
Perhaps He Will Smite You!
Charles Spurgeon

“So you should realize that, ‘Just as a parent
disciplines a child, the LORD your God disciplines
you to help you.’” (Deuteronomy 8:5)

can truly say of ev ery thing I have ever tasted in this
world of God’s mercy, (and my path has been re -
mark ably strewn with di vine lov ing-kind ness), I feel
more grate ful to God for the bodily pain I have suf -

fered, and for all the tri als of di verse sorts I have en -
dured—than I do for any thing else.

I am sure I have de rived:
 more real ben e fit,
 and per ma nent strength,
 and growth in grace,
 and ev ery pre cious thing,
from the fur nace of suf fer ing, than I have ever de -

rived from pros per ity.
I know not how to quite ex press my mean ing, but

even de pres sion of spirit and deep sad ness have a par tic u -
lar charm within them, which laugh ter in vain may em u -
late.

“It is good for me that I have been af flicted!” 
(Psalm 119:71)

Pon der and con sider the much grat i tude you owe to
God for His chas ten ing rod. Dwell much in your heart
upon what God ev i dently re gards as one of His dis tin -
guish ing bless ings. Do not lightly pass over what God
would have you con sider. Count the cross and the rod to
be dou bly wor thy of your deep est thought.

“Hear the rod, and Him who has ap pointed it.”
(Mi cah 6:9)

Re mem ber that when ever you are chas tened, you are
not chas tened as a slave mas ter smites his vic tim, nor as a
judge or ders the crim i nal to be lashed; but as a man chas -
tens his son—so are you chas tened.

Your chas tise ment is a sign of son ship; it is a to ken of 
love! It is in tended for your good.

Ac cept it, there fore, in the spirit of son ship, and “Do
not de spise the chas ten ing of the Lord, nei ther faint when 
you are cor rected by Him.” (Heb. 12:5)

It is the Lord your God who chas tens you!  If He
were not your God, He might let you alone!  If He had not 
cho sen you to be His own, He would not take such care of 
you!

If He had not given Him self to be your trea sure, He
might not be so dil i gent in wean ing you from all other
trea sures!  But be cause you are His, He will with draw
your love away from this poor world.

Per haps He will take one child af ter an other from
you, that all the love that was lav ished on the chil dren
might flow to wards Him self.  Per haps He will leave you
a widow, that the love that ran in the chan nel of a hus band 
may run al to gether to Him self.

Per haps He will take away your riches, that the con -
so la tion you de rived from them may be all de rived from
Him.

Per haps He will smite you, and then lay you on His
own bosom, faint and help less—that you may de rive a
strength and a joy from close and near fel low ship with
Him self, which you would never have had if it had not
been that these other joys were re moved.

Bless God for your chastenings!
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Let the sweet est note of
your mu sic be to Him who,
as a lov ing fa ther, chas tens
His chil dren for their good.

So you should re al ize
that, “Just as a par ent dis ci -
plines a child, the LORD
your God dis ci plines you to
help you.” 
(Deu ter on omy 8:5)

“For the Lord dis ci -
plines the one He loves, and
chas tises ev ery son He re -
ceives.” (He brews 12:6)

“I have re fined you in
the fur nace of suf fer ing.”
(Isa iah 48:10)

QUESTION

Can it truly be shown
and with clar ity with Eter -
nity in View that you truly
Love some one who you
know is rest ing in a false re -
li gion?  We all know it is
much eas ier for us to re main
si lent,  but one day we must
give an ac count to the Lord,
and we don’t want to be re -
buked by HIM be cause we
did n’t man i fest or speak the
TRUTH!  James 4:17.

“Open re buke is better
Than love care fully con -
cealed.  Faith ful are the
wounds of a friend, But
kisses of an en emy are de -
ceit ful.” (Prov erbs 27:5-6)
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A Fiery Ordeal

“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal
among you, which comes upon you for your
testing, as though some strange thing were
happening to you; but to the degree that you
share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing;
so that also at the revelation of His glory, you
may rejoice with exultation.”  (I Peter 4:12-13)

Trial By Fire orig i nated in Bed ouin so ci et ies and is
still prac ticed in parts of ru ral Egypt to day. When a sus -
pect is ac cused of hav ing com mit ted a crime rang ing
from theft or prop erty dam age to mur der, man slaugh ter,
il licit sex ual re la tions, rape, or witch craft, and there are
no wit nesses to the al leged mis deed, one may be re quired 
to lick a la dle that has been heated to 600-900 de grees
Cel sius (RED HOT) – if the sus pect’s tongue blis ters, he
or she is found guilty; if the sus pect’s tongue is clear, he
or she is in no cent.  The pre vail ing thought was that God
would di vinely in ter vene and pro vide a mir a cle to bring
about in no cence or guilt.

This may sound pretty ex treme, but there is
some thing very sim i lar that God DOES send us
through – and that is a Fi ery Or deal

The Pain of a Fi ery Or deal

You are go ing to have to un dergo an or deal.   (v. 12
above)  It is one thing to hear that we are go ing to ex pe ri -
ence suf fer ing in our lives as a Chris tian, and it’s an other
thing to hear that there will be times when this suf fer ing
goes on ste roids!  In fact, it will be a FIERY ORDEAL. 
An or deal is mis ery, trou ble, dif fi culty, tor ture, tor ment
and ag ony.  It will be similar to lick ing a red-hot la dle.  It
will be some thing that will shake you to the very core.  It
will bring you to the brink of your san ity to where you
cry out to God and ask, “What is go ing on in my life?”  It
will be some thing that will shake even your faith in God
to the very lim its.  If God is Who He has prom ised to be
in the Scrip ture, then why is this hap pen ing to me?  It can
be at this very time that some peo ple just give up on God.   
“I tried this walk with God and my life ended up worse
than be fore!!!”

So when this does hap pen, don’t think that you’re the 
only one who has to go through this.  Remember the life
of the godly man Jo seph?  Even though he was a Godly
man – he un der went a fi ery or deal.  God gave him a
dream that he would be ex alted above his fa ther or his
broth ers.  The end re sult was that he was de spised by his
broth ers for such ar ro gance and they sold him as a slave
and lied to their dad that a wild an i mal mauled him to
death.

He ended up in Egypt and was able to be Potipher’s
per sonal as sis tant.  He ended up re sist ing sev eral ad -
vances from Potipher’s wife to where he fled from her. 
The end re sult was that she lied to her hus band and Jo -
seph was thrown into prison.

When he was in prison, God was with him and
granted him fa vor.  But that does n’t mean that ev ery thing
was good for him.  He saw the Baker end up be ing
hanged at Pha raoh’s whim.  Would this be his end re sult
as well?  Keep in mind that life in prison was in ter ri ble
con di tions.  Be cause when it came time for him to ap pear
be fore Pha raoh, “Then Pha raoh sent and called for Jo -
seph, and they hur riedly brought him out of the dun geon;
and when he had shaved him self and changed his clothes, 
he came to Pha raoh.” (Gen. 41:14)  So he lived in squa -
lor con di tions with just enough to live on.

How long did this fi ery or deal last?  It started when
he was just a teen ager of 17 and fi nally ended when he
was 30 years old and stood as Pha raoh’s as sis tant.  It was
13 years where he won dered, “Where is God in all of
this?  How long must I have to live like this?  I have lived
in truth and right ness in God’s Ways and this is what I
end up with?”  It would be at least an other 7 years of fam -
ine in Egypt be fore he would be rec on ciled to his es -
tranged broth ers and fa ther.  That is 20 years of liv ing
with pos si ble ha tred, re sent ment and bit ter ness!  This
was the length of time be fore Jo seph could say,  “And as
for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for
good in or der to bring about this pres ent re sult, to pre -
serve many peo ple alive.” (Gen e sis 50:20)  So why does
God send a fi ery or deal to us?

