
Make Every Effort
Luke 12:58-59

“When you go with your ad ver sary to the mag is -
trate, make ev ery ef fort along the way to set tle
with him, lest he drag you to the judge, the judge
de liver you to the of fi cer, and the of fi cer throw
you into prison.  I tell you, you shall not de part
from there till you have paid the very last mite.”
NKJV

esus is in Je ru sa lem speak ing to a mul ti tude of un be -
liev ing Jews, and He gives a very evan ge lis tic mes -
sage in the form of a par a ble. In or der to un der stand
this par a ble we need to fig ure out who the cast of char -

ac ters are. We have five char ac ters in our play. We have
“you”. You are in this par a ble. We also have the ad ver sary,
the mag is trate, the judge, and the of fi cer. But we re ally
only have two char ac ters in our par a ble, be cause the ad -
ver sary, the mag is trate, the judge and the of fi cer are all the
same per son, God. 

Of ten times in the Bi ble Sa tan is our ad ver sary, but not 
here. Our ad ver sary is God. He is the one who has a charge 
against us. He is the one we have of fended and sinned
against. Speaking of those who had tram pled the Son of
God un der foot the writer of He brews says (10:31 NKJV)
It is a fear ful thing to fall into the hands of the liv ing
God.  If you are not a Chris tian, you are an en emy of God
through wicked works. Like wise, the Mag is trate or the
ruler of the king dom is God. The judge is Je sus. In our
creed we say about Je sus, that he will come again to judge
the liv ing and the dead. And the of fi cer, the one who casts
the law breaker into prison, or hell, is also God. 

No tice it says “When you go.”  It does not say, “If you
Go.”  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

When you go with your ad ver sary, you will go, di vine jus -
tice de mands it. 

What is Je sus’ mes sage to this un be liev ing mul ti tude?
What is Je sus’ mes sage to the “You” in this par a ble?  This
“you,” in cludes you. Make ev ery ef fort along the way to
set tle with Him. Along the way speaks of your life. You
don’t know how long that will be, but what hap pens be -
tween you and God has to hap pen in this life, be cause
when you die and are dragged be fore the judge it will be
too late. You will be thrown in prison, God’s prison, hell.

How do we set tle with the ad ver sary along the way to
the mag is trate, so that we don’t go to prison or hell?  Je sus
tells us in the next Chap ter, Luke 13. This is a con tin u a tion 
of the di a log Je sus was hav ing with the mul ti tude in Je ru -
sa lem. There had been a cou ple re cent trag e dies that were
on peo ple’s minds. Peo ple had died at the hands of Pi late,
and peo ple had died when a tower fell, and the ques tion in
their mind was, “Did these peo ple die be cause they were
worse sin ners than the rest of us?”  Je sus’ an swer was the
same to both of those sit u a tions. Luke 13:3, “Un less you
re pent you will all like wise per ish.”

So how do you set tle with God along the way, as you
have breath and are liv ing your life? You re pent or you
will per ish. Re pen tance is used ei ther along side of faith, or 
it is used in ter change ably with faith. They are two sides of
the same coil. When Je sus started His min is try His mes -
sage was, “Re pent and be lieve the Gos pel.”

Sept. 11th 2001 – If you’re over 25, you re mem ber that 
day. Over three thou sand Amer i cans died that day at the
hands of ter ror ists. John Mac Ar thur, a pas tor from Cal i for -
nia, found him self on the Larry King show a cou ple nights
lat er. He had no idea what kind of ques tions Larry King
would ask him. The first ques tion out of his mouth was
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this, “What does it mean...
What is the les son… What do 
we take away from the dev as -
ta tion of the col lapse of the
Twin Towers and three thou -
sand some peo ple dy ing?
What is the mes sage? This is
what he said. “Well the
takeaway is this, you’re go -
ing to die, and you’re not in
con trol of when.” 

So I ask you, “Have you
re pented and put your faith in
Je sus as you are go ing along
the way?”  If you wait un til
you are be fore the judge, it
will be too late.

Wayne Almlie
Des Moines, IA

For give
The com mand to for -

give as we have been for -
given is dif fi cult to obey,
but we need to for give peo -
ple who have wronged us – 
even if we don’t think they
de serve it.  If we don’t, the
poi sons of an ger and bit ter -
ness will eat away at our
souls – but with God’s help 
we can deal with them in a
way that hon ors Him.

If we were at fault in
any way, we need to face it
hon estly and seek God’s
for give ness.  Then we need
to ask the per son to for give
us as well – even if they
may re fuse.

Bear with each other
and for give what ever
griev ances you may have
against one an other.  For -
give as the Lord for gave
you.  Colossians 3:13.

Wisdom For Each Day,
Billy Graham, © Copyright 

– 2011, DaySpring Cards,
Inc. Siloam Springs, AR
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“Isaac dwelt by the well Lahai-roi.”
Gen e sis 25:11

HAGAR had once found de liv er ance there and
Ishamael had drank from the wa ter so gra ciously re -
vealed by the God who liveth and seeth the sons of men;
but his was a merely ca sual visit, such as worldlings pay
to the Lord in times of need, when it serves their turn. 
They cry to Him in trou ble, but for sake Him in pros per -
ity.  Isaac dwelt there, and made the well of the liv ing and
all-see ing God his con stant source of sup ply.  The usual
tenor of a man’s life, the dwell ing of his soul, is the true
test of his state.  Per haps the prov i den tial vis i ta tion ex pe -
ri enced by Hagar struck Isaac’s mind, and led him to re -
vere the place; its mys ti cal name en deared it to him, his
fre quent mus ings by its brim at even tide made him fa mil -
iar with the well, his meet ing Rebecca there had made his 
spirit feel at home near the spot; but best of all, the fact
that he there en joyed fel low ship with the liv ing God had
made him se lect that hal lowed ground for his dwell ing. 
Let us learn to live in the pres ence of the liv ing God; let
us pray the Holy Spirit that this day, and ev ery other day,
we may feel, “Thou God seest me.”   May the Lord Je ho -
vah be as a well to us, de light ful, com fort ing, un fail ing,
spring ing up unto eter nal life.  The bot tle of the crea ture
cracks and dries up, but the well of the Cre ator never
fails; happy is he who dwells at the well, and so His abun -
dant and con stant sup plies near at hand.  The Lord has
been a sure helper to oth ers: His name is Saddai, God
All-suf fi cient; our hearts have of ten had most de light ful
in ter course with Him; through Him our soul has found
her glo ri ous hus band, the Lord Je sus; and in Him this day 
we live, and move, and have our be ing.  Let us, then,
dwell in clos est fel low ship with Him.  Glo ri ous Lord,
con strain us that we may never leave Thee, but dwell by
the well of the liv ing God.

Morning & Evening by Charles Spurgeon, Copyright
-1991, Hendrickson Publishers

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Do you be lieve that He (Je sus) would send those men 
out to preach the Gos pel to ev ery crea ture un less He
wanted ev ery crea ture (in di vid ual) to be saved?  Do you
be lieve He would tell them to preach it to peo ple with out
giv ing peo ple the power to ac cept it (prevenient Grace)? 
Do you be lieve the God of Heaven is mock ing men by of -
fer ing them His Gos pel and not giv ing them the power to
take hold of it?  Do you be lieve He would not give men
power to ac cept this sal va tion as a gift?  Man might do
that, but God never mocks men.  And when He says

“Preach the gos pel to ev ery crea ture,” ev ery crea ture
can be saved if he will. 

            D L. Moody 
Ed i tor’s Note:  With the call of God unto godly Re -

pen tance and Sal va tion co mes the grace and power to ac -
cept JESUS as per sonal Sav ior!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Sharing the Good News

Mi chael Youssef, PH.D. 

The king of Syria, Ben-Hadad, erected a siege
around the city of Sa maria so that no body could go out
and no body could come in.  In time, the peo ple be gan to
starve to death.

But God set fear in the hearts of the Syr i ans and
drove them out of the city.  They left ev ery thing be hind –
food, cloth ing, gold, sil ver.

In 2 Kings 7:3 we read that there were four lep ers
out side of the city.  One per son would come out twice a
day from the city and shove food for them through a hole
in the wall.  But no body was able to get out of the city, so
the lep ers were starv ing to death.

