
The Revelation Of The Mystery
f any one should ask “How much re morse and sor row
for sin must I have be fore I am fit to come to Christ?” 
the an swer is: You need only so much sor row for sin
as to feel your need of Christ, that you cannot live

with out Him, that you can find no peace be fore you come
to Him.  No greater sor row for sin is re quired – and no less
will suf fice.  It is an er ror, though, to be lieve that re morse
must first have its time; then there co mes the time for faith; 
then the time for peace, joy and ho li ness.  Be gin, friend, by 
be liev ing in Christ.  Then fol low Him in a daily re newal of 
your life and con duct.  One re sult will be that you will
know the sin in your flesh more keenly than you ever did
for merly.  

How ever, one of the shrewd est tricks of the devil is
the fol low ing:  A man be lieves in a gen eral way that the
Bi ble is the In spired Word of God.  The Book is God’s
Word from cover to cover.  In it he seeks com fort and en -
cour age ment for his heart, light and strength for his daily
life and walk.  But there is one par tic u lar sin weigh ing
upon his con science.  Then co mes the devil and sug gests
to him the fol low ing line of rea son ing: “The Gos pel is the
very truth of God.  The grace of God in Christ is uni ver sal
and com prises all sin ners.   All sin has been atoned for and
taken away by Christ, so that or di nary sin ners may be par -
doned and re ceive mercy at the hands of God.  But you are
an ex cep tion to the rule: You know your self what you have 
done.  If it had not been for that par tic u lar sin or many sins
against the Fifth, Sixth or Sev enth Com mand ment, you
too might be for given.  But your sin is too black.  You are
an ex cep tional sin ner.  You do not come within the scope
of God’s mer ci ful com pas sion.”  The phrase: “You are an

ex cep tion,” is the most ven om ous thrust of the an cient ser -
pent.  Truly, as Je sus says: “He was a mur derer from the
be gin ning, and abode not in the truth, be cause there is no
truth in him.  When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his
own; for he is a liar, and the fa ther of it” (John 8:44). 

The truth is that there is no ex cep tion among sin ners. 
The mercy of God is over them all.  There is no sin that has 
not abun dantly been atoned for by the blood of the Son of
God.  All that is nec es sary is that the sin ner, who ever he or
she may be, or what ever he or she may have done, re pents
of the sin or the sins, turns to Christ and of Him re ceives
grace for grace.  The par don ing grace of God in Christ is
the very heart and core of the Gos pel.  Both the Old Tes ta -
ment and the New Tes ta ment tes tify to the uni ver sal grace
of God, and that by word and ex am ple with out num ber. 
“Come, now, and let us rea son to gether, saith the Lord:
Though your sins be as scar let, they shall be as white as
snow; though they be red like crim son, they shall be as
wool” (Isa iah 1:18).  King Da vid, guilty of adul tery and
mur der, Manasse, the rob ber on the cross, the woman who
was “a sin ner in the city,” Pe ter the de nier, all these are
strik ing ex am ples to prove that with God there are no ex -
cep tions among sin ners.  He in vites them all to share in
His grace, how ever sin ful and guilty they may be.

In deed, it was pre cisely for the black est sins and the
vil est sin ners, for whom there is no sal va tion any where,
that the Son of God be came in car nate, bled and died, in or -
der that “who so ever be liev eth in Him should not per ish,
but have ev er last ing life.”  To sum ma rize: You have never
sinned so hor ri bly, never sunk so low, but that the blood of
the Son of God can cleanse you, pro vid ing only that you
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re pent and ac cept the for give ness
of God in the Sav ior.  But that your
heart and con science may find rest
and peace, it is a blessed priv i lege,
in the case of gross sin es pe cially,
to make con fes sion to your pas tor
or to some other Chris tian.  The
press ing bur den will as a rule fall
from the con science.

Taken from “A Faith ful Guide
to Peace with God” by C. O.
Rosen ius.  Used by per mis sion of
the Board of Par ish Ed u ca tion of
The As so ci a tion of Free Lu theran
Con gre ga tions.

Sub mit ted by Paul Pe ter son of
Kenyon, Min ne sota. 

AND Paul writes: Pre cious
Mem o ries, how they lin ger.   When 
I hear this song, I think of the
Saints that God has put in my life
as a Chris tian.  Many of these
‘saints’ have gone Home to be with 
the Lord.

I re mem ber as a young per son
how Chris tians would come over
to our house to visit.  It would n’t
take long be fore they talked about
how things were go ing in their
walk with the Lord.  A lot was
shared how the devil was try ing to
de ceive them with this: They were
ex cep tional sin ners and could not
be for given!  But then they shared
Prom ises from God’s Eter nal
Word, the Bi ble and thus would
find peace again.  

I am so thank ful that I was able 
to lis ten and learn how they dealt
with the fi ery darts from the Devil.  
The older I get the more fierce the
spir i tual bat tle gets.  He knows his
time is short so is work ing hard to
de ceive you and me.  Praise the
Lord His Word will last for ever!

I have been read ing “A Faith -
ful Guide to Peace with God” and
it has been such a bless ing to me so 
would like to share it with you,
Morn ing Glory Read ers, so to en -
cour age you along life’s way.  
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God’s Laws Are
AGAPE

Laws are like fences.  And fences re strain, right?  Pon -
der this story:  Child psy chol o gists dis cov ered an in ter est -
ing truth.  Con tem po rary thought as sumed that fences on
play grounds made chil dren feel re stricted in their rec re -
ation.  A con sen sus was reached to re move the fences so
that chil dren would n’t feel con fined.  The op po site ef fect
oc curred.  Re search ers found that the chil dren be came
more in hib ited with their ac tiv i ties.  They tended to hud dle 
to ward the mid dle of the play ground and ex hib ited signs
of in se cu rity.  When the fences were re placed, the chil -
dren played with greater en thu si asm and free dom.  All
of God’s Laws are for our ben e fit; BUT no ONE can be
saved by try ing to keep GOD’S LAW!  “For who ever
shall keep the whole law, and yet stum ble in one point, he
is guilty of all” James 2:10.  “There fore the law was our
tu tor (school mas ter) to bring us to Christ, that we might
be jus ti fied by faith” Galatians 3:24.  WE should ‘fear and
love’ God and be cause we LOVE HIM, we should be de -
sir ous (from our heart) of want ing to keep His Com mand -
ments.  “If you  love Me, keep My com mand ments” John
14:15.  

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

There’s Nothing Pleasant
         By George E. Fail ing

There’s noth ing pleas ant about Cal vary.
The name sug gests only the place of a skull.  The hill

was out side the city, an un con se crated spot near the place
where re fuse from tem ple sac ri fices was burned.

The cir cum stances of the cru ci fix ion added no glam -
our or beauty.  The earth shud dered with pain; the sky
black ened with sad ness.  The peo ple gath ered in mad ness.  
There were few, if any, merely cu ri ous on look ers that day.  
Most of them were jeer ing the vic tims to be hung on the
crosses.  Most of them had come to wit ness a car ni val of
blood.  In par tic u lar, they were lusty in cry ing for the
blood of the Vic tim on the mid dle cross.

The few sym pa thetic friends that gath ered to watch
were sad and si lent.

Not a voice at the scene was raised to pro test the most
un jus ti fi able death in hu man his tory.  True, Pi late had pro -
tested Je sus’ in no cence.  The cen tu rion in charge of the ex -
e cu tion was so amazed at Je sus’ calm ness and cour age that 

he could not but be lieve that the Vic tim was God’s Son.
There was noise; there was gam bling, there was curs -

ing; there was blood at Cal vary— in all, a re volt ing scene.
There was noth ing lovely about Cal vary.  Je sus suf -

fered, God was si lent, friends mourned, and en e mies were
glee ful.

Then why Cal vary?  Ah, be cause there was sin.  And it 
needs to be said sharply that there is noth ing but ug li ness
about sin.  Sa tan has al ways tried to make sin seem tempt -
ing and re ward ing.  But man’s first dis cov ery af ter his first 
sin was his own sense of shame and his loss of com rade -
ship with God.  The next bib li cally re corded act of sin was
one of bru tal and sense less mur der.  This was the evil that
had to be stopped and cured.  And it took Cal vary to do it.

Chris tians do not stop at the cross, but they do start
there.  And any thing that robs the cross of its cen tral ity in
Chris tian doc trine and in Chris tian life must be ac cursed.  
When the cross be comes an or na ment, when Cal vary be -
comes a flower gar den, there is no lon ger any sac ri fice for
sin.