The Pur pose of a Fi ery Or deal

God does not send us a fi ery or deal just to be mean
and ca pri cious.  He has some thing to ac com plish in your
life as a re sult of it.  This Scrip ture is ad dressed to “Be -
loved.” (v. 12 above)  God does not bring this to our lives
be cause He is an gry with us.  He does it out of His love
for us – Which sounds quite strange.  You might think –
“If this is His love – I can well do with out it!” But it is
still sent in God’s Love.  In fact, don’t be sur prised when
it hap pens. (v. 12 above)  In fact, you should be sur prised
if it has n’t hap pened yet!

In our cul ture, we have been so in fested with mushy
love and easy believism that this all sounds quite strange.  
This is ex actly what Pe ter pre dicts will hap pen (v. 12
above) It is viewed as a Strange thing.  Many are quick to
as sign it to op pres sion from the devil when it is n’t that at
all.  It is sent spe cif i cally from God.  In fact, listen to the
ad mo ni tion from He brews 12:

 “My son, do not re gard lightly the dis ci pline of
the Lord, nor faint when you are re proved by
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Him; for those whom the Lord loves He dis ci -
plines, and He scourges ev ery son whom He re -
ceives.  But if you are with out [this] dis ci pline,
of which all have be come par tak ers, then you
are il le git i mate chil dren and not sons.” (Heb.
12:5-6, 8)  

So you should be more con cerned if it has n’t
hap pened to you!

Fi ery Or deals come for your test ing. (v. 12 above) 
God will test ev ery one who claims faith in Je sus to see if 
it is gen u ine.  Are you re ally se ri ous about God and Je -
sus?  Is He re ally more im por tant to you than any thing
else in life?  God al ready knows the an swer to that ques -
tion – but He wants you to know.  God put Abra ham to
the test to see if his faith was truly gen u ine.  – and that
test was to sac ri fice his only son! Talk about a fi ery or -
deal!  So God will put you to the test.

A Fi ery Or deal co mes for you to Share the Suf fer -
ings of Christ. (v. 13  above)  It is n’t that Je sus’ suf fer -
ings on the cross were n’t suf fi cient to save you en tirely. 
It is n’t that we are go ing to suf fer or even die for the sins
of oth ers.  But what Je sus ex pe ri enced in His suf fer ing is 
what you will ex pe ri ence in your suf fer ings.  Je sus went
through a fi ery or deal in His suf fer ings.  Je sus prayed in
the Gar den of Geth sema ne so in tense that His sweat be -
came drops of blood.  He said, “My soul is deeply
grieved, to the point of death …” (Matt. 26:38)  God
was call ing Him to die a hor rid death by tor ture for the
sins of all man kind, and bear the wrath of God in the
pro cess!  Talk about a Fi ery Or deal.  In His dark est
mo ment of strug gle and sur ren der, He was met with an
an swer of NO when He cried out for an other way.  It was 
when Je sus suf fered the most when He called upon God
the hard est – “In the days of His flesh He of fered up both 
prayers and sup pli ca tions with loud cry ing and tears to
the One able to save Him from death, and was heard be -
cause He feared.” (Heb. 5:7)

So one of the things you will learn as you share the
Suf fer ings of Christ.  When your Fi ery Or deal hits –
You will call upon God like never be fore.  It will come
from a bro ken heart out of a soul in ab so lute des per a -
tion.  Hannah prayed in bit ter ness of soul with weep ing
and fast ing when her fi ery or deal hit – Not even able to
speak her prayer.  “But Hannah an swered and said,
“No, my lord, I am a woman op pressed in spirit; I have
drunk nei ther wine nor strong drink, but I have poured
out my soul be fore the LORD.”  (I Sam uel 1:15)

The other side of Sharing in Christ’s Suf fer ings is
Be ing For saken.  When Je sus went to the cross – He
took our sin upon Him self.  When He did – God turned
away from Him and left Him all alone.  When Je sus was

in the midst of His great est suf fer ing, He cried out “My
God, My God, Why have you for saken me?”  Just when
He needed help from God – He was for saken by Him –
and left all alone.  This will be your ex pe ri ence as well.  
When your fi ery or deal hits, you will call upon God and
He won’t be any where to be found.  It will be like your
cries don’t make it any fur ther than the ceil ing.  The
very words that Je sus cried on the cross were ac tu ally
the same words that King Da vid cried once, “My God,
my God, why hast Thou for saken me?  Far from de liv er -
ance are the words of my groan ing.  O my God, I cry by
day, but Thou dost not an swer; and by night, but I have
no rest.” (Ps. 22:1-2)  He ex pe ri enced be ing for saken
from God like Je sus did – Like you will.

A Fi ery Or deal co mes for you to Set proper pri or i -
ties in Life.  God sets the limit on your or deal of suf fer -
ing.  In verse 13 above, it says,  – TO THE DEGREE
THAT YOU SHARE.  God knows the limit and will not
go be yond that limit.  He knows what you can take.  The
Fi ery Or deal works to get your eyes off this pres ent life
and look for ward to the com ing of Christ.  When He re -
turns – That is when we will re joice with ex ul ta tion.

Fi ery or deals teach us to have a hard look at our
lives and ask what re ally is im por tant.  Maybe your life
in God is start ing to drift – Maybe you’re get ting too in -
volved in the af fairs of your daily life – Maybe you’re
too earthly minded to be any heav enly good.  Maybe a
lot of what you are de vot ing your time to will not re ally
ben e fit you or the King dom of God in the long run. 
Maybe it has been go ing on for a long time and God has
been try ing to get your at ten tion – to no avail.  So God
re sorts to a fi ery or deal – To make you stop and re ally
take stock of your life.  Be cause life in this world is
very short and most of us as sume that we have plenty of
time left, when this is n’t nec es sar ily so.  Psalm 90:12
tells us, “So teach us to num ber our days that we may
pres ent to Thee a heart of wis dom”  Be cause it won’t be
un til heaven when our true life and pur pose will come to 
bear. (v. 13 above)

Dear reader, has a fi ery or deal come upon your life?
Even those clos est to you won’t re al ize the tra vail of
soul that you are go ing through.  But when it does – Re -
al ize these things:
1) It is sent by God in His Love for You

2) It is the nor mal part of walk ing with the Lord – It is
not pun ish ment for sin

3) It is sent to ac com plish a pur pose in your life

4) The pres ent suf fer ing will not be the fi nal glory
“Weeping en dures for a night, but joy com eth in 
the morn ing.” (Ps. 30:5)

Pastor Jim Haga



A Man Who Faced a Fiery Ordeal
Horatio Gates Spafford, was a Chi cago law yer who –

al though pre vi ously suc cess ful – had suf fered set backs
when his con sid er able real es tate in vest ments were lost
dur ing the Great Chi cago Fire of 1871. His fi nances took
an other hit dur ing the Panic of 1873 fi nan cial cri sis. Af ter
two rough years, he de cided to al le vi ate some of his fam -
ily’s stress by giv ing them a change of scen ery.

Plans were made for the fam ily (in clud ing Horatio, his 
wife Anna, and their four daugh ters) to jour ney to Eu rope
in No vem ber 1873 via the French iron steam ship Ville du
Havre. Horatio ac com pa nied them to New York, but at the
last min ute had to change his plans be cause of a busi ness
ob li ga tion. He sent his fam ily on ahead, prom is ing to join
them in time. Wife Anna and daugh ters An nie (b. 1862),
Mar ga ret Lee (b. 1864), Eliz a beth (b. 1868), and Tanetta
(b. 1871) set sail on No vem ber 15th.

His fam ily never reached their des ti na tion and he
never saw his four daugh ters again.

