
Beyond Suffering …Glory!
(A ra dio Mes sage by Wilbur E. Nel son)

aul (God in spired) uses his fa mil iar ex pres sion,
“I reckon,” to in tro duce a most heart en ing and

blessed thought in Romans 8:18: “I reckon that the 
suf fer ings of this pres ent time are not wor thy to be

com pared with the glory which shall be re vealed to us
ward.”

When Paul wrote about suf fer ing, he could write out
of ex pe ri ence, for cer tainly few, if any, have ever suf fered
greater – ei ther phys i cally or emo tion ally and men tally –
than this brave man who gave so much and re ceived so lit -
tle so far as the things of time are con cerned.   He lived in
per ils con stantly such as per ils from his own coun try men,
from false breth ren, and from the forces of na ture.  He suf -
fered a con tin ual and per sis tent thorn in the flesh, which
the Scrip ture de scribes as the mes sen ger of Sa tan to buf fet
him.  His bodily pres ence he de scribes as “weak” and his
speech “con tempt ible.”  He faced Sa tanic op po si tion on a
scale which few men have ever en coun tered.  But he did
not brood over the suf fer ings which came to him and he
does not give us ex cuse for brood ing over ours.  He states,
with sunny faith and op ti mism, “These suf fer ings are not
wor thy to be com pared with that which awaits us.”

Paul’s words cer tainly have bear ing upon our time. 
Men about us are un able to un der stand – that is , they can -
not un der stand apart from faith – how to rec on cile the pain 
and mis ery of the world with a God who is lov ing and
mighty.  Ours is an age sen si tive to pain – an age which
seems to feel that pain is in con sis tent with the love of God.  
Some schol ars have said that the Chris tian creed must be
re jected be cause the God of na ture is not the God of in fi -
nite love which the Gospel presents to us.

Well, Paul would be the last to deny pain.  In fact, he
pres ents it as an ab so lutely in dis put able, in ev i ta ble fact. 
But he does not at trib ute pain and evil to the Maker of the
world.  He charges it to the sin and the de prav ity of man. 
As Pro fes sor F. F. Bruce has said, “The doc trine of the cos -
mic fall is im plicit.  In the Bib li cal re cord, from Gen e sis to
Rev e la tion, man is part of na ture, and the whole na ture, of
which he forms part, was cre ated good but has been sub -
jected to frus tra tion and fu til ity by sin, and will ul ti mately
be re deemed.  The Chris tian will nei ther hold that at pres -
ent ‘all is for the best in the best of all pos si ble worlds,’ nor 
will he write the world off as be long ing to the devil.   The
world is God’s and God will yet be glo ri fied by all His
works.  The grace of God has al ready be gun to work in
the lives of the jus ti fied.  Its con tin ued work ing is suf fi -
ciently ev i denced by the in dwell ing of the Spirit and it is
the same grace which on ‘the day of Je sus Christ’ will
bring to com ple tion the di vine work so well be gun.  This is 
the hope of the peo ple of God.  This hope en ables them to
ac cept the tri als of the pres ent so that by pa tient en dur ance
they may win their lives.  It is, along with faith and love,
one of the crowning graces which are the distinguishing
marks of the Christian.”

Paul says else where, “We know that the whole cre -
ation groaneth and travaileth in pain to gether un til now.”  
And this man, who knew the whole world’s an guish, nev -
er the less de clares through out the whole epis tle that God is 
love.

The world is a prob lem and a mys tery, and not a very
sim ple one.  There is both jus tice and in jus tice, pain and
joy, ag ony and love, and we have to ac count for all the
facts.  How shall they be rec on ciled and what shall we say
– that God is work ing out a glory in com par i son with
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which the sor rows of this pres ent
are not wor thy to be com pared? 
Or shall we say that He is what
some one has called, “in fi nite in -
dif fer ence,” who has cre ated the
world, wound it up and set it
going and cares lit tle about what
hap pens to it or to man who
inhabits it.  

The world is full of beauty
and joy but full of suf fer ing and
pain.  It is the spirit in which we
live and face what co mes to us
that counts.  We may suf fer in
such a spirit of re bel lion, such an
an gry feel ing of help less de spair
that it blights ev ery part of our
be ing.  Or we may suf fer so that
even our dark est mo ments are
times of vic tory, so that out of the 
pain and an guish come God’s
beau ti ful gifts that can turn
sorrow into joy.

Paul sets over against the
suf fer ings the glory that is to be
re vealed.  Ad mit tedly, we do not
now know very much about this
glory.  As we so of ten quote Paul, 
“Now we see through a glass
darkly,”

And John – “It doth not yet
ap pear what we shall be.”  We
do know that the glory that
awaits us is the com plete tri umph 
over sin – not only over its power 
but from its very pres ence.  Be -
yond that, the glory which awaits 
us is the glory of com plete and
per fect con for mity to Christ, en -
ter ing into the full ness of His
strength and beauty, His free dom 
and eter nity, claim ing in the full -
est sense that which is in di cated
by Paul’s ex pres sion, “we are
heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ.”

This is a truth we should take 
with us al ways and of which we
should never lose sight.  The un -
fath om able bless ed ness of be ing
al to gether one with God, shar ing
His glory eter nal will most cer -
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tainly prove, as the old song says, that “the toils of the road
will seem noth ing when we get to the end of the way.”

Taken from ‘The Grace Broadcaster’, 
January – February, 1978

Ed i tor’s Note:  “know ing this first, that no proph ecy
(Bi ble) of Scrip ture is of any pri vate in ter pre ta tion, for
proph ecy never came by the will of man, but holy men
of God spoke (wrote) as they were moved by the Holy
Spirit” 11 Pe ter 1:20-21.  

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Watching For Christ’s Return

“Watch there fore: for ye know not what hour
your Lord doth come …There fore be ye also

ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son 
of man com eth.”  Mat thew 24:42, 44.

Those who try to pre dict Christ’s re turn may be come
skep ti cal about bib li cal proph ecy.  But this would be a sad
mis take.  Re gard less of just when it will hap pen, Christ
will re turn, for so He prom ised, and He can not ei ther lie or
fail.  He has re peat edly made it plain that no one can de ter -
mine the date of His com ing.  Not even, He, while in His
hu man lim i ta tions, knew that (Mark 13:32).

Again and again He urged us to watch and be ready for
His re turn.  He did not tell us to watch for the Antichrist or
the re vival of Rome’s em pire or a great apos tasy or a great
re vival or a world gov ern ment or any thing else – just for
Him!  Note some of His com mands to do this (in ad di tion
to the two in our text):

“Take ye heed, watch and pray, for ye know not when
the time is” (Mark 13:33).

“Watch ye there fore: …Lest com ing sud denly, he find
you sleep ing” (Mark 13:35-36).

“Watch there fore, for ye know nei ther the day nor the
hour wherein the Son of man com eth” (Mat thew 25:13).

In ad di tion to such ex hor ta tions by the Lord Him self,
the apos tles (Ed i tor: The Holy Spirit) also sounded sim i lar
warn ings:

“Unto them that look for him shall he ap pear the sec -
ond time with out sin unto sal va tion” (He brews 9:28).

“Abide in him; that, when he shall ap pear, we may
have con fi dence, and not be ashamed be fore him at his
com ing” (1 John 2:28).

Space lim i ta tions pre clude list ing oth ers, but again in
the words of Christ: “And what I say unto you I say unto
all, Watch” (Mark 13:37).                                                       HMM

Taken from ‘Days of Praise’
Copyright 2012, Permission Granted

Spurgeon’s Last Sermon
The clos ing words of Mr. Spurgeon’s last ser mon, on

June 7, 1891, were char ac ter is tic of the man.
“What I have to say lastly is this:  How greatly I de sire

that you who are not yet en listed in my Lord’s band would
come to Him be cause you see what a kind and gra cious Lord
He is.  Young men, if you could see our Cap tain, you would
go down on your knees and beg Him to let you en ter the
ranks of those who fol low Him.

“It is Heaven to serve Je sus.  I am a re cruit ing ser geant,
and I would fain find a few re cruits at this mo ment.  Ev ery
man must serve some body – we have no choice as to that
fact.  Those who have no mas ter are slaves to them selves. 
De pend upon it; you will ei ther serve Sa tan or Christ, self or
the Saviour.

“You will find sin, self, Sa tan and the world to be hard
mas ters; but if you wear the liv ery of Christ, you will find
Him so meek and lowly of heart that you will find rest unto
your souls.  He is the most mag nan i mous of cap tains.  There
never was His like among the choic est of princes.  He is al -
ways to be found in the thick est part of the bat tle.  When the
wind blows cold, He al ways takes the bleak side of the hill. 
The heavi est end of the cross lies ever on His shoulders.

