
His Grace, Our Witness
By J. F. Strombeck

hile grace and truth came by Je sus Christ, the wit -
ness of grace has been com mit ted to man. “There
was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
The same came for a wit ness, to bear wit ness of the

Light, that all men through him might be lieve.  He was not
that Light, but was sent to bear wit ness of that Light.”  (John
1:6-8)

The fact that the wit ness was a man and that his name
was John can hardly be with out im por tance.  It has been
given to man to bear wit ness of the LIGHT! The name John
means “God is gra cious.”  

It is most fit ting that the name of the wit ness should so
har mo nize with his ‘mes sage’.  Is it not equally fit ting that
the one to whom was en trusted the writ ing of the Gos pel
which re cords the bring ing of grace and truth should also be
named John?

This man who bore wit ness was “sent from God,” a most 
es sen tial con di tion for one who is to bear wit ness to grace. 
Such a one will be fully qual i fied to bear wit ness of GRACE.
He came to bear wit ness of the LIGHT.  It is of the Light and
the Light alone!  No other is sues are in volved. 

It is in no sense a wit ness of any thing that is good in man
or the ac com plish ments of man.  It does not ex pose the deeds
of dark ness.  The Light it self will do that.  It is not of the guilt
of the world.  That is the tes ti mony of (God’s) Law (Romans
3:19)

So also, he who would bear to the world wit ness of the
Light must cen ter his whole mes sage in Him by whom came
grace and truth. It must tell of what HE is and what He has

done.  There is no room here for a moral re form or so cial
bet ter ment pro gram!  

He came to bear wit ness of the Light that all men
through him might be lieve.  Here is the first men tion in
John’s Gos pel of the word “be lieve” (Ed. the word ‘be -
lieve’ means to come to faith in ac tion; not just head
knowl edge) This word in cludes within it self all that man
must do in or der to be come par takers of grace and truth
(Ed. As you know, re pen tance first).  

It is used in its var i ous forms about a hun dred times
in this Gos pel. 

JESUS SAID that it was God’s work to cause men to
be lieve on Him whom God had sent (John 6:29) and the
pur pose of the writ ing of the GOSPEL was that men might
be lieve and be liev ing, might have life (John 20:31).

IF, any thing more than be liev ing were nec es sary to
re ceive eter nal life, then it most as sur edly would have
been men tioned in that Book which is es pe cially writ ten
to show the way to Eter nal Life!

“He (John the Bap tist) was not that Light, but was
sent to bear wit ness of that Light” (1:18).  He was but a
wit ness of the Light.  HOW IMPORTANT THAT IS! 
Un der GRACE man is not the light of the world.  ONLY
the WORD that was with God and was GOD is the Light
of the world.

Grace is God’s in fi nite pro vi sion in love and that in -
cludes re gen er a tion or the gift of Eter nal Life, which is
in fi nitely more than mere res to ra tion of the life that was
lost by Adam’s sin.  
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“He who is jus ti fied
stands in grace and has ac -
cess to that grace by faith”
(Romans 5:2) ALL that the
be liever is, is by GRACE
(I Co rin thi ans 15:10) and
GOD’S GRACE is suf fi cient
to meet ALL needs (II Co rin -
thi ans 12:9).

Gifts for “the per fect ing
of the saint, for the work of
the min is try, for the ed i fy ing
of the body of Christ: Till we
all come…unto a per fect
man, unto the mea sure of the
stat ure of the fulness of
Christ,” are said to be grace
given “ac cord ing to the mea -
sure of the gift of Christ.”
(Ephe sians 4:7-13)

Then there is “the grace
that is to be brought …at the
rev e la tion of Je sus Christ.”
(I  Pe ter 1:13)  This is the cul -
mi nat ing pro vi sion of the
God of all grace, who hath
called us unto his eter nal
glory by Christ Je sus.

In all this is grace not
only to re deem and jus tify the 
sin ner, but to take him
through the vi cis si tudes of
his earthly life and fi nally
con form him to the im age of
the Son of God.  

That is grace upon grace! 
This is the grace and truth
that came by Je sus Christ.  It
is all of the full ness of Christ
and in no way co mes from the 
ef fort of man. 

In bring ing this mes sage
of grace upon grace, John re -
al ized that he was noth ing in
him self.  He was but “the
voice of one cry ing in the
wil der ness” (vs. 23). He was
but an in stru ment used by
ANOTHER!  That is the true
con di tion of man wit ness ing
to the Grace. (Romans 6:13)

Sword of the Lord
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My times are in thy hand
Psalm 31:15

Ev ery hu man be ing has a cer tain span of life!  In this
span of life there are cer tain pe ri ods which are es pe cially
bright and good, while oth ers are filled with trib u la tion
and sor row.

Who de cides what our days shall be like?
Some times it may seem that ev ery thing that hap pens

is only ac ci den tal, with out any plan.  And be hind the ac -
ci den tal the pow ers of evil seem to play an im por tant
part.

But this is not true!  Noth ing is ac ci den tal!  And the
pow ers of evil can not de cide what the life of a child of
God shall be like.  God stands be hind all that hap pens. 
“My times are in thy hand.”

He who learns to see this re ceives a won der ful feel -
ing of se cu rity.  The bur dens of life are not so hard to bear 
when we re al ize that GOD stands be hind all that hap -
pens.  And the fu ture will not be dark and dis mal IF we
be lieve that all our times are in God’s Hands!

Streams of Gladness by Fredrik Wisloff,
Augsburg Publishing House

\     \     \     \     \     \     \

Jesus has Scars

By Pas tor Troy Tysdal

On July 9, 2020, a six-year-old boy and his
four-year-old sis ter were at a friend’s house.  Af ter grow -
ing bored in side, the three chil dren de cided to play in the
back yard.  Upon en ter ing the yard, the friend pointed to
one dog and said,  “That’s the nice dog.”  He then pointed 
to a sec ond dog, a Ger man Shep herd, and said, “That’s
the mean one.”

Im me di ately, the mean one trot ted over to the lit tle
girl!  Her older brother could tell the dog in tended to
harm her, so he stepped be tween them.  The dog tried to
go around him, but the boy re fused to let it pass.  He knew 
the dan ger.  He later said, ‘one of us had to die, I thought
it should be me.’

HE WAS SIX!
When the dog was blocked a sec ond time from

reach ing the lit tle girl, it bit the boy on his face!  It
grabbed hold of him, tear ing him open be low the eye to
the cor ner of the mouth.  Later, it would take ninety
stitches to put his face back to gether!  When the dog fi -
nally let go, the boy did not cry for help.  In stead, he
stood up, put him self be tween the dog and his sis ter

again, and took her to a place in the yard where he
thought she would be safe.  

My heart sank as the nightly news broad cast pho tos
of the young boy’s face!  It was as IF all the world’s
brokenness was held in that one im age!  At that mo ment,
my son’s voice cut through the room, re mind ing me of
the Gos pel!  HE said, “That’s what Je sus did for us.”  I
asked him, “How so?” and he re plied, “The devil wants
to de stroy us, but Je sus steps in front of him.” 
(Isa iah 53:4-5)

Surely He took up our pain and bore our suf fer ing,
yet we con sid ered Him pun ished by GOD, Stricken by
Him, and af flicted.  But he was pierced for our trans gres -
sions, He was crushed for our in iq ui ties; the pun ish ment
that brought us peace was on Him, and by His wounds we 
are healed.  

We are all help less lit tle four-year-olds, and the en -
emy of our souls is in the yard.  The Apos tle Pe ter tells us, 
“The devil prowls around like a roar ing lion look ing for
some one to de vour”! (1 Pe ter 5:8).  We ap pear de fense -
less to such a foe.  Our sin has left us ex posed!  In our
frailty, he whis pers that we are aban doned. In our
strength, he tells us that we are gods!  When we are kind,
he tells us that we are righ teous! 

What a clever foe!  He crosses the yard, hell-bent to
harm us!  The power of his jaws is un matched, but
JESUS steps in.  The en emy’s bite of fers no mercy, Ju das
be trays Him with a kiss, Pi late washes his hands, the sun
re fuses to shine, Pe ter de nies him as the rooster crows,
un til fi nally it is fin ished, and the life less body of Je sus is
placed in a (bor rowed) tomb!  The pun ish ment that
brought us peace was on HIM!  