So these lep ers looked for sal va tion in the camp of
the Syr i ans.  Much to their sur prise, they found that all
the tents were empty!  Food was abun dant; wa ter, gold,
sil ver, an i mals, all were there for them to take.  Their
kin-folk were starv ing be hind the walls while they had all 
the food they could eat for the rest of their lives.  

The chal lenge this pas sage pres ents is found in 2
Kings 7:9.  “Then (the lep ers) said to each other: ‘What
we’re do ing is not right.  This is a day of good news and
we are keep ing it to our selves.  If we wait un til day light,
pun ish ment will over take us.  Let’s go at once and re port
this to the royal pal ace.’ ”

They saw and ex pe ri enced the good news.  They wit -
nessed the prom ise of God ful filled in front of their eyes
and were en joy ing it, but the rest of the com mu nity was
starv ing to death.

This is a day of good news, and we are do ing right to
keep it to our selves.  It is not right when we fo cus our en -
ergy, our ac tiv i ties, and our money on our selves while
there are men and women who are spir i tu ally starv ing to
death.

Are you shar ing the Good News?  Who around you is 
starv ing and needs to be told about the mir a cle Christ did
in your life?

“How beau ti ful on the moun tains are the feet of
those who bring good news, who pro claim peace, who
bring good tid ings, who pro claim sal va tion, who say to
Zion, ‘Your god reigns!’ ”  Isa iah 52:7
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Why You Can Have A Good Day
The Day Ahead Is As Bright As the Prom ises of God 

By Dr. Paul Chappell 

Ev ery morn ing brings fresh op por tu ni ties – and
fresh chal lenges.  Some times the chal lenges seem to
out weigh the op por tu ni ties.  Some times it’s dif fi cult to
see the op por tu ni ties em bed ded in the chal lenges. 
Some times – with or with out chal lenges or op por tu ni -
ties – it’s just a rough day.  Thank fully, ev ery morn ing
also brings the faith ful prom ises of God – each one just
as fresh to day as when God first gave it.

When we forge God’s prom ises, we floun der
through our day re ly ing on hu man strength and faulty
per cep tion.  But when we re mem ber and be lieve them,
we find pro vi sion for our needs and strength for our la -
bor.  No tice just twelve of these prom ises for our needs
and work:

· God’s presence: “I will never leave thee”
(Hebrews 13:5).  (Ed. We can ‘stray from HIM).

· God’s protection: “I am thy shield” (Genesis
15:1).

· God’s power: “I will strengthen thee” (Isaiah
41:10).

· God’s leading: “And when He putteth forth his
own sheep, he goeth before them” (John 10:4).

· God’s provision: “I will help thee” (Isaiah
41:10).

· God’s purposes: “I know the thoughts that I think 
toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace,
and not of evil” (Jeremiah 29:11).

· God’s rest: “Come unto me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest”
(Matthew 11:28).

· God’s cleansing: “If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John
1:9).

· God’s goodness: “No good thing will he
withhold from them that walk uprightly” (Psalm
84:11).

· God’s faithfulness: “The LORD will not forsake
His people for His great name’s sake”(1 Samuel
12:22).

· God’s guidance: “The meek will he guide”
(Psalm 25:9).

· God’s wise plan: “All things work together for
good to them that love God” (Romans 8:28).

God’s pres ence, pro tec tion, lead ing, rest, guid -
ance …and more!  Sounds like a good day to me.
Se lected

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Five Ideas To Make the Most of Your Time

We Must Re deem the Time 

By Dr. Kevin Folger 

I don’t know if your life is like mine, but I find that
time is mov ing at break neck speed.  I hardly get a new
week started when it seems like the week is over and I
am look ing at a new week.  They say that time moves
quicker the older you get.  I don’t know why that is, but
it cer tainly seems true.

Psalm 90 in structs us to num ber our days and ap ply
our hearts to wis dom.  Be low are some ideas to help
make the most of your time: 

1. Make God an es sen tial part of your time.  Be gin
your day with Him read ing the Bi ble and pray ing.  Make 
sure that He is the fo cus of your time through out the
week.  Do not view church at ten dance as op tional!  It is
not a waste of time, but rather a way to cap i tal ize on
your time.

2. Plan your week as much as pos si ble.  At the be -
gin ning of ev ery week, try to write down the things that
you need to ac com plish and when you are go ing to do
them.

3. Pri or i tize your time with your fam ily.  If you
have young chil dren in your home, re mem ber that they
will be grown and gone from your home soon.  You have 
this mo ment to make a dif fer ence in their lives.  If your
chil dren are grown, make sure that you and your spouse
make time to be with each other.  Eat meals to gether as a
fam ily.  Talk at the ta ble and en cour age one an other.

4. Turn off the tele vi sion and read a good, help ful
book (Ed. How about the Morn ing Glory?). When was
the last time you read to ex pand your mind and grow in -
tel lec tu ally and spir i tu ally?  En cour age your chil dren in
this mat ter of read ing.  It will help them more than they
know.

5. Finally, as sess your week.  How was it spent? 
How did you man age your time?  When you fail, de ter -
mine that the fol low ing week will be better.

Noth ing in our ward robe ought to take any one’s
fo cus away from the preach ing of the Word of

God OR shar ing a per sonal tes ti mony of JESUS
in a life walk ing with HIM!
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Sit or Set???
“If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is,
sit ting at the right hand of God.  Set your mind on things above, not on things on the
earth.  For you died, and your life in hid den with Christ in God.  When Christ who is

our life ap pears, then you also will ap pear with Him in glory. There fore…” 
(Colossians 3:1 – 5a.) 

At the very be gin ning of this chap ter (v. 1), a very sig -
nif i cant two let ter word is stated – IF.

I was raised on a very small dairy farm in Wis con sin
and so I am aware of the fact there is a very sig nif i cant
dif fer ence be tween a mother hen sit ting on her eggs or
set ting on them, in or der to hatch a brood of chicks!

For some clar i fi ca tion, let us briefly state to ‘sit’ is ba si -
cally a re laxed po si tion. To ‘set’ is to put into a spe cific
po si tion, a sta ble po si tion; also to re store, to fix firmly
in an im mo bile man ner.

Fol low ing in Verse one, very closely, is the word
‘SEEK’.  

As a true Chris tian be liever, we most cer tainly do not
seek wis dom from as trol ogy be cause the BIBLE tells us 
clearly not to.  As trol ogy and other forms of for -
tune-tell ing were very com mon in the an cient world,
but the Bi ble states that GOD hates such and God calls
them “de test able prac tices” – Deu ter on omy 18:12.

Fur ther more, the ONE who only wants the best for you
and me, clearly states: “‘But seek first the king dom of
God and His righ teous ness and all these things shall
be added to you.’” Mat thew 6:33.  God clearly states
that if we search for HIM with our whole heart (all, sin -
gle ness, pure) we shall find HIM!  For “For where your 
trea sure is, there your heart will be also” (6:22).   You
see, we hu man be ings are so earthly bound that in God’s 
Love we need this ad mo ni tion.  “‘But take heed to
your selves, lest your hearts be weighed down with ca -
rous ing, drunk en ness, and cares of this life, and that
Day come on you un ex pect edly’” Luke 21:44.  You see,
we Chris tians, by the Grace and Mercy of God (as a
whole), are not en snared with ca rous ing and drunk en -
ness, BUT in these days of some what dif fi cult eco nomic 
times, how about the ‘things of this world’?  God says
“…be care ful not to get weighed down” with phys i cal,
earthly things!  In other words, don’t get over-charged
and burned out.

AND as we truth fully ex am ine our selves in the light of
Scrip ture, we need to keep in mind that the de ci sions we 

make are our de ci sions and we are ac count able to GOD
and man for them.

I re call a gen tle man stat ing that if he did not have time
for “morn ing de vo tions,” and he also did not have time
to eat break fast.  Where is the dis ci pline!  What time of
the day do you have your fam ily al tar? Is it Morn ing &
Eve ning??  Do you pant af ter the Liv ing Wa ter?  Are
you Thirsty?  