“These forty years and more have I served Him, blessed
be His name!  And I have had noth ing but love from Him.  I
would be glad to con tinue yet an other forty years in the same
dear ser vice here be low if so it pleased Him.  His ser vice is
life, peace, joy. 

“Oh, that you would en ter in it at once!  God help you to
en list un der the ban ner of Je sus even this day.  Amen.”

Selected.
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PROMISES!!!!
It seems like ‘prom ises’ are eas ily made in our

‘day’ and some times no in ten tions of ‘fol low ing
through’.  Trustingly most of the time there is good in -
ten tions be hind the ‘prom ise’; BUT again this is
where the ‘rub ber meets the road’, are they fol lowed
through?  Oh I re al ize that at ‘times’ we ei ther for get
OR some ob struc tion co mes in the way and are un ful -
filled.  Scrip ture is crys tal clear that we are not to lie
to one an other!  Ful fill ing is the real chal lenge and no
prom ise is any greater than the trust wor thi ness of the
Promiser!

Is n’t it ‘mar vel ous’ that GOD IS FAITHFUL &
TRUSTWORTHY and His “prom ises” are as true as
He is, for He is for ever the same!!

Yet He tells us do not make ‘vows’ (prom ises) if
there are no in ten tions of keep ing them!



Do You Want to Be Saved Now?
By Dr. Shel don Smith

Henry Moorehouse was the guest of a cul tured and
wealthy gen tle man who had a daugh ter that was just com -
ing into wom an hood and was look ing for with bright an -
tic i pa tion to an ex cit ing and worldly life.

One day when she en tered the li brary, she found the
evan ge list read ing his Bi ble.  Beg ging his par don for the
in tru sion, she was about to re tire, when he looked up and,
call ing her by name, asked in his quiet and kindly way,
“Are you saved?”

She could only re ply, “No, Mr. Moorehouse, I am
not.”

Then came an other ques tion, “Would you like to be
saved?”

She thought for a mo ment of all that is meant by sal va -
tion and of all that is meant by the lack of sal va tion and
then frankly an swered, “Yes, I wish I were a sin cere Chris -
tian.”

Then came the ten der ap peal, “Would you like to be
saved now?”

Un der this search ing ques tion, her head dropped, and
she be gan to look into her heart.  On the one hand, her
youth, her bril liant pros pects, her fa ther’s wealth and po si -
tion in so ci ety made the world at trac tive.  On the other
hand stood Christ.  She re plied, “Yes, I want to be saved
now.”

The su preme mo ment in her life was reached.  Mr.
Moorehouse asked her to kneel be side him and to read
aloud Isa iah 53.  This she did in a tone that be came trem u -
lous and bro ken by sobs.  “Read it again,” said Mr.
Moorehouse gently, “and where you find ‘we,’ ‘our,’ and
‘us,’ put in ‘I’, ‘my’, and ‘me.’”

The weep ing girl read it again.  ‘He is de spised and re -
jected of men; a Man of sor rows, and ac quainted with
grief; and I hid as it were my face from Him; He was de -
spised, and I es teemed Him not.  Surely He hath borne my
griefs and car ried my sor rows; yet I did es teem Him
stricken, smit ten of God, and af flicted.’

Here she broke down com pletely as she thought for
the first time of her per sonal re la tion to the Lord Je sus in
His suf fer ings.  But, wip ing away her blind ing tears, she
read on.

‘He was wounded for my trans gres sions; He was
bruised for my in iq ui ties; the chas tise ment of my peace
was upon Him; and with His stripes I am healed.  I like a
sheep have gone astray; I have turned to my own way; and
the Lord hath laid on Him all my in iq ui ties.’

She was si lent for a mo ment and then ex claimed with
deep emo tion, “Oh, Mr. Moorehouse, is this true?”

“Dear child,” he an swered, “does not God say it?”

Again she was si lent for a time, but at length she
bowed her head to trust the Sav iour.  No lon ger through
the tears of sor row, but in joy and ador ing grat i tude and in -
ex press ible love, she said, “Now I am saved, for all my in -
iq ui ties have been laid upon Him.”  She arose from her
knees with the peace of God fill ing her heart and soul.

That young woman, whose con ver sion to Christ came
so sud denly, grew to ma tu rity and lived a life blessed of
God and full of bless ing to ev ery one who knew her.

Taken from, ‘Sword of the Lord.’

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“My Humble Opinion” Has Supplanted
“Thus Saith the LORD”!

“The time will come when they will not en dure
sound doc trine.” II Tim. 4:3.

One of the pet bugaboos of many a de luded soul in the
past few years has been dogma.  One would think it the un -
par don able sin to be dog matic in the pul pit.   Now we are
reap ing the har vest, be cause “my hum ble opin ion” has
sup planted “Thus saith the LORD.” 

When I am sick, I want a dog matic phy si cian who
knows what ails me and calls it by its right name.  I want
my med i cine put up by a dog matic phar ma cist.  If he got
tired of be ing dog matic and de cided to dis re gard his for -
mula, it might mean my fu neral.

When I ride the train, I want a dog matic en gi neer up
front who keeps a sched ule.

When your car needs re pairs, you want a dog matic
me chanic who knows what the trou ble is and can fix it.

Yet, in the pul pit, of all places, some preach ers to
whom is en trusted the care of men’s souls throw away
their in struc tions and go by guess work in stead of by
God’s Word.  We are not ped dlers of fa ble.  God has spo -
ken, and when men ask a rea son for our hope, we ought to
have a def i nite, clear-cut an swer.

The early church did some thing be cause it be lieved
some thing.  We are try ing to do what they did with out be -
liev ing what they be lieved.  But with out scrip tural doc -
trine, we can not do our spir i tual duty. 

Selected
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Henry Ford was asked after fifty years of married 
life how he had managed to stay happily married 
during those fifty years.  He replied, “I’ve treated
marriage like I’ve made automobiles – just stick

to one model.”



A Better Leader
He brews chap ters 3 & 4

This theme is in tro duced by an ad dress and an ad mo -
ni tion.  In Ch. 3:1 the read ers are called “holy breth ren,
part ners of a heav enly call ing”.  They are “holy breth ren”
be cause by faith they are broth ers of Him who was “not
ashamed to call them breth ren.”  To be the breth ren of Je -
sus Christ is to be “holy breth ren.”   Here the word “holy”
re fers to po si tion and re la tion ship.  When our sins are for -
given and we by grace are ac cepted by God for Christ’s
sake as His chil dren, we are holy as Christ is holy in the
sight of God.  This ho li ness is complete and perfect.  

Here on earth we still pos sess our sin ful hu man na ture
and are far from per fect, but be ing holy breth ren of the
Lord Je sus Christ it is God’s pur pose that we shall grow in
ho li ness here too.  This we will be en abled to do in the
mea sure that we know Christ and by faith ac cept what
God has pro vided for us in Him.  

In the ad dress the read ers are also called the “par tak -
ers of a heav enly call ing.”  As the ex pres sion “holy breth -
ren” re minded us of chap ter two, so does also this
ex pres sion, for it re fers to our call ing in Christ to be placed 
over all the works of God’s hands.

In Christ we are “holy breth ren” and we are “par tak ers 
of a heav enly call ing” and as such we are ad mon ished to
“con sider the Apos tle and High Priest of our con fes sion,
even Je sus.”  To con sider means to con tem plate, to study,
to keep on look ing, to med i tate.  Such con sid er ing will
cause us to know Je sus Christ and will be an en ter ing into
fel low ship with Him by which He will cause His life to be
lived in us.

Here Je sus is called “the Apos tle” look ing back to the
first two chap ters where He was spo ken of as the great
Mes sen ger of God.  “High Priest” looks for ward to what
he in tends to make the high point of his dem on stra tion,
namely, that in Je sus Christ we have our liv ing High
Priest.  Je sus is the “Apos tle and High Priest” not only of
our faith but of our con fes sion, be cause a liv ing faith must
also con fess Him.  

…the au thor en ters very nat u rally into the ex hor ta -
tion: “We are the house hold of God, if we hold fast our
bold ness and the glo ry ing of our hope firm unto the
end.”  That is, faith must be a con stant at ti tude, con tin ued
in mo ment by mo ment and ex press ing it self in bold ness
and the glo ry ing of our hope.

It re quires a holy bold ness to be lieve in the Lord Je sus
Christ.  It is a bold thing for one who ad mits that he is sin -
ful and de filed to dare en ter into the pres ence of the holy
God.  It also re quires bold ness to make con fes sion of
Christ in the world.  But the world is bold.  It does not hes i -

tate to ex press it self.  Why should not the Chris tian be
bold?

