…

“The de ci sion is wel comed and well-rea soned,” (The
Amer i can Cen ter for Law and Jus tice) Chief Coun sel Jay
Sekulow said.

The ACLJ, in a brief sub mit ted to the court, points out
the na tional motto re flects the his tor i cal be gin nings of the
United States.  The be lief in God was in te gral in the
found ing of the na tion, and re mov ing all ref er ences to
God to please athe is tic pref er ences is not sup ported by the
First Amendment.  

The brief also ex plains, “The na tional motto sim ply
ech oes the prin ci ple found in the Dec la ra tion of In de pend -
ence that our free doms come from God and not the state:
and that the Es tab lish ment Clause is not in tended to guar -
an tee the pub lic will not be ex posed to re li gions or re li -
gious symbols. 

CBN.com

High School Seniors Binge Drinking

In a USA To day  (Sep tem ber 17, 2013), Nanci
Hellmich re ports that a new study re leased the day be fore
has doc u mented that ap prox i mately one in five high
school se niors in the U.S. have en gaged in “ex treme binge
drink ing.”   By “ex treme” they mean 10 or more drinks at
one sitting.

A re view of the ac tual re search re veals that the prob -
lem of “binge drink ing” ex ists much ear lier than the se nior 
year in high school, but it ob vi ously grows as the stu dents
get older.  Many of the is sues with ac ci dents, al co hol poi -
son ing, drowning etc., can be traced to al co hol.  This ob vi -
ously sets the stage for many of these young peo ple
be com ing alcoholics (drunkards).

When will our na tion come to its senses and put ma jor
re stric tions on the flow of al co hol?

SWORD PRESS SERVICE 

“Sharia Bill” Becomes Law in North
Carolina After Governor Refuses to Veto

North Carolina has be come the sev enth state ex plic -
itly to pro hibit sharia law in ter pre ta tion in court af ter Gov -
er nor Pat McCrory de nied ve to ing House Bill 522.

McCrory, a Re pub li can, re fused to sign the bill en ti -
tled “For eign Law/Pro tect Con sti tu tional Rights,” call ing
it “un nec es sary.”  How ever, he also did not ac tively veto
the bill, and there fore the piece of leg is la tion au to mat i -
cally be came law (on Au gust 26, 2013). 

The bill seeks to pro tect the con sti tu tional  rights of
those in volved in fam ily court mat ters, in clud ing do mes tic 
and child abuse cases, by pro hib it ing judges from in ter -
pret ing “for eign law,” in clud ing the Is lamic sharia law, or
set of le gal codes im posed by the teach ing of Is lam, as
well as Jewish law.

Katherine Weber for ChristianPost.com 

South Dakota Christian Billboard
Erected as Rebuttal to Atheist Signs 

A dig i tal bill board with the words, “The fool hath said 
in his heart, There is no God,” was erected in Sioux Falls,
South Da kota (Au gust 26, 2013) in di rect re sponse to the
seven signs dis persed through out the state in vit ing res i -
dents who do not be lieve in God to “join the club.”

The new elec tronic bill board, which stands in front of
one of the signs ques tion ing God’s ex is tence, fea tures ro -
tat ing slides with the bib li cal verse, Psalm 14:1, ap pear ing 
ev ery cou ple of sec onds.  Ac cord ing to con struc tion busi -
ness owner Wil liam Kreider, who per son ally funded the
sign, the mes sage is meant to give South Dakotans a dif -
fer ent per spec tive.

Jessica Martinez for ChristianPost.com

Five Nigerian Christians Executed in
Latest Attack by Islamists 

Five in di vid u als have been ex e cuted by Islamists af ter 
de clar ing them selves fol low ers of Je sus Christ out side the
Ni ge rian city of Jos (in late August, 2013).

The shock ing in ci dent saw Islamists stop a mini bus
and or der its oc cu pants to get out.  Af ter find ing out five
in di vid u als were Chris tians, they were forced to lie down
in a ditch, where they were then shot dead…

In re cent years, Ni ge ria has been a hot bed of vi o lence
with Mus lim ex trem ists at tack ing Chris tians on a reg u lar
ba sis.  The vi o lence has been led by a group known as
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Boko Haram, a jihadist ter ror ist group seek ing to make
Ni ge ria an Is lamic state and im pose sharia law.  Since its
in cep tion in 2001, the group has gained no to ri ety by kill -
ing Chris tians and bomb ing their churches and schools. 

