
The Harvest Is Past

“The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we
are not saved.” (Jeremiah 8:20)

hus reads the lam en ta tion of Is rael, a peo ple in bond -
age, wait ing for de liv er ance that did not come.   One
bright sea son af ter the other had come and gone, but
it brought only des o la tion and dis tress to them: and

now they faced the dread of win ter with no hope.  No won -
der they cried in des per a tion.

Our emo tions are deeply stirred by their plight: our
heart goes out to them.  We have seen other smaller na tions
in sim i lar sad sit u a tions, un der the iron heel of ty ran ni cal
gov ern ments, of ten prom ised free dom but never get ting it.

Bit ter as this is among small, op pressed na tions, it is not 
half as tragic as the er ror of hu man hearts that have sinned
away God’s best sea sons of sal va tion.  Our text men tions
two of the three ma jor sea sons of life - sum mer and fall; the
third, spring time is not men tioned here, but be ing it is the
first sea son, stand ing for the time of youth, we can not omit
it in our think ing.  It is the time of sow ing of seed, the time
of be gin ning, the time when a right start will spare one from
re morse in later days.  My how for tu nate young peo ple are
who early sought the Lord!  I re call a young man who had
just re turned from a Bi ble Camp where Je sus had found and
saved him.  It was won der ful to see his new-found joy.  He
gripped my hand as if he’d known me a life time, and we had 
a grand time talk ing about the ben e fits of be ing early saved.  
As I left him, I walked down the street, thank ing God for ev -
ery boy or girl saved in the spring time of life.  We feel sorry
for all who waste those pre cious years of youth, ne glect ing
and re ject ing Christ!  Theirs is a loss noth ing can re store. 
Oh, young peo ple, let Je sus save you now, be fore the evil

days come when you lose the de sire to be a Chris tian.
Yes, Spring time is a time of de ci sion.  Would to God 

all de ci sions were in har mony with the Gos pel.  But sad
to say, it is in the Spring time of life that many de cide to
en joy the plea sures of sin for a sea son.  They fol low the
line of least re sis tance, “fol low the crowd”, con clud ing
that there will be time enough later to be saved.  Peo ple
are lost be cause they don’t want to be saved!  No!  I’ve
met very few who do not want to go to heaven.  But I’ve
met so many who don’t want to start on the way to
heaven now!  It’s al ways that pro cras ti nat ing word ‘To -
mor row’ that gets in their way.  But “to mor row” never
co mes to some;  to oth ers it co mes, to be sure, but it co -
mes with new ob jec tions, added de lays and fur ther post -
pone ments, un til the spring time is gone... and then
co mes sum mer.

 Sum mer is the time of growth, un der the draw ing
power of the sun, when what was sown now de vel ops. 
Sum mer tells us there is no such a thing as a stand-still in 
plant, an i mal nor hu man life.  We are de vel op ing and
grow ing along the lines we ear lier de ter mined.  In the
Chris tian life, sum mer is a won der ful sea son when the
be liever de vel ops into a nor mal, healthy Chris tian, of
clean hab its and Christ-like char ac ter.  It’s a beau ti ful
sight to see young peo ple grow ing in grace and knowl -
edge, turn ing their backs on sin ful al li ances, and set ting
their faces to ward the heav enly home!  We of ten mar vel
at the trans for ma tion of lives that were once dom i nated
by sin and Sa tan: now un der di vine con trol! These
young peo ple are born again; they are go ing on with
Christ in a clearer in sight into man’s to tal de prav ity and
God’s un lim ited grace, pro vided full and free, at Cal -
vary!  Drunk ards have be come so ber, de pend able per -
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sons, good neigh bors, with
clean hab its.  Thieves have
turned from their thiev ery to
res ti tu tion and righ teous liv -
ing:  har lots and adul ter ers
have con fessed and been
con verted, to be come faith -
ful life part ners.  And self-
 righ teous, re li gious peo ple
have re pented and turned
from their im i ta tion re li gion
to true sal va tion by grace,
through an ex pe ri ence of re -
ceiv ing a new heart.  Now
they love prayer meet ings,
tes ti mo nies and evan ge lis tic
meet ings.  Oh, what a
change!

But Sum mer time is also
a time when the un godly de -
velop in their un god li ness. 
The de ci sion ear lier made, to 
ne glect and re ject Christ,
now be comes a more per ma -
nent de ci sion! It takes on the
ap pear ance of de vel oped re -
sis tance.  In the spring time
of youth, the un saved are, as
a rule, not bit ter in their at ti -
tude to ward Christ.  They
are, rather, care less and in -
dif fer ent, not mak ing sal va -
tion much of an is sue.  But
when they come to the Sum -
mer time of life they have
seen more of God’s de -
mands, they have tasted
more of sin – they can’t go
on merely ne glect ing.  Now,
un less they sur ren der to
God, their next step will be
that of re ject ing!  They will
openly take a stand against
the truth, de lib er ately choos -
ing to con tinue in sin, ig nor -
ing or re fus ing to heed God’s 
calls.  It is in the sum mer sea -
son that the grain in the field
“co mes to a head” - it is no
lon ger a mere blade of grass - 
now its iden tity is ap par ent
to all who pass by.  And be -
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fore very long, it will be ripe for har vest!
 My friend, you are still young, but you’ve come to

the Sum mer-sea son of your life.  It is ap par ent to your
par ents, to your pas tor to your friends; yes, it is ap par ent
to your self - you have now de vel oped in your re sis tance
against Christ, to the ex tent that your de ci sion is dan ger -
ously close to be ing a per ma nent de ci sion!  The warmth
of the sum mer sun brings out the best in a Chris tian, but
the worst in the un saved.  Do you not see that “there is
dan ger and death in de lay”?

Next co mes the har vest, the fall sea son, when days
be come shorter, ac tiv i ties are speeded up to gather in the
rip ened grain.  In the Bi ble the har vest is spo ken of as the
fi nal state of de vel op ment – the time of judg ment! 
“What so ever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”  And
you reap more than you sowed. Chris tians shall come re -
joic ing, bring ing in the sheaves.  But the un godly shall
de part, weep ing, into “outer dark ness, where there shall
be weep ing and gnash ing of teeth.”  “The har vest is past,
the sum mer is ended, and we are not saved.”

Finally co mes the cold, freez ing win ter, when all
hope is for ever gone!  Dur ing the life time, spring, sum -
mer, fall and win ter come, one af ter the other each year,
but in the soul-life they come once only.  There fore,
“how shall we es cape if we ne glect so great a sal va tion?”  
Friend, you know it – there is no es cape when the har vest
is past – judg ment and death come at last.  To the abid ing
Chris tian there will never come a win ter sea son.  He
knows the mean ing of spring, sum mer, and fall, and re -
joices to ex pe ri ence new and greater things in the closer
walk with God and the fi nal “Har vest-Home”, when the
saints go march ing in.  The Chris tian, safe at last, within
the pearly gates of heaven, shall never know the mean ing
of win ter.  Eter nal spring, sum mer and fall, in all full ness
shall be his por tion for ever.

 Oh, my friend, hear me to day: let not Is rael’s last cry
be yours – “The har vest is past, the sum mer is ended, and
we are not saved.”  Cry out right now to Je sus for par don
and peace.

October, 1968  R.Norheim,
The Lamplighter, Lutheran Gospel Hour

An other Year of Grace

“And he an swer ing saith unto Him, ‘Lord, let it alone 
this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it: and if it
bear fruit thence forth, well; but if not, thou shalt cut it
down.’ ” Luke 13:8, 9.

To day we are at the sun rise of an other year.  We ask
our selves, what will this year bring us?  When a hum ble
Chris tian looks back over years that are past, he sees

God’s love and grace wo ven into his life; and from the
depths of his soul co mes the con fes sion: “Lord, Thou
hast done all things well!”  But even as you thus give
thanks you have an anx ious sigh.  Through the cor ri dors
of time cold winds blow that seem to warn us of storms,
pun ish ments, and hard days.  It is as though we heard the
flap ping of the wings of the an gel with the vi als of wrath
that are to be poured out on us.

And yet in the midst of all that causes us to fear dif fi -
cult times, there stands a Man who un til this day has al -
ways pre vented the worst from hap pen ing.  When the
righ teous hand lifted the axe for stroke, and when the vi -
als were to be poured out on us, then He in ter posed and
prayed for a time of re spite: “Lord, let it alone this year
also.  True, I have of fered the same prayer be fore; but oh,
grant this year, too, Lord!  Let me dig about it and dung it
one year more.” 

In this way, the Vinedresser has not only pre vented
the worst from hap pen ing, but He has also given years of
grace in which many have been saved.

This year, too, He prays the same prayer for peo ple
and coun try, and be cause of this Sav ior love, God will
again give us a year of grace for grace.  If this shall prove
to be the last year here in time for some of us, then He
will take such be liev ing sin ner and carry him through
death into eter nal day.

