
“Grieve not the Holy Spirit” 
Ephe sians 4:30

LL that the be liever has must come from Christ, but 
it co mes only through the chan nel of the Spirit of
grace.  More over, as all bless ing thus flow to you
through the Holy Spirit, so also no good thing
can come out of you in holy thought, de vout

wor ship, or gra cious act, apart from the sanc ti fy ing op er a -
tion of the same Spirit.  Even if the good seed be sown in
you, yet it lies dor mant ex cept He worketh in you to will
and to do of His own good plea sure  Do you de sire to
speak for Je sus – how can you un less the Holy Ghost
touch your tongue?  Do you de sire to pray?  Alas! What
dull work it is un less the Spirit maketh in ter ces sion for
you!  Do you de sire to sub due sin?  Would you be holy? 
Would you im i tate your Mas ter?  Do you de sire to rise to
su per la tive heights of spir i tu al ity?  Are you want ing to be
made like the an gels of God, full of zeal and ardour for the
Mas ter’s cause?  You can not with out the Spirit —- “With -
out Me ye can do noth ing.”  O branch of the vine, thou
can’t have no fruit with out the sap!  O child of God, thou
hath no life within thee apart from the life which God
gives thee through His Spirit!  Then let us not grieve Him
or pro voke Him to an ger by our sin.  Let us not quench
Him in one of His faint est mo tions in our soul; let us fos ter
ev ery sug ges tion, and be ready to obey ev ery prompt ing. 
If the Holy Spirit be in deed so mighty, let us at tempt noth -
ing with out Him; let us be gin no pro ject, and carry on no
en ter prise, and con clude no trans ac tion, with out im plor ing 
His bless ing.  Let us do Him the due hom age of feel ing our 
en tire weak ness apart from Him and then de pend ing alone
upon Him hav ing this for our prayer, “Open Thou my
heart and my whole be ing to Thine in com ing, and up hold

me with Thy free Spirit when I shall have re ceived that
Spirit in my in ward parts” 

“Laz a rus was one of them that sat at 
the ta ble with Him”  John 12:2.

HE is to be en vied.  It was well to be Mar tha and serve, 
but better to be Laz a rus and com mune.  There are times for 
each pur pose, and each is comely in its sea son, but none of
the trees of the gar den yield such clus ters as the vine of fel -
low ship.  To sit with Je sus, to hear His words, to mark His
acts, and re ceive His smiles, was such a fa vour as must
have made Laz a rus as happy as the an gels.  When it has
been our happy lot to feast with our Be loved in His ban -
quet ing-hall, we would not have given half a sigh for all
the king doms of the world, if so much breath could have
bought them.

He is to be im i tated.  It would have been a strange
thing if Laz a rus had not been at the ta ble where Je sus was
for he had been dead, and Je sus had raised him.  For the
risen one to be ab sent when the Lord who gave him life
was at his house, would have been un grate ful in deed.  We
too were once dead, yea, and like Laz a rus stink ing in the
grave of sin; Je sus raised us, and by His life we live – can
we be con tent to live at a dis tance from Him?  Do we omit
to re mem ber Him at His ta ble, where He deigns to feast
with His breth ren?  Oh, this is cruel!  It be hooves us to re -
pent, and do as HE has hid den us, for His least wish should 
be law to us.  To have lived with out con stant in ter course
with one of whom the Jews said, “Be hold how He loved
him,” would have been dis grace ful to Laz a rus.   Is it ex -
cus able in us whom Je sus has loved with an ev er last ing

Hauge Lutheran Innermission Federation  !  March 2018

“The Com ing of the Lord Draweth Nigh” — James 5:8

EXPERIENCED SALVATION • CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP • SIMPLICITY IN WORSHIP



2

love?  To have been cold to
Him who wept over his life -
less corpse, would have ar -
gued great brut ish ness in
Laz a rus.  What does it ar gue
in us over whom the Sav iour
has not only wept, but bled? 
Come, breth ren, who read
this por tion, let us re turn unto 
our heav enly Bride groom,
and ask for His Spirit that we
may be on terms of closer in -
ti macy with Him and hence -
forth sit at the ta ble with Him.

Morning & Evening, by
Charles Spurgeon, © 1991

Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.

Ed i tor’s Note: When a
per son makes sport or light of 
SIN, this per son is grad u ally
hard en ing his heart and
‘griev ing the Holy Spirit’. 
Quench not the Holy Spirit of 
God!  

“THE heav ens de clare
the glory of God; and the
fir ma ment shows His hand -
i work” Psalm 19:1.

The Bi ble is the unique
rev e la tion of God to man kind 
– God’s GRACE.  It goes into 
great de tail to sup port what it
says, giv ing much ev i dence
from proph e cies ful filled,
from his tory, and from the ac -
counts of eye wit nesses.  It
does not ar gue, how ever, nor
sup port with fur ther ev i -
dence, that which cre ation
de clares and makes self-ev i -
dent to all man kind.  It be gins 
with the sim ple state ment that 
God cre ated the heav ens and
the earth, and then goes on
from there.

Selected

Morning Glory
Volume C – Number 2

March 2018

Editor: Pastor Rodney Stueland
508 5th St. NE, Dilworth, MN  56529

email:  haugerep@gmail.com

Send Announcements, Contributions, and Subscription Renewals to:
Barbara Stueland, 508 5th St. NE, Dilworth, MN  56529

Internet Web Site:  haugeinnermission.com.
Facebook:  Facebook.com/Haugeinnermission

Electronic version available – Send email to:  morningglorymagazine@gmail.com

PUBLICATION OFFICE:
HAGA PUBLISHING, 808 Martha Lake Court, Shoreview, MN  55126-5856

OFFICERS OF THE FEDERATION
President:  Wayne Almlie  ..........................................................................Des Moines, IA
Vice President:  John Monsen ......................................................................Burnsville, MN
Secretary:  Jim Haga ....................................................................................Shoreview, MN
Treasurer:  Paul Peterson..................................................................................Kenyon, MN
Kevin Gunderson ...............................................................................................Dexter, MN
Willmore Gundersen .................................................................................Fergus Falls, MN
Duane Nessa ................................................................................................Garden City, IA
Rodney Stueland.............................................................................................Dilworth, MN
Joel Zeltinger..................................................................................................Bismarck, ND

CONTRIBUTIONS TAX DEDUCTIBLE
The Hauge Lutheran Innermission Federation is registered with the Department of Internal Revenue
as a non-profit religious organization.  Contributions for all phases of the Hauge Federation are
deductible for income tax purposes.

Grieve Not the Holy Spirit...........................................................................................1-2
The Heavens declare the Glory of God...........................................................................2
I will never leave • Blood in the Bible ............................................................................3
Hauge’s Imprisonment and Last Days ............................................................................4
Editorial .......................................................................................................................5-7
Missing • All Forsook me ...............................................................................................7
From our Fellowship Circle • Lutheran Composers • Joshua Saved Rahab ...................8
Believable …Yet Unbelievable • ..............................................................................9-10
God Trieth the Hearts • Children Obey Your Parents • Evangelism ............................10
The Holy Spirit Help Us • rusting God Even If ............................................................11
Whom At My Door is Knocking? • Garments fit for a King........................................12
O That I Might Find Him • Crafted ..............................................................................13
What About Tattoos? ...............................................................................................14-15
Trust, Work and Watch • UpDate..................................................................................15
Hauge Spring Conference • Purpose of the Innermission.............................................16

MORNING GLORY (ISSN0745-5968, USPS 887-740) is published in January, March, May,
June, August, September, October, November and December, by the Hauge Lutheran
Innermission Federation, 508 5th St. NE, Dilworth, MN  56529, and printed by Send-It Shipping
& Mailing Center, 1026 West Alcott Ave., Fergus Falls, MN 56537. Periodicals postage paid at
Fergus Falls, MN 56537.
POSTMASTER:  Send Address Changes to: Morning Glory, c/o Send-It Shipping & Mailing
Center, 1026 West Alcott Ave., Fergus Falls, MN 56537.



“For He hath said, I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee.” Hebrews 13:5

Je sus is Mas ter of the wind, of the waves, over trou -
bles, and even over death.  He will never leave us nor for -
sake us no mat ter where we have to go nor what we have
to do.  (Ed.  When apos tasy (fall ing away) takes place, it
is ba si cally we who left Him be cause of the de ceit ful ness
of our heart (the old na ture), AND JESUS in vites and en -
cour ages us to re turn unto Him).  He will up hold us, and
He will strengthen us; there is no need to fear.  

One eve ning, a man in Den mark who had been vis it -
ing some friends un til a late hour, had to walk through a
for est to reach his home.  He was of fered com pany, but
re fused it, pre fer ring to walk alone.  He started out, but
had not gone far when a pe cu liar fear came over him.  He
fell to his knees in prayer, com mit ting his soul and body
to the Lord.  The fear left him, and he re sumed his walk
home, ar riv ing there safely.  He thought much about this
ex pe ri ence, but could not explain it.

