
Only One Life
Wayne Almlie
Des Moines, IA

here is a poem I have al ways found thought pro -
vok ing and that’s C.T. Studd’s poem, “Only One
Life.” Charles Studd was an Eng lish man born in
1860.  He was con verted at a D.L. Moody cru sade

in Eng land and he went to China as a mis sion ary, later he
went to In dia and then to the Congo where he died in
1931 at the age of 70. He was quoted as say ing, “Some
want to live within the sound of church or cha pel bell; I
want to run a res cue shop within a yard of hell.” 

A few stan zas of his poem reads:

“Two lit tle lines I heard one day,
Traveling along life’s busy way;
Bringing con vic tion to my heart,
And from my mind would not de part;
Only one life, ’twill soon be past, 
Only what’s done for Christ will last.

Only one life, yes only one,
Soon will its fleet ing hours be done;
Then, in ‘that day’ my Lord to meet,
And stand be fore His Judge ment seat;
Only one life, ’twill soon be past,
Only what’s done for Christ will last.

Only one life, ’twill soon be past,
Only what’s done for Christ will last. 
And when I am dy ing, how happy I’ll be,
If the lamp of my life has been burned out for Thee.”

C.T Studd

I think some times Chris tians have the op po site view
of life, es pe cially by the time we ad vance in years a bit.
We get weary of the bat tle, the bat tle against sin, the bat -
tle against pride, the bat tle against the god less cul ture we
live in, the bat tle against our phys i cal bod ies as they age
and we can’t do the things we used to be able to do. We
are tired and we just want to go home. 

The Apos tle Paul shared that de sire. He said, Phil.
1:21, “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from
my la bor; yet what I shall choose I can not tell.  For I
am hard-pressed be tween the two, hav ing a de sire to
de part and be with Christ, which is far better.  Nev er -
the less to re main in the flesh is more need ful for you.”
(NKJV)

It’s not a sin to de sire to de part and be with Je sus.
That was Paul’s de sire. But Paul also knew that since
God had pre served his life to this point there was work he 
still needed to do. Some peo ple in the past have so looked 
for ward to the re turn of Christ that they have sold all their 
be long ings and moved to the moun tains to wait for Je sus
to re turn. Don’t do that. There is work to do. 

Time is a gift from God, in com par i son to eter nity it
is the blink of an eye. It is like the grass that grows just for 
a sea son and is burned up, or as James de scribes it, life is
a va por. In 100 years, if the world lasts that long ev ery one 
here will be mostly for got ten, but yet for these few short
years on Earth we have the priv i lege and honor of do ing
the Lord’s bid ding. 

Only one life, ‘twill soon be past.  This life will be
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soon past, whether you have
5, 10 or even 20 years left in
these earthen ves sels, it will
soon be past. When we were
kids time seemed to drag on,
now as we are older it al most
seems like time speeds up.
Its 2022, where did the years
go? What have I ac com -
plished?  

This life will soon be
past, then what? Only what
is done for Christ will last. I
of ten time think of a Christ -
mas let ter a high school
classmate sent out one year
to our class. She ended by
say ing, “My hus band and I
have de cided to travel light
in life, since the only things
we will be able to bring with
us when this life is done is
our fam ily and friends.”

Only what is done for
Christ will last. Fu neral Eu -
logies are in ter est ing. Most
of the time the fam ily lists all 
the ac com plish ments of their 
loved one, their PHDs, their
world trav els, their life’s
work and all their ac com -
plish ments. You hear peo ple
say at the fu neral, “he lived a
good life”, “she lived a good
life.” What a won der ful life. 

If your life just con sists
in ac cu mu lat ing as much of
this world’s good as you can, 
what does it profit? If your
life con sists in be ing a world
trav eler, what does it profit?
Even if your life in volves so -
cial ac tion and feed ing the
poor, what does it profit? If
your life con sists of eat,
drink and be merry, and life
is just one big party, what
does it profit?

Only one life, ‘twill soon 
be past, only what is done for 
Christ will last.Paul says in
I Cor 3:11, “For no other
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foun da tion can any one lay than that which is laid,
which is Je sus Christ.  Now if any one builds on this
foun da tion with gold, sil ver, pre cious stones, wood,
hay, straw,  each one’s work will be come clear; for the
Day will de clare it, be cause it will be re vealed by fire;
and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is.  
If any one’s work which he has built on it en dures, he
will re ceive a re ward.  If any one’s work is burned, he
will suf fer loss; but he him self will be saved, yet so as
through fire.” 

Only what is done for Christ. This gets to our mo -
tives. Is what we’re do ing for Christ, or is it for pride, is it
for show so oth ers will think better of us?  Only what is
done for Christ will last. There is only one way to make
sure we are do ing what we are do ing for Christ, and that
is to stay Gos pel fo cused. So much of to day’s preach ing
is feel good self es teem psy chol ogy, when re ally the op -
po site is what we need. We al ready have too high a view
of our selves, we need to see our selves as we re ally are,
wretched sin ners, so that we stay at the foot of the cross
and see Je sus as our only hope. Then we will truly es teem 
Je sus and his sac ri fice, and our fo cus will be on Christ
and pleas ing Him, and not our selves. 

If that is true for you then we will be able to join in
with Charles Studd and say: “Only one life, ’twill soon be 
past, Only what’s done for Christ will last. And when I
am dy ing, how happy I’ll be, If the lamp of my life has
been burned out for Thee.”

Bi ble Win dow-Shopping

By Vance Havner

A fa mil iar fig ure on the streets is the win dow-shop -
per who moves along gaz ing fondly in each show-win -
dow but buy ing noth ing.  In the realm of things spir i tual
we have with us the Bi ble win dow-shop per. He moves
along through the book read ing its pre cious prom ises,
hear ing its high chal lenges, look ing at its deep mes sages
of peace and power and vic tory.  But he never makes this
his own!  He ap pre ci ates but does not ap pro pri ate.  He re -
spects his Bi ble, ar gues for it, counts it dear, but its rich
trea sures never   be come liv ing re al i ties in his own ex pe -
ri ence.  He is a win dow-shop per amongst the store houses 
of God’s re vealed Truth.

On the way, he passes by where is dis played such a
choice jewel as “We know that all things work to gether
for good to them that love God, to them who are the
called ac cord ing to His pur pose.” (Rom. 8:28)  “What a
rare pearl that is!”  he ex claims.  “What a lofty faith one
needs to be lieve that!”  So, he moves on and the trea sures

stay on ex hi bi tion.  He does not go in and claim it,
though, if he is a be liever, it is his and is there for him.  He 
is only WINDOW– SHOPPING.

How many be liev ers loi ter along the Bi ble store and
come away empty?  “My God shall sup ply all your need
ac cord ing to His riches in glory by Christ Je sus.”  (Phil.
4:19)  One reads that de voutly and, an hour later, is wor -
ry ing about ad ver sity and be moan ing his hard cir cum -
stances!  “They which re ceive abun dance of grace and of
the gift of righ teous ness shall reign in life by One, Je sus
Christ.”  (Rom. 5:17)  An other looks at that gem and
lives like a pau per when God meant him to be a prince.

“All things are yours.” (I Cor. 3:21)  There are
many who be hold that free pass to all God’s un lim ited
stock, yet live spir i tu ally al most bank rupt.  Win dow –
Shop pers!  

The store house of God’s Word was never meant for
mere scru tiny, not even pri mar ily for study, but for sus te -
nance. It is not sim ply a col lec tion of fine prov erbs and
no ble teach ings for men to ad mire and quote as they
might Shake speare.  It is ra tions for the soul, re sources of
and for the spirit, trea sure for the in ner man.  Its goods
ex hib ited upon ev ery page are ours, and we have no busi -
ness merely mov ing re spect fully amongst them and com -
ing away none the richer. 

The win dow-shop per upon the streets (Malls) of ten
has a very good rea son for not buy ing; he has not the
where withal.  But no be liever can say that of God’s
riches, for the trea sure of His Word is with out money and
with out price.  Who so ever will may drink freely!  Some
win dow-shop be cause they never fully re al ized that the
things of the Spirit can be made ac tual, liv ing re al i ties
here and now amidst this hum drum, daily round of com -
mon du ties.  Oth ers loaf along, in dif fer ent to their in ward
pov erty, far ing scantily when the ban quets of God are at
their dis pos als.  And some sub sti tute wish ful long ing for
the prac ti cal re al iza tion of the Christ-life.

