
Our Search for the 
Fountain of Youth

he Span ish con quis ta dors were ex plor ers of the
1500s.  These Span ish sail ors were brave, dar ing
men of ad ven ture, search ing for gold and sil ver,
jas per and em er alds, brav ing the un charted seas

of a strange new world.  These Span ish con quis ta dors
were ad ven tur ous peo ple like Hernando De Soto, Fran -
cisco Coronado, and Ponce de Leon. 

 It was in 1513 that Ponce de Leon be gan his search
for it. He first went look ing for it in the West In dies, but it 
was not there, so he sailed to a land called Florida, hop -
ing to find it there.  Ponce de Leon was search ing for the
leg end ary El Do rado, a land where gold nug gets were as
plen ti ful as the peb bles on the sea shore.  Near that leg -
end ary El Do rado was the one thing that ev ery body was
look ing for.  All of his life, Ponce de Leon and ev ery body 
else had wanted to find it.  He was look ing for the “foun -
tain of youth.”   He had sailed half way across the world,
want ing to taste the wa ters from that foun tain of im mor -
tal ity.  He wanted to drink from those wa ters of eter nal
youth and never grow old and die.  And so he came
search ing in the land of Florida hop ing to find it.  He
searched and searched and like ev ery body else that has
looked for El Do rado and the foun tain of youth, he did
not find it.  

Deep down in side ev ery per son to day there is a long -
ing for im mor tal ity.  Not re ally trust ing that there is life
af ter death and at the same time hav ing drives for im mor -
tal ity within, what do we do?  We try to cre ate a sense of
eter nity, an il lu sion of eter nity here on this earth.  To day

we try to pro long life and make life as good and as long
as hu manly pos si ble.  Have you been read ing what the
sci en tists are do ing to pro long and pre serve life?   It is
pre dicted that we may pro long hu man life to 120 years of 
age.  Can you imag ine liv ing to be 120 years old?  No -
body wants to get that old, wrin kled, and se nile, there -
fore drug com pa nies are in vest ing in the skills and ge nius 
of bio chem ists who are de vel op ing an anti-ag ing drug. If
only we can live to 120!  40-50 more years is better than
noth ing.  Not re ally trust ing in God’s fu ture and at the
same time, hav ing drives for im mor tal ity within, we use
sci ence to cre ate il lu sions of im mor tal ity here on earth. 

What else do we do, we the mod ern Ponce de Leons?  
We wear our wigs.  We dye our hair.  We put on fa cial
creams.  We have hair trans plants and face lifts.  We get
busy, busy, busy, try ing to be come so busy that we for get
we are dy ing.  Im merse your self in life.  You only go
around once in life, grab for all the gusto you can.  Pre -
serve your life.  Pro long your life. 

What else do we do?  We pur sue wealth, rep u ta tion,
fame, fam ily, and busi ness.  We try to leave some leg acy
so that we will not fade into obliv ion so quickly.  I think
so much of Hol ly wood is em bod ied by the words of a
song in “Cho rus Line”.  Fame, I’m gonna live for ever,
I’m gonna learn how to fly, I feel it com ing to gether,
Peo ple will see me and cry, I’m gonna make it to
heaven, Light up the sky like a flame, I’m gonna live
for ever, Baby re mem ber my name .

Baby, re mem ber my name, it’s all in a vain ef fort for
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Im mor tal ity.  To be re mem -
bered.  Some peo ple’s great -
est fear is to die and be
for got ten.

All these at tempts at
earthly im mor tal ity fail. 
Ponce de Leon did n’t find
the foun tain of youth and he
died, and so will we if the
Lord tar ries.  Life eter nal is
not in anti-ag ing drugs, not
in wigs, not in dy ing your
hair, and not in fame.  It is the 
same for all peo ple.  The ul ti -
mate sta tis tic is that 10 out of 
10 peo ple die.  

 And so…we are left
alone.  Not re ally trust ing in
God and at the same time, we 
have long ings for eter nity in
our hearts.  This is what
Easter is all about.  Easter is
God’s at tempt to con vince us 
that there is life af ter death. 
Easter is God con vinc ing us
that death has been de -
stroyed, that there is life be -
yond the grave.  Easter is
God con vinc ing us that there 
is no need for us to try to cre -
ate eter nal life here on earth. 
On that first Easter morn ing,
the women came to the
grave, think ing there was
only death, and Je sus ap -
peared to them and con -
vinced them and the other
dis ci ples that there was life
af ter death.  And that same
Power is at work to day, for
Easter is God con vinc ing
you of God’s eter nal love
and life for you and me.

I would like to share a
story I ran across years ago.
“Once upon a time I had a
young friend named Philip. 
Philip was born with Down
Syn drome.  He was a pleas -
ant child – happy, it seemed
– but in creas ingly aware of
the dif fer ence be tween him -
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self and other chil dren.  Philip went to Sunday school, a
third-grade class with nine other eight-year-old boys
and girls. Philip, be cause of his dif fer ences, was not
readily ac cepted.  The teacher was cre ative, and they
learned, they laughed, they played to gether.  And they
re ally cared about one an other, even though
eight-year-olds don’t say they care about each other out
loud.  But he also knew that Philip was not re ally a part
of that group.  Philip did not choose nor did he want to
be dif fer ent.  He just was.  And that was just the way
things were.

 My friend had a mar vel ous idea for his class the
Sunday af ter Easter.  You know those things that panty -
hose come in, the con tain ers that look like great big
eggs, my friend had col lected ten of them.  The chil dren
loved it when he brought them into the room.  Each
child was to get one.  It was a beau ti ful spring day, and
the as sign ment was for each child to go out side, find a
sym bol for new life, put it into the egg, and bring it back
to the class room.  They would then open and share their
new life sym bols one by one.

 It was glo ri ous.  It was con fus ing.  It was wild. 
They ran all around the church grounds, gath er ing their
sym bols and re turned to the class room.  They put all the
eggs on a ta ble, and then the teacher be gan to open them.  
All the chil dren stood around the ta ble.

He opened one, and there was a flower, and they
oohed and aahed.  He opened an other, and there was a
lit tle but ter fly.  “Beau ti ful,” the girls all said.  He opened 
an other, and there was a rock.  And as third grad ers will,
some laughed, and some said, “That’s crazy! How’s a
rock sup posed to be like new life?”  But the smart lit tle
boy who’d found it spoke up: “That’s mine.  And I knew 
all of you would get flow ers and buds and leaves and
but ter flies and stuff like that.  So I got a rock be cause I
wanted to be dif fer ent. And for me, that’s new life.” 
They all laughed.

My teacher friend opened the next one.  There was
noth ing there.  The other chil dren, as eight-year-olds
will, said, “That’s not fair – That’s stu pid! – some body
did n’t do it right.”

Then my teacher friend felt a tug on his shirt and he
looked down.  Philip was stand ing be side him, “It’s
mine,” Philip said.  “It’s mine.”  And the chil dren said,
“You don’t ever do things right, Philip.  There’s noth ing
there!’’  “I did so do it,” Philip said.  “I did do it.  It’s
empty. The tomb is empty!’  There was si lence, a very
full si lence.  And for you peo ple who don’t be lieve in
mir a cles, I want to tell you that one hap pened that day
last spring.  From that time on, it was dif fer ent.  Philip
sud denly be came a part of that group of eight-year-old
chil dren.  They took him in.  He was set free from the

tomb of his differentness.
 Philip died last sum mer.  His fam ily had known

since the time he was born that he would n’t live out a
full life span.  Many other things had been wrong with
his tiny body.  And so, late last July, with an in fec tion
that most nor mal chil dren could have quickly shrugged
off, Philip died.  The mys tery sim ply en vel oped him.

 At the fu neral, nine, eight-year-old chil dren
marched up to the al tar, not with flow ers to cover the
stark re al ity of death.  Nine eight-year-olds, with their
Sunday school teacher, marched right up to that al tar,
and laid on it an empty egg, an empty, old, dis carded
panty hose egg.” (Harry Pritchett, Jr, Lead er ship Mag a -
zines Sum mer 1985) 

 That’s the hope of the foun tain of youth, an empty
egg, sig ni fy ing an empty grave.  He has risen just as he
said.  To have it be Easter and still be at tempt ing to fool -
ishly find the foun tain of youth here on earth?   To have
it Easter morn ing and not re ally trust that God has in -
tended for us to live eter nally with Him?  To have it
Easter morn ing and not to be lieve that there will be mil -
lions of lights on and wait ing for us in the heav enly
man sion?  Why, it is like liv ing in spring time and not
see ing the beauty all around us. 

