
Courage Overcoming the World
Pas tor Ste ven Lombardo

“These things I have spo ken to you, so that in
Me you may have peace.  In the world you have
trib u la tion, but take cour age; I have over come
the world.” (John 16:33)

hen we think of the prom ises of God, we do not
usu ally re call this prom ise from Je sus.  But it is
a prom ise.  The word trans lated trib u la tion
means heavy af flic tion.  Je sus’ dis ci ples had

been prom ised peace, but here, He prom ised them trou -
ble.  One of the world’s pri mary char ac ter is tics is trou ble.  
Je sus would de part and the dis ci ples would face grief, ha -
tred, per se cu tion and pres sure.  But Je sus en cour aged His 
fol low ers to have cour age as a con tin u ing char ac ter is tic
of their lives.  And, pres ent day be liev ers in Christ need
the same en cour age ment.  We should not be sur prised
when tri als come into our lives, nor need we be come dis -
heart ened.  Je sus is our peace (Eph. 2:14), and through
Him and His sac ri fice at the cross we have peace with
God (Rom. 5:1) and the peace of God (Phil. 4:7).  In v. 33
above note the con trast be tween peace “in Me” and trib u -
la tion “in the world.”  

Charles Spurgeon, a prince of preach ers in the 19th

cen tury, sug gested these ac tions when we face trib u la -
tion: “Look up ward to your heav enly Fa ther, and be hold
Him pure and holy.  Do you know that you are one day to
be like Him?  Will you eas ily be con formed to His im -
age?  Will you not re quire much re fin ing in the fur nace of 
af flic tion to pu rify you?  Next, Chris tian, turn your eye
down ward.  Do you know what foes you have be neath
your feet?  You were once a ser vant of Sa tan, and no king

will will ingly lose his sub jects.  Do you think that Sa tan
will let you alone?  No, he will al ways be at you.  Ex pect
trou ble, there fore, Chris tian, when you look be neath
you…Then look around you.  Where are you?  You are in
an en emy’s coun try, a stranger and a so journer.  The
world is not your friend…Be as sured that you shall find
en e mies ev ery where…Lastly, look within you, into your
own heart, and ob serve what is there.  Sin and self are still 
within.  Ah, if you had no devil to tempt you, no en e mies
to fight you, and no world to en snare you, you will still
find in your self evil enough to shake you greatly, for ‘the
heart is de ceit ful above all things and be yond cure.’  Ex -
pect trou ble then, but don’t be de spon dent on ac count of
it, for God is with you to help and to strengthen you.”

Je sus over came the world at the cross.  He was vic to -
ri ous over “the prince of this world” (John 12:31; 14:30;
16:11).  His fol low ers can, in deed, take cour age.  

I have been very thank ful to the Lord for the op por tu -
nity af forded me to travel to In dia for min is try there. 
Each time has been rich in fel low ship and preach ing op -
por tu ni ties.  But it never fails.  When it is time to go
home, I have great an tic i pa tion.  I can’t wait!  The jour -
ney is long and tir ing and, some times, kind of mis er a ble. 
One time on a plane I was seated be tween two rather
large men who slept for hours us ing my shoul ders as pil -
lows.  I could hardly move.  It was un pleas ant but know -
ing what awaited me at home gave me great
en cour age ment and mo ti va tion to per se vere.  The ar du -
ous trip was worth it.  Yes, and this jour ney called life is
worth it as well, even with all its trou bles.  Henry Ward
Beecher once said: “Trou bles are of ten the tools by
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which God fash ions us for
better things.”  And, the best
is yet to come for those who
trust, not in what they do, but 
in Je sus and what He has
done!   Surely it is true that
God’s graced peo ple know
earth’s tem po rary tri als are
but a pre lude to heaven’s
eter nal joys. So, be en cour -
aged.  Press on in Je sus!           

 

Making a Vow

The vows we made
when we were wed are
viewed se ri ously in God’s
sight, re gard less of how
lightly they are re garded by
the world or even some
Chris tians or the church (and 
to day in creas ingly so)!  For
ex am ple: Psalm 15 be gins by 
ask ing who shall abide in the 
LORD’S ta ber na cle and who 
shall dwell in His Holy Hill. 
Verse 4b an swers that, “He
who swears to his own hurt
and does not change”.  In
other words, he that gives an
oath (vow/prom ise) and then 
does n’t change, even though
it costs him, is someone the
LORD is pleased with to
dwell in HIS “ta ber na cle”
(Dwell ing place).  “God is
not a man, that He should lie, 
Nor, a son of man that He
should re pent.  Has He said,
and will He not do?  Or has
He spo ken, and will He not
make it good”? (Num bers
23:19)

“’If a man makes a vow 
to the LORD, or swears an
oath to bind him self by
some agree ment, he shall
not break his word; he
shall do ac cord ing to all
that pro ceeds out of his
mouth.”  (Num bers 30:2)
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A Prince
“Thy name shall be called no more Ja cob, but Is -

rael; for as a prince hast thou power with God and
with men, and hast pre vailed.”  (Gen e sis 32:28)

(Com piled by Mrs. Charles E. Cow man)

NAPOLEON was once re view ing his troops near
Paris.  The horse on which he sat was rest less, and the
Em peror hav ing thought lessly dropped the reins from his 
hand in the ea ger ness of giv ing a com mand, the spir ited
an i mal bounded away and the rider was in dan ger of be -
ing hurled to the ground.  A young pri vate stand ing in the
lines leaped for ward and, seiz ing the bri dle saved his be -
loved Com mander from a fall.  The Em peror glanc ing at
him said in his quick abrupt way, “Thank you, Cap tain.” 
The pri vate looked up with a smile and asked, “Of reg i -
ment, Sir?”  “Of my guards,” an swered Na po leon, and
in stantly gal loped to an other part of the field.

The young sol dier laid down his mus ket with the re -
mark, “Who ever will may carry that gun; I am done  with
it,” and pro ceeded at once to join a group of of fi cers who
stood con vers ing at a lit tle dis tance.  One of them, a Gen -
eral, “ob serv ing his self-pos sessed ap proach, an grily
said, “What is this in so lent fel low do ing here?”

“This in so lent fel low,” an swered the young sol dier
looking the other steadily in the eye, “is a Cap tain of the
Guards.”  “Why, man,” re sponded the of ficer, “you are
in sane; why do you speak thus?”  He said it” re plied the
sol dier, point ing to the Em peror, who was far down the
lines.  “I beg your par don, Cap tain,” po litely re turned the
Gen eral, “I was not aware of your pro mo tion.” 

To those look ing on he was still a pri vate, dressed in
the course rough garb of a com mon sol dier; but in the
bold as ser tion of His dig nity, he could meet all the jeers
of his com rades and all the scoffs of his su pe ri ors with the 
ready re ply “He said it!” 

He said it!  He said it!

Cowman Publication, Inc. Copyright 1939

Friends

“But I have called you friends.” (John 15:15)
When we have a friend, who is dear to us, we may tell 

him all our trou bles, all our hopes and all our de sires. 
There is noth ing that we are not will ing to share with our
friends.  We trust our friends, for we know they will sym -
pa thize with us in our sor rows and trou bles; they will re -
joice with us in our joys.  Our Lord Je sus Christ is such a
Friend to all who come to Him.  He calls us His friends. 
If we are His friends then we, too, will want to share in

the fel low ship of His suf fer ings, and in the power of His
res ur rec tion.

A min is ter went to visit an old Scotch man in his last
ill ness.  The min is ter no ticed that the man had a chair
placed at an an gle to sug gest that some one had been sit -
ting at the bed side.

“Well, Don ald, “said the pas tor, “I see you have had a 
vis i tor.”

“I will tell you about the chair,” re plied the sick man.  
“Years ago, I found it im pos si ble to pray.  I of ten fell
asleep on my knees; I was so tired. One day I spoke to my 
min is ter about it.  He told me not to worry about kneel ing 
down. ‘Just sit down,’ he said, ‘and put a chair be fore you 
and imag ine Je sus is on it, and talk to Him as to a
friend.’”

When the old Scotch man died a week later, his hand
was rest ing on the empty chair by the side of his bed.  He
knew the friend ship of Je sus.

Have you this won der ful Friend?  If not, will you ac -
cept Him as your Friend, to day?

Dear Lord Je sus, help us to trust Thee as a friend. 
Help us to lead oth ers to Thee, and ac cept Thee as their
Friend. In Je sus’ name.  Amen.

Altar Steps by Rev. R. P. Haakonson

ANGELS!