WHY, in the midst of a very busy day, did Je sus in sist
His dis ci ples take time-out?  Yes, leave the crowds to
rest and be alone with Him in sep a ra tion and fel low ship
with Je sus and their fel low be liev ers!  He knew the
busier they were, the more they needed to make time to
rest and be alone with HIM.  IF they did n’t, even tu ally
they would hurt both them selves and those they were
seek ing to help.  JESUS knows the de mands, peer-pres -
sure and re spon si bil i ties you face – at home, in the job,
school or even in your church.  BUT He also knows you 
need His guid ance and wis dom and em pow er ment to
get them done rightly.  “And He said to them, ‘Come
aside by your selves to a de serted place and rest a
while,’ For there were many com ing and go ing, and
they did not even have time to eat.” (Mark 6:31)

We are to SEEK ‘those things which are above, where
Christ is, sit ting at the right hand of God’.

Is n’t it mar vel ous how gen tle, car ing, lov ing and pa tient 
that God is with us in our earthly jour ney un til we reach
HEAVEN and HOME?             

The story is told that Mar tin Lu ther was very dis cour -
aged for a pe riod of time.  Finally his wife, Katie, came
into his midst dressed in black, which was a sign of
mourn ing.  Mar tin asked her who had died?  Her an -
swer was: GOD must have, the way you are act ing! 

SO we are to set our minds ‘on things above’.  “I be -
seech you there fore, breth ren, by the mer cies of God,
that you pres ent your bod ies a liv ing sac ri fice, holy, ac -
cept able to God, which is your rea son able ser vice,  
And do not be con formed (lit er ally SQUEEZED) to this 
world, but be trans formed by the re new ing of your
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mind,” Romans 12:1-2a. See also II Co rin thi ans
10:3-5.

The reason is given to us in verse three and the re sult is
found in verse four!  When some thing is dead, you do
not keep on yield ing to or ‘feed ing’ it.   We are to
‘reckon’ our selves as be ing dead to the sin ful worldly
things.  IN Christ there has taken place a  change and
trans for ma tion.  See II Co rin thi ans 5:17.

You and I will never be good enough to get into Heaven
on our own.  The rea son is be cause God is pure, holy
and just – and even one sin – just one sin – would be
enough to keep a per son out of Heaven.  Just think if
you com mit ted only three sins a day (sins of omis sion
and com mis sion).  At the year’s end that would to tal
over 1,000 sins.   Thus, we can not re move our sins even
if we washed with ni tre (lye); we would still not be jus -
ti fied be fore our Holy God!  There fore, we each need
the sin less Son of God and have all our sins washed
away in and through the BLOOD of the sin less ONE. 
This is how we are for given!  See 1 John 1:7-2:1.

UNLESS we come as JESUS states, Who is the Way, the
Truth and the Life, there is NO real HOPE of ar riv ing in
HEAVEN!  “‘As suredly, I say to you, un less you are
con verted and be come as lit tle chil dren, you will by no
means en ter the king dom of heaven.’” (Mat thew 18:3)

The great est thing that the Cre ator made was hu man ity.
But how does an In fant en ter into this world?  Na ked
and to tally de pend ent upon some one else!  The ONLY
thing lit tle child brings into this world is a hun ger for
food.  Spir i tually, God gives us a ‘hun ger’ to be on the
way to heaven through JESUS.  With the ‘Call of God’
co mes the power to re spond pos i tively to that call! 
What GOD calls “wise” is when a per son openly con -
fesses their lack of spir i tual wealth and in hu mil ity cries 
out, “God be mer ci ful to me a sin ner.” Luke 18:13  (Or 
to make it per sonal, “The sin ner”)    In God’s call ing ,
first the re al iza tion of spir i tual emp ti ness co mes be fore
fill ing, and spir i tual pov erty be fore riches.

Lit tle chil dren de pend to tally upon their par ents for pro -
tec tion and care.  When we come to Christ, we be come
chil dren of God, and we can trust the heav enly cause of
this per sonal re la tion ship.  Children are not poor, but if
it were n’t for trust in their par ents, they would be help -
less and poor in deed.

When we come to Christ, we be come chil dren of God,
and we can trust our heav enly Fa ther to pro vide for us.

In verse 5 of our text, it starts with the word “There -
fore.”  What is it there for?  Be cause we have a choice to 
make!  You see, the old na ture ac tu ally grows and we
are to put it to death in God’s mar vel ous GRACE and
em pow er ment!  See Galatians 3:24.  

Our lov ing God ac tu ally lists some sins here by name,

be cause HE cares and loves and at times His LOVE is
tough.  As Ambassadors of the King of kings, why
don’t we fol low suit on these on a per sonal level?  
What about the pas tor preach ing from the pul pit and
nam ing these sins?  For ex am ple, GOD names at least
FIVE SPECIFIC SINS by name in our brief text!  For
us to do less is not only com pro mis ing the Word of God, 
but a form of trea son!  These sins are:  1. For ni ca tion, 2.
Un clean ness, 3. Pas sion, 4. Evil de sire and 5. Cov et -
ous ness, which is idol a try. 

Mar tin Lu ther men tions that we need to drown the
old-Adam (na ture) daily, but he learned that the
old-Adam ‘swims’.  So it is a con stant bat tle who wins:
the old na ture OR the new na ture.    Ephe sians 4:21b–23 
says, “as the truth is in Je sus, that you put off, con -
cern ing your for mer con duct, the old man which
grows cor rupt ac cord ing to the de ceit ful lusts, and be
re newed in the spirit of your mind.” (Please READ the
en tire fourth and sev enth chap ters of Romans).  “Righ -
teous are You, O LORD, And up right are Your judg -
ments.  Your tes ti mo nies, which You have com manded,
Are righ teous and very faith ful.” Psalm 119:137-138.  

Also no tice how verse five of our text de scribes
coveteousness that is not put to death – God says it is
idol a try!  

What a per son sows, that he also reaps!  Look at the cost 
of DISOBEDIENCE in verse six!   To day, a per son
hardly hears any thing from any one about the wrath of
God.  But the ONE BOOK, which con tains sixty-six
smaller books has much to say about it.  “Be cause of
these things the wrath of God is com ing upon the sons
of dis obe di ence,”  v.6.   

How we need to keep our pri or i ties in line with the Bi -
ble and fol low the ex am ple of the Apos tle Paul’s tes ti -
mony in Philippians 3. If you don’t have a des ti na tion
or goal in your heart and  mind, then YOU are lost! 

YES, here on earth, we are in a jour ney of life.  Each
day has an ef fect upon our Eter nal Goal – HEAVEN
AND HOME!  

So my friend, seek those things which are above, where
Christ is sit ting at the right hand of God and SET your
mind on those things which are above.   Then we shall
meet up-yon der some day, IF we don’t meet first be fore
that DAY!

“ ‘Be hold, I am com ing as a thief.  Blessed is he who
watches, and keeps his gar ments, lest he walk na ked
and they see his shame’ ” Rev e la tion 16:15. 

P.S.  Lord will ing, some of you will have a golden-op -
por tu nity to COME APART AND REST AWHILE –
by tak ing in the Hauge Bi ble Con fer ence at Fargo, ND
on June 24 – 26, 2016 at St. Paul’s Lu theran.  See the
sched ule for this con fer ence on page 16.



From Our Fellowship Circle

M. & M. J. North field, MN 
I am so thank ful for this Pub li ca tion.  I try to read from it
ev ery day, as it helps set the tone for the Day.

H. B. Wood burn, OR
How great to have the Hauge ‘min is try’ still spread ing
the Gos pel through the Morn ing Glory  As you re call
from his tory, Hans Neilsen Hauge al most died in jail  -
But he is still a light to the blind church.

We live in a Condo of el derly folk and we pass the pa per
onto oth ers that live here.  

My hus band is al most 96 years of age, but still reads too.   
…  My Dad and … used to write ar ti cles for the Morn ing
Glory and it al ways was in our home.   

God bless you for keep ing on…

P. J. Willmar, MN 
Thank you very much for the pa per.  I read it all and put
some of the things in the Chris tian let ters that I write.

M.H. Story City, IA
Thank you for all the work and the ded i ca tion you give to 
the Morn ing Glory – it’s al ways been a bless ing to me.

L. E. Red Wing, MN 
Thank you so much con tin u ing the Morn ing Glory.  I
look for ward to read ing it ev ery month.

J. & G. Y. Web ster, SD
We’re en clos ing a check for $… in mem ory of Edwin
Stensland who went to be with the Lord on Feb ru ary 12th, 
2016

Edwin was an in spi ra tion to us and we miss him a lot, but
we know he is in Heaven with Je sus and that we’ll see
him again one day.

May God Bless you im mensely.