The Apos tle Paul writes, “None of the rul ers of this
age un der stand it, for if they had, they would not have
cru ci fied the Lord of glory” 1 Co rin thi ans 2:8.  The rul ers 
of this age were bent on evil, but what they in tended for
evil, God meant for good!  As Je sus gave up His Spirit,
the chains of Hell were bro ken for ever.  

Do you have scars?  I am sure that you do!  Some are
vis i ble, and oth ers re main hid den, so deep you dare not
speak of them.  Hear this: your scars will soon dis ap pear. 
A day is com ing when the only scars you will see will be
those that be long to our Lord.  

When your en emy at tacks you with your sin, re mind
him of the One who scars mark the wound by which we
have been healed, the One whose scars hold all the
brokenness of the world.  That will si lence Him, un til the
day he is si lenced for ever by our Sav ior! 

Faith & Fellowship
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Crisis Among The Youth
“And let us run with per se ver ance the race marked

out for us, fix ing our eyes on Je sus, the pi o neer and per -
fecter of our faith.  For the joy set be fore Him, He en -
dured the cross, scorn ing its shame, and sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.  Con sider Him who en -
dured such op po si tion from sin ners, so that you will not
grow weary and lose heart.”  (He brews 12:1-3)

To day, we are watch ing our be loved coun try sink to
new lows as things seem to be get ting darker and darker.  
For ex am ple, there was open sa tanic wor ship at the re -
cent Grammy Awards cer e mony, tele vised live.  Other
en ter tain ment such as mov ies, car toons, and video
games all are seek ing to in flu ence our so ci ety (Ed. As
we live in a sin ful world, and sin ners en joy the plea sures 
of sin for the pres ent time – NOT “choos ing rather to
suf fer af flic tion with the peo ple of God than to en joy the
pass ing plea sures of sin.” He brews 11:25.)  down a very 
dark path, es pe cially tar get ing our young peo ple.  Pro -
gres sives have in fil trated much of our pub lic ed u ca tion
sys tem, in flu enc ing our chil dren with their “woke
agenda.” Start ing at the youn gest ages.  Many, youth are 
walk ing away from the faith of their par ents and grand -
par ents. Pol i ti cians are seek ing to de stroy and re build
ev ery thing our Coun try has been founded on.  Ad dic -
tion and sui cide among the young are off the charts! 
This dark ness con fronts our senses and has the po ten tial
to pull us into de spair and hope less ness IF we al low it
to.  IF we spend most of our time watch ing and lis ten ing
to the sec u lar me dia, it can weigh our hearts down, caus -
ing us to sink into a “slough of de spond.”  BUT that is
not God’s will for us, and we must re sist it with all our
hearts!

YOUTH AWAKENING AS WELL

It is also true that GOD is mov ing pow er fully in our
Coun try!  IF we will look, we will find that there are
many en cour ag ing things tak ing place.  A num ber of
pow er ful Chris tian-themed mov ies are be ing re leased
and are find ing tre men dous sup port (Ed. ??).  Re ports
are be ing heard of stu dent-led re newal of prayer, wor -
ship and in ter ces sion go ing on across our Na tion……. 
We must also see that we still have a vi tal role to play in
our day.  God is n’t fin ished with us yet!  We must grieve
no lon ger over the thought of “things will never be the
way they were.”  …

THE POWER OF FOCUS 

“Fixing our eyes on Je sus, the pi o neer and per fecter
of our faith” (vs. 2).  

We must not al low our selves to be dis tracted or en -
ter tained into a state of ap a thy.  We must fo cus first and
fore most on JESUS.  He is, and al ways will be, the fo cal
point of our lives.  IF we have al lowed the en emy’s work 
to have more in flu ence over our at ti tudes and dis po si -
tion, we need to re-fo cus our hearts on the Lord un til our 
hearts are lifted up in hope and faith.  Through wor ship
and be ing in the Word, we be hold Him and are trans -
formed into His im age (11 Co rin thi ans 3:18).  The ev i -
dence of our hav ing been with Je sus is when our hearts
are over flow ing with His love, joy and peace.  This must 
be how we walk in these days of great change and great
chal lenge.  That is how we shine in the dark ness. 

THE POWER OF PERSEVERANCE 

“And let us run with per se ver ance the race marked
out for us” (vs. 1).  

It is only keep ing our eyes on JESUS that we will be 
po si tioned to “run the race marked out for us.”

We must not think that we are no lon ger use ful to the 
Lord or for His work ing through us!  We can con tinue to
make a dif fer ence in the lives of those around us un til
we draw our last breath!  It’s not over us, un less we give
up!  Our lives can (do) still have pur pose and mean ing,
not the least of which are the prayers and in ter ces sion
we make on be half of that which we love: our fam i lies,
our churches, our schools, and our Coun try.  As we per -
se vere, we are be ing changed from the in side out to be
more like JESUS!  This is part of our wit ness and tes ti -
mony to our loved ones and be yond!

THE POWER OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

“Con sider Him who en dured such op po si tion from
sin ners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart”
(vs. 3).  

Wea ri ness and dis cour age ment are great weap ons
that the en emy uses against the peo ple of God to try to
hin der what God is do ing in the world.  These can only
be over come by be liev ing and speak ing the ‘Truth’ of
GOD’S WORD.  We can be a part of what GOD is do ing 
IF we are will ing.  This is the time for us to come to -
gether, en cour age one an other (He brews 10:24-25) and
unify around JESUS CHRIST and His Work on our be -
half to bring Sal va tion and trans for ma tion.  Times of re -
fresh ing will come!  “Let us not be come weary in do ing
good, for at the proper time we will reap a har vest if we
do not give up.” (Galatians 6:9)

Rick Barnhart, The Vine and the Branches. 



A Memorial to the Cross

Please read Luke 22:14-20 

“And he said to them, ‘I have ea gerly de sired to eat
this Pass over with you be fore I suf fer.’” (Luke 22:15)

IF you were to sur vey all of hu man his tory —- ev ery
na tion, ev ery cul ture, ev ery era —- you would dis cover
that cru ci fix ion is about as pain ful a way to die as any
form of tor ture ever de vised in the hearts of sin ful man. 
And yet, Je sus en dured it for us!  He suf fered a greater
form of ag ony and shame than most of us will ever know. 

Even so, on the night be fore He died, with the cross
just hours away, He said He was ea ger to en joy one last
Pass over with His dis ci ples (see Luke 22:15).  Why?  Be -
cause He wanted to pre pare His friends for the hor ror and 
con fu sion they were about to ex pe ri ence.  He wanted to
es tab lish a me mo rial to the Cross.   

The Pass over was al ways meant to serve as a pic ture
of the Son of God’s sac ri fice.  The lambs who died that

night were but a shadow of the true Lamb of God.  The
sal va tion the Is ra el ites ex pe ri enced as they es caped
Egypt was but a pre view of the greater sal va tion se cured
by Christ.  And Je sus wanted His friends to be able to
look back on that meal and know its true sig nif i cance.  He 
told them to re mem ber Him each time they broke the
bread and drank the wine (Ed. Grape Juice, as ‘wine’ is
not the first-fruit of the vine).  

That’s why we cel e brate the Lord’s Sup per to gether. 
We par take of the bread and the cup to re mem ber the
grav ity of our sin and the enor mity of God’s amaz ing
grace – to know that the Cross was never an af ter thought
in the mind of God.  May we al ways re mem ber just how
much it cost for us to be saved!            

My Journal, Dr. Michael Youssef, April, 2023.
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Ed i to rial 

By a con cerned Grand & Great Grand mother
“Be hold, God is my sal va tion, I will trust and not be afraid; For the LORD God is my

strength and song, And He has be come my sal va tion.” (Isa iah 12:2)

When I was a young girl, I heard the call to re pen tance
sev eral times.  One eve ning at an Evan ge lis tic Mtg. in
our Church I was un der much con vic tion of sin.  I re -
sponded to an Al tar call and gave my heart to Je sus.
Old things passed away and be hold all things be came
new.