 Morgan Lee for ChristianPost.com

Ed i tor’s Com ments:  These Islamically driven kill ings in
var i ous coun tries are be ing re ported daily.  It is the norm,
and no amount of hedg ing about a “re li gion of peace” can
jus tify such ac tions. 

Sword of the Lord.

Kids Find Three-Month Premature Baby
in the Trash, Still Breathing

A group of kids found a three-month pre ma ture baby,
who was still breath ing, in a trash pile be hind a build ing in 
Jer sey City, New Jer sey (La bor Day week end, 2013).  The 
child is now at Jer sey City Med i cal cen ter re ceiv ing med i -
cal care and treatment.

New Jer sey’s safe ha ven law would have al lowed the
mom to leave the boy anon y mously at a hos pi tal or po lice
sta tion with out aban don ing the in fant to die…

Weigh ing just 2.85 pounds, the lit tle boy was in a sta -
ble con di tion in in ten sive care…He still had his um bil i cal
cord at tached.

Steven Ertelt for LifeNews.com

INTERESTING!!  I be came aware of the fol low ing 
   ‘in for ma tion’ on No vem ber 8, 2013:

VATICAN CITY

Pope Fran cis will re ceive Rus sian Pres i dent Vladi mir
Putin on No vem ber 25, 2013: Did it ac tu ally hap pen? 
Check it out!!!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

PRAY for the Land of the brave and free (USA) 
and our Lead ers!

PRAY FOR THE PERSECUTED
BRETHREN 

“Let brotherly love continue.  Do not forget to
entertain strangers, for by so doing some have
unwittingly entertained angels, Remember the
prisoners as if chained with them – those who

are mistreated – since you yourselves are in the
body also”. Hebrews 13:1-3.

ALSO 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!

If we con fess our sins, He is faith ful and righ teous

to for give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un -

righ teous ness.  1 John 1:9

IT is sin to com mit sin, but there is some thing that is
still worse, and that is to turn away from God and hide the
sin from him.  Our deep est hurt is not that evil dwells in us, 
nor that sin rules over us; the deep est hurt is that we re fuse
to con fess our sin to God.  We try in ev ery way to wrig gle
away from ad mit ting sin it self; or we try to find a cause for 
it here or there – only not in our selves.

Right there is our deep est hurt.
Pride car ried man away from God, and pride is the

chief ob sta cle when man is to find his way back to God. 
We can in deed ad mit that we are sin ners, and that we com -
mit sin too, but we are of ten real mas ters at get ting around
sin it self, also when we ap pear be fore God.  Of all the
things that hum ble us, there is hardly any thing that is so
dif fi cult for us to agree to do as to con fess sin it self.  If we
can sur ren der to God also this strong hold in our life, then
vic tory is won by him who gives grace to the hum ble. 
Then joy and peace come forth in the soul anew, be cause
He who for gives the sin that we have con fessed, he
cleanses us from all unrighteousness.  

Noth ing ought to be too dear to sac ri fice in or der to
pos sess life’s great est joy.

Thy light to ev ery thought im part,
And shed Thy love in ev ery heart;
The weak ness of our mor tal state
With death less might in vig o rate.

Taken from Thy Kingdom Come by Ludvig Hope,
Copyright Augsburg Publishing House,

Permission Granted.
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WHY NOT???

Whether you be lieve in ‘New Year’s Res o lu tions’ or 
NOT: ‘Why Not’ make it a prac tice as Rel a tives
and Friends gather to visit in your home, to make
cer tain that be fore they leave, to dis cuss Scrip ture

and have Scrip tural read ing and Prayer?  

Whether we ad mit it or not:  WE NEED IT!  
He brews 10:24-25, Prov erbs 27:17.  



Restored Souls and
Righteous Paths

“He restoreth my Soul: He leadeth me in the
paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.”  

