
Thanksgiving
Theo. Knutson, Norma, N. Dak.

hough har vest fes ti vals and Thanksgiving cel e bra tions
have been ob served in Amer ica ever since the Pil grims
be gan till ing the soil in the new world, it was not un til
1864 that Pres i dent Lin coln is sued a proc la ma tion in

which he “ap pointed and set aside” the last Thurs day in No -
vem ber as Thanksgiving Day for all of the United States of
Amer ica. From that year till this there has been a suc ces sive
tra di tional trek “over the river and through the woods to
Grandmother’s house” on the last Thurs day of No vem ber of
ev ery year (ex cept two years dur ing the Roo se velt New Deal
era).

It is well to have a day set aside when the har vest is com -
pleted in which we give thanks to “God, who giv eth the in -
crease.” The sin of un grate ful ness is per haps the most
com mon, and a very se ri ous sin in deed. May God give us
grace to “count our many bless ings.” May we say with Da -
vid: “Re joice in the Lord, O ye righ teous; for praise is comely 
for the up right. Praise the Lord with harp; sing unto Him with 
the psaltry and an in stru ment with ten strings. Sing unto Him
a new song; play skill fully with a loud voice. For the Word of
the Lord is right; and all His works are done in truth. He
loveth righ teous ness and judgment. The earth is full of the
good ness of the Lord. By the Word of the Lord were the
heav ens made; and all the host of them by the breath of His
mouth. He gathereth the wa ters of the sea to gether as an heap: 
He layeth up the depth in store houses. 

“Let all the earth fear the Lord: let all the in hab it ants of
the world stand in awe of Him. For He spake and it was done;
He com manded and it stood fast. The Lord bringeth the coun -
sel of the hea then to naught: He maketh the de vices of the
peo ple of none ef fect. The coun sel of the Lord standeth for -

ever, the thoughts of His heart to all gen er a tions. Blessed
is the na tion whose God is the Lord; and the peo ple
whom He hath cho sen for His own in her i tance.” (Ps. 33:
1-12). 

Good health, a com fort able in come, goodly and obe -
di ent chil dren are con trib ut ing fac tors to our well-be ing
and a happy life; but if these and like bless ings are taken
for granted for days, weeks months and years, we are
tread ing on dan ger ous ground. Man is prone to con clude
that it is his own brawn and brain that has brought him
pros per ity. 

“For who maketh thee to dif fer from an other? and
what hast thou that thou didst not re ceive? now if thou
didst re ceive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not re -
ceived it? (I Cor. 4:7).   Man is not flesh alone, nei ther does
he “live by bread alone.” Hence, a child of God sees many
things be sides the ma te rial for which to be thank ful.

The en e mies of Dan iel con spired against him and in -
duced King Dar ius to sign an ir re vo ca ble de cree “that
who so ever shall ask a pe ti tion of any god or man for
thirty days save thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den
of lions.” 

Dan iel was fully aware that the de cree had be come
the law of the land, yet, “went into his house; and his win -
dow be ing open in his cham ber to ward Je ru sa lem, he
kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and 
gave thanks be fore his God, as did aforetime.” (If Dan iel
had lived in our time, the Com mu nists would have called
him a re ac tion ary.) 

Dan iel did not have a home with a charm ing wife and 
goodly and obe di ent chil dren, no flour ish ing busi ness or
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fer tile farm; rather, he was
un der se vere per se cu tion in a
strange land. Yet came he be -
fore his God in prayer and
thanksgiving. This-was not a
once-a-year at ten dance at a
Thanks giving ser vice where
a per son with an up side down 
col lar reads a prayer handed
down from his granddaddy;
but Dan iel prayed at the risk
of the lions’ den, “three times
a day as aforetime,” ir re spec -
tive of “the law of the Medes
and the Per sians, which
altereth not.”

But what could a cap tive
in a strange land, sur rounded
by cruel con spir a tors whose
thirst for in no cent blood was
bound less, have to be thank -
ful for? 

Above all else he must
have been thank ful that he
was “a child of the King!”
Not a child of Nebuchad -
nezzar or Belshazzar or Dar -
ius, but a child of the King of
kings and the Lord of lords. A 
child of the King who cre ated 
the heav ens and the earth. A
child of the King of whom we 
read: “How great are his
signs!  His king dom is an ev -
er last ing king dom and His
do min ion is from gen er a tion
to gen er a tion” (Dan. 4:3). 

We can be sure that Dan -
iel like the apos tles re joiced
that he “was counted wor thy
to suf fer shame for his
name.”  Where are the
Daniels of our day?   To have
“in ner con vic tions” is fine,
but why don’t some of our
“milktoastish” min is ters and
“wooden In dian” lay men
stand up so we can see how
deep their con vic tions are? 
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Walking By Faith 
Dur ing his early teens, An thony Payton chased af ter

drugs in hopes of fill ing a void left in his heart.  He would
get paid for the drugs he was traf fick ing and then use the
money to sup port his own ad dic tion – a habit that landed
him in jail with a pos si ble sen tence of eight years in prison. 

He be gan at tend ing a Bi ble study led by a Gid eon,
who would of ten visit the jail.  An thony de vel oped a re la -
tion ship with the Gid eon, and he would lis ten to the mes -
sage of God’s Word week af ter week!  Dur ing one of his
vis its, the Gid eon pulled out a New Tes ta ment and shared
a se ries of pas sages with An thony.  There in that jail house,
An thony prayed to re ceive Je sus Christ!  To day, he serves
as a pas tor lead ing oth ers to whole  -heartedly reach peo ple 
for the Lord! 

Selected

\     \     \     \     \     \     \

Gift of A Second Chance 
Dan iel can sum up his child hood in three words:

addiction, abuse, and abandonment!  An abu sive, heavy
pot-smok ing mother and mostly ab sent al co holic fa ther
are how he de scribes his up bring ing. Grow ing up sur -
rounded by drugs and al co hol, the use of sub stances at an
early age seemed nor mal.   He en joyed drink ing and was -
n’t afraid to ex per i ment with other drugs.  Lack ing sup -
port, Dan iel strug gled in school and dropped out in the
elev enth grade.

By the time he was twenty, Dan iel be came a daily,
round-the-clock drinker.  (Ed. No-doubt he be gan with
that first drink).  “I used to think I was a “func tional al co -
holic,” but the truth is that I could n’t func tion with out it,”
he shared.  Even a di ag no sis of type 1 di a be tes did n’t stop
his drink ing, but it would be the be gin ning of a real down -
fall for Dan iel.  

His ad dic tion made it dif fi cult to keep a job and pay
rent!  Dan iel moved from one toxic en vi ron ment to the
next, and his health de clined.  Dan iel de vel oped a se ri ous
in fec tion that re sulted in a toe am pu ta tion!  “Al co hol, the
one thing that had al ways been there for me, was be gin -
ning to work against me,” he said.

Dan iel lost hope.  Want ing to end his life, he over -
dosed on high blood pres sure pills. By the Grace of GOD,
Dan iel sur vived. Af ter re ceiv ing care at a lo cal treat ment
cen ter, he was re ferred to New Life Cen ter. 

TODAY Dan iel is so ber and feels blessed to have a
sec ond chance at life!  GOD is at work in Dan iel’s life at
the Mis sion as he re ceives needed care in a safe and sup -
port ive en vi ron ment.  He’s hope ful for the fu ture!  Dan -

iel’s long-term goal is to one day work with at-risk youth.

Immeasurably More, New Life Center

\     \     \     \     \     \     \

God’s Word Will Not Return 
unto HIM Void!

Isa iah 55:10-11

Is n’t it mar vel ous that GOD has En trusted YOU and I
to han dle and dis trib ute His Holy Word (the Bi ble) , for
our sal va tion (De liv er ance) and to share the same with
oth ers?  WHAT A PRIVILEGE AND RESPON -
SIBILITY!

“We also thank God con stantly for this, that when
you re ceived the word of God which you heard from us,
you ac cepted it not as the word of men but as what it re -
ally is, the word of God, which is at work in you be liev -
ers.”  (I Thessalonians 2:13)

GOD has in spired godly peo ple to make His Word
known among men, women, chil dren and we have
no-right to change the mes sage by ei ther add ing to it or
sub tract ing from it (man’s doc trine OR omis sion).  BUT as 
am bas sa dors we are to share ex actly what the ‘Com -
mander-in-Chief’ states!  