The LORD is rich unto all who call upon Him!  Let us
be done with this idle window-shop ping.  Let us go into
the deep stores of His Word, rum mage among its trea -
sures new and old, and come forth from each ex cur sion
laden with the bounty in the Book.

By The Still Waters
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A wise man learns from his mis takes,
a wiser man learns from the mis takes

of oth ers.
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Sheep’s Clothing
Be aware that the kingdom of self is a costume
kingdom. It does a perversely brilliant job of

masquerading as the kingdom of God.

Spir i tual fak ery is one of the chief tools of the en -
emy. It is one of the key in gre di ents of spir i tual blind -
ness. This is why we read the warn ing in Mat thew 7:15:
“Be ware of false proph ets, who come to you in sheep’s
cloth ing but in wardly are rav en ous wolves.” The king -
dom of self is very skilled at wear ing the cloth ing of the
king dom of God. So: 

* A fo cus on ma te rial things can mas quer ade as
good stew ard ship of your pos ses sions. 

* Loving per sonal con trol can mas quer ade as us -
ing God-given lead er ship gifts. 

* An ger can mas quer ade as hav ing a heart for
what is right. 

* Self-righ teous le gal ism can mas quer ade as lov -
ing God’s law. 

* Build ing your own min is try em pire can mas -
quer ade as a com mit ment to the ex pan sion of
God’s king dom. 

* Fear of man can mas quer ade as a sen si tive heart 
to ward the needs of oth ers. 

* Self ish at ten tion-seek ing can mas quer ade as
be ing can did about your needs. 

* Judge ment and crit i cism can mas quer ade as a
com mit ment to hon esty. 

* Theo log i cal pride can mas quer ade as a com mit -
ment to God’s truth. 

* A crav ing to be known and re spected can mas -
quer ade as a com mit ment to min is try. 

* Bond age to the opin ions of oth ers can mas quer -
ade as a com mit ment to com mu nity. 

* Lust can mas quer ade as a cel e bra tion of the
beauty of God’s cre ation. 

* Gos sip can mas quer ade as a prayer ful con cern
for oth ers. 

It re ally is true – the king dom of self is a cos tume
king dom.  This is be cause one of the en emy’s most use -
ful tools is the abil ity of wrong to im i tate right. Cou ple
this with our nat u ral pro pen sity to spir i tual blind ness
and you end up with per sonal spir i tual con fu sion.  It is
scary to think of the num ber of times we think we are

serv ing God when we’re ac tu ally serv ing our selves, or
the num ber of times we think we are wor ship ing God
when we’re ac tu ally giv ing wor ship and ser vice to some 
as pect of the cre ation. 

The mas quer ad ing na ture of sin plays to the fick le -
ness of our idol a trous hearts. So what is of ten pres ent is
not what we think it is, and the mas quer ad ing idol has no 
power at all to de liver to our hun gry hearts what Je sus
alone can give us.  Only God can give us in sight into our
hearts and free us from our bond age to the lit tle cos tume
king dom of one. 

For fur ther study and en cour age ment: Jer e miah
10:1-16 

Written by Paul David Tripp in his New Morning
Mercies (A Daily Gospel Devotional Book) 

The Si lence of Christ

We need to seek a wis dom higher than our own to
know when to speak and when to re frain.  Some times,
when un kindly wounded or un justly as sailed, si lence, if it 
be a com mit ting our case to Him who pleadeth the causes
of His peo ple, and who judgeth righ teously, is our best
and wis est pol icy.  This may be even safer than the soft
an swer which turneth away wrath. Study this si lence, too, 
not only in per sonal prov o ca tion and in jury, but in ref er -
ence to the fail ings and in fir mi ties of oth ers.  Put to con -
fu sion all evil-speak ing, back bit ing, and cen so ri ous ness
by a be com ing, dig ni fied, holy si lence.  Speak evil of no
man. Curb the tongue, seal the lips, be si lent touch ing a
brother’s or a sis ter’s fail ings.  God is si lent of yours;
learn you of Him to be si lent of your fel low-ser vants.  Go
to thy brother and tell him his fault be tween him and you
alone, but let no con sid er ation in duce you to unveil that
fault to an other. (Matt. xviii. 15)

How much of the feuds and heart-burn ings, sus pi -
cions and wranglings, which mar the hap pi ness of fam i -
lies, and which dis turb the peace and im pede the
pros per ity of churches, would be pre vented were this sa -
cred, holy si lence more strictly ob served. Spend a whole 
night in prayer be fore you open your lips to ut ter a sen -
tence or to breathe a word tend ing to sully the fame, to
in jure the char ac ter, or to wound the hap pi ness of a child 
of God. Think how dear, how pre cious, that be liever is
to Christ, and that in wound ing the dis ci ple you wound
the Lord. “Set a watch, O Lord, be fore my mouth; keep
the door of my lips.” 

The Sympathy of Christ with Man:  Its Teaching and
its Consolation by Octavius Winslow, D.D.  Sprinkle

Publications, 1994.
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Personally
“Lo, chil dren are an her i tage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his re ward.”  

(Psalm 127:3)

Per son ally, I do not be lieve much in New Year Res o lu -
tions; but I do be lieve in re solve and this may be where
the rub ber meets the road for You!   As we read the Cre -
ator and Pre server of Life we should read care fully how
He has de signed for us to truly ex pe ri ence a blest home,
regardless it be liv ing in a cot tage, apart ment, house,
man sion, etc.

In too many cases fa thers have for saken their priv i lege
& re spon si bil ity of be ing the leader or head of the
home.  Busi ness and other ac tiv i ties and pur chas ing
things their chil dren want have con sumed way too
many men to the point where fa thers are not home for
sup per/din ner, etc.  If fi nances are lim ited, ba si cally
tell/ex plain to your child/chil dren the rea son for the
lim i ta tions, and if they are old-enough to go to school,
they are old-enough to un der stand the ba sics.

Do they see that your faith is real?  Have they ever
walked in and found you read ing the Bi ble and in
prayer?   Do you take time to have a fam ily al tar – de vo -
tions?

The De signer of such, be gins with those of us who are
priv i leged to have a liv ing-spouse by stat ing that the
male should be the head-of-the-home. (I have never
seen a house have a wife; but the folk who dwell in a
build ing is a HOME).  First by know ing JESUS as your
per sonal Sav ior and tak ing our di rec tion from HIM as
the male leader.  Then to be sort-of the guard ian of your
wife and “Leader” of the en tire fam ily.  Re gard less if
there are only the two of you or if you are blest with a
num ber of in her i tance(s) – chil dren.  (The off-spring
are not “kids” but chil dren.  Only goats have kids as an
off-spring!)

One of the key in gre di ents as a leader is in lead ing,
teach ing and show ing what true Chris tian ity is. As an
ex am ple, make sure that each mem ber of your house -
hold is ex posed to daily hear ing & ex pe ri ences liv ing
on the Bread of Life by daily de vo tions at fam ily al tars. 
Now if you dis agree, you will have a ter rific time con -
vinc ing me that you do not have time in a day to open
your Bi ble and share to gether feed ing on the springs of
Liv ing Wa ter! And when you are gath ered to gether,
please pray for our coun try as we are in bad shape as a

na tion & be yond! If you say you do not have time; then
you don’t have time to dress or sit at the ta ble and eat.
Then you are busier than the De signer wants you to be,
as HE wants to richly bless YOU and for ETERNITY!

THIS BIBLICAL ARTICLE DOES NOT GET THE
WIFE  OFF THE HOOK; as she has priv i leges and re -
spon si bil i ties TOO!

Dad,

You’ve done more than love me –

you’ve in spired me,

You’ve taught me…

That a lit tle bit of kind ness goes a long way, and a lot
of kind ness can change lives.

That some of our les sons can be learned from our mis -
takes.

That the right choice is n’t al ways the eas i est, but it’s
worth the ef fort. 

That you can never run out of ways to let peo ple know
you love them.

That a good fam ily is a great gift.

Thank you for teach ing me the most im por tant things
in life by the way you live yours.

As an ex am ple most of us have some thing(s) that we
trea sure of earthly value (sec ond ary) be cause we are
first to Lay-up Trea sures in HEAVEN AND SEEK
FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD! Com ing back to
trea sures, I have the priv i lege of pos sess ing an an tique
pocket-watch that is approx. 120 years old and still
keeps good time; or a gold-laced foun tain pen that
maybe approx. 85 years old; but they are def i nitely to be 
at best “sec ond ary”. We brought noth ing into this world 
and we leave the same way.  You never see an ar mored
truck fol low ing a hearse!