Ironically, the Ville du Havre’s cap tain as sured Anna
Spafford and other pas sen gers that his ship was very safe
and the voy age would be an easy one. A week into the
voy age, on 22 No vem ber 1873, the liner col lided with the
Brit ish clip per Loch Earn. Even as the ship was struck,
sound ing like an ex plo sion ac cord ing to pas sen gers, the
cap tain told ev ery one “it’s noth ing, noth ing.” As the ship
be gan to take on wa ter, the crew as sured pas sen gers that
the ship was too safe to sink.*

But they were wrong; the Ville du Havre sank in just
12 min utes, kill ing an es ti mated 226 peo ple – in clud ing all 
four of the Spafford daugh ters. Anna sur vived the ship -
wreck by cling ing to a float ing plank.

As any one can imag ine, the ac counts of the Ville du
Havre sink ing are ter ri fy ing. Heartbreakingly, in the last
mo ments of daugh ter An nie Spafford’s life she is re corded 
as pro claim ing: “Don’t be afraid. The Sea is His and He
made it.” As Anna was thrown into the sea, she felt her
baby Tanetta pulled out of her arms by the rough waves. 
All four daugh ters drowned. When Anna was fi nally res -
cued she was un con scious, float ing on a piece of de bris.

The res cue ship Tremountain took the sur vi vors to
Car diff. Dur ing this voy age Anna said few words. A friend 
who had also sur vived the sink ing, cler gy men Thoeophile
Lorriaux, was with her when she fi nally ut tered the words:
“God gave me four daugh ters. They have been taken. One
day I shall un der stand why. I will un der stand why.”

Once Anna ar rived in Car diff she sent a tele gram to
her hus band in Chi cago that must have dev as tated him:

Saved, but saved alone. What shall I do?
Horatio left Chi cago to meet Anna, who was stay ing

with friends in France. At one point dur ing the voy age, the 

ship’s cap tain sum moned Horatio to his cabin and ex -
plained that he had de ter mined the ex act spot where the
Ville du Havre had gone down. He let Horatio know that
they were at that mo ment pass ing that very spot. Horatio
then re turned to his own cabin and, lean ing for strength on
his tre men dous faith in God, wrote his fa mous hymn:  

It Is Well With My Soul

When peace like a river, attendeth my way
When sor rows like sea bil lows roll
What ever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say:
It is Well, It is Well, With My Soul

KellyGoshorn.com, March 30, 2018

All To gether Now 

“With one mind and one voice …glo rify the God and 
Fa ther of our Lord Je sus Christ.”  (Romans 15:6)

While Nich o las Tay lor was boarding a train in Perth,
Aus tra lia, his leg be came wedged in the gap be tween the
plat form and a com mu ter car.  When safety of fi cials could
not free him, they co or di nated the ef forts of nearly 50 pas -
sen gers who lined up and, on the count of three, pushed
against the train.  Work ing in uni son, they shifted the
weight just enough to free Tay lor’s leg.  

The apos tle Paul rec og nized the power of Chris tians
work ing to gether in many of his let ters to the early church.  
He urged the Ro man be liev ers to ac cept each other the
way Christ had ac cepted them and said, “(May God) give
you the same at ti tude of mind to ward each other that
Christ Je sus had, so that with one mind and one voice you
may glo rify the God and Fa ther of our Lord Je sus Christ”
(Rom. 15:5-6).

Unity with other be liev ers en ables us to broad cast
God’s great ness and also helps us to en dure per se cu tion. 
Knowing that the Philippians would pay a price for their
faith, Paul en cour aged them to strive “to gether as one for
the faith of the gos pel with out be ing fright ened in any way
by those who op pose you” (Phil. 1:27-28).

Sa tan loves to di vide and con quer, but his ef forts fail
when with God’s help, we “make ev ery ef fort to keep the
unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3).

     Jennifer Benson Schuldt
Dear God, please let Chris tians ev ery where ex pe ri -

ence the bless ing of unity in You.  Re mind us of what we
have in com mon: one hope, one faith, and one Lord – Je -
sus Christ.

Our unity co mes from our un ion with Christ.

© 2016 Our Daily Bread Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI, 
Permission Granted.
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Guest Ed i to rial 
JRH

Revival
“Be hold, I long for Thy pre cepts; Re vive me through Thy righ teous ness.”  

(Psalm 119:40)

Most of us have heard of the “re vival” that took place
at Asbury Col lege re cently.  Af ter a cha pel ser vice, the 
stu dents stayed in the cha pel and be gan a 24/7 time of
sing ing, pray ing and wor ship to the Lord that went on
non-stop for two weeks.  It be came so pop u lar that
many of the  sec u lar news agencies picked up on it and
reported on it.  Sup pos edly, stu dents from this move -
ment went to other churches and had “re vival” break
out in those places as well.  What is re ally unique
about this is that a pre vi ous revival hap pened in this
very school in 1970 and this one took place in the same 
place al most to the very day that the pre vi ous one hap -
pened.  How are we to eval u ate this?  Is this a true
move of God or sim ply a stir ring up of the flesh?

When we look in the Scrip tures, we see that when a
true awak en ing of peo ple takes place that there is a
deep move of re pen tance that takes place.  This is what 
the Scrip ture at the top of the page re flects upon:  God
re vives us in His righ teous ness.  We can also look at
times when God’s peo ple went away from Him and
what God did to bring them back.  In Ezra 9:3-8, we
read of Ezra the priest’s prayer of re pen tance for the
peo ple.  “And when I heard about this mat ter, I tore my 
gar ment and my robe, and pulled some of the hair from 
my head and my beard, and sat down ap palled.   Then
ev ery one who trem bled at the words of the God of Is -
rael on ac count of the un faith ful ness of the ex iles gath -
ered to me, and I sat ap palled un til the eve ning
of fer ing.  But at the eve ning of fer ing I arose from my
hu mil i a tion, even with my gar ment and my robe torn,
and I fell on my knees and stretched out my hands to
the Lord my God;  and I said, “O my God, I am
ashamed and em bar rassed to lift up my face to Thee,
my God, for our in iq ui ties have risen above our heads, 
and our guilt has grown even to the heav ens.  Since the 
days of our fa thers to this day we have been in great
guilt, and on ac count of our in iq ui ties we, our kings
and our priests have been given into the hand of the
kings of the lands, to the sword, to cap tiv ity, and to
plun der and to open shame, as it is this day.  But now
for a brief mo ment grace has been shown from the
Lord our God, to leave us an es caped rem nant and to

give us a peg in His holy place, that our God may en -
lighten our eyes and grant us a lit tle re viv ing in our
bond age.”

When the peo ple heard this re pen tance, “Now while
Ezra was pray ing and mak ing con fes sion, weep ing
and pros trat ing him self be fore the house of God, a
very large as sem bly, men, women, and chil dren, gath -
ered to him from Is rael; for the peo ple wept bit terly.” 
(Ezra 10:1)  

We see this as well in re viv als from the past.  When
Jon a than Ed wards preached his fa mous ser mon Sin -
ners in the Hands of an An gry God, “the in flu ence was 
so great on the con gre ga tion that strong men and
women cried and screamed for mercy and even
grabbed their seats for fear they would slide into hell
that very mo ment.”  (See page 16 to or der this)  When
Evan ge list Billy Sunday preached in Bloomington, Ill
on March 30, 1908, 84 sa loons went out of busi ness
and the line of peo ple pub licly dem on strat ing that they 
were leav ing al co hol went on for blocks.  (Billy
Sunday by Bruce Lockerbie, pg. 32)

These are the true marks of true re vival.  Is this what
we see hap pen ing in the Asbury Re vival?  I think that
there were peo ple who were con victed of their sins and 
did re pent and come to Je sus for for give ness of sins. 
In this as pect, I be lieve that this was an awak en ing
from God.  But did this Awakening from God ac com -
plish what God would bring?