It will help us to be bold if we glory in our hope.  How
easy it is to glory in earthly things.  We can glory in the
pos ses sion of a house or a new car or a dress.  How of ten
have you not heard some man glo ry ing in the car that he
was driv ing, in its beau ti ful lines, in its color, in the sweet
purr of its mo tor.  The more he glo ries in it the more sure
he is that he has the best car made.  Sup pose we be gin to
glory in our hope in Christ.  How our ap pre ci a tion of that
hope would grow! ...

(Ed i tor: Please now prayer fully read He brews
3:7-19). 

The ne ces sity of hold ing fast to the end sug gests the
warn ing found in the ninety-fifth Psalm.  In pass ing we
note again that the Holy Spirit is quoted as the au thor of
this Psalm.  The great dan ger is that in a Chris tian there
might de velop an “evil heart of un be lief, in fall ing away
from the liv ing God,” just as such hard en ing of heart de -
vel oped amongst the Is ra el ites in the wilderness.  

How could there pos si bly be such a dan ger for a
Chris tian who, through faith in Christ, has been brought
into a liv ing fel low ship in the house hold of God?  There
are great dif fi cul ties in this Epis tle for those who hold the
the ory ex pressed in the phrase: “Once saved, al ways
saved.”  The Bi ble teaches that there is a se cu rity for all
be liev ers, but it does not teach that a be liever can not fall
away and be come an un be liever.  The fact is that, if words
mean any thing, this very pas sage warns of the dan ger and
God would cer tainly not give such sol emn warn ings if the
dan ger were not real and actual.

It is be cause of “the de ceit ful ness of sin” that the heart 
can be hard ened.  When we hear the voice of God warn ing
us against sin and we choose to sin rather than to heed His
voice, then that choice is reg is tered in our very na ture by
the hard en ing of the heart.  Sin seems to of fer us some
plea sure and for the mo ment it does give the sin ner a thrill
of some kind, but the per ma nent ef fect pro duced is a hard -
en ing of the heart.  This can go on grad u ally to the point
where even the one who has been a be liever gives up his
faith in Christ.  We are par tak ers of Christ only on con di -
tion that we “hold fast the be gin ning of our con fi dence
firm unto the end.”  As the voice of God reaches our
hearts, warns us of sin, we are to flee to Christ in con fes -
sion and in the con fi dence that He will for give us and de -
liver us.  Then we are partakers of Christ.

If, on the other hand, we re sent God’s warn ings, we
op pose the Holy Spirit, we re fuse to yield, then we are
hard en ing our hearts and we are turned in the di rec tion
which will fi nally lead us to apos tasy.    This prog ress of
sin and its ef fect was very ev i dent amongst the Is ra el ites,
as is pointed out in Ch. 3:16-19.  First they pro voked, then
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they sinned, then they con tin ued in their dis obe di ence un -
til they were es tab lished in un be lief and there fore were not 
able to enter the promised land.

    Excepts taken from Chapter two of ‘A Better Life’ by
Samuel Miller, B.D., D.D., Copyright 1930

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Promise of Liberty
“While they prom ise them lib erty, they them -
selves are the ser vants of cor rup tion: for of
whom a man is over come, of the same is he

brought in bond age.”  (2 Pe ter 2:19).

This chap ter con sists of a strong de nun ci a tion of false
teach ers.  They are, among other things, sen su ous, be guil -
ing, cov et ous, and ac cursed (v. 14).  They de sire per sonal
wealth (vv. 15-16), but their mes sage is empty, and even
de struc tive, and will be judged (v. 17), ap peal ing to the
pride and lusts of their hearers (v. 18).

In our text we see the false teach ers are quick to make
prom ises.  Prom ises are cheap; they cost noth ing.  Sa tan
first re vealed him self to man kind with a prom ise: “Ye
shall be as gods” (Gen e sis 3:5), and later at tempted to se -
duce the Son of God with “all the king doms of the world”
(Mat thew 4:8).  Empty prom ises are Sa tan’s golden hook,
and many are the fool ish ones who take the bait.

In this case, the false teach ers prom ise lib erty – lib erty 
to act with out the shack les of re spon si bil ity and moral
law.  But they them selves are “ser vants of cor rup tion,”
slaves of a most ab hor rent men tal ity.  And who are they to
of fer lib erty?  These are in deed “great swell ing words of
van ity” (2 Pe ter 2:18), for slaves can not rightly offer
liberty.

How is this prom ise kept?  Bond age.  Bond age to that
which has over come.  The lib erty that sin prom ises is slav -
ery, and the greater the sin ner, the greater the bond age to
the sin.  There is per haps no more wretched estate than to
be in bond age to ab ject cor rup tion in the name of lib erty. 
It is a bond age of the spirit; a cap tiv ity of the soul.  Of all
states of slav ery, it is the most lasting.

On the other hand, through grace we can “stand fast
there fore in the lib erty where with Christ hath made us
free,” with no need to be “en tan gled again with the yoke
of bond age” (Galatians 5:1).        JDM

Taken from ‘Days of Praise’
Copyright 2012, Permission Granted

It Matters Not
It matters not if I’ve been hurt; 

It mat ters not at all

That some times from my weary eyes

The scald ing tear drops fall.

What mat ters most is if I’ve erred

And not con fessed the sin

And through my lack some needy soul

Has failed to fol low Him.

It mat ters not if cher ished friends

On whom I lean in vain

Have wounded me by word and deed

And left me with my pain.

What mat ters is can I for give

Again and yet again?

It’s not, “have they been true?” but,

“Lord, have I been true to them?”

‘Twill mat ter not, when eve ning co mes,

How rough the road I’ve trod,

If only I have walked with Him

And led some soul to God!
Selected
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A pas tor met one of his ab sen tee mem bers on the
street.  “I have n’t seen you at church lately,” he re -
minded him.

“No,” was the re ply.  “We’ve had sick ness, and
then the weather has been so bad.  You know it has
rained and rained and rained.”

“But it’s al ways dry at church.”
“Yes,” came the an swer, “and that’s an other rea -

son why I’ve not been com ing!”
No church ser vice should be dry, dull and life -

less.  It was never meant to be en ter tain ing, but it
should be alive and vivid with the pres ence of God.                                 
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Eye sight/Vi sion
Need less to say, Eye sight is so im por tant/VITAL to

the ‘hu man body’ be cause it gives ‘di rec tion’ to the
whole sys tem!

Barb (my wife) has a mi nor de fect in her vi sion,
that the ‘eye spe cial ist’ says is not hu manly speak ing re -
pair able (which she by no means is alone & that is one
rea son we seek to keep the print of the Morn ing Glory
leg i ble) but even more sadly is the fact that the great
ma jor ity of peo ple have no ‘spir i tual vi sion’ at all as
they are spir i tu ally blind as SIN has blinded their
EYES.  AND in a way there are many ‘chris tians’ that
have im paired spir i tual vi sion: BUT which is cur able
by the Great Phy si cian for BOTH!

Among all of God’s Cre ation, an ‘Ea gle’ has some
of the great est vi sion; which is stated is seven times
greater than the ‘hu man vi sion.’

Be fore we pro ceed any fur ther in this ‘ed i to rial’, let 
me clearly state that GOD is al ways good whether I like
what I/we are ex pe ri enc ing or not.

You know ‘we’ can think that we have a clear vi -
sion; but no tice the dif fer ence when you take your
white laun dry out and hang on a clothes line in the win -
ter and no tice the con trast when there is freshly fallen
snow!  OR you think your fur ni ture is well dusted (ac tu -
ally undusted), but when the bright sun rays flow
through your liv ing room win dow – Oops!!  At this
point I am think ing of an in di vid ual of years gone by
who had to loose his phys i cal ‘eye sight’ be fore the
Great Eye Spe cial ist was per mit ted to re move his spir i -
tual eye cat a racts (his SINS for given – a sin ner un saved
is spir i tu ally BLIND) be fore HE could give this gen tle -
man ‘spir i tual eyes’. Spir i tual eye sight is so much more
im por tant/vi tal than even phys i cal eye sight.  ALL are
gifts from God and you and I are un wor thy of re ceiv ing
any ‘gift’ from God.  James 1:17.   

NOW ba si cally from here on in this ‘ed i to rial’ will
be deal ing es pe cially with ‘spir i tual Eye sight/vi sion’.

God says: “Where there is no vi sion (rev e la tion),
the peo ple per ish” Prov erbs 29:18a.  HE also says:
“’Do you not say, ‘There are still four months and then
co mes the har vest’? Be hold, I say to you, lift up your
eyes and look at the fields, for they are al ready white for 
har vest! I must work the works of Him who sent Me
while it is day; the night is com ing when no one can
work.’” John 4:35 & 9:4.