K. R. S. Amery, WI
En closed find a me mo rial gift in mem ory of my hus band, 
John who en tered his Eter nal home on Jan u ary 17th,
2016.  We both en joyed reading the Morn ing Glory.

N. F. Rudd, IA
En closed is a check to help you con tinue your in spir ing
min is try.  

Thanks for all you’re do ing for our be loved United States 
of Amer ica!

The Folly of Flattery
By Louis Al bert Banks 

In Wind sor Cas tle there was a suite of rooms for the
use of Queen Vic to ria’s Chap lain.  A pri vate pas sage con -
nected the chap lain’s study with the Queen’s apart ment,
and she fre quently re paired there to con sult him on im -
por tant mat ters.  

One day as the Queen was re turn ing to her apart ment
af ter an in ter view, a par rot called out some words in a
cross tone of voice from its cage in the pas sage.  Fail ing
to un der stand the sounds, the Queen turned to the chap -
lain and asked, “What is the par rot say ing?”

With much em bar rass ment he re plied, “IF you
please, Your Maj esty, I would rather not re peat it.”

“But what was it?” she said.
“Some thing I fear Your Maj esty will not like; there -

fore, I hope Your Maj esty will ex cuse me from tell ing it.”
The Queen’s cu ri os ity was now thor oughly aroused. 

She said, “Come, I in sist.”
The chap lain bowed low and made an swer: “Since

Your Maj esty in sists, the par rot said, ‘Go along, you ugly 
old woman!’”

Queen Vic to ria laughed heart ily as she said, “Well, I
am glad that there is at least one voice in the king dom
which is not afraid to tell me what it thinks of me.” 

Many preach ers of our day are mak ing the fa tal blun -
der of preach ing to peo ple a Gos pel out of which is care -
fully erad i cated the sharp, keen sword of God’s Word,
which would pierce the con sciences of their hear ers and
con vict them of sin.

There never was a time when there was more need of
Na than’s ex am ple in deal ing with Da vid, when he de -
scribed the sin and aroused the sin ner and looked him
straight in the eye and said, “Thou art the man” (II Sam.
12:7)!

Sword of the Lord
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HISTORY 

“His tory fails to re cord a pre ce dent in which na -
tions sub ject to moral de cay have not passed into 
po lit i cal and eco nomic de cline.  There has been

ei ther a spir i tual awak en ing to over come the
moral lapse or a pro gres sive de te ri o ra tion to ul ti -

mate na tional di sas ter.”

Gen eral Douglas Mac Ar thur 
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

Three Networks Slant News to Liberal
Bias!

A me dia watch dog has re leased its year-long study
that tracked eve ning news cast in 2015.

ABC, CBS, and NBC to taled more than 300 hours
of news cov er age in 2015 with sto ries on crime, ter ror -
ism and weather, at tract ing heavy at ten tion.

Ac cord ing to Rich Noyse at the Me dia Re search
Cen ter, how ever, the MRC anal y sis re vealed that many
im por tant sto ries re ceived lit tle at ten tion.

For ex am ple, the un der cover Planned Par ent hood
vid eos got only 25 min utes of cov er age while
same-gen der “mar riage,” bol stered by a U. S. Su preme
Court de ci sion, re ceived two hours and 11 min utes.

“But that was some thing where the me dia, clearly
from the tone of their cov er age, wanted to cel e brate it
and pro mote it,” Noyse says of the mar riage is sue. …

OneNewsNow.com

Remember This?

When he ap peared at the U.N. and banged his shoe
on the po dium?

QUOTE: 
“Your chil dren’s chil dren will live un der com mu -

nism.  You Amer i cans are so gull ible.  No, you won’t ac -
cept com mu nism out right; but we’ll keep feed ing you
small doses of So cial ism un til you will fi nally wake up
and find that you al ready have com mu nism.  We won’t
have to fight you; We’ll so weaken your Econ omy, un til 
you fall like over ripe fruit into our hands.” 

Nikita Khrushchev, 9/29/1959

Pope To Join Lutherans In Celebrating
500th Anniversary Of The Reformation

The Vat i can has an nounced Pope Fran cis will travel
to Lund, Swe den, for a joint ec u men i cal com mem o ra -
tion at the start of the 500th An ni ver sary of the Ref or ma -
tion.  The one-day event, Oc to ber 31, 2016, will be held
in the Lund ca the dral. The joint-ser vice, spon sored by
the Lu theran World Fed er a tion, will be at tended by Lu -
ther ans, Cath o lics and var i ous other Chris tian de nom i -
na tions.  The wor ship ser vice will fol low a joint
doc u ment en ti tled “From Con flict to Com mu nion,”
which fo cuses on the themes of thanksgiving, re pen -
tance and com mit ment to com mon wit ness.

Ed i tor’s Note: This is one event ev ery or tho dox,
evan gel i cal, Bi ble-be liev ing Lu theran will want to be
sure to miss!  It is a to tal sell out of the Ref or ma tion.  
Lu ther must be spin ning in his grave!  Not a sin gle theo -
log i cal is sue that brought about the Ref or ma tion has
been changed or re dressed by the Ro man Cath o lic
Church. 

The Vine and Branches 

Ken Ham Wins Major Victory In Court
Worth Millions 

Ken Ham sued Ken tucky af ter state of fi cials de nied
his new at trac tion, the Ark En coun ter, the right to par tic -
i pate in the sales tax tour ism in cen tive that could be
worth up to $1.8 mil lion.  In Jan u ary, how ever, a fed eral
judge ruled that Ken tucky of fi cials had vi o lated the
group’s First Amend ment rights by de ny ing its par tic i -
pa tion in the state’s sales tax pro gram.  The tax in cen tive 
pro gram re funds a por tion of the sales tax col lected
from those who vol un tarily choose to buy a ticket to
tour the Ark En coun ter.

The Ark En coun ter, a theme park with a life-sized
rep lica of Noah’s Ark, which cost over $90 mil lion to
con struct, is set to open July 7 in Williams town, KY. 
The open ing date, 7/7, co in cides with Gen e sis 7:7,
which de scribes Noah and his fam ily en ter ing the Ark.

Ham also stated that ini tially the Ark En coun ter will 
be open 40 days and 40 nights be fore go ing to its nor mal 
sched ule on Au gust 15.  Ham ex pects the park, which
will ac com mo date up to 16,000 peo ple, to be filled daily 
the first few weeks af ter it opens.  That is why they will
op er ate 24 hours a day for the first 40 days.

Information from christianpost.com,1/26/16

Declaration Of Independence 

“But when a long train of abuses and usur pa tions,
pur su ing in vari ably the same Ob ject evinces a de sign to
re duce them un der ab so lute Des po tism, it is their right,
it is their duty, to throw off  such Gov ern ment, and to
pro vide view Guards for their fu ture.”

Thomas Jefferson 

Hats Off To Schuler’s Bakery!

The owner of Schuler’s Bak ery in Spring field,
Ohio, re cently posted the fol low ing sign on the front



door of his shop:
NOTICE 

This store is po lit i cally in cor rect. WE SAY MERRY
CHRISTMAS, GOD BLESS AMERICA, WE SALUTE
OUR FLAG & GIVE THANKS TO OUR TROOPS,
POLICE OFFICERS AND FIRE FIGHTERS.   IF THIS
OFFENDS YOU, YOU ARE WELCOME TO LEAVE.  

IN GOD WE TRUST 

Schuler’s BAKERY, Trent A. Schuler –
CEO/OWNER

The Vine and Branches, Midwinter 2016 Issue 1

PBS Panel Calls Ted Cruz And His
Father “Satanic”

Dur ing a re cent tele cast of The News Hour, led by
Judy Wood ruff on PBS, two mem bers of the panel, Da vid 
Brooks and Da vid Corn, con cluded that Ted Cruz and his
fa ther, Rafael, were ‘sa tanic.”  Pan el ist Da vid Brooks
said, “Cruz is some how be gin ning to get some mo men -
tum from Iowa and else where.  And so peo ple are ei ther
mim ick ing him, which Rubio is do ing a lit tle by adopt ing 
some of the dark and sa tanic tones that Cruz has…It is an
ugly world in Ted Cruz’s world.”

Da vid Corn was even more caus tic when he said,
“Well, ac tu ally, if you go to a speech from his dad, who is
a pas tor, evan gel i cal Rafael Cruz, it ac tu ally is sa tanic. 
He – I watched a speech in which he said Sa tan was be -
hind the Su preme Court de ci sion to le gal ize gay mar -
riage.”