JESUS is in deed a trea sure that is high est to be priced;
be yond dol lars and cents; HE a price less gem/jewel
that is worth more than any earthly trea sure. For a true
be liever, He is a price less gem-jewel that no earthly
value can be com pared to.  He gave His very own
life-blood to save sin ners like YOU and me!  Re mem -
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Life in the Blood

“For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have
given it to you upon the al tar to make an atone ment

for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an
atone ment for the souls.”  (Le vit i cus 17:11)

This great verse con tains a wealth of sci en tific and
spir i tual truth.  It was not re al ized un til the dis cov ery of the 
cir cu la tion of the blood by the creationist sci en tist Wil liam
Harvey, in about 1620, that bi o log i cal “life” re ally is main -
tained by the blood, which both brings nour ish ment to all
parts of the body and also car ries away its wastes.

In spir i tual truth it is even more sig nif i cant.  The
blood, when shed on the al tar, would serve as an “atone -
ment” (lit er ally, “cov er ing”) for the soul of the guilty sin -
ner mak ing an of fer ing.  In fact, the “life’ of the flesh is
ac tu ally its “soul,” for “life” and “soul” both trans late the
same He brew word (nephesh) in this text.  When the
blood was of fered, it was thus an of fer ing of life it self, in
sub sti tu tion for the life of the sin ner who de served to die.

Hu man sac ri fices, of course, were pro hib ited.  No
man could die for an other man, for his blood would in -
ev i ta bly be con tam i nated by his own sin.  There fore, the
blood of a “clean an i mal” was re quired. An i mals do not
pos sess the “im age of God” (Gen e sis 1:27), in clud ing
the abil ity to rea son about right and wrong, and there -
fore can not sin.  Even such clean blood could only serve
as a tem po rary cov er ing, and it could not re ally “take
away” SIN!  For a per ma nent so lu tion to the sin prob -
lem, noth ing less was re quired than that of the sin less
“Lamb of God, which tak eth away the sin of the
world” (John 1:29).  “Nei ther by the blood of goats and
calves, but by His own blood He en tered in once into the
holy place, hav ing ob tained eter nal re demp tion for us”
(He brews 9:12).  Since His life was in His blood, HE has 
“made peace through the blood of His cross”
(Colossians 1:20).

Taken from The Heavens Declare the Glory of God,
by Dr. Henry M. Morris, © 1997.

Foolish Virgins

“Then shall the king dom of heaven be lik ened unto
ten vir gins, who took their lamps, and went forth to 
meet the bride groom. And five of them were fool -

ish, and five were wise.” (Mat thew 25:1-2)

JESUS speaks of ten of His re turn unto the fi nal judg -
ment. In this par a ble He would tell us what a dread ful sur -
prise it will be to those who at last shall see that they are
for ever ex cluded from the king dom, that they are eter -
nally lost. 

Five of the vir gins had never thought that this would
hap pen.

I ask my self: I won der if any one will reach eter nal
per di tion with out feel ing that it was some thing they
thought would never hap pen, yes, could not hap pen? 

If we could ask all the peo ple who to day are con -
verted Chris tians if they are afraid of be ing lost, no doubt
we would re ceive about the fol low ing an swer: “Are you
be side your self? I be lost? Never!” 

And they mean it in all sin cer ity, with out a doubt. 
How can they be so cer tain in the mat ter? Je sus

speaks to them, too; He in cludes them also in His ad mo -
ni tion.

Yes, He does. But many of them live in false peace.
Ad mo ni tion is in ef fec tive. They are al ways pos i tive of
them selves.

Oth ers, again, ac knowl edge, will ingly enough, that
they do not live as they ought and that their re la tion ship
with God is not as it should be. Nev er the less they do not
think that they will be lost. They in tend to be saved, and
they do Plan to re pent. There is no doubt in their minds
about that. But they can not do it now. 

Likely it is this type of think ing which gives them the 
nec es sary bold ness to post pone their con ver sion. 

Yes, we can un der stand full well that it will come as
an un ex pected sur prise when they open their eyes in per -
di tion. O God, help the un con verted to heed Thy warn ing
to day!

Taken from God’s Word for Today by O. Hallesby,
© 1937 by Augsburg Publishing House, used by

permission.

ber true life-blood HE gave; what a gift of great price!

Keep in mind and heart that it in deed is PRECIOUS,

“FOR A DAY IN YOUR COURTS (PRESENCE) IS
BETTER THAN A THOUSAND… (Psalm 84:10)

P.S.  Both the Ed i tor and Asst. trea surer have been team
de railed/de layed in ac com plish ing what we wanted to
do; be cause of health-is sues and maybe oth ers on the
Hauge board as well!  Please pray for heal ing in ac cor -
dance to GOD’S WILL!  Thank You!



Believable…Yet Unbelievable

High Court Justices Express Skepticism
over Texas Abortion Law

By ROBERT BARNES, Wash ing ton Post 

A ma jority of Su preme Court jus tices Mon day
[Nov. 1] ap peared will ing to al low a chal lenge by abor -
tion pro vid ers to a unique Texas law that bans most abor -
tions af ter six weeks of preg nancy and al lows
en force ment by pri vate cit i zens. 

The court’s three lib eral jus tices have al ready said
they be lieve the law is unconstitutional and that it should
be halted un til fed eral courts can look at it more closely.
The court in a 5-4 vote turned down that op tion be fore the 
law went into ef fect Sept. 1. 

But at Mon day’s three-hour hear ing, jus tices Brett
Kavanaugh and Amy Co ney Barrett- part of that five-jus -
tice ma jority - re peat edly and point edly ques tioned
Texas’ ar gu ments and seemed more swayed by chal leng -
ers’ claims that the law im prop erly blocked the ju di cial
re view nec es sary when con sti tu tional rights are at stake. 

“There’s a loop hole that’s been ex ploited here, or
used here,” Kavanaugh said to Texas So lic i tor Gen eral
Stone, and sug gested it might be better to close it rather
than al low Texas to em ploy it. 

Barrett seemed con cerned that the Texas law was
writ ten to avoid fed eral ju di cial review but that it also
would be hard for chal leng ers to get re lief in state court,
where Texas said the law’s con sti tu tion al ity should be
chal lenged.

… GOP-led states and conservative ac tiv ists have
asked the court to use next month’s case from Mis sis sippi 
banning abor tions af ter 15 weeks of preg nancy to over -
turn 1973’s Roe v. Wade and 1992’s Planned Par ent hood
v. Casey.  They pro hibit bans on pre-viability abor tions,
usu ally meaning be fore 22 to 24 weeks. Those ar gu ments 
are set for Dec.1.

Taken from the Star Tribune, Nov. 2, 2021

Ed i tor’s Note:  Both Kavanaugh and Co ney-Barret
were jus tices nom i nated by for mer pres i dent Trump as
con ser va tive pro-life jus tices.  When the Su preme Court
now fi nally stands ready to over turn Roe vs. Wade, the
very peo ple nom i nated to this end are waf fling on the
very task for which they were set up.  Please pray for
these two jus tices to stand true to their ap pointed task and 
for Roe vs. Wade to be over turned.

Knees on the Ground 

By Mark Cavaliere, Ex ec u tive Di rec tor of the South -
west Co ali tion for Life

For many years, I fo cused on abor tion solely as a po -
lit i cal is sue. I grew frus trated by the lack of prog ress to -
ward a cul ture of life de spite all my time and ef forts. This
be came es pe cially poi gnant when, in Sep tem ber 2014, a
Whole Woman’s Health abor tion cen ter was an nounced 
to open in my home town of Las Cruces, New Mex ico-the 
“City of the Crosses.” 

Abor tion sud denly be came no lon ger just a po lit i cal
is sue to de bate on so cial me dia or at the bal lot box, but a
lo cal cri sis harm ing women and chil dren just 50 feet be -
hind our lo cal fam ily piz ze ria. With New Mex ico be ing
in fa mous as the “late-term abor tion cap i tal” of the na -
tion, we knew we could n’t turn to our state gov ern ment
for help. In stead, we looked for guid ance from 40 Days
for Life lead ers in our sis ter city of El Paso, Texas. 