Easter is God con vinc ing us of the sure and cer tain
hope that our moth ers and fa thers, our grand moth ers
and grand fa thers, our sons and daugh ters, and all those
who have died in Christ are with him.  That is the Gos -
pel.  So, bring out the trum pets!  Bring out the cym bals! 
Bring out the shout ing voices be cause Je sus Christ has
been raised from the dead by the eter nal pow ers of God.

   
“I am the res ur rec tion and the life; he who be lieves

in Me will live even if he dies, and ev ery one who lives
and be lieves in Me will never die. Do you be lieve this?”
(John 11:25-26) — WMA
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Is It Worth It?
Bas ket ball leg end Wilt Cham ber lain still

holds the re cord for the most points scored
in a game at 100.  He was a phe nom e nal
player in deed.  But he was also a life-long
bach e lor and play boy and was fa mous for
stat ing that he had re la tions with 20,000
women.  He died on Oc to ber 12, 1999 at the
age of 63 years.  I won der how he feels about
this now?  “Let mar riage be held in honor among
all, and let the mar riage bed be un de filed; for for -
ni ca tors and adul ter ers God will judge.”   (Heb.
13:4)
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Devotionals for Easter
GETHSEMANE

“Then co mes Je sus with them unto a place called
Geth sema ne, and said unto His dis ci ples, “Sit ye here,

while I go yon der and pray.” (Matt. 26:36)

GETHSEMANE!  A quiet place with flow ers and
up stand ing trees.  There Je sus had His se ver est strug gle.  
All that He is in soul and spirit, in feel ing and dis po si -
tion is made to be sin on our be half.  Now He lies in the
cru ci ble over hell fire.  God, holy and righ teous, meets
Him.  All that we owed was de manded of Him: the ac -
count had to be paid. 

Here in this gar den the mat ter must be set tled in its
deep est es sence.  It was in a gar den that Adam was dis -
obe di ent.  It is in a gar den that Je sus must con quer by
be ing per fectly obe di ent.  If He is not vic to ri ous here,
He will not reach Cal vary, and all is lost. 

Geth sema ne!  Heaven looks down into this gar den,
and lis tens and trem bles.  With quiet strength and com -
plete truth the words sound forth while His sweat falls to 
the ground like drops of blood: “Not as I will, but as
Thou wilt”– “Fa ther, glo rify Thy name!” – and the vic -
tory is won. 

Let Ju das come now; let friends for sake Him.  Judg -
ment and death may now take Him to Golgotha.  Do ye
seek Me?  Did I not tell you that I am He?  Over come by
this blood less vic tory, those rough sol diers went back -
ward, and fell to the ground.  They had not the power to
seize so great and vic to ri ous a Leader: He must urge
them to take Him.  He has tens on to Golgotha. Erect, He
stands forth and moves on to ward death, quiet as a lamb.  
He goes to be made per fect as the Au thor of our sal va -
tion. 

The hour in dark Geth sema ne 
I never shall for get, 
When Christ alone the bat tle fought, 
In grief and bloody sweat. 
Geth sema ne, Geth sema ne, 
I must re mem ber thee, 
Where God’s eter nal Son I saw 
In prayer on bended knee. 

GOLGATHA

“They took Je sus there fore: and He went out, bear ing
the cross for Him self unto the place called the place of 
a skull, which is called in He brew, Golgotha:  where

they cru ci fied Him.”  (John 19:17-18)

Golgotha!  You won der ful, holy hill!  When we
men tion your name, a surge of deep se ri ous ness, a quiet
joy, and heart felt thanks pass through our spirit.  Dur ing
thou sands of years our race looked for ward and longed
for you: and as long as time en dures men will look back
to you.  As the sun lights up the earth, so you with your
cross are our only light. 

Golgotha!  There we meet God and man in one per -
son, hang ing on a tree.  There God and man meet for rec -
on cil i a tion, there sin gets its judg ment, pun ish ment, and
death; there the head of the ser pent is crushed, the en -
mity slain, and peace signed with blood.  There the
heav ens are opened, and opened is the way to the tree of
life; there God co mes to meet us as a Friend and Fa ther;
there the throne of grace is es tab lished, so that we can
draw near to the Holy One with bold ness, and may re -
ceive mercy, and find grace to help us in time of need. 

Golgotha!  Our shel ter in the evil day, our light in
dark ness, our solid rock in the midst of the stormy
ocean, the ha ven for sink ing ships, an an chor of the soul, 
and the way to eter nal life through the grave. 

Golgotha!  The world hates you, and be lieves it can
find the way and gate with out you; but we know of a
cer tainty that when all the lights that men have lighted
are gone out, then you light up the night, and lead all be -
liev ers to the eter nal, per fect day. 

Come to Cal vary’s holy moun tain, 
Sin ners, ru ined by the fall; 
Here a pure and heal ing foun tain 
Flows to you, to me, to all; 
In a full per pet ual tide, 
Opened when our Sav ior died. 

Both devotions from THY KINGDOM COME, 
Ludvig Hope, © Copyright 1939 

Augsburg Publishing, APRIL 4 & 9

Purgatory
Ques tion: “Does the word ‘To day,’ in Luke

23:43, deny pur ga tory?”
An swer: I be lieve it does.  Here was a sin ner

who cer tainly needed pu ri fy ing in the fires of
pur ga tory if any man ever did, yet the prom ise is
for im me di ate sal va tion.  As Erdman says, “Out
of a life of sin and shame he passed im me di ately
into a state of bless ed ness.”

More People Are Asking, John P. Milton,
Copyright © 1943 by Augustana Book Concern
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Ed i to rial
Wayne Almlie

What is the Church?
“And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my

church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18)

I don’t think a lot of peo ple know.  I don’t think a lot of
pro fess ing Chris tians know.  My def i ni tion has steadily
got ten nar rower over the years.  Some of my friends
think it’s got ten too nar row.  If we take scrip ture se ri -
ously, if we take Christ’s words se ri ously,  I don’t see
how we can come to any con clu sion other than that
most of what is out there and is called the church is not
the church, and most of what we see out there and is
called Chris tian, al though it might be re li gious, is not
Chris tian. 

You hear peo ple con stantly re fer ring to re cent sur veys
taken that give us some star tling sta tis tics.  They say
that there is just as much abor tion in the church as out -
side of the church.  They say that there is just as much
di vorce in side the church as out side the church.  They
say there is just as much adul tery, for ni ca tion, por nog -
ra phy, greed, ma te ri al ism and you can go on and list
the sins ad-nau seam.  Now we all know the church is
not per fect and that the church can and does sin, but
those sta tis tics are lies.  Not that the peo ple tak ing the
polls are ly ing to us.  But the poll sters let the peo ple
self-iden tify them selves and they are ei ther ly ing or
de ceived.  We know that Je sus said that many would
self-iden tify them selves as Chris tians and say to Him
“Lord, Lord” and He will de clare to them, “De part
from Me, I never knew you.”

Do you want to read a de scrip tion of the church?  Turn
to Mat thew chap ter 5 and read the be at i tudes.  The first
be at i tude says:  “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs
is the king dom of heaven.”  And the last be at i tude says
in verse 10: “Blessed are those who are per se cuted for
righ teous ness’ sake, for theirs is the king dom of
heaven.”  What’s the “King dom of Heaven”?  Is it not
His new cov e nant peo ple?  Je sus in His ser mon on the
mount tells us how we can rec og nize His church, His
new Cov e nant peo ple.  How does Je sus de scribe the
peo ple who be long to the King dom of Heaven, the
church?  These who are the blessed of God are hum ble,
bro ken, meek, they hun ger and thirst af ter righ teous -
ness, they are mer ci ful, pure in heart, peace mak ers, I
be lieve that means they are evan ge lis tic, they help oth -
ers to find peace with God, and they are per se cuted, not

for their stu pid ity, but for their righ teous ness sake.

 That’s how Je sus de scribes the cit i zens of the king -
dom of heaven, His church.  We need to stop call ing all 
this other stuff the church.  We need to stick to the Bi -
ble’s def i ni tion of what a Chris tian is and what the
church is and have some sur gery.  The church can ei -
ther judge it self, or we can wait for God to do it.  Christ 
will have a pure bride, a holy bride.  The root of the
word “holy” means “to cut and sep a rate”.  It would be
like hav ing a sharp sur gi cal knife, and to cut away a
can cer ous growth and to sep a rate it from the healthy
flesh. It would be like tak ing a cut of beef and cut ting
away all the fat and gris tle and sep a rat ing it from the
good cut of meat.