Cal vary is not pleas ant, but it is glo ri ously ef fec tive. 
Je sus over came Sa tan there for ever.  The full price for hu -
man re demp tion had been paid in full.  And in Heaven it -
self there will be no sweeter re frain than “the son of
Mo ses…and…of the Lamb,” the song of re demp tion by
Je sus’ blood on Cal vary’s cross.

So “God for bid that I should glory, save in the cross of 
our Lord Je sus Christ.”  This is the sea son of the cross, the 
seed time of the whole Chris tian year.  In the cross my soul
will for ever re joice.

Sword of the Lord
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Those who deny freedom to others
deserve it not for themselves, and

under a just God, cannot long
retain it.

Abraham Lincoln (letter to Henry Pierce,  
April 6,1859)
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Frankly
“Be loved, while I was very dil i gent to write to you con cern ing our com mon sal va -
tion, I found it nec es sary to write to you ex hort ing you to con tend ear nestly for the

faith which was once for all de liv ered to the saints.”  (Jude 3)

Some times ‘we’ take our ‘bless ings’ for
 granted un til we miss them!

I was raised in a com mu nity where as an in di rect re -
sult of the lo cal “Innermission” a “Cha pel” was built in
the lo cal town.  This place was avail able when ever the
“Innermission” folk felt led to have fel low ship meet -
ings OR piet ist ic evan ge lis tic meet ings with no church
leader hav ing no ju ris dic tion over them!  As you see at
that time they had fu ri ous op po si tion from mainly the
‘clergy’.  As time went on the con vic tion/bur den to hold 
evan ge lis tic meet ings in the ‘Cha pel’ waned thin; and
so even tu ally it was SOLD.  OH how some hearts ached 
as they had no given place to meet.  The ‘bless ing’ they
once had was now lost.  Yes, it is so easy to take our
bless ings for granted un til we loose them!  

Frankly and Bib li cally, I know tithes and of fer -
ings are to be given unto the LORD out of a gen er ous,
lov ing heart; BUT UNLESS fi nances come into the
Morn ing Glory/Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a -
tion on a more reg u lar and gen er ous ba sis some thing
will have to be cur tailed and OR lim ited.  Frankly I do
not re ally en joy ask ing for ‘money’ even when it is for
the Lord’s Work but this is a priv i lege the LORD has
given ‘us’!  Giv ing is a ‘spir i tual ex er cise’ and in His
Grace let’s have a part in His King dom’s Work also.  So
I am chal leng ing YOU who are of the same mind and
spirit in this ‘por tion’ of the Lord’s Work to ask/pray se -
ri ously now and for the fu ture what HE wants you to
do!

Yes, I know we are in dif fi cult eco nom i cal times;
BUT what hap pened to the ‘tithe’?  By no means do we
claim to be the ‘only’ Bib li cal, piet ist ic, Lu theran Free
Move ment; but many drops fill the bucket!

As the “Spir i tual Storm Clouds De velop and con -
tinue to Darken”  it prompts ‘us’ to keep look ing up and 
oc cu py ing by His Grace un til HE COMES in the twin -
kling of an eye!  With Scrip ture in view and we ex pe ri -
ence ‘per il ous times’, we def i nitely NEED to make sure
that we are in tune for the Trum pet Sound!  As these spir i -
tual ‘clouds’ loom over us, the con trast of dark ness and
light be come even greater and thus let me share with you
a num ber of Scrip ture verses:   “Do not en ter the path of

the wicked, And do not walk in the way of evil.  Avoid it,
do not travel on it; Turn away from it and pass on.  But
the path of the just is like the shin ing sun, That shines
ever brighter unto the per fect day” Prov erbs 4:14-15 &
18. “Ab stain from ev ery form of evil.” 1 Thessalonians 
5:22.  “Com mand those who are rich in this pres ent age
not to be haughty, nor to trust in un cer tain riches but in
the liv ing God, who gives us richly all things to en joy. 
Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready
to give, will ing to share.”   1 Tim o thy 6:17-18.   (In the
eyes of the whole world we most cer tainly are rich).“And 
do this, know ing the time, that now it is high time to
awake out of sleep; for now our sal va tion is nearer than
when we first be lieved.  The night is far spent, the day is
at hand.  There fore let us cast off the works of dark ness,
and let us put on the ar mor of light.  Let us walk prop erly, 
as in the day, not in rev elry and drunk en ness, not lewd -
ness and lust, not in strife and envy.  But put on the Lord
Je sus Christ, and make no pro vi sion for the flesh, to ful -
fill its lusts” Romans 13:11-14.  “And now, lit tle chil -
dren, abide in Him, that when He ap pears, we may have
con fi dence and not be ashamed be fore him at his com -
ing” 1 John 2:28.

To my knowl edge there are not many Lu theran pe -
ri od i cals or news let ters that seek to evan ge lize, nur ture,
ed ify and tune trum pet bear ers in these days of Apos -
tasy (lit er ally – ‘fall ing away’).  Ei ther a time has come
OR is com ing Or both of the fol low ing: “Be hold, the
days are com ing.” Says the Lord God, ‘That I will send
a fam ine on the land, not a fam ine of bread, Nor a thirst
for wa ter, But of hear ing the words of the LORD.  They
shall wan der from sea to sea, And from north to east;
They shall run to and fro, seek ing the word of the
LORD, But shall not find it”  Amos 8:11-12.  

When Je sus says ‘Oc cupy till I come’, I be lieve
HE wants min is tries like ‘ours’ to con tinue UNTIL.

I also want to be lieve that we who sub scribe to Bib -
li cal in er rancy,  in spi ra tion and in fal li bil ity need to pray 
spe cif i cally and in ear nest for reg u lar fi nan cial giv ing
as the Lord pros pers and lays it upon will ing hearts.  (I
am be ing very ‘frank’ with you!).

In ter est ingly, as the ‘spir i tual dark bois ter ous



“He will turn again, He will have com pas -
sion upon us; He will sub due our in iq ui -
ties; and Thou wilt cast all their sins into

the depths of the sea” Mi cah 7:19.

Drop a large stone into the depths of the sea, and then
try to find it again.

God’s mercy is like the sea.  It is as wide, as deep, and
as im mea sur able as the sea.  My sins are cast as a stone
into the depths of the sea, and no one will ever be able to
find them.  No more will they tor ment me.  They are for -
given – and for got ten.  It is as though they had never been
com mit ted.  This is what hap pens when the Lord has
mercy upon us.  

O my soul, why are you down cast and anx ious?  Gaze
for a mo ment into the depths of God’s mercy.  You will
never be able to see the bot tom.  Even though you may
think you have looked deep down, you have only pen e -
trated the sur face – so in fi nitely deep is the ocean of God’s 
mercy.  And there your sins lie bur ied.

Taken from the devotional book “Rest A While”
by Fredrik Wisloff

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Never do we get the idea from Scrip ture that Baal
wor ship or the pa gan ism of the hea then sur round ing Is rael 
had any good points.  Nor is there any hint by Paul that the
wor ship of Di ana of the Ephe sians or the pa gan ism in Cor -

inth had any good points in them, but were to be to tally re -
jected.  
Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the hea then, 

And be not dis mayed at the signs of heaven, 
For the hea then are dis mayed at them.  

Jer e miah 10:2
 The Berean Call

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

It is a dif fi cult and life long pro cess for us to achieve
sub mis sion and de pend ence.  The great est bat tle takes
place in our mind.  Romans 12:1-2 tells us to “…pres ent
(our) bod ies a liv ing sac ri fice …

And be not con formed to this world: but be ye trans -
formed by the re new ing of your mind…”  With this in
mind, 2 Co rin thi ans 10:4-5 tells us that “…the weap ons of 
our war fare are not car nal (or fleshly), but mighty through
God to the pull ing down of strong holds cast ing down
imag i na tions (or rea son ing) …and bring ing into cap tiv ity
ev ery thought to the obe di ence of Christ.”  The main bat -
tle field is the hu man mind.
Thou hast put all things in sub jec tion un der his feet.  For 
in that he put all in sub jec tion un der him, he left noth ing 

that is not put un der him.  But now we see not yet all
things put un der him.