Psalm 23:3

(Con tin ued from last is sue of the Morn ing Glory)

PSALM Twenty-three is a love song.  It is a song of the
love and in ti macy that ex ists be tween the shep herd and the
sheep.  It il lus trates the re la tion ship that ex ists be tween
God’s sheep on earth and their Shep herd in heaven. …

A Mr. Hadad tells of watch ing shep herds on the slopes
of Mount Hermon, with the lov ing care they ex er cise over
the sheep.  The shep herd knew his sheep and they knew
him.  He said that ev ery shep herd watched his flock closely
to see how it fared.  When a shep herd found a new-born
lamb, he would put it into the fold of his great coat, since it
was too fee ble to fol low its mother.  He told of one shep herd 
whose great coat was so full of lambs that when he found
an other new-born, he laid it on his shoul ders, hold ing it by
its feet.  He did this un til the lit tle ones were able to fol low
their moth ers.  This is the beau ti ful pic ture that is drawn of
our Sav ior in Isa iah’s de scrip tion in chap ter forty, verse
eleven, “He shall feed his flock like a shep herd: he shall
gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, 
and shall gently lead those that are with young.”

INTERPRETATION 

We have seen that early in the morn ing the shep herd led 
his flock from the fold.  He must lead them out to pas ture to
drink ev ery day.  The paths in Pal es tine are many.  They
have been made and trav eled by shep herd and sheep for
many gen er a tions.  Paths run ev ery way.  Some of them are
paths of peril, paths that run near the prec i pice, paths that
run through shad ows where wild beast lurk, paths that are
rough and steep.  The shep herd knows the paths and the
pas sages, and leads the sheep in safe paths; that is, paths of
righ teous ness.

The shep herd watches the sheep con stantly lest they go
astray, yet with all his care some do wan der away.  Here co -
mes a sheep who says to it self, “Just look at that nice path. 
The shep herd missed it.  That’s better than the path in which 
he leads.  I’ll take it.”  And away goes the sheep, fol low ing
the path that leads through the moun tain ous coun try where
prec i pices are on ev ery hand over which the sheep may fall.  
The sheep thinks the path is all right and knows not the dan -
ger.  “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the
end thereof are the ways of death.”

When a sheep does go astray, the shep herd goes af ter it
and brings it back.  “He restoreth my soul,” wrote Da vid. 

APPLICATION

“He restoreth my soul.”  Again we call at ten tion to the
per sonal as pect of this Psalm.  “He restoreth MY soul.”  Not 
“He restoreth a soul.”  Not ”He restoreth the soul.”  Not “He 
restoreth some soul.”  “He restoreth MY soul.”

“MY soul.”  And what is my soul?  My soul is I.  It is
the “me” of this Psalm.  It is the eter nal “me.”  One trans la -
tion makes it, “He restoreth me.”  The hymn puts it, “Re -
stores me when wan der ing” Could lan guage con vey a more 
heart en ing as sur ance than this?

There might be sev eral mean ings to this sen tence.  It
might mean that the shep herd re stored the sick to health. 
The shep herd will care for the sick sheep.  He will hunt out
the hurt sheep or lamb and anoint and dress its wounds.  He
will bind bro ken bones with suc cess.  He is a sur geon, not
only for sheep but some times for peo ple.  God’s charge
against the false shep herds of His peo ple Is rael was, “The
dis eased have ye not strength ened, nei ther have ye healed
that which was sick, nei ther have ye bound up that which
was bro ken, nei ther have ye brought again that which was
driven away, nei ther have ye sought that which was lost”
(Ezek. 34:4).  So our Lord is a true Shep herd Who re stores
us.  “The great Phy si cian now is here, the sym pa thiz ing Je -
sus.”  …

“He restoreth my soul” means that I am re freshed by
ly ing down in green pas tures and by drink ing of the still
wa ters.

While these things may be true we be lieve that the
phrase “He restoreth my soul” means more.  The orig i nal
mean ing of the word “restoreth” is “to bring back.”  The
old Saxon trans la tion is, “He is bring ing back my soul.” 
Bring ing back im plies wan der ing, or what we would call
back slid ing.  Christ is the home – bringer of the wan der ing
sheep. 

How sad it is that af ter we have heard the voice of the
shep herd say ing to us, ”Thy sins are for given;” af ter hav -
ing en joyed the green pas tures and the still wa ters of His
pro vi sion; af ter know ing the Fa ther’s house with its “bread
enough and to spare;” af ter the ring, the best robe, and the
shoes; we should turn away to the filthy rags of sin and to
the husks of the wine.  How sad that stray ing should ever
oc cur.  How sad that res to ra tion should ever be needed.  It is 
a wretched heart, in deed, that re quires such grace.