In or der to be holy we need to be cut away from and
sep a rated from the world, and the word of God is de -
scribed as a sur gi cal knife cut ting deep to the bone and
mar row to re move the sin from our life.  Sanc ti fi ca tion 
de scribes the pro cess Chris tians go through that is
con stant.  As we con tinue to go into the word, all the
fat and the gris tle and tu mors get cut away from our
lives and we grow day by day in grace and ho li ness. 

 The church goes through the same pro cess, at least it’s 
sup posed to.  Through the un adul ter ated preach ing of
the word of God and the ex er cise of church dis ci pline,
mem bers in volved in open sin are ei ther to be re stored
or re moved.  The church is to be Holy unto God and
the spot less Bride of Christ and by God’s sov er eign
Will, it is hap pen ing.  We have a hard time see ing it in
this coun try be cause there is still so much fat and gris -
tle hang ing on.  But be fore any real sur gery can hap -
pen we need a new def i ni tion and un der stand ing of
what the church is. 

For get about all these things you hear about, how
messed up the church is.  Re li gion is al ways messed
up, but not the church.  The church is hum ble and bro -
ken and seeks the plea sure of its Mas ter. 

We must not com pare our selves with other churches. 
We must com pare our selves with scrip ture and trem -
ble.  Lis ten to what God says in Isa iah 66:2,  “But on
this one will I look: On him who is poor and of a con -
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EASTER SUNDAY

“Who was delivered up for our trespasses, and
was raised for our justification.” (Romans 4:25)

EASTER Sunday re cords the great est event in the
his tory of the world.

Made alive in the Spirit, Je sus breaks the por tals of
Hades and opens the way from the dark val ley of death
to the fair land of life.

The power of death is now bro ken. The pow ers of
death must sur ren der also the body.

That is what hap pened on Easter Sunday, when the
body of Je sus was raised from the dead.

This is won der ful.
But the Easter Gos pel has a still more glo ri ous mes -

sage to us who are not only marked by death but are also
in our selves death-sen tenced crim i nals.  It pro claims to
us that the bodily res ur rec tion of Christ is God’s own
sig na ture af fixed to the let ter of par don which Je sus ap -
plied for on our be half.

When God ush ered Je sus out through the por tals of
death and brought forth His body from the tomb, He
made it clear to heaven and earth, yes, to hell also, that
He had put His seal of ap proval upon that rec on cil i a tion
with the race which was ef fected by the death of Je sus. 
There fore the apos tle says: “Raised for our jus ti fi ca -
tion.”

Here we have Easter’s most joy ous mes sage: my ac -
quit tal pa pers with God’s own sig na ture af fixed thereto
have been ready and wait ing for me since Easter morn -
ing.  If I stand be neath the cross of Je sus, I can read the
charge that was against me; but I can see also that it has
all been trans ferred to my Sav ior’s ac count.

In His open tomb I find again my God-given proof
that Je sus has paid for my sins, and I am free.

Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ Je sus that
died, yea, rather, that was raised from the dead, who is at 
the right hand of God! Al le luia!

God’s Word For Today, O Hallesby, Copyright
© 1937 Augsburg Publishing

trite spirit, And who trem bles at My word.”  Have you
ever read God’s word and trem bled?  If so, praise God.  
That is a good place to be, be cause you have rec og -
nized your need for God.  

I am not speak ing per fec tion here, some do. I don’t, I

can eas ily say with Paul, “I am the chief of sin ners”. 
So I am not talk ing about per fec tion, but di rec tion.
Our lives should be mov ing to ward ho li ness, re al iz ing
we will not achieve it un til we are face to face with Je -
sus. 

Is Taking Pot OK for a Chris tian?

Sev eral states have le gal ized mar i juana for rec -
re ational use.  Some people, even in the church, feel
that they can take it.  The rea son ing is that  since it is -
n’t against the law, then it is OK for me.  But what
does the Bi ble say about it?

The Bi ble does n’t spe cif i cally say “You Shall
Not take Mar i juana” but it cer tainly does state what
mar i juana does to a per son is spe cif i cally for bid den.

“Now the deeds of the flesh are ev i dent, which
are: im mo ral ity, im pu rity, sen su al ity,  idol a try, sor -
cery, en mi ties, strife, jeal ousy, out bursts of an ger,
dis putes, dis sen sions, fac tions,  en vy ing, drunk en -
ness, ca rous ing, and things like these, of which I
fore warn you just as I have fore warned you that
those who prac tice such things shall not in herit the
king dom of God.” (Galatians 5:19-21)

The word that is verse 20 that is trans lated “sor -
cery” is lit er ally “pharmakia” where we get our eng -
lish word “phar macy.”  It re fers to a drug that al ters
your men tal state.  It could in clude a “po tion” from a
“sor cerer” that would in duce a spell upon a per son,
but it in cludes ev ery drug that al ters our men tal ca -
pac ity.  The end re sult of con tin u ing to do this is that
peo ple “shall not in herit the King dom of God.” (v.
20)

The Book of Rev e la tion backs this up as it lists
“sor cer ers” as one of the classes of peo ple who end
up in the lake of fire and lost for ever.  “But for the
cow ardly and un be liev ing and abom i na ble and mur -
der ers and im moral per sons and sor cer ers and idol -
a ters and all li ars, their part will be in the lake that
burns with fire and brim stone, which is the sec ond
death.” (Rev e la tion 21:8) This is the same word
“pharmakia” as used be fore.

Pastor Jim Haga



From Our Fellowship Circle

C.K. Forest City, IA
Please re new my sub scrip tion to the Morn ing Glory and
send a new sub scrip tion to: …  I praise the Lord for His
pre cious gift of sal va tion!

Ed i tor’s Note:  The Morn ing Glory is of fered on a free
will of fer ing ba sis, not as a set fee for a yearly sub scrip -
tion.  We want the Morn ing Glory to be avail able to any -
one who wants to re ceive it re gard less of their abil ity to
pay.  We trust the Lord to pro vide for us this way and He
has been Faith ful to us so that His Word may go forth! 
Thank you to ev ery one who sends in pro vi sions for us!

G.H. Waverly, IA
This gift is to the honor and glory of God.

P.G. Fergus Falls, MN
In mem ory of Pas tor Rodney Stueland.

G.&K. S. De troit Lakes, MN
In mem ory of Rodney Stueland.

S.&A. L. Yorkville, IL
In mem ory of Rodney Stueland.

G.&R. F. Bux ton, ND
In mem ory of Rodney Stueland.

B. J. Esterville, IA
Thank you for the Morn ing Glory!  Both my dad (C. A)
and my hus band’s dad (Rev. G.E. J. ) served on the board 
in past years.  God Bless You.  

From a reader in Spain
I don’t miss a sin gle is sue of Morn ing Glory, it is re ally
food for my soul, I am very pleased with its con tent and
also with this web which seems to be the only Lu theran
and evan ge lis tic web avail able, as far as I know.   I never 
for get: Chris tian fel low ship, as sur ance of sal va tion and
sim plic ity in wor ship. You, Amer i cans, are very for tu -
nate to have such a good web, I have not found a proper
way to send some gift from Spain. Go on with the good
work.

Yours in our won der ful Sav iour,
X. S. Spain

Tes ti mony

I have been blessed to be mar ried to a godly wife.  From
the Hulquist farm fam ily in ru ral Belview, MN, they at -
tended the Swed ish Lu theran Church.  Pas tor Rudquist

had in vited evan ge list Os car Knutson for a series of
meet ings.  Her parents were spir i tu ally awak ened dur -
ing his min is try, which helped to pre pare the hearts of
their seven sib lings over the years.

My Minneapolis Pas tor Lindquist had his as so ci ate pas -
tor to be the speaker for a week of meet ings.  Our sanc -
tu ary de sign was a large cen ter sec tion with two small
sec tions on ei ther side.  At the time I was ten years old. 
The five of us sat in a side sec tion with me along the
aisle.  At the end of the mes sage, this Evangelist did as
Billy Gra ham did:  hav ing peo ple stand, and come for -
ward for prayer over the re spond ers.  As soon as we all
stood up, my body be gan to shake and quiver from head
to toe.  I grabbed the seat in front of me to steady my self.  
I wanted to exit, but dad would not have al lowed me to
slip out.

I was sit ting next to my fa ther and I just knew that if he
had urged me to go for ward, I would have re fused.  God
knew that and had a man a few rows be hind us come for -
ward say ing he would go forward with me.  I am so
thank ful that he had been obe di ent to the Lord.  For
some rea son I could not turn down the gen tle man’s of fer 
to ac com pany me.  Je sus Christ has been my Lord and
Sav ior these ninety-one years!  The Holy Spirit has
many ways and means to draw a per son to Je sus.