A year later, a dan ger ous crim i nal was ap pre hended
and taken to court.  When he was ar raigned be fore the
judge, he told how he had set out to kill this man. 

“Why did n’t you kill him?” asked the judge.  “When
he passed me, an an gel walked be hind him, and I could n’t 
do it,” the crim i nal re plied.

The man re al ized then, that the Lord had not for saken 
him.  Are you un der the pro tect ing wing of the Al -
mighty?  If not, the Sav iour is wait ing to take you un der
His pro tect ing care.   

Dear Lord Je sus, pro tect us with Thy love and care,
when ever we go and in what ever we do.  For Je sus’ sake. 
Amen.

Come to this Foun tain so rich and sweet;
Cast thy poor soul at the Sav iour’s feet; 
Plunge in to day, and be made com plete; 
Glory to His name.

Altar Steps by Pastor R. P. Haakonson, 

By the way, are you look ing for a bib li cal de vo tional
book for the fam ily to gather around the Word of God?
Al tar Steps is a daily de vo tional for each day of the year . 
It is avail able through the Hauge Book Store for $8.00,
plus $2.00 for ship ping.  Sim ply use the en ve lope in the
cen ter of the mag a zine to or der.

Blood in The Bi ble 

“With out the shed ding of blood is no re mis sion
of sin.” He brews 9:22

BLOOD sac ri fice runs through the Bi ble from Gen e -

sis to Rev e la tion like a con tin ual scar let thread.  It was at
the heart of the sac ri fices of Le vit i cus, the theme of Da -
vid’s songs, the fo cus of the proph ets’ pre dic tions and the 
Blood of the Lamb will be the cho rus of re deemed
multitudes in heaven.

Men tion of that blood in ev i ta bly makes us think of
Cal vary where Christ shed His rich, ruby blood for us. 
Look on His head that was pierced with thorns, on His
back, mu ti lated and torn by a cruel whip, on His hands
and feet, spiked by nails and from His side where a Ro -
man sol dier shunted a spear into His body.  The blood of
Je sus Christ is at the heart of the Gospel.

Dr. Ian Pais ley preached pow er fully on this theme,
“Ev ery bless ing we re ceive in the Gos pel is stained by
the pre cious blood of Christ.  Every deed of mercy, ev ery
ex pres sion of grace, ev ery mo ment of love, co mes to us
through the blood of Christ.  The church is a blood-
bought body; the road we walk is a blood stained path -
way.  The Bi ble we read is a blood stained book.  The
throne at which we bow at is a blood stained throne.  The
songs we sing have a blood stained theme and we are go -
ing to a blood stained heaven.  With out the blood there is
no re mis sion, no for give ness, no sal va tion, no hope, no
peace, and no heaven.”

It was the ac tual blood of Je sus Christ.  Cal vary was 
for real.  Je sus was made flesh and blood that He might
taste death for us.

It was the ex cep tional blood of Christ.  The blood of
Je sus Christ was unique.  That is be cause of His per son,
His pu rity and the pur pose for which He came.

It was the ef fec tual blood of Je sus Christ.  There is
power in the blood for re demp tion, rec on cil i a tion and re -
mis sion of sins. 

The es sen tial blood of Je sus Christ.  It was es sen tial
that the blood was shed on the cross, but also es sen tial
that the blood be sprin kled on our hearts.

There is power in the blood of the Lamb.

                  By Victor Maxwell, A Word for your Way,
Copyright Victor Maxwell October, 2014.
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New Car pet 
A new car pet had been laid on the pul pit plat -

form, and the work men had left a num ber of tacks
scat tered on the floor.

“See here,” said the pas tor, “what do you sup -
pose would hap pen if I stepped on one of these tacks 
right in the mid dle of my ser mon?” “Well sir,” came
the reply, “I reckon there’d be one point you
wouldn’t linger on.”   — Se lected
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HAUGE’S IMPRISONMENT AND
LAST DAYS – 1804-1824 

We shall make this, the sad dest chap ter in the long
his tory of Nor way, as brief as pos si ble and let Hauge
him self tes tify:

“I was put in the Hougsund jail, Oct. 24, 1804, and
in the eve ning placed in iron fet ters.  But that night I
slept better than I had done for a long time, know ing that 
I had a good con science and my aim had been to do that
which was good only.”

From a let ter dated Oc to ber 31, 1804, writ ten to his
friends we quote: “I thank, praise and glo rify God for all 
His mercy and grace.  Out of love to you dear breth ren
do I bear this chain.  May His love be kin dled in your
heart.  How many things does not God use to wake us
up.  My heart’s de sire for you is that you may be true
mem bers of His body and that our suf fer ing may be
changed to glory and eter nal freedom.”

At the pre lim i nary trial Nov 1, 1804, when asked if
he would prom ise to quit preach ing, so that he might
soon be set free, Hauge an swered: 

“I can not prom ise to dis con tinue my de vo tional
meet ings and my prayers, and I can not see that
these should be det ri men tal, when so many
gath er ings are per mit ted where peo ple ca rouse,
get drunk and swear.  ”Shortly af ter wards
Hauge wrote a prayer for the whole Chris tian
church, be gin ning: “Mer ci ful God and heav -
enly Fa ther, you who have waited so long for
our con ver sion…Fa ther, you see how the hard -
ened sin ners are per verted and ac cuse those
who con fess Thee… Wake us up from luke -
warm ness, let those bound un der sin be set free
and let Thy truly de liv ered chil dren fol low af ter 
love with all its gifts.”

On Nov 22, 1804 Hauge was or dered trans ferred
from Hougsund to Oslo.  The or der was very strict, if
needed, mil i tary force might be used.  It was some thing
like the ar rest of Je sus.  Hauge wrote: 

“My heart is quiet; I am sur ren dered unto death.  
God who gave my Mas ter strength will give me
strength with Him to ag o nize in prayer.  I ad -
mon ish you, my friends, to show no zeal on my
be half, but be lieve that it will fur ther His own
plans.  May He keep you in a meek spirit.”

Now be gins that dread ful and bar baric treat ment of
Hauge that finds no com par i son ex cept in the hor ri ble
dun geons of Spain.  All writ ing ma te rial and books were 
taken away; no one was al lowed to see him.  Af ter

spend ing a short time in the sec tion for drunk ards, he
was given his own nar row cell.  He was al lowed to be
out in the open air only 3 times the first year.  Food was
very poor.  He lost his teeth and his hair.  Be fore one
year was ended his health was bro ken.  He suf fered in -
de scrib ably from the fear, as year af ter year went on,
that God might en tirely have for saken him, as he sat
year af ter year in tense ex pec ta tion to know his fate, —
ei ther ac quit tal or con vic tion.  He waited in vain for nine 
long years.  In the mean time. a num ber of mis er a ble tri -
als were held.  Dur ing them we shall quote a brief word
from him now and then.  What made these tri als so many 
and so lengthy, was first that the Church de part ment
wanted to get from ev ery min is ter in Nor way his opin -
ion of the Hauge re vival move ment  Of course, al most
all con demned it and Hauge in the stron gest terms. 
Then they had to get wit nesses from all over Nor way to
tes tify that Hauge had “spread his poi son.”   They pro -
cured over 600 wit nesses in all.  They held 28 dif fer ent
tri als.  In all, he was given 544 ques tions to an swer, as
found to day in the old re port book.  

Here are sam ples of some of those 544 ques tions:
“What call have you to pose as a preacher?”  “Who had
given you au thor ity to be a judge over the min is ters?” 
“Are you not a fa ther of chil dren born out of wed lock?” 
“How much money did you squeeze out of this or that
per son?”  To stand trial 28 times, sur rounded only by
sus pi cious en e mies and in that hos tile at mo sphere,
caused Hague ex treme an guish.  Af ter one such trial he
wrote:

“As to my money and prop erty, I am sure I have
given away 50 times more that I have re ceived
(He had about $2.50 on his per son when ar -
rested).   It was ex tremely bit ter to stand be fore
the court and an swer such ques tions… My an -
guish was in tense.”  

It took about four years to con duct the main tri als.
To be con tin ued in next is sue of the Morning Glory

                    Taken from Innermisison Church History, 
by P. Ljostveit, Published by HLIF, 1948  

Ed i tor’s Note: We most cer tainly do not idol ize nor
wor ship Hans Neilsen Hauge; but want to en cour age
you to take a bib li cal stand on the Solid Word of God,
the Bi ble, sim i lar to what he did!

This min is try (Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er -
a tion/Morn ing Glory) is in di rectly an off-shoot of what
God did in and through that sin ner (Hans Neilsen
Hauge) who was saved and kept by God’s Mar vel ous
GRACE!
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Ed i to rial 
RES

The Four F’s in a Godly Home
“Thanks be to God for His in de scrib able gift!” 