Re cently I re ceived some free coast ers in the mail.  In -
scribed on the back of the coaster were these words
from Isa iah.  Each time we sat down to a meal I read
this verse and the Lord im pressed on me that God is in -
deed my sal va tion. {God pro vides us with His Word in 
in ter est ing ways.}  I can trust Him and not be afraid.  It 
is easy to be anx ious when all around us things are fall -
ing apart in our so ci ety like ris ing prices, fail ing gov -
ern ment prom ises, threats of wars and in creased
im mo ral ity on ev ery side.  Our Grand chil dren and
Great-grand chil dren are faced with this on ev ery hand.  
Only the grace of God can spare them from this in flu -
ence.  We need to be on our knees in prayer for the

com ing gen er a tion.  “…The ef fec tual, fer vent prayer
of a righ teous man availeth much.” (James 5:16) I can
only come in His righ teous ness.  “For the Lord God is
my strength and my song, and he has be come my sal -
va tion.”

The song writer puts it this way: 

“He giv eth more grace when the bur dens grow greater,

He sendeth more strength when the la bors in crease; 

To added af flic tion He added His mercy, 

To mul ti plied tri als, His mul ti plied peace. 

His love has no limit, His grace has no mea sure, 

His power has no bound ary known unto men; 

For out of His in fi nite riches in JESUS, 

He giv eth, and giv eth, and giv eth again!” 

Praise be His name! He has won the vic tory!

Barb Stueland
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From our  Fellowship Circle

D. H. De troit Lakes, MN 
When I was around six years old, I was wor ried/con -
cerned about what would hap pen to me IF I were to die! 
I was raised in a Chris tian home and at tend ing church
very reg u larly; so I (much of an un der stand ing of
heaven and hell as some one that age could have), was
con cerned about Eter nity!  I re mem ber ask ing my
Mother about it, and she “told me that IF I asked for for -
give ness for my sins and placed my trust in Je sus, I
would have peace, know ing that I would go to Heaven
IF something hap pened to me.”  As life went on, and I
be came a teen ager, my de sire to walk with the Lord be -
came less of a pri or ity.  Soon there af ter I found my self
tak ing less time to read Scrip ture and prayer, and at tend -
ing church be came an ob li ga tion, and I wanted noth ing
to do with Chris tians who were con cerned about where I 
was headed spir i tu ally.  My life was filled with sur -
round ing my self with friends, co-work ers, mu sic and
hob bies that were not pleas ing to GOD!  I knew better,
but was more con cerned with pleas ing oth ers than pleas -
ing God, con trary to Scrip ture.  I thank God to this day
that HE sur rounded me with friends and fam ily who
con tin ued reach ing out to me, and pray ing for me.”

In Oc to ber of 2002, Faith Lu theran Church of De troit
Lakes, MN was host ing “Cam pus Days” for a Chris tian
pro gram which fea tured a va ri ety of Godly speak ers that 
would even tu ally lead classes in the school.  Over the
week end, I be came con victed of the sin that had taken
over in my life.  Philippians 2:5-11, in par tic u lar, re -
minded me one day, ev ery knee will bow, and ev ery
tongue will con fess, that Je sus is Lord!  It also re minded
me of the sac ri fice that Je sus made, so that through faith
in Him, we are called His chil dren!  I turned from my sin 
that day and com mit ted my life to Him.  Al though I still
sin, I am so grate ful that He for gives and is will ing to
‘re new’ my re la tion ship with Him.  Thus, I have com -
mit ted my life to Him!  Al though I still stum ble and fail
Him; He is so very pa tient and His prom ises in Scrip ture 
are ab so lutely se cure and has sur rounded me to keep me
walk ing with HIM!

“Re cently, I have been feel ing led to serve my Sav ior
more, however that may be!  I’m anx ious and ex cited to
be more in volved with His Work in …with the oth ers in -
volved through prayer and ac tions.  Thank ful for op por -
tu ni ties!

What Do I know of Cal vary’s Love?

There are times when some thing co mes into our
lives which is charged with love in such a way that it
seems to open the Eter nal to us for a mo ment, or at least
some of the Eter nal Things, and great est of these is love.

It may be a small and in ti mate touch upon us or our
af fairs, light as the touch of dawn wind on the leaves of
the tree, some thing not to be cap tured and told to an -
other in words.  But we know that it is our Lord.  And
then per haps the room where we are with its fur ni ture
and books and flow ers, seems less “pres ent” than His
Pres ence, and the heart is drawn into that sweet ness of
which the old hymn sings.

The love of Je sus, what it is
None but His loved ones know.

Or it is the dear hu man love about us that bathes us
as in sum mer seas and rests us through and through. 
Can we ever cease to won der at the love of our com pan -
ions? And then sud denly we rec og nize our Lord in
them. It is His love that they lav ish upon us.  O Love
God made man i fest in Thy lov ers, we wor ship Thee.

Or (not of ten, per haps, for dim ness seems to be
more whole some for us here, but some times, be cause
our Lord is very mer ci ful) it is given to us to look up
through the blue air and see the love of God.  And yet,
af ter all, how lit tle we see! “That ye may be able to com -
pre hend what is the breadth and length and depth and
height and to know the love of Christ which passeth
knowl edge”—the words are too great for us.  What do
we com pre hend, what do we know? Con founded and
abased, we en ter into the Rock and hide us in the dust
be fore the glory of the Maj esty of love—the love whose
sym bol is the cross.

And a ques tion pierces then: What do I know of
Cal vary love?

Love through me, Love of God;
Make me like Thy clear air
Through which, un hin dered, col ors pass
As though it were not there.
Powers of the love of God,
Depths of the heart Di vine,
O love that faileth not, break forth,
And flood this world of Thine.

IF by Amy Carmichael 



Believable …Yet Unbelievable

American Trans Dolls

The com pany Amer i can Girl used to be as so ci ated
with sweet por tray als of dolls from dif fer ent eras pro mot -
ing pos i tive self-es teem.  It was bought out by Mattel and
sells about 30 mil lion dolls per year.  NOW it is pro mot -
ing transgender ide ol ogy to the chil dren who play with
dolls.  Its new book A Smart Girl’s Guide: Body Im age
Book is mar keted to chil dren ages 3 to 12 and tries to nor -
mal ize be ing transgender.  It tells boys they may feel like
girls in side, and that is to tally OK.  It also dis cusses how
to de lay pu berty with hor mone blockers.  It in structs on
how to keep in for ma tion from par ents and pro vides a list
of or ga ni za tions the chil dren can turn to if they don’t
have an adult, they “trust.”      

Source: cbn.com, The Vine and the Branches

Jail Conversions 

The Decatur County, Il li nois, Sher iff’s of fice an -
nounced that it has re cently bap tized 59 in car cer ated men 
and women who came to Christ while in its de ten tion
cen ter.  Over the past 4 years, nearly 300 have given lives
to Je sus Christ.  Sher iff Dave Durant be lieves chang ing
hearts is the way to stop cy cles of drugs and crime.  He
stated, “Whether it be al co hol or drugs or pov erty that are 
cre at ing the cy cle, we only have to change their hearts to
stop the pro cess.”  Durant, who lost his bid for re-elec -
tion, has re ceived both praise and crit i cism for be ing so
open about his faith.  Decatur County caught the at ten -
tion of the Free dom From Re li gion Foun da tion, which
has de manded they cease all Chris tian ac tiv i ties.

faithwire.com

Teacher Fired

A Cal i for nia teacher was fired for not pro mot ing
same-sex mar riage to chil dren ages 1 – 5 years old.  Nelli
Parisenkova worked at Bright Ho ri zons Children’s Cen -
ter in Stu dio City, Cal i for nia.  She asked for and re ceived
an ac com mo da tion to not read any books to the chil dren
that pro moted any mes sages con trary to her bib li cally
held be liefs, such as Daddy, Papa, and Me.  Later the
school de manded that all staff cel e brate and pro mote di -
ver sity in clud ing same-sex mar riage.  One day she was
called into the di rec tor’s of fice, placed on administrative
leave, and es corted out of the build ing.  The school re -
fused to make any ac com mo da tion on re li gious grounds

and en cour aged her to re sign.  They even tu ally ter mi -
nated her.

worthynews.com 

Tik Tok and Other “Prohibited
Technologies” Banned on All Texas State 
Devices

Texas Gov er nor Greg Abbott has is sued a state wide
se cu rity plan that bans the use of Tik Tok on state de -
vices, as well as pro hib it ing any state con trac tors from
con duct ing state busi ness us ing a de vice that has Tik Tok, 
the gov er nor’s of fice an nounced…

“The se cu rity risks as so ci ated with the use of Tik Tok
on de vices used to con duct the im por tant busi ness of our
state must not be un der es ti mated or ig nored,” said Gov -
er nor Abbott…

Any de vice that is con nected to the in ternet is in -
cluded in the ban…

“Owned by a Chi nese com pany that em ploys Chi -
nese Com mu nist Party mem bers,” the gov er nor con tin -
ued, “Tik Tok har vests sig nif i cant amounts of data from a 
user’s de vice, in clud ing de tails about a user’s in ternet ac -
tiv ity.”