It is com mon knowl edge that Asbury Col lege and Uni -
ver sity are af fil i ated with the United Meth od ist
Church and that they train peo ple to be min is ters for
the Meth od ist Church.  Right now, the United Meth -
od ist Church is go ing through a split over the is sue of
ho mo sex u al ity and gay mar riage.  The godly peo ple in 
the United Meth od ist Church have left and started a
new de nom i na tion called the Global Meth od ist
Church.  If there was a gen u ine re sponse to the Awak -
en ing of God, there would be gen u ine repentance
OVER THIS VERY ISSUE!  Yet this has not been the
case.  In fact, there is ev i dence that they are still hold -
ing to their un godly ways in this mat ter.  



A River That Makes Glad the City of God

(This is part of a mes sage given by the Rev. Evald J.
Conrad on the oc ca sion of his in stal la tion as di rec tor of
the Lu theran Evan ge lis tic Move ment, Sunday af ter noon, 
July 25 1948)

We all know that in Amer ica to day there are thou -
sands who are preach ing a per verted gos pel. Nearly all
kinds of preach ing are given the care less ti tle, “gos pel
preach ing.” Oh, how very im por tant it is to know the full
and deep mean ing of the gos pel. Paul said that the gos pel
is the power of God unto sal va tion to ev ery one that be -
lieves. What is the gos pel? Paul an swers this ques tion
most clearly in I Co rin thi ans 15:1-4: “Now I make
known unto you, breth ren, the gos pel which I preached
unto you, which also ye re ceived, wherein also ye stand,
by which also ye are saved, if ye hold fast the word which 
I preached unto you, ex cept ye be lieved in vain. For I de -
liv ered unto you first of all that which also I re ceived:
that Christ died for our sins ac cord ing to the scrip tures;
and that he was bur ied; and that he hath been raised on
the third day ac cord ing to the scrip tures.” Here are the
high points Paul men tions as es sen tials in pre sent ing the
gos pel:

1. It is ac cord ing to the Scrip tures. It is based on the
Word of God, and the source ma te rial is found in the in -
spired Word of God.

2. It is based on the per son and re demp tive work of
Christ, He died for our sins ac cord ing to the Scrip tures.
This is the heart of the gos pel. He is the pro pi ti a tion and
cov er ing for all our sins through His substitutionary
death when He bore our sins in our stead and for us.
With out the mes sage of atone ment there is no gos pel. We
con tinue with Paul’s def i ni tion of the gos pel. He was bur -
ied and He rose again the third day ac cord ing to the
Scrip tures. The gos pel mes sage pro claims, He is risen for 
our jus ti fi ca tion; He is liv ing; He is in our midst.

3. Let us see what Paul says about how this gos pel
be comes ef fec tive in our lives, or how we and oth ers be -
come “gospelized” or evan ge lized:

The steps Paul here enu mer ates are very im por tant:
a. The gos pel must be preached. Peo ple are saved by

the fool ish ness of preach ing. Preaching is im por tant.
b. The gos pel must be re ceived. “As many as re -

ceived him, to them gave he the right to be come chil dren
of God.”

c. We must stand on this gos pel. We must build our
hope, faith and trust in noth ing less than Je sus’ blood and
righ teous ness. We stand on His prom ises.

d. Finally, Paul says, this gos pel must be kept. “By
which also ye are saved, if ye hold fast the word which I
preached unto you.”

This gos pel will be re ceived by re pen tant, bro ken
peo ple. The self-righ teous have no need, no open door
for the gos pel. So the mes sage must be law and gos pel if
the Move ment shall be a bless ing. When peo ple have
been led to re pen tance through the preach ing of the
Word, there will be a deep long ing and hun ger for the
sav ing gos pel. There will be no need to use hu man
high-pres sure meth ods of per sua sion to get such peo ple
to ac cept Christ. Even in our day such peo ple will cry out, 
“What shall we do?“ What a joy it is to tell needy, re pen -
tant sin ners: Je sus died for you; He car ried all your sins in 
His own body on the tree; His blood cleanses from all sin; 
your sins which are many are for given, de part in peace!
God grant us grace to preach the true, un adul ter ated, sav -
ing gos pel of Je sus Christ.

From the book “The Chris tian War fare.”

Mes sages De livered at the Tenth An ni ver sary Of the
Lu theran Evan ge lis tic Move ment Lu theran Deeper Life
Con fer ence, July 19-25, 1948 at Mis sion farms on Med i -
cine Lake near Min ne ap o lis.  Copy right © 1949 by the
Lu theran Evan ge lis tic Move ment, Min ne ap o lis, MN.
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Be cause of this, I don’t be lieve that we could call this a 
re vival, but rather an awak en ing that ac com plished
some things but fell short of what God re ally in tended.  
The dan ger of this is that when peo ple view this as a
true re vival and move of God, they can be de luded into 
be liev ing that the Gay Chris tian Move ment is OK be -
cause this “re vival” never ad dressed this or did away

with it.  I be lieve that if this were a true move of God
that masses of peo ple would have ac knowl edged this
as sin, re pented of it, and then de manded that the
School change their stance on this, or they would leave 
in droves, because the marks of true re vival are re pen -
tance and change, not just sing ing songs all day long.
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Believable…Yet Unbelievable
Advocates file suits against states’
abortion pill restrictions 

Sup port ers of abor tion rights filed sep a rate law suits
Wednes day chal leng ing two states’ abor tion pill re stric -
tions, the open ing salvo in what’s ex pected to a be a pro -
tracted le gal bat tle over ac cess to the med i ca tions. 

The law suits ar gue that lim its on the drugs in North
Carolina and West Virginia run afoul of the fed eral au -
thor ity of the U.S. Food and Drug Ad min is tra tion (FDA), 
which has ap proved the abor tion pill as a safe and ef fec -
tive method for end ing preg nancy. 

The cases were brought by a North Carolina phy si -
cian who pre scribes the pill, mifepristone, and
GenBioPro, which makes a ge neric ver sion of the drug
used in West Virginia. 

While the law suits tar get spe cific state laws, they
rep re sent key le gal tests that could de ter mine ac cess to
abor tion for millions of women. The lit i ga tion turns on a
long stand ing le gal prin ci ple that fed eral law, in clud ing
FDA de ci sions, pre empt state laws. In deed, few states
have ever tried to fully ban an FDA- ap proved drug be -
cause of past rul ings in the agency’s fa vor. …

North Carolina bans nearly all abor tions af ter 20
weeks, with nar row ex cep tions for ur gent med i cal emer -
gen cies. Any phy si cian pre scrib ing med i ca tion for abor -
tion is re quired to be in the same room as the pa tient when 
ad min is ter ing the drug. The state also re quires coun sel -
ing be fore re ceiv ing the drug. …

The FDA ap proved mifepristone in 2000 to end preg -
nancy, when used in com bi na tion with a sec ond drug,
misoprostol. The com bi na tion is ap proved for use up to
the 10th week of preg nancy. 

In late 2021, the agency elim i nated the in-per son re -
quire ment for the pill, say ing a new sci en tific re view
showed no in crease in safety com pli ca tions if the drug is
taken at home. That change also per mit ted the pill to be
pre scribed via telehealth con sul ta tions and shipped by
mail-or der phar ma cies. 

Ear lier this year the FDA fur ther loos ened re stric -
tions by al low ing brick-and-mor tar phar ma cies to dis -
pense the drug, pro vided they un dergo cer tif i ca tion. 

Taken from Star Tribune, 1/26/23

Conversion therapy ban advances

[Min ne sota] House votes to end an ap proach that has
been used on LGBT mi nors. Men tal health pro vid ers in
Min ne sota would be pro hib ited from per form ing con ver -
sion ther apy - a dis cred ited prac tice that seeks to change a 

per son’s sex ual ori en ta tion or gen der iden tity - on mi nors
and vul ner a ble adults un der a bill passed by the state
House on Mon day. …

“These treat ments are in ef fec tive and lead to de pres -
sion, de creased self-es teem, sub stance abuse, self-harm
and sui cide,” said state Rep. Athena Hollins, DFL-St.
Paul, who spon sored the bill in the House. “We must
move past the idea that queer peo ple can choose their sex -
u al ity and gen der iden tity and let them show up as their
full, glo ri ous, au then tic selves.” …

“This prac tice needs to be banned,” Dib ble said. “It is 
hei nous. It is ab hor rent. It does ac tive harm to peo ple and
their lives. Min ne sota is better than this.” 