The pro-life move ment in El Paso had been run ning
long and strong for many years. In 2007, Gaby Avila
moved into a du plex di rectly be hind El Paso’s no to ri ous
“Hill Top” abor tion cen ter. For nearly a de cade, she lived
hum bly and in se cret as a full- time pro-life mis sion ary,
help ing women and sav ing ba bies from the trau matic vi -
o lence of abor tion on a daily ba sis. 

At the cli max of this faith in ac tion was her co-lead -
er ship for a 40 Days for Life cam paign.  God, in His
Good ness, has used 40 Days for Life cam paigns to save
thou sands of chil dren, close doz ens of abor tion fa cil i ties, 
and even help doz ens of abor tion workers to quit!

All this fruit was not be ing accomplished through
laws and pol i tics, but in spite of these tem po ral hur dles, I
dis cov ered a world of Chris tians not just pe ti tion ing
Caesar to help our neigh bor for us, but hum bly get ting
their knees on the ground to pe ti tion our King and turn ing 
from our wicked ways so that God could heal our land.

Talk about an “A-ha” mo ment.  In De cem ber 2016,
just 27 months af ter open ing and five 40 Days for Life
cam paigns later, the same Whole Woman’s Health fa cil -
ity – which had bragged about their “free dom” from
abor tion re stric tions in New Mex ico dur ing the pro-abor -
tion Obama Ad min is tra tion – closed it doors for the last
time, cit ing fi nan cial trou ble due to “sud denly not get ting 
enough pa tients.”

While Whole Woman’s Health had put its faith in
sec u lar leg is la tors, we put our faith in Christ and His pre -
cepts.  The abor tion fa cil ity counted on Caesar but did
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not count on the Church – united across de nom i na tional, 
par ti san, and even state lines – show ing up to help the
very women whom Whole Woman’s Health in tended to
ex ploit for profit.

The Holy Spirit fanned the spark into a wild fire,
unit ing thou sands in peace ful vigil across the larger
Bor der land re gion.  In July 2018, we wit nessed God
close a sec ond abor tion fa cil ity, Re pro duc tive Ser vices,
af ter 45 years in El Paso. En cour aged by this mo men -
tum, peo ple gave even more sacrificially of their time,
tal ent, and trea sure, form ing un bro ken chains of lit eral
knees-on-the-ground prayer and full-time year-round
out reach. 

Af ter months of hope ful signs, in April of 2020, El
Paso’s no to ri ous Hill Top cen ter be came our third lo cal
abor tion fa cil ity to shut its doors for the last time – af ter
36 years in op er a tion. With three lo cal fa cil i ties closed
in just over three years and just two left to go, our new
goal is to see God go five for five! 

Taken from Day 41 – A Publication of 
40 Days for Life, Summer 2021

Tes tify to the Lost

“So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, 
What mean est thou, O sleeper?  Arise, call upon

thy God, if so, be that God will think upon us, that
we per ish not.”  (Jo nah 1:6)

The tem pest threat ened to en gulf the pa gan mar i -
ners, who were more awake to their mor tal peril than
was the back slid ing, sleep ing prophet.  He knew the
God “who made the sea and the dry land” (Jo nah 1:9),
yet he only shared this knowl edge when cir cum stances
forced him.  Are we also asleep to the per ish ing ones all
around us?  The Lord dis ci plined dis obe di ent Jo nah un -
til he pro claimed HIS mes sage to Nineveh.  De spite the
mes sen ger’s (ves sel) re luc tance, God saved an en tire
city from cer tain de struc tion.  Let us gladly tes tify to the
lost, so that many might share in GOD’S gift of Sal va -
tion.                            K. R. Keyser 

Sal va tion!  O as cended Lamb, to Thee the praise
be longs, 

Sal va tion shall in spire our hearts, and dwell upon
our tongues. — Isaac Watts

Gospel Folio Press

Ed i tor’s note: In ter est ing though to be a lit tle pos i -
tive on be half of Jo nah.  First of all, the mar i ners rec og -
nized that Jo nah’s God was dif fer ent then their hea then

gods!  Sec ondly, Jo nah was also se cure in his Lord’s
pro tec tion and his days are num bered in the palm of his
Sav ior’s Hands. 

Blood of the Tes ta ment

“Say ing, This, is the blood of the tes ta ment which
God hath en joined unto you.”  (He brews 9:20)

THERE is a strange power about the very blood,
and the sight of it is al ways af fect ing.  A kind heart can -
not bear to see a spar row bleed, and un less fa mil iar ized
by use, turns away with hor ror at the slaugh ter of a
breast.  As to the blood of men, it is a con se crated thing:
it is mur der to shed it in wrath, it is a dread ful crime to
squan der it in war.  Is this so lem nity oc ca sioned by one
fact that the blood of life, and of it forth the to ken of
death?  We think so!  When we rise to con tem plate the
Blood of the Son of GOD, our awe is yet more in -
creased, and we shud der as we think of the guilt of sin,
and the ter ri ble pen alty which the Sin-bearer en dured.
BLOOD al ways pre cious, is price less when it streams
from IMMANUEL’S side. The BLOOD of JESUS seals 
the cov e nant of GRACE, and makes it for ever sure. 
Cov e nants of old were made by sac ri fice, and the ev er -
last ing cov e nant was rat i fied in the same man ner.  Oh,
the de light of be ing saved upon the sure foun da tion of
di vine en gage ment’s which can not be dis hon ored!  Sal -
va tion by the works of the Law is a frail and bro ken ves -
sel whose ship wreck is sure; but the cov e nant ves sel
fears no storms, for the Blood en sures the whole.  The
Blood of JESUS made His tes ta ment valid.  Wills are of
no power un less the tes ta tors die. In this light the sol -
dier’s spear is a blessed aid to faith, since proved our
Lord to be re ally dead.  Doubts upon the mat ter there
can be none, and we may boldly ap pro pri ate the leg a cies 
which HE has left for His peo ple.  Happy (blessed) they
who see their ti tle to heav enly bless ings as sured to them
by a dy ing (and risen Sav ior)!  But has this Blood no
voice to us?  Does it not bid us sanc tify our selves unto
HIM by whom we have been re deemed?  Does it not call 
us to new ness of life, and in cite us to en tire con se cra tion 
to the LORD?  O that the power of the BLOOD might be 
known, and felt in us this night!        

Taken from Morning & Evening by Charles Spurgeon, 
© 1991 Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.



The Gilded Age
“Be ware lest you for get the LORD your God by not

keep ing His com mand ments and His or di nances and
His stat utes which I am com mand ing you to day;  lest,
when you have eaten and are sat is fied, and have built
good houses and lived in them,  and when your herds

and your flocks mul ti ply, and your sil ver and gold mul -
ti ply, and all that you have mul ti plies,  then your heart
be comes proud, and you for get the LORD your God who 

brought you out from the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slav ery.”  (Deu ter on omy 8:11-14)

Amer i can sat i rist Mark Twain coined it “The Gilded
Age.”  It be gan in the lat ter part of the 19th cen tury.  By
the turn of the new cen tury [1900], it had blos somed into
a so cial gos pel:  A Phi los o phy for Liv ing.  Man, through
his mas tery of tech nol ogy, was on the verge of cre at ing
heaven on earth.  In short, he was about to best na ture,
per haps, even out do God. *

The world was chang ing very, very rap idly.  It [the
In dus trial Rev o lu tion] was mak ing peo ple live lon ger, it
was bring ing more hap pi ness to peo ple, and peo ple
tended to be lieve that and looked upon tech nol ogy as a
sal va tion or a pan a cea for ev ery thing. *

It was a pe riod of great op ti mism.  That op ti mism
showed it self in mi gra tion to the new world. Thou sands
and thou sands of peo ple were view ing Amer ica as the
place where dreams were re al ized. *

In an age where rigid class bound aries shaped and
de fined their dif fer ences, Ti tanic’s pas sen gers shared one 
qual ity in com mon:  A com plete trust in the fu ture, ut ter
faith in a world that they be lieved was al ways get ting
better.  *

The epit ome of this great op ti mism was build ing the
larg est ship in the world, called the Ti tanic.