Fed eral law mak ers are also pro pos ing a na tional ban
on Tik Tok for any de vice in the United States, af ter pass -
ing the No TikTok on Gov ern ment De vices Act  in De -
cem ber 2022.  

Andrew Chapados,  theblaze.com

Justice Speaks The Truth

Su preme Court Jus tice Sam uel Alito re cently made a
speech for the No tre Dame Law School’s Re li gious Ini -
tia tive.  Alito de scribed the dire state of re li gious lib erty. 
He stated dur ing his key note ad dress, “Re li gious lib erty
is un der at tack in many places be cause it is dan ger ous to
those who want to hold com plete power.”  The Jus tice
said there is a “great turn ing away” from re li gion.  This
in di cates a sig nif i cant part of the pop u la tion is re ject ing
re li gion and thinks it’s not im por tant, so “it is hard to
con vince peo ple that re li gious lib erty is worth de fend ing
if they don’t think that re li gion is a good thing that de -
serves pro tec tion.”  …He fur ther stated there is a nec es -
sary bat tle to help pro tect re li gious lib erty. 

Faithwire.com
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Disney’s “Firebuds” Character Has
Two Moms

Many par ents have al ready found out that Dis ney
Ju nior is no lon ger safe for young chil dren.  Now Dis -
ney’s an i mated se ries Firebuds has added a same-sex
cou ple to the pro gram.  One of the main char ac ters, Vi o -
let, has two moms in the Vega-Vaughn fam ily.

The cre ator of the show, Craig Gerber, tweeted,
“Af ter I sold the firebuds pitch, my 1st de tailed show
over view in cluded Vi o let’s 2 moms.  Dis ney gave us
100% full sup port from day one.  Thrilled to be mak ing
an in clu sive show that re flects the di verse world we live
in w/folks who care as much as I do.”…

1MM is con cerned with the nor mal iza tion of a sin -
ful life style choice dur ing a chil dren’s an i mated show
de signed for pre school ers.  This type of sex u al ity
should never be in cluded in a chil dren’s car toon, much
less praised.

American Family Association 

Most Extreme Abortion Law in the
Nation

Af ter pass ing the house, the abor tion bill named
“The Pro tect Re pro duc tion Op tions (PRO) Act” was
sent to the Min ne sota Sen ate.  Af ter a 15-hour de bate,
the bill was fi nally passed by a 1 vote ma jor ity!  Op po -
nents of the bill have said it is the “most ex treme” abor -
tion law in the Na tion, on par with China and North
Ko rea in its lack of re stric tions.  The Re pub li cans at -
tempted to add nu mer ous amend ments to the bill, but
with out suc cess.  All 35 amend ments were re jected, in -
clud ing amend ments to pro hibit the ster il iza tion of girls
un der age 14, and re quir ing pa ren tal con sent for abor -
tions or ster il iza tion in volv ing mi nors.  This bill makes
any type of abor tion le gal up un til birth, avail able to
any one for any rea son.

Prolifeupdate.com

IN THE DAY OF TROUBLE 

“In the cover of his ta ber na cle will he hide me; he
will lift me up upon a rock.”  (Psalm 27:5)

It is not easy to live in this world of ours.  It is full of
peo ple who, ac cord ing to the Scrip tures and our own ex -
pe ri ence, are wicked.  These wicked peo ple can not, of
course, avoid be ing wicked to ward one an other!  As a
re sult, the world is full of suf fer ing, in flicted by one per -
son upon an other.  Mar ried folk upon each other.  Broth -
ers and sis ters upon one an other.  Friend upon friend. 
Neigh bor upon neigh bor.  Ac quain tance upon ac quain -
tance.  Stranger upon stranger. 

Can we then ex pect to get through this world with -
out ex pe ri enc ing evil at the hands of some one?  NO,
that is quite im pos si ble, un think able.

If we would rec on cile our selves to this fact, it would 
un doubt edly be eas ier for us to en dure mis un der stand -
ing, to bear with pa tience the envy, the cut ting words,
the af fronts, the slan der, the op po si tion, and the per se cu -
tion of men.  

Not even among de vout Chris tians can we avoid
trou ble of this kind.  …

Be lievers, too, can be ex ceed ingly mean to each
other, both in thought, word, and deed…

When Da vid had sinned against the LORD by num -
ber ing the peo ple and was to be pun ished for do ing so,
GOD per mit ted him to choose whether he wanted to flee 
three months be fore his foes while they pur sued him or
that there should be a three days’ pes ti lence in his land.

To which the old, ex pe ri enced king re plied, “I am in 
a great strait; let us fall now into the hand of Je ho vah;
for his mer cies are great; and let me not fall into the
hand of man.”      (II Sam uel 24:13-14)

Sor row and ad ver sity and trib u la tion can be hard
enough to bear. BUT when men nei ther sym pa thize with 
us nor un der stand us, then we ex pe ri ence a choky feel -
ing, as when we can not get air…
Job’s worst ex pe ri ence, too, was when his friends
treated him the way they did.  At such a time we turn
away from men and to the Liv ing GOD!

Under His Wings, by O. Hallesby, Ph.D. 

The BIBLE’S CRITICS HAVE OFTEN DECLARED IT DEAD AND OFFERED TO SERVE AS

PALLBEARERS TO CARRY IT TO THE GRAVEYARD OF HISTORY!  THOSE PALLBEARERS 

LIVE AND DIE WHILE THE CORPSE LIVES ON.  Strangely, the much – maligned corpse

outlives every single one of the pallbearers!



Discovering AMAZING Grace
Amaz ing grace!  How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me!  
I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see.

When John New ton, a for mer sea cap tain, wrote the
lyr ics of “Amaz ing Grace” for a ser mon on New Year’s
Day 1773, he could see the “prod i gal son” in his early
life!  His own Fa ther tried on sev eral oc ca sions to help
him, but New ton was a hard ened prod i gal, a self-con -
fessed “wretch” (a word he bor rowed from Romans
7:24), dis tant from the heart of his fa ther as well as the
heart of God.  Still, John New ton dis cov ered that God in
Christ’s deep and abid ing love does not give up on any -
one.  In his open ing stanza, he lifts up the story of the
prod i gal re stored to son ship (Luke 15:11-32) and the
blind man who re ceived his sight (John 9).  Both aptly
de scribe his be ing blessed in the mer cies of Christ sav ing
grace!

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears re lieved;
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.

John New ton had been through a lot of tri als over the
years, so for his ser mon on New Year’s Day 1773, he se -
lected the text from Da vid’s phrase, “brought me thus
far” for his hymn, add ing only the word safe – for he
knew the dan gers and dire straits of the Sea, BUT he also
trusted the God who would see him home.  That is why
the orig i nal ti tle of “Amaz ing Grace” pub lished in print
was I Chron i cles 17:16-17, Faith’s Re view and Ex pec ta -
tion.”

The Lord has prom ised good to me,
His Word my hope se cures;
He will my shield and por tion be
As long as life en dures.

New ton in scribed two verses from Scrip ture over his
fire place to re mind him of God’s prov i den tial and free ing 
grace. The first of these is Isa iah 43:4. It speaks of God’s
elec tion of his cho sen peo ple.  New ton be lieved, in spite
of all his many sins, that he was cho sen by the Grace in
Christ.  The sec ond text over his fire place was Deu ter on -
omy 15:15, which is about set ting slaves free.  Later in
his life, he would work for the ab o li tion ist move ment. 
New ton pub lished against slav ery in his, Thoughts upon
the  Af ri can Slave Trade (1788); and through his friend -
ship with the pol i ti cian Wil liam Wilber force, he ad -
dressed the House of Com mons on the Slave Trade Act,

which abol ished the slave trade in May 1807, seven
months be fore he died.  The Slav ery Ab o li tion Act was
passed on July 22, 1833, one week be fore Wilber force
died.  The 2006 ma jor mo tion pic ture Amaz ing Grace
chron i cled the in ter lac ing lives of New ton and Wilber -
force and the parts these two men played in end ing slav -
ery in the Brit ish Em pire. 