Bill and Evelyn King of Prince ton, MN

Tes ti mony

A dear old man from Ebenezer Lu theran Brethren
Church in Rolette, ND put me on the Morn ing Glory list
to re ceive this mag a zine 30 years ago.  I read it from
cover to cover when it ar rives in the mail.  What a joy
and com fort and en cour age ment to me.  I am 83 years
old, and ac cepted the Lord into my heart at the age of 14.  
He has been my guide.  I mar ried a Chris tian man 64
years ago.  I give God the glory.

Carol John son of Wil low City, ND

Tes ti mony

Ron Nel son sub scribed to Morn ing Glory for me and it
is a won der ful mag a zine.   

I got saved un der the preach ing of a Lu theran Bi ble In -
sti tute grad u ate, Rev. Leland Evenson in Coon Val ley,
Wis con sin at the age of 14 in 1974.  Be fore he came to
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our church, I thought sal va tion was to pile up good
deeds, church rit u als and church at ten dance and hope I
was good enough for heaven.  But I had no peace and
was quite cer tain I was on my way to hell.  Pas tor
Evenson did n’t try to “bap tize and con firm me into
heaven” like other pas tors.  He agreed we were lost
souls and needed to re pent of sin and re ceive Je sus
Christ as our Lord and Sav ior.  He helped us find as sur -
ance of sal va tion from the Word of God.  Many peo ple
got saved un der his preach ing and many churchly and
un con verted peo ple got an gry at him for ques tion ing
their sal va tion ex pe ri ence.  I was also strongly helped
through evan ge lists, youth teams and the Bi ble camp of
the Lu theran Evan ge lis tic Move ment.   

I have served Free Lu theran Churches in the Midwest
and with the Lu theran Mis sion So ci eties in Alaska for al -
most 40 years.  I cur rently have the priv i lege of serv ing a
won der ful Bi ble-be liev ing, soul-win ning church, Min ne -
sota Val ley Free Lu theran Church in Lakeville, Min ne -
sota and also a small coun try church,  Ho sanna Free
Lu theran of Cum ber land, Wis con sin (4:30 PM ser vices
on the 1st and 3rd Sun days).  We love both churches and
are pray ing for re vival in both of our com mu ni ties.  All
sum mer we have Sat ur day eve ning prayer meet ings
around a camp fire in Lakeville to pray for re vival.

I es pe cially en joy your ar ti cles by the great old pre-1960 
Lu theran evan ge lists and pas tors.  My fam ily loves “Al -
tar Steps” by R.P. Haakonson.  We need to fo cus on the
needy mis sion field of the Lu theran Church around the
world.  I don’t want to give up on a Lu theran re vival. 
My prayer is that God would raise up a Lu theran evan -
ge list who would know how to preach for true con ver -
sions in a way that makes sense to Lu ther ans and is
com ple men tary to Lu theran the ol ogy.  I don’t know of
any Lu theran de nom i na tion or group that has a full-time 
evan ge list who still preaches around Amer ica.  There
used to be many of them pre-1970.  Preaching evan ge -
lism is still ef fec tive if the preacher has the fire of God in 
his soul and a pas sion for the lost.  God bless you at
Morn ing Glory. 

Pas tor Tom Olson, Farmington MN

Ed i tor: Thank you for your tes ti mo nies, it is en cour ag -
ing to hear how God is work ing to day. 

“I Have Seen the Lord”

The first Easter ser mon ever to be preached came
from the lips of Mary Mag da lene, who was be side her -
self with joy.  It was a sim ple state ment, “I have seen the
Lord!”  The dis ci ples did not seem to be af fected by it at

first, for these words ap peared in their sight as idle talk;
and they dis be lieved them.”   (Luke 24:11). It was not
un til they, too, had seen the Lord that they also were
thrilled.  My friends, are you able to tell oth ers with a
heart over flow ing with joy, “I have seen the Lord”?

If the Holy Spirit has not as yet re vealed a liv ing
Christ to you, your faith is dead.  Then you are still in
dark ness.  When you have met a res ur rected Christ you
will know it, for then He will be come real to you.  Oh,
what a joy awaits all ear nest seek ers.  “Ye shall seek me,
and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your
heart.”

Can you imag ine Mary talk ing about the weather on 
Easter day?  I am sure she told her ex pe ri ence to ev ery -
one who would lis ten.  She could not con tain the joy that 
filled her heart.  Friend, is that the way you talk about
Christ?  Or do you have more en thu si asm when you talk
about the ma te rial things of life?

 No one is fit to tes tify about Christ un til he is able to 
say, “I have seen the Lord.”  Thomas was very glum the
week he had to fel low ship with the dis ci ples af ter they
had seen Christ.  He stayed with them, how ever, un til he
too met the res ur rected Christ, and could join the en thu -
si as tic dis ci ples in their tes ti mony.

 If Christ is not real to you, will you not ask Him to
be come real?  He stands at your heart’s door knock ing
and call ing: “Be hold, I stand at the door and knock: if
any man hear my voice and open the door, I will come in 
to him, and will sup with him, and he with me” (Rev.
3:20).  When you open your heart’s door, He be comes
real. Then you too will have joy un speak able as you say, 
“I have seen the Lord.”

Maynard A. Force, Evangelize (LEM) April 1947

Ed i tor: A per sonal note, I knew Pas tor Force, he was pres -
i dent of CLBS when I at tended 1973-1976.  A very hum -
ble and godly man, he had a great in flu ence on my life.

It’s Friday

As we travel down the road of life, we run into a
lot of Fri days.  Fri day Je sus died.  Fri day is the day
that all the dis ci ples hid out of fear.  Fri day is the
dark day, when God seems dis tant.  Fri day is the day
when Sa tan seems to have won.  Fri day is the day
that all your dreams died.  Fri day is the day when
maybe things did n’t go so well at work or at school. 
Fri day is be ing told that a loved one has died.  Yes in
this world it might be Fri day, but do you know what? 
Sunday’s com ing.  And that’s the Gos pel, that’s the
Good News, for the Chris tian, life never ends on Fri -
day.  Sun day’s com ing, and He is risen.  He is risen
in deed. — WMA



Believable…Yet Unbelievable

Satanic Idol

“It dis plays what are de scribed on line as the Seven
Fun da men tal Ten ets of Sa tan ism.  The con tro versy be gan 
bub bling last week af ter a group that calls it self the Sa -
tanic Tem ple of Iowa placed with state per mis sion a small 
al tar on the first floor of the Iowa State Capitol.  It dis -
plays what are de scribed on line as the Al tar to Sa tan ism,
in clud ing the state ment that “the free doms of oth ers
should be re spected, in clud ing the free dom to of fend.” — 
USA To day Dec. 12, 2023

Ed i tor:  “You are of your fa ther the devil, and you
want to do the de sires of your fa ther.  He was a mur derer
from the be gin ning, and does not stand in the truth be -
cause there is no truth in him.  When ever he speaks a lie,
he speaks from his own na ture, for he is a liar and the fa -
ther of lies.” (John 8:44)

Un for tu nately, in our world to day this is far too be -
liev able.  Sa tan is the prince of this world.  Our cul ture
has been handed over to him.  The same week this al tar to
Sa tan was set up in the Iowa Cap i tal, in a Wash ing ton DC
cem e tery they were mak ing plans to re move a mon u ment
hon or ing Con fed er ate sol diers. The same week they are
work ing on re mov ing a Con fed er ate mon u ment be cause
they sup pos edly hate slav ery so much, they erect a mon u -
ment to the one who in spires slav ery.  They erect an al tar
to the fa ther of lies, to the one who was a mur derer from
the be gin ning.  Sa tan hates hu man ity, we bear the im age
of God, ev ery time Sa tan looks at a hu man, he sees one
cre ated in the im age of God and is re minded of the One
he hates above all. 