He brews 2:8

The Berean Call  (Apples of Gold)
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clouds’ hover over us, lit er ally the dark est part of the
night is just be fore the dawn and there is a star which is
called the  “Morn ing Star” and it ap pears to the nat u ral
eye just be fore the dawn. “‘I, Je sus, have sent My an gel
to tes tify to  you these things in the churches.  I am the
Root and the Off spring of Da vid, the Bright and Morn -
ing Star”  Rev e la tion 22:16. 

FAITHFUL BELIEVERS do not give up AS we
keep look ing up we know from Scrip ture and search ing
the same that JESUS talks a fair amount about
money/fi nances in Scrip ture be cause money mat ters! 
“For where your trea sure is, there your heart will be
also”  Mat thew 6:21.  “‘but lay up for your selves trea -
sures in heaven, where nei ther moth nor rust de stroys
and where thieves do not break in and steal’”  Mat thew
6:20.

May the LORD richly BLESS YOU as YOU

seek HIS WILL for your life and IF HE leads YOU
to give this ‘min is try’, may HE give you the GRACE
to give cheer fully, joy fully and gen er ously unto HIM!
“Then I heard a voice from heaven say ing tome, ‘Write:
‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’  
“Yes,” says the Spirit, ‘ that they may rest from their la -
bors, and their works fol low them.” Rev e la tion 14:13. 

P. S.  By the Grace of God, “we” are here to ‘min is -
ter’ to ev ery one, BUT es pe cially to Lu ther ans in these
days – ‘per il ous times’ of APOSTASY!

PLEASE PRAY FOR THIS MINISTRY & WE
ARE PRAYING FOR YOU!!

Feb ru ary’s In come for Morn ing Glory is $1,370.95
March’s In come for Morn ing Glory is $887.00
The cost for each is sue of the Morn ing Glory alone

is ap prox i mately - $2,400.



From Our Fellowship Circle

A&D H Twin Val ley, MN
We re ally en joy the “Morn ing Glory’.  It is Great!  Keep
up the great work of spread ing the Good News of Je sus. 
To God be all Honor & Glory…I have names to add to get
the ‘MG’…I have enclosed a check…Thank you …In
Christ Je sus…

JC Mc Callsburg, IA
The ‘MG” is in spir ing to me.  I read it from cover to cover.  
En closed is a gift to help with the print ing….It is a bless -
ing to me and it is shared.  I ask God to bless you and your
min is try…I look for ward to the next is sue.

L M Fergus Falls, MN
We have been re ceiv ing the “MG’ for maybe 3 years.  We
truly en joy it and look for ward to it monthly.  It cov ers so
many things that aren’t talked about in pul pits these days
which is so sad for the young and the old peo ple.  We want
to help with your ex penses.  We are send ing…in mem ory
of Pas tor Rich ard Walvatne who died in Dec. of 2009.

JM Burnsville, MN
Thank you for the ‘Morn ing Glory’!  I pray that you may
al ways stay true to the gos pel of truth and Faith alone in
Christ Alone!  Romans 4:5.

RJ New Glaris, WI
En closed is a do na tion for your ‘Morn ing Glory’.  I read
this fine pa per ev ery month and am blessed by it.

OA New port, NC
Here is a small check …Thanks again for the Morn ing
Glory.  I was hos pi tal ized from Nov ….Dec…Then two
weeks at a rehab cen ter…Morn ing Glory was al most a re -
al ity for me…I am re cov er ing…slowly.  God bless you
won der ful peo ple.  I think God with holds His judge ment
from Amer ica be cause of ef forts such as your’s to draw
near to Him. Thanks for vis it ing with me by tele phone.

ST Radcliffe, IA
God bless you for print ing the TRUTH in your pub li ca -
tion…I read ev ery ar ti cle and thank God for your strong
faith in Je sus Christ to print ev ery thing we need to hear! 
Christ is com ing soon – and we thank you for help ing us to 
pre pare our hearts and minds to press on for Je sus with
great BOLDNESS in our wit ness for Him to all the
unreached souls in the whole world.  God bless you as you 
serve God and may the ‘MG’ con tinue to bless the read ers.  

Great is Thy faith ful ness.  …In Christ

RT Britton, SD
I will con tinue to pray for your min is try ev ery day.  Please
con tinue to pray for me.  Thank you.

MC Fer tile, MN
Could you send a copy of “Sin ners in the Hands of an An -
gry God’ and ‘Mir ror of the Heart’.  We thor oughly en joy
the ‘MG’.  Orig i nally heard of it from Pas tor Wik,
Faribault, MN.

Mrs. HJ Schroeder, MN
Please send me the ‘MG’.  My friend let me read her’s and
I liked it.  I’m send ing a do na tion.  

(Ed i tor: The ma jor ity of our sub scrip tions come such as
this.  PTL for faith fully shar ing.)

EW Story City, IA
Thanks for your timely ar ti cles in ‘Morn ing Glory’. 
Thank God for those who are on the Alert.

P&P Willmar, MN
Thank you very much for a very good pa per.  We read all
of it.

L&R S
We look for ward to each copy of the ‘MG’.  It is so en -
cour ag ing to know there are still those who stand on the
truth of scrip ture.  God Bless You.
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God does n’t play dice
with the Uni verse

           Al bert Ein stein
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A Question Of Value
By Pas tor Jim Fugleberg 

Please read Mark 8:34-38

Per haps we have all heard Mis sion ary Jim Elliot’s fa -
mous quote, “He is no fool who gives what he can not keep to
gain that which he can not lose.”

That state ment, to a great ex tent, sums up what I see as
the main idea in this pas sage of Scrip ture.  In a num ber of
ways in this text Je sus con fronts us with the ques tion of
value, and causes us to make an as sess ment of what is, in the
fi nal anal y sis of things, the most pru dent thing to do, or
course to fol low.

What di rec tion or course to take is re ally an awe some
ques tion, be cause gen er ally speak ing, to go in this di rec tion
rules out go ing in that di rec tion.  Con cen trat ing in this area
means giv ing less or no im por tance to an other area.  If I spend 
my dol lar on a snocone, then I won’t be able to spend it on a
hot dog!

The choices are im por tant, and what ever di rec tion we
take will have a ma jor im pact on what the rest of our lives will 
be like.

Je sus sets be fore us to day ba si cally two op tions: Two op -
tions said in four dif fer ent but sim i lar ways.

1).  You can deny your self and fol low Je sus.
2).  You can wish to save your life and end up los ing it, or

you can lose it for the sake of Je sus and the Gos pel, and end
up sav ing it.                                                                                           

3).  You can gain the whole world and lose your soul, or
you can for feit the world, and keep your soul.

4).  Or you can be ashamed of Je sus and have Je sus
ashamed of you at the Judg ment, or you can con fess Him be -
fore men and be con fessed be fore God in Heaven.

As you see, the stakes are high!  Be cause, to come af ter
Je sus is the path of the saved who keep their souls and are
con fessed in heaven.  

In other words, this is a mat ter of Heaven and Hell!  
As of right now in your life the mat ter of your eter nal

des tiny is some thing that you know is not set tled yet for
maybe some of you.  And your con cern about it may be
greater or lesser. But whatever your level of con cern is about
it to day, Je sus would have you know, by what He said here,
that it is a mat ter of ex treme im por tance.  

It is ex tremely im por tant, be cause the Day of Judg ment is 
in view.  Je sus speaks of los ing one’s soul. 

What does los ing one’s soul mean, and when will that
hap pen?  Los ing it does n’t mean you will no lon ger have a
soul, but that it is lost to con dem na tion, and can no lon ger be

saved.  This los ing will hap pen be fore you die and will be set -
tled at the Judg ment, when one stands in the guilt of his sins
be fore God, and is com manded to de part into the Lake of
Fire.

Je sus speaks of the Day when He co mes in the glory of
His Fa ther with the holy an gels, and on that day be ing
ashamed of those who were ashamed of Him.  For Je sus to be
ashamed of a per son means that He will deny that that per son
is one of his dis ci ples, and that Je sus will dis own him and re -
ject him.

When this life is over God must con demn those who
come to the Judg ment bear ing the guilt of their sins, be cause
God is a just God.  If we are guilty of idol a try, or of pro fan ity,
or of de spis ing His Word or of dis hon or ing those in au thor ity
over us; if we are guilty of mur der, adul tery, theft, cov et ing,
whether we do it out wardly or in our hearts; if we are guilty of 
un lov ing thoughts, words, ac tions or at ti tudes, to ward God or 
to ward other peo ple, God does not just pre tend He does n’t
see it.  Whether it seems like a big or a small of fense to us, it is 
still a sin in the sight of God, and God says that if we keep the
whole law and yet stum ble in just one point, we are guilt of
vi o lat ing the whole Law.  That’s be cause the Law is per fect,
and it is not kept un less it is kept per fectly.  And if we come to 
the Judg ment bear ing the guilty of vi o lat ing the Law, then in
His jus tice, God must dis own us and re quire of us that we
spend eter nity in the Lake of Fire.