Min ne sota would join 20 other states that have
banned con ver sion ther apy for mi nors if the bill be comes
law. 

Taken from the Star Tribune, Feb. 21, 2023

Ed i tor’s Note:  There is po ten tially in this amend -
ment a pro vi sion to pro tect clergy us ing con ver sion ther -
apy in their con gre ga tions.  If this does n’t hold, then a
pas tor could be ar rested for tell ing peo ple who are in -
volved in this that they need to re pent.

Dying seek legal right to aid their passing

[DeeDee Welles is dy ing from ovar ian can cer.]Now,
she does n’t want her kids to have to watch her in ag ony at
the end.  “I know what’s com ing, which is both good and
bad,” said Welles. “It was aw ful see ing [her mother] suf -
fer. My kids, will po ten tially see me suf fer a long time. I
don’t be lieve it needs to go that way.”

Welles is part of a re newed push at the State Capitol
to al low ter mi nally ill pa tients to seek a pre scrip tion from
their doc tor for med i ca tion to end their life. A pro posal
has been in tro duced in both cham bers to have Min ne sota
join 10 other states that al ready al low aid in dy ing – in -
clud ing Or e gon, the first state to ap prove the mea sure
more than 25 years ago. 

Link ing it to the de bate over abor tion ac cess, ad vo -
cates ar gue Min ne so tans de serve bodily au ton omy at the
end of their life, too.

Min ne sota Cit i zens Con cerned for Life (MCCL), the 
state’s larg est anti-abor tion group, says it ad vo cates for
all hu man life from con cep tion un til nat u ral death. 

“Peo ple who are at risk of sui cide de serve our pro tec -
tion,” said Ca thy Blaeser, coex ec u tive di rec tor of
MCCL. “Those fac ing an ad verse, prog no sis or the chal -
lenges of dis abil ity de serve our con cern and pro tec tion
no less than phys i cally healthy and ablebod ied peo ple.”



“It’s an op tion peo ple should have if they want to.
There are protections in place to make sure it’s not
abused,” said Rep. Mi chael Freiberg, DFL-Golden Val ley, 
who has spon sored the mea sure in the House for sev eral
years. “There are de cades of data from Or e gon and other
states that have this on the books that show it’s a safe op -
tion.”

The leg is la tion re quires the per son to be 18 years or
older and of “sound mind” when mak ing the de ci sion. A
doc tor must de ter mine the per son has six months or less to
live, and pa tients must at test that they’ve been fully in -
formed of all of their treat ment op tions. 

Pa tients have to make the de ci sion vol un tarily and
free of co er cion. Un der the bill, it’s a fel ony for some one
to pres sure a ter mi nally ill per son into seek ing the med i ca -
tion. Once they re ceive the pre scrip tion, pa tients must ad -
min is ter it them selves, un less they change their mind.
In di vid ual phy si cians and health care sys tems can opt out.

Taken from the Star Tribune, March 3, 2023

Ed i tor’s Note:  When peo ple have no re spect for life
of the un born, the next log i cal step is to have no re spect for 
life of an el derly or ter mi nally-ill pa tients.  Life is a gift
from God and He is the one who de ter mines the bounds of
our hab i ta tion.  When God said, “Thou Shalt Not
Kill,”that in cludes your self as well as oth ers.

Pence says parents’ rights being
‘trampled’ 

The for mer vice pres i dent crit i cized school pol i cies sup -
port ing trans gen der stu dents. 

For mer Vice Pres i dent Mike Pence cru saded against
school pol i cies sup port ing trans gen der stu dents dur ing a
Min ne sota stop Wednes day, call ing for par ents to have
more say over their chil dren’s ed u ca tion. …

In Iowa he ral lied with par ents and lo cal com mu nity
mem bers in Ce dar Rap ids, where a con ser va tive group has 
sued the Linn-Mar Com mu nity School Dis trict over a pol -
icy that al lows stu dents to limit a par ent or guard ian’s role
in the gen der sup port they re ceive at school. 

The dis trict’s pol icy states it will sup port transgender
stu dents, gen der-nonconforming stu dents and those ques -
tion ing their gen der. Stu dents in sev enth grade or older
have pri or ity over their par ents when it co mes to con trol
over their gen der sup port plan. The dis trict does not re veal
a stu dent’s transgender sta tus to oth ers, in clud ing par ents,
un less the stu dent au tho rizes the re lease of that in for ma -
tion or it is le gally re quired.

The pol icy also says “ev ery stu dent has the right to be
ad dressed by a name and pro noun that cor re sponds to their 
gen der iden tity.”  Staff or stu dents are in vi o la tion if they

in ten tion ally or per sis tently re fuse to re spect a stu dent’s
gen der iden tity.

Taken from the Star Tribune 2/16/23

Ed i tor’s Note:  Ac cord ing to this pol icy, a stu dent
could change their gen der iden tity at school with out their
par ents even be ing no ti fied.

The Pow ers of Dark ness

“But this is your hour, and the power of dark ness” 
(Luke 22:53). 

JESUS ut tered this deep and dark say ing in Geth -
sema ne just as His en e mies came to ar rest Him. 

The devil had been af ter Him be fore, too. First in the
wil der ness, and many times af ter that. But His Fa ther al -
ways in ter vened. In the wil der ness Sa tan had to leave, and
an gels came and min is tered to Je sus. In Geth sema ne like -
wise. The temp ta tion was no doubt an ex ceed ingly ter ri ble 
one; but His Fa ther had a hand in it: “An an gel from
heaven came and min is tered unto him.”

But now Je sus felt that the Fa ther’s hand had been
with drawn. He was in the power of men and dev ils with -
out pro tec tion. No doubt it was this that filled His heart
with such fear and hor ror. 

Now Sa tan and his hu man agents were to be per mit ted 
to do what they would with the Holy One. They blas -
phemed Him, they struck Him, they spat in His face, they
scourged Him, they pressed a crown of thorns upon His
sa cred head, and they took His life in the most shame ful
man ner that they knew. 

All this was ter ri ble. But Je sus’ real suf fer ings were
other than these. They were of an in ner and spir i tual na -
ture. First and fore most this, that the Fa ther with drew
Him self. Next, that Je sus had to look upon sin. At last the
wicked na ture of man stood re vealed in its true light, in its
ha tred of, and en mity to ward, God. And this was the last
Je sus saw of men be fore His death. 

The gos pels in di cate that Je sus was re mark ably quiet
dur ing His last suf fer ings. There was not so much to say
now; there was more to see. He saw men in their most mis -
er a ble state of deg ra da tion now that they had been given
free dom by the Fa ther to do ex actly as they had mind to.
He saw the rag ing mul ti tudes, cry ing them selves hoarse
that He should be cru ci fied. Fi nally He saw them be neath
the cross. They felt safe now that He had been cru ci fied.

This pro vides us with ma te rial for many a Lenten
med i ta tion. 

God’s Word for Today by O. Hallesby, © 1937 by
Augsburg Publishing, used by permission.
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Open Your Windows!
“In the morn ing, Dan iel went into his house (now his
win dows were open in his cham ber to ward Je ru sa -

lem); and he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, 
and prayed, and gave thanks be fore his God, as he did 

aforetime.” (Dan. 6:10)

You are in need of fresh air.  Open your win dows!
In times of trib u la tion many peo ple keep their trou -

bles to them selves, and there, in an iso la tion of their
own, they con sider all their dif fi cul ties.  

In this way their bur dens grow still greater, and the
air in their en clo sure be comes un healthy and heavy.  

Do not do that!  Open your win dows!  Stand be fore
the win dow to ward Je ru sa lem, breath ing in the healthy
air that is stream ing to you from above.   