For ex am ple: Pe ter and Paul did not speak their own
words, but God’s Word! Pri mar ily GOD used His Own
Blood-Bought Ves sels! (Note: no tice the above theme
verse).

The Word of God may well be preached to you and
me, but no one can re ally im plant the Word of God in our
hearts, ex cept the Holy Spirit.  In a sense ‘we’ can wa ter
and plant the In cor rupt ible SEED , God’s Word; but it
takes God to make the Seed sprout, and grow!  Ac tu ally
we are to plant & wa ter the Seed with con cern and tears
and GOD will make it grow!  As the Scrip ture states; “they 
that sow in tears, will reap in joy.”

God’s Word is ab so lutely cer tain, as it is for ever set -
tled in heaven!  What ever GOD states in His Book (the 
Bi ble), ei ther has OR will take place just as God has said!
Even if the great ma jor ity of folk in this world say
other-wise, I still know God’s Word is cer tain and is to tally 
cor rect!  Is n’t it won der ful that ‘we can hide His Word in
our hearts’!

Do as the tes ti mony of the Apos tle says, in Philippians 
chap ter three, keep press ing on and for ward un til you have 
reached the high-call ing in Christ Je sus!  Per son ally, I
carry a con cern for peo ple who tell only what has taken
place in their hearts and lives in the past; BUT do not bring 
it up-to-date what their re la tion ship is with JESUS, Now!
It is most cer tainly im por tant that the new-life has the right 
be gin ning, but what is it now – To day?
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The Temptation to Compromise
Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.

There is a bank ruptcy of char ac ter in our day!  We
have a short age of man hood and wom an hood, a cer tain
de te ri o ra tion.  

The temp ta tion of this day is so dif fer ent from that
of the old days.  If some cruel Nero held sway to day and
an army came by and said to Chris tians, “You can put
your head on this block and die, or you can give up
JESUS CHRIST,”  I think most Chris tians would put
their heads down and die for the Savior!  

BUT (Ed. Not-yet!), that is not the test to day!  The
temp ta tion to day is to com pro mise to trim a lit tle! Lit tle
by lit tle the Devil is eat ing in on Chris tians and eat ing
out a good bit of their back bone and the mus cles in their
will!  Lit tle by lit tle he has made them trim a lit tle here
and there un til when GOD co mes to them for some -
thing, there is just noth ing to them!

Oh, how we need a holy zeal!

May GOD help us!

Ed i tor’s Note: When a be liever starts to com pro -
mise, a de gree of dis cern ment is dulled and even tu ally
con fu sion will take place!  “For ev ery one who par takes 
only of milk is un skilled in the word of righ teous ness,
for he is a babe.  But solid food be longs to those who
are of full age, that is, those who by rea son of use have
their senses ex er cised to dis cern both good and evil” 
(Heb. 5:13-14)

\     \     \     \     \     \     \

By Grace Through Faith!

(And No Other Way) 

By W. Herschel Ford

TODAY there are some peo ple who say that you
can’t be saved and go to Heaven un less you have been
bap tized, or un less you be long to a cer tain church, or un -
less you ob serve cer tain re li gious rites!  

Do you see what they are do ing?  They are mak ing a 
‘sav ior’ out of wa ter, or a church, or a re li gious rite.
BUT I tell you that there is only one Sav ior – JESUS
CHRIST, the Lord.  HE can save any one with out the
help of any thing else!

Lis ten to Paul as he says in Ephe sians 2:8-9: “For
by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
your selves; it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any
man should boast.”  What a great truth!  The LORD

knew that IF men could be saved by their own works,
they would be go ing around Heaven brag ging about
they did it!

BUT in Heaven we will not be boast ing about what
we have done, but about what CHRIST has done.  We
will glory in all that HE did in Sal va tion.  You will note
that Paul said we are saved “by grace …through faith.”
The grace is God’s part —- His reach ing down to us! 
When this hap pens, God’s arms en fold us and we be -
come chil dren of the LORD!  

A sol dier in one of the gov ern ment hos pi tals lay dy -
ing.  He was ir ri ta ble and un pleas ant.  He re sented the
chap lain’s ef forts to help him.  Finally, one day he told
the chap lain not to bother him any more!  

The chap lain stayed out of the room for sev eral
days.  Then one morn ing he came in with a lovely vase
of flow ers and placed them on the dresser.  Tears sprang
into the eyes of the sol dier and he said, “Thank you, sir;
I am very fond of flow ers.”

“Yes,” said the chap lain, “God knew that in this
world we would have days of suf fer ing and sor row, so
He gave us such beau ti ful things as these flow ers to
brighten our way.”

The sick man was si lent for a mo ment and then he
said, “Chap lain, I am sorry for the way I have treated
you.  I know that I ought to trust God and love Him, but I 
am such a wretched sin ner that I can not be lieve God
could ever for give me.  I am guilty of ev ery wicked
thing that a man could do.  Why, if you wrote a list of all
my sins on the wall not an inch of space would be left!”

Then the chap lain re plied, “Go ahead; write your
sins upon the wall.  Write all of them!  Write un til the
wall be comes a cat a log of your vile SINS!  Then over all 
of them I will write in flam ing let ters one sen tence from
God’s Hand and by it all of your sins will be can celed. 
This is it: “The blood of Je sus Christ his Son clean -
seth us from all sin.” (I John 1:7)

That day was the day of Sal va tion for a dy ing sol -
dier in a gov ern ment hos pi tal!

Oh, GOD has but one plan of Sal va tion!  “By grace
are ye saved through faith.”  And that day you look
away from your sins and look unto HIM by faith!  HE
will save you with a glo ri ous Sal va tion and you will
hear HIM say, “My grace is suf fi cient for thee.”  (II Co -
rin thi ans 1:9)

Amaz ing grace, how sweet the sound ,
That saved a wretch like me,
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see. 

            John New ton



“Children are not a dis trac tion from more im por -
tant work.  They are the most im por tant work” 
C. S. Lewis 

You would n’t be phys i cally alive, IF God did not
have a pur pose for YOU!  (See Jer e miah 29:11)
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Ed i to rial 
RES

NINE-PIECES – PEACE – For To day!
(See Psalm 23 & Ephe sians 2:14-17)

For some folks there are many pieces/chap ters in
their per sonal lives, for oth ers ONE pur pose is more
than ad e quate and that is to glo rify JESUS CHRIST
for HE has changed their life com pletely! 

But, some of our lead er ship in the USA and be yond
con tinue to say there ‘will be peace’!  Yes, a num ber
of lead ing pol i ti cians and re li gious lead ers prom ise
peace, when in the lat ter days of the church-dis pen sa -
tion, GOD says; ‘peace – peace’ but there shall be no
peace!

There is a void in all hu man-hearts and un less Je sus
Christ is per mit ted to fill that emp ti ness; there will be
NO-peace in the in ner part of the hu man’s life.  Je sus
wants to fill this place! “But now in Christ Je sus you 
who once were far off have been brought near by
the blood of Christ.  For He Him self is our peace,
who …”  (Ephe sians 2:13 -14  No tice vs. 13-21).  It is 
not know ing about Him as a per son (In car na tion)
many years ago as his tory goes, but pos sess ing Him,
by the Grace of God!  You can be an awak ened sin ner
know ing HE is the Per son you need per son ally; but
that is all!  A per son can be in an awak ened po si tion;
yet not pos sess ing!  But “…the one who co mes to Me
I will by no means cast out” John 6:37b.  If you are
not truly in a child-fam ily re la tion ship with Je sus you 
can be. JESUS wants you to be among the flock of
His Lambs & Sheep for “Be hold, I stand at the door
and knock.  If any one hears my voice and opens the
door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he
with Me” Rev e la tion 3:20.  If you are in ter ested in
be ing saved, it is the Holy Spirit’s work ing to awaken 
you, that you may come.  Now don’t be come care less
with your soul/life; be cause none of us know if He
will knock again for it could be the last time!

“There fore we must give the more ear nest heed to
the things we have heard, lest we drift away … how
shall we es cape if we ne glect so great a sal va tion…”  

He brews 2:1-3.

NOW let us look again at the nine-pieces for To day!