Sheep stray eas ily; so do peo ple.  Sheep are very stu -
pid.  They have no re spon si bil ity.  …

Sheep do not know enough to re main in the flock. 
They do well at go ing astray.  We are like that, for “All we
like sheep have gone astray.  We have turned ev ery one to
his own way.”  Your own way is not the way of righ teous -
ness.

It is so easy for sheep to wan der, and men are prone to
go astray.  It is not only a go ing astray in open sin; there is a
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heart wan der ing also.  If we do not en joy the word of God
and find it rich we are wan der ing away from the Shep herd. 
If Prayer Meet ing is a dry place to which we do not like to
go, we are wan der ing sheep.  If we do not en joy Chris tian
fel low ship, if we do not en joy the ser vices in the church, we 
are go ing astray.  If we are in dif fer ent to the souls of men,
and if we com pro mise with the Truth, we are wan ders away 
from God. …

“He restoreth my soul.”  To what?  To the flock; to the 
fold, to fel low ship; to ser vice.

Taken from The Psalm of Psalms, By R. L. Moyer, D.D.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

What Business Would Advocate LOWER
STANDARDS To Draw a Crowd?

By Dr. Earl Jessup

I have searched the Internet and looked ev ery where I
can.  I have watched and lis tened to com mer cials to see if I
can find one.  There just are not any out there.  I can not find
any one or any busi ness that uses lower stan dards to bring in 
busi ness and cli ents.

I can not find a den tist or doc tor that is of fer ing dis -
counts be cause he ster il izes his in stru ments af ter ev ery
third pa tient.  I have looked for an au to mo bile com pany that 
is ad ver tis ing a lower price be cause they use lower–qual ity
parts on their brakes.  They just are not out there!

If there is a busi ness in North Amer ica that is fol low ing
the lead of con tem po rary churches to at tract peo ple, I just
can not find one!  Where are they?

In fact, it is just the op po site.  I found the fol low ing:
Meijer, “higher stan dards”; Bank of Amer ica, “higher stan -
dards”; Rome In sur ance Agency, “higher stan dards”;
Home Life Re alty, “higher stan dards”; For, “Qual ity is Job
One.”  Brit ish Co lum bia’s Min is ter of Ed u ca tion, George
Abbott, wrote the fol low ing: 

The plan con sists of five key el e ments: Per son al -
ized Learn ing for ev ery stu dent; Qual ity Teach ing
and Learn ing; Flex i bil ity and Choice; High Stan -
dards; and Learn ing Em pow ered by Tech nol ogy.

I think if we talked to any com pany try ing to com pete
in the mar ket place, we would find that they are pro mot ing
higher stan dards for their busi ness and top-qual ity prod -
ucts.  It seems the busi ness world knows that the higher
they can keep their stan dards, the better the prod uct they
will pro duce, and the more cli ents and cus tom ers they will
at tract.

The Bi ble says in Luke 16:8 “For the chil dren of this
world are in their gen er a tion wiser than the chil dren of
light.”  Why is it that the only place where peo ple seem to
want to lower the stan dard is the church?

I re cently asked this ques tion to a group of young
adults, and one young man said, “Be cause we are wicked
flesh.”  What an as tute an swer!  There is al ways a bat tle be -
tween our wicked flesh and the higher stan dards set forth
by the Scrip ture.

Sadly, many churches are cav ing in to the de sires of
fleshly mem bers and low er ing their stan dards.  The church
is the only place where peo ple do not un der stand that lower
stan dards equal lower qual ity.  Maybe this is the rea son we
are so pow er less in im pact ing our com mu ni ties for Christ.

Now is the time for lo cal churches to be gin pro mot ing
“higher stan dards: like the com pa nies listed above.  While
do ing so, we should also in struct our church fam ily that
hav ing higher stan dards is a good thing.  Higher stan dards
pro duce better qual ity.  Ev ery one in the busi ness world
knows this, and we should as well.  

Sec ond, when higher stan dards are pro moted, we at -
tract peo ple who are look ing for qual ity.  There are peo ple
who are sick and tired of churches that lower their stan -
dards, but we are afraid to pro mote that we have a higher
stan dard.

We should never be ashamed of be long ing to a church
where one strives for a high stan dard.  Peo ple in our com -
mu ni ties will at tend churches with higher stan dards when
they un der stand that higher stan dards are a good thing,
even for churches.