“A few more years shall roll,
A few more sea sons come,
And we shall be with those that rest,
Asleep within the tomb.
A few more suns shall set
O’er these dark hills of time,
And we shall be where suns are not-
A far serener clime.”

Ludvig Hope, Oslo, Norway
Morn ing Glory Dec 31, 1942
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Stay on the Trail!

At the be gin ning of a hik ing path I
read this warn ing; Stay on the es tab lished
trails.  What a needed word for this gen er -
a tion that has lost its way!  In deed that is
the mean ing of per plex ity, one of the
char ac ter is tics of the last days men tioned
by our Lord.  We have left the old paths
and the good way, and we have no rest for
our souls.

Vance Havner
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New Year’s Day
“Lo, I am with you al ways, even unto the end of the

world.  Amen!”  (Mat thew 28:20)

 We can well be gin the New Year with faith in the as -
cended Sav ior’s prom ise at the close of Saint Mat thew’s
Gos pel, “Lo, I am with you al ways, even unto the end of
the world. Amen. ” Amid our per sonal per plex i ties, na -
tional prob lems and in ter na tional dif fi cul ties, we need the
Sav ior’s con stant com pan ion ship.  How better can we
cross the thresh old from the Old to the New Year than with
a re pen tant, con trite plea be seech ing God’s par don for our
un num bered sins, His help in the many needs that will
con front us dur ing the com ing twelve months, His com fort 
for the af flic tions that may be mul ti plied in the days ahead?  
Thank God on the first day of 1946 (2024) that we can
have this light for all fu ture dark ness, this di rec tion for all
the gloom that may en cir cle our hearts and homes, in the
con stant com pan ion ship of His Son.  He, our aton ing Sav -
ior, not only re moved our trans gres sions, when He paid
their pen al ties and sat is fied di vine jus tice, but He con tin -
ues to love us with such de vo tion that we need tread no un -
known path alone.  In pros per ity or pain, in suc cess or
sick ness, in life and through death, He, whose prom ises
never fail, will con tinue to guide, sup port, en cour age all
who trust His mer cies.  In His name we be gin 1946 (2024).  
God help us end it in the same way!

PRAYER

Heav enly Fa ther: In Thy name we be gin this new
year.  Be cause of our hu man weak ness and lim ited
strength we are too ready to be hold the fu ture with mis -
giv ing and fear; yet strengthen us against fal ter ing and
help us lean wholly on Thee, trust ing in our Re deemer’s
prom ise, “Lo, I am with you al ways, even unto the end of
the world!”  We need Thee ev ery hour dur ing 1946
(2024).  There fore, may Thy Son, our Sav ior, be our con -
stant Com pan ion and Sup port in all dan gers which may
await us, the never-fail ing Par don for ev ery sin!  Let Thy
Holy Spirit di rect us dur ing the com ing year!  We ask this
in the Sav ior’s name. Amen.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

Charles Lamb said that the man must be very bad or
very ig no rant who does not make a good New Year’s res -
o lu tion. No set of res o lu tions will suit all, but the fol low -
ing may help:

1. Do well the duty next to us!  Pre pare for a large
work by do ing a small one well!

2. Never tri fle with con science!  If we have a doubt
about a thing be ing right, let it alone!

3. Ap pre ci ate our fam i lies!  Do not ex pend all our

kind words on oth ers!
4. Do some good for Christ or make some body

happy in Je sus ev ery day!
5. Daily study God’s Word, pray reg u larly, at tend

God’s house faith fully and re peat edly par take of the
Lord’s Sup per!

6. If we fail in these du ties, let us come to Christ daily 
and hum bly con fess our sins, ask His for give ness, and
with the Spirit’s help, try again! 

 
HYMN
Our God, our Help in ages past,
Our Hope for years to come,
Our shel ter from the stormy blast,
And our eter nal Home!

Walter A Maier (The Lutheran Hour), 
Day by Day with Jesus, 1946 Calendar

Sow the Word

You can sel dom ar gue a per son into the Blessed Lit tle 
Flock that Je sus Calls His Own and that is be cause the
real rea son for not want ing to en ter-there-in is not be -
cause of dis be lief in God; but their emo tions and their
will for bids them.  The preach ing of the CROSS is fool -
ish ness to them!  (They don’t see them selves as lost sin -
ners)!

In other words they re fuse to be lieve (trust, come,
rely) as they don’t want to be lieve IN Je sus; be cause they
want to run their own lives!

But when the op por tu nity is there, we must do our
best to deal with this pre cious soul with gen tle ness, firm -
ness and re spect.  Even if we don’t know if the per son is
sin cere or if this per son is seek ing to put us on the spot;
for if we don’t sow the In cor rupt ible Seed, God most
likely can not har vest it ei ther.

“Let your con ver sa tion be al ways full of grace, sea -
soned with salt, so that you may know how to an swer ev -
ery one.” (Colossians 4:6). (Nat u rally your words,
char ac ter and life-style must be con sis tent).  

God prom ises: “Those who sow in tears Shall reap
in joy.  He who con tin u ally goes forth weep ing, Bear -
ing seed for sow ing, Shall doubt less come again with
re joic ing, Bringing his sheaves with him.” (Psalm
126:5-6)  – Pas tor Rodney Stueland

Pas tor Rodney Stueland went home to be with
the Lord on No vem ber 6, 2023 at the age of 85. 
We thank the Lord for Rodney’s many years of
ser vice in Evangelism and Pas to ral work and be -
ing a cen tral force in the Hauge Innermission.
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Ed i to rial
Wayne Almlie

Happy New Year
“Who understands the power of Thine anger, And Thy fury, according to the fear
that is due Thee?  So teach us to number our days, That we may present to Thee a

heart of wisdom.” (Psalm 90:11-12)

Charles Dick ens’ in tro duc tion to “A Tale of Two
Cities” goes like this:

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times; it
was the age of wis dom, it was the age of fool ish ness; it
was the ep och of be lief, it was the ep och of in cre du -
lity; it was the sea son of Light, it was the sea son of
Dark ness; it was the spring of hope, it was the win ter
of de spair; we had ev ery thing be fore us, we had noth -
ing be fore us; we were all go ing di rectly to Heaven,
we were all go ing the other way.” 

That’s kind of how I ap proach 2024.  There is a sense
of ex cite ment; there is a sense of fore bod ing.  It could
be a year in which we as Chris tians might start to get a
taste of the per se cu tion that many in the world are al -
ready ex pe ri enc ing.  It will also be an ex cit ing time, a
time when hope fully the Gos pel will ring stron ger and
clearer than it has for many a year. 

It is a new year af ter all, a chance to start over fresh. 
The world sees that too and peo ple make all kinds of
New Years Res o lu tions, the only prob lem is that prob -
a bly 95% of them are bro ken within a short time, be -
cause it is man’s at tempt at self im prove ment which
sel dom works.  They are works of the flesh and your
flesh al ways be trays you. 

 But yet as a Chris tian I cher ish the op por tu nity to a
fresh start.  I find great com fort in Lam 3:22,23.
“Through the Lord’s mer cies, we are not con sumed,
Be cause His com pas sions fail not.  They are new ev -
ery morn ing; Great is Thy faith ful ness.” 

 It is a great com fort as a Chris tian, who is chief
amongst sin ners, to know that the mer cies of the Lord
are new ev ery morn ing.  That is God’s dec la ra tion; His 
mer cies are new ev ery morn ing.  It does not mat ter
how to day goes, how many times you feel you fail

God, His mer cies are new ev ery morn ing.  The same
holds for the New Year.  His mer cies are new.  If you
are his child and you hate your sin and strive and de -
sire to be free of it, His mer cies are new. 

It’s a new year, it’s time to look back on last year as
well as look for ward to the new year.  We are re minded 
in this new year that we are one year closer to the day
of our death, or the day of the Lord’s re turn.  We sadly
said good bye to some of our fam ily and friends last
year.  Who will be the next?  It could be any one of us,
from the old est to the youn gest; no one has a guar an tee 
of their next breath. 

 We are a year closer to stand ing be fore Christ at the
Judg ment Seat.  (2 Cor 5:10,11) “For we must all ap -
pear be fore the judg ment seat of Christ, that each one
may re ceive the things done in the body, ac cord ing to
what he has done, whether good or bad.  Knowing,
there fore, the ter ror of the Lord, we per suade men.” 
That’s part of the prob lem in the church; we don’t un -
der stand the ter ror of the Lord.  Most have never come
to grips with the fact that “It is a fear ful thing to fall
into the hands of the liv ing God.”  Yes, we are a year
closer to stand ing be fore God, are we ready? 