It’s clear that the Sa tanic Tem ple has no clue who
they are deal ing with.  They state that one of the ten ants
of Sa tan ism is, “the free doms of oth ers should be re -
spected”.  Sa tan is not about free dom, he is about slav ery.  
“Je sus an swered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, ev ery -
one who com mits sin is the slave of sin.” (John 8:34) “For 
we also once were fool ish our selves, dis obe di ent, de -
ceived, en slaved to var i ous lusts and plea sures, spend ing
our life in mal ice and envy, hate ful, hat ing one an other.”
(Ti tus 3:3)

Kids in Public School

DES MOINES, Iowa —The su per in ten dent of Des
Moines Pub lic Schools apol o gized for a so cial me dia post
from a school staff mem ber.  The post, which has since
been de leted, said, “Ev ery day is an other op por tu nity to
force kids in pub lic schools to be gay.” —  KCCI News

Ed i tor:  Eph 6:12 For our strug gle is not against flesh
and blood, but against the rul ers, against the pow ers,
against the world forces of this dark ness, against the spir -
i tual forces of wick ed ness in the heav enly places. 

We need to be aware that the spir i tual forces of dark ness
have taken over our gov ern ment schools.  Not only in
ma jor cit ies but even in a lot of smaller towns. If you have 
chil dren in the gov ern ment schools you should at tempt to 
get them out. If you can’t get them out, be vig i lant, know
what is go ing on, visit your school of ten, get to know the
teach ers, re quest to know what their les son plans are, and
at tend school board meet ings. Grand par ents this ap plies
to you as well if you want to see your chil dren and grand -
chil dren in heaven.

“They’ve al ready come af ter your chil dren and for most
of you, they got them. They got them through the pub lic
schools and in doc tri na tion and uni ver si ties… and you
won der why your chil dren come out not serv ing the
Lord. It’s be cause you fed them, right into the dev ils
mouth.”

    Paul Washer, Mis sion ary and Evan ge list. 

“He alone, who owns the youth, gains the fu ture.” 
    Adolf Hit ler

Rit u al ism

      The ten dency is to ward rit u al ism, and the be lief
that the fore noon ser vice should be left en tirely to the
pas tor, and that all the other meet ings should be led and
di rected by him.  The old Hauge ideal was al ways a shar -
ing be tween the pas tor and the lay peo ple.  At the fore -
noon ser vice the open ing and clos ing prayers be longed to 
the lay peo ple.  The eve ning mes sage was short ened so a
sea son of tes ti mo nies could fol low.  When the min is ter
preached in an other church, or there was a va cancy, the
lay peo ple al ways held their Sunday fore noon lay man
meet ings.  Be sides the weekly prayer meet ing, the mis -
sion so ci ety, or la dies’ aid there was a fel low ship meet ing
— prayers and tes ti mo nies with songs in ter spersed fol -
lowed a brief mes sage or Bi ble study.  All this now seems
to be dis ap pear ing even in the smaller de nom i na tions
among us who of fi cially stand for spir i tual life. The spirit
of the age seems to be to ward for mal ism and pro gram
Chris tian ity. Ex pres sions of Chris tian life on the per sonal 
or der seems to be an up hill ac tiv ity.  Luke-warm ness is in
the at mo sphere.

From the Hauge movement in America, 
Copyright © Hauge Innermission 1941

9



10

Victor Over Death
“Then were the dis ci ples glad, when they saw the

Lord.”  ( John 20:20)

The Lord is risen! He is risen, in deed! Easter has
come es pe cially for the lonely, the sad dened, the be -
reaved, for even to the most heavily bur dened the Lord’s
res ur rec tion of fers mag nif i cent bless ings. Re call what the 
first Easter did to the dis ci ples!  Af ter Good Fri day, when
their Lord was cru ci fied and qui etly laid into the
rock-hewn grave, they had sur ren dered to de spair and
crept into se cret hid ing places.  Yet when they be held
their risen Re deemer, we read, “then were the dis ci ples
glad.”  Once Je sus stepped into the room where the des o -
late dis ci ples hud dled be hind closed doors “for fear of the 
Jews” and told His fol low ers, “Peace be unto you!”  their
ter ror van ished.  Their Lord was def i nitely alive. His ris -
ing from the dead had shown, be yond all doubt, that He
was their God, their Sav ior, their Sustainer in ev ery need,
who would al ways keep His Word.  God grant ev ery one
of the sor row-bur dened that glad ness!  This Easter again
is the fes ti val of free dom from fear, the time which marks
the de feat of death, the be stowal of com fort and cour age,
the pledge of as sured sal va tion, the prom ise of eter nal
life.  May the Holy Spirit help ev ery one of us to day to
turn from our selves, hear the evangel of res ur rec tion, and
thus find the same glad ness that thrilled the first dis ci -
ples! 

Two Ko rean women stood watch ing a fu neral pro -
ces sion. “What sight is this?” said one. “The bury ing of
the mis sion ary’s son,” an swered the other. “That is very,
very sad,” re plied the first. In Ko rea a son is the most pre -
cious of all pos ses sions. “It is not so bad for them as for
us,” said the other sadly.  “They know some thing that
makes them sure that they will get their chil dren back
some day.  We know noth ing about how to get ours back
again.”  We need the dark ness of a hea then sky against
which to see the full glory of Christ’s res ur rec tion hope.
How the Sav ior’s res ur rec tion takes the sting from the
loss of our dear ones, and how it cheers be liev ers as they
ap proach life’s even tide! 

PRAYER

Glo ri ous Sav ior, Vic tor over death: When, af ter Thy
vic tory over the grave Thy dis ci ples be held Thee res ur -
rected, they were un speak ably glad!  By the ris ing from
the grave, Thou didst ban ish their doubts, re move their
fears and quiet their trou bled hearts.  Give us the same
joy ful, con quer ing spirit to day!  So for tify our faith that
we, Thy re deemed, cleansed from all sins, need fear nei -
ther death nor any of the lesser sor rows of life!  Help us,
since we have been raised with Thee, to turn our thoughts

from the per ish able things of life to the eter nal glory! 
Keep us faith ful; give us the crown of life! Amen.

HYMN
When sin ners see their lost con di tion
And feel the press ing load of sin,
And Je sus com eth on His mis sion
To heal the sin-sick heart within,
All grief must flee be fore His grace,
And joy di vine will take its place.

A devotional for EASTER SUNDAY,
Day by Day with Je sus, Wal ter A. Maier 1946

It Is Fin ished!

“It Is Finished!”

Down life’s road my God I fled

‘Til I saw - for me He bled.

“Come to Me,” He gently said.

Sin and darkness veiled the sky,

Demons mocked with hellish cry:

“You are lost, condemned to die!”

Then I saw His anguished face;

Knew He suffered in my place.

Reconciled, a rebel race.

Loud the cry from Calvary:

“It is finished,” ‘twas for me.

I am saved eternally.

Angels, strike up harps and sing!

Mortals, crown Him Lord and King!

He has robbed death of its sting!

Bright our path through earth’s deep
gloom;

Sunlight floods the open tomb;

Pilgrims sing: “we’ll soon be home.”

It is finished, AE Windahl, Poems from the Northland



Christ Crucified
The Lu theran Church has al ways preached, “Christ

cru ci fied.”  It is one of the fun da men tal doc trines of
Chris tian ity.  Christ is the cen ter of Chris tian ity.  With out
the teach ings about His per son and His work, Chris tian -
ity would fall.

 In Mat thew 16:21 it is stated that, “From that time
be gan Je sus to show unto his dis ci ples, that he must go
unto Je ru sa lem, and suf fer many things of the el ders and
chief priests and scribes, and be killed.”  In Mat thew 4:17
a sim i lar junc ture is in di cated by the words, “From that
time be gan Je sus to preach, and to say, Re pent ye: for the
king dom of heaven is at hand.”  Hav ing com pleted the
last-named pur pose, Je sus now plainly states that He
must die.  Veiled an nounce ments of His death have been
given be fore, but now He gives an open dec la ra tion.  It
came im me di ately af ter the con fes sion of Pe ter, “Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the liv ing God.”  It seems that as
soon as Je sus re ceives a con fes sion from His fol low ers as
to His true iden tity, He at once pro ceeds to tell the pur -
pose of His com ing to earth, viz., to die.

 Je sus was now near ing the cli max of His min is try to
give His life as a ran som for sin ners.  Jus tice de manded
the death of the sin ner.  And this death is eter nal sep a ra -
tion from God.  How then could man be saved?  Here was 
the di vine way of pay ing the pen alty.  Christ was to die. 
God had prom ised this to Adam and Eve.  Through out
the whole Old Tes ta ment, the prom ise is re peated.  Now,
at last, He had come to per form that work.  It was di vine
love that had made the prom ise.  It was di vine love that
now had sent Christ.  It was di vine love that was now
send ing Je sus to Je ru sa lem.  This was the wis dom of God, 
but man calls it folly.

 It seems strange that the dis ci ples should mis un der -
stand Je sus in this mat ter, when He spoke so plainly.