(II Co rin thi ans 9:15)

A Liv ing Faith

There is a dif fer ence be tween a house and a home and
this ed i to rial is def i nitely di rected to ward the ‘home’! 
A house is a build ing, while a home is the peo ple who
dwell within!

“Through wis dom a house is built, And by un der -
stand ing it is es tab lished; By knowl edge the rooms are
filled With all pre cious and pleas ant riches” Prov erbs
24:3-4.

In your dwell ing place of a house, apart ment, room or
tent, ac cord ing to Scrip ture, your phys i cal dwell ing
place should be ‘graced’ with pic tures, plaques, etc.
that in di cate your abode is a Chris tian home.  

Nat u rally, as God cre ated man and woman – with a
def i nite dis tinc tion be tween male and fe male – as HE
cre ated man first in His own im age and then tak ing a
rib from Adam.  HE knew be fore He even cre ated us
that it was not good for the man to be alone!  Al though
be fore this mag nif i cent re al iza tion, HE ‘breathed into
us’ the fol low ing: “And the LORD God formed man 
of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nos -
trils the breath of life; and man be came a liv ing be -
ing (soul).”  Gen e sis 2:7

There are two rea sons why God or dained that one
male should be joined to gether with one fe male and
that is to re pro duce ‘af ter our kind’, and for phys i cal
ac tiv i ties, but with sep a rate call ings!  Also HE saw
that it was not good for the man to be alone!  

As an adult who is go ing to choose a life-part ner
(team-mate), a godly-home be gins with Spe cific
PRAYER, even be fore the pro cess of dat ing takes
place, for each date could pos si bly be the one who will
be come your ‘life-mate’.  

Prayer is in tended even be fore the mir a cle of con cep -
tion and know ing that God in tends that this ‘in her i -
tance from the Lord’ needs a per sonal-faith-
re la tion ship with JESUS!  You see, GOD does not
have, per-say, any ‘grand chil dren’ in the ‘fam ily of
God’; but ONLY sons and daugh ters through the
BELOVED, JESUS. John 1:12-13, Rev e la tion 3:20, 1 
John 5:11-13.  In other words we are only
baby/child-sit ters as they are lent to us for only a short

pe riod of time in the light of Eter nity.  Each of us, in di -
vid u ally will one day spend all ETERNITY in ei ther
Heaven or Hell and both des ti nies last as long as the
other!   

As par ents, GOD in tends that we are to nur ture our
chil dren in ex am ple, word and deed!  Prov erbs 22:6.

When a child is old enough to know the dif fer ence be -
tween right and wrong – what is SIN – then that child
is old enough to come to a con scious per sonal re la tion -
ship with JESUS!  FAITH is not in her ited from one in -
di vid ual to an other in di vid ual, but must be
ex pe ri enced per son ally.

Even though, in a way, too many fam i lies in con gre ga -
tions to day believe that when Mom and Dad are
godly-folk, the youn ger gen er a tion is of ten ac cepted
as of fi cial be liev ers with out a per sonal re la tion ship
with JESUS.  SALVATION IS NOT LEARNED, BUT 
EXPERIENCED!

Fair ness

IF our Cre ator and Re deemer en trusts an in her i tance
into our midst (chil dren), keep in mind, that even
though chil dren have the same fa ther and mother, each 
child will have a dif fer ent per son al ity.  So chil dren
should not have to com pete with one an other.  Treat
them fairly, but be a men tor (child-sit ter) for God and
thus in vest for all eter nity! 

I’ve been told of a large con ser va tive Lu theran Con -
gre ga tion which had a bib li cal stand on chas tity be fore 
mar riage (Hebrews13:4); but that rule could be bent
de pend ing upon how prom i nent the name was. 
Naturally this be came of fen sive to certain in di vid u als. 

Firm ness

Prov erbs 14:26.  Meal time should be a fun time and if
your child (mis be haves) dur ing your at ten dance of
wor ship ping our God in ‘Spirit and Truth’– wait un til
af ter your meal to first of all ex plain why you have to
dis ci pline them in LOVE!  There are sev eral ways of
firmly dis ci plin ing a child, but in years gone by it has
been said: When the ‘wood-shed’ was part of the
‘home-stead’, many a cases were set tled be hind the
wood-shed and out of court.  One Scrip tural place is
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that when you ap ply the rule of learn ing on the seat of
un der stand ing; the child will smart on one end and
smarten-up on the other!  Not nec es sar ily a spank ing
but no tice: He who spares the rod spoils the child.

As meal-time should be a happy-time, by no means do
not let the world in flu ence you in hav ing any al co holic 
bev er age be any part of your fam ily nu tri tion as the
BIBLE is very clear in re gards to this sub ject – which,
sad to say, is in vad ing even some pro fess ing Chris tian
homes!  There is NO ques tion al co hol is of/from the
world – Prov erbs 20:1, Hab. 2:15-16.

Fun nour ish ment 

When ever we sit down to gether for a meal, let us not
for get that many in the world are yet go ing to bed hun -
gry.  When we en joy the com fort of our home, let us
not for get that there are many in this sin ful world who
re ally do not pos sess or rent a liv ing quar ters to go to.  
As we ride in our ve hi cle, let us also keep in mind and
heart that many peo ple in the world still must use
(mainly) the foot-mo bile! 

We, the peo ple of USA and other free-coun tries, have
been so richly blest y God.  We need to pray for our
lead ers; both sec u lar lead ers and re li gious lead ers. 

May our prayers be saturated with praise and
thanksgiving as grat i tude is des per ately lack ing in our 
so ci ety and cul ture!  

Mar tin Lu ther shares that when we pray the pe ti tion of
the Lord’s Prayer – Give us this day our daily bread –
we ac tu ally are pray ing for the whole ‘com mu nion of
saints’!   As we re ceive so many bless ings from Him
who changes not; we re ceive all these bless ing that
our lives might ex press THANKS unto the GIVER.   1 
John 3:17.  “’Nev er the less He did not leave Him self
with out wit ness, in that He did good, gave us rain from 
heaven and fruit ful sea sons, fill ing our hearts with
food and glad ness.’” Acts 14:17. 

Cou ples should not only have prayer to gether, read 
God’s Word to gether, work to gether, but play to -
gether! Thus we of the MG/HLIF are seek ing to live
in obe di ence (out of LOVE for Je sus and for the Fam -
ily of GOD) to faith fully serve HIM, for FAITH,
FAMILY AND FREEDOM!  Jude 3.  AS to your
phys i cal bev er age, don’t be de ceived/fooled by the
arch-en emy of our soul, and the sin ful world that we
are liv ing in.  GOD clearly states to tal ab sti nence from
any al co holic beverage.  The one and only true God is
not a God of con fu sion!  (In its con text, there is a clear
dis tinc tion between ‘old’ (fer mented) wine and ‘new’
wine (grape juice). 

Also don’t for get to build a home around Chris tian
Fun, Fel low ship and Hos pi tal ity, as there are things

you will learn and ex pe ri ence in the area of Chris tian -
ity that you would will never ex pe ri ence ex cept
through ‘Chris tian Hos pi tal ity’.   

Is n’t it mar vel ous how a child of God can have ‘fun’
and have NO re grets the next day!  While the un saved
world can make ‘fun-of’, scoff, scorn, ridicule and
per se cute Chris tian ity, they ‘laugh’ their way into
Hell, but not out!  YES, the “plea sures of sin” is so
yearning both to the saved and un saved sin ner as
found in He brews 10:25 (tem po rary).  In Re al ity it was 
Je sus who was born to die for your sin and mine.  King
Herod re sponded to the new born Je sus with blood-
thirsty hos til ity; and this re sponse grew and swelled
un til one day, approx. three de cades lat ter, it be came a
mob’s ter ri fy ing cry:  CRUCIFY HIM!  A life-chang -
ing Je sus Christ is un ac cept able to mil lions of peo ple,
made up of in di vid u als just like you and me.  He is a
men ace to their way of life!  Ephe sians 5:22-33, 1 Pe -
ter 3:1-12, or 1 Tim o thy 3:2, 8-13.

God’s Word teaches ONE HUSBAND and ONE
WIFE un til DEATH DO YOU PART.

The same goes for con gre ga tional lead er ship – He -
brews 10:24-25 and keep in heart and mind that the
word “ex hort” is not only ad mo ni tion, but en cour ag -
ing!

 AS in di vid u als and fam i lies, the closer we get to the
day of our ex o dus, and in a sense the “Pearly White
City,” likely the more Sa tan will be work ing over time
in our midst!   

· Even where there is a definite difference in
personality clashes, IF this person is IN CHRIST
and covered under the blood of the crucified and
risen One who is coming again; we are to LOVE
one-another (support/encourage) as similar as a
shepherd is willing to lay down his life for the
sheep!

· EVEN in the physical family, I firmly suggest that 
you keep in contact with one another. For
example: even as adults, even though maybe many 
miles separate you from one-another, write, call or 
on occasions, contact mother and father,
grand-mother, grand-father at least once or twice a 
week, regardless how brief the contact may be!