 We are a year closer to the day that the Lord will say to 
us ei ther,  “Come, you blessed of My Fa ther, in herit
the king dom pre pared for you from the foun da tion of
the world”, (Mt 25:34)  Or “De part from Me, you
cursed, into the ev er last ing fire pre pared for the devil
and his an gels”. (Mt 25:41)

 Since we are one year closer to that day when our fi nal 
des tiny will be for ever de ter mined, (Rom 13:12) “The
night is al most gone, and the day is near.  There fore let
us lay aside the deeds of dark ness and put on the ar mor 
of light.”

“When God puts the pe riod at the end of our life, we ought not  change it to a ques tion mark.”

Dr. Carl McIntyre – Spo ken at his wife’s fu neral
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From the Fellowship Circle

M. B. James town, ND 
I read ev ery word of ev ery is sue.  Of ten in spir ing, al -
ways thought ful, scrip tural, poi gnant, some times sad,
grounded in the de sire to en cour age the be liever and get
the skep tic off the fence, pow er ful preach ing, ex cel lent
Bib li cal study, and timely ar ti cles.

J. H. Blue Earth, MN
I love read ing Morn ing Glory…  Af ter I fin ish with it, I
pass it on to a friend, a re tired pas tor, who has macular
de gen er a tion, but uses a lighted mag ni fy ing glass to
read Morn ing Glory.

B. R. La crosse WI
“Hello, please will you send a copy of “Spirit and
Power” to my friend at … Thank you and God bless
you.

K & F. C. Sebring, FL
En closing a check for $…, $… for do na tion and $12.00
for the book Spirit and Power.  Prayer for a very good
Morn ing Glory to con tinue.  We all need to be more
“God In spired” and this news let ter is a leader in keep ing 
us aware of the truth of evil in our world.  May God -
inspired peo ple con tinue to share God’s Good News!

E.G. La Crosse, WI
Please send a copy of Spirit and Power at …

J.K. Dilworth, MN
Please ac cept this do na tion in mem ory of Rodney
Stueland.  Thank You.

P.H. Crys tal, MN
In mem ory of Pas tor Rodney Stueland.

E.H. Sisseton, SD
The en closed gift is in mem ory of Rod Stueland.

L.P. Osakis, MN
The $… is for the Innermission.  $… is for Al tar Steps.
Mir ror of the Heart and Sin ners in the Hands of an An -
gry God.  God’s Bless ings.

G. & J. D. Fel ton, MN
En closed is a check to Hauge Innermission for $…  The
$… is a Thanksgiving of fer ing and the $… is a me mo -
rial for Pas tor Stueland who just died.  Blessed be his
mem ory.  They were good friends of ours and she still is.  
Our sym pa thy goes out to the fam ily.  

We pray for Is rael.  It is so sad the way they were at -
tacked.

As we think of Thanksgiving, we re flect on how much
we have to be thank ful for.  The Lord has blessed us
abun dantly.

A. & D. H. Twin Val ley, MN
Have a Blessed Thanksgiving.  What a Won der ful Sav -
ior is Je sus our Lord.  All our love and friendship to all
of you in Christ Je sus.

Tes ti mony

“Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of
witnesses, (not eye witnesses but testimonies)
surrounding us.” (Heb 12:1 NASU)

Ed i tor: This verse in it’s con text is about all the saints
the writer men tions in He brews Chap ter 11. But I think
it’s fair to also think of all the saints who went be fore us
to glory. They have left their tes ti mony as well, for our
en cour age ment. 

TESTIMONY of OLE ANDERSON 

Brother An der son and his wife Ger trude, nee
Vaagen (Wag ner), gave their hearts to God some years
ago.  By na ture he was very quiet and peace able.  His
life cor re sponded with his con fes sion of Christ.  The
writer had many ed i fy ing con ver sa tions with him dur -
ing his ill ness which lasted for some years.  We read
God’s Word and prayed to gether, Je sus was near.  When
Ole An der son prayed you could feel the pres ence of the
Spirit.  Not be cause he was so gifted, but be cause as a
help less sin ner in him self, he trusted in the fin ished
work of Je sus for a full sal va tion and talked with God in
a hum ble, child-like way.  “As your days, so your
strength shall be,” is His prom ise.  This Ole ex pe ri enced 
as he waited pa tiently un til his soul was re leased. 

Ole An der son was born in Etne Par ish, Nor way,
Sept. 22, 1871.  He came to Amer ica in 1883.  He mar -
ried Ger trude Vaagen in 1902.  God called him home
Aug. 25, 1942. Age 71.  Wife and three chil dren sur vive.  
The fam ily be longed to Holmes Luth. Church, Holmes,
Ia. It has been the aim of this church to lead souls to a
real and true life in the Son of God.  Ole was a faith ful
sharer of the bur dens and the bless ings of the church. 
He is very much missed both in the church and in the
home.  His mem ory is a blessed one. 

John T. Wagner, Morning Glory 1942 



My Testimony
I am led to give my tes ti mony in the Morn ing Glory.  It 

is about five years ago since Je sus saved me.  But at that
time the devil came along with all his tricks and lies.  I was
fool ish enough to lis ten to him and try his ways.  He told
me so many lies in which I tried to find peace.  At last the
devil’s lies and ideas came to an end.  The bur den of sin
be ing heavier than I could bear. 

 How good it was to en ter the Way.  Yes, it’s a nar row
way, but it is a sure way; it is the only way that will  bring
us safely to yon der shore.  God spoke peace to my soul. 
Glory to His name. And truly I can say: “Take the world
but give me Je sus.” 

The boys at the camps surely need to learn more about
Je sus.  The devil surely is to be found with all his tricks
and lies.

My prayers go back home to my dear wife, fa ther,
mother, brother, sis ters and fam i lies, that we shall meet in
heaven and never part any more.  What a great day that
will be!  Please pray for me.  In Je sus’ name.  Amen. 

Pvt. Joseph Larson, 906 Qt. Master & Aviat. Service,
Miami, Florida. Morning Glory Oct. 1942 

Ed i tor: would you con sider send ing us your tes ti mony so
we might re joice to gether in the good ness of God. 

The Bless ed ness Of Walking With God

A Pre cious Ex pe ri ence

“And Enoch walked with God: and he was not;
for God took him.” (Gen. 5:24)

This is per haps the short est life-sketch in the Bi ble.
But how won der fully sig nif i cant it is!

Enoch walked with God.  He not merely met God
once or twice.  He be came well ac quainted with Him. 
There de vel oped an in ti mate lov ing friend ship be tween
Enoch and God, a fel low ship pro duc tive of in creas ing ho -
li ness, steady ing poise, vic to ri ous power, in fi nite peace.

So in ti mately did Enoch come into com mu nion with
God that af ter a pre sum ably long and use ful ca reer the
com rade ship on earth opened into the more glo ri ous fel -
low ship be yond, with out the agency of death.

Per haps this lat ter ex pe ri ence is not for us, in ex actly
the same form, but “Walking with God” is a blessed ex pe -
ri ence pos si ble for each one of us and holds within it stores 
of trea sure for the life that is and for the life to come.

… [This] is in tended to sug gest that ev ery day of this
year upon which we are en ter ing we should walk in a lov -
ing, trust ing fel low ship with God.

May this be the long ing of our hearts:

“O for a closer walk with God,
A calm and heav enly frame;
A light to shine upon the road
That leads me to the Lamb!”

Heav enly Fa ther, bless for us this year.  May it be a
year rich with the blessed ex pe ri ence of walk ing with
Thee.  May we be gin each day in Je sus’ name, and may we 
close each day with grat i tude in our hearts and praise upon
our lips.  Grant this for Je sus’ sake. Amen. 

Walking With God by Mar tin Hegland
Copyright ©1930 Augsburg Publishing House

Life Eter nal

“And this is life eternal, that they should know
thee the only true God, and him whom thou didst
send, even Jesus Christ.” (John 17:3)

To know Christ is the sal va tion and life of the soul
from first to last.  To be hold Je sus, that is the be gin ning of
man’s sal va tion.  A soul has not been awak ened spir i tu ally
in a Chris tian sense un til the Spirit has brought it face to
face with Christ.

Then sin be comes bit ter and dis taste ful.  Then man be -
gins to see the self ish ness and spir i tual cold ness of the hu -
man heart.  Then a reck less sin ner is trans formed into a
de spair ing sin ner.

And this de spair ing sin ner never be comes a free and a
peace-filled Chris tian un til the Spirit draws aside the veil,
and en ables him to see Christ as his Sav ior in the Word. 
Then slav ish fear of God is ban ished; like wise fear of
men.

A be liever strives daily against his old sin ful hab its
and the wick ed ness of his old heart.  Of ten times he strives
and loses, makes good res o lu tions and fails again.  What is 
it that can give him vic tory in this un equal strug gle?

A glimpse of the Sav ior is enough to make sin loath -
some.  Then temp ta tion loses its en tic ing power, and the
sin ner feels that it is blessed to say no to sin. 