Psalm 23

V. 1.  Pos ses sion (is mine) 

V.  2.  Po si tion 

V.  3.  Pres ence

V.  4.  Pro tec tion 

V.  5.  Pro vi sion

V.  6.  Pros pect 

Ephe sians 2:14-17

V.  14.  Peace

V.  15.  Thus mak ing ‘peace’

V.  17.  Go ing ‘preach ing, wit ness ing, shar ing’ this
‘peace’ is found!

Je sus Christ and Him Alone

Faith Alone, Word Alone, …

“For in Him dwells all the full ness of the God head
bodily; and you are com plete in Him, who is the
head of all prin ci pal ity and power.” 
(Colossians 2:9-10)

For the em pow er ment of the Holy Spirit may we ba -
si cally pray; Lord give me the spir i tual-back bone to
ex press this bur den/con vic tion!  In our earthly be ing
our flesh is very weak but You can em power me as I
strug gle be tween the old na ture & the New Na ture –
Romans 7:8-23!

Yes ter day is gone for ever, to mor row may Never
come, so to day is a gift from GOD, so use it to bring
glory to His Name!

Please read James 1:12-25, v. 25 “But he who looks
into the per fect law of lib erty and con tin ues in it,
and is not a for get ful hearer but a doer of the
work, this one will be blessed in what he does”
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From Our Fellowship Circle

Ryan Per mis sion Granted
Evie’s story is cer tainly an amaz ing one with a won der -
ful end ing.  How ever, it is so much more than that.  It is
truly God’s story and Evie hap pened to be at the cen ter
of it (Ed. Noth ing catches our Liv ing Sav ior by ac ci dent
or sur prise).  Our de sire is that God is glo ri fied through
this sit u a tion, and we want to high light a few no ta ble
ways we saw Him work.  

HE put us in the right place:  God knew when we
planned a va ca tion to see the Cre ation mu seum and the
Ark En coun ter that we would be ex actly where we
needed to be to get the med i cal help that Evie needed. 
The near est ECMO to our home for pe di at ric pa tients is
Min ne ap o lis.  We are cer tain that with the rapid de cline
that Evie ex pe ri enced, there would not have been time
to trans fer to Min ne ap o lis to get her on ECMO be fore it
was too late.  It was not a co in ci dence that we were on
va ca tion in the place where we were.  ‘We like to say that 
God used the Ark to save Evie’. 

HE re started Evie’s heart:  The ‘emo tions’ that we ex pe -
ri enced while pray ing/beg ging God to bring Evie back
to life are hard to de scribe.  Ev ery thing was mov ing so
quickly that it is some times hard to be lieve it ac tu ally
hap pened!  Yes, the Doc tor ex pertly gave her CPR for 9
min utes, but that is not guar an teed to work!  In God’s
Grace, he not only re started her heart, but pro vided the
Sur geon the skill and wis dom to be able to con tinue the
sur gery dur ing re sus ci ta tion and al lowed the Sur gery to
be suc cess ful! 

HE worked spir i tu ally in many ways; We know that
there was a spir i tual bat tle oc cur ring while Evie was
sick.  GOD WON!  There was also a spir i tual bat tle in
many of our hearts!  God won again, pro vid ing us com -
fort and peace, even when Evie’s phys i cal out come was
un cer tain.  He brought us to a place of wor ship, and re li -
ance on him, in a way that many of us had not ex pe ri -
enced!  I be lieve he also changed the hearts of our
fam ily and oth ers who were touched by Evie’s sit u a tion.  
Each of us was changed in a unique way, based on the
con di tion of our heart and on what God spe cif i cally
wanted to change in our hearts and minds.  What a won -
der ful bless ing that our God is a per sonal God who cares 
enough about us to help us grow.

Other than her sum mer ad ven ture, Evie is still en joy ing
homeschooling as a fresh man this year.  She loves play -
ing pi ano, work ing out, be ing in volved at our church,
and hang ing out with baby Mi cah (or any baby, re ally).

Evie’s ill ness high lighted the fact that none of us is guar -
an teed an other day, not even a healthy, 14 year old girl
with No his tory of med i cal is sues!  My prayer for each
of you is that see ing God work through Evie’s story will
ei ther 1) bring you into a per sonal re la tion ship with Je -
sus Christ IF you do not al ready know Him, or 2) draw
you into a deeper walk with HIM IF you al ready are a
fol lower of Christ!

Finally, I know that many of you have ex pe ri enced your
own dif fi cult sto ries and many of them do not have the
joy ful end ing that we ex pe ri enced.  We may never un -
der stand why sit u a tions have dif fer ent end ings on this
side of Heaven, but we know that for those who love
God all things work to gether for good Romans 8:28 &
29.  God will ac com plish good pur poses even through
dif fi cult and pain ful sit u a tions and loss.  We are so
grate ful that God chose to save Evie.  For a brief time,
we were faced with the re al ity that Evie may not re turn
to this life.  This glimpse into child loss makes our
hearts ache anew for those liv ing that out day by day.

No mat ter your cir cum stances, I hope that you know the
peace that co mes from the LORD!  We cer tainly ex pe ri -
enced HIS Love in an un ex pected way this year and we
look for ward to see HIM work in the fu ture!

     With thank ful ness, Ryan

N. L. T. Boca Raton, FL
En closed is a do na tion to help fur ther your work in the
Great Com mis sion; Lord’s Min is try

The Christian
“The Chris tian talks fa mil iar ev ery day to

some one he can not see, ex pects to go to Heaven on
the vir tue of an other, emp ties him self in or der that
he might be full, ad mits that he is wrong so he can
be de clared right, goes down in or der to get up.  He
is stron gest when he is weak est, rich est when he is
poor est, and hap pi est when he feels worst.  He dies
so he can live, for sakes in or der to have, gives away 
so he can keep, sees the in vis i ble, hears the in au di -
ble, and knows that which passeth knowl edge.” 

A. W. Tozer 



Believable…Yet Unbelievable

Censorship and Suppression of Speech in 
America

Amer ica is cer tainly not China or North Ko rea when
it co mes to cen sor ship and sup press ing free speech! BUT 
we are not nearly as free as we thought we were.  The
‘events’ of the last three years have made that strik ingly
clear, bring ing to a head a dan ger ous pat tern that had
been de vel op ing for years be fore that.  

By a “dan ger ous pat tern,” I’m re fer ring to the pat tern 
of cen sor ing and/or sup press ing con ser va tive Chris tian
speech on so cial me dia plat forms.  Those who have been
on the front lines of the cul ture wars have ex pe ri enced
this for years!  

We have watched our pages shut down, our chan nels
re moved and our posts blocked all be cause we af firmed
what the BIBLE (says) about mar riage, sex u al ity and
LGBTQ+ re lated themes…

No ex ag ger a tion.  No hype!  No play ing fast and
loose with the truth!  Just doc u mented facts.  The cen sor -
ship and sup pres sion are real …

This at tack on our free dom of speech is as real as the
IRS’s tar get ing of con ser va tive or ga ni za tions in the re -
cent past, ex cept it is more per va sive and wide spread due
to the ubiq ui tous na ture of so cial me dia …

In the last three years, we have learned that any views 
that dis sent from the pre vail ing PC nar ra tive could land
you in Facebook (or YouTube or Twit ter) jail.  Worse
still, you could be com pletely platformed…

To be per fectly can did, none of this makes me para -
noid or wor ried.  To the con trary, it em bold ens me.  The
more I see cen sor ship and sup pres sion of speech, the
more re solve I have to speak the truth in love re gard less
of cost or con se quences.  In the end, truth can not be muz -
zled.

At the same time, I write this with so bri ety.  Our free -
doms re ally are un der at tack and a course cor rec tion is es -
sen tial!  

Oth er wise, we’ll have to fig ure out how to get our
mes sage out from a lit eral prison cell!

For the sake of the next gen er a tion, let’s re fuse to be
si lenced or cen sored!  

Dr. Michael Brown, afa.org

Case Closed

The Fed eral court case against pro life ac tiv ist, Mark
Houck has been com pleted.  Houck is con sid ered a

“peace ful pil lar of the com mu nity,” ac cord ing to his at -
tor ney, Pe ter Breen. Houck was ac cused of vi o lat ing the
Free dom of Ac cess to Clinic En trances (FACE) Act,
which pro hib its “vi o lent, threat en ing, dam ag ing, and ob -
struc tive con duct in tended to in jure, in tim i date, or in ter -
fere with the right to seek, ob tain, or pro vide
re pro duc tive health ser vices.