The Vine and Branches, Midwinter 2016 Issue 1

Ed i tor’s Note: See Mat thew 5:11, Luke 6:22, 1 Pe ter 
4:14, “If the world hates you, you know that it ha ted Me
be fore, it hated you” John 15:18.  “Yes, and all who de -
sire to live godly in Christ Je sus will suf fer per se cu -
tion.” II Tim o thy 3:12.

The ‘spir i tual war fare’ is def i nitely in ten si fy ing and
also hav ing its ef fect in the sec u lar world!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

THE BIBLE 
“There is no such thing in all the Bi ble as an ab stract

doc trine, some thing which is to be held headwise and not
heartwise as a mere mat ter of opin ion and con tro versy in -
stead of ac tion and life.  These are great and se ri ous de -
mands.

We are liv ing our one only earthly life, and we can not 
af ford to be the vic tims of mere tra di tion or of a mere phi -
los o phy.  We are glad and con fi dent, there fore, that the

great facts – his tor i cal and ver i fi able facts – which form
the sub stance of the Chris tian faith and out of which its
doc trines grow were not trans acted in a cor ner.  Sub mit -
ting to the au thor ity of the Bi ble, we are able to give a
rea son for the hope that is in us.”

C. I. Scofield

How Large the Uni verse 

How vast is God’s uni verse?  Pre tend the earth were
a grape or mar ble.  In pro por tion, the sun would be the
size of a beachball and would be 163 yards away – a lit tle
less than the length of two foot ball fields.  

The larg est planet in our so lar sys tem, Ju pi ter, would
be about the size of a grape fruit; and it would be about
five blocks up the road.  What about the near est star?  In
our scaled-down uni verse, the near est star would still be
twenty-four thou sand miles away.

If the earth were a grape, the Milky Way, re duced to a 
pro por tion ate size, would still be fifty-five bil lion miles
wide.  And the uni verse is filled with other gal ax ies. 
Who can imag ine the size of the uni verse?

Selected.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“If any man will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and follow

Me”  Mathew 16:24

Only a lit tle while 

Of walk ing with weary feet 

Pa tiently over the thorny way 

That leads to the golden 

street. 

Suf fer if God shall will 

And work for Him while we 

may, 

From Cal vary’s cross to Zion’s 

crown 

Is only a lit tle way.

Maria P. A. Crozier 
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“Deal bountifully with Thy servant, That I may live and 
keep Thy word.  Open my eyes, that I may behold

wonderful things from Thy Law.  I am a stranger in the 
earth; Do not hide Thy commandments from me.” 

(Ps. 119:17-19)
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Sin and the Sense of Sin 
(Con tinued from the April is sue of the Morn ing Glory)

Here was one of the no blest char ac ters among the cul -
tured and re li giously-minded Jews of that time.  Ev ery -
thing that we read about this man in the New Tes ta ment
shows this to be true.

He co mes for a con ver sa tion with Je sus about a ques -
tion which is ag i tat ing his soul more pro foundly than any -
thing else.  How ever, what he re ally in tended to say we have 
not been per mit ted to learn, for be fore he had fin ished his in -
tro duc tion Je sus in ter rupted him with these words; ”Ver ily,
ver ily, I say unto thee, Ex cept one be born anew he can not
see the king dom of God.  That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and flesh can not en ter into the king dom of God.” 

Cer tainly Je sus’ hard words to the Sa mar i tan woman
had no stron ger ef fect upon her than these words about the
new birth had upon Nicodemus.  

Nicodemus was a Jew, and was there fore in pos ses -
sion of the prom ises and of the cov e nant.  He no doubt ex -
pected, as did his peo ple, that when God fi nally did send
the Mes siah, the cho sen peo ple would en ter into the king -
dom, while the en e mies of that peo ple would re ceive their
pun ish ment through the Mes si anic judg ment.  In
Nicodemus this con vic tion was the more firmly rooted be -
cause he be longed to that group within the cho sen peo ple,
the Phar i sees, which ad hered most strictly to the law of
God and took this law most se ri ously.  Among these,
again, Nicodemus oc cu pied a par tic u larly high po si tion;
he had been cho sen to their su preme coun cil.  More over,
Nicodemus was a sin cere Phar i see, as ev ery thing we read
about him in the New Tes ta ment in di cates.

Now Je sus tells him, with out in any way veil ing His
words, that all his god li ness and mo ral ity in no wise en ti -
tles him to any hope of en ter ing into the king dom of God. 
Here again Je sus thrusts the sword of His Word di rectly
into a vi tal spot.  By a sin gle flash of truth He shows this
pi ous Is ra el ite his sin ful ness and de prav ity of soul.  He
even up braids him that he, a teacher of Is rael, does not
know this, of which even the proph ets have spo ken, from
Isa iah to John the Bap tist.

How this pointed truth af fected Nicodemus at the mo -
ment we are not told.  Later we hear that he be came a be -
liever and was saved – saved also from his fear of men,
with the re sult that he who first came to Je sus in the dark -
ness of night cou ra geously took upon him self not only the
re proach but also the risk of be ing one of the dis ci ples of
Je sus at a time when they had all fled (John 19:39-42).  We
all, no doubt, agreed that it was the truth which Je sus spoke 
to him in that mid night hour which be came the means of
his sal va tion.

As a third il lus tra tion of how Je sus preached about sin
I shall men tion the ac count of the rich young ruler (Mark

10:17-22).  Here, more over, we see Je sus in the pres ence
of a young man.

This young man had heard Je sus and had v ery ev i -
dently been gripped by His mes sage.  Now he co mes to Je -
sus and asks, “What shall I do that I may in herit eter nal
life?”  Je sus an swers him by ask ing him if he is not fa mil -
iar with the law.  It is very ap par ent that the young man
now be came quite dis ap pointed.  He had quite ev i dently
ex pected to hear some thing en tirely dif fer ent from Je sus
than this.  So he re plies: “I have kept the com mand ments
from my youth.”

Let us now note that the man spoke the truth, as the an -
swer of Je sus in di cates.  More over, we are even told that
Je sus looked upon him and loved him.  The young man
had kept the com mand ments of God from his youth, as he
had been taught them by his re li gious lead ers.   If he had
lived in our day, he would have been called a Chris tian by
vir tue of his child hood train ing, or a “bap tized and con -
firmed” Chris tian, as they are fre quently des ig nated.   

What does Je sus then do with this young man who has 
been hon est and pi ous from his ear li est youth?  Again He
thrusts the sword of His Word into the most ten der spot in
the young man’s soul.  Go, sell ev ery thing you have; then
come back and we shall con tinue our con ver sa tion, is the
coun sel that Je sus gives him.

There he stands with his sin ful heart bared be fore Je -
sus.  In a flash he has been given to see the na ture of his
love to ward God and his neigh bor.  He is rich, but loves his 
pos ses sions more than God.  That he has grasped and be -
come in wardly con vinced of the truth of Je sus’ words, is
ap par ent from the clos ing re mark: “And he went away sor -
row ful.”  If he had not felt the truth of Je sus’ words, he
would not have gone away grieved.   

Let us now note care fully what had hap pened.  Je sus
had preached the young man away.  And He let him go. 
He made no at tempt to lower the re quire ments con tained
in His strong ex hor ta tion to the young man.

Je sus wanted him to face the facts.  He wanted to show 
him the will of God in such a way that the man would see
his real sin, the self ish ness and will ful ness of his own
heart.  And when He had suc ceeded in do ing this, He
wanted the man to go away con victed of sin – if he would
not yield and obey the words of Je sus.  Je sus wanted to
send him away bound within. Then he him self would have
to fight out the bat tle with the truth of which he had been
con vinced by Je sus.  Un til this bat tle had been fought out
Je sus could not help him.  Did he come back?  Noth ing is
said to that ef fect.  How ever, and of that we are glad, noth -
ing is said to in di cate that he did not come back ei ther. 

The Christian Life, by O. Hallesby, Ph.D., Augsburg
Publishing House, Copyright – 1934, Permission Granted



The Way of Faith
“For we walk by faith, not by sight.”  

II Co rin thi ans 5:7

The way of faith is not the way of sight.  It is not
look ing for ev i dences, ei ther in our own feel ings or in the 
cir cum stances that at tend us.  