· It is ONLY those who are walking by faith with and 
in JESUS who can truly pray “Our Father.” In what 
we call the Lord’s Prayer, praying for God to:
“Deliver us from temptation” means to over-come
temptation or rescue us from temptation.

· Don’t forget, EVEN before the foundation of the
earth, in a sense God waited these ‘thousands’ of



MISSING!
Maybe I am ap proach ing this bib li cal item from a neg -

a tive side; but the plain open truth is that some thing is def -
i nitely miss ing, even in the av er age evan gel i cal
con gre ga tion, and that is se ries of evan ge lis tic meet ings –
no doubt about it!

A cou ple of ques tions:  When did GOD with draw the
call ing and us ing of Evan ge lists?  God had and still does
use evan ge lists and evan ge lis tic meet ings!  God has used
evan ge lis tic meet ings for cen tu ries!  Not only some years
or de cades ago, but ac cord ing to His Word, and thus my
con vic tion, He wants to use them TODAY ALSO!  When I 
state cen tu ries ago, take for ex am ple JONAH!  

The Sec ond ques tion: I am in formed that folks just
don’t come out for evan ge lis tic meet ings like they used to!  
SO!  I am re minded of what one of the great re form ers said
years ago: He would rather be the means (ves sel) of set ting 
ten souls on fire for the LORD, than one hun dred con verts.  
WHY?  Be cause ten souls could do much more in the
Lord’s Work than one ‘ves sel’.    

Years ago, in my home com mu nity, they used to have
evan ge lis tic meet ings for weeks at a time!  Dur ing one
such se ries, to my knowl edge, only one pre cious soul
came to know JESUS as his per sonal Sav ior, and YET
how GOD used this in di vid ual in reach ing many souls for
Christ and nur tur ing God’s chil dren, by the GRACE OF
GOD!

So why not give it a try again: even if only a small
num ber come un der the hear ing of God’s Eter nal Word;
God is still there, for where two or three are gath ered in
His Name…!  IT IS PART OF GOD’S PLAN!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

All forsook me: may it not be laid to their account 
II Timothy 4:16.

ONE would think that so truth-lov ing a man and so

holy a Chris tian as Paul would have been spared be ing for -
saken by his friends; but he also had to see them go when
he most needed them most.  A heavy and dark phi los o phy
of life lies in the words, that we must not rely on men.  So
we, too, must count on los ing our best friends.  Life tells
us, too, that grad u ally as the years pass, many must put up
with be ing more and more lonely and friend less.

Think only of all the fa thers and moth ers who wore
them selves out to help their chil dren get on in the world,
and who in their old age were left alone, to be for got ten by
all!

Brother for gets sis ter, and sis ter brother, and in a
pinch, the per son that you ex pected the most help from can 
add the heavi est stone to your bur den.  Many who worked
to gether in the king dom of God as Chris tian broth ers and
good friends, for many and long years, pulled apart as eve -
ning came on.  That is the way we men are.  We are no
more re li able than that.  “All for sook me” says Paul.  ALL!

But the big thing that we must learn of Paul is that he
faces all this with a lov ing and for giv ing heart.  “May it
not be laid to their ac count,” he says.  He who can say that 
is un speak ably happy.  It is the will of God that we for give
ev ery body, and in the midst of ad ver sity glo rify Him who
has said: “I will not fail thee, nor for sake thee.”  When
you have the Friend who never fails you, then you are
surely not lonely ei ther in life or in death.   

Let the world de spise and leave me; 
They have left my Sav ior, too;
Hu man hearts and looks de ceive me, 
Thou art not, like them, un true;
And while Thou shalt smile upon me, 
God of wis dom, love, and might, 
Foes may hate, and friends may shun me; 
Show Thy face and all is bright.   

Thy Kingdom Come, by Ludvig Hope, Augsburg
Publishing House, © Copyright-1939, Permission                         

Granted.

7

years in order that you might become a member in
God’s Blessed little Flock that you and I might
become part of His Blood-bought ‘Bride’, AND
in the meantime the temple/tabernacle of the third
Person of the Holy Trinity, the Holy Spirit!

What a GOD of truth, mercy, grace and love:
which is a sense makes each re deemed Per son
“Awe some”–  now look up in the dic tio nary the def i ni -
tion of ‘awe some’!

Con tinue to ex er cise the gift of a liv ing faith as Je sus

was born (God’s In car na tion) in a lowly sta ble (sim i lar
to a barn) as a ‘Lamb’ to be cru ci fied for our SIN, even
though He was, is and will be the com ing King!  In a
sta ble – what a proper place for a “Lamb”!   Yet one day
HE is com ing as King of KINGS!   And you and I (in
Christ) will stand be fore this per fect, sin less, HOLY
ONE in love.  IN the mean time we are His ‘am bas sa -
dors’.

HOW GRACIOUS ARE YOU TO BELONG IN THE
FAMILY OF GOD AND JOINT HEIRS WITH 

JESUS!
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From Our Fellowship Circle 

J. Q Mor ris, IL 
Please send me your pub li ca tion and en closed is a check 
for the amount of $...

B. H. Mil ton Freewater, OR 
I en joy your pa per very much.  I am so thank ful that I
was born again and am saved by the Grace of God!  It is
so good to know per son ally Je sus as my Sav ior!

E. G. Story Plain, Alta. Can ada 
Your ar ti cle “En ter tain ment Evan ge lism” was per fect.
We see this all around us as godly re pen tance and the
gift of a Liv ing Faith are not heard of.   

Please keep up the good work as I look for ward to re -
ceiv ing the Morn ing Glory and I also pass it on to oth -
ers.

LUTHERAN COMPOSERS 

Mar tin Lu ther (1483 – 1546), whose Gos pel re dis -
cov ery lit the flame that ig nited the Protestant Ref or ma -
tion five hun dred years ago, had a tre men dous im pact on
the mu si cal land scape of his time.  He was the fore most
of the re form ers in ac knowl edg ing mu sic as a gift from
God.  He is cred ited with re stor ing con gre ga tional sing -
ing.  Lu ther gave the Ger man peo ple the Bi ble, the cat e -
chism, and the hymn book in their own tongue.  All were
to take part in wor ship.  Lu ther also trans lated many
hymns from Latin and wrote thirty-six hymns.  He had a
huge in flu ence in cre at ing the first hym nal.  Lu ther’s
most pop u lar hymn, A Mighty For tress Is Our God, is
best known in the cho rale, hymn-like form which we sing 
to day.  How ever, Lu ther’s orig i nal rhythm to this mel ody
was very syn co pated and rhyth mic…

Hein rich Schutz (1585 – 1672), is gen er ally rec og -
nized as the most im por tant Ger man com poser of his
time.  He wrote what is con sid ered the first Ger man op -
era, yet he is most known for his sa cred mu sic com po si -
tions, from works for solo voice and in stru men tal
ac com pa ni ment, to acappella cho ral mu sic.  Some of his
works in clude Psalms of Da vid, Seven Words of Je sus
Christ on the Cross, and three Pas sion set tings.  His mu si -
cal style had a large in flu ence in the works of J. S. Bach.

Fe lix Men dels sohn (1809 – 1847), was born into a

prom i nent Jew ish fam ily and later in life con verted to
Lutheranism.  Most of Men dels sohn’s mu sic was writ -
ten for the con cert stage.  Among his sa cred works, he is
most noted for two or a to rios, Eli jah and St. Paul, Cast
Thy Bur den Upon the Lord ,…

FAITH ALONE, GRACE ALONE, 
SCRIPTURE ALONE 

Of ten, the Ref or ma tion is un der stood in light of
“solas” or solae.  So lar is Latin for “alone.”  Three that
de scribe Mar tin Lu ther’s teach ing on the Gos pel in clude 
Sola Scrip ture (Scrip ture Alone), Sola Fide (Faith
Alone), and Sola Gra tia (Grace Alone). “All Scrip ture is 
breathed out by God and prof it able for teach ing, for
re proof, for cor rec tion and for train ing in righ teous -
ness, so that the ser vant of God may be com plete,
equipped for ev ery good work” (2 Tim o thy 3:16-17). 
Scrip ture must gov ern over church tra di tions.  All tra di -
tions, creeds, and teach ings must be in unity with the
teach ings of Scrip ture.  “There fore, since we have been
jus ti fied by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Je sus Christ” (Romans 5:1).  We are jus ti fied by
faith, not works.  Good works are not a means for sal va -
tion, just ev i dence of sav ing faith.  “For by grace you
have been saved through faith.  And this is not your own
do ing; it is the gift of God” (Ephe sians 2:8).  …

Association Free Lutheran Bible School & Seminary

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

And Joshua saved Rahab the har lot alive, and
her fa ther’s house hold, and all that she had; and she
dwelleth in Is rael even unto this day; be cause she bid 
the mes sen gers, which Joshua sent to spy out Je ri cho  
Joshua 6:25.