Many are go ing to be lost on that day, be cause they have
tried in this life to keep the Law of God them selves.  They
have thought, “if I try hard enough, I can do it.  Even though
that is im pos si ble, if some one did, in them selves and by their
own ef forts keep the whole law, they would still stum ble in
one point, be cause they would give them selves the credit, and 
their pride would n’t be able to han dle it.

And that’s just hy po thet i cal, and it can’t be any thing
other than hy po thet i cal, be cause our hearts are way too sin ful
to even get that close to per fec tion.  Our hearts are self ish, and 
we want the things that please our selves.  

And what is it that we re ally need?  What is it that is re -
ally im por tant in the fi nal anal y sis of things?

It is to get to Heaven.  That is where Je sus is.  And Je sus
says, “If any one will come af ter me – in other words, if we are 
go ing to get with Je sus and be where Je sus is – let him deny
(there’s that word again) him SELF.  

I used to think that de ny ing one’s self just meant to say
“no” to one’s self about the things self wants, but it means
more than that!  It means that we dis own it and re ject it.  It



means that we dis con tinue hon or ing it, pro vid ing for it, de -
pend ing on it, trust ing in it.  

That’s hard as long as we have n’t yet dis cov ered how
cor rupt and sick and shame ful and self ish and dam na ble
self is.  But one who has come to the end of him self looks at
him self and says, “Yuck!  Oh, you sin ful, self-cen tered,
hate ful per son!  You are so piti fully wicked you don’t de -
serve any thing but hell fire and dam na tion!  That’s who you 
are!”

If we see our selves in this way, would n’t it be good if
we could just set self aside, to tally aban don it, and start
fresh with a new life?

That is what Je sus of fers!
V. 35 “For who so ever will save his life shall lose it; but 

who so ever shall lose his life for my sake and the gos pel’s,
the same shall save it.”

If we would want to save our own life in the sense of
pam per ing and sat is fy ing self; we will be lost at the Judg -
ment.  But if we lose our life in the sense of dis own ing and
aban don ing it in fa vor of re ceiv ing Christ and be ing made
per fect in Him, then we will save our life, in the sense that
we will find that now we have new life, the life of Christ liv -
ing within us, and we are alive in him with the life that is
eter nal life.

It’s hard to see what a worth-while trade it is un til we
see how cor rupt self is, but when we see it and aban don it in
fa vor of putt ing our whole con fi dence in Christ, then there
is no doubt in our minds that what Je sus says here is to tally
true.   

But “he is no fool who gives what he can not keep to
gain that which he can not lose.”  But to gain the whole
world and lose one’s soul is the height of fool ish ness.  It’s a
ques tion of value, and the value should be ob vi ous.  May
the Holy Spirit make it ob vi ous to us.

Je sus had His dis ci ples with Him also as He spoke
these words, and for good rea son, be cause dis ci ples need to
hear them too.   

But fol low ing af ter Je sus calls for an on go ing cru ci fy -
ing of self, and that makes for a strug gle, be cause self keeps
on want ing to be back in con trol, and keeps on want ing to
be sat is fied.  

We love Je sus, be cause He has saved us from sin and
given us eter nal life, but when we find our selves amidst the
peo ple of an adul ter ous and sin ful gen er a tion, the pres sure
of the world be comes huge, and the temp ta tions to the flesh
be come strong.  Self would be so much more pleased if we
could be ac cepted as one of the world and just set Je sus off
to the side for a while.  How self would love to do the kinds
of things the adul ter ous and sin ful gen er a tion does!

But here again it is a ques tion of value.
And should we now aban don Je sus, in whom alone we

have eter nal life just be cause the hell-bound world makes

sin look fun and sat is fy ing to the flesh?
When Je sus called us to dis ci ple ship, He told us dis ci -

ple ship in volves tak ing up our cross and fol low ing Him. 
Je sus had just an nounced to the dis ci ples that He was go ing
to be re jected by the chief priests, and that they would kill
Him and the third day He would rise again.  Je sus knew go -
ing to the cross was the way it must be in or der to save you
(man kind).  Je sus must deny Him self even to the point of
sur ren der ing to death in the most cruel man ner known to
man.  He must pick up His cross and carry it to the place of
cru ci fix ion.  

Like wise He told us that fol low ing Him means that we
must take up OUR cross.  Our cross is not the same as Je sus’ 
cross.  Our cross will be unique to us.  Some times peo ple
re fer to their trou bles in life as be ing the cross they have to
carry, but that is not what Je sus meant.  

Our cross is the suf fer ings and per se cu tions and dif fi -
cul ties we must en dure as a re sult of our faith ful ness to
JESUS!

At one time it may mean de ny ing our selves a sin ful
plea sure.  At an other time it might mean hav ing to stand up
for what we know to be right, in op po si tion to the many
who want to do wrong.

In that most spir i tu ally hos tile sit u a tion, such as Lot liv -
ing in Sodom, fol low ing Je sus means that we do not shrink
back from iden ti fy ing our selves with Him and for His sake
re fus ing to par tic i pate in the sin we might be be ing pres -
sured to com mit.  It means fur ther that even in that sit u a tion
or in what ever sit u a tion we are in, we seek to live in a way
that hon ors Je sus and points oth ers to ward Him.

But what would be the value of liv ing for Je sus, of
stand ing for the truth, of hold ing to our moral stan dards,
and of faith fully shar ing the Gos pel when we have op por tu -
nity?  What would be the value for our selves when we
come to the Judg ment and hear the words of Je sus, “Well
done, thou good and faith ful ser vant?”  And what will be
the value for oth ers?  Even within that adul ter ous and sin ful 
crowd, there may be a few whose hearts are open, and when 
they hear from us a tes ti mony for Christ, and see our godly
con vic tions lived out, they will say, I need what you have. 
How can we mea sure the value of a soul?  Je sus in di cates
here that a soul is more valu able than all the wealth of the
world.

In His Word to day, Je sus calls us to be His dis ci ples.
Will we turn from this world and from all that it has to

of fer?  Are we ready to say No to self in or der that we may
say yes to Je sus?  Will we serve Him faith fully de spite the
world’s al lure ments?

It’s a ques tion of value.  A ques tion we must con sider
care fully, a ques tion we may need to con sider con stantly.

                Excerpts from a Sermon Pastor Fugleberg gave
at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Fargo, ND, on  1/24/2010
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Sin shall be no more
“And he shall wipe away ev ery tear from their
eyes; and death shall be no more; nei ther shall
there be mourn ing, nor cry ing,, nor pain, any

more: the first things are passed away.”  
(Rev e la tion 21:4)

Oh, what a day, when all that has de filed this world
shall be no more!

Sin shall be no more.
Think of it: we shall never grieve our Sav ior any

more!
The one and only real sor row of the Chris tian is his

sor row be cause of sin.  That sor row never leaves him.
The Chris tian is per mit ted to be lieve in a full for give -

ness for all sin for Je sus’ sake.  Yes, all that she has
thought, and said and done is blot ted out and cast into the
sea of obliv ion.

Nev er the less, sor row be cause of sin never bus ies.  On
the con trary, it be comes ever deeper and more pain ful. 
The closer we live to the cross of Christ, the harder it be -
comes for us to en dure the fact that we grieve our pre cious
Sav ior.

“One ra di ant morn when sin less souls as sem ble,
Where each de sire is born in pu rity,

No more the thought of wrong shall make us trem ble,
But, ran somed, I shall live for ever free.”

On the morn sin will be no more in the lives of oth ers
ei ther.  Never an other wicked per son to meet.

It is dif fi cult to con ceive of such a thing.  But imag ine
if ev ery body about us were like Je sus.  Yes, you say, if all
peo ple were like Je sus, heaven it self would be in our own
very midst.  And I agree.

All whom we shall meet on that day will be good, both 
peo ple and an gels. For that rea son temp ta tion will be no
more.  For ever within the por tals which open in but never
out.

All the con se quences of sin will be for ever gone.  No
tears, no wea ri ness, no sick ness, no sor row, no long ing. 