 They had dif fi culty in grasp ing that Je sus was to die
and not as cend to an earthly throne.  Nor did they seem to
have any re al iza tion that Je sus would rise from the dead
in a glo ri ous vic tory.

“And Pe ter took him, and be gan to re buke him, say -
ing, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall never be unto
thee.”  To Pe ter, the pre dic tion of Je sus’ death, sounded
like a con fes sion of de feat.  The Mes siah should cer tainly 
not speak thus.

“But he turned, and said unto Pe ter, Get thee be hind
me, Sa tan: thou art a stum bling-block unto me: for thou
mindest not the things of God, but the things of men.” 
Please note that Je sus is here speak ing to Pe ter, who had
just made that mar vel ous con fes sion.  On this con fes sion, 
Je sus said, He would build His Church.  It was not on Pe -
ter.  Can a church be built on such in sta bil ity?  Cer tainly
Pe ter was not Sa tan.  But he was the mouth piece of Sa tan

at the time.  The Pe ters of to day should be care ful.  All
who try to tam per with the great truth, the ne ces sity of
Christ’s death, had better be care ful for whom they are
speak ing.  Pe ter was a de voted fol lower of Je sus, but he
was mak ing a grave mis take.  We can not be lieve in his in -
fal li bil ity, ei ther now or later.

Je sus had to tell him that he was a stum bling block. 
Oh, how many Pe ters and how many church mem bers
have been stum bling blocks to the Lord since!  They
mind the things of man in stead of the things of God. 
Which are you mind ing?  Are you ready to ad mit the wis -
dom of God?  Or are you still mind ful of the wis dom of
man that is try ing to do away with the cross?  Are you do -
ing with out the cross?

Ad mit the wis dom of God and for sake the folly of
man in re gard to the cross of Christ.  If Christ should re -
turn to day and again preach the cross, with out a doubt He 
would again be taken to Je ru sa lem to suf fer and die. 
False hood can not stand Christ to day any more than it did
then.  Let us as Chris tians thank God for the cross that
ended in vic tory in the res ur rec tion.

Rev. J. Henry Bergen, The Bible Banner (LBI) 
March 1942

Ev i dences For The Res ur rec tion

The ev i dences for the Res ur rec tion may be tab u lated as
fol lows:

1. Our Lord be ing what He was, ne ces si tated it.

2. The work He came to do re quired it.

3. He pre dicted it.

4. The empty tomb proved it.

5. Chris tian faith, from the be gin ning of the church is a
lock with out a key, if the Res ur rec tion be not a fact.

6. The ap pear ances of the Lord cor rob o rates it.

7. Paul’s ex pe ri ence and tes ti mony en dorses it.

8. The ex is tence of the church tes ti fies to it.

9. The con vert ing and sav ing power of the Gos pel dem -
on strates it.

10. The life of count less be liev ers for nine teen hun dred
years es tab lishes it.

The Res ur rec tion of Christ proves:

1. That Je sus is the Son of God.

2. That He spoke the truth.

3. That His mis sion was ful filled.

4. That His sac ri fice was com plete and ac cepted.

5. That He is our per fect Sav ior from sin and death.

6. That all who trust in Him for sal va tion shall rise in the
power of His vic tory to live with Him in His  heav enly
king dom.— C.J. Sodergren, Bi ble Ban ner April, 1939
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Scripture and the 
Gay Christian Movement

This is the fourth in a se ries of ar ti cles about the
move ment to ac cept the gay life style within the Chris tian
church, in clud ing same-sex mar riage and or di na tion of
openly gay clergy.  Scrip tural texts will be looked at first
from the Gay move ment’s anal y sis of them and then from 
the exegetical ap proach of what the verses are say ing.

The Levitical Code

“You shall not lie with a male as one lies with a
female; it is an abomination.” (Leviticus
18:22)

“If there is a man who lies with a male as those
who lie with a woman, both of them have
committed a detestable act; they shall surely be
put to death. Their bloodguiltiness is upon
them.” (Leviticus 20:13)

Gay Re sponse

It’s sur pris ing that so many peo ple con tinue to be -
lieve that these ver ses in Le vit i cus some how form the
heart of the theo log i cal de bate about ho mo sex u al ity. 
They are, in fact, of sec ond ary sig nif i cance to the later
pas sage by Paul in Romans 1.  And the rea son for that is -
n’t that their mean ing is un clear, but that their con text
within the Old Tes ta ment Law makes them in ap pli ca ble
to Chris tians.  Much of the New Tes ta ment deals with the
place of the old Law in the emerg ing Chris tian Church.…

Al though it’s a com mon ar gu ment to day, there’s no
rea son to think that these two verses from the old Law in
Le vit i cus would some how have re mained ap pli ca ble to
Chris tians, even when other much more cen tral parts of
the Law did not.  In Galatians 6, Paul goes so far as to say
that “In Christ, nei ther cir cum ci sion nor un-cir cum ci sion
means any thing.”  He speaks of the old Law as but a yoke
of slav ery and he warns Chris tians not to be bur dened by.  
… Chris tians have al ways re garded the Book of Le vit i -
cus, in par tic u lar, as be ing in ap pli ca ble to them in light of
Christ’s ful fill ment of the Law.  So while it is true that Le -
vit i cus pro hib its male same-sex re la tions, it also pro hib its 
a vast ar ray of other be hav iors, ac tiv i ties, and foods that
Chris tians have never re garded as be ing pro hib ited for
them. …

Sim ply be cause some thing re ceived the death pen -
alty in the Old Tes ta ment does n’t mean that Chris tians
should view it as sin ful; there’s too much vari ance for that 

to be a con sis tent and ef fec tive ap proach.  The de fault
Chris tian ap proach for nearly two mil len nia now has
been to view the par tic u lar hun dreds of rules and pro hi bi -
tions in the Old Law as hav ing been ful filled by Christ’s
death, and there is no good rea son why Le vit i cus 18:22
and 20:13 should be ex cep tions to that rule. 1

Bib li cal Re sponse #1

These state ments in Le vit i cus are di rect and are not
vague in the least.  It re minds us that there is n’t one state -
ment in all of Scrip ture that states any thing fa vor able in
the eyes of God about same-sex re la tions.  Any time that
peo ple say that same-sex re la tions are ac cept able when
they are in a com mit ted, lov ing re la tion ship are in vent ing
some thing that the Scrip ture never states.  These state -
ments in Le vit i cus do not say that ho mo sex ual re la tions
are an abom i na tion pun ish able by death un less they are
in a com mit ted, lov ing re la tion ship.  They con demn the
act re gard less of the re la tion ship the two are in volved in.  

The same is true in the New Tes ta ment as well.  The
Scrip tures list ac cept able re la tion ships be tween hus bands 
and wives, but never list any ac cept able re la tion ships be -
tween men with men or women with women in a com mit -
ted, lov ing re la tion ship.  “Wives, be sub ject to your own
hus bands, as to the Lord.  For the hus band is the head of
the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Him -
self be ing the Sav ior of the body.  But as the church is sub -
ject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their
hus bands in ev ery thing.  Hus bands, love your wives, just
as Christ also loved the church and gave Him self up for
her;  that He might sanc tify her, hav ing cleansed her by
the wash ing of wa ter with the word,  that He might pres -
ent to Him self the church in all her glory, hav ing no spot
or wrin kle or any such thing; but that she should be holy
and blame less.  So hus bands ought also to love their own
wives as their own bod ies. He who loves his own wife
loves him self;  for no one ever hated his own flesh, but
nour ishes and cher ishes it, just as Christ also does the
church,  be cause we are mem bers of His body.  For this
cause a man shall leave his fa ther and mother, and shall
cleave to his wife; and the two shall be come one flesh. 
This mys tery is great; but I am speak ing with ref er ence to
Christ and the church.  Nev er the less let each in di vid ual
among you also love his own wife even as him self; and let 
the wife see to it that she re spect her hus band.”  (Ephe -
sians 5:22-33)  

To try and in tro duce two like gen ders into this as an
ac cept able form of mar riage and sex u al ity in mar riage is
to de stroy the very re la tion ship be tween Christ and the
church and the re la tion ship within mar riage it self.  If two

1 The Gay Debate:  The Bible and Homosexuality by Matthew Vines on YouTube.



men are in a so-called mar riage, who is the head and who
sub mits to who?  God’s only de sign for mar riage and sex -
u al ity are one man and one woman.