The way of faith is not the way of ef fort.  Real faith is
con fi dence in God that He is work ing on our be half.  In -
stead of bring ing worry and ef fort into our hearts, it
brings rest.  

The way of faith is the way of re li ance upon the char -
ac ter and prom ise of An other – upon God and His Word. 
Faith looks to God to work as He has said He would and
re fuses to un der take for it self, ex cept to ful fill those con -
di tions that God may have laid down with His prom ise.  

In deed the larg est part of faith’s strug gle of ten is to
keep from in ter fer ing on its own be half.  Un be lief will
not wait for God to work but must rush ahead to help it -
self.  Thus it fails to re ceive from God, for He works, “for 
him that waiteth for him” (Ed. Not only pa tience, BUT
expectance)! Isa iah 64:4

Faith is will ing to en dure trial and to wait long if
need be.  It knows that He is “faith ful who has prom ised” 
He brews 11:11 and “though (the vi sion) tarry, wait for it; 
be cause it will surely come” Hab. 2:3.   

The way of faith is God’s way with His peo ple.  He
has no other (Heb. 11:6).  He who is in fi nite and trust wor -
thy asked that we trust Him.  Could He ask less?  When
our Lord Je sus was on earth, He al ways asked to be be -
lieved.  He re joiced at faith but was as ton ished at un be lief 
(Mark 6:6, 3:5).   

Hyman Appelman

An Un hin dered Gos pel 

Les sons from Acts 28:30 – 31

Dear Pas tor (& Friends) 

As  (GOD through) Luke closes out his nar ra tive in
the book of Acts, he tells us that Paul, even un der  house
ar rest for two years, con tin ued preach ing “the king dom
of God teach ing the things which con cern the Lord Je sus
Christ.”

He does this with con fi dence, know ing that God will
per mit His Word to “ac com plish what He sends it forth to 
do.” (Ed. Isa iah 55:10-11)  All this builds our faith and
en cour ages us to con tinue in the min is try to which God
has called us.  

But in this ar ti cle, I want to point you to the very last
word Luke uses: “akolutos.”  The Greek word “akolutos” 

lit er ally means “un hin dered.”  Dif fer ent trans la tions
ren der it “no man for bid ding him’ (KJV), “no one for bid -
ding him” (NKLV), and “un hin dered” (NASV).  The lit -
eral trans la tion “un hin dered” gives great mean ing.

The Gos pel mes sage had over come all the ob sta cles
that had tried to de stroy and dis tort it through out the book 
of Acts.  The Gos pel had over come threats from the San -
hed rin (Act 4:13-22), the lies of Ananias and Sapphira
(Acts 5:11-11), the apos tles’ per se cu tion (Acts 5:17-42),
di vi sion within the body (Acts 6:1-8), and more.  The re -
cord con tin ues through the book of Acts to re flect the
power of the Gos pel over all bar ri ers, per sonal, geo -
graph ical, fi nan cial, po lit i cal, etc.

When Luke closes his his tor i cal ac count he tells the
read ers that the Gos pel is stron ger than any power that
would come against it.  

The last word “un hin dered” also lets us know the
Gos pel be ing car ried to the na tions, works best in free -
dom – free dom to share the Gos pel (un hin dered) with
those in our own na tion, but also free dom to send mis -
sion ar ies to other na tions.

Join me in pray ing for an “un hin dered gos pel.”

Sincerely, Bert Harper, Director of Marriage, Family,
and Pastoral Ministries, American Family Association,

1/16/2016

Soothing Words

The Jew ish na tion was on the brink of an in va sion
that would soon de stroy it and send most of its in hab it -
ants into ex ile.  And yet few wanted to hear what Ezekiel
had to say, for his mes sage warned of God’s im pend ing
judg ment.

In stead, they wanted to lis ten to proph ets who de -
clared sooth ing words tell ing them that Ezekiel was
wrong and soon the na tion would ex pe ri ence peace.

A mul ti tude of talk show gu rus prom ise the same
thing.  Some may have value – but many are like the false 
proph ets and charm mer chants of Ezekiel’s day.  Don’t
be mis led, and don’t be de ceived! 

In stead, build your life on the truth God has given
us in His Word. 

This is what the Sov er eign Lord says: I am
against your magic charms with which you en snare
peo ple. Ezekiel 13:20.

Wisdom For Each Day, Billy Graham; Mfd. For ©
2011 DaySpring Cards, Inc.
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THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT 
“And the sword of the Spirit, which is 

the Word of God.”   Ephe sians 6:17

A Chris tian with a mite of spir i tual un der stand ing
knows how of ten one is tempted to use his Chris tian ity,
his sanc ti fi ca tion, his pi ety, and his many years in the
school of God as a sword.  We are of the opin ion that all
we have ex pe ri enced of God’s help shall strike the en -
emy down, time af ter time; how ever, we have to learn
anew, that this metal is much too soft for Sa tan’s flinty
neck. 

The only sword which is of any ac count is the Word
of God; but it must be in the hands of the Spirit.  It is not
the mouth, nor the mem ory, which is to wield the sword,
but the Spirit.  Many a Chris tian strikes with Scrip ture
pas sages to the right and the left be cause he has a good
mem ory; in a de bate he may win the ar gu ment.  How -
ever, no one must think for a mo ment that Sa tan is
fright ened by this.

The devil has no re spect for the Word of God which
reaches only to the brain.  He him self knows the Bi ble
on his fin ger tips, but it avails him noth ing.  But when he
meets a spir i tual Chris tian who has been em pow ered by
the Word, he re treats.  There is a won der ful met tle in
God’s Word; this is true also when it is placed in the
hands of a saved sin ner.

It is there fore of ut most im por tance for us to have the
con tents of God’s Word – the power of the gos pel and the
se cret of sal va tion – wo ven into the very fi ber of our in -
ner be ing.  Then these be come liv ing re al i ties in our soul.

The wise and proper way to use the Word of God is
with a prayer ful and hum ble mind. Then we go straight
through the let ter and into God’s eter nal power. 

To study the Scrip tures ac cord ing to the lat est meth -
ods and the best rules may be use ful.  But there will be
no sword in the hand of the Spirit un less there is a mind
that is sub mis sive and prayer ful.

“The let ter killeth, but the Spirit giv eth life.”
It does not de pend upon how much we read; it is

more im por tant that our spirit co mes to rest in the Word.
Then we learn to med i tate upon God’s law; then the
mind is filled with the will of God; then we un der stand
sal va tion and God’s pur pose for our lives.  Then will
come to pass this won der ful thing that the Spirit touches
our spirit.  

Then a Chris tian learns to use the sword in bat tle.  
He who has noth ing else for spir i tual nour ish ment

than news pa pers and nov els will be come like a news pa -
per and a novel.  He who uses the Scrip tures in the right
man ner will re ceive more and more of the spirit and
power of the Bi ble in his life.

He is like a tree planted by rivers of wa ter.   
In our day we have so many oc ca sions to hear the

Word ex pounded by oth ers, and have so many Chris tian
books and pa pers in our homes.  Con se quently, we are
so eas ily tempted to lay the Bi ble it self aside.  

If our souls sub sist more on re li gious pe ri od i cals,
books and ser mons than on the Word of God it self, it
will soon be seen that we are in no con di tion to go into
bat tle   In the most dif fi cult en coun ters our Chris tian ity
will show it self to be im per sonal.  We have yielded too
much to hu man opin ions, and our Chris tian per son is
made up of ma te rial that has come from oth ers. 

As far as it goes it is good to re ceive in struc tion
from oth ers; but it is not far enough.  An other per son’s
knowl edge of the Word of God is not suf fi cient for me,
be cause I am in many ways un like him.  If I do not find
my own way to the Bi ble, some thing in me will suf fer. 
If we have ac cus tomed our selves to nour ish our souls by 
the hand of an other we shall of ten find our selves stand -
ing by a dried up creek-bed while the mighty river flows
right past our door; we die of thirst be cause we have not
learned to drink from this in ex haust ible source. 

Un der such cir cum stances it is easy to lose the
sword!

Many peo ple ex cuse them selves by say ing that the
Bi ble is so hard to un der stand when they read it; but
when it is ex plained by oth ers, they un der stand it.  