Ship builder mag a zine raved over state-of-the-art
safety fea tures and pro nounced them “as far as it is pos si -
ble to do so, these two won der ful ves sels [Olym pic and
Ti tanic] are de signed to be un sink able.”   She was the
larg est ship in the world.  She was de signed to be the epit -
ome of style, lux ury and safety.  The ship upon con struc -
tion in 1912 was among hu man kind’s crown ing
tech no log i cal achieve ments.  *

One of the pas sen gers on the Ti tanic said, 

“To de clare a ship to be un sink able was to fly in
the face of God.”  *

Just 4 days into her maiden voy age [April 14, 1912],

Ti tanic would col lide with an ice berg and plunge to the
sea bed, tak ing with her over 1,500 souls.  From the
world’s wealth i est in dus tri al ists to the hum blest of im mi -
grants. *

The loss of the Ti tanic marked the be gin ning of the
end of the age of in no cence and of ar ro gance.  It was the
swift and sud den death of a dearly held dream. *

This is es pe cially sig nif i cant when on May 7, 1915,
just a year later, the ocean liner Lusitania was tor pe doed
by a Ger man sub ma rine and sank with all 1,198 peo ple on
board per ish ing.  In fact, Ti tanic’s sis ter ship Bri tan nic hit
a Ger man na val mine and sank on No vem ber, 21, 1916,
kill ing 30 peo ple.  World War I put the fi nal nail in the
cof fin of man’s dream of great op ti mism in how good
man can make life on earth.  The Gilded Age was gone.

“The rug ged North At lan tic is a harsh and jeal -
ous sov er eign, de mand ing of man’s re spect,
venge ful against his ar ro gance.”  *

“It seems to me that the di sas ter about to oc cur
was the event that not only made the world rub
its eyes and awake, but woke it with a start.  To
my mind, the world of to day awoke April 15,
1912.” –  Jack Thayer, Ti tanic Sur vi vor  *

This fits what the Lord told Is rael be fore they en tered 
the Prom ised Land in the Scrip ture at the top of the page
from Deu ter on omy 8.  When life is go ing re ally well and
pros per ing, there is a ten dency to look to how great ev -
ery thing man kind is mak ing things and for get about God.

Lest we think that this is only a his tory les son, our
lives cur rently mir ror those of the Gilded Age.  Tech nol -
ogy is go ing in sane with cars that can steer themselves
for sale right now.  Peo ple are go ing into outer space as
sheer en ter tain ment.  Ev ery one has an out look that ev -
ery thing is get ting better in life and man kind will al ways
come up with a so lu tion to keep things get ting better and
better, even ex tend ing life, with a glimpse to ward im mor -
tal ity.

Yet, it has been said that his tory re peats it self.  What
hap pened to this Gilded Age has also hap pened to our
age.  On No vem ber 10, 1975, the Great Lakes Freighter
SS Edmund Fitzgerald sank and lost all 29 peo ple on
board.  It has been com mem o rated by the most im mor tal -
ized bal lad of our era, “The Wreck of the Edmund
Fitzgerald” by Gordon Lightfoot.  Even with all our
great tech nol ogy, man still can’t con quer the forces of na -
ture; even though Je sus can when He stilled the wind and
the waves.  (See Mark 4:39)

On Jan u ary 28, 1986, the Space Shut tle Chal lenger
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ex ploded shortly af ter take off with the crew of 7 all per -
ish ing.  Even af ter we have gone to the moon and back
sev eral times, man kind still does n’t have mas tery over
space, even though God still con trols the en tire uni verse 
and all that it con tains.  “The heav ens are tell ing of the
glory of God; And their ex panse is de clar ing the work of 
His hands.”  (Psalm 19:1)

On Sep tem ber 11, 2001, 18 ter ror ists brought the
might i est na tion in the world to its knees.  2,996 peo ple
per ished and our mil i tary did n’t fire a shot.  This was the 
first time in his tory that the United States has been
attacked on her na tive shore; and if it has hap pened
once, it can cer tainly hap pen again.  It should be obvious 
by the re cent de ba cle of try ing to get peo ple out of Af -
ghan i stan just how far our coun try has fallen.

What God did to re buke the pride and ar ro gance of
man kind to end the Gilded Age, He has also done to our
age.  But will we learn the les son and hum ble our selves
be fore the Al mighty and turn from our wick ed ness?  

I see no in di ca tion of that happening.

Pastor Jim Haga
Hagapublishing

The Old Paths and the Good Way

By Dr. Henry M. Mor ris 

“Thus, saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and
see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way,

and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your
souls.  But they said, We will not walk therein.” 

(Jer e miah 6:16)

Ever since the rise of mod ern sci ence, and es pe -
cially since the re sur gence of an cient pa gan ism in the
guise of mod ern evo lu tion ary “sci ence,” there has de -
vel oped a sort of so cial com pul sion to fol low af ter what -
ever seems to be new.  There are new phi los o phies and
new re li gions and “mod ern ized” ver sions of tra di tional
doc trines –- al ways some new idea.  But the Eter nal
GOD does not change with the times.  With Him, there
“is no vari able ness, nei ther shadow of turn ing” (James
1:17).  “Je sus Christ the same yes ter day, and to day, and
for ever” (He brews 13:8).

No one ques tions the value of true ad vances in sci -
ence and tech nol ogy.  In fact, this is im plicit in the pri -
me val do min ion man date to “sub due” the earth
(Gen e sis 1:28).  All these “new” trends in mo ral ity and
re li gion, how ever, are re ally only an cient im mo ral i ties
and an cient evolutionism re fur bished in mod ern ter mi -
nol ogy.  

It is such as these that the prophet (God) de ployed. 
The “old paths” con sti tute the “good way,” and God’s
peo ple will never find true and soul-rest un til they “walk 
therein.” Re move not the an cient land marks, which thy
fa thers have set” (Prov erbs 22:28).  The New Tes ta ment 
sim i larly re bukes all those idle “phi los o phers” who
“spent their time in noth ing else, but ei ther to tell, or to
hear some new thing” (Acts 17:18, 21).  When the true
Gos pel co mes, how ever, it is gen u ine “Good News” to
all who are not merely cu ri ous to hear “this new doc -
trine” (Acts 17:19), but who will ap pro pri ate it for them -
selves by faith.  This new doc trine, in fact, is not new at
all, but is that “hope of eter nal life, which God, that
can not lie, prom ised be fore the world be gan” (Ti tus
1:2).   

Taken from The Heavens Declare the Glory of God,
by Dr. Henry Morris, © 1997

Fight the good fight of faith

How do we fight the good fight of faith?  First of all, 
we need to sur ren der to the Holy spirit, and de pend (en -
light en ment) on His power.  Sec ondly, we need to lay
hold on God’s In spired Word, the BIBLE; and fol low its 
di rec tion.  This is the ready sword (“Finally, my breth -
ren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His
might.  Put on the whole ar mor of God,…And the hel -
met of sal va tion, and the sword of the Spirit. Which is
the word of God”.  (Ephe sians 6:10, 17) as we con tend
for the true and liv ing faith of the Spirit – HE will use us
in our daily lives for God’s pur pose and His Glory!  The
Holy Scrip tures re veal God’s will to use.  It is a mighty
Book be cause it is the word of our Al mighty, Sov er eign
God.  Thus, it can and will cast down the strong hold and
imag i na tions of phi los o phers and false teach ers/pas tors
and others.  It most cer tainly blesses us by let ting the
Holy Spirit in ter pret and ap ply it as food for our soul
(the in ner man or new na ture).  It also will as sist us in
our thoughts and be ing able to im i tate Je sus to love and
good deeds. It helps us mor ti fy the deeds of the old sin -
ful na ture and gives vic tory over the old na ture; keep ing
in mind the old sin ful na ture ever strives to man i fest it -
self con sis tently. May GOD help us to love and obey
His Word.   A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD!