NOW as you look unto the ‘fields’ that are ‘white

unto har vest’, what do you see?  Hope fully more than a
mass of hu man ity but made up of ‘in di vid u als’ as you
and I.

What ever de gree of dis cern ment you have is a gift
from God and He ex pects you to ex er cise it both for
your ad van tage and for the ben e fit of oth ers.  Be aware
of false doc trine and cun ning words from the evil one. 
Spir i tual dis cern ment co mes by reg u lar read ing of the
scrip ture and prayer for His wis dom and di rec tion as
you face ques tion able sit u a tions. You and I are to be
‘fruit in spec tors’ ac cord ing to the Word of God, by the
GRACE of GOD!   (Imag ine go ing to your ‘cup board’
and add ing ar senic of lead to your ‘oat meal’ – oh just a
lit tle of course!  He brews 5:14-16, 1 Co rin thi ans 2:   
Mat thew 7:16 -20, 12:33, 15:14, 6:39 and Deu ter on -
omy 29:29.

As Da vid went up to the top story he looked in the
wrong di rec tion and saw; but maybe (?) he went there to 
have his de vo tions or re lax: re gard less of his in tent – he
still looked in the wrong di rec tion!

We learn through the ‘school’ of hard-knocks: “I
will set noth ing wicked (evil) be fore my eyes” Psalm
101:3a.  (Lot) “for that righ teous man, dwell ing among  
them, tor mented his righ teous soul from day to day by
see ing and hear ing their law less deeds” 11 Pe ter 2:8.

What do you see spir i tu ally, TODAY?
How about your neigh bor; is he saved?  That loved

one?  That friendly, mor ally up right per son in your
church/con gre ga tion?  Keep in mind that ‘Sa tan’
will/would not prompt you nor I  to tes tify to some one
about their NEED of the blood atone ment of the cru -
ci fied and risen ONE!

WHAT do you see?  Where the Law of God is not
pre sented in love: SIN will in ev i ta bly move in: per son -
ally, church, com mu nity & on!  Where God’s Law is not 
preached/pre sented there is no need for the Great Phy si -
cian: “Those who are well have no need of a phy si cian,
but those who are sick.” Mat thew 9:12b, Mark 2:17,
Luke 5:31.  “for the Son of Man has come to seek and to 
save that which was lost.” Luke 19:10.

NO DOUBT a prophet of the Old Tes ta ment time,
to day would be called “neg a tive, pes si mism, nar -
row-minded, bigot, etc., and yet these peo ple of God
were made out of ‘dust’ just like you & I – so what is
‘our’ ex cuse?

The story is told that in the days of Gen eral Wil liam 



Man that is in honor, and understandeth not, is like 
the beasts that per ish  (Psalm 49:20).

In spite of riches, power, and in tel li gence, a man may
in an im por tant re spect be come like an an i mal.  That is,
when he lives only for the pres ent, the earthly, and only to
en joy it.  Life’s high est good for such peo ple con sists only
in their well-be ing and sen sual en joy ment, the same as for
the an i mals.  One day death co mes and ends it all.   There
is noth ing left.  So lives he who “understandeth not.”

He is “like the beasts that per ish.”
This is not God’s in ten tion with man kind.  Man is in -

tended to live a richer, fuller life.
Seek that which is above!  Look at all things from the

stand point of eter nity.  Care not only for the body, but care
also for the soul.  The liv ing hope gives to life riches and
beauty, and opens at least the gates that lead to eter nal life.                    

Taken from ‘Streams of Gladness’ by Fredrik Wisloff,
Copyright, Augsburg Publishing House, 1958

Ed i tor’s Note: Un for tu nately of ten the ex pres sion is
used: ‘So and So passed away, which is def i nitely ‘un -
scrip tural.’  What is meant for this state ment is that this
per son has met the first of the two fi nal ap point ments:
“’And as it is ap pointed for men to die once, but af ter this
the judgment.’” He brews 9:27.

The Dic tio nary states that the phrase ‘passed away’ is
slang.

This God is our God for ever and ever: He will be
our guide even unto death (Psalm 48:14).

Blessed is the man who truth fully can say: This God is 
my God.  All who cling to Him in a liv ing faith can say it. 
God is not a stranger whose help one may hope for in time
of need.  “This God is our God for ever.”  He never fails
you, for He is your God, and you be long to Him.

Even in death He will be near you.  It is not strange
that we think of death with ter ror.  Death is a nar row
bridge over a deep, dis mal chasm.  We dread to pass over. 
But we have no real rea son to fear.  He will be our guide.

When the hour co mes, we will seek ref uge in His
bosom, like a lit tle child that seeks ref uge in the arms of
his fa ther.  While we feel His strong arms about us, He will 
carry us across.

Taken from ‘Streams of Gladness’ by Fredrik Wisloff,
Copyright, Augsburg Publishing House, 1958
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Booth (Sal va tion Army) a co-worker telegrammed the
Gen eral that out wardly noth ing was hap pen ing ‘spir i tu -
ally’ as a re sult of his preach ing and he wanted to be
moved to a dif fer ent lo ca tion.  The Gen eral telegram -
med him back with two words: “Try Tears!”  OH that
to day ‘we’ could have in di vid u als like you who truly
say: Jer e miah 9:1 (Ac tu ally the whole chap ter 9) &
Romans 9:1-2 (by the Grace of God) and re sult Psalm
125:5-6. Trag i cally I think that many of ‘our’ tear ducts
have dried up!  Func tion ing ‘tear ducks’ are im por tant
both phys i cally & spir i tu ally.   For ex am ple: there are
way to many ‘po lar bears’ be hind the ‘sa cred desk’, be -
cause there are so many ‘ice bergs’ in the ‘pew’. What
do you see?

The ti tle of a Gos pel Song is “He Washed My Eyes
with Tears,” and God says:  “…and anoint your eyes
with eye salve, that you may see.” Rev e la tion 3:18b. 
God tells ‘us’ that we are able to read the ‘signs’ in the
sky in re gards to weather; but not the signs of the times:
which HE def i nitely in tends for ‘us’ to be ‘sign read -

ers’.  NOW Scrip tur ally re mem ber that a ‘sign’ is the in -
di ca tion of a com ing ‘event’ and not the ‘event’ it self
and this very ‘sign’ will be ful filled at least once – but
other signs nu mer ous times: (Even in the time of Apos -
tle Paul) “But con cern ing the times and the sea sons,
breth ren, you have no need that I should write to you” 1
Thessalonians 5:1.  ANYONE who does not see the
‘signs of the times in our day: IS ei ther blind or needs to 
re move the ‘sleep’ out of their EYES!  Look and See:
Mor ally, Re li giously, Eco nom i cally, Na ture & Spir i tu -
ally!

OH GOD PLEASE  WAKE UP (re vive)THY
PEOPLE ONCE AGAIN

FOR THIS IS THE ONLY REAL HOPE FOR US
INDIVIDUALLY AND FOR OUR BELOVED

USA!!!

P.S. Be cause I/we care: Any one who does not
NEED a Heaven Sent Re vival in their per sonal life =
please let me know!

Heaven and Earth —No Com par i son!

Who chides a ser vant for tak ing away the first
course at a feast when the sec ond con sists of far greater 
del i ca cies?  Who then can feel re gret that this pres ent
world passeth away when he sees that an eter nal world
of joy is com ing?  The first course is grace, but the sec -
ond is glory, and that is as much better as the fruit is
better than the blos som.                                       Se lected



From Our Fellowship Circle

B. W. Roch es ter, MN
Here’s a gift for Morn ing Glory.  My fam ily are all en joy -
ing this pub li ca tion!

Could you please send a sub scrip tion to …

R. A. P. Tuc son, AZ
In mem ory of a great godly man …

A. G. Strandquist, MN
A gift in sup port of all the won der ful God cen tered ma te -
rial in the Morn ing Glory.

God Bless the work of send ing forth the Gos pel Mes sage
this way.

Mrs. A. C. E. Web ster, MN
Thank you so much for your April edi tion of the Morn ing
Glory.  We have many peo ple who need to read it!

I made 10 cop ies to share!    (Ed.  What a great & splen did
idea!!  The Lord Bless!)

Ed i tor’s Note:  IF your life (heart) is filled with the
peace from God and joy in Je sus: why not share (briefly)
what JESUS is do ing in and through your life, (as a
cleansed ‘ves sel’ through the blood of the cru ci fied and
risen ONE) with the very spe cial con gre ga tion of many
hun dred of read ers of the Morn ing Glory??