In brief: no dis har mony any more.  Our whole be ing,
soul and body, will fi nally be in its right ful el e ment – in
God!

Taken from “God’s Word For To day” by O. Hallesby 
Copyright 1937 Augsburg Pub lishing House, 1994

Augsburg For tress.  Used by per mis sion of Augsburg For -
tress.

“Be ing jus ti fied freely by his grace
through the re demp tion that is in Christ

Je sus”  (Romans 3:24)

To be jus ti fied means to be de clared just or righ teous.  
God brings forth my re cords and scans through them.  He
reads of sin, self-righ teous ness, un clean ness, and wick ed -
ness on ev ery page.  And I have no ex cuses to of fer.  And
yet, when He sees that I have faith, (Ed. In Je sus, ref uge)
He de clares: You are righ teous!  For the sake of Christ
your sin shall be for given and for got ten; and you shall be
free and pure!”  

How amaz ing!  Pure – I, a wretched sin ner, pure and
clean!  How mar vel ous!  How un de served!

That this is un de served is in di cated three times in this
text:  “freely,” “by His grace,” and it is by vir tue of
Christ’s “re demp tion.”  

O faith ful Sav ior, de clare this to me by Thy Spirit over 
and over again.  It is so hard for me to un der stand it.  I for -
get it so eas ily.  I need so sorely to hear it.  It is by grace –
en tirely un de served!  It is for Je sus’ sake!  Look ing at my -
self only makes me dis cour aged and weary.  What sal va -
tion have I de served?  And so I re ceive all this gra tis, as an
un mer ited gift, all of sal va tion for the sake of Christ.  O
Lord, Let me never lose my foot hold in Thy un mer ited
grace!

Taken from the devotional book “Rest A While” 
by Fredrik Wisloff
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PLEASE PRAY!

Please Pray that God may be per mit ted to lay the
‘bur den and vi sion’ of the min is try of the Hauge
Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion/Morn ing Glory!  
on more in di vid ual hearts.  We ap pre ci ate ev ery
con cerned ‘reader’ of the Morn ing Glory.  By His
Grace we are seek ing to reach ‘souls’ for HIS
KINGDOM and for nur tur ing/ed i fy ing the Lambs
and Sheep in His King dom’s Fold.  

Our Bib li cally based ‘Free Lu theran Move ment’
will def i nitely be en cour aged spir i tu ally for ti fied.
You who are in volved in this team work know that
we make no apol o gies for the old time Chris tian ity
and seek to fol low and prac tice the same!  Our logo
on the front page of the ‘Morn ing Glory’ in cludes
these words:  Ex pe ri enced Sal va tion, Chris tian Fel -
low ship and Sim plic ity in Wor ship. 

Thank You and the Lord bless You for car ing!



Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Attorney: Hasan’s “Religious Rights’
Prohibited

Army Ma jor Ni dal Malik Hasan is sus pected of kill -
ing fourteen peo ple, in clud ing an un born baby, while
wound ing more than two dozen oth ers at the army post in
Texas on No vem ber 5.  Hasan re mains hos pi tal ized at
Brooke Army Med i cal Cen ter at Fort Sam Hous ton,
Texas, where he is par a lyzed from the chest down.

The San An to nio Ex press-News re cently re ported that 
Hasan’s at tor ney, John P. Galligan, claims the army is
violating his cli ent’s re li gious rights be cause it pro hib ited
him from pray ing from the Ko ran in Arabic with a rel a -
tive.  Hasan was re port edly on the phone with his brother
when the guard cut the con ver sa tion short be cause the sus -
pect was not speak ing Eng lish.  The mil i tary has re stricted 
Hasan to speak ing Eng lish to vis i tors or on the phone, un -
less an army-ap proved trans la tor is pres ent.

  “It’s very com mon for Is lamic Jihadists to claim vic -
tim sta tus when they’re in prison.” Notes Rob ert Spencer,
di rec tor of Ji had Watch.  “Part of the al Qaeda playbook is
that they should al ways claim that they have been tor -
tured, what ever the truth may be.”

In Spencer’s opin ion, Galligan’s claims are at fault. 
“It’s rep re hen si ble for this law yer to be de mand ing that
Ni dal Hasan be given free and un re stricted ac cess to the
ide ol ogy that led him to com mit those mur ders,” he ar -
gues.  “It would be like say ing that a Nazi war crim i nal has 
to have a copy of Mein Kampf in his jail cell.”

—OneNewsNow.com

Soft on Prostitution

The De part ment of Health and Hu man Ser vices is try -
ing to over turn a key pol icy re lated to hu man traf fick ing.

It is all re lated to the Pres i dent’s Emer gency Plan for
AIDS Re lief (PEPFAR), ac cord ing to Tom McClusky of
the Fam ily Re search Council.

“PEPFAR was cre ated by Pres i dent Bush in 2003 to
help stop the HIV/AIDS ep i demic that was hap pen ing in
Af rica,” McClusky ex plains.  “Within the leg is la tion was
a pledge for or ga ni za tions that re ceived fed eral
money—(a pledge) that they would not pro mote or put
forth pros ti tu tion.”

This pledge was es tab lished be cause pros ti tu tion was
one of the pri mary sources for the spread of the dis ease. 
Ac cord ing to McClusky, how ever, that leg is la tion against
pro mo tion is about to change.

“What the Obama ad min is tra tion is try ing to do is to
al low these or ga ni za tions…that pro mote pros ti tu tion (to)
re ceive fed eral money,” he re ports.

That fund ing ex tends to the coun tries where the or ga -
ni za tion op er ates, so the fi nan cial sup port will no lon ger
be a tool to re duce pros ti tu tion and hu man traf fick ing, in -
clud ing that of chil dren.  In stead, it will re sult in the ex -
ploi ta tion of women and chil dren, claims McClusky.

OneNewsNow.com

Montana Supreme Court Makes State
Third to Allow Unlimited Assisted Suicide

The Montana Su preme Court has of fi cially paved the
way for the state to be come the third to al low the prac tice
of as sisted sui cide.  The high court con sid ered a case from
a now-de ceased ter mi nally ill pa tient who wanted the
right to kill him self with as sis tance from a phy si cian.

The high court did not de ter mine if the Montana con -
sti tu tion guar an tees a right to as sisted sui cide but said
noth ing in state law or the pre ce dent of the court (pro hib -
ited) as sisted sui cide.

“We find noth ing in Montana Su preme Court pre ce -
dent or Montana stat utes in di cat ing that phy si cian aid in
dy ing is against pub lic pol icy,” the high court said in its
opin ion.

The de ci sion es sen tially has Montana join ing Or e gon
and Wash ing ton as the only three states in the na tion to al -
low as sisted sui cides.  It de clared as sisted sui cide as le gal
and could (pro tect) doc tors from al most any pros e cu tion
for en gag ing in them.

Lifenews.com

EDITOR’S COMMENTS:  We point out once again
that the lib er als are lean ing heavily on the ju di ciary
(heavily stacked with lib eral judges) to get their wick edly
lib eral agenda in place.  This type of ju di cial ac tiv ism has
be come pop u lar in re cent years, even thought it puts the
courts in the un con sti tu tional po si tion of leg is lat ing from
the bench.  Lib er als will do al most any thing (what ever
they can get away with).  Whether it is le gal or moral does -
n’t seem to mat ter.

Sword of the Lord, Editor

Texas refused federal education funds

Texas Re pub li can Gov. Rick Perry is be ing praised for 
re fus ing to adopt na tional cur ric u lum  stan dards and test -
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ing for pub lic schools.
Gov. Perry no ti fied U.S. Ed u ca tion Sec re tary Arne

Duncan that he will not ac cept $700 mil lion in fed eral
stim u lus money for his state’s ed u ca tion fund.  The funds
would be avail able through fed eral Race to the Top pro -
gram, but Perry said it would be fool ish to take the money
that would come with strings at tached.

In a let ter to Duncan, Perry wrote, “I will not com mit
Texas tax pay ers to un funded fed eral ob li ga tions or to the
adop tion of un proven, cost-ob li ga tions na tional cur ric u -
lum stan dards and tests.”