There is def i nitely for the chil dren of God un seen
‘guard ian an gels’, but don’t even be gin to re ceive mes -
sages sup pos edly com ing from an gels.  The Scrip tures
warn us con cern ing the devil and his tac tics.  “For such
are false apos tles, de ceit ful work ers, trans form ing them -
selves into apos tles of Christ.  And no won der!  For Sa tan 
him self trans forms him self into an an gel of light.” 
(II Corinthians 11:13-14)  The apos tle Paul fur ther warns
us in Galatians 1:8 that, “But even if we, or an an gel
from heaven, preach any other gos pel to you than what
we have preached to you, let him be ac cursed.”

“I mar vel that you are turn ing away so soon from
Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a dif fer -
ent gos pel, which is not an other; but there are some
who trou ble you and want to per vert the gos pel of
Christ.”  (Galatians 1:6-7)
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New Creatures
“There fore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new cre -

ation (crea ture); old things have passed away; be hold,
all things have be come new.”  (II Co rin thi ans 5:17)

GOD is not speak ing of try ing to re form your self,
do more good deeds, at tend church more reg u larly, as
many folks try this route.  Don’t lis ten to the great-de -
ceiver who tells peo ple, “You are good enough the way
you are and be sides God is love and He won’t re fuse
any one who wants to go to Heaven when they die!”  I
know per son ally of a gen tle man when he was com ing to
the close of his earthly life, who most cer tainly was kind 
and thought ful; who more or less said, “After all the
good deeds I have done and if that is not good enough to
get me into Heaven, I will have to take my chances.”  He 
re fused to hear from any friends who gen u inely wanted
to share with him about gen u ine Chris tian ity. HOW
SAD AND TRAGIC WAS SUCH AN ENDING OF
THIS LIFE!!

GOD is the ONE and only Cre ator and HE pro vided 
the one and only way into HEAVEN, which is through
the one and only Be gotten SON who is Je sus Christ. He
was will ing to leave heaven, so that in and through HIM, 
who was born (In car nated), lived and shed His very own 
Blood, died and rose again.  He did this so that you and I
may spend eter nity with Him in Heaven.  No one will
ever be en tered into Heaven who is not born-again by
FAITH IN HIM, which is all by GRACE Alone, Faith
Alone and His Word Alone!  This GIFT from Al mighty
God is free for a re pen tant sin ner who co mes by the
empty Cross – as Je sus paid it all and cried: IT IS
FINISHED!                Ed i tor

The Leaven of the Phar i sees

Read Mat thew 23:1-11
“But all their works they do to be seen of men…,

But he that is great est among you shall be your ser -
vant.” (Mat thew 23:5 & 11)

In ev ery hu man life there are least TWO ba sic urges
that strive for mas tery.  The one is pride and vain-glory,
the de sire to be come great so that one can be re spected
and hon ored by oth ers.

Even if all peo ple may not have an equally great de -
sire to show forth this dark side of their na ture, yet pride
is so in her ent in ev ery one that it must be counted as the
ba sic sin from which all other sins grow…

The other urge in a Chris tian is the de sire to be hum -
ble and small, to serve oth ers in love, to for get him self
and his own good works, and in all of his con duct and
ac tiv ity to re sem ble Je sus.  The na ture that was given to

us by God when we be came His chil dren re joices to do
good, to sac ri fice and to suf fer when there is no one
there to see it.

Je sus re minds us of this side of the Chris tian life in
the pas sage we have be fore us.  It is this side, how ever,
which we find dif fi cult to see and at tain to…

The var i ous so ci et ies that work for the King dom of
God try, as in deed they should, to in crease their in come
and ac tiv ity.  But here it is that the temp ta tion lies, to ex -
alt me and mine when God’s Spirit and true Chris tian
judg ment asks us to be si lent and not let the left hand
know what the right one does. (While) the honor be -
longs to GOD!  …

Ev ery hon est Chris tian knows that it pleases our old 
na ture to tell oth ers what one is per mit ted to do for
GOD.  When the sev enty re turned to JESUS they
shouted that even the dev ils were sub ject unto them in
His Name.  Then the Sav ior re plied, “Re joice not that
the spir its are sub ject unto you, but rather re joice that
your names are writ ten in heaven.” (Luke 10:20).

NO, HE seeks you and me who have found our way
to Je sus.  If he is n’t ex pelled, HE will per me ate us as a
leaven per me ates the dough.  Such Phar i see may go out
into the Work of God’s King dom with the fin est Chris -
tian color, and we do not see it be cause the warn ing to
be ware of the leaven of the Phar i sees has not been
heeded by us.  Sus pi cion, jeal ousy, dom i na tion, gos sip,
strife and mis ery grow among Chris tians whom the
hum ble spirit of ser vice should rule and unite.  …But
that is GOD’S will for us; that is CHRISTIANITY.

Taken from the chapter A Little While from Spirit and 
Power by Ludvig Hope

LAWS

Laws are like fences.  And fences re strain, right? 
Pon der this story; ‘Child psy chol o gists dis cov ered an
in ter est ing truth.  Con tem po rary thought as sumed that
fences on play grounds made chil dren feel re stricted in
their rec re ation.  A con sen sus was reached to re move the 
fences so that chil dren would n’t feel con fined.  The op -
po site ef fect oc curred.  Re searchers found that the chil -
dren be came more in hib ited with their ac tiv i ties.  They
tended to hud dle to ward the mid dle of the play -
ground and ex hib ited signs of in se cu rity.  When the
fences were re placed, the chil dren played with greater
en thu si asm and free dom’  The writer con cludes that ‘we 
all need bound aries – some thing to de fine the lim its
of safety and se cu rity.’

(Hank Tale) via quest
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Ed i to rial 
RES

UNIQUE!
QUESTIONS/Not ANSWERS

Could it be: Are we, who are le gal cit i zens of the USA, 
grad u ally los ing our free dom step by step over the last
sev eral months?  Now that the rul ing by the USA Ad -
min is tra tion says the vac ci nated have more free dom to 
gather with one an other than those who have not been
vac ci nated.  Could this be the PRELUDE to the mark
of the Beast?  Now we def i nitely know that God di -
rects His chil dren to be read ers of the signs of the
times in the BIBLE!  No ques tion as we are told
plainly to walk cir cum spectly  (Romans 13:11-14). 
Now, GOD does n’t tell us how many times a sign will
be ful filled, but ab so lutely at least ONE TIME!  (Just
like high way signs).  Could it be that this COVID – 19
was hu manly or ches trated by sa tanic in flu ence ei ther
(sin gu larly) by the Red China Gov ern ment or to gether 
with a very few trai tors from the USA?  Seem ingly we
are headed to wards ‘so cial ism’ grad u ally and a step to -
wards com mu nism!  According to the pres ent ad min -
is tra tion, we will help even the en emy of free dom to
re build in the Mid dle East, even though we are sup -
pos edly com mit ted to Is rael. “Ques tion(s) not An -
swers”.

P.S. Now the Pres i dent of the USA (we the peo ple) is
la bel ing Pa tri otic Con ser va tives with name(s) that are
dis re spect ful!

P. P. S.  Not seek ing to be ri dic u lous or a prophet, but
how is the pres ent Gov ern ment go ing to de tect who
has been ‘vac ci nated’ be fore the ‘mark? Once again: Is 
this a Pre lude?  How about all the tat toos that are
worn to day?

“…He causes all, both small and great, rich and
poor, free or slave, to re ceive a mark on their right
hand or on their fore heads, and that no one may
buy or sell ex cept one who has the mark or the
name of the beast, or the num ber of his name.  Here 
is wis dom.  Let him who has un der stand ing cal cu -
late the num ber of the beast, for it is the num ber of
a man: 666.” (Rev e la tion 13:11)    How about a ‘la ser’ 
im plant (in vis i ble to the hu man eye), only re vealed by
‘la ser-power’?

To day we at tended the fu neral of a friendly neigh bor
who had been a very ac tive mem ber of a Ro man Cath -

o lic Church for 60 years and the priest as sured the
fam ily that she went straight to heaven!  (How about
pray ing to ‘Mary’ for an ex am ple – when JESUS
clearly states the only way to Heaven is in and through 
HIM?).  How pa thetic, and this de cep tion is also go -
ing to Lib eral Lu ther ans and sev eral other lib eral de -
nom i na tions fol low ing in its tracks! Rev e la tion
chap ter 17 –– False prophet, & World gov ern ment –
Rev e la tion chap ter 18 – Beast.