“Be hold!  The Chris tian war rior stand, in all the ar -
mor of his God;

The Spirit’s sword is in his hand; his feet are with
the Gos pel shod.” —  J. Mont gom ery

Editor



Confusion
Num bers 10:1-20 (KJV):  “And the Lord spake unto

Mo ses, say ing, Make thee two trum pets of sil ver; of a
whole piece shalt though make them: that thou mayest 

use them for the call ing of the as sem bly, and for the
jour ney ing of the camps.  And when they shall blow

with them, all the as sem bly shall as sem ble them selves
to thee at the door of the ta ber na cle of the con gre ga -
tion.  And if they blow but with one trum pet, then the
princes which are heads of the thou sands of Is rael,

shall gather them selves unto thee.  When ye blow an
alarm, then the camps that lie on the east parts shall
go for ward.  When ye blow an alarm the sec ond time,

then the camps that lie on the south side shall take
their jour ney: they shall blow an alarm for their jour -
neys.  But when the con gre ga tion is to be gath ered to -

gether, ye shall blow, but you shall not sound an
alarm.  And the sons of Aaron, the priests, shall blow
with the trum pets; and they shall be to you for an or -
di nance for ever through out your gen er a tions.  And if

ye go to war in your land against the en emy that
oppresseth you, then you shall blow an alarm with the 
trum pets; and ye shall be re mem bered be fore the Lord 

your God, and ye shall be saved from your en e mies. 
Also, in the day of your glad ness, and in your sol emn
days, and in the be gin nings of your months, ye shall

blow with the trum pets over your burnt of fer ings, and
over the sac ri fices of your peace of fer ings; that they
may be to you for a me mo rial be fore your God: I am

the Lord your God.”

In this day of mixed mes sages, not only from the
world and the sec u lar so ci ety we live in, but also from the
many re li gions of the world, con fu sion can reign. 
Non-Bib li cal doc trines can even come from pul pits of
many churches that iden tify them selves as Chris tian.  This
can make it very con fus ing both for young and old alike. 
For the young be cause, at least a good per cent age of them,
the abil ity to dis cern or use com mon sense has not yet fully 
de vel oped.  “Re mem ber not the sins of my youth” (Ps
25:7a).  That’s why par ents need to train up their chil dren
in the way they should go (Prov erbs 22:6a) so they can re -
sist the temp ta tions and false teach ings they will be ex -
posed to in the world.  This can be es pe cially prob lem atic
if they have been brought up in a bro ken home, a home
with no par ent around to spend time with them, or where
they re ceive lit tle or no spir i tual guid ance from their par -
ents or any one else.  

For adults, those things pre vi ously men tioned can
carry over into adult hood.  Also, con fu sion can come
when teach ings they have re ceived in the past con flict

with other teach ings they are ex posed to later.  They can
hover be tween two or three opin ions for years and may
even be come ex as per ated and throw in the towel and quit
try ing to find the truth.  Many have left the church be cause
of what they view as hy poc risy.  Just try ing to please the
flesh can turn adults away from sound teach ing.  We fight
against not only prin ci pal i ties and pow ers of the air, but
against our own flesh as well.

The Is ra el ites, and I’m sure al most ev ery so ci ety, used
trum pets for the pur poses as in di cated in Num bers
10:1-20.  The Is ra el ites, who were trav el ing from Egypt to
the prom ised land, used trum pets as sig nals, warn ings, a
call for gath er ings and so forth.  Even ar mies much more
re cent, such as in the Civil War, and the cav alry when the
west was be ing set tled, used trum pets, or bu gles, to send
out var i ous mes sages crit i cal to a bat tle or just to or ga nize
the troops.  The mes sage that the trum pet sounded had to
be clear, pre cise and cor rect to avoid con fu sion in the
ranks.  We as Chris tians and as a church need a clear trum -
pet sound as well to guide us on our nar row Chris tian path.  
I Cor 14:8 says: “For if the trum pet gives an un cer tain
sound, who shall pre pare him self to bat tle”?    Imag ine the
con fu sion if a clear trum pet sound was not given when the
Is ra el ite tribes were to move out in a spec i fied or der on
God’s com mand, or dur ing a bat tle?  

It’s hard enough to live the Chris tian life with out hav -
ing con fus ing mes sages.  How ever, even with a clear mes -
sage some will choose the wide path.  But that does not
ex cuse the church from pro claim ing clear truth.  There are
strug gles in our daily walk when the mes sage is clear.  But
when we get con flict ing mes sages, it makes it even more
dif fi cult.  For ex am ple, some church bod ies deny the in er -
rancy of scrip ture, and some say there are many roads to
God.  Some are even join ing non-Chris tian re li gious
groups and form ing a sort of hy brid church.  All of these
ex am ples can cause con fu sion for peo ple when they see
their church es pous ing one thing when scrip ture is say ing
an other thing.  Ev ery thing is up side down it seems.  It’s
like the coast guard of fi cer who was try ing to ra dio a boat
he could barely see in the fog to see if he was in trou ble. 
He said “come in boat #9, boat #9 can you hear me”? 
Then he thought for a mo ment and re mem bered, “we don’t 
have a boat #9”.  He then called again and said “Boat #6,
are you in trou ble”?  It was only then he re al ized that Boat
#6 was ac tu ally up side down.

Some times it’s not just a bla tant er ror with re spect to
the Scrip tures that can be con fus ing.  There are times when 
some pet doc trines are pounded on hard and loud.  That’s
fine for clear bib li cal doc trines.  How ever, when there is a
doc trine that we just can’t be dog matic about, it can even
be come a point of sep a ra tion when one group claims to
have the fi nal word on it, and mocks those who don’t go
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along with them.  Maybe it’s a preacher who claims that
“no other preach ers have seen this ex cept me”.  These
“claims” can dom i nate the preach ing in those par tic u lar
churches, leav ing many other clear doc trines or scrip -
tures be ing ne glected.

What then shall we do as a Chris tian body?  Of
course, we do not es pouse a One-World church.  How -
ever, there are some things that can be done to unify the
peo ple with re spect to doc trine.  This would help take
some of the con fu sion out of the equa tion.  Lu ther ans
have doc u ments that can func tion in that re gard.  The
Augsburg Con fes sion (usu ally the un al tered con fes sion)
is one ex am ple.  There are Lu ther’s small and large Cat e -
chisms.  Also, there are the creeds of the church such as
the Ni cene Creed, the Apos tles Creed and the Atha na sian 
Creed.  These can guide some one who is con fused about
what the scrip tures teach.  How ever, there is noth ing that
com pares to the scrip tures them selves.  There fore, the
Scrip tures must rule su preme as the di vine au thor ity. 
They must be con sid ered in fal li ble and any at tempt to
wa ter the scrip tures down must be stopped in its tracks. 
Any at tempt to com pro mise on the scrip tures dur ing the
Ref or ma tion was met with a scath ing re buke from Mar tin 
Lu ther.  Com pro mise with re spect to the Bi ble is not an
op tion.  Oth er wise, con fu sion cer tainly would reign,
lead ing to eter nal con se quences for many.  I for one am
glad that God in cluded II Tim. 3:16-17 in the Scrip tures
to take out all doubt about the or i gin and in fal li bil ity of
the scrip tures where He says “All Scrip ture is given by in -
spi ra tion of God, and is prof it able for doc trine, for re -
proof, for cor rec tion, for in struc tion in righ teous ness. 
That the man of God may be per fect, thor oughly fur -
nished unto all good works.”  I sure don’t see any thing
con fus ing about that.  Al le luia.

Joel Zeltinger
Bis marck, ND

A PRAYER FOR NEW YEAR’S DAY 

God of cre ation and Lord of the ages, we ren der
grate ful thanks to Thee for Thy abound ing mercy and for
the rev e la tion in Christ of Thy love for lost man kind. We
praise Thee for re demp tion through Je sus, our Sav iour,
from sin and from the im pend ing pros pect of eter nal sep -
a ra tion from Thee.

We thank Thee for the Word of life, for the hope of fi -
nal de liv er ance by the fin ished work of Christ, and for the 
opened path through dark ness into the light of an eter nal
day. 

We thank Thee for daily bread and for the bread
Thou dost pro vide for the nour ish ment of our faith and

love. We thank Thee for the mea sure of health we are per -
mit ted to en joy and for spir i tual strength to meet the tri als
of each day and to re sist the temp ta tions which as sail us
on the way. 

We thank Thee for the op por tu ni ties pro vided to ren -
der some small or greater ser vice to those in need far and
near, to those made des ti tute by bru tal self ish ness in our
own coun try or in other lands, and to those who are be reft 
of the fa vors we still en joy by Thy loving kindness.

We pray that we may ac cept and turn to ac count in
our daily life the fa vors which have come to our share;
that we may be faith ful trust ees of the ben e fits given by
no mer its of our own; that we may be Thy hands and feet
to serve the less fa vored at home and abroad; and that the
hope we cher ish may be kin dled in the hearts of those
who still sit in dark ness and the shadow of death.