 Donna Gar ner  taught Eng lish for de cades in Texas
pub lic schools and is an ed u ca tion pol icy com men ta tor for 
EducationNews.org.  She said health care is in the spot -
light, but there is also a strong push by the fed eral gov ern -
ment to take over lo cal pub lic schools…

—OneNewsNow.com

North Korea Top Persecutor of
Christians Eighth Straight Time

Two of the most no to ri ous and re stric tive re gimes in
the world top the Open Doors 2010 World Watch List
(WWL) of 50 coun tries which are the worst per se cu tors of 
Chris tians.

In the num ber one spot for the eighth straight time is
North Ko rea, the coun try where ev ery re li gious ac tiv ity is
rec og nized as an in sur rec tion to the North Ko rean so cial -
ist prin ci ples.  In 2009, the North Ko rean re gime of Kim
Jong-il tar geted Chris tians over the coun try.

That re sulted in ar rest, tor ture and kill ings.  North Ko -
rean lead ers are des per ately try ing to con trol so ci ety in or -
der to erad i cate all Chris tian ac tiv i ties.  There are an
es ti mated 200,000 North Ko re ans in po lit i cal prison, in -
clud ing 40,000 to 60,000 Chris tians.

A vet eran North Ko rean watcher, who can’t be iden ti -
fied due to se cu rity rea sons, state: ”Chris tians are the tar -
get of fierce gov ern ment ac tion , and once caught, are not
re garded as hu man.  Last year we had ev i dence that some
were used as Guinea pigs to test chem i cal and bi o log i cal
weap ons.”

Iran is now num ber two on the list…The wave of ar -
rest of Chris tians which started in 2008 con tin ued even
stron ger dur ing 2009, re sult ing in the ar rest of at least 85
Chris tians.  It is sus pected that the ar rests are a way for Ira -
nian gov ern ment to dis tract at ten tion from in ter nal prob -
lems, in clud ing do mes tic tur moil af ter the re-elec tion of
Pres i dent Mahmound Ahmadinejad…

Of the coun tries on the top 10 list, eight have Is lam as
their dom i nant re li gion—Iran, Saudi Ara bia, So ma lia,
Mal dives, Af ghan i stan, Yemem, Mau ri ta nia and Uzbek -
istan.  North Ko rea and Laos are com mu nist coun tries. 

Also, 35 of the 50 coun tries on the list have Is lamic gov -
ern ments.

“It is cer tainly not a shock that North Ko rea is num ber
one on the list of coun tries where Chris tians face the worst 
per se cu tion.” Says Carl Moeller, pres i dent and CEO of
Open Doors USA.  “There is no other coun try in the world
where Chris tians are per se cuted in such a hor ri ble and sys -
tem atic man ner.  Three gen er a tions of a fam ily are of ten
thrown into prison when one mem ber is in car cer ated.

—Christian Newswire

Religious Leftists Love the Global
Warming Issue

Most re cently, you may have read about the in ter na -
tional cli mate change sum mit in Co pen ha gen, at tended by
Pres i dent Obama and count less other heads of state. 
Many lib er als are an gry, be cause, de spite the big talk, the
as sem bled gov ern ments agreed to no spe cific re duc tions
in car bon emis sions.  Groups like the World Coun cil of
Churches (WCC) were push ing for a 40 per cent re duc tion
in car bon emis sions in 10 years, which would have crip -
pled the world econ omy.

Of course, the Re li gious Left, like the sec u lar far-left,
sees global warm ing as a con ve nient pre text for shut ting
down cap i tal ism…

…(T)he global warm ing cause op por tu nisti cally al -
lows the Re li gious Left to col lapse all its fa vored causes
into one is sue.  (These causes in clude) hos til ity to free
mar kets and eco nomic growth; crav ings for wealth re dis -
tri bu tion; West ern guilt; ven er a tion for the earth at the ex -
pense of hu man ity; and as pi ra tions for global gov er nance.  
And de spite Re li gious Left claims about con cern for the
poor, shut ting down or re strict ing the global econ omy
would hurt the very poor the most.  Dra co nian car bon re -
duc tions would keep poor peo ple poor and the rest of us
stag nant, less able to help oth ers in need.  What’s com pas -
sion ate about that?

Mark Tooley for IRD

German homeschoolers granted asylum
in U.S.

A Ger man fam ily was granted po lit i cal asy lum in late
Jan u ary by a U.S. im mi gra tion judge be cause of “a
well-founded fear of per se cu tion” for home school ing
their chil dren. 

“Homeschoolers are not a threat to Ger man so ci ety,”
said Mi chael Donnelly, a Home School Le gal De fense As -
so ci a tion law yer rep re sent ing Uwe Romeike, his wife and
their five chil dren.

Homeschooling in Ger many is il le gal in most cases,
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and vi o la tors can be fined, jailed and even lose cus tody of
their chil dren.  Don nel ly said the Ger man gov ern ment has
de cided homeschoolers are “try ing to cre ate a par al lel so -
ci ety” that must be stamped out.  

The Romeikes have said their evan gel i cal Chris tian
be liefs led them to home school their chil dren.  Sub se -
quently, they were harshly pun ished, re ceiv ing fines to tal -
ing $10,000.  On one oc ca sion, po lice hauled their
chil dren off to school.

In 2006, the Romeikes im mi grated to Ten nes see and
con tin ued home school ing their chil dren.  Don nel ly said
the fam ily ap plied for po lit i cal asy lum within three
months of ar riv ing in the U.S.

www.washingtontimes.com.  1/28/10

Is There Anything The ELCA Won’t Do?

Ann Holmes, the for mer Epis co pal priest who claims
to be both a Chris tian and a Mus lim is now teach ing re li -
gion at Pa cific Lu theran Uni ver sity (ELCA) in Se at tle. 
Her bishop says he ac cepts Redding as an Epis co pal priest
and a Mus lim, and that he finds the in ter faith pos si bil i ties
ex cit ing.

“I could not NOT be a Mus lim,” she said.  “At the
most ba sic level, I un der stand the two re li gions to be com -
pat i ble.  That’s all I need.”  Even though she is un cer tain
about what or who she is spir i tu ally, Redding is now
granted the right to teach at an ELCA col lege.

But the ELCA Col lege in Se at tle is not far be hind St.
Olaf Col lege (ELCA), in North field, Min ne sota, where
the head of the re li gion de part ment, is a Hindu.

The Vine and Branches

ACLU files suit against Miss. school for
canceling prom

By Chris Joy ner, USA TODAY 

JACKSON, Miss. — A Mis sis sippi school board’s de -
ci sion to can cel the high school prom rather than change
its pol icy on same-sex dates at tracted na tional at ten tion
and prompted le gal ac tion Thursday. 

The American Civil Liberties Union of Mis sis sippi
filed suit in fed eral court against the Itawamba County
School Dis trict and asked the judge to re verse the school
board’s de ci sion to can cel the April 2 dance. The law suit
al leges dis trict of fi cials have vi o lated McMillen’s First
Amend ment right of free expression.

“It’s just a sad sit u a tion. I feel sorry for the chil dren
who ain’t go ing to get to have their prom,” said Di ane
Rob erts, a hair styl ist in Fulton, Miss.

Rob erts said the school board’s de ci sion has placed

the en tire city of about 4,000 in a neg a tive light. “There
are some peo ple on the board who think they are the last
word,” she said. “You can’t judge peo ple like that. That’s
be tween them and their good Lord.”

Con stance McMillen, a se nior at Itawamba Ag ri cul -
tural High School, con tacted the ACLU af ter she was told
by school ad min is tra tors she could not bring her girl friend 
to the dance. McMillen, 18, also was told she could not
wear a tuxedo.

School of fi cials did not re turn calls seek ing com ment
Thurs day re gard ing the pol icy.

In a state ment re leased Wednes day, the board said the
con tro versy caused “dis trac tions to the ed u ca tional pro -
cess” and said they hoped a pri vate group would host the
event.

Jennifer Chamblee, a res i dent in nearby Guntown,
sided with the school board.

“What about the rights of the other stu dents that do
not share her life style or the way that she wants to live it?”
she said.

Chris tine Sun, an at tor ney with the ACLU, con -
demned the board’s ac tion.

“It’s shame ful and cow ardly of the school dis trict to
have can celed the prom and to try to blame Con stance,
who’s only stand ing up for her self,” she said. “We will
fight tooth and nail for the prom to be re in stated for all stu -
dents.”

McMillen at tended school Thurs day but left early.
The at mo sphere at school was “tense,” she said.…

Marillyn Miears, 60, of Big Spring, Texas, said she
be lieves the school sys tem has the moral high ground.