IN our cul ture/society TODAY, there is a lot of em pha -
sis placed on emo tions/feel ings even among Chris -
tian ity; both in pri vate and cor po rate-like Wor ship
Ser vices.  As a lot of folks to day want to feel good
when leav ing church, etc.  For ex am ple: Con tem po -
rary mu sic OR seek ing what some call the Bap tismal/
Sec ond “bless ing” of speak ing in tongues, etc. Fail ing
to re al ize the bib li cal Truth that when you ac cept
JESUS as your per sonal Sav ior; you also ‘re ceive the
Holy Spirit’ – Romans 8:8-9, “So then, those who are
in the flesh can not please God.  But you are not in the
flesh; but in the Spirit, if in deed the Spirit of God
dwells in you.  Now if any one does not have the Spirit
of Christ, he is not His.”  The spirit of His is a ‘per -
son’, just as much as Je sus or God Him self, you can not 
di vide a per son ‘piece-meal’. In other words, lack of
doc trinal con cern in fa vor of the ex pe ri en tial ex pe ri -
ences.  Thus, a lack of Scrip tural dis cern ment!  You
cannot nor dare-not to seek to di vide the Holy Trin ity!
As a whole ‘sound-doc trine’ TODAY, is a great part of 
the min is try of the Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed -
er a tion/Morn ing Glory. We seek to pro mote ev ery ba -
sic fun da men tal Truth of God’s In spired Word, the
BIBLE, which mes sage is for ever es tab lished in
Heaven.

Fur ther more; GOD hates/de tests ABORTIONS and
al co hol con sump tion in any form and when used in the 
BIBLE it is a form of judg ment from GOD, check it
out us ing Scrip ture to in ter pret Scrip ture!  Are we liv -
ing in a pe riod sim i lar to Sodom and Gomorrah and
Noah’s time, when im mor tal ity was the dom i nate
lifestyle?  To day, the newer ti tle is seem ingly “Part -
ner”, whereas GOD calls it for ni ca tion, adul tery, un -
faith ful ness and same-sex mar riages! He brews 13:4
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Godly women’s role/place
“So, she said, ‘I will surely go with you; nev er -

the less, there will be no glory for you in the jour ney
you are tak ing, for the LORD will sell Sisera into the
hand of a woman.’  Then Deborah arose and went
with Barak to Kedesh.”  (Judges 4:9)

As you read/me di ate on God’s Holy Word, the
BIBLE; we will see how the LORD has used women
might ily in unique ways in the Old Tes ta ment times. 
For ex am ple: Deborah, Ab i gail, Es ther and Rahab, in
nam ing a few.  Yes, HE con tin ues to do so as found in
Galatians 3:28 which puts us in the “po si tion” in Christ
Je sus as nei ther male nor fe male: “There is nei ther Jew
nor Greek, there is nei ther slave nor free, there is nei ther 
male nor fe male; for you are all one in Christ Je sus.” As 
in the phys i cal body, each mem ber has sep a rate or dis -
tinct roles in the body’s ac tiv i ties, YET WORKING
TOGETHER!   GOD has given each in di vid ual a par tic -
u lar po si tion in the body of be liev ers!  

The role of women is one of great im por tance and
much to be sought af ter by those who un der stand their
sig nif i cance and value in the King dom of God and work
here on the planet earth.  See these examples: Prov erbs
31, 1 Tim o thy 3:11, 5:10, 6:1-2.  The Apos tle Paul said
that Phoebe was a succorer (helper in time of need) of
many, in clud ing him self (Romans 16:1-2).  WHAT A
MARVELOUS TRIBUTE!

Many of the so cial, fam ily, eco nomic, and spir i tual
prob lems that ex ist to day, may be traced to the fail ure of 
women to prop erly un der stand and carry out their scrip -
tural roles!  Even among Chris tian folk; sadly, some
women are ‘de ceived’ by want ing things and most cer -
tainly that ‘green-stuff’, called ‘money’!  Thus, hav ing
for feited ful fill ment of their spe cial and piv otal place in
God’s plan.  It is so very easy to ex change truth for a lie.
“And the LORD God said, ‘It is not good that man
should be alone; I will make him a helper compatible
to him.’” (Gen e sis 2:18)

Con cern ing the Chris tian woman and church lead -
er ship, let the BIBLE speak for it self through 1 Co rin -
thi ans 11:3, 14:33-35, 40, and Ti tus 2:3-5.  Thus
following Scrip ture, it seems very dif fi cult for a
woman’s lead er ship as a Pas tor or teacher over men in a
bib li cal church – 1 Tim o thy 2:12. Just good logic tells us 
that it would be im pos si ble for a woman to have one
wife!  Scrip ture does seem ingly make al low ance how -
ever, for a woman’s role in prayer and in teach ing other
women – Ti tus 2:3-5.

Re gard less, as male or fe male as mem bers of the
same body, we each have an im por tant place to ful fill! 
Many in di vid u als, whether re li gious or not, are ca pa ble
of mer i to ri ous works. But as Paul wrote in 1 Co rin thi ans 
13, “…but have not love, I have be come sound ing
brass or a clang ing cym bal…. And though I be stow all
my goods to feed the poor, and ….have not love, it prof -
its me noth ing.”  This is more than hu man love or af fec -
tion as it is speak ing of Di vine LOVE or in other words
AGAPE LOVE which is God’s love flow ing in and
through us!  In other words, if we do many acts of kind -
ness and yet do not share the true Gos pel with in di vid u -
als, we have not re ally helped them in the area where the 
most help is NEEDED!  With out AGAPE LOVE, it is
sort of trea son; as we have the an swer but did not let the
Holy Spirit lead us.  

Editor

says, “Mar riage is hon or able among all, and the bed
un de filed; but for ni ca tors and adul ter ers God will
judge.”

Is the First and Sec ond Amend ment valid to day or is it
out of date for to day?  Please find bib li cal proof for
your con vic tion.

By the way, is long-hair on a man a sign of re bel lion
to wards GOD and pa ren tal di rec tive?

That is enough ques tions/not an swers for this ed i to -
rial, but would you please check it out to find how

many coun tries to day do not have a “Bor der” and then
please let me know, THANK YOU!

So ba si cally, the pur pose of this ed i to rial (Ques tions/
not an swers) is to ALERT folk both in the sec u lar
world and Chris tian ity. To EXHORT be liev ers to give
greater heed to bib li cal dis cern ment; SUPPLY be liev -
ers with teach ing, in for ma tion and to en cour age their
love for God’s TRUTH, to IMPACT the church in the
ne ces sity for trust ing the Scrip tures as the real and
only rule for faith and prac tice, and let us MOBILIZE
be liev ers in Christ for fur ther ac tion in obe di ence to

Def i ni tion of Pol i tically In cor rect:

Speak the truth

Use com mon sense



From Our Fellowship Circle

D. H. Radcliffe, IA
May God Bless you for all you do to reach the lost
through this won der ful pub li ca tion.

Please find $... for sup port of the same.

K. & F. Cross Sebring, FL
Dear Morn ing Glory Staff:

We are al ways look ing for ward to see ing the Morn ing
Glory in our mail.  The les sons are so im por tant to day in
our world of evil, al ways run ning rap idly, and only with
much faith, hope and love of God can we en dure the
many chal lenges faced each day.  Counting our bless ings
is a mir a cle that loses the evil out of our life.  We are look -
ing for ward to each new mir a cle God gives us.  We are
truly blessed when our eyes are open to see, our ears to
hear and our soul obe di ent with God’s Holy Spirit – then
we are able to be the per son God cre ated us to be.  Thank
you all who work so dil i gently get ting the Morn ing Glory 
into our lives and with much grat i tude we are learn ing of
ways that evil sur rounds us and only God’s Holy Spirit
fel low ship that leads us into vic tory with Je sus as our
guide.  Your choice of ar ti cles re ally opens our eyes to
see how the world can be swayed so eas ily to go down the 
wrong path way… keep up the great work and let God’s
way be guid ing us al ways so we know the path way to
Heaven as the door and path way are nar row – the gate -
way may be low – but with Christ as our Me di a tor, Sav -
ior, Friend and Brother we have true vic tory over all
evil… let the good ness of God pre vail and our hearts sing 
with joy as more find Je sus’ sav ing Grace.  Have a truly
God blessed day!

C. K. For est City, IA
Thanks for the in for ma tive & Gos pel filled Morn ing
Glory.  

A gift to ward my sub scrip tion.

Two-Fold Hold

The Lord has a two fold hold on ev ery one of us who
are saved.  “All things were made by Him: and with out
him was not any thing made that was made” (John 1:3).

I read a story that I be lieve il lus trates this in a won -
der ful way.  A lit tle boy made a small boat and was sail -
ing it tied to a string in the stream. The string broke and

the boat went out of his sight and he lost it.  He had spent
a lot of time on it and it was a beau ti ful piece of work.

Shortly there af ter as he was walk ing down the streets 
of his city, he saw the lit tle boat sit ting in the win dow of
an an tique shop.  The lit tle boy went into that shop and
said to the man, “That is my boat.”

The man said, “I bought that boat from some one.  It
be longs to me.  It does n’t be long to you.”      The lit tle boy 
said, “I made that boat and I lost it a day or two ago. That
boat was made by my own hands.  It be longs to me.”