Houck con tends that in the scuf fle he was de fend ing
his 12-year-old son from ag gres sive ha rass ment and bul -
ly ing done by an abor tion es cort at a Planned Par ent hood
clinic. 

 Houck faced 11 years in prison if con victed.  Last
Sep tem ber, 20 heavily armed FBI agents raided his home 
and ar rested him in a dra matic show of force.  With 5
agents point ing guns to his head, Houck ws ar rested for
charges that had al ready been thrown out of court, fright -
en ing his wife and seven young chil dren. Houck had of -
fered to ap pear vol un tarily, but the Biden De part ment of
Jus tice chose to use in tim i da tion and an un nec es sary
show of force to ar rest a peace ful and co op er a tive man. 

 As was the case in other sit u a tions the pro cess is the
pun ish ment and is con sid ered a “po lit i cal per se cu tion”
by Houck’s law yer.  Houck’s law yer also stated, “This
case is be ing brought solely to in tim i date peo ple of faith
and pro-life Amer i cans. The ver dict was an nounced on
Jan u ary 30, and Houck was ac quit ted on all counts.”

Af ter ward, Houck’s at tor ney stated, “Mark and his
fam ily are now free of the load that the Biden ad min is tra -
tion threw upon them.  We took on Go li ath – the full
might of the United States gov ern ment – and won.  This
is a win for Mark and the en tire pro-life move ment.

lifenews.com
The Vine and the Branches

Most Extreme Abortion Law In The
Nation 

Af ter pass ing the house, the abor tion bill named
“The Pro tect Re pro duc tion Op tions (PRO) Act” was sent 
to the Min ne sota Sen ate.  Af ter a 15-hour de bate the bill
was fi nally passed by a 1 vote ma jor ity.  Op po nents of the 
bill have said it is the “most ex treme” abor tion law in the
Na tion,on par with China and North Ko rea in its lack of
re stric tions.The Re pub li cans at tempted to add nu mer ous
amend ments to the bill, but with out suc cess.  All 35
amend ments were re jected, in clud ing amend ments to
pro hibit the ster il iza tion of girls un der 14 and re quir ing
pa ren tal con sent for abor tions or ster il iza tion in volv ing
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mi nors!  This bill makes any type of abor tion le gal up
un til birth, avail able to any one for any rea son.

prolifeupdate.com
The Vine and the Branches

NYCDA Under Fire for Downgrading
52 Percent of Felony Cases to
Misdemeanors

New York Coun ter Dem o cratic Dis trict At tor ney
Alvin Bragg… down graded 52 per cent of fel ony cases
to mis de mean ors in 2022 while New York ers con tinue
to face surg ing crime rates, Fox News Dig i tal re ported.

Ac cord ing to data from the DA of fice website, 39
per cent of fel ony charges were down graded to mis de -
mean ors in 2019.  From 2013 to 2020, un der Dis trict At -
tor ney Cyrus Vance Jr., the per cent age of down graded
cases never ex ceeded 40 per cent. 

Since (he took) of fice in Jan u ary, Bragg’s of fice has
won only 51 per cent of pros e cuted fel ony charges, com -
pared to Vance’s 68 per cent in 2019. 

Candace Hathaway, theblaze.com

The Ship wrecked Bi ble

Al ex an der Duff, the great mis sion ary, sailed to In -
dia on Lady Hol land with all of his earthly pos ses sions.   
Within a few miles of In dia, a ship wreck oc curred!

The pas sen gers were all saved, but the pos ses sions
of all the pas sen gers were lost at the bot tom of the Sea. 
On the shore, Al ex an der Duff hoped that some part of
his pos ses sions might be cast up on the shore.

Then he saw some thing – some thing small, float ing
on the top of the wa ter.  While anxious eyes watched it,
nearer and nearer it came.  What would it be?  The mis -
sion ary waded into the wa ter, got hold of the float ing
ob ject and re turned it.  What was it?

The BIBLE!  Of all his books of all his pos ses sions,
that sin gle Book was worth sav ing!  Al ex an der Duff
took the res cued Book to be a to ken from his LORD –
took it to mean that this one BOOK was worth all his
books and his pos ses sions!

So, heart ened Al ex an der Duff be gan his ca reer as a
mis sion ary in In dia!  The very next day, read ing from
the BIBLE, he be gan his first class – a group of five
boys!

“But the word of the LORD endureth for ever …” 
(I Pe ter 1:25)

                  Se lected

Learning to Float 
There is a story told of a young man who was seek -

ing af ter the knowl edge of eter nal salvation and peace
with God.  The friend in whom he had con fided his dif fi -
cul ties dis cerned very quickly that he was striv ing to at -
tain ev er last ing life by his own ef forts!

His friend then asked him, “Jack, did you ever learn
to float?”

“Yes, I did,” he re plied.  “And did you find it easy to
learn?”  “No, not at first,” he an swered.  “What was the
dif fi culty?”  

“Well, the fact is, I couldn’t lie still; I could not be -
lieve or re al ize that the wa ter could hold me up with out
any ef fort of my own, so I al ways be gan to strug gle, and, 
of course, down I went at once.”  “And then?”

“Why, then I found out that I must only rest, give up
all the strug gle, and the wa ter would bear me up.  It was
easy enough for me af ter that; I was able to lie back in
the full est con fi dence that I should never sink!”

“And,” said the friend, “is not God’s Word more
wor thy of your trust than the change able sea?”  He does
not bid you wait for feel ings!  He com mands you just to
rest in Him and be lieve His Word!”

“These things have I writ ten unto you that be lieve
on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye
have eter nal life…” (I John 5:13)

Make Me A Chan nel of Bless ing

Is your life a chan nel of bless ing?

Is the love of God flow ing through you?

Are you tell ing the lost of the Sav ior?

Are you ready His ser vice to do?

Re frain:

Make me a chan nel of bless ing to day,

Make me a chan nel of bless ing, I pray;

My life pos sess ing, my ser vice bless ing, 

Make me a chan nel of bless ing to day.

Is your life a chan nel of bless ing?

Are you bur dened for those who are lost?

Have you urged upon those who are stray ing, 

The Sav ior who died on the cross?

Is your life a chan nel of bless ing?

Is it daily tell ing for Him?

Have you spo ken the word of sal va tion

To those who are dy ing in sin?
            H. G. Smyth



Forgiving
It was in a church in Mu nich that I saw him – a bald -

ing, heavy set man in a gray over coat, with a brown felt
hat clutched be tween his hands, Peo ple were fil ing out of
the base ment room where I had just spo ken, mov ing
along the rows of wooden chairs to the door at the rear.  It
was 1947, and I had come from Hol land to de feated Ger -
many with the mes sage that God for gives.

It was the truth they needed most to hear in that bit ter, 
bombed-out land, and I gave them my fa vor ite men tal
pic ture. Maybe be cause the sea is never far from a Hol -
land ers’ mind, I liked to think that that’s where for given
sins were thrown. “When we con fess our sins,” I said,
“God casts them into the deep est ocean, gone for ever.”

The sol emn faces stared back at me, not quite dar ing
to be lieve.  There were never ques tions af ter a talk in
Ger many in 1947.  Peo ple stood up in si lence, in si lence
col lected their wraps, in si lence left the room.

And that’s when I saw him, work ing his way for ward 
against the oth ers. One mo ment I saw the over coat and
the brown hat; the next, a blue uni form and a vi sored cap
with its skull and cross bones. It came back with a rush:
the huge room with its harsh over head lights: the pa thetic 
pile of dresses and shoes in the cen ter of the floor;  the
shame of walk ing na ked past this man.  I could see my
sis ter’s frail form ahead of me, ribs sharp be neath the
parch ment skin. Betsie how thin you were! (Betsie and I
had been ar rested for con ceal ing Jews in our home dur ing 
the Nazi oc cu pa tion of Hol land; this man had been a
guard at Ravensbruck con cen tra tion camp where we
were sent.)

Now he was in front of me with his hand thrust out,
“A fine mes sage, Frau lein! How good it is to know that,
as you say, all our sins are at the bot tom of the sea!”

And I, who had spo ken so glibly of for give ness, fum -

bled in my pock et book rather than take that hand.  He
would not re mem ber me, of course—how could he re -
mem ber one pris oner among those thou sands of women?