Sure, this ex cuse would be worth a great deal if it
de pended upon how far we can get into God’s Word
with our un der stand ing.  But it is not so.  Many a per son
with a clear un der stand ing of God’s Word has a dull
sword, and loses in the bat tle.  On the other hand, there
are many who do not have a great un der stand ing of the
Word and who have dif fi culty in ex press ing their opin -
ion; but they have the power of the Word in such a way
that they go from vic tory to vic tory, be cause the Spirit
has sanc ti fied the Word for them.  They have learned to
sing and pray with the hymn writer:

Thy Word is like an ar mory, 
Where sol diers may re pair, 
And find for life’s long bat tle-day, 
All need ful weap ons there.  

O may I find my ar mor there, 
Thy Word my trusty sword; 
I’ll learn to fight with ev ery foe
The bat tle of the Lord.

It is for this rea son that a hum ble mother who lives
in the back woods and who has had lit tle con tact with
learn ing can wield the sword of the Spirit more ef fec -
tively than the most learned theo lo gian and the ablest



preacher. 
No one else but God could pro vide such a sal va tion. 

Je sus must have had this in mind when he said: “I thank
thee, O Fa ther, Lord of heaven and earth be cause thou
hast hid these things from the wise and pru dent, and hast
re vealed them unto babes.  Even so, Fa ther; for so it
seemed good in thy sight.”

Sol diers of Christ!  Do not lose your sword!

Our gen er a tion has a crit i cal and know-it-all at ti tude; 
this con ta gion has also af fected the peo ple of God.  We
want to un der stand ev ery thing, and we are loathe to be -
lieve any thing be yond our un der stand ing.  From many a
pul pit and lec tern faith is more and more dis cred ited.  

We who are Chris tians may find our selves with out
swords some day.  If we would avert such a trag edy we
must make dil i gent use of the Bi ble; we must learn to find 
our way to God through the Word.  Then no one shall be
able to take the Word from us, for we have found and re -
ceive that which the Word prom ised.

Then shall the host of God
Tri um phant be in bat tle.

Taken from Spirit and Power, by Ludvig Hope,
Copyright – 1959  – Hauge Lutheran Innermission

Federation

Ed i tor’s Note: How you and I need the Holy Spirit’s
en light en ment to cor rectly un der stand the BIBLE!  “Be -
hold, the days are com ing,’ says the LORD GOD,
‘That I will send a fam ine on the land, Not a fam ine of
bread, Nor a thirst for wa ter, But of hear ing the words 
of the LORD.  They shall wan der from sea to sea, And
from north to east; They shall run to and fro, seek ing
the word of the LORD, But shall not find it’ ” Amos
8:11-12.  BECAUSE (In my opin ion) the WORD will be
(is be ing) ‘adul ter ated’ (wa tered-down); which is fore -
told in God’s Holy In spired Book, the BIBLE!

Look for Op por tu nities 

“Sir, I have no man, when the water is
troubled, to put me into the pool.”  John 5:7

What thought ful per son has ever read the story of the
help less man who had lain so long at the pool and not
found him self think ing, I would have done it?  But are we 
re ally look ing for such op por tu ni ties and tak ing ad van -
tage of them?

A cou ple in Den ver, Col o rado told of go ing out of cu -
ri os ity to a meet ing con ducted by Evan ge list Billy
Sunday.  When the in vi ta tion was given, they looked at

each other ques tion ingly, then shook their heads.
As they turned later to leave, a woman be hind them

said, “You will never again find it as easy as it would
have been to night.”  Star tled, the cou ple de manded to
know what she meant and why she had said it.   

She an swered, “Oh, I just felt it was true and that I
should tell you.”

 The wife looked fright ened and said to her hus band,
“There is some thing more be hind this than that, whether
or not she knows it.  We are be ing no ti fied that this is our
last chance; let’s take it!”  

An usher was able to find Mr. Sunday for them; and
be fore they left him, they knew that their names were
writ ten down in Glory.

I read the tes ti mony of a man who had been about to
take a train when he was half drunk.  A deaf man came up
to him and, tak ing a piece of pa per from his pocket, wrote 
on it, “Je sus is my Sav iour.  He helps me ev ery day.  Read 
John 3:16.”

Ob vi ously the Holy Spirit was speak ing to the drunk
man, for he be came so ea ger to find out what John 3:16
was that he went to two houses and asked for a Bi ble be -
fore he found one.   

He spent that night in an old shed down by the river,
not able to get the two mes sages out of his mind.  Now he
too is able to say as did the deaf mute, “Je sus is my Sav -
iour.  He helps me ev ery day.” 

God can use the least gifted, if we lis ten for His
lead ing.  Let us bring the needy ones to Him!

Selected

Guilty as Charged!

Glad stone said strong drink was “more de struc tive
than war, pes ti lence and fam ine.”

Sir Wilfred Law son said it was “the devil in so lu -
tion.” 

Abra ham Lin coln said it was  ”a can cer in hu man so -
ci ety, eat ing out its vi tals and threat en ing its de struc tion.”

Rob ert Hall said it was “dis tilled dam na tion.”
Lord Ches ter field said it was “an art ist in hu man

slaugh ter.”
Ruskin said it was “the most crim i nal and ar tis tic

method of as sas si na tion ever in vented by the bra vos of
any age or na tion.” 

Gen eral Pershing said, “Drunk en ness has killed
more men than all of his tory’s wars.”

Rob ert E. Lee said, “My ex pe ri ence through life has
con vinced me that ab sti nence from spir i tu ous li quors is
the best safe guard to mor als and health.”

Pres i dent Taft said “He who drinks is de lib er ately
dis qual i fy ing him self for ad vance ment.” – Selected

13



14

A Touch Is Greater Than a “Text”
By Ted Camp 

In this gen er a tion of tech nol ogy, it seems the per -
sonal touch is miss ing.  As one said, “I’m tired of
Facebook; I want a face look.”  Some have learned that
you can have thou sands of Facebook friends and still be
lonely.

In 1979 AT&T said, “Reach out and touch some -
one.”  To day, it is, Reach out and text some one.”  We
need to realize that there is no sub sti tute for a touch and
be ing there when needed.

A boy was de clin ing in health.  One com pas sion ate
nurse said some kind words and hugged him.  She no -
ticed he perked up.  She did this on each visit.  The doc -
tor was amazed at the boy’s im prove ment and asked,
“What made the dif fer ence?”

The nurse said, “He seems to im prove with love and 
hugs.”

The doc tor pre scribed, “Give more love and hugs.”
There are many who need this pre scrip tion.  Ev ery -

one needs to be loved and hugged some times – ev ery -
one!

One girl was play ing and called to her dad, “Come
out and play with me.  I am alone”

He said, “Not now; I am busy.  But re mem ber, you
are not alone; the Lord is with you.”

She said, “I know, but I want some one with skin that 
I can touch.”

A touch means more than a text.  Some one needs
you!  It seems that iPhones, cell phones and smart
phones are now 24/7/365 and in con stant con trol of our
lives.  Well, it could be time to put down your iPad,
smart phone cell phone, Facebook, e-mails, texting; un -
plug your ear phones and reach out and touch some one.

“Of some have com pas sion, mak ing a dif fer ence”
(Jude 22).  At this time, can you think  of some one
whom you need to reach out and touch – some one in a
nurs ing home or hos pi tal, some one who is a shut-in, in -
valid, or liv ing alone; some one fac ing a trag edy, health
is sue, dis cour age ment, dis ap point ment, bro ken home,
or a bro ken heart? 

Has the Lord touched your heart to touch some one?  
“But whoso hath this world’s goods, and seeth his
brother have need, and shutteth up his bow els (heart)
of com pas sion from him, how dwelleth the love of God
in him?”  (1 John 3:17).  

Do you see or know some one who needs you? 
Reach out and touch some one.  Do it now!  To mor row
could be too late.  Don’t have re grets later!  If you reach
out and touch some one, you will be glad you did.  So
will that per son, and so will the Lord.                       Se lected

Four Ways to Look 

(Please read Psalm 77:1-15) 

I will con sider all your works and med i tate on all
your mighty deeds. V. 12.

Joan was strug gling with some dif fi cult is sues with
her chil dren when she sat down for a wor ship ser vice. 
Ex hausted, she wanted to ‘re sign” from moth er hood. 
Then the speaker be gan to share en cour age ment for
those who felt like quit ting.  These four thoughts that
Joan heard that morn ing helped her to keep go ing:

Look up and pray.  Asaph prayed all night long and
even ex pressed feel ings that God had for got ten and re -
jected him (Ps. 77:9-10).  We can tell God ev ery thing
and be hon est about our feel ings.  We can ask Him any -
thing.  His an swer may not come right away or in the
form we want or ex pect, but He won’t crit i cize us for
ask ing. 