The man said, “No, it is mine, not yours.  If you want
it, you will have to buy it.”

The lit tle boy pulled the ask ing price of a few dol lars
out of his pocket, handed it to the man, took the lit tle
boat, stuck it un der his arm and walked down the side -
walk on his way back to home.

As he did, he was heard to say, “Lit tle boat, you be -
long to me for two rea sons.  You be long to me first of all
be cause I made you.  You also be long to me be cause I
bought you.”

My friends, you be long to God be cause you are made 
in His Im age.  You be long to GOD be cause He bought
you with the price of His Blood upon the cross of
CALVARY.  You are HIS right fully in a two fold way.(My 
friend, IF you are not saved; you are be ing held one way
or an other; in be ing held cap tive by Sa tan and can be
set-free through the Blood of JESUS!)           

Sword of the Lord.

If one prom ise of God to one of His peo ple should
fail, that one fail ure would mar the ve rac ity of the Lord to 
all Eter nity.

THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST

“But with the pre cious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
with out blem ish and with out spot.” – I Pet. 1:19

Why is it pre cious?

1. Be cause it re deems us (vss. 18.19).

2. Be cause it brings us nigh (Eph. 2:13).

3. Be cause it blots out our sins (Rev. 1:5).

4. Be cause it brings peace (Col. 1:20).

5. Be cause it jus ti fies (Rom. 5:9)

6. Be cause it cleanses from all sin (I John 1:7).

7. Be cause it gives bold ness in the day of judg ment (4:17).

–Notes From My Bible by D.L. Moody
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

NEWS!

For the state of Min ne sota in the last 120 years the
av er age tem per a ture has risen 2.3 de grees! With that
con cern; You may come to your own col lu sion in re -
gards to the en vi ron men tal con cern and con sid er ation.

Liberal Activist Urges Churches to
Remove U.S. Flag from Altars

Pro gres sive Chris tian’s ac tiv ist and au thor Shane
Claiborne has called on churches to re move the United
States flag from their al tars or con sider add ing the ban -
ners of other na tions.

In a post on Twit ter, …Claiborne stated that “ev ery
pas tor who has a flag on the al tar” should “please con -
sider re mov ing it” or add the flags of the other 195 coun -
tries in the world…”

“To be part of the Body of Christ is to tran scend na -
tion al ity,” the Red Let ter Chris tian co-founder and lead -
ing fig ure in the New Mo nas ti cism move ment ar gued,
“That’s part of what it means to be ‘born again.’”…

In an in ter view with the Chris tian Post… Claiborne
ex plained that he was “ev ery con cerned about this ver -
sion of Amer i can na tion al ism that is cam ou flag ing it self 
as Chris tian ity.”

“Je sus in vit ing us to be born again means that we
think be yond bi ol ogy, be yond na tion al ity, and have a
broader com pas sion,” Claiborne ar gued.  “The Bi ble
does say ‘God so loved the world’ not God so loved
Amer ica.’”

Michael Gryboski, christianpost.Com

Canadian Law-makes Call for Police
Investigation of Two Pornography
Parent Companies

More than sev enty law mak ers are call ing …the par -
ent com pany of sev eral ma jor porn websites …to be in -
ves ti gated amid al le ga tions they have prof ited from the
sex ual ex ploi ta tion of chil dren.

The Ca na dian Par lia ment mem bers from all eight
po lit i cal par ties penned a let ter… to the Royal Ca na dian 
Mounted Po lice sup port ing the re quest of 104 sur vi vors
and 525 non-gov ern men tal or ga ni za tions from across
the globe who have called for a crim i nal in ves ti ga tion
into the Can ada-based … , one of the larg est porn sites
in the world….  

The law mak ers note that Can ada has “strong laws
that com bat this type of hor ri ble ex ploi ta tion.”  They
cite rel e vant sec tions of the Ca na dian Crim i nal code and 
reg u la tions re quir ing the man da tory re port ing of
Internet child por nog ra phy by per sons who pro vide an
In ternet in vi ta tion to chil dren.

Brandon Showalter, christianpost.com 

EDITOR’S COMMENTS: We have shielded the
names of these por nog ra phy mer chants be cause we do
not want to make it too easy for any one to find them. 
We sa lute the Ca na dian law-mak ers for their ef forts to
deal with this.    

The Sword of the Lord.

Ed i tor’s Note: Por nog ra phy is SIN ac cord ing to
God’s stan dard, the BIBLE re gard less of age: both the
pro ducer or the looker!!!

NCAA Won’t Hold Championships in
States That Bans Biological Males From 
Competing in Women’s Sports.

The Na tional Col le giate Ath letic As so ci a tion an -
nounced that states with laws or pol i cies pro hib it ing
transgender-iden ti fied bi o log i cal males from com pet ing 
in women’s sports will lose op por tu ni ties to host cham -
pi on ship events and tour na ments. 

The NCAA Board of Gov er nors re leased a state -
ment (April 12) stat ing that it “firmly and un equiv o -
cally” sup ports “transgender stu dent-ath letes” be ing
able “to com plete in col lege sports.”

Michael Gryboski, christianpost.com

When a peo ple re fuse to be gov erned by God,
they will soon be ruled by ty rants.

William Penn

British Politician Apologizes for Visiting 
Church After LGBT Backlash

Sir Keir Starmer, leader of the U.K.s La bour Party,
was forced to apol o gize for vis it ing  a church…that crit -
ics have at tacked as be ing “anti- LGBT” for ad her ing to
bib li cal sex ual eth ics….

The Lon don-based church has long been at tacked
by LGBT ac tiv ist groups and some jour nal ists for re fus -
ing to kow tow to sec u lar views on ho mo sex u al ity,
same-sex mar riage and sex ual ori en ta tion.



Fol low ing back lash from LGBT ac tiv ists…. 
…Starmer said he ac cepted crit ics’ as ser tions that his 

visit in the church was a “mis take” and stressed that he
was “not aware” of the church’s views on sex u al ity.

Ryan Foley, christianpost.com

The Shroud of Tu rin: Real or a Hoax

A Sci en tific Per spec tive – Carol Hoikkala
The Shroud of Tu rin is a cen tu ries old linen cloth that 

has been scru ti nized and stud ied more than any other his -
tor i cal ar ti fact.  The de bate that con tin ues is whether or
not it is the burial cloth of Je sus Christ.  Un til the 19th

cen tury most be lieved it to be a forg ery.  How ever, due to
to day’s mod ern tech nol ogy mil lions now be lieve it to be
the ac tual cloth.

What changed the view of the peo ple was that, “in
1898, pho tog ra pher Secondo Pia was com mis sioned by
the Church to take pho to graphs, which when de vel oped,
pro duced a star tling dis cov ery that the Shroud con tained
pho to graphic qual i ties that re vealed the face and body of
a man…” (B. Hous ton – Shroud of Tu rin: Hoax or Ev i -
dence)

Early on, sci ence had be lieved that the Shroud of Tu -
rin dated back about the 13th or 14th cen tury.  How ever,
“New re search on the pol len found on the shroud …also
sets a pos si ble 1st cen tury date and link to the Su da rium
of Oviedo which is be lieved by many to be the face cloth
of Je sus and has a 1st cen tury dat ing.” (ibid)

A Bib li cal Per spec tive 

For a Bib li cal per spec tive on the Shroud of Tu rin it is 
nec es sary to pro vide some his tor i cal back ground.

The Prophet Dan iel fore told (Dan iel 11) that a vi cious
ty rant and en emy of the Jew ish peo ple would come on the
scene and set up “the abom i na tion of des o la tion” in the
Holy Tem ple.  This was ful filled when in 175 BC a Syr ian
King named Antiochus Epiphanes came to power.  The
name Epiphanes means – God made man i fest.

Antiochus set up an idol of a pa gan god thereby con -
vert ing the Holy tem ple in Je ru sa lem into a tem ple of
Zeus.  The Maccabees called this idol “the abom i na tion
of des o la tion.”  Since there was no real Zeus, what
Antiochus made was an idol of him self – it was his face
on the idol.

Antiochus Epiphanes serves as a fore shad ow ing of
the Anti-Christ spo ken of by Je sus in Mat thew 24:15.

The Shroud: A He braic View:

Stan Farr, (www.rabbiyeshua) in his teach ing, “Dan -

iel, Time and Eter nity,” gives in sight into why the
Shroud of Tu rin can’t be the burial cloth of Je sus:

1. The face shown on the cloth looks too good.  Je sus
was beaten to the point of be ing un rec og niz able – ‘His
vis age (ap pear ance) was marred more than any man…’
(Isa iah 52:14.)