But I re mem bered him, and the leather crop swing ing 
from his belt.  I was face-to-face with one of my cap tors
and my blood seemed to freeze.

“You men tioned Ravensbruck in your talk, “he was
say ing, “I was a guard there.”  No, he did not re mem ber
me.

“But since that time,” he went on, “I have be come a
Chris tian. I know that God has for given me for the cruel
things I did there, but I would like to hear it from your
lips as well, Frau lein,” again the hand came out, “will you 
for give me?”

I stood there – I whose sins had again and again to be
for given – Betsie had died in that place – could he erase
her slow ter ri ble death sim ply for the ask ing?

It could not have been many sec onds that he stood
there – hand held out but to me it seemed like hours as I
wres tled with the most dif fi cult thing I had ever had to
do.

For I had to do it I knew that!  The mes sage that God
for gives has a prior con di tion: that we for give those who
have in jured ‘us’!  JESUS says, “…if ye for give not men 
their tres passes, nei ther will your Fa ther for give your
tres passes.” (Mat thew 6:15)

I knew it not only as a com mand ment of God, but a
daily ex pe ri ence!  Since the end of the war, I had had a
home in Hol land for vic tims of Nazi bru tal ity.  Those
who were able to for give their en e mies were able also to
re turn to the out side world and re build their lives, no mat -
ter what the phys i cal scars.  Those who nursed their ‘bit -
ter ness’ re mained in va lids.  It was as sim ple and as
hor ri ble as that!

Still I stood there with cold ness clutch ing my heart,
BUT for give ness is not an emotion– I knew that too!
For give ness is an act of the will, and the will can func -
tion re gard less of the tem per a ture the heart. “Help!”  I
prayed si lently.  “I can lift my hand – I can do that much,
but You sup ply the feel ing.”

And so wood enly, me chan i cally, I thrust mine into
the One stretched out to me.  As I did, an in cred i ble thing
took place!  The cur rent started in my shoul der, raced
down my arm, sprang into our joined hands, and then this 
heal ing warmth seemed to flood my whole be ing, bring -
ing tears to my eyes!  

“I for give you, brother!”  I cried.  “with all my
heart!”

For a long mo ment we grasped each other’s hands
—- the for mer guard and the for mer pris oner.  I had never 
known God’s love so in tensely, as I did then!

Corrie Ten Boom
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  “God in His mercy forgives
sin, God in His grace

removes the guilt of sin and
when the guilt of sin is

removed, the power of sin is
broken.”  

Mat thew Henry
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Seven “Oughts” For Christians! 
The “Ought” of Love

“Be loved, if God so loved us, we ought also to
love one an other.”  (I John 4:11)

Is this not true, that God loved us to such an ex tent
that He sent His Son, down to this (sin ful world), His
only Son, down to this Earth to die for us who are not
wor thy?  But love, His love, made Him do it.  “Greater
love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his
life for his friends.” (John 15:13)  We are His friends,
“Ye are my friends, if ye do what so ever I com mand
you” (John 15:14)  He gives us a New Com mand ment,
“A new Com mand ment I give unto you, That ye love
one an other; as I have loved you, that ye also love one 
an other.” (John 13:34)

The “Ought” of Prayer

“And he spake….that men ought al ways to pray,
and not to faint.”  (Luke 18:1)

The prayer ful life is a vic to ri ous life!  JESUS com -
manded the dis ci ples while HE was in the ‘gar den’ to
“Watch and pray, that ye en ter not into temp ta tion: the
spirit in deed is will ing, but the flesh is weak.” 
(Mat thew 26:41) The faint ing Chris tian is the prayerless 
Chris tian.  There is a say ing, “The devil trem bles when
he sees the weak est saint on his knees!”  This shows that 
the devil can not get hold of a Chris tian who lives in a
real prayer-filled life.  Great things have been wrought
by Chris tians who have lived real prayer ful lives.  If
one’s mind and heart are not prayer ful, that is when the
en emy gets his chance at him, and what dam age has
been wrought in cases like that!

The “Ought” of Obe di ence

“…. We ought to obey God rather than men.”
(Acts 5:29)

These words were spo ken by the apos tles when they 
were be fore the high priests!  We be lieve the apos tles
had holy bold ness when they ut tered these words be fore
the Coun sel.  These Apos tles had been com manded not
to speak or teach in the name of Je sus!  They an swered,
“… Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken
unto you more than unto God, judge ye.” (Acts 4:19) 
Sam uel told Saul, when he did not obey GOD but lis -
tened to the peo ple and did as he pleased, that “…to
obey is better than sac ri fice…” (I Sam uel 15:22)  Saul
lost his king ship!  Those who lis ten to God and obey
Him will be might ily used of Him!

The “Ought” of Pa tience 

“We than that are strong ought to bear the in fir mi -

ties of the weak, and not to please our selves.” 
(Romans 15:1)

It may seem hard some times to bear with those who
are weak! “Breth ren, if a man be over taken in a fault,
ye which are spir i tual, re store such an one in the spirit
of meek ness; con sid er ing thy self lest thou also be
tempted” (Galatians 6:1)  It may take these things to
teach one pa tience!  Paul be came “…all things to all
men …” (I Co rin thi ans 9:22) that he wins some to
Christ.  If a Chris tian be comes im pa tient with a weaker
one and can not bear with him in all things, he will not
win him to Christ! “In your pa tience pos sess ye your
souls.” (Luke 21:19)

The ”Ought” of Sac ri fice

“Hereby, per ceive we the love of God, be cause he
laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our
lives for the breth ren.” (I John 3:16)

This takes Love   —-   not nat u ral love, but spir i tual
love.  In these days, it seems hard for some to sac ri fice
for oth ers!  Per haps a few min utes of our time would be
the means of cheer ing some one that is down and out,
and per haps even be the means of bring ing him to
Christ.  It may mean to give up some thing you wanted
so badly.  True hap pi ness is found in sac ri fic ing for oth -
ers! Our Lord sac ri ficed for ‘us’. He gave His very life!
HE died in such a shame ful way, that we might share
with Him Eter nal Life!  

The “Ought” of Giving 

“I have shewed you all things, how that so la bor -
ing ye ought to sup port the weak, and to re mem ber the
words of the Lord Je sus, how He said, ‘It is more
blessed to give than to re ceive.’” (Acts 20:35)

By these words we can fully un der stand why God
gave His only Son to save a dy ing world, and why Je sus
was will ing to obey His Fa ther.  You and I can not give in 
this way per haps, but we can be will ing to give the lit tle
things, such as time and money!  It says, “…ought to
sup port the weak…”  This does not mean phys i cally
weak, but to bear with those who are weak spir i tu ally. 
Give up your rep u ta tion and dig nity and be come like
them.  Paul said, “To the weak be came I as weak, that I
might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men,
that I might by means save some.” (I Co rin thi ans 9:22)

The “Ought” of For giving

“So that con trari wise you ought rather to for give
him, and com fort him, lest per haps such a one should
be swal lowed up with over much sor row.” 
(II Co rin thi ans 2:7)

Here we are told that we ought to for give!  If some -



one has wronged you; you ‘ought’ to for give him; If not,
your Fa ther in Heaven can not for give you!  In the ser mon 
on the mount, we read, “But if ye for give not men their
tres passes, nei ther will your Fa ther for give your tres -
passes” (Mat thew 6:15)  Look at the treat ment that Je sus
re ceived!  He was in no cent, yet when He hung on the
cruel Cross, He could look to His Fa ther and say, “….
Fa ther, for give them; for they know not what they
do…” (Luke 23:34)

Selected 

One Spark of Fire

Read ing a bi og ra phy of Billy Sunday, we came
across this per ti nent quote, “One spark of fire can do
more to prove the power of gun pow der than a whole li -
brary on the sub ject.” 

When Paul preached to the in tel lec tual Co rin thi ans,
he de lib er ately de cided against any ac a demic ap proach
in pre sent ing the Gos pel!  He told the Co rin thian Chris -
tians that “…my speech and my preach ing was not
with en tic ing words of man’s wis dom, but in dem on -
stra tion of the Spirit and power.” (I Co rin thi ans 2:4) 
Paul had the spark of fire.