We pray that our grave  sins of omis sion may be for -
given and that we may re ceive grace to amend our ways
in new ness of life and in res cue and re lief. The sup ply of
our lack must come from Thee and we ask: Work in us
both the will and the deed, for Thy good plea sure. We
also hum bly ask for health and strength and the means
nec es sary to this end; that our nat u ral self ish ness and in -
dif fer ence may be over ruled by Thy Spirit to cross our
own wills; that Thy will may be done and Thy pur pose
with our lives may be ac com plished. 

Keep us close to Thy Word, so that its life, its light
and its power may de liver us from our in dif fer ence and
en er gize us to ac tion. Give us vic tory over our old na ture,
that it may be drowned and de stroyed and that the new
man may daily come forth and rise to live in the pres ence
of God and righ teous ness and pu rity for ever. Make the
Name of Je sus our guid ing star, the power of God for a
better year than the past and for a con se crated life that
shall glo rify Him in the hearts of those who by our tes ti -
mony shall find in that Name the pre cious as sur ance of
sal va tion. 

We know, O God, that our pres ent life is fleet ing. Our 
days are num bered. “Our hearts are beat ing fu neral
marches to the grave.” But what a blessed pros pect if
death means a res ur rec tion into the re al iza tion of ev ery
hope! Make it our one con cern to “re deem the time” by
the faith ful use of each mo ment, look ing to Thee for
grace to fill the years of our earthly so journ with du ties
hon estly per formed and deeds of kind ness done to our
fel low trav el ers on the way. Then we know that by Thy
grace the eve ning shall be peace ful and a New Year shall
be ush ered in by a Sun that shall have no set ting.  Amen.

Dr. C.J. Sodergren, Jan 1939 The Bible Banner –
Official publication of the Lutheran Bible Institute of

Minneapolis Mn.



Things Jesus Did Not Do 
By Ted Camp 

Much has been writ ten about what Je sus did and
much re mains un writ ten.

“And there are also many other things which Je sus
did, the which, if they should be writ ten ev ery one, I sup -
pose that even the world it self could not con tain the
books that should be writ ten. Amen.” John 21:25.

So, I thought I would write about the “things” Je sus
did not do and “what” Je sus was not.

HE wrote in the sand (John 8:6-8), but He did not
write a book.  Yet to day more books are writ ten about
Him than about any other per son.  

HE did not write a song.  Yet to day the world is filled
with mu sic and mel o dies about Him.

HE did not at tend school, but at the age of twelve, He 
con founded schol ars (Luke 2:46-47).  He had only
twelve dis ci ples (Mat thew 10:1), but to day He has more
stu dents than all col leges com bined. 

HE was not a chef or a baker, but He fed the mul ti -
tudes with out a stove or oven (Mark 6:41). 

HE was not a fish er man, but taught fish er men where
and how to fish (John 21:6).  

HE did not prac tice med i cine, but He healed more
bro ken hearts than doc tors heal bro ken bod ies (Mat thew
12:15).  He healed with out med i cine, pre scrip tions, herbs 
or hos pi tals. 

HE was not a farmer, but He sowed seeds that one
day will pro duce the world’s great est har vest (John 4:35).

HE was not an un der taker, but one day He will be the
Up per-taker (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). 

HE was not a vet er i nar ian, but He made a rooster
crow (Mat thew 26:74) and a don key obey ((21:2).

HE was not a me te o rol o gist; but He made the winds,
rains and the seas obey Him (Mark 4:41).

HE was not a pro fes sor, but never a man spake like
He did (John 7:46).

HE was not a flo rist, but He was known as the Lily of
the Val ley and the Rose of Sharon (Song of Sol o mon
2:1).

Kings, queens, rul ers and pres i dents have come and
gone.  Yet He lives on and on.  Herod could not harm Him 
(Mat thew 2:16) and the Sad du cees could not hin der Him
(Mat thew 16:1); the Phar i sees could not per suade Him
and the priests could not per jure Him (22:34-46).  The
scribes could not out smart Him and the Jews could not
over come Him (Mark 2:6-12).  

The world could not sway Him and Sa tan could not
se duce Him (Mat thew 4:1-11).  The grave could not de -
cay Him and death could not de stroy Him (Acts 2:27). 
He was the Sac ri fice for sin (He brews 10:12), the Sub sti -

tute for death (Romans 5:18), and arose the Sav ior of the
world (John 3:16).  He sur vived and HE’s alive!

HE ful filled all Scrip tures (1 Co rin thi ans 15:4) and
sat down at the right hand of GOD (He brews 12:2), wait -
ing to be come the com ing KING OF KINGS and LORD
OF LORDS!  Je sus Christ is the only risen Sav ior; and
HE will for ever re main the Mes siah, Je ho vah and Em -
man uel.

These are the “things” Je sus did not do and “what”
HE was not.  Now let me tell you what HE did and who
HE is!  Well, that’s an other story! 

Sword of the Lord

The Good News

This per son was once a for mer pros ti tute who had
been blinded by HIV.  She had never read the Bi ble. 
Never heard a ser mon.  But when she heard the
Good-News (The Bi ble), she be came so happy.  Af ter she 
had lis tened to the In cor rupt ible Word of God, she said,
“Wow, God re ally loves me.”  This was the first time
some had seen her smile.  

“I’m just so grate ful that God sent through a Chris -
tian Min is try; so now she can start a liv ing re la tion ship
with Je sus, as she ad mits and fol lows through what God
says through His Word the Bi ble.  Ac tu ally no one can be
saved ex cept through some mea sure of the Holy Scrip -
tures.  You see, no one can truly live (spir i tu ally) with out
the Word of God.  For it is the Word of God that re veals to 
us the way of Sal va tion and growth..  The Word (by the
Holy Spirit) gives us food and di rec tion for our walk with 
Je sus, by faith.  It is the Word of God that gives us wis -
dom, peace and joy.  It is the Word of God that opens the
eyes of the blind! 

Selected.
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Preaching!
“Or a tory is but a sound ing brass or a tin kling

cym bal if the Holy Spirit be not there.”
“For us (min is ters) to give our selves to get ting

up en ter tain ments, to be come com pet i tive with
the aters and mu sic halls, is a deg ra da tion of our
holy call ing.”

“One ser mon preached in the power of the
Holy Spirit will be worth ten thou sand preached
with out it.”

          Charles Spurgeon
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Redemption or Death
“But the firstling of an ass thou shalt re deem with a 
lamb: and if thou re deem him not, then shalt thou

break his neck.” (Ex o dus 34:20)

EVERY first born crea ture must be the Lord’s, but
since the ass was un clean, it could not be pre sented in
sac ri fice.  What then?  Should it be al lowed to go free
from the uni ver sal law?  By no means.  GOD ad mits of
no ex cep tions.  The ass has His due, but He will not ac -
cept it; He will not abate the claim, but yet He can not be
pleased with the vic tim.  No way of es cape re mained but 
re demp tion –- the crea ture must be saved by the sub sti -
tu tion of a lamb in its place; or if not re deemed, it must
die.  My soul, here is a les son for thee.  That un clean an i -
mal is thy self; thou art justly the prop erty of the Lord
who made thee and pre serves thee, but thou art so sin ful
that GOD will not, can not, ac cept thee; and it has come
to this, the LAMB OF GOD must stand in thy stead, or
thou must die eter nally.  Let all the world know of thy
grat i tude to that spot less LAMB who has al ready bled
for thee, and so re deemed thee from the fa tal curse of the 
Law.  Must it not some times have been a ques tion with
the Is ra el ites which should die, the ass or the lamb? 
Would not the good man pause to es ti mate and com -
pare?  As suredly there was no com par i son be tween the
value of the soul of man and the Life of the LORD
JESUS, and yet the LAMB dies, and man the ass is
spared.  My soul, ad mire the bound less love of God to
thee and oth ers of the hu man race.  Worms are bought
with the BLOOD of the Son of the HIGHEST!  Dust
and ashes re deemed with a price far above sil ver and
gold!  What a doom had been mine had not plen te ous re -
demp tion been found!  The break ing of the neck of the
ass was but a mo men tary pen alty, but who shall mea sure 
the wrath to come to which no limit can be imag ined? 
In es ti ma bly dear is the glo ri ous Lamb who has re -
deemed us from such a doom!