2. The cloth shows a per son with coins on the eyes,
which is a burial cus tom of the Greeks.  Yeshua/Je sus
was bur ied by To rah ob ser vant Jew ish men; they would
not have used a Pa gan burial prac tice.

3. The Bi ble gives over whelm ing ev i dence that the
Shroud is n’t the burial cloth of Je sus.  John 19:40 says,
Then, they took the body of Je sus, and bound it in strips of 
linen with spices, as the cus tom of the Jews is to bury.”
The Jew ish burial cus tom was to first dip the strips of
linen in a mix ture of myrrh and al oes (v. 39) and then
wrap the body mummy style.  The Shroud is a full-length
sheet, not strips.

4. On the first day of the week, when Pe ter and the
other dis ci ple ran to the tomb they found the linen cloths
ly ing there (John 20:5) And “then the other dis ci ple, who 
came to the tomb first….he saw and be lieved.” (John
20:8).  What the ‘other dis ci ple’ would have seen to cause 
him to be lieve was an empty hard ened cast.  The only
way out of the cast would have been for Je sus to pass
through it.

5. For over a cen tury now, im ages have been fash -
ioned from the im age on the Shroud.  A study that has
been done says the im age is con sis tent with that of Zeus
to the point that it would hold up in a court of law.  God
com manded that NO graven im ages were to be made,
there fore He would n’t have al lowed an im age of
YESHUA/JESUS to be left be hind. 

In Con clu sion

Since there is no real im age of Yeshua/Je sus any im -
age that is said to be of Him is of a false Mes siah.

Je sus gave a warn ing when HE said, “There fore
when you see the abom i na tion of des o la tion, spo ken of
by Dan iel the prophet, stand ing in the holy place (who -
ever reads, let him un der stand) then let those who are in 
Judea flee to the moun tains.” (Mat thew 24: 15 & 16). 

In the To rah (the first five books of the BIBLE also
known as the Pen ta teuch), the ob ser vant Jew will know
the im age set up in the Tem ple and will flee to the moun -
tains – the place pre pared for them by GOD.  Those who
are ig no rant of the To rah’s teach ings will be de ceived by
the im age.  Be lieving it to be the Mes siah, they will sub -
mit to and wor ship the “Abom i na tion of des o la tion.”  

Taken from Hope For The Heart, St. Paul, MN
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What About Hell? – Part II
“He also will drink of the wine of the wrath of
God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of 
His an ger; and he will be tor mented with fire
and brim stone in the pres ence of the holy an gels 
and in the pres ence of the Lamb.  And the smoke 
of their tor ment goes up for ever and ever; and
they have no rest day and night, those who wor -
ship the beast and his im age, and who ever re -
ceives the mark of his name.” (Rev. 14:10-11)

This is the second in a se ries of mes sages on the de -
ni als of Hell by the mod ern church, some of their rea -
sons be hind them and a bib li cal re sponse to each one.

False Ideas Presented To day:
Hell is not eter nal

This view is one of the most pop u lar views to day.  It
seems to up hold both the jus tice and mercy of God.  It
states that there is a hell, but that when peo ple go there,
they are burned up and cease to ex ist.  This is called an -
ni hi la tion.  This has been the teach ing of the Je ho vah’s
Wit nesses and Seventh Day Ad ven tists, and has now
found its way into main stream Chris tian ity.

What are some verses they are us ing to back this up?   
Malachi 4:1&3 says, “For be hold, the day is com ing,
burn ing like a fur nace; and all the ar ro gant and ev ery
evil doer will be chaff; and the day that is com ing will set 
them ablaze,” says the LORD of hosts, “so that it will
leave them nei ther root nor branch.”  … ‘And you will
tread down the wicked, for they shall be ashes un der the
soles of your feet on the day which I am pre par ing,’ says
the LORD of hosts.’”  They say that this proves that the
wicked are burned up.

Matt. 10:28 says, “And do not fear those who kill
the body, but are un able to kill the soul; but rather fear
Him who is able to de stroy both soul and body in hell.”
So they say that this proves that people are an ni hi lated
body and soul in the fire and don’t have to suf fer eter -
nally.

Bib li cal Re sponse

When the Bi ble uses the word de struc tion (as in
Matt. 10:28, Phil. 3:18-19, II Thess. 1:9 and II Pet. 3:7)
in ref er ence to the un be liev ers, it does not mean an ni hi -
la tion. The Greek word is “loosed from” or sep a rated. 
In other words, the un godly peo ple’s “de struc tion” is 
the eter nal sep a ra tion from God and all His Good ness,
Grace, Love, Glory, Power, etc.  It is not the end of ex is -
tence, just the end of life.

The pun ish ment in Hell is with fire (Matt. 13:49-50) 
and it never ceases.  Je sus will say to the un godly:  “De -
part from Me, ac cursed ones, into the ev er last ing fire,
pre pared for the devil and his an gels.” (Matt. 25:41)  Je sus
de scribed this pun ish ment as “eter nal pun ish ment.”
(Matt. 25:46)  Eter nal means with out end, be cause this
same verse de scribes heaven as “eter nal life” with the
same ex act words.  If hell is not eter nal, then nei ther is
heaven.

Je sus de scribed hell as hav ing “worms which do not 
die and fire that is not quenched.” (Mk. 9:44)   Je sus used
an other Greek Word to de scribe Hell’s (Hades) fire. 
That is the word Ge hen na (Matt. 18:9, Mark 9:43, Matt.
5:22, 29)  Ge hen na re fers to a val ley just out side Je ru sa -
lem.  At the time of Je sus, this val ley was the gar bage
dump.  This was the place where gar bage, trash and re -
fuse were thrown. The car casses of dead an i mals and the 
bod ies of de spised crim i nals were also cast into Ge hen -
na to be burned.  This fire burned all the time and Je sus
said the worms do not die – so there is no an ni hi la tion.

The rich man of Luke 16:19-31 was cast into hell and 
he did not burn up.   “And he cried out and said, ‘Fa ther
Abra ham, have mercy on me, and send Laz a rus, that he
may dip the tip of his fin ger in wa ter and cool off my
tongue; for I am in ag ony in this flame.’” (Luke 16:24)  He
de scribed his ag ony as be ing in a flame [of fire] and not
just a bro ken re la tion ship.  He even went on to pray for
his broth ers lest they come to that place of tor ment.  He
did not burn up and cease to ex ist.  How he wishes that he
could have!  This is not just a par a ble be cause Je sus ad -
dressed ac tual peo ple of the day – “A CERTAIN rich man 
… a CERTAIN poor man named Laz a rus.”  It is likely
that the dis ci ples knew these peo ple.

“Just as Sodom and Go mor rah and the cit ies
around them, since they in the same way as these in -
dulged in gross im mo ral ity and went af ter strange flesh,
are ex hib ited as an ex am ple, in un der go ing the pun ish -
ment of eter nal fire.” (Jude 7) Com pare this with the
Scrip ture at the top of the page and you see that the fire
is eter nal and the tor ment is eter nal with no an ni hi la tion.

The spe cific Scrip tures that deal with the fi nal
judg ment and eter nity also bear the truth that
peo ple are not an ni hi lated, but are in a state of
eter nal pun ish ment.

The Beast of Rev e la tion (a lit eral man, the anti-
christ) is stated that he will go to de struc tion.   “The
beast that you saw was and is not, and is about to come
up out of the abyss and to go to de struc tion.”  (Rev e la tion

17:8)   This is the same ex act Greek word used in the pre -
vi ous Scrip tures noted.  He is later cast into the lake of
fire.  “And the beast was seized, and with him the false



prophet who per formed the signs in his pres ence, by
which he de ceived those who had re ceived the mark of
the beast and those who wor shiped his im age; these two
were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with
brim stone.”  (Rev e la tion 19:20)  1,000 years later the devil
is also thrown into this lake of fire and the beast is still
there!  “And the devil who de ceived them was thrown into 
the lake of fire and brim stone, where the beast and the
false prophet are also; and they will be tor mented day
and night for ever and ever.” (Rev. 20:10).  De struc tion
does not mean an ni hi la tion.

At the fi nal Judg ment, the un godly will be emp tied
out of Hades, re-united with their re-con structed body,
shown why they are de serv ing of dam na tion, then thrown 
into The Lake of Fire.  “And if any one’s name was not
found writ ten in the book of life, he was thrown into the
lake of fire.”  (Rev e la tion 20:15)  As eter nity un folds as de -
scribed in Rev e la tion 21-22, there is no in di ca tion that
they will be an ni hi lated, be cause fur ther ref er ences in
these very chap ters in Rev e la tion looks at them as still
be ing there!   “But for the cow ardly and un be liev ing and
abom i na ble and mur der ers and im moral per sons and
sor cer ers and idol a ters and all li ars, their part will be in
the lake that burns with fire and brim stone, which is the
sec ond death.”  (Rev e la tion 21:8)  “And noth ing un clean
and no one who prac tices abom i na tion and ly ing, shall
ever come into it [the holy city], but only those whose
names are writ ten in the Lamb’s book of life. (Rev. 21:27)   
“Out side [of the holy city] are the dogs and the sor cer ers
and the im moral per sons and the mur der ers and the idol -
a ters, and ev ery one who loves and prac tices ly ing.” (Rev.