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

RELIGIOUS DECLARATION ON SEXUAL
MORALITY, JUSTICE AND HEALING

An ec u men i cal dec la ra tion signed by more than 3,500
re li gious lead ers, rep re sent ing 50 re li gious tra di tions, in -
clud ing the ELCA, af firms life-long sex-ed u ca tion, ho mo sex -
u al ity, same-sex mar riage, abor tion and pop u la tion con trol.

Af ter sev eral main line churches suc ceeded in sanc tion -
ing the ho mo sex ual life style, same-sex mar riage and the or -
di na tion of prac tic ing ho mo sex u als, many mod er ates within
these bod ies thought these  ac tions would sat isfy the ap pe tite
of the pro gres sives and that church life could get back to nor -
mal.  They were wrong.  Life in the main line church will
never be the same again, and the left ists have only be gun ef -
forts to pro mote their agenda.

This is born out by a dec la ra tion called The Re li gious
Dec la ra tion on Sex u al ity, Jus tice and Heal ing.  Even though
this doc u ment has been cir cu lat ing since the year 2000, it is
gain ing more trac tion in main line churches.  This doc u ment

makes it clear that what has been served up so far is only the
be gin ning of a care fully or ches trated moral rev o lu tion which 
they planned long ago for the churches and the cul ture.

Even now re li gious and sec u lar lead ers are pro mot ing
bold new ini tia tives in sex ed u ca tion, such as those pres ently
be ing im ple mented in New York City and Cal i for nia.  These
sex-ed u ca tion classes are en deav or ing to brain wash our chil -
dren to ac cept ev ery type and form of de vi ant sex ual be hav -
ior as nor mal.  These pro grams are be ing in tro duced in many
of our na tion’s schools and even tu ally will be come man da -
tory for all stu dents.

Mem bers of the ELCA, in par tic u lar, who be lieve the
de ci sion of the ELCA in Au gust 2009 to or dain prac tic ing
ho mo sex u als is the com pleted pack age, need to know that
nearly 100 in flu en tial ELCA church lead ers have signed the
sex u al ity dec la ra tion thus far.  This dec la ra tion serves no tice
that the lib eral’s agenda to turn mo ral ity on its head has only
be gun.  Surely, it is time for mem bers of main line
churches who de sire to up hold God’s Word to re al ize
that re main ing in these church bod ies means to par tic i -
pate in this wretched agenda which in cludes: 

• Life-long, age appropriate sexuality education in
schools, seminaries, and community settings.

• A faith-based commitment to sexual reproductive
rights, including access to voluntary contra ception,
abortion and HIV/STI prevention and treatment.

• Religious leadership in movements to end sexual
and social injustice.

• Full inclusion of women and LGBT persons in
congregational life, including their ordination and
marriage equality.

Among the ELCA sign ers are: Rev. Dr. Her bert
Chilstrom, who pub licly stated he sup ported the ho mo sex ual 
agenda prior to be ing elected bishop of the ELCA.  He re -
peated his sup port for the or di na tion of prac tic ing ho mo sex -
u als in his most re cent book A Jour ney of Grace: The
for ma tion of a Leader and a Church.  Other ELCA lead ers
sign ing the dec la ra tion: Rev. Ruth Frost, Anita C. Hill, Rev.
Dr. John Hoffmeyer, Rev. Mark Lingle, Rev. Dr. Barbara K.
Lundblad, Rev. Dr. Da vid Miller, Prof. Loyal Rue, Rev. Dr.
Jim Siefkes, Rev. Paul Tedemann, Rev. Phyl lis Zillhart, plus
many, many more…

“If any one causes one of these lit tle ones who be lieve
in me to sin, it would be better for him to be thrown into the
sea with a large mill stone tied around his neck” (Mark
9:42).

Taken from ‘The Vine and Branches’, Winter 2011
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Edina, Minnesota Muslims Thank City
for New Religious Holidays Policy

The Min ne sota chap ter of the Coun cil on Amer i -
can-Is lamic Re la tions (CAIR-MN)…sent a let ter to the
City of Edina on be half of that state’s Mus lim com mu nity
in ap pre ci a tion of a  new pol icy that ac knowl edges re li -
gious hol i days, in clud ing the Is lamic hol i days of Eid
al-Fitr and Eid al Adha…

The city re cently added 11 days of Jew ish, Is lamic and 
Hindu hol i days to the list of dates on which the city will
not hold reg u lar pub lic meet ings.

…Edina is the only city in the state not to hold pub lic
meet ings on Is lamic hol i days.  

cair.com

Another State University Reprimands
Christian Professor

A pro fes sor in Beau mont, Texas is su ing her for mer
col lege for be ing rep ri manded for not at tend ing a graphic
per for mance by a ho mo sex ual ac tiv ist dancer.

Linda Ozmun, a Chris tian, is su ing Lamar Uni ver sity
af ter she was dis ci plined for not at tend ing the per for -
mance, which in cluded ob scene lan guage and sex ual
gestures…

Ozmun says the uni ver sity also re tal i ated against her
for fil ing a dis crim i na tion claim against it.  She no lon ger
teaches at Lamar. 

OneNewsNow.com

Lesbian Divorce Case Could Have
National Implications

Mary land’s high est court is poised to hear ar gu ments
in a pre ce dent-set ting case in volv ing two women who
mar ried le gally in Cal i for nia but were de nied a di vorce in
Mary land, which does not cur rently al low same-sex
weddings.

The Court of Ap peals of Mary land in Annapolis heard 
ar gu ments on April 6 from law yers for the les bian cou ple
who are seek ing to end their mar riage.  A Mary land judge
de clined to grant their di vorce in 2010, bas ing his de ci sion 
on the con clu sion that the women’s mar riage is not valid
un der Maryland law.

But law yers for the women dis agree, say ing the state
should rec og nize gay mar riages per formed else where
even though Mary land does not al low same-sex wed dings

at the pres ent time…
The high court’s ul ti mate de ci sion may have lim ited

ef fect since same-sex wed dings, and by ex ten sion di -
vorces, are set to start in the state in Jan u ary 2013 un der a
law passed this year.  But op po nents of the new law are
seek ing to over turn it in a po ten tial voter referendum.  

President Says Jesus Knew Doubt and
Fear

Pres i dent Obama told re li gious lead ers at a White
House prayer break fast that Easter is a time to “re mem ber
the tre men dous sac ri fice that led up to that day and all that
Christ en dured,” but he also said Je sus ex pe ri enced doubt
and fear…

“For like us, Je sus knew doubt.  Like us, Je sus knew
fear,” he said…

Obama added, “We all have ex pe ri ences that shake
our faith.  There are times where we have ques tions for
God’s plan rel a tive to us, but that’s pre cisely when we
should re mem ber Christ’s own doubts and even tu ally his
own tri umph.”…

Dur ing his speech, Obama also said Je sus suf fered
“not just as a Son of God, but as a hu man be ing.”

BAPTIST PRESS

Ed i tor’s Note:  Please give me Bi ble Verses that states the
same thing???  Also you will no tice in the di rect quote, the 
pres i dent said that Je sus was “a” son of God, not “the”
Son of God.  This also helps to clar ify for some who are
con fused in re gards to the Pres i dent us ing ‘words’ which
seem to be Chris tian.

California Woman Gets Prison Sentence
for Fake Christian Concerts

A fed eral judge has sen tenced a pro moter of Chris tian
rock con certs to more than four years in prison for a Ponzi
scheme in volv ing nearly $1 mil lion.

Fed eral pros e cu tors say 43-year-old Lauren Baumann 
of Downey, Cal i for nia was sen tenced to four years, nine
months in prison and must pay res ti tu tion to more than
two dozen victims.

Baumann, who owned the pro mo tion com pany Stew -
ard ship Es tates, pleaded guilty to wire fraud in Oc to ber
for falsely prom is ing in ves tors that their money would be
used to host Chris tian…con certs.

Pros e cu tors say she in stead used the money to pay
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pre vi ous in ves tors, to rent a $10,000-a-month man sion
and to pay for pri vate school for her chil dren.

Obamacare to Subsidize Abortion for $1

LifeNews.com re ports that the con tro ver sial Af ford -
able Care Act, com monly known as “Obamacare,” will re -
port edly re quire peo ple en rolled in a plan that in cludes
elec tive abor tion cov er age to pay $1 a month to sub si dize
abor tions, even if they are mor ally against the procedure.