Paul had the same ev i dence when he preached at
Thessalonica.  Just weeks af ter hav ing been in that city,
he wrote to the con verts there and said, “… our gos pel
came not unto you in word only, but also in power,
and in the Holy Ghost, and in much as sur ance …”
(I Thessalonians 1:5)

The spark of vi tal fire is not to be equated with emo -
tion al ism! Rather, it is the  wit ness of the Holy Spirit as
the re al ity of the mes sage; it will con vince the in tel lect,
warm the af fec tions, and move the will.  It is not, how -
ever, to be re lated only to one as pect of the in di vid ual!  

How much of our preach ing and teach ing lacks this
“spark of fire”?  HOW DESPERATELY WE NEED
IT!

“He stretcheth out the north over the empty place, 
and hangeth the earth upon noth ing”!  (Job 26:7)

Selected

The GRACE of God

It is in ter est ing and in struc tive to note what the New
Tes ta ment teaches about the Grace of GOD!  

Grace is the means of jus ti fi ca tion and sal va tion!
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and not of
your selves; it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any
man should boast.” (Ephe sians 2:8-9)

The be liever stands in grace, is un der grace, and has
ac cess to God’s throne of Grace!

“Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that
is passed into the heav ens, Je sus the Son of God, let us
hold fast our pro fes sion.  For we have not an high
priest which can not be touched with the feel ing of our
in fir mi ties; but was in all points tempted like as we
are, yet with out sin.  Let us there fore come boldly
unto the throne of grace, that we may ob tain mercy,
and find grace to help in time of need.” (He brews 4:14- 
16)

Al though Is rael as a na tion has been set aside by
God, there is a rem nant among them ac cord ing to the
elec tion of grace in the pres ent dis pen sa tion. “Even so
then at this pres ent time also there is a rem nant ac cord -
ing to the elec tion of grace.” (Romans 11:5)

An Ac ro nym for Grace

Vance Havner Gave This Ac ro nym For GRACE:

G – stands for GIFT, the prin ci ple of GRACE – 
Ephe sians 2:8-9

R – stands for REDEMPTION, the pur pose of
GRACE – Ephe sians 1:7

A – stands for ACCESS the priv i lege of GRACE
-Romans 5:1-2

C – stands for CHARACTER the prod uct of
GRACE – II Co rin thi ans 5:17

E – stands for ETERNAL LIFE, the pros pect of
GRACE – Ti tus 3:7

The prin ci ple – we don’t de serve it, but GOD gives it 
any way 

The pur pose – to re deem us, buy us back from sin,
save us 

The priv i lege – we can now come boldly be fore the
Throne with out fear, with out hes i ta tion, seek ing aid in
time of need.  That is true ac cess!

The pur pose – The prod uct – it is pro duc ing a Christ -
like char ac ter in us; mold ing us into the im age of His
Son.

The pros pect – there is more than what we see.  There 
is Eter nity with Christ.
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Fear Not Little Flock
As we open our BIBLES, the word “lit tle” should

en cour age us.  If it should be come to us a word as so ci ated 
with vic tory rather than de feat!  

A LITTLE MAID (II Kings 5)

A lit tle maid, far away in cap tive cir cum stances,
knew about a “man of God” and the power of God was
known by the king of Is rael!  Her sim ple tes ti mony
brought her lep rous mas ter to be healed and be come a
wor shiper of God!

When we find our selves a cap tive to cir cum stances
and seem ingly far from any place of use ful ness,   may we
di rect some “lep rous Naaman” to a place of cleans ing and 
sal va tion.

We may won der to what place of honor and bless ing
this cap tive maiden may have been ex alted as her happy
and healed mas ter re turned!  

A LITTLE OIL (I Kings 17) 

As a ref u gee from Jezebel, Eli jah had left the fail ing
wa ter of Cherith and the Ra ven’s daily sup ply. At God’s
di rec tion, he found him self a boarder with a widow and
her son.  Her earthly known re sources were but a lit tle oil
in a cruse and a scat tered hand ful of meal dust ing the bot -
tom of a bar rel.  She was about to pre pare their last meal. 
Eli jah’s ask ing for a mor sel of bread seems cruel in this
des per ate sit u a tion —- truly des per ate EXCEPT  FOR
GOD!  We are not able to es ti mate the amount of oil and
meal in terms of gal lons and bar rels  but they “…did eat
many days.” (verse 15), and there was enough!  It lasted
un til Eli jah left Mount Car mel, un til ‘rain’ came, and un -
til the fam ine was lifted.  

When things seem “like a fam ine” and the ‘oil’ and
the ‘meal’ are low, are we tempted to with hold from God
lest there be not enough?  Re mem bering the widow, we
must give GOD first!  GOD has ways!  How there was
enough “for many days” we don’t know —- ex cept that
God did it —- and herein is our as sur ance and grounds for 
(a liv ing) faith!   

A LITTLE CLOUD (I Kings 18)

A prayer of Eli jah had driven the rain from Is rael’s
skies, and an other had brought fire to earth to con sume a
drenched al tar in con test with Baal’s proph ets.  Then this
righ teous man bowed low on Car mel’s heights and fer -
vently prayed for rain and break ing of the drought.  SIX
times the ser vant scanned the hot, brassy skies and re -
ported that he saw noth ing – but Eli jah kept pray ing!

AFTER the sev enth trip, and a look to ward the sea, a
lit tle cloud the size of a man’s hand was re ported!  Af ter

three and one-half years, one man, a prayer and a lit tle
cloud —- but it was God’s cloud —- the burn ing, thirsty
earth was drink ing in the cool, re fresh ing, and re viv ing
down pour!  

Eli jah’s God waits for His “Eli jahs” to day as James
5:16 tells us, “…ef fec tual fer vent prayer of a righ teous 
man availeth much.

A LITTLE FISH (Mat thew 14)

To face a sta dium filled with five to ten thou sand
hun gry peo ple, and hope to feed them with only a sin gle
lunch might be called im pos si ble!  So it might have been
that be side Gal i lee had not those few fish been placed in
the hands of JESUS, and blest by Him who ages be fore
had cre ated all things!

For the Apos tles alone it was be yond the realm of
pos si bil ity.  “…send the mul ti tude away.” (v. 15), they
said.  We say to day, “The job is too great and the re -
sources too small!”.  BUT wait!  Lis ten!!  “Bring them
hither to me” (18), said JESUS, and the faint ing mul ti -
tude had more than enough and were strength ened!

So to day – first into His hands, back into ours to be -
wail the “lit tle ness” of what we have, but to ded i cate it to
Christ for His bless ing in or der that they need not go
away – but have enough!

A LITTLE CHILD (Mat thew 18)

HOW Small he must have seemed in the midst of the
crowd of Apos tles as Christ lifted him to His lap!  He was
just a “…lit tle child…”  (verse 2), but who can mea sure
the space and place that he oc cu pied in the min is try of the 
apos tles, the plan of God, and the sal va tion of mul ti tudes!

The rea son is quite sim ple.  Where there is no hu mil -
ity, God gives no grace.  He fights against the proud. 
There fore, if this child, in his sim ple faith, obe di ence, and 
sub mis sive ness brings the les son of hu mil ity to these
upon whom the launch ing of God’s pro gram de pends –
how great is his place!  

God may use some of His “lit tle” chil dren to teach
some sim ple les sons needed by those “big ger” ones who
may, be cause of our  les sons  taught, go forth to great
things – of which we have be come re ally a part!  Noth ing
is ac tu ally “lit tle” that touches God, souls, and Eter nity!

A LITTLE FLOCK (Luke 12) 

Placed along side the non-pro fess ing world and the
mere pro fess ing church, God’s own are a “lit tle flock” –
both nu mer i cally and in nat u ral strength!  There is no
merit in be ing “lit tle” as a con gre ga tion (it might be a
shame If our best has not been done to grow), but His
pres ence in our midst is the im por tant thing!

When we see what great things HE has done with



“the lit tle” and “the few,” we must con clude that when
God ceases to use the things that are “small” and “weak,”
HE will have ceased to be GOD!

“For ye see your call ing, breth ren, how that not
many wise men af ter the flesh, not many might, not
many no ble, are called:  But God hath cho sen the fool -
ish things of the world to con found the wise; and God
hath cho sen the weak things of the world to con found
the things that are mighty; And base things of the
world, and things which are de spised, hath God cho -
sen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought
things that are: That no flesh should glory in his pres -
ence” (I Co rin thi ans 1:26-29)

Selected

ONE DAY!