In front of those win dows, many who have an ill and 
de pressed mind, have been breath ing in joy and health.

To Dan iel life had be come dif fi cult.  The dif fi cul -
ties, how ever, made him kneel down in prayer and
thanksgiving three times a day  No tice that Dan iel’s 
prayer be fore those win dows was trans formed into
thanksgiving.

Je ru sa lem is, spir i tu ally speak ing, our na tive coun -
try, our heav enly home.  There our love is cen tered,
there is the place we are long ing for.  Je ru sa lem is the
goal of life’s jour ney.  

Here we are strang ers and for eign ers.  We are cit i -
zens of the King dom of God.  Our cit i zen ship is in
Heaven.  

This we are not to for get.  We have to stand fre -
quently be fore the open win dows, look ing home ward,
wait ing for the day of re moval.  

Looking to ward Je ru sa lem will give you a heart that 
is cen tered on Heaven. 

At noon on a lit tle is land far out in the Nor we gian
skerries, lived a woman who had been ill for many
years.  

The days passed with no vari a tion, each day was
like ev ery other.  Al ways the same peo ple, the same pic -
tures on the wall, the same bed in the same place.

The sick woman wanted it that way her self.  She did
not like changes.  

One day, how ever, she asked her peo ple to move her 
bed.  

They were sur prised, but the in valid told them: “I
am so ex ited.  Some thing is go ing to hap pen.  I can feel
it.  I won der if Je sus is soon go ing to re turn?  Move my
bed, dear.  I want to lie over there where I can look
through the win dow – east ward.  My eyes must be ready 
for the first glimpse of Him when He ap pears in the
clouds, — my dear sav ior.”

 May all the chil dren of God both in life and in
death, have the joy ful ex pec ta tion of the com ing of
Christ, and al ways be ready to leave this earth and to fol -
low in his train.   

The poem of the day 
One day the trum pet will sound for His com ing.
One day the skies with His glory will shine; 
Won der ful day, my be loved ones bring ing;
Glo ri ous Sav iour this Je sus is mine!
In the eve ning 
“Let not your heart be trou bled; be lieve in God, be -

lieve also in Me.  In My Fa ther’s house are many man -
sions; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to
pre pare a place for you, I come again, and will re ceive
you unto My self; that where I am, there ye may be also.” 
(John 14:1-3)

What is Je sus do ing now?
He is pre par ing a place for you in Heaven.
“Fa ther’s house”, — that means: at home.  
Whether the day is near or far off, in Heaven they

are look ing for ward with plea sure and joy to  your mov -
ing from earth into the ce les tial Home.

Oh that day, ev ery thing will be pre pared for you.  
You will at once feel at home, no tic ing that they all have
been wait ing for you to wel come you home.   

Even you ought to re joice as you con sider this.  
As Heaven is pre pared for you, so you ought to be

pre pared for Heaven.  Be ready to de part.  Keep the gar -
ment of your soul pure, cleansed in the blood of the
Lamb.   

On Our Father’s Knee (Devotions for Times of
Illness), by Fredrick Wisloff, Copyright © 1966

Lutherstiftelsens Forlag, Oslo, Also copyrighted,
Augsburg Publishing House – 1973

In The book “The Hauge Movement in

America” it says this:

The Lu theran Church had gone to sleep on the
pure doc trine. (Year 1675)   But now Philip Ja cob
Spener preached re pen tance and con ver sion. And
peo ple were con verted. He preached 66 ser mons
just on the new birth: “You must be born again.”
This is the out stand ing doc trine of all piet ist ic
preach ing. God has given the lay peo ple a spe cial
mis sion to preach re pen tance. This has been and is
sorely ne glected in the Lu theran and other
churches.

“Re mem ber there fore from where you have
fallen; re pent and do the first works.” (Rev 2:5)



Rejoice in the Lord
“As the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the gar den 
causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; so 

the Lord God will cause righ teous ness and praise to
spring forth be fore all the na tions.” (Isa iah 61:11)

O child of sorrow, be it thine to know 

That Scripture only is the cure of woe;

The field of promise, how it flings abroad

 Its perfume o’er the Christian’s thorny road;

The soul, reposing on assured relief, 

Feels herself happy amidst all her grief; 

Forgets her labors as she toils along,

Weeps tears of joy and bursts into a song.

“I will greatly re joice in the Lord, my  soul shall be
joy ful in my God for he hath clothed me with the gar -

ments of sal va tion, he hath cov ered me with the robe of
righ teous ness, as a bride-groom decketh him self with
or na ments, and as a bride adorneth her self with her

jew els.” (Isa iah 61:10)

Ed i tor’s Note: “But the fa ther said to his ser vants,
‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him and put a ring on
his hand and san dals on his feet.  And bring the fat ted calf
here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; for this my son
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’” 
Luke 15:22 – 24a.  

“For the Lord God Om nip o tent reigns!  Let us be glad
and re joice and give Him glory, for the mar riage of the
Lamb has come and His wife has made her self ready.’ 
And to her it was granted to be ar rayed in fine linen, clean
and bright, for the fine linen is the righ teous acts of the
saints.  Then he said to me, ‘Write: ‘Blessed are those who
are called to the mar riage sup per of the Lamb!’  ‘And he
said to me, ‘These are the true say ings of God.’” (Rev.
19:6b-9)

TODAY!

To day, 4.5 bil lion peo ple are liv ing with out the hope
that only co mes from know ing Je sus Christ as their per -
sonal Sav ior.  But when we think of these peo ple as one
very large num ber, as a face less crowd, it’s easy to over -
look that each one is an in di vid ual.  Each one is an in di vid -
ual with hurts and long ings.  Each one is a very pre cious
soul – es pe cially pre cious to God – for whom Je sus Christ
shed His very own Blood, died, and rose again.

“Ac cord ing to his abun dant mercy (He) has be got ten

us again to a liv ing hope through the res ur rec tion of Je sus
Christ from the dead.” (I Pe ter 1:3)

App. 40 Mil lion In di vid uals in the U.S.A. feel trapped 
or crip pled by fear.  They live as pris on ers to their own
anx i ety.  

“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dis mayed, for I am 
your God.  I will strengthen you, yes, I will help you.”
(Isa iah 41:10)

 

With out Nat u ral Af fec tion

“With out un der stand ing, covenantbreakers, with out
nat u ral af fec tion, im pla ca ble, un mer ci ful” Romans 1:31.

This phrase “with out nat u ral af fec tions: is the trans la -
tion of one Greek word, astergeo.  It was a char ac ter is tic of 
many pa gans of the an cient world.  Sig nif i cantly, it is also
proph e sied to be a char ac ter is tic of the hu man is tic pa gans
of the end-times.  “In the last days …men shall be …with -
out nat u ral af fec tion”  (II Tim o thy 3:1-3).  These are the
only two oc cur rences of this word in the New Tes ta ment.

The word stergeo (“nat u ral af fec tion”) is one of four
Greek words for “love,” but it is never used at all in the
New Tes ta ment.  It re fers to the nat u ral love that mem bers
of the same fam ily have for each other.  It is such a com -
mon char ac ter is tic of all peo ples that there was ap par ently
no oc ca sion to re fer to it at all – ex cept when it is not pres -
ent, when peo ple lose their in stinc tive love for their own
par ents and chil dren, and thus are with out nat u ral af fec -
tion.”  One thinks of the wide spread abortionism of these
last days, as well as the mod ern break down of the fam ily
in gen eral.

An other Greek word for “love” is eros, re fer ring to ro -
man tic love, or pas sion.  Like stergeo, eros also is never
used in the New Tes ta ment.  The other two words, how -
ever, are used fre quently.  Phileo, re fer ring to “broth erly
love,” oc curs over thirty times.  It in di cates fond ness,
based on a com mu nity of in ter est with the per son or per -
sons so “loved.”  