22:15)  Three times in these two chap ters in Rev e la tion,
which de scribe the eter nal abode of man kind, con tains
ref er ences to the un godly as still in this lake of fire.  They
are not burned up or an ni hi lated.

This teach ing of an ni hi la tion de nies the im mor tal ity
of the soul, be cause the soul ceases to ex ist when it is
burned up.  This will be the topic for next month’s is sue: 
Is the Soul of Man Im mor tal?

Pastor Jim Haga
HagaPublishing.com

The Bat tle is the Lord’s

“And all this assembly shall know that the
LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for
the battle is the LORD’S, And He will give

you into our hands.” (I Samuel 17:47)

These were the ring ing words of faith ut tered by
young Da vid as he faced the Philistine gi ant, Go li ath. 

With out ar mor, or spear, or shield, and with only a sling
and five smooth stones, Da vid con fronted the nine-foot
cham pion of the pa gan army in the name of the true God,
and soon the gi ant lay dead with his face to the ground.

The bat tle must al ways be the Lord’s, “for we wres tle 
not against flesh and blood, but against…the rul ers of the
dark ness of this world, against spir i tual wick ed ness in
high places” (Ephe sians 6:12). Spir i tual bat tles are not
won by bul lets, nor by bal lots, nor by any hu man means.
“Some trust in char i ots, and some in horses: but we will
re mem ber the name of the LORD our God” (Psalm 20:7). 
“There is no king saved by the mul ti tude of a host: a
mighty man is not de liv ered by much strength…Be hold,
the eye of the LORD is upon them that fear Him, upon
them that hope in His mercy.” (Psalm 33:16,18)

We even have a man date to at tack the en emy in His
strong hold.  Christ taught:” Upon this rock (of faith in
Christ as di vine Sav ior) I will build my church; and the
gates of hell shall not pre vail against it; (Mat thew 16:18).

It is easy, in try ing to do a work for God, to rely on
hu man abil i ties and de vices, but these will fail, for the
bat tle is the Lord’s.  When the bat tle is go ing well, we
must not boast for the bat tle is the Lord’s. When the bat tle 
is go ing hard, we must not de spair, for the bat tle is the
Lord’s.

He is our strength.  “For though we walk in the flesh,
we do not war af ter the flesh: (For the weap ons of our
war fare are not car nal, but mighty through God to the
pull ing down of strongholds)” (II Co rin thi ans 10:3,4).

The Heavens Declare The Glory Of God 
By Dr. Henry Morris

A Man’s Re solve and His Prayer 

The world needs men who can not be bought, whose
word is their bond, who put char ac ter above wealth, who
are larger than their vo ca tions, who will not lose their
iden tity in a crowd, who will be as hon est in small things
as great things, who will make no com pro mise with
wrong, whose am bi tions are not con firmed to their own
self ish de sires; who will not say they do it “be cause ev -
ery body else does it,” who are true to their friends in ad -
ver sity as well as in pros per ity, who do not be lieve that
shrewd ness and cun ning are the best qual i ties for win -
ning suc cess, who are not ashamed to stand for the truth
when it is un pop u lar, who can say “no” with em pha sis al -
though the rest of the world says “yes.” 

GOD, make me this kind of man. 
Are you will ing to per son ally make this a sin cere

spe cific prayer be fore the Throne of GRACE?
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THINGS
By Dr. Tom Wallace

In the fa mous Ser mon on the Mount, Je sus spoke to
His dis ci ples say ing:  “There fore take no thought, say -
ing, What shall we wear? Or, What shall we drink? Or,
Where withal shall we be clothed?  “(For af ter all these
things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heav enly Fa ther
knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek
ye first the king dom of God, and his righ teous ness; and
all these things shall be added unto you.  Take there fore
no thought for the mor row: for the mor row shall take
thought for the things of it self.  Suf fi cient unto the day
is the evil thereof.”  (Matt. 5:31-34)

Je sus is warn ing peo ple here about liv ing for
things. In Luke 12:15 He says, “A man’s  life consisteth
not in the abun dance of the things which he
possesseth.”

Ear lier, Je sus had warned that men could not serve
both God and mam mon.  He in di cated that all of us
would have to make a choice be tween spir i tual and eter -
nal val ues in con trast to pos ses sions, money and
worldly goods.

Wil liam Jennings Bryan said, “Those who live for
money spend half of their lives get ting it and the other
half keep ing oth ers from get ting it and they don’t en joy
it ei ther.”

Some one asked Mr. Rockefeller, “How much does
it take to sat isfy a man?”  His an swer: “Just a lit tle
more.”

The apos tle Paul, who had for saken all to fol low
Christ, said, “As hav ing noth ing, and yet pos sess ing all
things” (II Cor.6 :10). The word “noth ing” is re ally two
words–no thing.  In spite of the fact that Paul had no
pos ses sions, he claimed to pos sess all things.

The story is told of a man cross ing a desert.  He dis -
ap peared and was never heard of again.  Sev eral years
later some one found his bones and be side the skel e ton
were sev eral bags of money and jew els, but no drink ing
wa ter.  He had been so wrapped up in things that he for -
got one of life’s most es sen tial needs, wa ter.

Men spend their health get ting wealth and then
spend their wealth try ing to get back their health. Hun -
dreds of peo ple are wrapped up in this silly race and
have never learned to live.

Je sus warned the un saved world, “What shall it
profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose
his own soul?” (Mark 8:36).  Dur ing His short min is try,
He con tin u ally taught, “For who so ever will save his life
shall lose it: and who so ever will lose his life for my sake 
shall find it.” (Matt. 16:25)

A rich man died and some of his friends asked,

“How much did he leave?” A wise friend standing
nearby said, “All of it.”

I heard a story that il lus trates this truth.  A man had
been over seas and found a large di a mond for sale.  He
sold all of his pos ses sions and bor rowed to the limit and
bought the huge di a mond.  His whole life was wrapped
up in its value.

Walking on the deck of the ship on his re turn voy age 
and try ing to im press his friends, he got to toss ing the di -
a mond into the air and catch ing it as it came down.  But
once he tossed it high into the air and a huge wave
caused the ship to lurch.  The di a mond fell just out side
the rail and into the ocean and was gone for ever.

Thou sands are do ing the same thing, throw ing their
lives away for things.

Sword of The Lord

Peace

“The Lord lift up His coun te nance upon thee,
and give thee peace.” (Num. 6:26)

This verse is like a bless ing, like a sun beam upon us
all.  It is called a bene dic tion.  When the Lord is in our
hearts, and we are in His will, His coun te nance is upon
us, and we have peace with Him and with one an other.

For some time, Grandma had been watch ing
Susanna, who lived across the street, as she played out
of doors.  She asked her grand son, Ar thur, if he knew
what made her such a happy girl.  Ar thur said that he
knew her, but did not know what made her happy.  As he 
looked out of the win dow, he saw that she was play ing
nearby their house.  He opened the win dow and called to 
her’ tell ing her that his grand mother would like to see
her.  Susanna came into the room where grandma stood
wait ing.

“My grand mother wants to know what makes you
al ways look so happy and pleas ant,” Ar thur said.

Susanna looked sur prised, and said, “My fa ther is
sick, and my mother is very tired, and now my baby is
cut ting teeth and is very cross.  If I am not cheer ful, who
will be?”

Susanna had love for her par ents and her baby sis ter, 
and she tried to be a sunbeam for them.  Let Je sus into
your heart and you, too, can be a sun beam.

Dear Lord Je sus, lift up Thy face upon us, and give
us the peace that we need in our walk in this life with
Thee.  IN Je sus’ name.  Amen.  

Altar Steps, by Pastor R. P. Haakonson



An Ongoing Revival
The Re vival Be gin ning in 1925 

The spir i tual life in the com mu nity had ebbed out. 
There were lights that con tin ued to burn; lay peo ple met
oc ca sion ally for prayer and med i ta tion.

A tes ti mony by Wil liam Windahl
From my ear li est child hood, I was con scious of the in -

dwell ing of the Trin ity in my heart.  The prayers we were
taught to pray at meal-time and be fore go ing to bed to
sleep at night filled me with the knowl edge and pres ence
of Je sus.