The per ceived dif fer ences be tween the God of the
Old Tes ta ment and the God of the New Tes ta ment are
mainly the re sult of the pre sump tions we bring to the
Scrip tures rather than a nat u ral in ter pre ta tion of the
same.  For ex am ple, we see God’s grace and mercy ex -
tended to Rahab and her fam ily, even though her or i gin
would for ever pre clude her en try into the na tion of Is -
rael.  The same can be stated of Ruth the Moabites.  In -
deed, the Old Tes ta ment Scrip tures are full of ex am ples
of God act ing in grace – over rid ing His pro nounce ment
and show ing His mercy.

Apples of Gold. The Berean Call. 



Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

Egypt!

The approximate year-long rule of Mohamed Morsi
and the Mus lim Broth er hood brought Egypt some what to 
its knees, both eco nom i cally and so cially.

On No vem ber 1, 2017, for the first time known in
his tory, a leader of Egypt, Pres i dent Abdel Fattah el-Sisi,
met with Amer i can evan gel i cal lead ers.  They met for
nearly three hours at the Pres i den tial Pal ace in Cairo.

Michelle Bachmann (for mer Con gress woman for
Min ne sota) later said, “As evan gel i cals in the U.S., we
came to sup port and thank Pres i dent Abdel Fattah el-Sisi
for un prec e dented evenhandedness to ward Chris tians
and other mi nor i ties in Egypt.”  

God bless you as you pray for (es pe cially for) the
peace of Is rael and the peace of Egypt and that the name
of Je sus would be glo ri fied through out the same! 

Selected

Corrective Tobacco Ads Have Begun 

In 2006, a fed eral court judge found to bacco com pa -
nies guilty of ly ing to the Amer i can pub lic about the
deadly ef fects of cig a rettes and sec ond hand smoke, and
or dered them to do cor rec tive ad ver tis ing… Af ter eleven
years of stall ing and ne go ti at ing, the com pa nies [have
be gun] their ex ten sive cor rec tive cam paign, at their own
ex pense, ad mit ting the truth about their prod ucts.  Tele vi -
sion ads will run on ma jor net work and ca ble sta tions
dur ing prime time for 52 weeks.  Full-page ads will ap -
pear in more than 50 major cities through April 2018.

Consumer Health Digest, edited by Stephen Barrett,
M.D.

Ed i tor’s Note: How about the li quor/alcoholic com -
pa nies tell ing the truth about what ef fect drink ing has on
the road, home and com mu nity!

NFL Agrees to Commit $89M Over
Seven Years to Social Justice Causes

 The NFL and a group of play ers reached an agree -
ment in prin ci ple (De cem ber 6) to part ner on a plan to ad -
dress so cial jus tice is sues con sid ered im por tant to
Af ri can-Amer i can com mu ni ties, sources told ESPN.

The un prec e dented agree ment calls for the league to
con trib ute $89 mil lion over seven years to pro jects deal -
ing with crim i nal jus tice re form, law en force ment/com -
mu nity re la tions and education.

The agree ment does not in clude lan guage call ing for
play ers to end pro tests dur ing the na tional an them in ex -
change for funds; there’s no im plicit quid pro quo.

Gopusa.com 

Ed i tor’s Com ments:  Eighty-nine mil lion dol lars? 
“So cial jus tice” is of ten a code word for lib eral causes.  It
will be in ter est ing to see if even one “con ser va tive”
group re ceives fund ing from this.  Not likely!

Sword of the Lord 

Coach Denied Job Because She Rejects
Homosexuality

For mer WNBA player Camille LeNoir had an of fer
from New Mex ico State Uni ver sity to coach women’s
bas ket ball, but it was re scinded when the school learned
her views on ho mo sex u al ity.

Ho mo sex u al ity is wel comed, if not per va sive, in
women’s bas ket ball cul ture. 

So when New Mex ico State Uni ver sity’s head coach
saw a video in which Camille LeNoir said she was no
lon ger gay, he re scinded the of fer for LeNoir to be come
an as sis tant coach at the school.  

 Now she’s su ing the school for dis crim i na tion…
Mark Trakh, NMSU’s coach at that time, of fered

LeNoir the job; and she booked travel to New Mex ico.  
But two days be fore she left, Trakh called her and told
her the of fer was no lon ger on the ta ble.

Aaron Collen, theblaze.com 

 New Suicide Machine Invented With
Detachable Coffin 

Aus tra lia’s best-known eu tha na sia ac tiv ist, Dr.
Philip Nitschke, is back in the news with an other ma -
chine for com mit ting sui cide, the Sarco capsule.

The ma chine will al low any one who has the ac cess
key to end (his) life by sim ply press ing a but ton.  De vel -
oped in the Neth er lands by Nitschke and an en gi neer, the
ma chine can be 3D printed and as sem bled in any lo ca -
tion.  Ac cess to the Sarco cap sule will be by an on line
men tal ques tion naire which will pro vide a four-digit
access code.   

When the per son lies in the cap sule, he can ac ti vate
it, and liq uid ni tro gen will rap idly drop the ox y gen level,
lead ing to death (in) a few minutes.

The novel fea ture is that the cap sule can be de tached

9
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from the Sarco ma chine and used as a sleek and shiny
cof fin.  The ma chine base can be re-used.

Lifenews.com 

Ed i tor’s Note: God, the cre ator and pre server of the
gift of life, clearly states for both the saved sin ner and
the un-saved sin ner:  “Thou shalt not kill.” This is true
for ALL peo ple, ALL ages, ALL times, Ev ery where! 

John Wanamaker’s Bible 

When he had be come one of the coun try’s great est
mer chants, John Wanamaker once said, “In my life time
I have made many pur chases.  I have bought things
which have cost me thou sands of dol lars.  But the great -
est pur chase I ever made was when I was a boy twelve
years old.   

“Then I bought a Bi ble for two dol lars and fifty
cents.  That was my great est pur chase, for that Bi ble
made me what I am to day.”

“The righ teous God trieth the
hearts and the reins” Psalm 7:9.

God is righ teous in his judg ments.  This is an ab so -
lute truth.  He shows His righ teous ness by con sid er ing
all fac tors be fore He judges, even the hid den ones.  He
alone can do this, for He alone knows “the hearts and
the reins.”

When it says that God tries the hearts, it means that
He will not judge the life of a hu man be ing or a sin gle
act ac cord ing to su per fi cial ev i dence, but ac cord ing to
the mo tives.  The great Judge does not look merely at
the out ward acts by them selves, but He looks for the rea -
son which has driven a per son to com mit them.  With out 
a no ble mo tive an act is not good.  Love must be the
driv ing power.  With out it, we are noth ing be fore God. 
And the sin ful ness of sin is the evil dis po si tion be hind it.  
All sin is measured by this standard. 

Test your self by the stan dard of God.

Streams of Gladness, by Fredrik Wisloff, Augsburg
Publishing house, © 1958

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord;
for this is right.”  Ephesians 6:1

It was quiet all over the house.  In one room a man
lay in a cof fin.  His wife and daugh ter stood nearby and
wept; but the son sat in a chair off by him self.  This son

had caused the fa ther much sor row.  He had been dis -
obe di ent.  The mother and sis ter spoke be tween them -
selves about the won der ful hus band and fa ther whom
God had taken from them.

When they left the room the son walked over to his
fa ther’s body.  “Fa ther,” he said, “you were al ways good 
to me even when oth ers turned from me.  Oh, how sorry
I am for all the evil I have done to you!  With your cold
hand in mine, I prom ise you and God that I shall be a dif -
fer ent boy.”

We hope he meant what he said. How much better it
would have been if he could have told it to his fa ther
while he was alive.  If we have some thing good to say, or 
do to any one, let us not wait un til that per son is dead, but 
say it or do it now.  The dead can not hear us, but the liv -
ing can.

Oh, God, as I walk through this world, let me not
for get to say the kind words or do the kind deeds I
should while the loved ones are liv ing.  May I not have
any re grets when they are gone.  In Je sus’ name.  Amen. 

Je sus calls us: by Thy mer cies,
Sav iour may we hear Thy call, 
Give our hearts to Thine obe di ence, 
Serve and love Thee best of all.

Daily Devotional Altar Steps by Pastor R. P.
Haakonson, Permission Granted 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

EVANGELISM

Evan ge lism is the life blood of the church.  With out
it, the as sem bly be comes an even tide home for the aged, 
a so cial club for tired busi ness men, a super bas ket ball
club for the young.  Evan ge lism brings men and women
to Christ; if the church fails to do this great work, in ev i -
ta bly it must die.                           Ivor Powell 

Ed i tor’s Note; Scrip ture shares that ‘where there is
no vi sion the peo ple per ish’.  We of the MG/HLIF want
to be a bless ing to you, your church, your com mu nity by 
the GRACE of GOD!  So we have re sources avail able
for you to utilize in your own life, church and com mu -
nity, etc.  Thus we have a Gos pel Tent avail able for your
con ve nience and the nec es sary equip ment to go with it,
even Gos pel Song Books!  