Third, when pre sented prop erly, higher stan dards de -
velop stron ger churches.  It is time we be gin to ex plain to
our church fam i lies the bib li cal rea sons we hold to a higher
stan dard.  When we do that, they will not be tempted to take 
their fam i lies to the churches that are lur ing them away with 
world li ness and en ter tain ment.

Sa tan has used the con tem po rary church move ment to
at tract peo ple from our churches by low er ing their stan -
dards in mu sic, preach ing and dress.  The phi los o phy of this 
move ment is that God is not in ter ested in high stan dards. 
They have taken this ar gu ment and pro moted it so much
that peo ple be lieve it with out even think ing it through. 
Please con sider this care fully.  Not one busi ness would pro -
mote lower stan dards.  They know that lower stan dards do
not stand for high qual ity, and peo ple want the high est qual -
ity they can get.  Nei ther should the church lower its stan -
dards.  We should never let the ‘chil dren of this world be
wiser than the chil dren of light.’  

Taken from The Sword of the Lord
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Abstain from every form of evil.
1 Thess. 5:22

WHEN we have given our life to Christ, we have
crossed the bound ary into the king dom where all sin must
be our en emy.  We must ab stain from all that is evil, be gin -
ning with the most hid den thought in the heart, and on to
the life that is open to the gaze of all.  We have not the right 
to let sin rule in one sin gle in stance.  If this truth al ways
stood clearly be fore us, many things would be dif fer ent in
our daily life.

An other do main where we Chris tians must be care ful
is the realm of what are called “mid dle things,” or
adiaphora, or things in dif fer ent: acts that some peo ple
con sider sin, and oth ers not.  Per haps you can take part in
many of these things with out dam age to your soul: you do
not con sider them sin ful.  But by tak ing part you may
cause some other Chris tian to fall.  Paul was so care ful on
this point that if he knew that any one was caused to stum -
ble by his eat ing meat, then he would eat no flesh “for ev -
er more.”   Among us Chris tians of to day there are many
who never taste al co hol, not be cause they them selves are
tempted to drunk en ness, but be cause they do not want to
cause oth ers to fall.  That is a healthy, Chris tian view.  That 
is obey ing the Bi ble Word about being a good example for
others.

A Chris tian must also be on his guard lest he be de -
ceived by that which in it self is good.  When home, busi -
ness, money, build ings, and land be come dearer than God, 
then there is grave dan ger.  Surely more peo ple have fallen 
away from God through love for the world, than by a sin -
ful act.

My soul, on thy guard,
Ten thou sand foes arise; 
And hosts of sin are press ing hard
To draw thee from the skies.

Taken from Thy Kingdom Come by Ludvig Hope,
Copyright Augsburg Publishing House, Permission

Granted.

Ed i tor’s Note: En light ened by the Word of God (the
Holy Spirit) I be lieve the Bi ble def i nitely teaches TOTAL
ab sti nence from al co hol bev er ages (not speak ing in re -
gards to pos si ble “Med i cal” pre scrip tions): for ex am ple:
Prov erbs 20:1, Isa iah 28:7-8, 56:10-12, Prov erbs 23:31,
Romans 14:21, John 5:37-39, 1 Tim o thy 3:3, Ephe sians
5:18.  Ev ery al co holic/drunk ard starts with the FIRST
DRINK!  Keep in mind that the Bi ble NEVER con tra dicts
It self.  It may seem so to some people; BUT all Scrip ture
lives in harmony! 

Any way a ‘word’ to ALL be liev ers: “Be ware lest
some how this lib erty of yours be come a stum bling block
to those who are weak.  But when you thus sin against
the breth ren, and wound their weak con science, you sin
against Christ.” 1 Co rin thi ans 8:9 & 12.

P. S.  QUESTION (?)  WHY DON’T ‘OUR’
COMMUNITIES AND STATES APPROACH the al -
co hol in dus try WITH THE SAME “VIGOR” as they
do the to bacco in dus try? 