We live in a world of suf fer ing.  We all suf fer. 
Children of God should suf fer will ingly, in fact, thank God 
for suf fer ing, and re joice in trib u la tion.  But, as a rule we
are afraid of suf fer ing, even long be fore it co mes.  And
when it does come, we sigh and com plain.

But a glimpse of the suf fer ing, bleed ing Sav ior is
enough to set our im pa tient minds at rest.  We be come
ashamed of our im pa tience and our com plain ing.  Ver ily
this is eter nal life: to know Him whom Thou didst send,
Je sus Christ.  O God be praised!

DR. O. Hallesby, Morning Glory, Nov. 1951
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Believable…Yet Unbelievable

Pastors Denying the Second Coming

 In the July 6th is sue of the MORNING GLORY,
some ex cerpts are quoted from one of the mes sages I
gave re cently at the Hauge Con fer ence.  A pas tor wrote
to me ask ing about one of these state ments – namely:
“We have sem i nary pro fes sors who ab so lutely deny the
sec ond com ing of the Lord Je sus.”  I de sire to change
the first two words of this state ment to make it read,
“There are sem i nary pro fes sors who ab so lutely deny the 
sec ond com ing of the Lord Je sus.”  I have no doc u men -
tary ev i dence that this re fers to Lu ther Sem i nary in St.
Paul.  Many years ago when I at tended our sem i nary, the 
Lord gave me a mighty spir i tual ex pe ri ence through the
teach ing at the sem i nary and the prayer groups I at -
tended there.  And re cently I talked to a pas tor who
grad u ated from Lu ther seven years ago.  He said he had
at tended an other Lu theran sem i nary be fore he came to
Lu ther.  At this sem i nary, higher crit i cism pre vailed. 
Pro fes sors seemed to go out of their way to pick flaws in 
the Bi ble, and evan gel i cal pi ety was rid i culed.  When
this stu dent got to Lu ther, he found the sem i nary a won -
der ful place, he said.  This was seven years ago. 

 Con cern ing our sem i nary to day, Dr. Schiotz in his
re port to the clos ing ELC Con ven tion quotes Dr.
Rogness’ let ter to a cer tain pas tor, in which he says,
“But the en emy is at work, and the whole church needs
to pray that the sem i nary can be a place where the Holy
Spirit is pow er fully at work.”  Let us heed this ear nest
re quest of the Pres i dent of Lu ther Sem i nary. 

Apos tasy has struck the Lu theran Church.  Pas tor
Hax, in a re cent is sue of Evan ge lize, quotes from a book
writ ten by Jo seph Sitler, a Lu theran Sem i nary pro fes sor.  
The book is en ti tled “The Doc trine of the Word,” and
the quo ta tion reads, “If we equate the Word of God with
Scrip ture, we are con fus ing things heav enly with things
his tor i cal.  If, as is com monly un der stood, the iden ti fi -
ca tion of the Word of God and the Scrip tures means to
equate the liv ing Word of God with the words of the Bi -
ble, a man i festly wrong state ment is made.”  

This is the view of neo-or tho doxy that tells us “that
part of the Bi ble which speaks to you, is the word of God 
to you.”  What a ter ri ble at tack this is on the Scrip tures. 
Any amount of her esy may hereby be in tro duced (if we
are to as sume the writ ten Word is full of er ror) and it be -
comes a book for the mys tics. 

 I am very thank ful to God for the strong state ment
on the in spi ra tion of Scrip ture as found in the Con sti tu -
tion of The Amer i can Lu theran Church.  It reads: “The

Amer i can Lu theran Church ac cepts all the ca non i cal
books of the Old and New Tes ta ments as a whole and in
all their parts as the di vinely in spired, re vealed, and
inerrant Word of God, and sub mits to this as the only in -
fal li ble au thor ity in all mat ters of faith and life.” (As we
read in the No vem ber Morn ing Glory, they made sure
they got rid of this strong view of scrip ture when they
cre ated the ELCA.)

 I wish that ev ery pro fes sor in all our church schools 
would be re quired to sign a state ment ev ery year stat ing
his faith in this doc trine of the in spi ra tion of Scrip ture. 
Fur ther more, I wish that ev ery one of our church schools 
might be filled with the at mo sphere of prayer.  I am sure
there would then be no de mand for so cial danc ing in our
col leges.  Nor would young min is ters leave our sem i -
nary with the be lief that danc ing and so cial drink ing are
all right.  May God have mercy on us in this apos tate age 
where men are lov ers of plea sure rather than lov ers of
God.  Des per ately do we poor sin ners need the grace
and for give ness of the Lord.

Ed i tor: then in the 1990’s the fruit of that slide into
lib er al ism reared its head, so it’s en tirely be liev able
where we are to day, Even the Pres by te rian USA is af -
flicted.

Morning Glory, Aug. 1960,
Pas tor L. C. Masted, DeKalb, Il li nois 

Ed i tor: I was told by some old Lu ther ans years ago that
the slide into lib er al ism did n’t start in the 1980’s and
90’s but it started in our sem i nar ies in the 50’s.  Pas tor
Masted lays it out for us here.

God Lied to Eve?

Rebecca Todd Pe ters is a pro fes sor, au thor, and
Pres by te rian Church (USA) Pas tor.   She has been “ac -
tive de nom i na tion ally and ec u men i cally for over
twenty-five years.”  She rep re sents the PCUSA as a
mem ber of the Faith and Or der Stand ing Com mis sion of 
the World Coun cil of Churches.

She was re cently in vited to First Pres by te rian
Church of Mankato, …  to give a ser mon on the vir tues
of abor tion and its bib li cal jus ti fi ca tion, and she did not
dis ap point.

Spinning a pro gres sive yarn, she claims that God
lied to Eve in the gar den and that it was a GOOD thing
for her to eat the fruit, bring ing knowl edge and clar ity to 
the world.  And be cause we can trust her to eat the fruit,
we can trust her to have moral agency over her own



body and her de ci sion to mur der her baby through abor -
tion. 

 From NotTheBee, OCT 25 2023

Ed i tor:  It is im pos si ble for God to lie.  (Heb 6:18)  Thou
Shalt Not Mur der. (Ex o dus 20:13) The He brew and
Greek words for a born and un born baby are the same.

Just so you know what the world thinks
of us.

“Real Time” host Bill Maher com pared newly-
elected House Speaker Mike John son, R-La., to the
Maine mass shooter re spon si ble for mur der ing 18 peo ple
and in jur ing 13 oth ers. 

Dur ing Fri day night’s show, Maher re peat edly railed
against John son’s de vout Chris tian faith as a red flag but
went even fur ther by sug gest ing the Re pub li can leader is
men tally ill. 

“When you’re this much of a re li gious fa natic, there
is no room for real de moc racy.  That’s not what you be -
lieve in.  He said it to day. ‘Look in the Bi ble.  That’s my
world view,’” Maher said dur ing the panel dis cus sion. 
“And I was read ing about this hor ri ble shoot ing in
Maine.  And, you know, we don’t know much about the
guy yet, but ap par ently he (The shooter) heard voices and 
I thought ‘Is he that dif fer ent than Mike John son?’”

Ed i tor: At this writ ing we don’t know much about Mike
John son ei ther, but what he is be ing crit i cized for is ba sic
Chris tian ity, so we need to take note how the world views 
us. 

 THE WORLD IS HUNGRY!

PEOPLE are hun gry to day.  They are hun ger ing for
mean ing in their trou bled lives.  They are seek ing peace
in their sin-sick, an guished hearts.  In creasing church at -
ten dance is a symp tom of peo ple’s trou bled search for
some thing.  But of ten they do not even know for what
they are search ing.

The writer had the ex pe ri ence of see ing a young Jap -
a nese man be lieve in Christ the very first time he came to
church.  In his tes ti mony he said he had been seek ing a
true friend for many years.  When he heard about Je sus,
he knew he had found that Friend!

The hun ger of the mul ti tudes is ev i dent, but the un -
easy ques tion re mains: “Are they be ing fed?”

Philip and An drew faced the same prob lem.  Je sus
pointed out the need of feed ing the mul ti tude, Philip, in
spite of all his cal cu la tions, was un able to solve the prob -
lem.  An drew fared lit tle better, al though he did lo cate a
young boy with a lunch of five loaves and two fishes. 
Fac ing fail ure, the dis ci ples turned to Je sus.

Je sus then took com mand of the sit u a tion.  Fol low ing 
a prayer of thanks, he passed out the food and the sup ply
never ran out.  Ev ery one not only re ceived enough to eat,
but they re ceived more than they could eat.

 To day the same im pos si ble task faces the Mis sion -
ary, Rich ard V. Nel son, ELC church: “How shall the mul -
ti tudes be fed?”  The world still has many places where
the name of Christ has never been heard.  The hea then
pop u la tion is in creas ing much faster than the num ber of
peo ple who are be com ing Chris tians.