IF you are in ter ested in hav ing Gos pel Tent Meet -
ings, please con tact Mr. Paul Pe ter son of Kenyon, MN 
at (507) 202-5329.

IF you are in ter ested in hold ing evan ge lis tic meet -
ings in your church build ing, com mu nity hall, etc.
please con tact the ed i tor. 



THE HOLY SPIRIT ALSO
HELPS (Leads) US 

By Her bert Pe ter son 

It would be amiss should I fail to re late the ex pe ri ence
of tran si tion that oc curred in our fam ily, namely, a
SPIRITUAL REVIVAL!  In 1920 mem bers of our fam ily,
Harry and I par tic u lar, were awak ened rel a tive to our per -
sonal re la tion ship to the Lord.  Un der con vic tion of sin,
Harry be came rest less and seemed un able to fathom the
prom ises and love of God.  I searched the Scrip tures and
shared the Word with him, but it failed to re lease his sin
bur den.  What more could I do?

Then, as I re call, the pos si bil ity of some help came
when the thought oc curred to me that we should visit Pas -
tor Olson at the Lu theran par son age in Badger.  I went to
Harry and asked him, “Why don’t we go to Pas tor Olson
with the ex cuse (rea son) that we want to pur chase a Bi ble;
then in con ver sa tion we can share our spir i tual prob lem.”  

Pas tor Olson per ceived our prob lem be fore we got
around to or der ing the Bi ble, and Harry and I poured out
our hearts to him.  He ad vised us well: Join our Bi ble study 
group, read the Word faith fully, and pray!  Prior to this
visit at the par son age, the two of us met up with an un -
planned chal lenge  Harry went to see His girl friend, Julia,
who was at tend ing a “cot tage fel low ship” meet ing in the
home of one of her friends.  She ex tended an in vi ta tion to
us to join the group.  Now the girl I had with me knew
more about this get-to gether than I did; and, nudg ing me in 
the ribs, said, “That’s not the place you’ll want to go.” 
Well, what could shock me?  It was at this ses sion that I re -
ceived what I re ally needed, not what I wanted!  I’m so
happy we ac cepted the in vi ta tion and re sponded with,
“Let’s go in.”  Among those who made de ci sions for
Christ that night were Harry and I.  We were warmly re -
ceived into the Chris tian fel low ship and found much en -
cour age ment and bless ings for our lives.   

The fol low ing morn ing we met our first test.  Af ter re -
lat ing to our par ents the ex pe ri ence of the pre vi ous eve -
ning and that we had ac cepted Je sus Christ as our per sonal
Sav ior.  Fa ther ad vised us, “There now, you boys will have 
to show your de ci sion of life and faith in your con duct.  No 
Phar i sees in this house hold.”  Dad was an avid Bi ble
reader and Mother also knew the Scrip tures well.  Harry
took the fam ily Bi ble, opened it, and be gan to read.  Dad
sug gested that we find a Psalm and use God’s Word care -
fully as be gin ners in Bi ble read ing.  That same eve ning I
had the Scrip ture read ing and prayer, and thus we con tin -
ued to search the Word faith fully and pray.  

Other mem bers of the fam ily, in clud ing Mother and
Fa ther, were con victed of their sin and came to faith in Je -
sus Christ.  God’s Holy Spirit was gra cious and moved

pow er fully in our fam ily and in Badger Lu theran Con gre -
ga tion.  Some one has well writ ten the fol low ing verse: 

“Thou didst reach out Thy hand, and mine en fold; 
I walked and sank not on the storm-vexed sea,
It was not so much that I on Thee took hold, 
As Thou, dear Lord, on me.”

You have hon ored me in read ing this por tion of this
book on the Pe ter son Fam ily.  Per haps you have been a
bless ing in so do ing.  Hence, whether a Chris tian or a
seeker, may you be on the same wave-length.  John 13:34
says it well: A new com mand ment I give unto you, that
you love one an other, as I have loved you.” (JESUS).

Submitted by Paul Peterson

Per haps you can guess, these were very close rel a tives 
of Paul, who is a Hauge Board Mem ber and the Trea surer,
who knows and loves this same JESUS!

Trust ing God Even If 

(Please prayer fully read: Dan iel 3:13-25)

The God we serve is able to de liver us. 

Due to an in jury that oc curred in 1992, I suf fer from
chronic pain in my up per back, shoul ders and neck.  Dur -
ing the most ex cru ci at ing and dis heart en ing mo ments, it’s
not al ways easy to trust or praise the Lord.  But when my
sit u a tion feels un bear able, God’s con stant pres ence com -
forts me.  He strength ens me and re as sures me of His un -
chang ing good ness, lim it less power, and sus tain ing grace.  
And when I’m tempted to doubt my Lord, I’m en cour aged
by the de ter mined faith of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego.  They wor shiped God and trusted He was with
them, even when their sit u a tion seemed hope less.  

When King Nebuchadnezzar threat ened to throw
them into a blaz ing fur nace if they did n’t turn away from
the true God to wor ship his golden statue (Dan. 3:13-15),
these three men dis played cou ra geous and con fi dent faith.  
They never doubted the Lord was wor thy of their wor ship
(v. 17), even if He did n’t res cue them from their cur rent
pre dic a ment (v. 18).  And God did n’t leave them alone in
their time of need; He joined and pro tected them in the fur -
nace (vv.24-25).   

God does n’t leave us alone ei ther.  He re mains with us
through tri als that can feel as de struc tive as Nebuchad -
nezzar’s fur nace.  Even if our suf fer ing does n’t end on this
side of eter nity, God is and al ways will be mighty, trust -
wor thy, and good.  We can rely on His con stant and lov ing
pres ence.  

Lord, thank you for be ing with us, no mat ter what
we’re go ing through.
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Whom at my Door is Knocking?

Behold, I stand at the door and knock: if
any man hear My voice and open the door,

I will come in to him, and will sup with him, 
and he with Me.”   Revelation 3:20

IN this life no one will ever be able to find the di vid -
ing line be tween God’s om nip o tence and our free will. 
But even though we can not do that, we must still hold
fast to the truth that we our selves are re spon si ble in de -
ter min ing whether we shall be saved or lost.  The key to
the heart is in our hand in this matter.

The Sav ior stands out side and knocks, but He does
not break in, and He takes no one by force.  He knocks,
He asks per mis sion to save, He in vites, yea, He weeps
when peo ple do not know the time of their vis i ta tion: but 
He never uses force.

What a mir a cle of love that God seeks us, that it is
the al mighty, the eter nally rich God who knocks at our
door and asks per mis sion to save us.   Should not we
have knocked at His door, to ask whether He, in grace,
would re ceive the lost sin ner.  But, no, no one seeks
Him, if He does not seek us first.

If all of you who have not opened the door to Him,
would re mem ber this, then must you soon un der stand
that the great est sin you can com mit is to keep the door
closed against Him.  Be ware of that great sin, and open
the door!

A word to you who ear nestly de sire to be saved, but
who dare not be lieve that you are saved.  Can not you,
too, un der stand that He who now knocks at your door
has a much greater de sire to save you, than you have to
be saved?

Be hold, He at the door is knock ing!
Hark, how He pleads our souls to win!
Who hears His voice – the door un lock ing—
To sup with Him He en ters in!
How blest the day my soul, how blest!
When Je sus co mes to be thy guest!

Thy Kingdom Come, by Ludvig Hope,
Copyright-1939, Augsburg Publishing House,

Permission Granted 

Ed i tor’s Note: Ba si cally, the word “sup” here means 
to dine, eat or fel low ship.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

GARMENTS FOR THE KING 
“All thy gar ments smell of myrrh, and al oes, and

cassia out of the ivory pal aces, whereby they have made
thee glad.” Psalm 45:8.   

One of the most beau ti ful of the Christ mas hymns
(though rarely sung at Christ mas) is “Out of the Ivory
Pal aces,” tell ing how the King of heaven left His heav -
enly home and laid aside His per fumed, royal cloth ing
to en ter “a world of woe.”  That this 45th Psalm is sym -
bolic in part is ob vi ous, but that it re fers to Christ is also
ob vi ous from its use in He brews 1:8: “But unto the Son
he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a scep -
ter of righ teous ness is this scep ter of Thy king dom,” 
quot ing Psalm 45:6.   

That the eter nal King left heaven to come to Earth is
not sym bolic, how ever, but very real; nor did He have
royal robes in which to be ar rayed, for they “wrapped
(Him) in swad dling clothes”, (Ed. I un der stand this is
the same kind of linen or cloth they used around the
corpse at burial), and laid Him “in a man ger” (Luke
2:12).    

Then, as He later walked the dusty roads of Judea,
we know lit tle of what He wore, but we do know that on
one no ta ble oc ca sion, He “laid aside His gar ments; and 
took a towel, and girded Him self…and be gan to wash
the dis ci ples’ feet” (John 13:4-5).  A strange gar ment,
and stranger ac tion, for the King of glory!  