Bib li cal Re sponse #2

The ar gu ment that these ver ses don’t ap ply to New
Tes ta ment Chris tians be cause they are part of the Old
Tes ta ment Law is to make a sweep ing state ment that is n’t
wholly true.  When we look at the Old Tes ta ment Law,
we see three parts in it:  The Sac ri fi cial Law, The Civil
Law and the Moral Law.  The Sac ri fi cial Law ap plied to
of fer ings of an i mals made to atone for sin that Is rael was
re quired to make.  These are spe cif i cally now done away
with in the New Tes ta ment be cause Christ has been sac ri -
ficed once for all and the pre vi ous sac ri fi cial sys tem is
gone.  “Af ter say ing above, ‘Sac ri fices and of fer ings and
whole burnt of fer ings and sac ri fices for sin Thou hast not 
de sired, nor hast Thou taken plea sure in them’ (which are 
of fered ac cord ing to the Law), then He said, ‘Be hold, I
have come to do Thy will.’ He takes away the first in or der 
to es tab lish the sec ond.  By this will we have been sanc ti -
fied through the of fer ing of the body of Je sus Christ once
for all.” (He brews 10:8-10)

The Civil Law ap plied to Is rael as a civil na tion and
the rules that it used to gov ern the peo ple in that time and
cul ture.   Re mem ber that Is rael was both a re li gious and
civil na tion to gether at the same time, so God could en act
a civil pun ish ment for a re li gious of fense.  “If there is a
man who com mits adul tery with an other man’s wife, one
who com mits adul tery with his friend’s wife, the adul terer 
and the adul ter ess shall surely be put to death.”  (Le vit i -
cus 20:10)  We don’t prac tice this to day be cause we are
not Is rael in that Old Tes ta ment civil law, and it is against
the law of the land to kill adul ter ers.  We let the Civil au -
thor i ties de ter mine which laws gov ern our land and peo -
ple and sub mit to that law.  (See Romans 13:1-7)
Re gard ing un clean ver sus clean foods, Je sus de clared
all foods as be ing clean in the New Tes ta ment:  “And He 
said to them, ‘Are you so lack ing in un der stand ing also? 
Do you not un der stand that what ever goes into the man
from out side can not de file him;  be cause it does not go
into his heart, but into his stom ach, and is elim i nated?’
(Thus He de clared all foods clean.)” (Mark 7:18-19)

The Moral Law was given by God and tran scends
all peo ple of all cul tures of all time.  The 10 Com mand -
ments are still God’s Moral re quire ments of our re la tion -
ship to God and to our fel low man.  Each one of the 10
Com mand ments is re peated for us in the New Tes ta ment
ei ther di rectly or in prin ci ple dem on strated.  The only
change was in ob ser vance of the Sab bath Day from Sat -
ur day to Sunday in ob ser vance of Christ’s res ur rec tion on 
the first day of the week.   (See Acts 20:7 and I Cor. 16:2)

The key thing to no tice here is that we use the New
Tes ta ment to de ter mine what ap plies to us to day in the
New Cov e nant and what does not.  In re gards to ho mo -
sex u al ity, the New Tes ta ment DOES clearly con demn
ho mo sex u al ity and re in forces that part of the Levitical
code for us.     “For this rea son God gave them over to de -
grad ing pas sions; for their women ex changed the nat u ral 
func tion for that which is un nat u ral,  and in the same way 
also the men aban doned the nat u ral func tion of the
woman and burned in their de sire to ward one an other,
men with men com mit ting in de cent acts and re ceiv ing in
their own per sons the due pen alty of their er ror.”
(Romans 1:26-27)

When the Scrip ture states that, “For Christ is the end 
of the law for righ teous ness to ev ery one who be lieves,”
(Romans 10:4) we must re al ize that this means our righ -
teous ness be fore God.  We can’t earn our own righ teous -
ness by obey ing the Law be cause we are sin ners and fall
short of the per fec tion that God de mands.  Christ ful filled 
the Law on our be half through His sin less life, His Vi car i -
ous death and His bodily res ur rec tion.  We are not judged
by the Law as far as our righ teous ness be fore God.  But to 
state that there is now no laws to gov ern the New Tes ta -
ment Chris tian is com pletely wrong.  Does this mean that
the Chris tian is now free to have other gods be fore the
Lord?  Or are we free to com mit adul tery, or steal ing, or
ly ing or kill ing?  No, not in the least!  The Moral Law of
God still guides us in right and wrong, as Je sus Him self
said, “Do not think that I came to abol ish the Law or the
Prophets; I did not come to abol ish, but to ful fill.  For
truly I say to you, un til heaven and earth pass away, not
the small est let ter or stroke shall pass away from the Law, 
un til all is ac com plished.”  (Mat thew 5:17-18)

Pastor Jim Haga

AMBASSADORS UNDER AUTHORITY 

“We are am bas sa dors for Christ, as though God
were plead ing through us.” (II Co rin thi ans 5:20)

What is an am bas sa dor?  He is a rep re sen ta tive and
ser vant of his gov ern ment in a for eign land!  He is not
free to set his own pol i cies or de velop his own mes sage,
but to carry out the will of the gov ern ment he rep re sents.  
In other words, he is a per son un der au thor ity!  

In the same way we are called to live un der the au -
thor ity of Je sus Christ and the au thor ity of the Scrip ture.  
We are ser vants (ves sels). We must live un der the au -
thor ity of the Word of God.  Un be liev ers will not lis ten
to what we say un less we back it up with the way we
live.  Are you a faith ful am bas sa dor for Christ to those
around you?  — Hope for Each Day, © 2002 by Billy
Gra ham
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Has The Church Lost It’s Vision?
Can it be that be cause of good times fi nan cially,

com forts of this world, and self ish ness, that our clergy
and lay peo ple as a whole have had their vi sion dimmed, 
and there fore they do not see the whit ened har vest
fields, the ur gency of the hour, the sun set of the eve of
the Lord’s re turn?  “The har vest is past, the sum mer is
ended, and we are not saved.” (Jer. 8:20)

The trou ble with many of the church lead ers is that
they don’t have any thing for the peo ple but pro grams. 
We can’t give Christ to oth ers un til we have given our -
selves to Christ.  Be cause some of our peo ple are fail ing
us, it does not ex cuse us, be cause where there is no vi -
sion the peo ple per ish.  What are we do ing to live a sep a -
rated and un spot ted life?  The per son who sam ples
God’s Word only oc ca sion ally, never ac quires much of a 
taste for it.  Are you liv ing a life of do’s and don’t’s, or
have you been set free in deed, by Christ him self?  He is
the an swer to ev ery prob lem and the real an swer for this
life and the life to come.  Where your trea sure is, there
will your heart be also.

How con cerned are you in your prayer life, wit ness -
ing, and giv ing?  A hope-so or good luck, is not enough
for a true born again Chris tian to rest on.

Prayer that counts is prayer that arises out of faith. 
True Chris tian faith is not mere fold ing of the hands to
wait for God to do some thing.  It is a liv ing, ac tive thing
that works with God and for God, as a nat u ral fruit, be -
cause He dwells within His ser vants; and we are to look
upon all our pow ers as gifts from God and use them to
help bring about that for which we pray. 

Com pro mise will dim your vi sion, and this can go
so far that you lose your fel low ship with God.  Are you
will ing to stand as a sep a rated per son ded i cated unto
God?  Abra ham Lin coln said, “I must stand with any -
body that stands right, stand with him while he is right,
and part from him when he is wrong.” 
 J. Ed gar Hoo ver said, “I con fess to a real ap pre hen sion,
as long as Com mu nists are able to se cure min is ters of
the Gos pel to pro mote their evil work.”

I have en joyed meet ing you as I have been trav el ing
for the build ing pro gram and am look ing for more bless -
ings from God as I con tinue in your fel low ship and as
you give unto the Lord in your tithes and of fer ings in
this phase of God’s King dom work too.  Let me give you 
an il lus tra tion in clos ing. A well-to-do man came and
asked a com mon per son this ques tion, “How are you
able to give so much and still have so much?”  He re -
plied, “As I shovel out from what I have, God shov els in
and He has a big ger shovel than I have.”  “Let us hear
the con clu sion of the whole mat ter: Fear God, and keep

his com mand ments: for this is the whole duty of man.
For God shall bring ev ery work into judg ment, with ev -
ery se cret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be
evil.” (Eccl. 12: 13,14)

How is your vi sion?  Maybe we should look at the
glo ri ous truth that Christ paid our sin debt on the Cross
that we might be set free in Him.  One soul is worth more 
than the whole world.

Sin cerely in Christ,
Rodney Stueland, Westby, Wis.