In this coun try, too, mil lions of peo ple know about
Christ, but can not con fess Him as their Sav iour.  To feed
these peo ple, beau ti ful church build ings with lovely mu -
sic and wor ship ser vices, though they can be a help, do
not sub sti tute for a Christ-cen tered mes sage.  Christ
alone can feed the hun gry hearts of men.

How can He do this?  Christ can lift the bur den of sin
and guilt from man’s heart.  He can lighten the af flic tions
of this life with the prom ise of eter nal joy with Him in
heaven.  He of fers this eter nal life to all who will sim ply
ac cept Him as their Sav iour.

Even as Je sus used the dis ci ples in hand ing out the
food to the 5,000, He also uses men to give out this
“Good News” of the Gos pel.  Where are the faith ful Pas -
tors and Evan ge lists who can not only preach el o quently,
but who can lead men to re pen tance and faith?  Where are 
the men and women who will go out to the ends of the
earth with the gos pel of Christ?  Where are the par ents
who are bring ing up their chil dren in the “nur ture and ad -
mo ni tion of the Lord”?

Christ de pends upon us to reach the faint ing mul ti -
tudes.  Though the task seems im pos si ble, we know that
Christ has abun dant re sources for our ev ery need.  “And
my God shall sup ply ev ery need of yours ac cord ing to his
riches in glory in Christ Je sus.” (Phil. 4:19)

May we all be faith ful in pre sent ing Je sus to the hun -
gry hearts of men!

Missionary Richard V. Nelson 
Morning Glory, March 1959
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The Gospel Was Given 
for a Time Like This

There are days when it is hard to read the news.  I
open my browser and see an other set of head lines, I open
my blog reader and see an other col lec tion of sto ries, and I 
de spair.  If it is not wars and ru mors of war, it is other in -
di ca tors that this world is sick and dy ing and in its death
throes.  I en joy Al Mohler’s daily podcast and of ten lis ten 
to it while pre par ing and eat ing my break fast, but a scan
of re cent head lines re minds me why I some times just
want to climb straight back in bed: “Dolls for boys? 
Chris tians must rec og nize that even the toy aisle re flects a 
worldview.”  “For ce leb ri ties, sav ing the el e phants is the
lat est fad.  Un born ba bies?  Not so much.”  “When it co -
mes to sex u al ity, what hap pens when a so ci ety’s only
moral fac tor is con sent?”   

I am not con vinced that things are a whole lot worse
now than they were tens or hun dreds or thou sands of
years ago.  Rather, we have learned to move in for ma tion
faster and far ther while at the same time mak ing the
world grow smaller.  This has left us trapped in what Neil
Post man told us is as an end less cy cle of cyn i cism and
im po tence where we learn all kinds of news and in for ma -
tion but have no abil ity to do any thing about it.  We hear it 
all, we feel it all, but we can take no ac tion.  All that’s left
to do is de spair. 

Whether or not the world is worse to day than it once
was is a mat ter for his to ri ans to de bate, I sup pose.  What
is clear enough to any ob ser vant Chris tian is that it is bad
right now.  Really bad.  The world seems hell bent on
bring ing hell to earth.  Mil lions of un born chil dren are vi -
ciously slaugh tered in an infanticidal ho lo caust that now
spans the globe.  Mar riage is be ing re de fined so broadly
that the very in sti tu tion has nearly lost its mean ing and
sig nif i cance.  The good plan and pur pose of God dis -
played in male and fe male is de nied while trans -
genderism and androgyny are cel e brated.  The pol i ti cians 
we ad mire are be lit tled and beaten by ones who frighten
and grieve us.  Sci ence pro claims that this world came
into be ing with out de sign or de signer, that it ex ists with -
out pur pose, and that it will end with a mean ing less fiz -
zle.  It’s hard to read it all and it’s ag o niz ing to feel it all. 

Locally, chil dren I love and pray for are iden ti fy ing
them selves and their sex u al ity in ways that I know will
lead only to their harm.  Pro vin cially, our Pre mier is plan -
ning to re de fine the very no tion of par ent hood while at
the same time in creas ing over sight of Chris tian ed u ca tion 
and homeschooling.  Fed erally, our Prime Min is ter is ad -
vanc ing leg is la tion to in crease and cel e brate the rights of
transgender in di vid u als while in ev i ta bly de creas ing the

free dom of any one else to cri tique or deny such iden ti fi -
ca tions.  Ev ery where I look it looks like evil is win ning. 

The truth I preach to my self again and again is this:
The gos pel was given for a time like this. 

Is evil win ning?  I don’t be lieve it.  I can’t be lieve it. 
Not when I break from the bad news to fo cus on the good
news.  The de spair re treats in the face of truth.  The truth I 
preach to my self again and again is this: The gos pel was
given for a time like this. 

When God gave us the gos pel, he knew the times that 
would come.  He knew that just months af ter the cul mi na -
tion of the gos pel in the cross of Christ, peo ple would turn 
on Chris tians and be gin to per se cute them.  But that was
okay, be cause the gos pel was for a time like that.  When
those early be liev ers scat tered from Je ru sa lem to Judea
and Sa maria they took the gos pel with them.  They pro -
claimed it, they lived it, they fed off of it, and it sus tained
them.  Later the whole Ro man Em pire turned on those
Chris tians, but that was okay, be cause the gos pel was for
a time like that too.  Through times of per se cu tion the
gos pel spread to new lands and took deeper root in the
lands in which it had al ready been planted.  The blood of
the mar tyrs proved to be seed that sprang up into a great
gos pel har vest.  And so it has gone in age af ter age and era 
af ter era. 

The gos pel is for times of hard ship and per se cu tion,
but also for times of moral con fu sion.  The church in
Thessalonica was un sure how to live for Christ in a cul -
ture that both tol er ated and cel e brated ev ery kind of sex -
ual sin and pec ca dillo.  But the gos pel was for a time like
that, and Paul re minded them of the in struc tions he had
given them through the gos pel of the Lord Je sus: “For
this is the will of God, your sanc ti fi ca tion: that you ab -
stain from sex ual im mo ral ity; that each one of you know
how to con trol his own body in ho li ness and honor, not in
the pas sion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know
God” (I Thessalonians 4:3-5).  If they would just un der -
stand the gos pel and live in con sis tency to it, the con fu -
sion would give way to clar ity. 

The church in Cor inth was al low ing full-out sex ual
per ver sion to in fil trate its church and even its mem ber -
ship, but Paul did not panic, be cause the gos pel was for a
time like that.  He re minded that church of the gos pel and
their new unity with Christ, he in sisted that such im moral
be hav ior was in con gru ous with peo ple saved by such a
gos pel, and told them to live as they had been called. 
Their prob lem was not first ad dressed by panic or pro hi -
bi tions but by better un der stand ing the mean ing, pur pose, 
and free dom of the gos pel.  It was the gos pel they needed! 
It was for them, for there, and for then. 

The gos pel was given to a world like this one, a
world marked by ev ery kind of pain and per ver sity. 



The gos pel was not given to a world with out sin, with -
out con fu sion, with out dif fi culty and per se cu tion — that
world needs no gos pel.  The gos pel was given to a world
like this one, a world marked by ev ery kind of pain and
per ver sity.  This world needs a gos pel and, praise God!, he
gave us one.  He gave us the gos pel of his Son.  No mat ter
how bad the news around us gets, that good news gos pel is
better.  It was given for a time like this. 

Tim Challies, blogger, author, and book reviewer.
Canadian, June 6, 2016 

Ed i tor: I have strived to fo cus on writ ers that are Lu -
theran, for we are a Lu theran min is try.  But, other tra di -
tions also have truths to share that can chal lenge and bless
us.  I thought this ar ti cle was es pe cially mean ing ful con -
sid er ing the times in which we live.  Our coun try and even
our world seems to be ruled by de mons, but we need to be
faith ful, we need to per se vere, for the Gos pel was given
for such a time as this. 

Now

“Now is the ac cept able time” (2 Cor. 6:2).

Much of our Chris tian ity tends to be “fu tur is tic.”  By
that I mean that we are so apt to trans fer into the fu ture
what God wants to give us and do for us in the pres ent.

 For ex am ple, when we ask God to bless us, do we ex -
pect the an swer now?  Are we not rather prone to look for
it at some later in def i nite time?

We pray for de liv er ance from sin’s power, con fi dently 
as sured that God is both able and will ing to de liver.  But do 
we look for His de liv er ance right now?  Do we claim it is a
pres ent pos si bil ity and re al ity?  On the con trary, we tend to 
pray for it as some thing to be re ceived at some un cer tain
time in the fu ture.

Crushed by our de feats at the hands of sin and our
flesh, we im plore God for vic tory.  We be lieve His prom -
ises are re li able, and that our re sources in Christ are fully
suf fi cient for vic tory over sin.  But we find it so hard to
think of this vic tory in Christ as pos si ble now.  If, af ter
prayer for it, we were to ask if vic tory now is ours, many
would doubt less an swer, “Not yet.”  O yes, vic tory is pos -
si ble and real.  But not now.  It is some thing we ex pect to
have some time, some fu ture day.