Yes, when this flesh and heart fail, 
And mor tal life shall cease,
I shall pos sess, within the veil,
A life of joy and peace.

This fifth stanza of (rarely, if ever, sung to day)
speaks of the time of our death as time of hope.  Hope
takes on the sym bol of an an chor, a solid moor ing that a
ship would need, es pe cially on rough wa ters!  New ton
the sea cap tain would cer tainly have had plenty of ex pe -
ri ence with the im por tance of an an chor.  His own hope is 
an chored, or grounded, in Je sus, the priest who has taken
his place at the Throne of GOD in the Holy of Holies
“within the veil” He brews 6:19.  

The earth shall soon dis solve like snow,
The sun for bear to shine;
But God, who called me here be low, 
Will be for ever mine.

The first two lines of this stanza re fer ring to dis solv -
ing earth and a sun re fus ing to shine are from John New -
ton’s read ing of the end times in 2 Pe ter 3:10: “But the
day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heav -
ens will pass away with a loud noise, and the el e ments
will be de stroyed with fire, and the earth and ev ery thing
that is done on it will be dis closed.”  BUT near the end of
his own life was, by the Grace of God in Christ, shielded,
cared for and guarded as a pre cious child of God.  

When we’ve been there 
Ten thou sand years,
Bright shin ing as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Then when we’d first be gun.

This fi nal stanza was not part of New ton’s orig i nal
hymn.  The lyr ics are ac tu ally from “Je ru sa lem My
Happy Home” (1790), re pro duced in Har riet Beecher
Stowe’s own rep re sen ta tion of the hymn in her novel Un -
cle Tom’s Cabin (1852).  By 1910, it be came af fixed to
the hymn “AMAZING GRACE” as a fit ting dox ol ogy to
God’s ever abun dant grace.

By Michael Hoy, © 2023 Creative Communication for
the Parish, Fencorp Dr. a division of Bayard, Inc.
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The Plagues of Passover 
By Da vid Ettinger 

The plagues rep re sent God’s as sault upon false gods
of Egypt; His dec la ra tion that He is the su pe rior ruler

of the uni verse.

The God of Power 

One of the ma jor com po nents of the Pass over story is 
the 10 plagues with which GOD af flicted Egypt.  Some -
times the ac count of the plagues get glossed over as mere
high drama, but the ac count is cru cial to 21st cen tury
Chris tians’ un der stand ing of just who God is.  

Yes, the Pass over is a glo ri ous dis play of God’s
mercy and re demp tion: as He re deemed Is rael from
Egypt, so Christ (sym bol ized by the slain Pass over lamb)
re deems all who be lieve in Him from the bond age and
eter nal con se quences of sin.

But in the plagues, an other at trib ute of GOD was re -
vealed: His power.  In the 10 plagues, God’s might and
sov er eignty over ALL Cre ation was on full dis play.  And
as it was so long ago in Egypt, so it will be again at the
end of the age when our all-pow er ful God will pour out
His fierce an ger upon a wicked, un re pen tant Earth dur ing 
that time the Bi ble calls the Day of the Lord.

Quick Back ground

The back ground, of course, is Is rael’s 400 years of
Egyp tian bond age, and how God chose to ter mi nate it. 
For the God of Is rael, it was not enough to sim ply eman -
ci pate His peo ple, but to show both them and the Egyp -
tians – par tic u larly Pha raoh – ex actly who He was: the
Sov er eign Cre ator of the Uni verse who is God over all –
in clud ing Egypt.  

By way of iden ti fy ing Him self this way, He in sti -
tuted a se ries of plagues to bring home His point.  These
plagues were: blood, frogs, gnats, flies, live stock, boils,
hail, lo custs, dark ness, and the death of all the first born.

The Word “Plagues” 

The He brew word for “plagues’ used here is nega,
which can be trans lated “dis ease,” “af flic tion,” and
“wound.”  But there is an other sense of nega which means
“to strike” or “af flict.”  In mod ern Eng lish, the word
“plague” car ries with it the sense of com mu ni ca ble dis ease 
and ep i dem ics.  This is not nec es sar ily the sense here.

Rather, when we read of the 10 plagues, we should
think more in term of “judg ments.”  These are not so much
the 10 plagues of God,” but the ten judg ments of God.”

The Tar get 

Fur ther more, these were not just some hap haz ard

con coc tions of af flic tions be ing hurled at the Egyp tians. 
The God of Is rael had a very spe cific pur pose, in clud ing
an as sault upon the false gods of Egypt.  GOD would not
only dis play to the Egyp tians He was the su pe rior ruler of 
the uni verse, but that their false de i ties were worth less,
pow er less, and point less.

For the God of Is rael, it was not enough to sim ply
eman ci pate His peo ple, but to show both them and the
Egyp tians - par tic u larly who He was: the Sov er eign–
Cre ator of the uni verse who is God over all – in clud ing
Egypt. 

…when we read of the 10 plagues, we should think
more in terms of judg ments.”

The God of Is rael had a very spe cific pur pose, in -
clud ing an as sault upon the false gods of Egypt.  These
were, in es sence, an at tack on the en tire Egyp tian world-
view.

Ev ery thing which helped the Egyp tians make sense
of the world came crum bling down around them.  Also,
these at tacks on Egyp tian de i ties would be much more
ob vi ous and spe cific to Egyp tians liv ing at that time
than at any other time of his tory.

Let’s take a brief look at the 10 plagues and the de i -
ties the plagues tar geted.

 Blood (Ex o dus 7:14-25)
More than one de ity was tar geted here: Hapi, the god

of the Nile, and Khnum, the god of the wa ter and life.  As
blood filled the Nile, many Egyp tians were no doubt
won der ing why Hapi and Khnum were not rec ti fy ing the
sit u a tion.

 Frogs (Ex o dus 8:1-15)
As frogs con sumed the land, the god Heqet was  in

view.  Heqet was the wife of the above-men tioned
Khnum, and was usu ally de picted as a frog.  Heqet was
the god dess of child birth, but she was in ef fec tive in stop -
ping the spread of all those reek ing am phib i ans! 

 Gnats (Ex o dus 8:16-19)
God told Mo ses to “Say unto Aaron, Stretch out thy

rod, and smite the dust of the land, that it may be come lice 
through out all the land of Egypt” (v.16).  The gnats were
prob a bly mos qui toes, and an at tack on Geb, the god of
the land, spe cif i cally the dirt.  

Flies (Ex o dus 8:20-32)
The He brew word for flies lit er ally trans lates into

“swarms.”  This was an at tack on Khepri, the Egyp tian
god of cre ation, the move ment of the Sun, and of re birth. 
Khepri had the head of a fly.

 Live stock (Ex o dus 9:1-7) 
The plague of live stock was an as sault on the cred i -

bil ity of Apis, the male god of fer til ity, of ten rep re sented
as a bull.  This plague also could have tar geted Nut, a sky



god dess de picted as a cow.

 Boils (Ex o dus 9:8-12
This was an at tack on Qudshu, god dess of sex, in di -

cat ing that the boils likely af flicted the gen i tal area.

 Hail (Ex o dus 9:13-35) 
This was an at tack on Seth, god of wind and storms.  

 Lo custs (Ex o dus 10:1-20) 
This plague was an at tack on Sera pis, the god of pro -

tec tion on the land; Isis, the god dess of life as so ci ated with 
flax and mak ing clothes; or Min, the god of fer til ity and
veg e ta tion, whose job it was to pro tect the crops.  Most
likely, the at tack was on all three false de i ties.

 Dark ness (Ex o dus 10:21-29) 
This was an at tack on ma jor de i ties as so ci ated with the 

Sun and Sky: Re, Ra, Amon Re; Atum, and Horus.

 Death of the First born  (Ex o dus Chap ter 11)  
This ter ri ble plague was an at tack on Pha raoh him self, 

who was re garded as not just a hu man king, but a god, as
well.  That his first born son died proved he was no match
for the God of Is rael.

Les sons of the Plagues 

The 10 plagues, or judg ments, of Egypt prove GOD is
the Cre ator of all things and that all of His Cre ation is at
His dis posal to do with as HE pleases.  May we stand in
awe of the God who cre ated us, and ac knowl edge His
power, glory, and good ness!