All Through This Hour

Read: Psalm 25:11

“Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You
are the God of my salvation; on you I wait all

the day” Ps. 25:5

The ma jes tic chime of Lon don’s Great Clock of West -
min ster, com monly known as Big Ben, is fa mil iar to
many.  In fact, some of us may have clocks in our homes
that sound the same hourly chime.  It is tra di tion ally
thought that the mel ody was taken from Han del’s Mes -
siah.  And the lyr ics in scribed in the Big Ben clock room
have a time sig nif i cance: All through this hour, Lord, be
my guide; And by Thy power, No foot shall side. 

These lyr ics are a good re minder of our con stant need
for God’s guid ance.  King Da vid rec og nized that he
needed guid ance all through the day as he faced the chal -
lenges of life.  In Psalm 25 he says: “Lead me in Your truth 
and teach me, for You are the God of my sal va tion; on You
I wait all the day” (v. 5).  Want ing to be a teach able fol -
lower of God, Da vid looked to his Re deemer for di rec tion.  
His heart’s de sire was to wait on God with de pend ent faith
through out the entire day.  

May this be our de sire as well.  Our re quests for God’s 
help of ten be gin the day, but then com pet ing dis trac tions
can pull our at ten tion away from Him.  Lord, re mind us to
pray: “All through this hour, Lord, be my guide.”

              Den nis Fisher
There’s never a day nor a sea son
That prayer may not bless ev ery hour,
And never a prayer need be help less
When linked with God’s in fi nite power.  – Mor ton

Let Christ be first in your thoughts in the morn ing, and 
last in your thoughts at night.

Taken from Our Daily Bread, copy right 2013 – RBC
Min is tries, Grand Rap ids, MI.  Per mis sion Granted.
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I Want to See Jesus!
By Bob Jones, Sr.

A steam boat with a plea sure party on board was go ing
down the Mis sis sippi River.  A woman on deck fell over -
board.  As quick as a flash, a man leaped into the wa ter and 
res cued her.  She stood shiv er ing in the wind, drip ping wet 
when some body rushed up and said, “Take this wrap.”

She said, “Take that wrap away!  I want to look into
the face of that man who saved me!”

I want to see Je sus, the One who found me when I was
a lit tle coun try boy at the age of eleven, the One whom I
have never seen but have loved all these years.  I want to
see Him!

I wish I could have seen Him when He was a Baby. 
He must have been beau ti ful.

I wish I could have seen Him in the man ger.
I wish I could have seen a star lead ing the Wise Men to 

His cra dle.
I wish I could have seen Him when His mother and

His foster fa ther, Jo seph, took Him down to Egypt.
I wish I could have seen Him at the age of twelve as

He talked to the doc tors of the law in the tem ple.  I would
have en joyed watch ing those old wise men as they sat un -
der the spell of His per son al ity.

I wish I could have seen Him at Jor dan when He was
bap tized.

I wish I could have seen Him on the moun tain top in
the wil der ness or on the pin na cle of the tem ple when He
was tempted.

I wish I could have been at the mar riage sup per that
night and seen the look of as ton ish ment on their faces
when He changed the wa ter to wine.

I wish I could have seen Him per form some of His
mir a cles.  I should like to have been with Him at the tomb
of Laz a rus when He said, “Laz a rus, come forth,” and
there walked out of that grave that man who had been
dead.

I wish I could have seen Him on the cross.  I think it
would have bro ken my heart if I had stood there that day
and seen Him hang ing in ag ony and blood.  But, oh, how I
would have loved Him!

I wish I could have seen Him when He pulled off His
grave-clothes and walked out of the tomb.

I wish I could have seen the as ton ished look on the
face of Thomas when he saw the nail prints.

I wish I could have watched with that crowd when He
climbed back up to His Fa ther’s house.

But I would rather see Him when He co mes again! 
The hum blest Chris tian will have the glo ri ous priv i lege of
see ing Him come in glory some day.  We shall see Him! 

And if He takes His nail-pierced hand and puts a crown on
my head, I will let it stay there for just a min ute be cause
He put it there.  Then I want to lift that crown from my
head and put it at His feet and ask the re deemed hosts to
sing:

All hail the pow’r of Je sus’ name!
Let an gels pros trate fall.
Bring forth the royal di a dem
And crown Him Lord of all.

I shall see Him!  He is com ing again.  “this same Je -
sus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come
in like man ner as ye have seen him go into heaven” (Acts
1:11).                          Se lected

Ed i tor’s Note:  Mat thew 17:1-8.