And, then, how of ten do we not ask for God’s grace? 
There is per haps noth ing we plead for as much as His
abun dant and suf fi cient grace, and there is per haps no
prayer we so lit tle ex pect to be lit er ally an swered right
now as this one.  We, not God, so of ten de fer the an swer. 
We do not look for it now.  We be lieve, in deed, that God’s
grace is suf fi cient and is in tended for us, but we are so
slow to grasp that it is meant for us, in all its abun dance, at

this pres ent mo ment.

But What Does God Say?                                                                                                                                             
“Now is the ac cept able time.”

 Again there is God’s call to sur ren der.  He asks us to
yield our selves fully to Him.  We hear the call, ad mit
God’s right to claim us wholly, want to yield our selves and 
pray about it.  But so many do not think of it as some thing
that is to hap pen now.  They hope and ex pect some day to
be come wholly yielded Chris tians, but that this can and
should hap pen now does not even seem to oc cur to them. 
To pray about sur ren der be longs to the pres ent time, as
they see it, but the ac tual com mit tal of them selves to God
waits for some fu ture day.

Again what does God say?
 “Now is the ac cept able time.”

 Our ten dency to trans fer into the fu ture what is in -
tended for us in the pres ent is more se ri ous than it ap pears.  
In the first place it shel ters an un rec og nized un will ing ness
to have at once what we so fer vently ask God for.  For ex -
am ple, what is it that ac tu ally lurks be hind our fail ure to
look for and ac cept vic tory over sin right now when we
ask God for it?  Noth ing other than a sub tle un will ing ness
to have vic tory.  We do not want at once that which we re -
quest of God-at least not fully.  But it does salve our con -
science to ask for it.  We can then com fort our selves with
the fact that we have prayed about it-even shed tears, per -
haps, and since we ex pe ri ence no vic tory, it must be that
we can not ex pect to have it right away.  And very sub tly
now the flesh helps us to an ex cuse for de feat and dulls the
sense of guilt over our de feats,

In the next place trans fer ring into the fu ture what God
means we should have now is noth ing but down- right un -
be lief.  It is ask ing but not tak ing what God of fers to us. 
Such pray ing is an af front to God.  It is a sub tle way of
side step ping God and His an swer to our prayers.  How
weary God must be of all our pray ing which is not fol -
lowed by ac cept ing right now what He of fers us.  You do
not have to beg and beg God for that which He is of fer ing
you now.  He wants you to take it, ac cept it by faith and
then thank Him for it.  When God of fers you His grace do
not put Him off by in sist ing on beg ging for it.  What God
gives you now He wants you to ac cept now.  Do not trans -
fer into the fu ture what God means you should have now.

When does God want you to have for give ness?  Now.
When would God de liver you from your sins?  Now. 
When may you have vic tory?  Now.  When may you re -
ceive God’s grace unto a full com mit tal to Christ?

 Now.   “Now is the ac cept able time.”

H.G Randolph, Bible Banner (LBI) December, 1940
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Scripture and the 
Gay Christian Movement

This is the third is a se ries of ar ti cles about the move -
ment to ac cept the gay life style within the Chris tian
church, in clud ing same-sex mar riage and or di na tion of
openly gay clergy.  Scrip tural texts will be looked at first
from the Gay move ment’s anal y sis of them and then from 
the exegetical ap proach of what the verses are say ing.

Sodom and Go mor rah

“Be fore they lay down, the men of the city, the men of
Sodom, sur rounded the house, both young and old, all the 
peo ple from ev ery quar ter;  and they called to Lot and
said to him, “Where are the men who came to you to -
night? Bring them out to us that we may have re la tions
with them.” (Gen e sis 19:4-5)

“Then the LORD rained on Sodom and Go mor rah
brim stone and fire from the LORD out of heaven,  and He
over threw those cit ies, and all the val ley, and all the in -
hab it ants of the cit ies, and what grew on the ground.”
(Gen e sis 19:24-25)

Gay Re sponse #1

In this pas sage, the men of Sodom threaten to gang
rape Lot’s an gel vis i tors, who have come in the form of
men, and so this be hav ior would at least os ten si bly be
same sex.  But this is the only con nec tion that can be
drawn be tween this pas sage and ho mo sex u al ity in gen -
eral, and there is a world of dif fer ence be tween vi o lent
and co er cive prac tices like gang rape and con sen sual,
mo nog a mous and lov ing re la tion ships.  No one in the
church or any where else is ar gu ing for the ac cep tance of
gang rape; that is vastly dif fer ent from what we are talk -
ing about.  But the men of Sodom wanted to rape other
men, so that must mean that they were gay, some will ar -
gue.  And it was their same-sex de sires, and not just their
threat ened rape, that God was pun ish ing.  But gang rape
of men by men was used as a com mon tac tic of hu mil i a -
tion and ag gres sion in war fare and other hos tile con text
in an cient times.  It had noth ing to do with sex ual ori en ta -
tion or at trac tion; the point was to shame and con quer.  1

Bib li cal Re sponse

The peo ple of Sodom & Go mor rah were al ready
wicked ex ceed ingly be fore Lot or the an gels ever showed 
up.  “Now the men of Sodom were wicked ex ceed ingly
and sin ners against the LORD.”(Gen e sis 13:13)  This was 
spo ken to Lot when he was con sid er ing where to live. 

“And the LORD said, ‘The out cry of Sodom and Go mor -
rah is in deed great, and their sin is ex ceed ingly grave.’”
(Gen. 18:20)  The peo ple of Sodom and Go mor rah al -
ready had a life style that was ab so lutely evil in God’s
eyes be fore the an gels in hu man form ever showed up. 
The de mand of the peo ple to Lot to “bring them out to us
that we may have re la tions with them,” shows that this
was in deed ho mo sex u al ity that had long been the stan -
dard of the town.  It is even more ob vi ous be cause Lot, in
turn said, “Now be hold, I have two daugh ters who have
not had re la tions with man; please let me bring them out
to you, and do to them what ever you like; only do noth ing
to these men, in as much as they have come un der the shel -
ter of my roof.” (Gen e sis 19:8)  Even in his de based
think ing, Lot wanted to try and sat isfy the overt lust of
these men by giv ing his vir gin daugh ters to them so that
they might sat isfy their de sires and leave the an gels
alone.

Would this have been rape as the gay re sponse
claims, and that this alone is what was be ing judged?  No, 
be cause had the an gels con sented to this , then it would
not have been rape at all.  To state that to prac tice a “con -
sen sual, mo nog a mous and lov ing re la tion ship” be tween
2 mem bers of the same sex makes this al right is to com -
pletely ig nore God’s stan dard of mar riage as stated in
Gen e sis 2:23-24 as be tween a man and a woman and
noth ing else.  We need only look at other Scrip ture to ver -
ify that God was judg ing ho mo sex u al ity here.  “And if He 
con demned the cit ies of Sodom and Go mor rah to de -
struc tion by re duc ing them to ashes, hav ing made them
an ex am ple to those who would live un godly there af ter; 
and if He res cued righ teous Lot, op pressed by the sen sual 
con duct of un prin ci pled men   (for by what he saw and
heard that righ teous man, while liv ing among them, felt
his righ teous soul tor mented day af ter day with their law -
less deeds).”  (2 Pe ter 2:6-8)  God calls these peo ple “un -
godly” and “sen sual” and “law less.”  It is clear that God
is judg ing ho mo sex u al ity that had gone ram pant in the
town be cause all the peo ple there were this way.  “Be fore
they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, sur -
rounded the house, both young and old, all the peo ple
from ev ery quar ter.” (Gen e sis 19:4)

Gay Re sponse #2

That is the ap pro pri ate back ground for read ing this
pas sage in Gen e sis 19, which, no ta bly, is con trasted with
two ac counts of gen er ous wel come and hos pi tal ity – that
of Abra ham and Sa rah in Gen e sis 18 and Lot’s own dis -
play of hos pi tal ity in Gen e sis 19.  The ac tions of the men
of Sodom are in tended to un der score their cruel treat ment 

1 The Gay Debate:  The Bible and Homosexuality by Matthew Vines on YouTube.



of out sid ers, not to some how tell us that they were gay. 
And in deed, Sodom and Go mor rah are re ferred to 20 times 
through out the sub se quent books of the Bi ble, some times
with de tailed com men tary on what their sins were, but ho -
mo sex u al ity is never men tioned or con nected to them.  In
Ezekiel 16:49, the prophet quotes God as say ing, “Now
this was the sin of your sis ter Sodom:  She and her daugh -
ters were ar ro gant, over fed and un con cerned, they did not
help the poor and the needy”  So God Him self in Ezekiel
de clares the sin of Sodom to be ar ro gance and ap a thy to -
ward the poor.  In Mat thew 10 and Luke 10, Je sus as so ci -
ates the sin of Sodom with in hos pi ta ble treat ment of His
dis ci ples. 2