Look back and re mem ber what God has done in
the past for you and oth ers.  Asaph did n’t talk to God
only about the pain; he also re called God’s power and
mighty works for him and God’s peo ple.  He wrote, I
will re mem ber the deeds of the LORD; yes, I will re -
mem ber your mir a cle of long ago” (v. 11).

Look for ward.  Think about the good that might
come out of the sit u a tion.  What might you learn?  What
might God want to do?  What do you know He will do
be cause His ways are per fect? (v. 13).  

Look again.  This time look at your cir cum stances
with eyes of faith.  Re mind your self that He is the God
of great won ders and can be trusted (v. 14). 

May these ideas help us gain per spec tive and keep
mov ing in our faith jour ney with Je sus.

Our prob lems are op por tu ni ties to dis cover
God’s so lu tions.

Our Daily Bread Ministries, © Copyright – 2015-16,
Grand Rapid, MI ,Used with permission.

A Four-year-old

A four-year-old was pray ing one

night, hav ing been lis ten ing at

church: “And for give us our trash

bas kets as we for give those who put

trash in our bas kets.”



What Christians Can Learn from
PIRANHAS

Do You Build Up Oth ers or Tear Them Down?

By Cary Schmidt 

When your jour ney on earth is com plete and your
time co mes to a close, what will you leave be hind in re -
gards to your re la tion ships?  Will you have spent more
time build ing up or tear ing down?  Ed ifying or
demonizing?  En cour ag ing or dis cour ag ing?

The Bi ble warns us in Galatians 5:15, “But if ye bite
and de vour one an other, take heed that ye be not con -
sumed one of an other.”   God’s Word warns us re peat edly 
against de vour ing each other, be cause it’s easy to fall into 
this trap.  We of ten mask our slan der as “con cern” or
“stand ing for what’s right” when in re al ity, we sim ply
have a crit i cal spirit. 

In re al ity… is our pride, in se cu rity, envy, jeal ously,
and ar ro gance more abun dant than our love, en cour age -
ment, and hap pi ness for oth ers?  When we stand be fore
God, will all the fin gers we pointed at oth ers be pointed
back at us, ex pos ing hy poc risy, self-righ teous ness, ar ro -
gance and blind ness?  To say it sim ply, will our time on
earth have been dom i nated by de vour ing or by de vel op -
ing oth ers?

This thought brought to mind the ways of a pi ra -
nha—a reg u lar fish that ra bidly de vours.  The more I un -
der stand pi ra nhas, the more I DON’T want to be one. 
What can we learn from a reg u lar fish that is bent on de -
struc tion?  Let’s take a look…

TRUE FACTS ABOUT PIRANHAS 

1. Pi ra nhas are just reg u lar lit tle fish that hap pen to
have sharp teeth.

“There is a gen er a tion, whose teeth are as swords,
and their jaw teeth as knives, to de vour” (Prov erbs
30:14)

“There is one that speaketh like the piercings of a
sword; but the tongue of the wise is health.” (Prov erbs
12:18).

“Death and life are in the power of the tongue…….”
(Prov erbs 18:21).

2. Pi ra nhas school to gether, not to co op er ate for
strength, but in fear and in se cu rity.

“For ye are yet car nal; for whereas there is among
you en vy ing, and strife, and di vi sions, are ye not car -
nal?” (1Cor. 3:3).

3. They at tack more vi o lently when food is scarce
and wa ter lev els are low.

“For all seek their own, not the things which are Je -
sus Christ’s.” (Philippians 2:21).

4. Pi ra nhas of ten at tack prey they per ceive to be
phys i cally larger.

“Let us not be de sir ous of vain glory, pro vok ing one
an other, en vy ing one an other.”  (Galatians 5:26).

5. They can ni bal ize other pi ra nhas that are caught or
hooked.

“Brethren, if a man be over taken in a fault, ye which
are spir i tual, re store such a one in the spirit of meek ness;
con sid er ing thy self, lest thou also be tempted.” 
(Galatians 6:1).

6. Pi ra nhas at tack their weak and of ten wound each
other for dom i nance.  

“Now we ex hort you breth ren…com fort the fee ble -
minded, sup port the weak, be pa tient to ward all men.”
(I Thess. 5:14).

Sum mary: It is wise ad vice to not swim with pi ra -
nhas.  It’s even wiser not to be come one.  It’s wise to rec -
og nize we’re all just lit tle fish in a very large ocean of
souls and needy hearts.  It’s re ally silly to de vour each
other when in re al ity we need each other.  In an in creas -
ingly darker world, peo ple can not af ford to de vour each
other.  When oth ers choose to bite and de vour like a pi ra -
nhas, choose to swim away rather than be drawn into the
con flict. 

Faith for Life, Spring Edition, 2016

God’s Count

I counted dol lars while God counted crosses.

I counted gains while He counted losses.

I counted my worth by the things gained in store.

But He sized me up by the scars that I bore.

I cov eted hon ors and sought for de grees;

He wept as He counted the hours on my knees.

And I never knew ‘til one day at a grave 

How vain are these things that we spend life to
save!

Selected

Who Needs GOD???

Who needs GOD when … “So cial ism” is on the ho -
ri zon and ris ing, as the Gov ern ment will sup ply ev ery -
one’s need at some one else’s ex pense???  (It seems
many peo ple un der 30 years of age are more in ter ested in 
this)!
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HAUGE BIBLE CONFERENCE

(An nual Con fer ence) 

AT

St. Paul’s Free Lu theran Church
2802 12th. St. S, 
Fargo, ND 58103

Pas tor Mi cah Hjermstad, Host Pas tor

June 24 – 26, 2016 
(Fri day eve. thru Sunday noon) 

THEME:
“Build ing & Bat tling”

Based On
Nehemiah & Jude 3

Fri day Eve ning

7 p.m. – Evang. & Pas tor Willmore Gundersen,
Fergus Falls, MN .  Re fresh ments following

Sat ur day 

9 a.m. - Prayer Time

9:30 a.m. – Cof fee & Re fresh ments

10:10 a.m. – (Busi ness man/Farmer) Mr. Mar low
Nash, Colfax, ND

11:10 a.m. – Cir cuit Judge: Tim o thy Tingelstad,
Bemidji, MN 

Noon – Meal at Church, Free-will of fer ing 

1:15 p.m. – Pas tor Willmore Gundersen

2:10 p.m. – Cir cuit Judge, Tim o thy Tingelstad 

3:05 p.m. – Cof fee and Re fresh ments

3:30 p.m. – HLIF An nual Meet ing 

  HLIF Board Meet ing following

7:00 p.m. – Pas tor Willmore Gundersen 

Sunday

9:15 a.m. – Judge Tim o thy Tingelstad 

10:30 a.m. – Wor ship Ser vice – Pas tor Willmore
Gundersen 

WELCOME: One and All

Re gard less IF at tend ing or not: 
Please PRAY for Con fer ence.

It is ap pre ci ated to any one 
who can bring Re fresh ments

Up Date

WHAT THE HOLY SPIRIT PROMPTS, GOD
WILL PROVIDE! – Pro vided Obe di ence to His
Will! – Luke 6:38

With the up com ing elec tions in the USA and the
chaos of our world, it is cru cial that we be rooted in
the en dur ing truths of God’s pro phetic Word and that 
we keep a watch ful eye on the mo men tous events oc -
cur ring, es pe cially in the Mid dle East and beyond.
(We need to Walk Cir cum spectly).  

Your sup port in prayer and sup port for the
Lord’s Work in and through the Morn ing Glory and
the Hauge Lu theran Innermissioin Fed er a tion is
greatly ap pre ci ated.  Thank you for stand ing with us
to day as we forge ahead with this vi tal min is try –
seek ing to touch hearts and lives with the life-chang -
ing Good News of Je sus Christ while there is still
time.  Frankly, we are still lack ing fi nan cially.  We
are thank ful for ev ery one who gives to this min is try.

The cost of pub lish ing and mail ing the Morn ing
Glory each month is approx. $2,000.

March’s in come:  $2,590.00.