News about the abor tion sur charge has once again
fired up those con cerned about pro tect ing re li gious lib -
erty.  The rul ing side steps what is known as the “Hyde
Amend ment,” which pro hib its tax payer fund ing of abor -
tion, by en gag ing in an ac count ing scheme that is de -
scribed with the Act…

“…As de scribed in the rule, the sur charge can only be
dis closed to the enrollee at the time of en roll ment.  Fur -
ther more, in sur ance plans may only ad ver tise the to tal
cost of the pre mi ums with out dis clos ing that en rollees will 
be charged a $1 per month fee to pay di rectly sub si dized
abortions.” …

Un der the law, the man dates will be in place by the
first of Jan u ary of 2014.

ChristianPost.com

“Stand fast there fore in the lib erty where -
with Christ hath made us free.” Gal. 5:1.

Amer i cans love lib erty.  There is the statue of lib erty,
the lib erty bells, the hail of lib erty; all sig nify this lib erty
that Amer ica loves.  But that is not real lib erty, the only
lib erty that en dures through eter nity; the only true lib erty
is that which Christ gives us through His blood.  He tells
us to stand fast in this lib erty, not to go back into the bond -
age of Sa tan.  We are to use this lib erty to give glory to
God.

Af ter the Civil War the slaves in a city down South
held a great feast.  They were re joic ing over their free dom
from slav ery.  A col ored preacher said, “Moth ers, re joice,
to day you are free!  Your chil dren have been torn from you 
for the last time.”  All the moth ers clapped their hands and
cried, “Glory to God in the high est.”  Then the preacher
con tin ued, “Young men, you have for the last time felt the
sting of be ing a slave!”  And the young men cried, “Glory
to God!”  Then he turned to the young women and said,
“You are free to day.  You will never be brought to the auc -
tion block and sold again.”  They cried, “Glory to God!”

It was Je sus who set us free.  Come, stand in His lib -
erty, and praise Him for your free dom.

Dear Lord Je sus, we thank Thee that Thou hast freed
us from the bond age of sin.  Help us to stand fast in our lib -
erty.  In Je sus’ name.  Amen.

My coun try! ‘tis of thee, sweet land of lib erty,
Of thee I sing: Land where my fa thers died,
Land of the pil grim’s pride,
From ev ery moun tain side
Let free dom ring.

Taken from the wonderful year long devotional book
‘Altar Steps’ by R. P. Haakenson

Copy right, Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion

Giv ing, the Only Sav ing

A gen tle man of wealth in New York gave a large
amount of money for the erec tion of a church where the
con gre ga tion was too poor to build them selves.  It be came
a church noted for the char ac ter of its pas tor and peo ple. 
In a few years, its gen er ous pa tron lost his en tire for tune. 
He was ap proached by a friend who had eyes only for this
world and who said to him, “Now if you had the money
you gave to that church, it would set you up in business.”

“Sir,” he said, “that is the only money I have saved; if
it had not been there, it would have gone with the other. 
As it is, I have it yield ing me an in ter est which will only
cease to ac cu mu late when the knell of time is sounded,
and dur ing the ages of eter nity, it will be poured into my
bosom in the blessed con so la tion that hun dreds have
bowed at the al tar erected with that money and ac knowl -
edged their Sav iour.”

W. G. Heslox in 501 Sermon Illustrations

The Christian worker is beset with a hundred
and one dangers, any one of which may cripple

him in his Master’s service, but the cure for each
is found in “looking unto Jesus”  Heb. 12:2.

  F.E. Marsh 
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If you think that life is full
of surprises, wait until you

die!



PRESERVING OUR HERITAGE 
By Pas tor Da vid R. Barnhart

A HERITAGE OF FAITH AND FREEDOM

My grand fa ther Cas per Barnhart, seven gen er a tions
back, came to the shores of Amer ica from Ger many in
1764.  He set tled on a farm near Val ley Forge, Penn syl va -
nia, where George Wash ing ton camped with his troops
dur ing the win ter of 1777-1778.  Based on state ments in
his Will, Cas per was a very devout Christian.

Liv ing near Phil a del phia Cas per and his son John
Wil liam may have read one of the first cop ies of the Dec la -
ra tion of In de pend ence, adopted by the Con ti nen tal Con -
gress in In de pend ence Hall, July 4, 1776.  Per haps he and
his fam ily were among the first to hear about the new Con -
sti tu tion adopted by the Con ti nen tal Con gress in 1787
when it met at the same place.  Re gard less of his prox im ity 
to or his per sonal ac quain tance with these his tor i cal
events, Cas per be queathed to his pos ter ity a tremendous
heritage of faith and freedom.

His tory re cords that mem bers of my fam ily helped to
pi o neer this coun try from the wil der ness of West ern Penn -
syl va nia and Ohio to the plains of North Da kota.  Mem -
bers of my fam ily served in most of the na tion’s wars,
while oth ers helped to es tab lish churches and qui etly did
their part in build ing this great land.  A day rarely passes
that I am not re minded of my her i tage and my ob li ga tion
to carry on the faith ful stew ard ship my an ces tors ren dered
to the United States of America.

WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO OUR NATION?

The Amer ica we knew and the Amer ica that was so
sac ri fi cially built by our an ces tors is dis ap pear ing be fore
our eyes.  The pres ent gen er a tion’s leg acy to their pos ter -
ity may well be a na tional debt that can never be re paid
and a so ci ety that has de fi antly turned from God to
decadence.

To day forty-one per cent of Amer ica’s chil dren are
born out side the cov e nant of mar riage.  In the black com -
mu nity, that num ber ex ceeds sev enty per cent.  The God
given sanc tity of mar riage be tween a man and a woman is
be ing de stroyed.  Seven states have le gal ized same-sex
mar riage, while sev eral main line churches have sanc -
tioned the same evil.  Ev ery year new laws are en acted and 
court de ci sions are ren dered that go against the Judeo-
 Chris tian val ues upon which this nation was founded.

Amer ica was es tab lished on Chris tian be liefs and val -
ues, though this part of our his tory is de lib er ately be ing re -
moved from our text books.  The United States has been
af firmed as a “Chris tian na tion” by Pres i dents, Con gress

and the Su preme Court.  Yet, such state ments to day are
con sid ered big oted.  In times past and dur ing hours of
peril, Pres i dents of ten called the nation to prayer.

In 2009 Barack Obama made a state ment never ut -
tered be fore by any pre vi ous pres i dent: “We do not con -
sider our selves a Chris tian na tion.”  His state ment
per son i fies Amer ica’s de cline mor ally and spir i tu ally. 
God is be ing purged from our na tion’s schools and from
the pub lic square, and for that we are paying a heavy price.

CLERGY MUST BEAR RESPONSIBILITY

While blame for Amer ica’s de cline may rightly be
placed on pol i ti cians and cit i zens alike, the great est con tri -
bu tion to the spir i tual de cline of this coun try be longs to 
spine less clergy who long ago aban doned their re spon si -
bil ity to preach and teach the whole coun sel of God. 
These lib eral clergy, like Esau, have sold our na tion’s
birth right for po lit i cal cor rect ness.  And cer tainly a large
part of the blame for Amer ica’s spir i tual fall is at trib ut able 
to evan gel i cal clergy who have closed their eyes to evil
and have kept si lent while so ci ety sanc tions abor tion and
all manner of deviant behaviors.  

Pas tor Scott Car son of Burlington, Wis con sin cor -
rectly pointed out: “We’ve not ded i cated our selves to un -
der stand ing and obey ing God’s in struc tions for the
Church.  In stead, we’ve done things our way, we’ve built
our church and put His name on it, and it just does n’t cut
it.”

God’s rep ri mand to the faith less clergy   to day: “Son
of man, proph esy against the shep herds of Is rael.  Proph -
esy and say to those shep herds, ‘Thus says the Lord God,
Woe, shep herds of Is rael who have been feed ing them -
selves!  Should not the shep herds feed the flock?” (Ezekiel 
34:2).

To be sure, there are many good and godly pas tors in
Amer ica who still faith fully pro claim God’s truth, just not
enough of them.  There are churches and min is tries across
this land that are up hold ing truth and call ing the na tion
back to God, just not enough of them.  The world calls
these pas tors fools; God calls them faithful.

The bat tle for the soul of Amer ica is not over.  There is 
still time for all of us, in clud ing the clergy, to ex er cise our
re spon si bil ity to God and coun try by stand ing fast in the
cause of faith and lib erty.  If Chris tians don’t speak out for
truth and righ teous ness, who will?