Born on June 16, 1901, at Ellerth, Min ne sota, seven
miles west of Newfolden, we as chil dren were blest with
born-again, piet ist ic grand par ents and par ents, who
brought us to the Lord in bap tism, to Sunday School, a
month-long pa ro chial (to day called VBS), church, prayer
meet ings, evan ge lis tic meet ing and, even tu ally, con fir ma -
tion.

As I grew older, I did not com mit my life openly or
pub licly to Christ, but tried to live a se cret Chris tian life.  I
had fel low ship with Je sus, but did not have as sur ance of
sal va tion, but con stantly prayed that God would con vert
me.

In 1922, I left for Min ne ap o lis to study art at the Min -
ne ap o lis School of Art.  One day, I went to a store to buy
an item for my art work.  I ob served that the owner of the
store had a strong Nor we gian ac cent.  He was friendly and
asked me what I was do ing in the city.  He in vited me to
their Young Peo ple’s meet ing that com ing Sunday night.  I 
asked him what de nom i na tion his church be longed to and
he in formed me that it was the Nor we gian Evan gel i cal
Free Church.  Surely, this was God’s lead ing.  I at tended
their ser vices and the sec ond time the be loved Chris tians
helped me to take an open stand for Christ.  Af ter some
months of spir i tual bat tle, the Holy Spirit led me to as sur -
ance of sal va tion based on His prom ises.  My con ver sion
was as rev o lu tion ary as if I had been the rob ber on the
cross.  I ex pe ri enced an over whelm ing joy, peace and love.

When I re turned home to Newfolden, the Free Evan -
gel i cal pas tor there had heard that I had been saved in their
Min ne ap o lis-lo cated church and de sired that I should join
their church.  Be ing a strong Lu theran of the Haugean
spirit, I had no in cli na tion to change.

When I was saved, God gave me a tre men dous bur den 
for my un saved broth ers and sis ters and our home com mu -
nity.  We did not know of any con fess ing young per son in
our church.  The old Chris tians in our Bethesda con gre ga -
tions, as well as in the Lu theran Free Church, were still
pray ing for re vival and an awak en ing.

Through a male cho rus that came to Newfolden and
sang in the Lu theran Free Church, Rev. John Hjelmeland,

pas tor, I be came ac quainted with the Lu theran Brethren
Synod with head quar ters and schools in Grand Forks,
North Da kota.  The fol low ing year, I was en rolled as a stu -
dent there and joined their male cho rus sing ing first tenor. 
The di rec tor, Prof. Al fred Bridston, again ar ranged a tour
in the Newfolden com mu nity, and in our church.  The day
came when we started for Newfolden.  Pre vi ous to this, I
had had a dream in which I saw a fresh mound, a grave
where one of my un saved rel a tives had just been bur ied.
As we rode along in the old bus, I was so bur dened for the
un saved in our com mu nity that I lit er ally felt sick.

We sang in our home church, Bethesda, that eve ning,
and I no ticed young peo ple, who were moved.  We had no
con cert planned for the next day, Fri day af ter noon, and the 
church el ders asked if we could stay for an other ser vice,
which we did.  That af ter noon, we ex pe ri enced a Heaven-
sent awak en ing.  The hearts of sev eral young peo ple were
stirred, con victed and yielded to God.  Those, who came
that day, were two of my sis ters, Esther (Mrs. A. A.
Pederson) and Flor ence (Mrs. Carl Haugen), brother, Ar -
nold, and sis ter-in-law, (Mrs. Ar thur Windahl), and
cousin, Wil liam Lein.  

This was a be gin ning of a re vival, and awak en ing,
which con tin ued in Newfolden, bring ing many souls to
Christ.  

Taken from, An Ongoing Revival, Compiled by Mr.
Harvey Dyrud, Rural Newfolden, MN, 

Lord will ing con tin ued in the next is sue of the MG
(Ar nold Windahl Con tinues)

Ed i tor’s Note: Trust ing this ar ti cle also, is a real bless -
ing to you and an en cour age ment; keep ing in mind that
God does not change; so, He is able to do this to day, to -
mor row, and al ways.

Per sonally, this has been a spe cial-bless ing to Barb
and my self as I had the priv i lege and re spon si bil ity to
serve as their un der-shep herd (Bethany along with
Westaker Free Lu theran and Hegland Lu theran (In de -
pend ent?) years ago and had very close fel low ship with
Harvey and Wil liam and Ar nold Windahl!

P.S. Now, very in ter est ing and en cour ag ing as a
daugh ter of Pas tor & Mrs. R. P. Haakonson has re quested
a goodly num ber of Al tar Steps in which we had the priv i -
lege and re spon si bly of work ing to gether with in this the
Lord’s min is try (Who was the Ed i tor of the Morn ing Glory 
and one of the Evan ge lists for HLIF); whom Barb & I
knew per son ally! One time I asked R.P., How can you
han dle all this per se cu tion (false ac cu sa tions)?  His re -
sponse was that if I did not have a sense of hu mor, I would
break -up!  No doubt is some what true of the faith ful call -
ing of true sol diers (war riors) of the daily-cross of Je sus
call ing to each of us also!
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Do Not Love The World
“Do not love the world or the things in the world.

If any one loves the world, the love of the Fa ther is not 
in him.”  (I John 2:15)

It will soon be fall and hunt ing sea son. There is a
phe nom e non that hap pens in ru ral ar eas par tic u larly
around Min ne ap o lis and Chi cago at that time of the year.
An amaz ing num ber of cat tle are shot. You get all these
city slick ers who have never set foot in the coun try be -
fore, who all of a sud den de cide that they are go ing to be
deer hunt ers. They go out in the coun try and they will see
an an i mal and say, “My what a beau ti ful deer”. “No sir
that’s a cow”, “Are you sure it’s not a deer?” “No, it’s a
cow, it says moo, please if it says moo, don’t shoot it.” If
it looks like a cow, if it acts like a cow, and if it sound’s
like a cow, it’s not a deer, it’s a cow. 

We use that logic in the phys i cal realm all the time,
but some how things get fuzzy when we talk about the
spir i tual. You see some body that looks like the world,
they act like the world, and they sound like the world, but
they pro fess to be a Chris tian, they were bap tized, they
said a prayer. We’re not sup posed to look ob jec tively and
log i cally at that per son and say, they look like the world,
there is a pos si bil ity that they are not saved. Scrip tures
says any one who loves the world, the love of the Fa ther is 
not in Him. John makes it pretty clear. 

Look at the church, read the sta tis tics, the sex ual im -
mo ral ity, di vorce, the power strug gles within the church,
the di vi sion. Just think about it, there are things that peo -
ple who call them selves Chris tians do to day that even 50
years ago the non-Chris tians would n’t have done un less
it was in the dark ness of night. But to day the Church cel e -
brates it. The church, even the evan gel i cal church is in -
volved in so many worldly pur suits, it’s no won der there
is a spir i tual fam ine go ing on. 

Do not love the world. The word trans lated love? Yes
it’s a form of the word Agape, the way it’s used here it
means: “to take plea sure in the thing, prize it above other
things, be un will ing to aban don it or do with out it”

Do not love the world. Do not take plea sure in the
world, don’t prize the world above the things of God, be
will ing to aban don the world, to do with out it. 

How is this pos si ble? How can you not love the
world, it has such a pull on us? John is not in this epis tle
lay ing down the way of sal va tion, but the tests to see if
the kind of faith you have is truly sav ing faith. There is
only one way to not love the world, be con verted, be
saved, have a new heart, be born again. If you are not
saved, you won’t love God’s word, and trea sure it, med i -
tate on it, and mem o rize it. If God has n’t re moved your
heart of stone and given you a new heart, the last place

you want to be is with other Chris tians. 
We need to un der stand that Chris tian ity is not just

“Do not touch, do not taste, do not han dle”. Be cause the
do ing or not do ing won’t save you. You can do all the
right things for all the wrong rea sons. But what John is
talk ing about is a su per nat u ral work of God in your life so 
you now want to do the right things be cause you love
God and your de sire is to please him. 

Our world knows prac ti cally noth ing about that kind
of con ver sion any more. The pro cess of sal va tion, the
awak en ing to our need, the sor row for sin, prob a bly even
a striv ing to for sake sin un der our own strength, but suf -
fer ing de feat, but then the sweet sur ren der to Je sus and a
changed life. Is that what you have ex pe ri enced? 

Hans Niel sen Hauge grew up in a very godly home,
they at tended church reg u larly, had fam ily de vo tions,
now ev ery one to day and even in his day would say that
Hans Hauge was al ready a Chris tian. Noth ing more
needs to be done, just be faith ful in church and re ceive the 
sac ra ments and you’ll be OK. But young Hauge sensed
oth er wise and kept pray ing and seek ing. One day while
he was work ing out in the field, he was med i tat ing and
sing ing The Hymn “Je sus, I Long For Thy Blessed Com -
mu nion”, and this is what he said hap pened. 