MINCED SWEARING

At school I am about the only Christian in our
class.  The boys and girls swear a lot.  I don’t

believe it is right for them to swear, because the
children in the younger classes pick up the

words and use them.  Is it all right to use such
words as “gee,” “golly,” “darn,” etc., since

they aren’t swear words?

First of all, let me say that I feel that the three words
you men tioned are swear words the same as a num ber of
oth ers that peo ple use.  If you will check “Web ster’s New
World Dic tio nary,” you will find that the word “gee” is
sim ply a con trac tion of the word, “Je sus” and is clas si fied
as a slang ex pres sion.  The word “darn,” ac cord ing to
Web ster, re ally means “damn,” and is the pro nun ci a tion of 
a curse on some one.  “Golly” is a term of speech for
“God.”  We could go on and point out other such words
which are re ally sub sti tutes for God or the Lord Je sus and
con se quently, the same as tak ing the name of the Lord
God in vain and break ing the com mand ment given in Ex o -
dus 20:7.  Gen er ally, the use of such words is the first step
to the use of more vile language and swearing.

The fact that you are the only Chris tian in your class is 
all the more rea son why you should be care ful of what you 
say so that the other boys and girls will see that you are
dif fer ent.  …

Taken from How Danny Orlis Would Answer by The
Good News Broadcasting Association.
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For the ‘child’ of GOD
“I WILL love You, O LORD, my strength.  The LORD

is my rock and my for tress and my de liv erer; My God, my
strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of
my sal va tion, my strong hold.  I will call upon the LORD,
who is wor thy to be praised; So shall I be saved from my
en e mies.”     Psalm 18:1-3

Ed i tor’s Note: Please note the word “MY”

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Time For A Change

Read Gen e sis 12:1-8.

There he built an altar to the LORD and called 
on the name of the LORD – (V. 8).

Many be liev ers long to spend daily time with God,
pray ing and read ing His Word.  Iron i cally, they are of ten
dis tracted by a busy sched ule.  Frus tra tions mount as
busy ness seems to crowd out an open ing in their schedule. 
Oswald Cham bers has wisely com mented on the trans -
form ing power of even five min utes in the pres ence of the
Lord.  In deed, even a short time spent in in ter ces sion and
the Word still has great value: “It is not the thing on which
we spend the most time that molds us, but the thing that
ex erts the great est power.  Five min utes with God and His
Word is worth more than all the rest of the day.”  Now, it
may sound like Cham bers has made an over state ment.  Yet 
pow er ful re sults can come from even a short time of
prayer, be cause God is powerful.   

Some times our days are filled with busy de mands that
crowd out time spent in lis ten ing to and re spond ing to
God.  But no mat ter where we are, any time taken to build
our own spir i tual “al tar” to the Lord as Abram did (Gen.
12:8) opens the door to His trans form ing power.  If you are 
hav ing trou ble es tab lish ing a time with God, you could
start with just five min utes and see where it leads.  Our
God longs to meet with us and show His power in our
lives.                                       – Den nis Fisher

Lord, it’s amaz ing to me that You, Al mighty God, 
Would want to spend time with me!  Thank You.  
I stum ble with my words at times but am in awe of 
You.  Thank You that You want to hear from me.

Talk with God – He wants to hear your heart

Our Daily Bread, Copyright 2013 RBC Ministries,
Grand Rapids, MI.  Permission Granted

A Religion of Four Letters!

R. A Torrey

A friend of mine once said to an other who was seek -
ing peace by doing, “You have a re li gion of two let ters. 
My re li gion is a re li gion of four let ters.”

“How is that?” asked the other.
“Your re li gion is do.  My re li gion is done.  You are

try ing to rest in what you do.  I am rest ing in what Christ
has done.”

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Be Careful What You Say

(Lit tle Ears Are Lis ten ing)

I had al ways talked about my job a lot at home, and
my young daugh ter had al ways ex pressed great in ter est. 
So I thought it would be a treat for her to spend the day
with me at the of fice.  Since I wanted it to be a sur prise, I
did n’t tell her where we were go ing, just that it would be
fun.  Al though usu ally a bit shy, she seemed ex cited to
meet each col league I in tro duced.  On the way home, how -
ever, she seemed somewhat down.