One of the most dif fi cult things for the Amer i can peo -
ple to ac cept to day is that there are ac tu ally those in high
places whose pur pose is to rad i cally change our con sti tu -
tion form of gov ern ment and re place it with a form of god -
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less so cial ism.  It is even harder for Chris tians to ac cept
the fact that there are ac tu ally church lead ers who are out
to re make the church by re plac ing bib li cal truth with a
man-made re li gion.  For Christ’s sake, for the sake of our
chil dren, WAKE UP AND TAKE YOUR STAND BEFORE
IT’S TOO LATE!  Our na tion and our churches are be ing
destroyed before our very eyes!

Ev ery Chris tian in Amer ica to day has the God-given
re spon si bil ity to up hold the na tion and our lead ers in
prayer.  We have an ob li ga tion to speak out against the
evils that are threat en ing this coun try’s very existence.

Chris tians need to stop giv ing their sup port as well as
their tithes and of fer ings to churches and de nom i na tions
that are be tray ing the truth of God’s Word.  Ev ery true be -
liever needs to be aligned with churches and min is tries
that are stand ing in the gap and cry ing out against the
forces of dark ness.  Some day our chil dren and our chil -
dren’s chil dren will look back to con sider our ac tions and
re sponse when Amer ica came un der at tack by the en e mies 
of truth and free dom.  May our pos ter ity be able to look
back on us and say, “They stood their ground in de fense of 
truth, righ teous ness, faith and free dom.”  God help us to
be faith ful. 

Taken from ‘The Vine and Branches’, Spring, 2012

Ed i tor’s Note:  I am very con fi dent that ev ery con sci en -
tious be liever that has read this ‘ar ti cle’ has been con -
victed of the ‘sin’ of omis sion; ‘we’ could have done more
– so while there is yet a ‘op por tu nity’ let us ‘hum ble our
proud knees’ and seek to fol low 11 Chron i cles 7:14. 
Please also read Dan iel chap ter 9 and Acts 3:19.
‘We’ (Morn ing Glory/Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed -
er a tion) by the grace of God are seek ing to be ‘faith ful
unto Him’ and thus are mak ing no apol o gies for the old
time ‘Chris tian ity’  & seek ing to prac tice the same! 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Love That Keeps Us Going!
Our theme song ought to be 
                  Where is the blessednesss I knew
                 When first I saw the Lord?
This ac counts for a lot of church trou bles.  When we

love the Lord, we love the breth ren.  When we break up
the fal low ground of our hearts, we un cover roots of bit ter -
ness.  Paul wrote that love “thinketh no evil” (1 Cor.
13:5); that is, love does not keep ac counts, does not keep
books of ev ery lit tle slight and hurt and crit i cism.  

Some Chris tians grow ul cers and bring on ner vous
break downs and live at high ten sion, har bor ing re sent -
ments that fes ter and poi son body, mind and spirit.  They

need to re turn to first love and have a ‘book” burn ing like
the one they had at Ephesus in the early days (Acts 19:19).

But love for the breth ren, love for the church and love
for church work all grow out of love for the Lord.  We talk
much about church loy alty while we beg and coax and al -
most bribe church mem bers to come to church.  

Peo ple go where they want to go.  Where their hearts
are, their heels will fol low.  Deeper than church loy alty,
there must be Christ loy alty, and that must grow out of
love to Christ.

The Lord of the Lampstands, the Christ of the Can dle -
sticks is ask ing, “Lovest thou me?” (John 21:15-17).  We
are not ready to feed the sheep un til we love Him.  Hud son
Tay lor said the pri mary qual i fi ca tion for a mis sion ary is
not love for souls, as we so of ten hear, but love for Christ.

Vance Havner

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Why Are they Liberals – Who They Are?

By Rob ert Lightner 

With all the at tempts of pres ent-day lib er als to up date
their view of God, there re mains a cat a clys mic gulf be -
tween their god and the God of the Bi ble.  And why should 
that not be the case, since they have re jected the au thor ity
of the Bi ble and sel dom even pre tend to but tress their
views with Scrip ture.   The re sult is many gods for the lib -
eral, and not one of them ap prox i mates the God of the
Bible.

The early “God is dead” theo lo gians and all sub se -
quent vari a tions of their phi los o phy rep re sent in the name
of Chris tian re li gion and the ol ogy what is the log i cal re -
sult of an ear lier re jec tion of the ab so lute, inerrant au thor -
ity of the Bi ble.  The rad i cal theo lo gians of the “God is
dead” move ment are  the off spring of those who re jected
the ab so lute au thor ity of the Bi ble.  Even though the “God
is dead” move ment is not in the news as it once was, the
phi los o phy behind it is very much alive.

Stu dents of his tory and the Bi ble should not be sur -
prised at this out come.  In stead of ask ing why the
death-of-God phi los o phy is so prev a lent to day, es pe cially
among theo lo gians and pas tors, we ought rather to be ask -
ing why the lib eral Bi ble-re ject ing, Christ-de ny ing cler ics 
should n’t be her ald ing the death of God.

The pres ent de ni als of the God of the Bi ble are only
the end re sult of the re pu di a tion of the Bi ble as God’s in -
fal li ble Word – in writ ten form.  Hav ing set aside the Writ -
ten Word as less than God-breathed and the Liv ing Word
there fore, as less than God in car nate, it is only log i cal to
take the next of an end less num ber of steps and call for the
burial of the God of the Bi ble.         Selected.
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The Key to True Happiness
By Dor o thy Dahl

As a young adult I tried ev ery thing to get real Hap pi -
ness; but ev ery thing failed un til I per son ally ac cepted  the
fin ished work of God, through Christ, that is pro vided for
all who are will ing to come by the way of the Cross.  Yes,
Je sus is the True Way to real joy and hap pi ness.  

Fol low ing I will tell a lit tle about how this peace and
joy be came mine!

It was a cold gloomy Mon day on Sep tem ber 9th, 1946
and, as you might al ready know, it was also just as dark
and gloomy of a day in my life.  

Yes, the Lord had be gun deal ing with me when I was
con firmed in the Lu theran faith when I was 14 years old
and now I was twenty-two when I gave up and said,
“Lord, if there is any hope for me, I want to be saved,” and
then what peace came over my life.  

Os car and I were both saved on that cold and gloomy
dark rainy Mon day af ter noon.  

We were over at Os car’s par ents place for din ner and
Evan ge list J. Erickson was over there as he had been in -
vited also.   He pointed out the way of Sal va tion so sim ple
and the Spirit of God was so real and that af ter noon even
the an gels of Heaven were re joic ing as we (Os car & I)
went home and he had a new wife and I had a new hus band 
and, by the way, I had never seen Os car cry be fore!  What
won der ful peace came over us! 

But the Devil was very un happy as the Devil came to
me two days later as I was re joic ing in the kitchen.  He told 
me, “You can’t be saved that easy as you have been a ter ri -
ble per son.”  And I ad mit ted that in deed I was; but now I
was a new per son in Christ Je sus.  I was so new in Christ
that I did n’t know how to re ally read God’s Word, the Bi -
ble, but the Holy Spirit of God was there to help me.   

That night I went to church and was go ing to talk to
the Evan ge list/Pas tor with a trou bled heart.  The Evan ge -
list preached the Word of God again with such power that I 
re joiced as I heard the ac count of what we call the prodical 
son, as I lis tened to the mes sage it be came so clear of
God’s lov ing arms around me.  It was so real!  

Af ter the ser vice an el derly Chris tian lady spoke to
some of the young peo ple that were saved, and said that
God many times speaks to us (young peo ple) in the qui et -
ness of the night and that we def i nitely ought to se ri ously
lis ten to Him as the Holy Spirit draws and calls.  

That eve ning Ev. Erickson shared to un der stand the
Bi ble, to pray be fore you open the Bi ble and the Holy
Spirit will open the Word to you; of which I obeyed and
the Bi ble be came an open Book and so many prom ises of
God came alive to me, that I could hardly con tain it!   

At three o’clock in the morn ing the Lord called me,
like Sam uel of old, and said, “Dor o thy, let Je sus come into 
your heart,” and I said con sci en tiously, “Come in to stay
Lord Je sus.”  In ter est ing then, as the song Blessed As sur -
ance Je sus is mine, Oh, what a foretaste of Glory Di vine,”
I felt like get ting up and sing ing, but in stead I stayed still
and just thanked and praised the Lord for giv ing me the
Blessed as sur ance that I was a child of God and that no
man could take this from me.  

Since then, I have had some real strug gles with the
Devil but God’s Grace and Mercy are new ev ery day.  I
have had moun tain top ex pe ri ences and many ex pe ri ences 
down in the val ley.   The more I tes tify of His sav ing Grace 
for me and what He is do ing for me, the more the Devil
tries to dis cour age me and tells me ‘you sure did n’t bring
that out right.’   