Yet, stranger still that men whom He had cre ated,
later “took His gar ments, and made four parts, to ev ery
sol dier a part; and also his coat…but cast lots for it”
(John 19:23-24), leav ing Him na ked to die a pain ful
death spiked to a tree.  Fi nally, His lit tle rem nant of
friends took “the  body of Je sus and wound it in linen
clothes”  (John 19:40) for His burial.   

Now, how ever, in glory, He once again is ar rayed in
kingly ap parel, “clothed with a gar ment down to the
foot, and… with a golden gir dle” (Rev e la tion 1:13),
and one day, all His re deemed shall see Him – in His
beauty – the king in whose law we de light!

       Henry M. Mor ris, Ph.D. 

Days of Praise, Institute for Creation Research 
Copyright © 2017, Permission Granted 

“Our works do not generate
righteousness, rather our
righteousness in Christ

generates works.”  

Mar tin Luther 



“O that I knew Where I might find
HIM!”    Job 23:3

IN Job’s ut ter most ex trem ity he cried af ter the Lord. 
The long ing de sire of an af flicted child of God is once
more to see his Fa ther’s face.  His first prayer is not “O that 
I might be healed of the dis ease which now fes ters in ev ery 
part of my body!”, nor even “O that I might see my chil -
dren re stored from the jaws of the grave, and my prop erty
once more brought from the hand of the spoiler!” but the
first and up per most cry is, “O that I knew where I might
find HIM, who is my God! That I might come even to His
seat!”  God’s chil dren run home when the storm co mes on.  
It is the ha ven-born in stinct of a gra cious soul to seek shel -
ter from all ills be neath the wings of Je ho vah.  “He that
that made his ref uge God,” might serve as the ti tle of a true
be liever.  A hyp o crite, when af flicted by God, re sents the
in flic tion, and, like a slave, would run from the Mas ter
who has scourged him; but not so for the true heir of
heaven; he kisses the hand which smote him, and seeks
shel ter from the rod in the bosom of the God who frowned
upon him.  Job’s de sire to com mune with God was in ten si -
fied by the fail ure of all other sources of con so la tion.  The
pa tri arch turned away from his sorry friends, and looked
up to the ce les tial throne, just as a trav eler turns from his
empty skin bot tle, and be takes him self with all speed to the 
well.  He bids fare well to earthborn hopes, and cries, “O
that I knew where I might find my God!”  Noth ing
teaches us so much the pre cious ness of the Cre ator, as
when we learn the emp ti ness of all be sides.  Turn ing away
with bit ter scorn from earth’s hives, where we find no
honey, but many sharp stings, we re joice in Him whose
faith ful word is sweeter than honey or the hon ey comb.  In
ev ery trou ble we should first seek to re al ize God’s pres -
ence with us.  Only let us en joy His smile, and we can bear
our daily cross with a will ing heart for His dear sake.

Morning & Evening, by Charles Spurgeon, Hendrickson
Publishers, Inc. © 1991

Ed i tor’s Note: Our daily cross is the rid i cule, per se cu -
tion, etc. that co mes to a true be liever in Je sus Christ – who 
has Him as their per sonal Sav ior.  This af flic tion co mes
from the world, re li gious or not!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

And Simeon blessed them, and said unto
Mary, his mother, Behold, this Child is set for

the falling and the rising of many in Israel; and 
for a sign which is spoken against.”  Luke 2:34

AS the rock in the midst of the falls, so Christ stands in 
the midst of the race for fall ing or for sal va tion.  We can not 
meet Him and pass Him in the same way that we meet and

pass other per sons.  As the sun ei ther burns and de stroys,
or gives life, so the meet ing with Je sus brings about ei ther
fall ing or ris ing.  No one gets by Him and es capes this
choice.  “And he that falleth on this stone shall be bro ken
to pieces; but on whom so ever it shall fall, it will scat ter
him as dust.”  

Meet ing Je sus en tails re spon si bil ity.  To learn to know 
Him through the Word of God, to know that He died for
our sins and was raised for our jus ti fi ca tion, to be called
into the king dom of His grace, and then not ac cept Him,
that is add ing sin to sin, and judg ment to judg ment.   “And
this is the judg ment, that the light is come into the world,
and men loved the dark ness rather than the light.”

But as many as re ceived Him, them He raised up and
made to be free, saved peo ple.  “If there fore the Son shall
make you free, ye shall be free, ye shall be free in deed.”
You who do not give your self to Him who gave Him self
wholly for you, you are lost.  When the bot tom less abyss
for ever has shut you out from the last hope, then your fall
is great.  Then you will know what it is to be lost.  But
happy are you who ac cept Him.  When you have en tered
within the gates of the city, you will know what it is to be
eter nally blessed.

Ne’er think the vic tory won, 
Nor lay thine arms down; 
Thine ar du ous work will not be done, 
Till thou ob tain thy crown.

Thy Kingdom Come, by Ludvig Hope, © Copyright
1939, Augsburg Publishing House, Permission Granted

CRAFTED:

Mar riage God’s Way – By Mi chael Youssef, Ph.D.
I have seen enough to know that there is no such thing

as a per fect mar riage – such a thing does n’t ex ist.  In ev ery
mar riage, there are pain ful les sons to be learned, tri als to
go through, and dif fi cult days.  But when Christ is the cen -
ter of our per sonal lives and of our re la tion ships, even the
pain of con flict can be trans formed into some thing beau ti -
ful.  Sor row even tu ally turns to joy, and even fail ure blos -
soms into suc cess.

The truth is Sa tan is crouch ing at your door, ready to
de stroy your mar riage if you let him.  Do not give him
even the small est foot hold.  Do not al low sin and dis obe di -
ence to de stroy this great gift God has given you.  And
even if you feel that your mar riage is al ready dead – know
that God can raise a life less mar riage to new glo ries in
Christ.

Re gard less of whether you are cur rently mar ried or
not, I hope you will join me this …

My Journal, January, © 2018
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 What About Tattoos?
“You shall not make any cuts in your body for the dead, nor make any tattoo marks on

yourselves:  I am the Lord.”  (Leviticus 19:28)

The trend in so ci ety to day is for peo ple to have tat -
toos put on their bod ies.  Some peo ple will even go to
the ex tent of hav ing a good share of their bod ies cov ered 
with dif fer ent tat toos.  Chris tians have also en tered into
this.  Some Chris tians will put tat toos on their bod ies of
a cross or Je sus or a Bi ble verse or the like.  They say
that this is a wit ness to their faith in do ing this.  How are
Chris tians sup posed to look at tat toos?

The pre vail ing at ti tude in Chris tian ity to day is that
God looks at the heart and not the out side.  “But the
Lord said to Sam uel, ‘Do not look at his ap pear ance or
at the height of his stat ure, be cause I have re jected him;
for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the out -
ward ap pear ance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” (1

Sam. 16:7)  This verse is fre quently quoted and the im -
pres sion is given that God only looks at the heart and we 
are free to do with the out side what ever we want.  The
whole con text of this Scrip ture was for God choos ing a
re place ment for Saul to be king in Is rael.  When the peo -
ple choose Saul for their king, they went by his out ward
ap pear ance.  “And he had a son whose name was Saul, a 
choice and hand some man, and there was not a more
hand some per son than he among the sons of Is rael;
from his shoul ders and up he was taller than any of the
peo ple.” (1 Sam uel 9:2)  God was tell ing Sam uel that the
qual i fi ca tions for be ing a king were not in the out ward
ap pear ance as Saul had, as God was look ing at the heart
to find some one who was “a man af ter God’s own
heart.”  He was NOT stat ing that God does n’t look AT
ALL on the out ward ap pear ance of a per son.

The Scrip ture at the top of the page clearly spells
out for us that God’s peo ple are not sup posed to put tat -
toos upon them selves.  Some would read this and re ply,
“Well, this is from the Old Tes ta ment.  We’re not un der
that cov e nant any lon ger.  Its dic tates don’t ap ply to the
New Tes ta ment Chris tian.”  

Does that mean that ev ery dic tate from the Old Tes -
ta ment is no lon ger valid?  In this text, it also says, “Do
not pro fane your daugh ter by mak ing her a har lot, so
that the land  may not fall to har lotry, and the land be -
come full of lewd ness.” (Lev. 19:29)  If we are go ing to
dis re gard ev ery thing that the Old Tes ta ment teaches,
then is it al right for daugh ters to give them selves to har -
lotry?  This por tion of text also says, “Do not turn to me -
di ums or spir it ists; do not seek them out to be de files by

them.  I am the Lord your God.” (Lev. 19:31)  Does that
mean that it is al right for a Chris tian to seek out spir it ists 
and me di ums?  No.