Zion’s Fire, (Portrait of Passover). © 2023 publication of 
Zion’s Hope Inc.

My Pur pose …To Serve and Fol low the Lord

Fernando Oliveira 

In 1986 when I was 6 years old, I went to live in South
Af rica.  Dur ing that time my par ents came to know the
Lord as their Sav ior in the Rhema Church.  I grew up
know ing about God, but when we came back to Por tu gal
in 1999, my fa ther left church, and later my par ents got di -
vorced.  I was 15, and I re belled against my fa ther for leav -
ing home.  I lived then with my mother and things were
very dif fi cult fi nan cially for us!  In my re bel lion, I lived a
sin ful life and was out to please my self.  One night, while
watch ing the news and lis ten ing to a re port about a boy
with Can cer, I took a very se ri ous panic at tack.  I did n’t re -
al ize what was hap pen ing to me, I just knew that I could n’t 
breath and felt that my heart was go ing to stop beat ing.
Thinking I was go ing to die, I ran home fran ti cally to say
good bye to my mother.  I sur vived that night, but from day
on I had panic at tacks con stantly nor mally at dawn.  This

con di tion lasted un til 2002.
I started work ing with a 31 year old Bra zil ian man and 

he spoke to me about the Gos pel in a way I had never
heard be fore.   I was ea ger to learn more and so I be gan to
read the Bi ble for my self and al ways prayed be fore read -
ing say ing “God if this is re ally your Word, show it to me,
make me un der stand it.”  One night while I was read ing
Psalm 91 it seemed as if God was talk ing to me through
His word, and it said in verses 9, 10, 14-16 “if you say,
“The Lord is my ref uge,” and you make the Most High
your dwell ing, no harm will over take you, no di sas ter will
come near your tent. “Be cause he loves me,” says the
Lord, “I will res cue him; I will pro tect him, for he ac -
knowl edges my name.  He will call on me, and I will an -
swer him; I will be with him in trou ble, I will de liver him
and honor him.  With long life I will sat isfy him and show
him my sal va tion.”

Sud denly I be came aware that the Lord loved me and
He wanted me to en trust my life to Him.  I was so afraid of
dy ing and in the Psalm, I saw that the Lord wanted to sat -
isfy me with LONG LIFE!!!  Was I able to be lieve that He
was ca pa ble to do this, that He was able to res cue me, pro -
tect me, an swer me, be with me, de liver me, save me, and
keep my life un til I got old?  Even tu ally I fell asleep and I
had a dream, and in that dream I was in a class room in a
very high build ing where the walls were all glass.  I was
seated like the rest of the peo ple there and sud denly there
was a mas sive roar of thun der.  We all knew that the build -
ing was go ing to col lapse and we were all go ing to die.  I
was so scared, I thought about God, and I cried out “Lord
have mercy on me.” As I said this I felt some thing grab -
bing me and pick ing me up and tak ing me to a safe place
on solid ground.  When I woke up I knew that it had some -
thing to do with what I had read in God’s Word, about putt -
ing all my trust in the Lord Je sus.  

That morn ing I de cided to give my life to the Lord Je -
sus and re ceived Him as my Sav iour.  I re pented from my
sins and I put all my trust in Him.

Days passed and I soon re al ized that the panic at tacks
were gone and I was com pletely healed from the de pres -
sion that I was also suf fer ing.  Soon I started go ing to
church, got bap tized, got mar ried to Tania, and I had a
hun ger for the Word of God.  I started read ing more and
more and lis ten ing to as many ser mons as I could. Now my 
pur pose in life is to serve and fol low Je sus and it is such a
bless ing to be in volved along with my wife and fam ily in
the min is try in Santo An dre Church with Pas tor Aroldol,
Emmannuelle and Jeffrey. 

Acre International, INSIGHT 
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Humility 
“All of you be sub ject one to an other, and be clothed 

with hu mil ity; for God resisteth the proud, and giv eth
grace to the hum ble.  Hum ble your selves there fore un -
der the mighty hand of God, that He may ex alt you in
due time.” (1 Pe ter 5:5,6)

It is amaz ing how few peo ple ad mit to hav ing prob -
lems with pride!  They pre fer to think that they are more
hum ble than proud, and some may even be proud of
their hu mil ity.  The Scrip tures have so much to say
about pride and hu mil ity.  Twice in the New Tes ta ment,
it is stated, “God resisteth the proud, but giv eth grace
unto the hum ble.” (James 4:6)

While hu mil ity is one of the high est spir i tual vir -
tues, pride ranks first among the seven deadly sins in
Prov erbs 6:16-17: “Six things doth the Lord hate: yea,
seven are an abom i na tion unto Him; A proud look …”  

There is no doubt that hu mil ity is su premely ex em -
pli fied in the life of our Lord Je sus who hum bled Him -
self and be came obe di ent unto death, even the death of
the Cross.  It was also seen in the life of Jo seph who was
hu mil i ated by his breth ren, falsely ac cused by a woman, 
and for got ten in prison be fore he was ex alted to the
high est of fice in Egypt. 

Hu mil ity is re vealed in our re la tion ships.  It is easy
to be hum ble in a vac uum or when we are alone.  “Look
not ev ery man on his own things, but ev ery man also on
the things of oth ers.” (Philippians 2:4)  To be clothed
with hu mil ity is the pic ture of our Lord tak ing a towel
and wash ing the dis ci ples’ feet! 

Hu mil ity is re vealed in our at ti tudes!  Hu mil ity is a
mind-set.  “Let this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Je sus” (Philippians 2:5)

Hu mil ity is re quired be fore GOD. The prophet Mi -
cah asked, “What doth the Lord re quire of thee, but to do 
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk hum bly with thy
God?” (Mi cah 6:8)  Hu mil ity is an ac knowl edge ment of 
all that GOD is and who I am, an ap pre ci a tion of all that
HE has done and the avail abil ity for all that HE wants
from me.

Hu mil ity is re warded by God.  God hon ors hu mil ity
with a bound less sup ply of His Grace!

Ho li ness and hu mil ity are twin vir tues

A Light for Your Way,
© Copyright Victor Maxwell 2017

Changed and Charged

“For I am not ashamed of the Gos pel of Christ: for it 
is the power of God unto sal va tion…” (Romans 1:16)

Bel fast’s ur ban re de vel op ment un doubt edly pro -
vided many new houses to re place the streets of
two-up-two-down small ter race houses.  How ever, the
once fa mil iar name of “… Street” were trans formed into 
“…Gar dens’, …Close” or “ …Court”.  In this re gen er a -
tion programme not only did street names change, but
also com mu ni ties lost their lo cal “cor ner shop,” and
many small mis sion halls be came ex tinct.

Among those halls that closed was Banbury Street
Mis sion Hall.  It had a re mark able be gin ning.  In the
early 1920s, a group of fel lows gath ered on Sunday af -
ter noons to play cards and gam ble their money on a plot
of spare ground on Banbury Street.  One day in 1923 a
brave and zeal ous Chris tian dared to in vite these young
men to at tend an evan ge lis tic Mis sion at a church on the
Newtownards Road. The evan ge list was Wil liam
Patterson Nichol son from Ban gor, but the name meant
noth ing to the lads.  How ever, they agreed to go.

Dur ing that mis sion over 1,000 peo ple pro fessed
faith in Christ.  On that Sunday af ter noon five young
men were con verted: …  These were the lads who had
gam bled their money at Banbury Street ev ery Sunday.  

Af ter their con ver sion, Jimmy White in volved his
chums in serv ing the Lord and be tween them they ac -
quired the spare ground on Banbury Street where they
for merly had wasted time and money.  In stead, they in -
vested their mea gre funds in pur chas ing and erect ing a
wooden hall for evan ge lis tic meet ings in this area.  This
was a fore run ner of the more per ma nent brick build ing
that was con structed some years later. 

Out of re mark able be gin nings, the Banbury Street
Mis sion Hall was a Gos pel Bea con in that part of East
Bel fast un til ur ban de vel op ment trans formed the com -
mu nity.  

Fret not be cause the place is small,
Thy ser vice need not be,
For thou can’st make all there is 
Of joy and min is try.

The dew drop, as the bound less sea,
In God’s great plan has part
And this is all He asks of thee;
Be faith ful where thou art. 

ACROSS THE STREET OR ACROSS THE
WORLD, THE GOSPEL IS THE SAME!