“It is a sin in God’s eyes to be gin with,” she said of ho -
mo sex u al ity. “If they can’t bring the op po site sex to the
prom, then they don’t need to be there.”

Kristy Bennett, le gal di rec tor of the Mis sis sippi
ACLU, said there has been fed eral case law since 1980
sup port ing gay stu dents’ rights to bring whom ever they
want to their high school proms.

Joy ner re ports for The (Jack son, Miss.) Clar ion-Led -
ger
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Woe unto you who call evil good, and good evil…therefore,
as the fire devours the stubble, and the flame consumes the
chaff, so their root will be rottenness, and their blossom will 

ascend like dust; because they have rejected the law of the
Lord of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy one of

Israel. (Isa. 5:20,24)

http://content.usatoday.com/topics/topic/Organizations/Non-profits,+Activist+Groups/American+Civil+Liberties+Union


The Opening Of The Eyes
“And Elisha prayed, and said “LORD, pray,

open his eyes that he may see …LORD, open the 
eyes of these men, that they may see.” 

 (2 Kings 6:17,20)

How won der fully the prayer of Elisha for his ser vant
was an swered!  The young man saw the moun tain full of
char i ots of fire and horse men sur round ing Elisha.  The
heav enly host had been sent by God to pro tect the Lord’s
ser vant.

Then Elisha prayed a sec ond time.  The Syr ian army
had been stricken with blind ness and were led into Sa -
maria.  There Elisha prayed for the open ing of their eyes,
and they found them selves hope less pris on ers in the hand
of the en emy.  

We ought to use these prayers in the spir i tual sphere. 
First of all, we ought to ask that our eyes may see the won -
der ful pro vi sion that God has made for his church, in the
bap tism with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  (See Mat thew
3:11.)  All the pow ers of the heav enly world are at our dis -
posal in the ser vice of the heav enly king dom.  How lit tle
the chil dren of God live in the faith of that heav enly vi sion 
– the power of the Holy Spirit on them, with them, and in
them, for their own spir i tual life and as their strength to
joy fully wit ness for their Lord and His work!

But we will find that we need that sec ond prayer, too,
so that God may open the eyes of those of His chil dren
who do not yet see the power that the world and sin have
upon His peo ple.  They are still un aware of the fee ble ness
that marks the church, mak ing it pow er less to do the work
of win ning souls for Christ and build ing up be liev ers for a
life of ho li ness and fruit ful ness.  Let us pray es pe cially
that God may open all eyes to see what the great and fun -
da men tal need of the church is – to bring down His bless -
ing in in ter ces sion, so that the power of the Spirit may be
known un ceas ingly in its di vine ef fec tive ness and bless -
ing. 

Our Fa ther, who is in heaven, You who are so un -
speak ably will ing to give us the Holy Spirit in power, hear
our hum ble prayer.  Open our eyes, we pray, so that we
may re al ize fully the low es tate of Your church, and that
we may know as fully what trea sures of grace and power
You are will ing to be stow in an swer to the fer vent prayer
of a united church.  Amen.

God’s Best Secrets by Andrew Murray 
Copyright, by Whitaker House

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Moses Didn’t Need a Drill

Drill ing ten inches a day for 189 days through solid
gran ite to reach wa ter at a depth of 158 feet in the Si nai
desert, mod ern Is ra el ites do not find it as easy as did Mo -
ses, who in the same area merely stuck the rock with his
rod at God’s com mand, and the cool, sweet wa ters gushed
forth in abun dance.

Is raeli hy drol o gist and Bed ouin la bor ers have doubt -
less en vied Mo ses who pro duced such co pi ous streams of
wa ter with out a drill.  If we all will read Ex o dus 17:6, we
will know that this mir a cle was the re sult of faith and obe -
di ence.  God is able to pro duce “streams in the desert.” 

—The Capital Voice

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

It takes much love to be will ing to cor rect.  It would be 
far eas ier not to do so.  Yet Je sus said, “As many as I love I
re buke and chas ten”

“As many as I love, I re buke and chas ten: be zeal ous
there fore, and re pent.”  (Rev e la tion 3:19)

The Berean Call (Apples of Gold)

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

WELL SAID …
The God of Mo ses, Joshua, Eli jah, the apos tles and

crowds of oth ers is still alive.  He is still the Lord and He
hears and an swers prayers.  Let us not, there fore, be over -
whelmed by the apos tasy.  This is but a chal lenge to your
faith and a call to more in tense and sac ri fi cial prayer. 
There fore, let us lift the hands which hang down and
strengthen the fee ble knees, and let us be take our selves to
our knees, and stretch forth our hands to God, and the God
who seeth in se cret will re ward us openly.

Hyman Appleman 
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To day’s tiny steps of com pro mise on what 
are con sid ered mi nor mat ters will be come
the step ping stones to to mor row’s com -
pro mised ma jor is sue.

          —-Shelton Smith



Is Communion Automatic
Forgiveness?

We hear the words of Christ at the in sti tu tion of the
Lord’s Sup per, “Take and eat. This is My body which is
given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” “Drink of it 
all of you; this cup is the New Tes ta ment in My blood
which is shed for you, and for many for the for give ness of
sins; this do, as oft as you drink it,  in remembrance of
Me.”  Thus, the pur pose of Je sus instituting the Lord’s
Sup per was to bring for give ness of sins.

As Lu ther ans, we be lieve in what is called the “Real
Pres ence.”  We be lieve that, in com mu nion, we re ceive the 
bread and the grape juice and also the true body and blood
of Christ.  We be lieve this be cause that is what Je sus Him -
self said, and it is also what the Scrip ture says in other
places.  “Is not the cup of bless ing which we bless a shar -
ing in the blood of Christ?  Is not the bread which we
break a shar ing in the body of Christ?” (1 Cor. 10:16)  That
is why we call Com mu nion a Means of Grace:   God com -
mu ni cates His in vis i ble grace through cer tain vis i ble
means.

Je sus did this when He was here.  He spit on the
ground and made clay of the spit and dirt and put it on the
eyes of a man who was blind and told him to “Wash in the
Pool of Siloam” (John 9:6-7).  Je sus com mu ni cated His
grace through cer tain vis i ble means – namely spit, clay
and wa ter.   

Be cause of this many are led to believe that Com mu -
nion is au to matic for give ness.  Since the Body and Blood
of Christ are re ally pres ent, does that mean that ev ery one
who takes it is automatically for given?  This is the be lief
of some in re gards to com mu nion.  If some one is not do ing 
well and per haps is ex pected to die, the min is ter will be
called to ad min is ter com mu nion so that they can make
sure that all their sins are for given and they can go to
heaven.  Some Lu theran pas tors as sume that if the mem -
bers are in church hear ing the Word and tak ing com mu -
nion, their sins are for given and they are headed for
heaven.  Is com mu nion au to matic for give ness?

Well, the sim ple act of tak ing the el e ments does not
guar an tee for give ness.  When Je sus com muned the dis ci -
ples, Ju das Is car iot was pres ent.  We are told in Luke 22:3
that “Sa tan en tered Ju das, who was called Is car iot, be -
long ing to the num ber of the twelve.” So Ju das had al -
ready be trayed Je sus in his heart.  Even though he took
com mu nion from Je sus Him self, it did not re mit Ju das’
sins.  Je sus said of Ju das, “He who dipped his hand with

Me in the bowl is the one who will be tray Me.  The Son of
Man is to go just as it is writ ten of Him; but woe to that
man by whom the Son of Man is be trayed!  It would have
been good for that man if he had not been born.” (Matt.

26:23-25)

What Ju das was lack ing is what a lot of communicants 
at com mu nion to day are lack ing:  A heart which has re -
pen tance of sin and true faith in Je sus.  These must be
pres ent in order for com mu nion to bring for give ness of
sins.  Com mu nion is not a “Mag i cal Elixer” or “snake oil”
that will au to mat i cally grant for give ness.  Rather, it is a
means of re ceiv ing God’s Grace.  

It is just like the Word of God.  The Holy Spirit works
through the Word of God to bring peo ple to re pent and
believe in Christ.  Thus, ev ery time the Word of God is
pres ent, so is God with His grace.  But you can hear the
Scrip tures and not au to mat i cally have sal va tion, which is
the tes ti mony of most.  Sal va tion co mes when you be lieve
what the Word says and act upon it in faith.  