“My heart was so up lifted to God that I don’t know
nor can I ex press what took place in my soul. As soon as 
my un der stand ing re turned, I re gret ted that I had n’t
served the lov ing   and all-gra cious God; now I felt that
no worldly thing was of  im por tance. It was a glory
which no tongue can ex plain; my soul felt some thing
su per nat u ral, di vine, and blessed. . .  I had a com pletely
trans formed mind, a sor row over all sins,  a burn ing de -
sire that oth ers should share the same grace, a par tic u -
lar de sire to read the Scrip tures, es pe cially Je sus’ own
teach ings as well as new light to un der stand them and
the teach ings of godly men; to ward the one goal: that
Christ has come to be our Sav ior, that we should be
born again by His spirit, be con verted, and be sanc ti fied
more and more in god li ness,  to serve the tri une God
alone  in or der to im prove and pre pare our souls for the
eter nal bless ed ness.” (Jo seph M Shaw; “Pul pit Un der
The Sky”)

Hans Hauge ex pe ri enced what John is talk ing about;
if you have a new heart then these things that John talks
about in his first let ter are the most nat u ral things to do. 

“Do not love the world or the things in the world.
If any one loves the world, the love of the Fa ther is not
in him.” 

Who do you love this day? Do you love Je sus and
want to please Him, or do you love the world? 

Submitted by Mr. Wayne Almlie
Des Moines, IA



Beware of “American Families Plan”
(Pres i dent), Joe Biden …calls it the Amer i can Fam -

ilies Plan, a “free” daycare sys tem that would give rad i -
cal Left ists an even ear lier grip on our chil dren…

Af ter years of gov ern ment-run PreK, the data all says 
it’s a bust.  It’s cer tainly no com par i son to an in sti tu tion
that costs tax pay ers noth ing: the in tact fam ily. 

… So while Biden may say he wants to make a
“once-in-a-gen er a tion in vest ment into our chil dren,
more fam i lies will see it for what the pro gram re ally is –
get ting more kids away from par ents and into a gov ern -
ment-con trolled en vi ron ment.

… The prob lem is n’t that the gov ern ment wants to
help – the prob lem is what kind of “help” the gov ern ment 
is of fer ing…

Biden’s idea is to plunk kids into a gov ern ment-con -
trolled daycare, where they’re sub jected to all man ners of 
rac ist pro pa ganda – things like crit i cal race the ory, gen -
der flu id ity and pre-K sex ed.  In stead of preach ing
anti-Amer i can ism (to kids) at age five, the ex trem ists
could get their clutches on kids… as young as two and
three.             

Tony Perkins, WASHINGTON WATCH 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

TWO BROTHERS 
There were two boys in the Tay lor fam ily.  The older

said he must make a name for his fam ily and so turned his 
face to ward Par lia ment and fame.  The youn ger de cided
to give his life to the ser vice of Christ and so turned his
face to ward China and duty.

Hud son Tay lor, the brother who went to China, died,
be loved and known on ev ery con ti nent.  But when I
looked in an old en cy clo pe dia to see what the other one
had done, I found these words, ‘The brother of Hud son
Tay lor.”

Pulpit Power

Faith Ver sus Doubt

Doubt sees the ob sta cles; 
Faith sees the way!
Doubt sees the dark est night;
Faith sees the day!
Doubt dreads to take a step,
Faith soars on high!
Doubt ques tions, “Who be lieves?”
Faith an swers, “I will, I do, I have.”

Wrestling in Prayer, 1

“Watch and pray, that ye enter not into
temptation.”  (Mark 14:38)

MOST of us can not quite un der stand how prayer can
in volve dif fi culty and an guish.  Why should pray ing en -
tail so much suf fer ing?  Why should our prayer life be a
con stant source of an guish?

If we will re flect but for a mo ment, we will, how ever, 
see that it re ally can not be oth er wise.  If prayer is, as we
have seen, the cen tral func tion of the new life of faith, the 
very heart-beat of our life in God, it is ob vi ous that our
prayer life must be come the tar get against which Sa tan
di rects his best and most nu mer ous darts.

He un der stands better than we do what prayer means
to our selves and to oth ers. That is why his chief at tack is
di rected against our prayer life.  If he can in one way or in 
an other weaken it, his pros pects of steal ing our life in
God with out us even no tic ing it are of the very best.

This is not only the most pain less way of steal ing
from us our spir i tual life; it is also the qui et est way, the
way which cre ates the least sen sa tion.  Sa tan de sires
above all to pro vide him self with ser vants who think that
they are God’s chil dren and who are even looked upon as
chil dren of God by oth ers.

For this rea son Sa tan mo bi lizes ev ery thing that he
can com man deer in or der to hin der our prayer.  He has an
ex cel lent con fed er ate in our own bos oms: our old Adam.
Our car nal na ture is, ac cord ing to the Scrip tures and our
own bit ter ex pe ri ence, en mity against God (Romans
8:7); and our old na ture re al izes that it can ex pect noth ing 
but mor ti fi ca tion ev ery time we re ally ap proach God in
prayer.

It is im por tant for us to bear this clearly in mind.  By
so do ing we will, in the first place, be able to ac count for
some thing which we for merly could not un der stand,
namely, the aver sion to prayer which we feel more or less 
strongly from time to time.  Our dis in cli na tion to pray
should not make us anx ious or be wil dered. It should
merely sub stan ti ate to us the old truth that the “flesh
lusteth against the spirit.” We shall have our car nal na -
tures with us as long as we live here be low, and we must
en dure the dis com fi ture oc ca sioned thereby.

We should deal with the un will ing ness of our flesh in 
this re spect in the same way as we deal with all the other
sin ful de sires of our flesh.  We should take it to God and
lay it all be fore Him.  And the blood of Je sus Christ will
cleanse us from this sin as it does from all other sin.

Prayer by O. Hallesby, Ph.D.
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Trust
“Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him. 

Even so, I will de fend my own ways be fore Him. 
He also shall be my sal va tion, For a hyp o crite
could not come be fore Him.”  (Job 13:15-16)
The world views fi nan cial set back, phys i cal suf fer ing, or 
a loved one’s death as tragic.  Con versely the Chris tian
who is ma tur ing in God’s GRACE does not char ac ter ize 
their suf fer ing as ca lam i tous but in stead they see God’s
lov ing, fil ter ing Hand in their tri als.  While they can be
se vere, tri als are only tem po rary.  They are meant to
teach us, change us, and thus are invalu able.  We come
through them with the as sur ance of an ap proved faith.  
––George Ferrier

With mercy and with judg ment my web of time He wove,

And aye, the dews of sor row were lustered with His love;

I’ll bless the hand that guided, I’ll bless the heart that
planned,

When throned where glory dwelleth in Im man uel’s land. 

–Anne R. Cousin

Up Date
En large Your Bor ders

“Enlarge the place of your tent, And
let them stretch out the curtains of

your dwellings; Do not spare;
Lengthen your cords, And strengthen 

your stakes.” (Isaiah 54:2)

Please no tice the words of ter rific priv i lege,
di rec tive, re spon si bil ity; as you re-read Isaiah
54:2, En large, stretch out, dwell ings, Do not
spare, Lengthen & strengthen!  To have a part in
the King of Kings here on earth, by HIS GRACE!

What a great de scrip tion of what we are try -
ing to do, by the Morn ing Glory & Hauge Lu -
theran Innermission Fed er a tion; to seek the lost
and nour ish  the Chris tians!  Thank you for your
fel low ship in this Gos pel out reach, as we seek to
make use of the op por tu ni ties in the USA and
other coun tries that come be fore us.

Thus, once again we chal lenge you to pray
for this spe cific min is try, give fi nan cially as the
Lord leads, and sup port in other ar eas as well!  As 
we look at, ex pe ri ence the hor ri ble things that are
tak ing place at home, across the USA and around
the world; how we need a Heaven-sent
REVIVAL, WHICH IS THE REAL ANSWER.

“Be hold, His re ward is with Him.  And His
work be fore Him.  And they shall call them The
Holy Peo ple, The Re deemed of Thee LORD; And 
you shall be called Sought Out, A City Not For -
saken.” (Isa iah 62:11b -12)

P.S. At the pres ent time of com pil ing the
Morn ing Glory; we are in need of born-again,
godly Lu therans who have the same ba sic con -
vic tions as of Hans Nielsen Hauge for our Hauge
Board!
ALSO, John Monsen will be def i nitely missed as
a con ser va tive Lu theran who has been on the
HLIB.  May our Liv ing Sav ior (Je sus) bless you
as you con tinue to oc cupy for and with HIM.