Bib li cal Re sponse

To state that God judged these peo ple with death and
re duced the city to ashes sim ply be cause of in hos pi tal ity is 
ab surd.  The pas sage quoted from Ezekiel 16:49 is taken
com pletely out of con text.  The prophet Ezekiel is ad dress -
ing the Is ra el ites who are in cap tiv ity in Bab y lon and he is
draw ing a par ody be tween these un faith ful peo ple and
how God dealt with un faith ful peo ple from times past. 
This chap ter con tains nu mer ous ref er ences to God’s Judg -
ment against those in cap tiv ity and states that He will
judge them more se verely than even Sodom or Sa maria
(the capitol of the North ern King dom).   “As I live,” de -
clares the Lord God, “Sodom, your sis ter, and her daugh -
ters, have not done as you and your daugh ters have done. 
“Be hold, this was the guilt of your sis ter Sodom: she and
her daugh ters had ar ro gance, abun dant food, and care -
less ease, but she did not help the poor and needy.  “Thus
they were haughty and com mit ted abom i na tions be fore
Me. There fore I re moved them when I saw it.  “Fur ther -
more, Sa maria did not com mit half of your sins, for you
have mul ti plied your abom i na tions more than they. Thus
you have made your sis ters ap pear righ teous by all your
abom i na tions which you have com mit ted.  “Also bear
your dis grace in that you have made judg ment fa vor able
for your sis ters. Be cause of your sins in which you acted
more abom i na bly than they, they are more in the right than 
you. Yes, be also ashamed and bear your dis grace, in that
you made your sis ters ap pear righ teous.”  (Ezekiel
16:48-52  Please read the whole chap ter to see how graph i -
cally God con demns these peo ple in cap tiv ity say ing they
are worse than even Sodom).

Again, we need only look at other Scrip ture that ad -
dresses the sins of Sodom in a straight for ward way with -
out us ing a par ody.  “Just as Sodom and Go mor rah and
the cit ies around them, since they in the same way as these
in dulged in gross im mo ral ity and went af ter strange flesh,

are ex hib ited as an ex am ple, in un der go ing the pun ish -
ment of eter nal fire. (Jude 1:7)  It was not in hos pi tal ity that 
was judged in Sodom, it was “Gross Im mo ral ity,” and
“go ing af ter strange flesh,” mean ing go ing af ter the same
gen der for sex in stead of go ing af ter the op po site sex
which would be for ni ca tion or adul tery.

One ar gu ment that the Gay Com mu nity brings is that
Je sus never ad dressed the is sue of ho mo sex u al ity.  Yes He
did!  “And you, Capernaum, will not be ex alted to heaven,
will you? You shall de scend to Hades; for if the mir a cles
had oc curred in Sodom which oc curred in you, it would
have re mained to this day.  “Nev er the less I say to you that
it shall be more tol er a ble for the land of Sodom in the day
of judg ment, than for you.”  (Mat thew 11:23-24)  Je sus is
do ing the same thing that Ezekiel did.  He is draw ing a
com par i son be tween the sins of Capernaum and the sins of 
Sodom, which was ho mo sex u al ity. So Je sus did ad dress
the sin of ho mo sex u al ity re fer ring to the sin of Sodom and
God’s Judg ment against it.  The Gay Re sponse that states
that Mat thew 10 and Luke 10 sup port in hos pi tal ity as the
sin of Sodom is wrong.  “And who ever does not re ceive
you, nor heed your words, as you go out of that house or
that city, shake off the dust of your feet.  Truly I say to you,
it will be more tol er a ble for the land of Sodom and Go mor -
rah in the day of judg ment, than for that city.” (Mat thew
10:14-15, see also Luke 10:10-12)  Je sus is stat ing that
who ever does not re ceive the dis ci ples be cause they do not 
“heed your words”; namely, the words of the King dom of
God in Je sus Christ.  This is what Je sus com mis sioned
these dis ci ples to go out and bring to peo ple, and who ever
re jects that mes sage will be judged by fire and brimstone
by God, just as Sodom and Go mor rah were.

The de struc tion of Sodom and Go mor rah stands as a
graphic ex am ple of how God will deal with un re pen tant
sin and es pe cially sex sins.  It stands as a warn ing to ev ery -
one of the dan ger that awaits any and ev ery one who will
prac tice such things.  It is also a warn ing against true be -
liev ers from get ting sucked into be liev ing and liv ing in
that kind of en vi ron ment.  Lot lost his wife who be came a
pil lar of salt when she looked be hind.  Lot also lost his
moral com pass when he of fered his two daugh ters to a
mob of lust rid den men.  Lot also lost his daugh ters’ souls,
be cause they ended up com mit ting in cest with him.  (See
Gen e sis 19:30-38)  Out of these two acts came the
Moabites (out of the fa ther) and the Ammonites (son of
my peo ple).  These peo ple be came en e mies to Is rael.  

So dear reader – Heed the Warn ing!

Pastor Jim Haga
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Now He Belongs to the Ages

IT IS NOT the pur pose of this ar ti cle to serve as a
bio graph i cal sketch of Ludvig Hope, that great lay man of 
Nor way who re cently went home to be with the Lord; nor 
is this an eval u a tion of his min is try. That we shall have to
leave to those who knew him more in ti mately and have
ac cess to the re cords of his rich life.

But as a free move ment within the Lu theran Church,
the Lu theran Evan ge lis tic Move ment wishes to pay trib -
ute to one who through out his life stood forth fear lessly
as the cham pion of such move ments and whose bat tle cry 
chal lenged friend and foe: “We will be Lu theran in doc -
trine and prac tice, but we must be free from dom i na tion!”

*An “Ea gle Saint”*

 Hope has been re ferred to as one of Nor way’s great -
est lay men, if not the great est, since the days of Hans
Nielsen Hauge.  His life was a liv ing il lus tra tion of Isa iah
40:31-"They that wait upon the Lord shall re new their
strength; they shall mount up with wings as ea gles; they
shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not
faint."  He was one of the “ea gle saints” who con stantly
ex changed his strength with that of God.  And be cause of
this, his life was vig or ous and pro duc tive to the very end. 

Writ ing in Sambaandet, Anker Goli says of him:
“Hope could soar to great spir i tual heights and his vi sion
com passed the world.  It is sig nif i cant that his last book
was en ti tled Runt Jorda (Around The World).  His whole
life was ded i cated to the cause of mis sions, and not only
for eign mis sions, but the whole of God’s pro gram.

But Hope was not only an ide al ist; like his great fore -
bear, Hans Nielsen Hauge, he was also a true re al ist.

Writ ing in the Nor we gian pe ri od i cal, Fast Grunn, un -
der the topic “Strong Chris tian Re al ism,” speaks of the
lit er ary work of Hope.  (Hope’s com plete works have
been printed by A. S. Lunde & Co. S, Forlag, Bergen,
1948, in 9 vol umes.)  He says: “It is un usual in the field of 
lit er a ture that a man who has never learned gram mar and
who scarcely knows the dif fer ence be tween sub ject and
pred i cate, should be able to write books that have a cir cu -
la tion of 240,000 cop ies.”

One of the se crets of his suc cess, both as a writer and
speaker, was that he al ways wrote his en tire ser mons
word for word.  His de fense of this prac tice was that “it is
eas ier for God to get in touch with the preacher when in
sol i tude than when in the pul pit.”

When you read the writ ings of this man, you hear
him preach, for he had the unique abil ity of pro ject ing his
per son al ity into the writ ten word.  He was the same in his
writ ings as in the pul pit.

 His writ ings are full of po etry.  The “Landsmaal”
which he used is full of id i om atic ex pres sions which
make it very dif fi cult to trans late.  In his preach ing and
writ ing, the du al ism of sec u lar and sa cred is abol ished. 
All is of God and for God.  Moun tains and val leys, fjords
and for ests, birds and flow ers, live in his ser mons, and the 
sad ness of the sea and the whis per of the wind in the pines 
form a sweet ca dence.

Hope was not only a lay man, says Eide, but a new
type of a lay man.  As soon as he en tered the pul pit, the au -
di ence be came con scious of the fact that here was no or -
di nary preacher which stood be fore them.  As he be gan
speak ing slowly and calmly, the words had a re mark able
power over the au di ence and pen e trated to the very heart
of each hearer.

His preach ing had the lib er at ing mes sage of the
Rosenian em pha sis, but also the search ing qual ity of the
old Haugean line.  Of him it could be truly said, “The
com mon peo ple heard him gladly.