So it is in com mu nion. For give ness of sins co mes
when you be lieve what Christ says about com mu nion and
act upon it in faith.  It is to come with a heart that is truly
re pen tant and truly be liev ing in Christ as your Lord and
Sav ior.  This is what Ju das did not do.  He did not re pent
and he did not be lieve, so that even though he took com -
mu nion, his sins were not for given.

In fact, the Scrip tures have stern ad mo ni tions against
tak ing com mu nion this way!  “There fore who ever eats the 
bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an un wor thy man -
ner, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.   But
let a man ex am ine him self and so let him eat of the bread
and drink of the cup.  For he who eats and drinks, eats and
drinks judg ment to him self, if he does not judge the body
rightly.  For this rea son many among you are weak and
sick, and a num ber sleep.”  (I Cor. 11:27-29)

Com mu nion taken this way be comes an act of judg -
ment rather than a means of for give ness.  It is to eat and
drink God’s judg ment against your self.  This in cludes
weak ness and sick ness, and says that this had hap pened to
many of them!  If that were n’t enough, it says that a num -
ber of them were even in sleep, which means that they
died!  Com mu nion for these peo ple was not au to matic for -
give ness, it was au to matic judg ment.

Par tak ing of com mu nion in an un wor thy man ner
means care lessly, with out thought or prep a ra tion.  It
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would mean to take com mu nion just be cause it is part of
the ser vice with out giv ing any thought or prep a ra tion to -
ward tak ing it.  

To come in a wor thy man ner means that we first ex -
am ine our selves.  “But let a man ex am ine him self and so
let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup.” (I Cor. 11:28)

This means prayer ful ex am i na tion of your life, as the
Psalm ist says, “Search me, O God, and know my heart;
Try me, and know my anx ious thoughts, and see if there be
any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way ev er last -
ing.” (Ps. 139:23-24)  It means to ex am ine your self and re -
pent of your sins be fore the Lord.  It is to also med i tate on
the grace of God in Christ be stowed to you.

Some Key ques tions which a Christian can use to pre -
pare himself for com mu nion are:

1)  Am I truly sorry and do I truly re pent (turn) for all
my sins in Thought, Word and Deed?  To come care lessly
means that you give no re gard for your sins.

2)  Do I be lieve that Je sus My Sav ior atoned for all my 
sins on the cross?

3)  Do I be lieve that Je sus gives me His body and
blood in the Lord’s Sup per to as sure me of for give ness?

4)  Do I sin cerely de sire, in the Lord’s strength, to live
my life in full sur ren der to His will as re vealed in Scrip -
ture?

If the true Chris tian co mes to com mu nion in this way,
then they have the as sur ance that their sins are cov ered in
the blood of Je sus and can rightly hear the ab so lu tion
given at the ta ble:  “Our cru ci fied and risen Lord Je sus
Christ, who has now be stowed upon you, His holy body
and blood, whereby He has made full sat is fac tion for all
your sins, strengthen and preserve you in the true faith
unto ev er last ing life.  Peace be with you. Amen”

Com mu nion then be comes a time of your clos est
phys i cal re la tion ship with Je sus on this side of eter nity, for 
He Him self is pres ent, giv ing you His body and blood.  It
also be comes a time of unit ing with your fel low be liev ers.  
“Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body,
for we all par take of the one bread.” (I Cor. 10:17)

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN

 “For the word of the cross is to them that 
per ish fool ishness; but unto us who are

saved it is the power of God” 
(I Co rin thi ans 1:18). 

GOD has spo ken many times and in many ways to us
in the proph ets. “At the end of these days,” He has spo ken
to us in His Son. And a mighty speech it is, both in word
and in deed. 

How ever, the cross is be yond all com par i son His
might i est speech.

 The cross of Cal vary is the cen ter of his tory and of the 
world. 

It is the most ter ri ble and the most glo ri ous place on
earth.

There God un veils the two might i est and most mys te -
ri ous re al i ties in the uni verse: sin and grace. 

No man knows what sin is un til he has stood at the
cross of Christ. 

And be cause most peo ple will not pause at the cross,
they have such a thought less and friv o lous view of sin.

What does the cross tell us about the sin ful ness of
man? 

It tells us that man is at en mity with God. It tells us that 
man is not merely evil, but that he is so evil that he will not
tol er ate the good. Our race put to death the Only Good
One that ever lived. Not by ac ci dent, but deliberately, by a
well-planned ju di cial mur der. 

And the most re li gious peo ple of that gen er a tion did it.
The cross of Christ tells us fur ther that sin is so ter ri ble 

that not even our al mighty and all-lov ing God can for give
it with out atone ment. 

How ever, He does not re quire this sat is fac tion of oth -
ers. He be comes man Him self, to suf fer and to die for His
en e mies. 

Dear chil dren of God, let us take note of the ap pall ing
se ri ous ness of sin!  Let the pleas of Je sus and His cries of
dis tress pierce us to the very bone and mar row, that the
suf fer ings of Je sus may im part to us that fear and trem -
bling with re spect to sin which will pre serve us from mis -
us ing the grace of God.

Taken from “God’s Word For To day” by O. Hallesby 
Copyright 1937 Augsburg Publishing House, 

1994 Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.
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Let us break bread
together on our knees.
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE HAUGE

LUTHERAN INNERMISSION FEDERATION

When?  June 11 – 13, 2010  (Fri day Eve ning thru the
Wor ship Ser vice on Sunday).
Where?  Stavanger Free Lu theran Church, Gar den
City, Iowa
Host Pas tor:  Pas tor Earl Korhonen

SCHEDULE
Fri day eve ning, 7:00 p.m.  Singspiration
Open ing Ser vice – 7:30 p.m.  Pas tor Jim Haga,
Shoreview, MN, What About Bap tism?
Re fresh ments & Fel low ship fol low ing

Sat ur day
9:00 – 9:30 a.m.  Prayer Time
9:30 – 10:30 a.m.   An nual Meet ing of the Hauge Lu -
theran Innermission Fed er a tion
10:30 – 11:00 a.m. Re fresh ments & Fel low ship 
11:00 – Noon – Pas tor Jim Haga,  What About Al co -
hol?
Noon – Meal at Church 
1:00  – 2:00 p.m.  Pas tor Jim Haga, What About Con -
tem po rary Chris tian Mu sic?
2:00 – 3:00 p.m. Tes ti mony time, Gos pel Songs &
Hymns
3:00 – 3:30 p.m. Re fresh ment & Fel low ship
3:30 – 4:30 p.m. Pas tor Einar Unseth, Lyle, MN
4:30 p.m. – Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion
Board Meet ing
7:00 p.m. – Eve ning Ser vice: Pas tor Rodney Stueland,
Dilworth, MN.  Topic: Mat thew 7:1-6, John 7:24 
“Judge Righ teous Judg ment”.

Sunday Morn ing at 10:00 at Stavanger Lu theran
Church:  Pas tor Rodney Stueland will be preach ing on
“A Liv ing Con gre ga tion” from Acts 2:42-47.

Bi ble Camps
An evan ge lis tic Lu theran Bi ble Camp called Faith
Youth Camp is to take place on Au gust 2nd – 6th at
North ern Pines camp ground in Park Rap ids, MN.  This 
In de pend ent Lu theran Group wel comes 7th – 12th

grades.  Speak ers will be Pas tors Don Greven and Reu -
ben Unseth and Mr. Gary Stenberg.  For fur ther in for -
ma tion con tact: Pastor Paul Larson @ or church
218-847-1040 or  home 218-375-4331.

The Faith Fam ily Camp (which is an In de pend ent Lu -
theran Min is try) will be held La bor Day week end at
North ern Pines Camp ground in Park Rap ids, MN. 
Planned Speak ers are: Janos Herkely from Hun gary,
Pas tor Tim o thy Mundiah from Kenya and Pas tor Don
Greven from Viroqua, Wis.

For fur ther camp info con tact: Pas tor Paul Larson
at Larson/revpaul@arvig.net or by phone at 218-
375-4331 (H) or Faith Lu theran 218-847-1040.

HOME GOING

Mrs. Kermit (Gene) John son – Al ice went Home to
be with Je sus for all eter nity on March 7th, 2010.
The last years of this phys i cal life she lived at
Humboldt Care Cen ter North at Humboldt, Iowa.

Gene and Al ice were faith ful sup port ers of the
Morn ing Glory/Hauge Lu theran Innermission for
many years!  Gene made his ex o dus from this life
approx. two years be fore Al ice died.  Blessed be
their Mem o ries!