Morning & Evening, by Charles Spurgeon, © 1991
Hendrickson Publishers, Inc

SPRING

Spring is a very spe cial sea son; but ev ery day is a
gift from God; which in cludes Sum mer, Fall and Win ter
and the past three sea sons have been un usual in re gards
to the Vi rus!  But spring brings forth new-be gin nings, as 
veg e ta tion springs forth, etc.  New be gin nings!  It’s so
easy to let this time be come just plain rou tine/fa mil iar
and so it is with the church, which needs a fresh-touch

from God.  
But af ter an es pe cially try ing and un pre dict able pre -

vi ous months with its un cer tain ties, there be comes
maybe an even greater threat!  While it may be tempt ing
to lose heart, we must re mem ber that such trou bling
times are also an op por tu nity to deepen our faith in the
Cru cified, and risen Je sus Christ who is bound to come
again some time in the fu ture in what we call “The Rap -
ture!”  ARE YOU READY? 

Editor

Sold to Wick ed ness

“But there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell
him self to work wick ed ness in the sight of the

LORD, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up.”  
(I Kings 21:25)

Dear sis ters in the Lord, make very sure you do not
stir your hus band, or oth ers, to do evil, by com plain ing
and crit i ciz ing or urg ing ag gres sive ness to wards oth ers.  
But in stead let us show them “the or na ment of a meek
and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great
price.” (1 Pe ter 3:4).  We have a great re spon si bil ity to
show the love and ho li ness of God in our daily lives. 

M. Robins 

Ed i tor’s Note: “A fool ish son is the ruin of his fa -
ther, and the con ten tions of a wife are a con tin ual drip -
ping”. 

 “Better to dwell in the wil der ness, than with a con -
ten tious and an gry woman.”

“A con tin ual drip ping on a very rainy day and, a
con ten tious woman are alike; Who ever re strains her re -
strains the wind, and grasps oil with his right hand.” 
Prov erbs 19:13,  21:19 & 27:15-16.

CONTRAST: Prov erbs 18:22 & chap ter 31.
Fill all my vi sion, Sav iour di vine,

Till with Thy glory my spirit shall shine,

Fill all my vi sion, that all may see,

Thy holy im age re flected in me. – Avis B. Christiansen 

You don’t trifle with the
Almighty without there being

dire consequences



Self-esteem
The min is try (serv ing) of self-es teem is based on

‘sink ing-sand’ or a false foun da tion.  It is only one of
many con flict ing psy cho log i cal the o ries and thus is op -
posed by many psy chol o gists/psy chi a trists both among
true be liev ers and non-chris tians.  More im por tant yet, it
def i nitely con flicts with God’s Holy Word. (Philippians
2:3), which warns us not to think too lightly of
our-selves; do not make ‘lit tle’ of what God has en trusted 
into your life.  To minimize what God has given to you is
an em bar rass ment… of God in that He did n’t know what
He is do ing!  Ephe sians 2:8-10.  Romans 12:3 it is very
clear; “For I say, through the grace given to me, to ev ery -
one who is among you, not to think of him self more highly 
than he ought to think, but to think so berly…”  

BUT don’t down-play what God has en trusted unto
you ei ther, for what HE asks for is ei ther al ready in your
life OR will pro vide as the need arises!

“For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nour -
ishes and cher ishes it, just as the Lord does the
church.”  (Ephe sians 5:29)

The Test

The BIBLE de clares that the clear in di ca tion of
whether one who claims to be a prophet is in fact not a
true prophet of God if it con tra dicts what the Bi ble
teaches (Isa iah 8:20).  By that cri te rion, both Mu ham mad 
and Bahaullah (as well as Bud dha, Krishna, et al.) are
false proph ets, be cause they clearly con tra dict the teach -
ings of Je sus and His Apos tles, who built with out con tra -
dic tion upon the teach ings of the Old Tes ta ment
proph ets.

“To the law and to the tes ti mony: if they speak not 
ac cord ing to this word, it is be cause there is no light in 
them.”  (Isa iah 8:20)

The Berean Call

Come to Je sus

“All that the Fa ther giv eth me shall come to me:
And him that com eth to me I will in wise cast out.”

(John 6:37)

A pas tor was vis it ing the sick in the Kings County
Hos pi tal in Brook lyn.  In one of the wards a man beck -
oned to him, say ing, 

“Please go and see a Nor we gian boy on the top floor.  

He is very ill.”
The boy was twenty-two years of age, and had come

from Nor way three years be fore.  He came from a large
fam ily, and had come to Amer ica hop ing to be able to
help his mother in a fi nan cial way.  As he was tell ing his
story to the min is ter, he cov ered his head and cried,
“Mother!  Mother!”

“Please let me try to take your moth ers place,” the
min is ter said.

“I came here healthy and strong.” Said the boy, “but I 
sud denly took sick.  I have had two op er a tions, and now I
can not get well.”  Again, he cov ered his head and cried,
“What shall I do?  I am not saved, and now I must die.”

The pas tor prayed with him, and showed him the way 
to be saved.  A few days later when the pas tor came to see
the boy, he saw that the boy was dy ing.  He asked the boy, 
“Are you better!”

“No, I’m very sick, but, oh, I have it so good.  Will
you please write my mother in Nor way, and tell her that
Je sus says: Him that com eth to me I will in no wise cast
out.  Tell her that we will meet in Heaven.”  

Have you come to Je sus with your sin ful soul?  Have
you been washed in His Blood?  If you have not, come
now.

Dear Lord Je sus, we thank Thee that Thou dost re -
ceive all those that come unto Thee.  In Je sus’ name. 
Amen.  

Altar Steps by Pastor R. P. Haakonson, His family
gives permission.

Rea gan Was  Right!

With out God, there is no vir tue be cause there’s no
prompt ing of the con science.  With out God, we’re
mired in the ma te rial, that flat world that tells us only
what the senses per ceive.  With out God, there is a coars -
en ing of the so ci ety.  And with out God, de moc racy will
not and can not long en dure.  If we ever for get that
we’re one na tion un der God, then we will be a na tion
gone un der.

Ronald Reagan, Dallas, Texas, August 23, 1984.
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Hauge Bible Conference Sessions

Last June, we had our Hauge An nual Meet ing in
Westby, Wis con sin.  Our speak ers were Pas tor Ron
Wik, Mr. Wayne Almlie, Pas tor Jim Haga, Pas tor
Don Greven and Mr. Marvin Ja cob son.  These ses -
sions were video re corded and are avail able for you
to watch.  Just go on YouTube and pull up the Hauge
Innermission and re ceive the en grafted Word which
will bring you rich blessings.

We are thank ful to be able to pro vide these for
your view ing.  Not ev ery one has the op por tu nity to
make it to these ses sion, so we bring these ses sions to 
you in stead.  If you do not have a com puter at home
with Internet con nec tion, you can go to your lo cal li -
brary and have the Li brar ian as sist you with this.

UpDate
THANK YOU, JESUS, so Praise the LORD!

A lit tle ‘spir i tual – com mer cial’ – by the Grace
and Em pow er ment of GOD, the HLIF & Morn ing
Glory seeks to be con sis tently sta ble; since its found -
ing just over 100 years ago: so con sis tent that you
might say our shoes are “nailed” to the floor (THE
ROCK)

But to oc cupy with and for our LORD; we need
sol diers of the Cross to def i nitely pitch in fi nan cially
and prayer fully!  Where the bat tle rages, it shows
loy alty of the sol diers. This is not a false-ad ver tise -
ment, but the truth as JESUS IS THE WAY, THE
TRUTH, and there is NO other way into HEAVEN –
Acts 4:12-13.

In His ser vice, God uses cleansed -ves sels, those
who are un der His BLOOD, per son ally. 

We seek to re main be ing a bas tion of the truth of
the Scrip tures as a tes ti mony of our her i tage fol low -
ing the life of Hauge.  He pro claimed con ver sion to
the Lu ther ans of his day and we do the same.  Many
in the Lu theran Church at large are dead spir i tu ally
in their bap tism with no faith.  It is not Bap tism that
is at fault, it is the in cor rect us age of it to view it as
the means of sal va tion apart from faith.  We pro claim 
a “Liv ing Faith” from the heart that shows it self in
the life of the Re deemed.  A true and liv ing faith ac -
cepts, follows and sur ren ders to Je sus as Lord and
Sav ior, not just sitting idly by and pro claiming:  “I
Believe.”

Thank you for your con cern for us.

The monthly ex penses of the Hauge
Innermission are approx. $3,500.