“Did n’t you have a nice time?” I asked.
“Well, it was okay,” she re sponded.  “But I thought it

would be more like a cir cus.”
Con fused, I asked, “What ever do you mean?”
She said, “Well, you’ve al ways said you work with a

bunch of clowns, and I never got to see them!”
Selected
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Make Plans Now to Attend the
Hauge Spring Bible Conference

Wangen Prai rie Lu theran Church
Ru ral Can non Falls, MN
Friday, March 28 – Sunday, March 30, 2014

Con fer ence Theme:  Mar riage Sup per of the Lamb 
from Rev e la tion 19:7-9

Speak ers:

Pas tor/Mis sion ary Connely Dyrud, Ma ple Grove, MN

Pas tor Paul Tjelta, Westby, WI

Pas tor Rodney Stueland, Dilworth, MN

Pas tor Jim Haga, Shoreview, MN

Look for more in for ma tion and a sched ule in the
Feb ru ary is sue of the Morn ing Glory.
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UPDATE

WHY???

“‘The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,’
says the LORD of hosts.  ‘The glory of this

latter temple shall be greater than the former,’ 
says the LORD of hosts.  ‘And in this place I
will give peace,’ says the LORD of hosts.’” 

Haggai 2:8-9.

GOD through his ‘prophet’ chal lenges HIS peo ple
who are liv ing (ba si cally) for the pres ent time; who are
re mod el ing their houses (to day’s con ve niences: out -
door rec re ational ve hi cles/in stru ments, sports, etc.).
NOT that it is wrong in it self: BUT to put God and His
righ teous ness and ex pe ri ence first!  See Mat thew 6:33

It has been said that there are nom i nal/car nal
Chris tians (?), real Chris tians and yielded Chris tians –
in which then GOD gets access to the ‘bill fold/check -
book’.  WHY is it so ‘dif fi cult’ for ‘us’ to let go; be -
cause HE SAYS the sil ver and gold are Mine?  WHEN 
that which is ‘with held’, be longs to an other, this is a
form  of steal ing.  See Malachi 3:8-10.

Why, when it took a MIRACLE to hang the
‘world’ in space … it took a ‘mir a cle’ of love and
GRACE to ‘save’ my soul: is it so dif fi cult to let HIM
have ‘free’ ac cess to ‘our’ fi nances (trust Him)?

Part of the ques tion of WHY is, we who know
JESUS as our per sonal Sav ior, know from the depths
of our hearts that our Lov ing Sav ior only wants the
best for us, both in this life and eter nity.  YET it is a
‘strug gle’ to let HIM man age our en tire ‘stew ard ship’
in HIS be half.

YOU know ‘bat tles’ are never won by re treat so
we press on.  That’s ‘why’ peo ple save, in vest, build,
plan and pray.  It’s why pas tors preach, teach ers teach,
build ers build, and farm ers’ plant.  They are ALL look -
ing for ward.  MG/HLIF is look ing for ward to ex -
panding its pos i tive im pact on in di vid u als, fam i lies,
churches and com mu ni ties with your help.

‘WE’ are in a ‘spir i tual war’ and de sire more spir i -
tual vol un teers of ‘sol diers of the cross’ of Je sus Christ
as sol diers march ing as to war!  Make no mis take ‘we’
are in a war.  Sa tan is out to kill us, and we need to con -
tinue to draw the line in the sand, lock arms, minds,
hearts and souls, led by JESUS with the power of His
blood in obe di ence/love to His WORD and say, NO! 
No to Sa tan to day, to mor row and on.

Just take a ‘mo ment’ and read verse 9 again and
also ap ply it ‘spir i tu ally.’

“hav ing been built on the foun da tion of the apos -
tles and proph ets, Je sus Christ Him self be ing the

chief cor ner stone, in whom the whole build ing, be ing 
fit ted to gether, grows into a holy tem ple in the Lord,
in whom you also are be ing built to gether for a dwell -
ing place of God in the Spirit’ Ephe sians 2:20-22.

God wants only the best for you and I, as we
work ‘to gether’ as a TEAM!

Are you will ing to work to gether with ‘us’ as a
‘team’?  IF NOT, WHY NOT?

No vem ber’s In come for the min is try of the Morn ing
Glory is $2065.00.

The ac tual cost of pub lish ing and mail ing each is sue
(monthly) of the Morn ing Glory is app. $2,000; plus
there are def i nitely other no tice able ex penses.  3 John
2-8.