When we read the Old Tes ta ment, we must ask our -
selves the ques tion:  “Does the New Tes ta ment give fur -
ther in sight into is sue?”  The Old Tes ta ment teaches that 
an i mals were to be slain to cover the sins of the peo ple. 
We no lon ger do this be cause Je sus has come and was
sac ri ficed once for all, the just for the un just.  The New
Tes ta ment in structs us that this part of the Old Tes ta -
ment is put away. (See Heb. 10:1-9)  There fore the Cer e -
mo nial Law is in structed for us in the New Tes ta ment as
put away and not bind ing upon us.  The Old Tes ta ment
taught “And he who curses his fa ther or his mother shall 
surely be put to death.” (Ex. 21:17)  We don’t put dis obe -
di ent chil dren to death or stone adul ter ers to day be cause 
the Civil Law that Is rael was un der does not ap ply to us
to day.  We are gov erned by the law of the land in these
matters.

The Moral Law that God has given to us in the Old
Tes ta ment still ap plies to day.  Spe cif i cally, we can look
in the New Tes ta ment and find all of the Ten Com mand -
ments re peated for us.  So in terms of the moral dic tates
of the Old Tes ta ment, we should ask our selves:  “Does
the New Tes ta ment give fur ther in struc tion on a given
prac tice?  Are there things banned in the Old Tes ta ment
that are lifted in the New?  Are there things al lowed in
the Old Tes ta ment that are not done in the New?”  

When we think of tat toos, we should ask our selves,
“Does the New Tes ta ment give any fur ther in struc tion
on this prac tice, ei ther in di rect com mands or in ex am -
ples?”  There is no lift ing of the ban put on tat toos in the
New Tes ta ment, ei ther in di rect com mand or by ex am -
ple.

In fact, the New Tes ta ment goes fur ther in its teach -
ings of the role of the be liever’s phys i cal body.  It tells
the Chris tian that his body is the Tem ple of the God, the
Holy Spirit.  He is the place where God now dwells.  In
the Old Tes ta ment, the Tem ple was re vered and set apart 
as be ing holy, be cause this is where God dwelled and
where peo ple came to bow down and wor ship.  Je sus
Him self even cleansed the Tem ple when peo ple wanted
to de file it. (See John 2:13-22)  The thought of paint ing
dis plays on the Tem ple were not even con sid ered.

New Tes ta ment Chris tians are given com mands on



what to do with their bod ies.  “Or do you not know that
your body is a tem ple of the Holy Spirit who is in you,
whom you have from God, and that you are not your
own?  For you have been bought with a price:  there fore
glo rify God in your body.” (1 Cor. 6:19-20)  Chris tians are
to glo rify God in their bod ies the way that the Tem ple
was set apart and glo ri fied in the Old Tes ta ment. “I urge
you there fore, breth ren, by the mer cies of God, to pres ent
your bod ies a liv ing and holy sac ri fice, ac cept able to
God, which is your spir i tual ser vice of wor ship.” (Rom.

12:1)  Here our phys i cal bod ies are to be pre sented to God
like the sac ri fices in the Old Tes ta ment.  An i mals which
were phys i cally marred were not al lowed for the sac ri -
fice.

It is clear from these New Tes ta ment Scrip tures that
our bod ies are not neu tral to do with them what ever we
please.  God com mands us to glo rify Him with our phys i -
cal bod ies also.  Ac cord ing to God’s Word, plac ing tat -
toos on your body vi o lates these com mands.

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN

This ar ti cle was re printed from the No vem ber, 2013
is sue of the Morn ing Glory

Trust, Work and Watch 

Trust to day and leave to mor row; each day has
enough of care; 
There fore, whatsoe’er thy bur den, 
God will give thee strength to bear. 
He is Faith ful!  Cast on Him thine ev ery care.

Work to day, and leave to mor row; all around
there’s ur gent need; 
All around there’s sin and sor row;
Broad cast, daily sow the seed.
He is faith ful!  He shall bless thy work in deed.

Watch to day, and leave the mor row; for to mor -
row may not come,
For to day thy lov ing Sav iour, 
May ap pear to take thee home, 
He is faith ful!  Look for Him, the com ing One

             Wil liam Sloam 

15

UpDate

Money Talks!

An older say ing is ‘a penny saved is a penny
earned’ OR now ‘money talks’ and it says
‘Good-bye’!  Re gard less, we seek to be con sci en tious
in re gards to what is en trusted into our midst for the
Lord’s King dom here on Earth!

Any way, our GOD is the very best fi nan cial book
keeper, and as the trea surer who not only guar an tees,
but gra ciously gives great in ter est and tells us clearly
where a safe de posit lies, for where “your trea sure is
there will be your heart be also!”  This is where a safe
sav ings ac count is, and there is no con cern in re gards
to de pre ci a tion or re ces sion.   Not only that, but there
are NO taxes or up keep or main te nance, as moth and
rust do not cor rupt or de cay.

Most cer tainly we re al ize there are a num ber of
bib li cal con ser va tive causes where you can make do -
na tions, but we would like you to se ri ously and
prayer fully con sid er  this min is try as part of your eter -
nal de posit in the form of money.   

As you are al ready aware, there will be no April,
2018 is sue of the Morn ing Glory be cause of a lack of
funds – along with a July is sue.  This de ci sion was
made by the board of the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion.

There is NO-doubt that Sa tan would like to
shut-down this min is try, but we most cer tainly trust
that is not your de sire.

As you pray about what YOU should en trust in
this min is try, we will seek to be faith ful unto and in
obe di ence with God’s Eter nal Word, the BIBLE.

In come for the month of Jan u ary for the Morn ing
Glory is app. $4,785.00.

As you are aware, we also have other no tice able
ex penses in ad di tion to the cost of print ing and mail -
ing the Morn ing Glory.  The cost of each is sue of the
Morn ing Glory is approx. $2.75 de liv ered to your
door.  Can you help de fer these costs?

THANK YOU for what you give to this ministry
as you are led by the Holy Spirit.  May our cru ci fied
and risen Sav ior, who is com ing again, richly bless
YOU!

P. S.  Please note the change of E-mail ad dress for 
the Ed i tor in di cated on pg. 2.
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The LORD’S Work in and through the Morn -
ing Glory & HLIF  – a non profit, tax-ex empt min -
is try which ex ists to:

ALERT be liev ers in Je sus Christ of unbiblical teach -
ings and prac tices im pact ing the church.

EXHORT be liev ers to give greater heed to bib li cal
dis cern ment and truth re gard ing teach ing and doc -
trines, along with prac tices be ing cur rently pro -
moted in the church.

SUPPLY be liev ers with teach ing, in for ma tion, and
ma te ri als which will en cour age the love of God’s
truth, and as sist in the de vel op ment of bib li cal dis -
cern ment.

MOBILIZE be liev ers in Christ to ac tion in obe di -
ence to the scrip tural com mand to “ear nestly con -
tent for the faith” (Jude 3).   

IMPACT the church and com mu nity of Je sus Christ
with the ne ces sity for com ing to know Je sus Christ
as per sonal Sav ior (ex pe ri enced Sal va tion) and con -
tinue to walk in fel low ship with Him!

We are a FAITH MINISTRY – so our fu ture is also
de pend ent upon you for your spe cific prayer ful in -
ter ces sion and shar ing fi nan cially as the Lord lays
upon your heart!

HAUGE SPRING BIBLE
CONFERENCE 

Bethany Lu theran Breth ren Church
 Ru ral West Union, IA

Pas tor Mar shall Nessa, Host Pas tor 

April 20-22, 2018 
(Fri day Eve ning through Sunday Noon)

THEME:  Con tend ing Ear nestly for the Faith
Jude 3 – Also Philippians 3:12-21

FRIDAY –  Ser vice at 7:00 p.m.  Guest Speaker:
Pas tor Reu ben Unseth, Roch es ter, MN..  Cof fee and
Re fresh ments fol low ing. 

SATURDAY 

9:00 a.m. – Prayer Time

9:30 a.m. – Cof fee/Re fresh ments 

10:00 a.m. – Pas tor Jim Haga, Shoreview, MN

11:00 –  Wayne Almlie, Des Moines, IA

Noon Meal at the Church (Free Will Of fer ing) 

1:15 – Pas tor Jim Haga

2:15 – Tes ti mo nial/Singspiration

Fel low ship and Re fresh ments following

7:00 p.m.– Pas tor Reu ben Unseth

SUNDAY 

10:30 a.m. – Wor ship Ser vice:  Pas tor Reu ben
Unseth

There is lodg ing avail able in the sur round ing area, as 
for ex am ple, West Un ion, also pos si ble lodg ing in
homes, if de sired.

If fea si ble; please bring home-made good ies for Re -
fresh ment times!

Ba sic Di rec tion: Cen tral Iowa, South of old Hwy
175 & old Hwy 215 or HWY 150 & 36 & 18.

Please pray for that the ‘win dows of Heaven’ will
be open through mes sages, Songs and Chris tian
Fel low ship.  

MAY GOD BE GLORIFIED as it is His min is -
try!

Wel come to all those who hun ger 
for Spir i tual Food!