The fourth “love” word, of course, is agape, which is
used over 300 times.  This is the type of love called out of
one’s heart by the pre cious ness of the ob ject loved, the
love that im pels one to sac ri fice his own in ter ests for the
ben e fit of the per son loved.  This is the love of Christ, who
“loved me, and gave Him self for me” (Galatians 2:20). 
And this is the love gen er ated by the Holy Spirit in the be -
liever for “the fruit of the Spirit is love …” 
(Galatians 5:22).             HMM

                         Taken from “Days of Praise”, Institute
for Creation Research, Copyright, 2007 
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Who are the Blessed of God? 
Those who Mourn.

 “Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be
com forted.”  If you have re cently lost a loved one, and
you are cer tain that they were saved, there is a won der -
ful prom ise here for you to claim. There is a Chris tian
way to mourn, that’s dif fer ent from the way the world
mourns, be cause we have the blessed hope of the res ur -
rec tion. God gives you a prom ise of His grace and com -
fort, and we know His word is sure. Bib li cally there is
an other as pect of mourn ing. That is the as pect of mourn -
ing over sins, both per sonal and cor po rate.

Joel the prophet lived in a time when he had seen the 
judg ment of God fall on Is rael be cause of sin. He was
stand ing in the land of prom ise and he saw the rub ble of
what used to be the tem ple and the land in ruin.

Joel 1:9 “The grain of fer ing and the drink of fer -
ing have been cut off from the house of the
LORD; the priests mourn, who min is ter to the
LORD.”
Joel 1:13-14 “Gird your selves and la ment, you
priests; Wail, you who min is ter be fore the al tar; 
Come; lie all night in sack cloth,You who min is -
ter to my God; For the grain of fer ing and the
drink of fer ing are with held from the house of
your God.  Con se crate a fast, Call a sa cred as -
sem bly; Gather the el ders and all the in hab it -
ants of the land into the house of the LORD your 
God, and cry out to the LORD.”

Is rael had sinned and the judg ment of God had been
brought upon them and the prophet called them to
mourn over their sins and the de struc tion it had caused.
And in the midst of their weep ing, God prom ised them
com fort, he prom ised them that there would be a day of
joy and res to ra tion.

Je sus said; blessed are those who mourn, for they
will be com forted. Who are the blessed of God, how can
you tell who they are? They will be the ones who rec og -
nize the de struc tive ness of sin, they will rec og nize the
grief sin causes to our Holy and Righ teous God, and
they will be of hum ble and con trite hearts and will per -
son ally walk in daily re pen tance and will in ter cede for
oth ers, they will stand in the gap and rep re sent their
fam ily, friends and com mu nity be fore the throne of
grace.

What does the world say; the world says blessed are
those who know how to have a good time. Blessed are
those who re joice, who dance, and who know how to
party.  Blessed are those who eat, drink and are merry.

But Je sus says (Luke 6:25) “Woe to you who laugh
now, for you shall mourn and weep” There is noth ing
wrong with laugh ter, there is a time for that. Sol o mon in
Eccl 3:4 says there is “A time to weep, And a time to
laugh; A time to mourn , And a time to dance;” NKJV
This is true, and I hope you have time to laugh and to
dance and have fun, that’s im por tant, we can’t get so
neg a tive that we lose our joy.

There is a time for that. Es pe cially when we gather
as a fam ily and as the peo ple of God, there should be
laugh ter and joy. But the other is true too, there is a time
to weep, and a time to mourn, and I be lieve in the day
and age we live in God is call ing us to weep and mourn.

The Church of Je sus Christ lies in ru ins. It’s just as
the Psalm ist de scribed in Ps 74:3, “Lift up Your feet to
the per pet ual des o la tions. The en emy has dam aged ev -
ery thing in the sanc tu ary.” Ev ery thing has been dam -
aged and cor rupted, Je sus has been min i mized to be ing a 
mere man, his aton ing work on the cross is mis un der -
stood, sin is de nied, re pen tance is ig nored, faith is seen
as agree ing to a few his tor i cal facts, the sac ra ments have 
gone from a means of grace to a means of sal va tion, Sa -
tan and Hell are thought to be a myth, and I could go on
and on. You get the pic ture.   

v. 4  “Your en e mies roar in the midst of Your meet -
ing place;” It would be bad enough if they went and
started their own church or cult, but no they come into
our midst with their pride and ar ro gance and tell us we
need to be more po lit i cally cor rect, we need to be more
tol er ant, that we need di ver sity train ing, We need to be
more con tem po rary with the times we live in, and we
need to be less judg men tal.

“They set up their ban ners for signs.” They set up
their own stan dards in the place of God’s stan dards. The
old stan dards no lon ger ap ply, away with pi ety, there is a 
new free dom. They con tin u ally ques tion, “Hath God
said.” The true signs of God have been re placed with the 
ban ner of ecu me nism, and tol er ance, and the church is
about af firm ing peo ple where they are rather than call -
ing them to re pen tance, self de nial and fol low ing Christ.

v. 7  “They have set fire to Your sanc tu ary; They
have de filed the dwell ing place of Your name to the
ground.” They have chopped up the al tar, the place of
blood sac ri fice, the place of atone ment and say things
like this; “The view of the cross as the sac ri fice for the
sins of the world is a bar bar ian idea based on a prim i tive
con cept of God and must be dis missed.” (Bishop for life
Spong)

v. 8 “They said in their hearts, “Let us de stroy them
al to gether.” They have burned up all the meet ing places
of God in the land.” This is the goal. There is a Sa tan in -
spired con spir acy, there are or ga ni za tions out there that



see true Bib li cal Chris tian ity as an ob sta cle in their way
and the goal is the com plete cor rup tion and even de struc -
tion of the church.

v. 9  “We do not see our signs;” Where are the signs
of al mighty God in our land to day. Where are the Red Sea 
cross ings and the vic to ries at Je ri cho and vic tory over the 
proph ets of Baal, where are the mir a cles of God in our
day, the mighty moves of God , the re viv als, the great
awak en ings, the awe some aware ness of the hand of God
in our midst?

Those of you who are my age or older (age 69) re -
mem ber those days with fond ness. The days when the
Lu theran Evan ge lis tic Move ment was about evan ge liz -
ing the lost in our towns and churches. The days when the 
Spirit of God used the Hauge Fed er a tion to bring many to 
Christ. Those days are but a dis tant mem ory. Vs9b
“There is no lon ger any prophet; Nor is there any among
us who knows how long.”  Where are the proph ets call ing 
for re pen tance? Where are they? Where are the Billy
Grahams, the D.L. Moody’s, the Billy Sunday’s of our
gen er a tion call ing sin ners to re pen tance and to Christ?
Where are the priests who are weep ing be tween the porch 
and the al tar?

Will we be like Is rael? Lis ten to God’s words in Ezek 
22:30, “So I sought for a man among them who would
make a wall, and stand in the gap be fore Me on be half of
the land, that I should not de stroy it; but I found no one.”

God sought a man among them, some one to stand in
the gap, some one to le gally rep re sent the na tion Is rael be -
fore God, to plead their case be fore God and to plead with 
the peo ple to re pent and God said; “I found no one”.
What sad words. To day God seeks men and women who
are will ing to stand in the Gap and in ter cede for their
neigh bor hood, their town, their state, their coun try, will
He find any one? Or will we be de stroyed. When you look 
at how things have changed in the last few years, it makes 
my head spin, it scares me to think how things might
change in the near fu ture. We truly are at a cross roads in
our land.

Blessed are those who mourn, blessed are those who
have sor row over sin, sor row for how God’s heart has
been bro ken. Blessed are those who mourn over the con -
di tion of the world, our coun try, the church, for they will
be com forted. If we draw near to God in that way, if we so 
iden tify with the heart of God that we re joice in the things 
that he re joices in and weep over the things He weeps
over, He has prom ised to draw near to us. James 4:8
Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. This is
the com fort God has prom ised to us when we mourn over 
both our sin and the sins of our na tion and church.