Taken from the Dec., 1960 Morning Glory

Ed i tor:    Rev 14:13 And I heard a voice from heaven,
say ing, “Write, ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the
Lord from now on!’” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “so that they 
may rest from their la bors, for their deeds fol low with
them.” NASU

The Lamb Who Was Slain

Two young Moravians heard of an is land in the
West In dies where an athe ist Brit ish owner had 2,000 to
3,000 slaves.  And the owner had said, “No preacher, no
cler gy man, will ever stay on this is land.  If he’s ship -
wrecked we’ll keep him in a sep a rate house un til he has
to leave, but he’s never go ing to talk to any of us about
God, I’m through with all that non sense.”  Three thou -
sand slaves from the jun gles of Af rica brought to an is -
land in the At lan tic and there to live and die with out
hear ing of Christ.

 Two young Moravians heard about it. They sold
them selves to the Brit ish planter and used the money
they re ceived from their sale, for he paid no more than
he would for any slave, to pay their pas sage out to his is -
land for he would n’t even trans port them. 

As the ship left its’ pier in the river at Ham burg and
was go ing out into the North Sea car ried with the tide,
the Moravians had come from Herrenhut to see these
two lads off, in their early twen ties.  Never to re turn
again, for this was n’t a four year term, they sold them -
selves into life time slav ery.  Sim ply that as slaves, they
could be as Chris tians where these oth ers were.  The
fam i lies were there weep ing, for they knew they would
never see them again.  And they won dered why they
were go ing and ques tioned the wis dom of it. As the gap
wid ened and the hous ings had been cast off and were
be ing curled up there on the pier, and the young boys
saw the wid en ing gap, one lad with his arm linked
through the arm of his fel low, raised his hand and
shouted across the gap the last words that were heard



from them, they were these, “MAY THE LAMB THAT
WAS SLAIN RECEIVE THE REWARD OF HIS
SUFFERING!”  This be came the call of Moravian mis -
sions.  And this is the only rea son for be ing, that the
Lamb that was slain may re ceive the re ward of His suf -
fer ing!

Ed i tor: From the Con clu sion of Paris Reidhead’s ser -
mon “Ten Shekels and a Shirt” This is prob a bly the most 
down loaded and lis tened to ser mon of all time. It’s
worth lis ten ing to. I have prob a bly lis tened to it at least
20 times, I’ve even preached a con densed ver sion of it.
https://www.sermonaudio.com/sermoninfo.asp?SID=1
0180222445 

]   ]   ]  ]   ]   ]   ]   ]   ]   ]

Do you know what it looks like to deny
yourself and follow Christ?

In 1813, Adoniram Judson sailed to Burma from the 
shores of Amer ica with his wife Ann.

 He was 24. 
 His wife Ann was 23. 
 They spent their lives for the glory of Christ among

unreached peo ples.
 Be fore they mar ried, Judson wrote a let ter to Ann’s

fa ther ask ing for his bless ing in mar riage.  This is what
he wrote in the let ter:

 “I have now to ask whether you can con sent to part
with your daugh ter early next spring, to see her no more
in this world?

 Whether you can con sent to see her de par ture to a
hea then land, and her sub jec tion to the hard ships and
suf fer ings of a mis sion ary life?

 Whether you can con sent to her ex po sure to the
dan gers of the ocean; to the fa tal in flu ence of the south -
ern cli mate of In dia; to ev ery kind of want and dis tress;
to deg ra da tion, in sult, per se cu tion, and per haps a vi o -
lent death?

 Can you con sent to all this, for the sake of per ish ing 
im mor tal souls; for the sake of Zion and the glory of
God?

 Can you con sent to all this, in hope of soon meet ing 
your daugh ter in the world of glory, with a crown of
righ teous ness bright ened by the ac cla ma tions of praise
which shall re sound to her Sav iour from hea thens saved, 
through her means, from eter nal woe and de spair?"

 Soon af ter ac cept ing Judson’s pro posal of mar riage
and the life of a mis sion ary, Ann wrote to a friend where
she said the fol low ing:

 “I feel will ing, and ex pect, if noth ing in prov i dence
pre vents, to spend my days in this world in hea then

lands.  Yes, Lydia, I have about come to the de ter mi na -
tion to give up all my com forts and en joy ments here,
sac ri fice my af fec tion to rel a tives and friends, and go
where God, in his prov i dence, shall see fit to place me.”

 Ann be came sick and died only a few years into
their min is try.

 Judson spent 38 years there un til his death at 61.
 Judson or ga nized and pub lished the Bur mese dic -

tio nary.
 Judson trans lated the Bi ble into the Bur mese lan -

guage.
 Judson wrote gos pel tracts and dis trib uted tens of

thou sands in the first 6-years be fore see ing his first con -
vert.

 Judson preached the gos pel faith fully.
 Judson, along with his wife Ann, dem on strated

what it was like to deny your self, take up your cross
daily, and fol low Christ (Luke 9:23). 

 *Quotes taken from Courtney Anderson’s book: To
the Golden Shore: The Life of Adoniram Judson 

© Copyright 1987

Pleas ant to the Eyes?

“And the men of the city said unto Elisha, Be hold, I
pray thee, the sit u a tion of this city is pleas ant, as my
lord seeth: but the wa ter is naught, and the ground

bar ren” (II Kings 2:19)

Here is an apt de scrip tion of this world – it looks
eau ti ful from man’s view point, but to the spir i tu ally
dis cern ing, the “wa ter” is bad, and the ground bar ren. 
How true!  The world is a wil der ness wide and it lacks
true re fresh ment for the soul.  Apart from Christ, it of -
fers no spir i tual fruit for God.  But Chris tians can say
with con fi dence, “All our springs are in thee” (Ps.
87:7).  God says in re turn, “From me is thy fruit found”
(Ho sea 14:8).  The world may look pleas ant, but Christ
is the only source of true sat is fac tion. Drink from this
well and you will never thirst again.

Mark Kolchin 
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Only a fool, 
fools with sin
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bring a lost sin ner to be saved and then to fol low Je sus 
in the Power of the Holy Spirit.  This is not ca sual
read ing, but ear nest di rec tion for any one want ing to
take up their cross and fol low the Lord.  Sug gested
Of fer ing:  $12.00

Infant Baptism and
Adult Conversion

This work by Ole Hallesby is
much needed in our Lu theran
cir cles to day as sal va tion solely
through bap tism is pro claimed
far and wide and peo ple are
given as sur ance at a fu neral that
the de ceased is in heaven be -
cause they were bap tized as an in fant, even if they had 
no faith at all.  Hallesby an swers the needed ques -
tions:  Is In fant Bap tism Bib li cal?; Do all those bap -
tized need to make a choice to re pent and fol low
Christ?; Is Con ver sion needed for ev ery one, in clud -
ing those who were bap tized?; Can the bap tized go
lost?  Suggested Of fer ing:  $10.00.

The Hauge Library
We have the fol low ing pub li ca tions avail able for
you.  They can be or dered us ing the en ve lope in the
cen ter.  Post age will be paid by an anonymous do nor.

Altar Steps

This daily devotional was
written by Pastor R.P. Haak -
onson  and was published in
1947.  It is suitable for families
with children.  It has il lus tra -
tions from daily life, and a
strong salvation emphasis. 
Suggested offering:  $8.00.

Mirror of the Heart

This book was pub lished in
1900 by an un known au thor.  It
con tains some very ear nest
med i ta tions and fer vent prayers.
It also con tains ten very graphic 
pic tures of the hu man heart.
Sug gested Of fer ing:  $3.00.

Sinners in the Hands 
of an Angry God

Jon a than Ed wards preached this
re mark able ser mon at Enfield,
Conn. on July 8, 1741.  It was at
night while he was read ing it to a 
large con gre ga tion, that the
lights be came dim and he read
with dif fi culty, and the in flu ence 
was so great on the con gre ga tion that strong men and
women cried and screamed for mercy and even
grabbed their seats for fear they would slide into hell
that very mo ment.  Sug gested Of fer ing:  $1.00.

Spirit and Power

Ludvig Hope was a Nor we gian
lay preacher, writer, teacher and
or ga nizer.  This book is filled
with solid Bib li cal meat for
those who want to walk in depth
with the Lord.  It is writ ten from
a Lu theran piet ist ic per spec tive
and con tains 40 chap ters of ex -
po si tion on dif fer ent as pects of how God works to

Altar 
Steps 

Rev. R.P. Haakonson

SINNERSSINNERS
in the Hands

of an
ANGRY GOD

     Jon a than Ed wards

INFANT
BAPTISM

AND ADULT
CONVERSION

O. HALLESBY