One day a Prophet from Naz a reth ap peared, mighty in 
word and deed be fore God and all the peo ple!  He was the
great est of all the proph ets and pro claimed God’s mes sage
more clearly than any oth ers!  He per formed the works
which He had seen of the Fa ther, and spoke the words He
had heard of Him.  By His works He dem on strated God’s
power, and by His words He re vealed God’s will.  He
opened their eyes to the deep est depths in hu man life and
to the high est pin na cles of God’s wis dom and grace.  Even
His en e mies ex claimed, “Never so man spoke!”

How could it be oth er wise when He by whom all
things were cre ated stood as a man among men to de clare
God’s Word?  HE was the Word that be came flesh to dwell 
among us.  He had the ‘spirit’ with out mea sure, and taught
the way of God in Truth!  In a tran quil ity born of great ness
HE sat on the mount with the peo ple gath ered about Him;
with true pro phetic in sight HE looked into their souls and
spoke words which ex pressed per fectly their pov erty and
need.  Not only that, He brought a mes sage of cheer from
God to those who are poor in spirit and who hun ger and
thirst af ter righ teous ness; they are called blessed, and the
king dom of heaven be longs to them.

He opened the door to the true mean ing of the Law
and the Prophets.  He re vealed God’s will for this life and
the next.  He cut squarely across hu man opin ions and com -
mand ments of men to give us the ker nel of God’s Truth! 
This He did even if it made some of the hear ers to gnash
their teeth and lay plans against His life.  He drew back the
cur tain be tween time and eter nity and de clared time and
again that there is a  life af ter death for those who be lieve
(trust) in Him!  

HE told His own clearly and force fully that He would
rise  from the grave on the third day! HE sat with His dis -
ci ples and looked over the city and the tem ple, these cen -

ters of God’s plan for His peo ple; from this van tage point
He painted a pan oramic pic ture of com ing events to the
end of time!  These are no hazy dreams of a man in search
of ‘truth’; they are the sim ple truths of God as He gave
them to the Prophet.  It is the “Thus saith the Lord!”
which shall abide when even heaven and earth pass away!

When we who live to day are tempted to desert Je sus,
we should be able to say with an even greater  con vic tion
than Pe ter, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  Thou hast the
words of eter nal life.”  Ev ery Chris tian ought to fre -
quently re mind him self of the many wit nesses, as well as
of the tes ti mony of the Spirit in his own heart; these all tes -
tify that He is the Word Of God! It would strengthen our
faith and glad den our heart.  

You and I came to Him as poor and help less crea tures!  
We came upon His in vi ta tion such as we were and knelt at
the Cross of Him who died for us. We re ceived what HE
has prom ised; HE gave us new life and put a new song in
our mouth (Psalm 40).  For some of us many years have
gone by since that day!  We have lived with HIM through
the years of our youth and have fought some of life’s most
bit ter bat tles un der HIS Ban ner! Many things have
changed dur ing the years; one af ter an other of our hopes
have faded into noth ing ness.  But there is one thing that
has not changed; that is the Word of God!  One there is
who has never failed us: Je sus Christ.  Ev ery Chris tian can
tes tify that His is the only com fort in life worth men tion -
ing.

In Sor row He’s my com fort, in trou ble He’s my stay,

He tells me ev ery care on Him to roll; 

He’s the “Lily of the Val ley,” the Bright and Morn ing Star,

He’s the fair est of ten thou sand to my soul.

In life’s lone li ness we have found our sweet est mo -
ments with Je sus and His Word.  In the se cret of His pres -
ence, we have re ceived strength for our days, weeks, and
years from youth to old age; we have found rest for the
soul, and a friend in time of need; we have re ceived peace
in our heart and light for our path.

My own tes ti mony is this: Ev ery day He is be com ing
more pre cious to me.  He is my life!

Now we know that the mys tery of the Cross is the sav -
ing power in life, and that the mercy-seat in Christ’s Blood
is the meet ing place be tween the sin ner and God.  Now we
know it, not only as a fact found in a book, but as a truth
es tab lished in life – a truth which is most ef fec tive when
life is most dif fi cult.

Christ is our Prophet, mighty in word and deed.

Taken from Spirit and Power, © Hauge Lutheran
Innermission Federation, 1959
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Dear Friends
“Now when they saw the bold ness of Pe ter and

John…they mar velled; and they took knowl edge of
them, that they had been with Je sus.” (Acts 4:13)

Those around the dis ci ples knew that they had been
with Je sus, for they could see the bold ness and cour age
that was shown in their min is try!  The Lord Je sus was the
great est in flu ence  in the lives of these dis ci ples. 

So, it is with us, the more time we spend with Christ,
and the more we let Him in flu ence our lives, the more
like Him we be come.  When the in ward part of our life is
what it ought to be, then the out ward part will be what it
ought to be.

We are not to have just an out ward show ing and not
give our heart, and life to the Lord.  We are to love God
and His Word with our whole heart.  J. C. Ryle said, “He
that would be con formed to Christ’s im age, and be come a 
Christ like man, must be con stantly study ing Christ Him -
self.  Our bold ness and strength do not de pend on our out -
ward cir cum stances, our per son al i ties, or pos ses sions,
but on Christ alone.

C. H. Spurgeon wrote, “A Chris tian should be a
strik ing like ness of Je sus Christ. The best life of Christ is 
his liv ing bi og ra phy, writ ten out in the words and ac tions
of His peo ple.  If we were what we pro fess to be, and we
should be, we should be pic tures of Christ; yea, such
strik ing like nesses of Him, that the world would not have
to hold us up by the hour to gether, and say, “Well, it seems 
some what of a like ness;’ but they would, when they once
be held us, ex claim,

“He has been with Je sus!”

Paul Da vid Tripp wrote in Lost in the Mid dle:
“God is n’t en ter ing into your miniscule lit tle king -

dom to do ev ery thing he can to make it suc cess ful. In -
stead, he has wel comed you out of your per sonal
king dom al le giance into the his tory-span ning ex pan sive -
ness of his king dom, to be part of what he planned not
only be fore your first breath, but also lit er ally be fore the
foun da tions of the world were laid in place. You were
never cre ated to live with your goals and needs as your
deep est con cerns. You and I were cre ated to know, serve,
love and wor ship him. This means de sir ing that his king -
dom flour ish and his glory to the glory of God than by
what you think would make you com fort able and happy.
So God will do things that rob you and me of our com fort
that in ter rupt our plans, and that even bring pain and suf -
fer ing our way. And he will do this to com plete what he
has be gun in us and in the world. God will take away
what has brought us tem po rary joy in or der to drive us to -
ward the greater de light of his king dom and his righ -
teous ness. And as much as we know this to be true, we

will con tinue to be sur prised by the turns he or dains our
lives to take.”

Sense vs. Sen ti ment, an ed i to rial by T. C. Hor ton in
1921 “The King’s Busi ness:”

“This is a su per fi cial age when there is grave dan ger
of our los ing our bal ance. We are drift ing from our moor -
ings. The Word of God gives us our pre cepts and our ex -
am ples. We are taught in the Word that we should love all
men. No man should be be yond the reach of the love of
our hearts, and this love should be man i fested in our re la -
tion to him by our lives. But true love never thwarts jus -
tice. We should love our chil dren and be will ing to suf fer
for them, but this de mands that we should pun ish them
when they are guilty of vi o la tion of law. Vi o la tion of law
de mands righ teous pun ish ment. Love is not a sen ti ment.
It is a prin ci ple, a prin ci ple un chang ing with God, al ways
ex em pli fied by Him in His Word. Pun ish ment should not
be in flicted in an ger but in tears, though it should be in -
flicted af ter God’s own pat tern. God’s love is a prin ci ple
shown in His grace, His mercy, His long suf fer ing. His an -
ger is shown in His se ver ity. He is an gry with the wicked,
but it is a righ teous an ger, a holy an ger. God hates sin and
ex em pli fied His ha tred of it by pour ing out His wrath on
His own Son. But His love is also man i fested in the sac ri -
fi cial gift of His Son. 