While vis it ing in Amer ica, he one time spoke to a
large au di ence on the word, “Ye are the salt of the earth.” 
His em pha sis was dif fer ent from that so of ten heard
among Amer i can-born preach ers: ye “must” be salt, and
ye “ought” to be salt.  His con stant af fir ma tion was ye
“are” salt.  When a Chris tian mother with a large house -
hold to care for con stantly oc cu pied with wash ing and
mend ing and cook ing, and cook ing and mend ing and
wash ing, she is of ten tempted to feel that she is do ing so
lit tle for the king dom of God and that her life is so use -
less.  But just then, cried Hope, she is the salt of the earth.  
When a fa ther takes the Bi ble and reads a por tion, and
prays, and per haps feels that his prayers do not amount to
much, then he is the salt of the earth.

As Hope walked down the aisle af ter the ser vice, the
old lay peo ple thronged around him.  Some how the sheep 
had heard the voice of the Shep herd and they re sponded
to it.

When Tormod Vaagen, Sec re tary for the China Mis -
sion So ci ety of Nor way, spoke at the LEM Mid win ter
Con fer ence some years ago, he brought a greet ing from
Hope, who had charged him, “Be kind to the Chris tians in 
Amer ica.  They get so much whip ping!  (Dei faar so
mykje bank).”  Per haps with that state ment he wanted to
put his fin ger, keen an a lyst that he was, of the weak nesses 
of our preach ing of sanc ti fi ca tion.

In the Cen ter of the Bat tle

 The early years of Hope’s life and min is try were dur -
ing a time of tur bu lence in Church and na tion.  The old
Con ven ti cle Act had not only for bid den the lay men to
preach but also to meet in the homes for mu tual ed i fi ca -
tion (opbyggelse).  To be sure, the Act was ab ro gated by



law on July 27, 1842, but a great many bat tles re mained to
be fought af ter that.  And Hope was of ten found in the cen -
ter of the bat tle. 

 It is said of him that he was dev as tat ing in de bate. 
When he con tended for the rights of the peo ple, he was as
un yield ing as the moun tains of Nor way.  Once in a dis cus -
sion on the Church, he spoke for three full hours, and it is
stated by those who were pres ent that peo ple sat as if
nailed to their pews.

“There are few in the na tion who dare to say that they
have tri umphed over Hope in de bate,” says Eide.  The rea -
son for this prow ess was that he would care fully put him -
self into the place of his op po nent, be come thor oughly
fa mil iar with his ar gu ments and then, by keen anal y sis,
show up his op po nent’s er rors.

Be cause of his sharp in sight and his warm Chris tian
spirit, he gained the con fi dence of the Chris tian peo ple and 
was one of the lead ers in guid ing the free move ments in
Nor way into the deep chan nels of bless ing and power
which they have been. 

To be gin with, Hope, as well as the whole
Innermission Move ment in Nor way, was vi o lently op -
posed by many of the clergy.  In fact, they clas si fied him as 
a “Vam pire suck ing the blood out of the Church.’

 In stead of this be ing the case, how ever, the
Innermission and for eign mis sions spon sored by the
Chris tian peo ple of the land be came, as Os car Handeland
has said, “not a sep a rate tree, but a new branch on the old
tree.  And this branch has made the whole tree big ger and
stron ger.”

When Hope came to the even tide of his rich and fruit -
ful min is try, in stead of be ing called a “Vam pire,” he was
rec og nized by Nor way’s lead ing ec cle si as tics as one of the 
great est sons of both the na tion and the Church.

In his view on the Church, it was the life, not the pol -
ity, that was the im por tant thing.  As he was ready to em -
bark for Nor way af ter his first visit to Amer ica, he said:
“Be fore I leave I would like to cry out as far as my voice
can reach: You peo ple of the Nor we gian Amer i can
Church, give life a greater place in your midst!  Love life
more than form!

 “Let the Church be No. 2 and the life No. 1!
 “Do not com mit the old sin of quench ing the spir i tual

life un der a beau ti ful Church pro gram.
 “That sin will be your death!
 “Let the life have its right ful place!”
 To this we say a hearty “amen,” and rec og nize that his 

voice in this mat ter was also the voice of a prophet.
 “How can we ex plain the con tri bu tion of this man in

its di ver sity and its scope?”  asks one.  And he an swers his
own ques tion by say ing: “The only an swer is, Hope was a
gift of God to the Church, and was used both as a whip and 

a pil lar.”
 Char ac ter is tic of the man was the last state ment he

made to his son-in-law and daugh ter, Mis sion ary and Mrs.
Eikli, as they were ready to leave for Ja pan: “If I am gone
when you come back, I will not come down again to greet
you.”

 We who have been blessed by this man’s life and
work would rev er ently say of Ludvig Hope those words
that were first given ut ter ance at the death of Abra ham
Lin coln-"Now he be longs to the ages."

Ed i tor: If you want to know more about this man, his
faith and his teach ings, we have re cently re printed his
book “Spirit and Power”. We will mail you a copy for a
$12 do na tion to the Hauge Lu theran Innermission. Use the 
en ve lope in cluded with your copy of the Morn ing Glory to 
re quest your copy. 

Pastor A.E. Windahl, Evangelize (LEM) Jan. 1955

The Flip pant Preacher

Oh preacher man with your flip pant jokes 
  have you ever been to Hell? 

Have you heard the an guished cries of the lost 
  like the ocean’s moan ing swell? 

Has your con science burned with the guilt of sin 
 and you felt it would never cease? 

Have you wept over those who died with out Christ 
 who will never know rest or peace? 

Have you stood on the brow of Cal vary 
by the Sav ior’s open side? 

Have you tasted His God-forsakeness 
when for sin ners He bled and died? 

Were you there when He bore the sin of the world 
and He cried: “My God! My God!” 

While His strength ebbed out and His blood dripped
down on Golgotha’s cursed sod. 

When you rise to preach to the wait ing throng 
is the hush of His pres ence there? 

Do the peo ple know that you’ve been with God 
in the sa cred place of prayer? 

Have your lips been touched by God’s al tar flame 
till you cry: “O Lord, here am I?” 

Has the oil of glad ness en dued your soul 
with power from on high?

Then go in the strength of the risen Christ 
and preach to those who die; 

Tell them He lives to in ter cede 
for those who mourn and sigh. 

A.E.Windahl 
Poems from the North land 
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Spirit and Power

Ludvig Hope was a Nor we gian
lay preacher, writer, teacher and
or ga nizer.  He was a pop u lar
preacher from the late 1890’s
and would gather up to 5,000 lis -
ten ers at his meet ings.  Dur ing
World War II, he was im pris -
oned at the Grini con cen tra tion
camp, af ter hav ing signed a pro test let ter to gether
with other church lead ers.

This book is filled with solid Biblical meat for those
who want to walk in depth with the Lord.  It is writ -
ten from a Lu theran piet ist ic perspective and con -
tains 40 chap ters of ex po si tion on dif fer ent as pects
of how God works to bring a lost sin ner to be saved
and then to fol low Je sus in the Power of the Holy
Spirit.  This is not ca sual read ing, but ear nest di rec -
tion for any one want ing to take up their cross and
fol low the Lord.  Sug gested Of fer ing:  $12.00

The Hauge Library
We have the fol low ing pub li ca tions avail able for
you.  They can be or dered us ing the en ve lope in the
cen ter.  Post age will be paid by an anonymous do nor.

Altar Steps

This daily devotional was
written by Pastor R.P. Haak -
onson  and was published in
1947.  It is suitable for families
with children.  It has il lus tra -
tions from daily life, and a
strong salvation emphasis. 
Suggested offering:  $8.00.

Mirror of the Heart

This book was pub lished in
1900 by an un known au thor.  It
con tains some very ear nest
med i ta tions and fer vent prayers.
It also con tains ten very
graphic pic tures of the hu man
heart.  In side the heart, the
devil is vi su al ized and also
seven an i mals rep re sent ing some of the most prev a -
lent sins found in the heart of the im pen i tent sin ner. 
These pic tures show how these an i mals as sins are
driven out of the heart when the sin ner is con verted
to God, but how they can re-en ter the heart if a per -
son falls away from grace.  One pic ture vi su al izes
the fear ful death of the un godly, and an other shows
the blessed death of the righ teous.  Sug gested Of fer -
ing:  $3.00.

Sinners in the Hands 
of an Angry God

Jon a than Ed wards preached this
re mark able ser mon at Enfield,
Conn. on July 8, 1741.  It was at
night while he was read ing it to a
large con gre ga tion, that the lights 
be came dim and he read with dif -
fi culty, and the in flu ence was so
great on the con gre ga tion that strong men and women
cried and screamed for mercy and even grabbed their
seats for fear they would slide into hell that very mo -
ment.  Sug gested Of fer ing:  $1.00.

Altar 
Steps 

Rev. R.P. Haakonson

SINNERSSINNERS
in the Hands

of an
ANGRY GOD

     Jon a than Ed wards