A Light for Your Way, by Victor Maxwell, 
© Victor Maxwell 2017.



The joy of Easter is Special 
for Folks of all Ages

The Day we call Easter, has dis ap peared for time and
in vested in Eter nal realms!  How are you in vest ing each
day; just for your self OR for oth ers? The ‘Easter’ has
come and gone, never can it be re claimed as of 2023! 
Yes ter day is gone for ever, to mor row may not come your
way; so, we need to oc cupy for and with JESUS to day! 
But even though Easter is a very spe cial time of the year
as it is a day we are hum bled by HIS sac ri fice for you and
me on the Cross that we might be come a child (chil dren)
of GOD!  It is Amaz ing Grace and be coming chil dren of
the KING!  YES, JESUS did this for us.

Fur ther and Fur ther away

The lon ger time went on, free dom from ad dic tion be -
gan to feel fur ther and fur ther away –  like a dis tant dream 
Gene could n’t quite grasp.  

Gene had been trapped by ad dic tion for 30 years.  Yet 
he des per ately wanted to es cape.  He tried sev eral times
to get help; but could  not find it.  Life on the streets did -
n’t give him many op tions.  

By God’s Grace, the Fargo Po lice De part ment came
across Gene at the right place, at the right time and it
changed his whole life!  

Gene states “I was at rock bot tom.  I was over -
whelmed.”  Gene fi nally re ceived the help he’d wanted
for so long.  He be gan to heal phys i cally and emo tion ally
from his ad dic tion and that opened the door for him to
come to Je sus!  

He says, “I’ve al ways known that JESUS loves me,
as JESUS is the sin ners best friend!”

Selected

\     \     \     \     \     \     \

The Sufferings of a Housewife 
A young mother asked how on earth she is to learn to

love the Lord, grow in grace, and be truly holy in the
midst of gen eral chaos – hard work, very lim ited means,
lit tle chance for fel low ship, and her own chil dren dis -
obey ing, scream ing, and fight ing!

It is tempt ing to imag ine that, given a dif fer ent lot in
life, cir cum stances other than those in which we find our -
selves, we would make much greater strides in ho li ness.
The truth is that the place where we are is God’s school -
room, not some where else.  Here we may be con formed
to the like ness of Christ. 

It takes ad ver sity of one kind or an other.  There is no

other way.  “it has been granted to you on be half of Christ 
not only to be lieve on him but also to suf fer for him”
(Philippians 1:29).  This dear woman had not thought of
the word “suf fer ing.”  To her it was just the aw ful
“dailyness of hus band and chil dren, the same dishes and
clothes to be washed the house to be cleaned a thou sand
times, the mo not o nous rep e ti tion of “Do this,” “Don’t do
that,” the sheer unmanageability of it all.

“God is ask ing you sim ply to be what you are,” I told
the young mother, and to be just that with love with her
heart’s ac cep tance, and with out fret ting.  How com fort -
ing to know that the Lord who made us never for gets that
we are dust!  Our love will fail, our heart will balk, we
will fret.  But our very pow er less ness is the place where
His power is man i fested, where His all-suf fi cient grace is 
given.

The triv ial round, the com mon task,
Will fur nish all we ought to ask —
Room to deny our selves, a road
To bring us daily nearer to God.    (John Keble, 1822)

Hannah Whitall Smith said, “He does not need to
trans plant us into a dif fer ent field…He trans forms the
very things that were be fore our great est hin drances, into
the chiefest and most blessed means of our growth.  No
dif fi cul ties in your case can baf fle Him…Put your self ab -
so lutely into His hands, and let Him have His own way
with you.”

Secure in the Everlasting Arms by Elisabeth Elliot 

\     \     \     \     \     \     \

Joy also in this—
That your suf fer ings, 
Your losses and your per se cu tions
Shall make you a plat form from which
The more vig or ously and with greater power
You shall wit ness to Christ Je sus

Morning and Evening by C.H. Spurgeon

\     \     \     \     \     \     \

There fore, I live for to day –
Cer tain of find ing at sun rise 
Guid ance and strength for the way.
Power for each mo ment of weak ness, 
Hope for each mo ment of pain,
Com fort for ev ery sor row, 
Sun shine and joy af ter rain!

Anonymous 
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The Greatest Security 
“He who dwells in the se cret place of the Most High

Shall abide un der the shadow of the Al mighty.” 
(Psalm 91:1) 

Some one has said that the only cer tainty in life is
un cer tainty – that is true.  Gov ern ments col lapse, stock
mar kets plum met, wars de stroy, di sas ters strike, re la -
tion ships end.  As the writer of He brews put it, “Here we 
have no con tin u ing city” He brews 13:14.  

Yet deep in the hu man heart is a yearn ing for se cu -
rity – a yearn ing that will not go away.  We know we
need a solid foun da tion to life, a foun da tion that can not
be shaken.  Where will it be found?

Only God never changes.  His love does not change, 
nor do His prom ises!  That is why we can look to Him
for the se cu rity and sta bil ity we all seek.  King Da vid
knew the se cret: “He who dwells in the se cret place of
the Most High shall abide un der the shadow of the Al -
mighty.” 

Sal va tion is not an oc ca sional, vague feel ing of
God’s pres ence.  It is ac tu ally dwell ing with GOD, se -
cure in His pres ence for ever.  Is your se cu rity in Christ?  

In Giving, We Receive 

“Love one an other as I have loved you.” 
(John 15:12)

St. Fran cis of Assisi had dis cov ered the se cret of
hap pi ness when he prayed: 

O Di vine Mas ter, grant that I may not so much seek
To be con soled as to con sole,
To be un der stood as to un der stand,
To be loved as to love;
For it is in giv ing that we re ceive;
It is in par don ing that we are par doned; 
It is in dy ing that we are born to Eter nal Life!

Tears shed for self are tears of weak ness, but tears of 
love shed for oth ers are a sign of strength.  I am not as
sen si tive as I ought to be un til I am able to “weep o’er
the er ring one and lift up the fallen.”  And un til I have
learned the value of com pas sion ately shar ing other’s
sor row, dis tress, and mis for tune, I can not know real
hap pi ness.
The op po site of love is n’t hate.  It’s self ish ness.  Will
you ask the Holy Spirit to free your life from self ish ness
and fill you in stead with His love?

Both articles are from Hope for Each Day (Words of
WISDOM and FAITH), by Billy Graham, © 2002,

Let Us Focus Our Attention On The
Power Of The Cross, Even If It Is Folly

To The World

By Dr. Mi chael Youssef

In my life, I have never wit nessed a time when the
Cross of Christ has been more abused and mis used, un -
der mined and ig nored, re jected and de spised!  YET the
power and the riches of the Cross are be yond any thing
we can imag ine.

Let us fo cus our at ten tion on the power of the Cross, 
even IF it is folly to the world!  For through out his tory,
the Cross of CHRIST has brought about civ i li za tion,
reigned vic to ri ous over evil, and breathed hope into
hope less sit u a tions!  It is the only way for hu man be ings
to ex pe ri ence re demp tion, atone ment, rec on cil i a tion,
and jus ti fi ca tion.  And as Christ Him self told us, is only
through Him and His Cross that we can come to God the
Fa ther and have Eter nal Life in Heaven! John 14:6.  

We will ex am ine the Cross in the past, the Cross in
the pres ent, and the Cross in the fu ture.  As we do, we
will dis cover that the CROSS did not hap pen in a vac -
uum.  In re al ity, the cross was the plan of God from be -
fore the foun da tion of the world (see Rev e la tion 13:8). 

The Cross has al ways been and will al ways be
God’s an swer to hu man ity’s sin and re bel lion!  This
Sunday and ev ery day, may we all know more deeply
and re joice more fully in all that Christ won for us on
that CROSS.

My Journal, April, 2023

\     \     \     \     \     \     \

God’s Faithfulness

“Thy faith ful ness reacheth unto the clouds.  Thy righ -
teous ness is like the great moun tains; thy judg ments

are a great deep.” (Psalm 36:5-6)

The psalm ist praises the great ness of God.  He con -
sid ers His mercy, His faith ful ness, His righ teous ness. 
Or to say it in other words, God’s love, God’s
unchangeableness, God’s ho li ness, and God’s wis dom.