“Our coun try is suf fer ing in tensely to day by rea son
of lax ity both in the en force ment of law and in the pun -
ish ment of law break ers. Jus tice is a joke with the law-vi -
o la tors. One ex cuse given for the fail ure to im pose a just
sen tence for vi o la tion of law is that the jails and pen i ten -
tia ries are over crowded, and it is im pos si ble to ac com mo -
date the crim i nals. If pen al ties were ad e quately
ad min is tered, this would put fear into the hearts of men,
and sen ti ment would give place to com mon sense. Sen ti -
ment breeds weak, ef fem i nate char ac ters. We are charged 
some times with be ing too se vere in our ed i to ri als, in our
po si tion to ward the en e mies of the truth. We are told that
we should be more lov ing to ward them, that we should
treat them as breth ren. There is much of this that is purely
sen ti ment and leads to a com pro mis ing spirit. We love all
men. We love ban dits, and with this same love we love
the de niers of the truth; but we want to call men by their
proper names. We do not call a man a brother, in the light
of the Word of God, who de nies the de ity and blood sac ri -
fice of our Lord and yet who pre tends to be His dis ci ple
and draws his sal ary from de ceived peo ple. We bid him
no God-speed any more than we would the devil, for we
know that he is the devil’s in stru ment and the worst kind
of a de ceiver, for he wears the royal robe as the am bas sa -
dor of Christ while serv ing Sa tan. 

“Tri fling with truth, smooth ing down sin, con don ing
false preach ing, call ing a Bi ble-ban dit a brother,



pussy-foot ing with per jured pro fes sors, is purely silly sen -
ti men tal ism. It ev i dences a lack of Bi ble sense. Worldly
and un godly men re spect the man who re proves and re -
bukes their sin ful ways be cause they have a con science
con cern ing their wrongs. And these false teach ers have
more re spect for those of us who love the Lord and His
Word and who make no com pro mise with them but con -
demn their un holy po si tion. We pro pose to ex pose er ror,
not to ex cuse it. We will con tinue to love these de struc tive
crit ics with a godly love but will not fail to let the light
shine in on their dark and dan ger ous teach ing. We will
pray for them as en e mies of the truth but will not par tic i -
pate in their per ni cious teach ing. We pre fer to be sen si ble
rather than sen ti men tal, to be loyal rather than trai tors. We
can shed real tears over their sin ful do ings, but we will also 
seek to tear away the mask be hind which they hide and let
the light of God’s Word il lu mine the dev il ish soph istry of
their teach ing. Those of us who love the Lord and His un -
im peach able Word ought to be will ing to make no com -
pro mise with sen ti men tal ism of any kind.”

What Our Na tion Needs 

A leader like Mo ses,
Who re fused to be called the son of  Pha raoh’s daugh -

ter, but was will ing to go with God.

Army gen er als like Joshua,
Who knew God and could pray and shout things to

pass rather than blow them to pieces with atomic en ergy.

A food Ad min is tra tor like Jo seph
 Who knew God and had the an swer to fam ine.

Preachers like Pe ter, who would not be afraid to look 
peo ple in the eye, 

And say, “Re pent or per ish,” and de nounce their per -
sonal as well as na tional sins.

Mothers like Hannah, 
Who would pray for a child that might give him to

God, rather than women who are de lin quent moth ers of
de lin quent chil dren.

Children like Sam uel,
Who would talk to God in the night hours.

Phy si cians like Luke, 
Who could care for phys i cal needs and in tro duce their

pa tients to Je sus Christ who is a Spe cial ist in spir i tual trou -
ble.

A God like Israel’s,
In stead of the dol lar god, the en ter tain ment god, and

the auto god.

A Sav ior like JESUS, 
Who could and would save from the “gut ter-most to

the ut ter most.”

Selected

Draw Me a Pic ture of God

A five-year-old girl ran into her fa ther’s stu dio and re -
quested, “Daddy, draw me a pic ture of God.” 

Jack Hamm, well-known art ist and car toon ist, was
star tled for a mo ment.  Hes i tating, he looked at his lit tle
daugh ter.  

She saw he was con fused, and con tin ued, “Daddy, I
know, God looks like Je sus.”  

This was true in sight for the child did not know that
Je sus said, “He that hath seen me hath seen the Fa ther.”

BUT what did Je sus look like?
Last year I saw pic tures which were painted be fore the 

time of Je sus, stat ues which were made long be fore Christ
walked in Gal i lee and a mask of King Tut’s face in the
Cairo Mu seum which was made in 1350 B. C.  How ever,
if any one dur ing the days of His flesh (In car na tion) made
any kind of like ness of Je sus, we do not know about it! 

Liv ing Christ

The Scrip ture tells a great deal about Je sus, but the
Gos pel writ ers made no at tempt to de scribe His phys i cal
ap pear ance!  Per haps this is well, be cause if we had an au -
then tic like ness, we might wor ship the like ness in stead of
the Liv ing Christ! 

Bruce H. Price

Fac ing Trou ble

A farmer plowed around a rock in one of his fields for
many years.  As a re sult, he grew ac tu ally mor bid over it;
for he bro ken a cul ti va tor and two plows, as well lost a lot
of valu able farm land in its vi cin ity.  

One day he made up his mind that he would dig it out
and be done with it.  When he put his crow bar un der it, he
found it was less than a foot thick and he could loosen it
with a trill ing ef fort and carry it away in his wagon.  He
smiled to think how all through the years it had haunted
him.

One day we shall look back on our tri als and our anx -
ious cares and find how need less many of them were, so
un real and yet so dis tress ing.  Then we’ll say,” I’ve had so
many tri als and es pe cially those that never came! 

Pulpit Helps

15



16

noissi
mre

n
nI 

nare
h t

u
L eg

ua
H

 re t
ne

C 
g

n ilia
M 

& 
g

ni
 p

pi
h

S tI-
d

ne
S  

o/c

 .e
v

A tt
ocl

A tse
W 

6
2

0
1

7
3

5
6

5 
N

M ,slla
F s

u
gre

F

Vol ume CVI •  Num ber 4 • June 2023
(USPS 887-740) Dilworth, MN 56529

t
a 

di
a

P 
e

g
 at

s
o

P 
sl

a
 c i

d
 oi r

e
P

7
3

5
6

5  
N

M ,
sll

a
F 

s
u

gr
e

F

Heads Up!

Now here – let us wake up, sing up, preach
up, pray up, pay up, and stay up – but never
give up or let up or back up or shut up unto
Christ, who was caught up, shall come and call 
up the bride – made up of re deemed sin ners for 
whom the Lord was lifted up!

“‘Now when these things be gin to hap pen, 
look up and lift up your heads, be cause your
re demp tion draws near.’” Luke 21:28.

So heads up while the glo ri ous cause of
Christ is to build-up!

           Se lected 

The Hauge Library
We have the fol low ing pub li ca tions avail able for
you.  They can be or dered us ing the en ve lope in the
cen ter.  Post age will be paid by an anonymous do nor.

Altar Steps

This daily devotional was
written by Pastor R.P. Haak -
onson  and was published in
1947.  It is suitable for families
with children.  It has il lus tra -
tions from daily life, and a
strong salvation emphasis. 
Suggested offering:  $8.00.

Mirror of the Heart

This book was pub lished in
1900 by an un known au thor.  It
con tains some very ear nest
med i ta tions and fer vent
prayers.  It also con tains ten
very graphic pic tures of the hu -
man heart.  In side the heart, the
devil is vi su al ized and also
seven an i mals rep re sent ing some of the most prev a -
lent sins found in the heart of the im pen i tent sin ner. 
These pic tures show how these an i mals as sins are
driven out of the heart when the sin ner is con verted
to God, but how they can re-en ter the heart if a per -
son falls away from grace.  One pic ture vi su al izes
the fear ful death of the un godly, and an other shows
the blessed death of the righ teous.  Sug gested Of fer -
ing:  $3.00.

Sinners in the Hands 
of an Angry God

Jon a than Ed wards preached this
re mark able ser mon at Enfield,
Conn. on July 8, 1741.  It was at
night while he was read ing it to a
large con gre ga tion, that the lights 
be came dim and he read with dif -
fi culty, and the in flu ence was so
great on the con gre ga tion that strong men and women
cried and screamed for mercy and even grabbed their
seats for fear they would slide into hell that very mo -
ment.  Sug gested Of fer ing:  $1.00.

Altar 
Steps 

Rev. R.P. Haakonson

SINNERSSINNERS
in the Hands

of an
ANGRY GOD

     Jon a than Ed wards