Christ Je sus is the real key to true joy and hap pi ness
and that we can look for ward to a real Homecom ing in
Heaven.  “Je sus Christ is the same yes ter day, to day, and
for ever.”  He brews 13:8.  

Step ping Ashore

Think Of step ping on shore

And find ing it Heaven!

Of tak ing hold of a hand 

And find ing it God’s Hand!

Of breath ing new air

And find ing it ce les tial air!

Of feel ing in vig o rated

And find ing it im mor tal ity!

Of pass ing from storm and tem pest

To an un bro ken calm!

Of wak ing up and find ing

Your self Home!
Robert E. Selle
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Dear Abby Bad Advice to 
Mother of Homosexual Boy

On May 1, 2012, the col umn known as “Dear Abby:
gave some un in formed, lib eral-bi ased ad vice to the
mother of a ho mo sex ual boy.  The mother wrote to ask
about whether or not her son would go to Heaven.

Abby said, “I be lieve that en trance to Heaven is based
upon a per son’s char ac ter, not his or her sex ual ori en ta -
tion.  To day, be cause of mod ern sci en tific stud ies, we
know more about ho mo sex u al ity than was known when
the Bi ble was writ ten, and that sex ual ori en ta tion is not a
‘choice.’” 

This is amaz ingly bi ased and to tally er ro ne ous!  Let’s
set the re cord “straight” on sev eral counts.

1. No one gets to Heaven on his or her per -
sonal char ac ter.

2. “Sci en tific stud ies” have pro vided no con clu -
sive ev i dence on the whys and wherefores of ho mo sex u al -
ity.  If they had any thing they thought was sub stan tive,
they would be all over the net works with it.  They are not,
be cause they do not!

3. The Bi ble is nei ther an ti quated nor in ac cu -
rate, as she claims it is.

4. The Bi ble is God’s au thor i ta tive Word; the
pre vail ing “sci en tific” con sen sus of the cur rent cul ture is
not.

5. Such things as sex ual ori en ta tion are truly
choices.  You can’t jus tify de vi ancy by say ing that you
were born that way.  …

Selected

Ed i tor’s Note:  1 Co rin thi ans 6:9-10, Lev. 18:22,
20:13, Deut. 22, 23:17, 1 Cor. 5:11, Jude 7, 1 Tim. 1:10
& Romans 1:26-27.  Please note though, for ex am ple –
the fol low ing:

Starbucks’ CEO Says Back ing 
“Gay Mar riage” is Right for Them

Starbucks of fi cials see no im pact of the com pany’s
de ci sion to en dorse a same-gen der “mar riage” bill passed
by law mak ers in Wash ing ton State.  

Starbucks’ an nual meet ing of share hold ers took place
March 21 in Se at tle, home base of the pop u lar cof fee re -
tailer.  At the end of that meet ing, share holder Tom
Strohbar, founder of the Cor po rate Mo ral ity Ac tion Cen -
ter, took the com pany to task for its pro-ho mo sex ual pol i -
cies – in clud ing sup port for homosexual marriage.

“What con cerns me is pos si ble eco nomic boy cotts,
share holder res o lu tions, things that might af fect the sales
of our com pany, the earn ings,” he stated.   “Is it pru dent to
risk the eco nomic in ter ests of all the share hold ers for

some thing that might af fect the pri vate lives of a very
small per cent age of our employees?”

Starbucks CEO Howard Schultz re sponded by say ing
while he did not want to be dis re spect ful to Strohbar, he
be lieves the de ci sion “is right for our com pany.”…

Mean while, the Na tional Or ga ni za tion for Mar riage
has an nounced a “Dump Starbucks” pro test in re sponse to
the com pany’s sup port of same-sex mar riage.

OneNewsNow.com

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“I am not ashamed of the gos pel of Christ: for
it is the power of God unto sal va tion to ev ery one

that be liev eth” Romans 1:16.  

The true Gos pel has never lost its power.  If we could
have a mighty sweep of old-time gos pel preach ing
through out the land, I be lieve that it would re sult in a real
revival.

In the first days of my min is try, I was preach ing in a
re vival in a coun try church.  On the last day of the meet -
ing, they were tak ing up an of fer ing for me.  A young man
who had been saved in the meet ing came to me and said, “I 
am very sorry that I do not have any money to put into the
of fer ing, but I want you to know that I will be for ever
grate ful to you.  I will never for get the ser mons that you
preached here in the church.  These ser mons led me to ac -
cept Je sus Christ as my Saviour.” 

It was the Gos pel that did it, em pow ered by the Spirit
of God.

One night in an other meet ing, the pas tor and I had
sup per in a cer tain home.  The wife and mother in that
home said to me, “I am so glad that you are here help ing us 
in our re vival meet ing. My hus band is away at this time,
but he will be home Sat ur day.  He will be at church Sat ur -
day night.  He is not saved.  I am pray ing that your ser mon
on Sat ur day night will touch his heart and lead him to
Christ.”

On Sat ur day night, when the in vi ta tion was given af -
ter the ser mon, this big man came down the aisle.  It was
the Gos pel that did it, em pow ered by the Spirit of God.   

Some time ago, I preached to a church that was
packed with peo ple.  At the close of the ser vice, a man
came for ward to ac cept Christ as his Sav iour.  As he took
my hand, he said, “You were preach ing to me alone to -
night.  I have come to give my heart to the Sav iour.”

I did not know the man or any thing about him.  It was
the Gos pel that did it, em pow ered by the Spirit of God. 
Yes, Christ knocks on the heart’s door through the Gos pel.
            W. Herschel Ford.

Selected.

15



16

noissi
mre

n
nI 

nare
h t

u
L eg

ua
H

 re t
ne

C 
g

n ilia
M 

& 
g

ni
 p

pi
h

S tI-
d

ne
S  

o/c

 .e
v

A tt
ocl

A tse
W 

6
2

0
1

7
3

5
6

5 
N

M ,slla
F s

u
gre

F

Vol ume XCIV  •  Num ber 7 • July, 2012
(USPS 887-740) Dilworth, MN 56529

t
a 

di
a

P 
e

g
 at

s
o

P 
sl

a
 c i

d
 oi r

e
P

7
3

5
6

5  
N

M ,
sll

a
F 

s
u

gr
e

F

THANK YOU
FOR PRAYING!

The LORD most cer tainly gave ‘us’ a very
blessed Hauge An nual Bi ble Con fer ence at
Stavanger Lu theran Church of Gar den City,
Iowa.  IF folk knew how the ‘Pres ence of the
Holy Spirit’ was in ‘our’ midst and the many
rich bless ings from Above, likely more folk
would have been with ‘us’.  

More re flec tions will likely show up in the
Morn ing Glory in the Au gust is sue.  In the
mean time - Praise the Lord from Whom all
bless ings flow!

Up Date

WORDS

At times ‘words’ are too nu mer ous and it be -
comes gos sip; at other times there are not enough
‘words’ to prop erly com mu ni cate/ex plain and clar i fi -
ca tion is lost AND at other times (to day) there just
does n’t seem that words are ad e quate to re late the se -
ri ous ness of the ‘hour’.   Which brings me to the im -
por tance of to day’s “Up Date”; be cause I only want
per son(s) like YOU to in vest in this por tion of the
Lord’s King dom Work as HE LEADS.  I/we want
you and I to be led by the Holy Spirit; then know ing
whatever is in vested will bring eter nal div i dends for
time and eter nity!

WE/I are seek ing to be faith ful unto His Word,
the Bi ble, and the bat tles and strug gles do not be -
come eas ier as we move for ward as sol diers of the
cross.  

The Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a -
tion/Morn ing Glory is a free Bib li cal Lu theran
Move ment based on the Word of God and we/I want
to be found faith ful unto Him, un til He closes the
door for the Sal va tion of pre cious Souls and nur tur -
ing His Lambs and Sheep.   He says if you love ME,
feed/tend to my lambs and sheep.  

Al most ‘need less’ to say, the in ter ces sory
prayer sup port and fi nan cial sup port are ‘real’ for
this ‘min is try’.  Enough ‘said’ for this ‘Up Date’ and
to leave the re sults in God’s Hands & yours!

THANK YOU and may GOD make you a
even greater bless ing as we seek by His GRACE to
oc cupy till HE co mes!

May’s in come for the Morn ing Glory is app.
$1,408.

The ac tual cost of pub lish ing and mail ing each
is sue (monthly) of the Morn ing Glory is app. $2,000
plus def i nite other ex penses be sides.

YES, NEED IS THE BOTTOM LINE OF
TRUE PRAYER: A = Ad o ra tion, C = Con fes sion, T
= Thanksgiving, S = Sup pli ca tion, I = In ter ces -
sion!!!    