In splen did po etic pic tures he de scribes God’s at -
trib utes. God’s un change able love is high as the heav ens 
with its dis tant clouds.  God’s righ teous ness and ho li -
ness are im mov able like the great moun tains.  God’s
wis dom is like a mighty deep.

We make our con cep tions of God too small.  We
form Him in our own im age.  We do not see Him as He
re ally is un til we have caught sight of His great ness. 

Streams of Gladness  by Fredrik Wisloff



While We Were Still (lost) Sinners
Fa ther Maximilian Kolbe was a Pol ish priest im pris -

oned in Auschwitz, the Nazi con cen tra tion camp.  When a
num ber of his fel low pris on ers were se lected for ex e cu -
tion, one of them cried, “Sir, I have a wife and many chil -
dren.”  At this time/mo ment, Kolbe stepped for ward and
asked IF he could take the place of this gen tle man.  His of -
fer was ac cepted, and he was placed in an un der ground
cell and left to die of star va tion.

We mar vel at such a sac ri fice – his death saved a sin -
gle life.  How much more we should ad mire the holy, sin -
less Son of God, who died on the Cross for you and me,
and who so ever may come and taste that God is Good! 
Yes, any one, any where, may come and taste that it is
JESUS ONLY that re ally sat is fies!  AND to re al ize that
this was done for you and me and that JESUS made
Heaven poor that we might be come rich. And to re al ize
HE suf fered not only for the self-righ teous, But for you
and me! Our sin, our dis obe di ence, our re bel lion, sent
JESUS to the CROSS!  If YOU are a saved sin ner, don’t
for get to con tinue thank ing Him.  And re mem ber, each
day you and I are closer to our Eter nal HOME – by
GOD’S GRACE! — RES

Questions & Answers
By Dr. Bill Rice An swers:  Are J.W.s’ a Cult?
Dear Dr. Bill:  
I have a ques tion: Are the Je ho vah’s Wit nesses an oc -

cult re li gion?  IF they are con sid ered to be so, why?  I
would most deeply ap pre ci ate all the in for ma tion that you
can send me.

I be lieve you in tended ask ing If Je ho vah’s Wit nesses
are a cult rather than an “oc cult” re li gion.  By oc cult is
gen er ally meant mys ti cism, magic, per haps as trol ogy; and 
we usu ally think of it as orig i nat ing in the East.  

Cult, on the other hand, means a sys tem of re li gious
wor ship that is not based on bib li cal truth.  It may use
Scrip tures – usu ally taken out of con text and per verted – to 
“prove” its be liefs.  Of ten a cult is orig i nated by a strong
per son al ity who is al most wor shiped by his fol low ers.  Je -
ho vah’s Wit nesses are def i nitely a cult. They are not to be
trusted.

Charles Taze Rus sell — For many years Je ho vah’s
Wit nesses’ be liefs were known as Russellism, named for
the founder, Charles Taze Rus sell.  Rus sell was a pro moter 
who could have made P.T. Barnum jeal ous!  Barnum is
cred ited with the say ing that a sucker is born ev ery min ute. 
Rus sell acted on this be lief be fore any one ever heard of
the fa mous Barnum and Bailey Cir cus! Once Rus sell sold
wheat for $60 a bushel to many of his fol low ers.  (None
but the “faith ful” could buy this wheat.) The rea son for the 

high price was his prom ise that his wheat would grow five
times as much as av er age wheat. 

It’s too bad he was n’t more “faith ful” him self. His
wife sued him for di vorce and in court he ad mit ted his
guilt.  But in spite of his crooked busi ness prac tices and his 
wicked life, thou sands of his fol low ers to day be lieve him
to be the great est Chris tian who ever lived!

Of course, the name of his cult has changed a num ber
of times.  From Russellism it was changed to Mil len nial
Dawn. Later the name was changed to Watch tower and
Tract So ci ety.  Yet later the name was changed to the In ter -
na tional Bi ble Stu dents As so ci a tion.

When Rus sell died in 1916, Judge Jo seph Frank lin
Rutherford be came the head of this cult and he changed
the name to Je ho vah’s Wit nesses.  The judge died in 1942
and the name of the cult has not been changed since.

Ag gres sive — The fol low ers of this wicked cult work
with ad mi ra ble en ergy and zeal.  When I was a lit tle boy
peo ple would come to ranches in West Texas and try to sell 
pam phlets by Judge Rutherford.

If a rancher could not buy the pam phlet, the J.W.
would swap it for a dozen eggs or a jar of jelly.  If all else
failed, he would let him bor row the pam phlet un til he
came that way again! But these “wit nesses” sim ply would
not take no for an an swer if they could help it.

It is tragic that Chris tians do not help get out the Gos -
pel of Christ with the same zeal with which these false wit -
nesses spread their her esy. “Her esy” it is.  They are wrong
on vir tu ally ev ery Bi ble doc trine. As a mat ter of fact, they
put more trust in the writ ings of their lead ers than they do
in the Holy Scrip tures…

False Doc trines — Je ho vah’s Wit nesses use Scrip -
tures in such a way that the late Dr. H. A. Iron side said of
them, “This is in deed a sect of per di tion; and its teach ing is 
rightly la beled ‘dam na ble her esy.’  From such turn
away.’”…

The Trin ity – Rus sell said, “This view suited well the
Dark Ages, which it helped to pro duce.”  He also said this;
“the ory is as un scrip tural as it is un rea son able” – this in
spite of the fact that the Bi ble plainly teaches the Trin ity. 
In Gen e sis 1:26 the Bi ble says, “And God said, Let, us
make man in our im age, af ter our like ness.”  No tice the
plu ral pro nouns.  … In the Great Com mis sion we are com -
manded to bap tize peo ple in the name of the “Fa ther, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost (Spirit) Mat thew 28:19. 
First Co rin thi ans 12:4 through 6 men tions the Spirit, Lord
and God.  Je ho vah’s Wit nesses are cer tainly wrong about
the TRINITY!  …

The De ity of Christ — Je ho vah’s Wit nesses be lieve
that Je sus was “chief of the an gels and next to the Fa ther.” 
They be lieve that “God the Fa ther cre ated Je sus and God
has two sons —- Je sus and Sa tan.”
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God’s Joy and Love

There is joy, joy found no where else,
When we can look up into Christ’s face
When He says to us,
“Am I not enough for thee, Mine own?”
With a true “Yes, Lord, Thou art enough!”

More and more I feel that love is the
golden se cret of life. The very air of heaven is
love, for God is love and love never fails.  So
go on lov ing not only the love less but the un -
lov able, the dif fi cult, the per plex ing, the dis -
ap point ing—-unto the end.

Can dles In the Dark by Amy Carmichael

The Hauge Library
We have the fol low ing pub li ca tions avail able for
you.  They can be or dered us ing the en ve lope in the
cen ter.  Post age will be paid by an anonymous do nor.

Altar Steps

This daily devotional was
written by Pastor R.P. Haak -
onson  and was published in
1947.  It is suitable for families
with children.  It has il lus tra -
tions from daily life, and a
strong salvation emphasis. 
Suggested offering:  $8.00.

Mirror of the Heart

This book was pub lished in
1900 by an un known au thor.  It
con tains some very ear nest
med i ta tions and fer vent
prayers.  It also con tains ten
very graphic pic tures of the hu -
man heart.  In side the heart, the
devil is vi su al ized and also
seven an i mals rep re sent ing some of the most prev a -
lent sins found in the heart of the im pen i tent sin ner. 
These pic tures show how these an i mals as sins are
driven out of the heart when the sin ner is con verted
to God, but how they can re-en ter the heart if a per -
son falls away from grace.  One pic ture vi su al izes
the fear ful death of the un godly, and an other shows
the blessed death of the righ teous.  Sug gested Of fer -
ing:  $3.00.

Sinners in the Hands 
of an Angry God

Jon a than Ed wards preached this
re mark able ser mon at Enfield,
Conn. on July 8, 1741.  It was at
night while he was read ing it to a
large con gre ga tion, that the lights 
be came dim and he read with dif -
fi culty, and the in flu ence was so
great on the con gre ga tion that strong men and women
cried and screamed for mercy and even grabbed their
seats for fear they would slide into hell that very mo -
ment.  Sug gested Of fer ing:  $1.00.

Altar 
Steps 

Rev. R.P. Haakonson

SINNERSSINNERS
in the Hands

of an
ANGRY GOD

     Jon a than Ed wards