Wayne Almlie  Continued from the March, 2023
Morning Glory

Being Diligent

“Be thou dil i gent to know the state of thy flocks, and
look well to thy herds.”  (Prov erbs 27:23)

EVERY wise mer chant will oc ca sion ally hold a
stock-tak ing, when he will cast up his ac counts, ex am ine
what he has on hand, and as cer tain de ci sively whether his 
trade is pros per ous or de clin ing.  Ev ery man who is wise
in the king dom of heaven, will cry, “Search me, O God,
and try me;” and he will fre quently set apart spe cial sea -
sons for self-ex am i na tion, to dis cover whether things are
right be tween God and his soul.  The God whom we wor -
ship is a great heart-searcher; and of old His ser vants
knew Him as “the Lord which searcheth the heart and
trieth the reins of the chil dren of men.”  Let me stir you
up in His name to make dil i gent search and sol emn trial
of your state, lest you come short of the prom ised rest. 
That which ev ery wise man does, that which God Him -
self does with us all, I ex hort you to do with your self this
eve ning.  Let the old est saint look well to the fun da men -
tals of his pi ety, for grey heads may cover black hearts:
and let not the young pro fes sor de spise the word of warn -
ing, for the green ness of youth may be joined to the rot -
ten ness of hy poc risy.  Ev ery now and then a ce dar falls
into our midst.  The en emy still con tin ues to sow tares
among the wheat.  It is not my aim to in tro duce doubts
and fears into your mind; nay ver ily, but shall hope the
rather that the rough wind of self-ex am i na tion may help
to drive them away.  It is not se cu rity but car nal se cu rity;
which we would kill; not con fi dence, but fleshly con fi -
dence, which we would over throw; not peace, but false
peace, which we would de stroy.  By the pre cious blood of 
Christ, which was not shed to make you a hyp o crite, but
that sin cere souls might show forth His praise, I be seech
you, search and look, lest at the last it be said of you,
“Mene, Mene, Tekel: thou art weighed in the bal ances,
and art found want ing.”

Morning & Evening by Charles Spurgeon, © 1991
Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.  
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Adversaries
“Through out the days of your life you may well

face many ad ver sar ies and be com pelled to bat tle
many times.  But no ad ver sary is as for mi da ble as
your own wicked heart, and no bat tle so fre quent as
the one within your self. 

Thus the ne ces sity to sur ren der your self to the
Lord re peat edly if you would win the strug gles which
the world, the flesh and the Devil im pose upon you”

Dr.  Shelton Smith
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Do I have a right relationship 
with God?

QUESTION: At one time I was very in dif fer ent to -
ward the Word of God and the church, but great ef fort
was made in our con gre ga tion to get ev ery one to join the
church and my fam ily and I joined. This has been a great
bless ing to us for we read God’s Word in our home, are
faith ful at church and Sunday school and have a part in
the ac tiv ity of the church. Some how this does n’t seem to
be enough — some thing is lack ing. I am not con vinced
that I am a child of God. Does it take more than what I
have men tioned to be in a right re la tion ship to God?
What is your ad vice in the mat ter?

ANSWER:
You ad mit that at one time you were in dif fer ent to

God and His church—that you were away from Him.
You were not alone in that con di tion. Half of our pop u la -
tion is the same. When you joined the church a great
change took place in your life and in your home. The
whole at mo sphere changed, and you have won dered if
this might not mean that you have come into a sav ing re -
la tion ship to God.

May I say that the ex pe ri ence you have been hav ing
has been an awak en ing. Through this ex pe ri ence God has 
been draw ing you unto Him self. The lack you feel in
your heart is the fi nal step— the ac tual com ing to God.
Your con science needs to be re vived so that you may be
con victed of your sin ful ness. When that hap pens to the
hu man heart, a per son asks, how may I be saved? It is
they who are sick who need a phy si cian and not the well.

My ad vice to you is that by all means do not be sat is -
fied with be ing an ac tive mem ber of the church. Per mit
God’s Spirit to re veal to you how ut terly you come short
of the glory of God. He will show you your in ner cor rup -
tion and your need of a Sav ior, who has for given all and
who gives you a new na ture. The Holy Spirit who has be -
gun the good work in you will fin ish it and lead you into
full as sur ance of your liv ing re la tion ship with God.

Ask the Holy Spirit to open the Word to you. As you
read, know ing it is God who speaks to you, won der ful
things will hap pen. You will see your self in the light of
God’s holy de mands and your sin will rise up to con demn 
you, but there God’s Spirit shows you the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world. You will see Him go
to the cross with your sins and mine, and hear Him say,
“It is fin ished!” You and I can not add or de tract any thing
from that.

All this will be come a re al ity to you if you wish. It is
just this you lack. It is the ex pe ri ence of sur ren der to Je -

sus, of all one’s sin, and all one’s life that so many church
peo ple lack.

I know from ex pe ri ence that tak ing this last step is
dif fi cult. Our whole na ture re bels at turn ing over to Je sus
our right to our selves. The devil will try by ev ery means
to pre vent it. He is n’t so wor ried about church mem bers
who re main sat is fied that their names are on the church
roll and are busy do ing many things. What makes the evil 
one ac tive is the awak ened soul who goes to the Word of
God and per mits the Holy Spirit to min is ter to him. God
has used your ac tiv ity in the con gre ga tion to call you into
this fuller life with Him. Surely you do not want to stop
where you are and lose out on the new life He gives. Je sus 
gives one un told joys and bless ings, gives a burn ing de -
sire to serve Him, and He bears fruit for His King dom
through us.

May the Holy Spirit lead you to see your lost con di -
tion and re veal to you the Sav ior at whose cross you may
place your bur den of sin and be free. Je sus cleanses from
all un righ teous ness.

God bless you and all oth ers like you who are awak -
ened to their need of Him. 

How can I enter into fellowship 
with God?

QUESTION: How can I en ter into fel low ship with
God? This is a ques tion I have thought and read much
about. But I am not able to ar rive at a clear un der stand ing
of the mat ter. The first dif fi culty that pres ents it self is,
how much I must re pent be fore I can be saved. I have
heard and read that a true and liv ing faith is wrought
through a heart felt con tri tion and sor row for sin. I can
truth fully say I de sire to be saved and be come a true child
of God. But when I do not have this heart felt con tri tion
and sor row for sin, is there then no hope for me?

ANSWER:
Your de sire to be saved is the work of the Holy Spirit

in your heart. And we read that He, who hath be gun the
good work in you will per fect it un til the day of Je sus
Christ.

You say, you de sire to be saved, and that means that
you de sire to have all your sins for given, so that you may
be a happy child of God. It must be your sin that makes
you un happy, and you wish to get away from it and be
happy. You re al ize that sin is your worst en emy. You long
to be able to say: “I am saved, my sin is for given, and I am 
a child of God.” In this long ing there is in the first place a
grief over your sins. This sor row or grief may be some -
what dif fer ent than what you thought it should be. Per -



haps you were look ing for so dread ful a pain in your
con science, that God would have com pas sion on you and
for give you your sins, but you do not seem to be able to
bring about such a con tri tion, and there fore you think there 
is lit tle hope that God will be mer ci ful and for give you.

Our con tri tion can not in duce God to for give sin.
Con tri tion merely serves to give us a de sire to be saved,
and when you have this de sire, you have suf fi cient con -
tri tion for your sins. The con tri tion that we should have
had for our sins, was laid on Je sus, and he felt the con tri -
tion for us. He tasted our eter nal grief for our sins to such
a de gree that he cried out:

“My God, my God! why hast thou for saken me?”
Isa iah says, the pun ish ment was laid on him that we
should have peace. And now you are strug gling to work
up suf fi cient con tri tion for your sins so that God may
have com pas sion on you. But if you should have to do
that, you would have to take upon you the pun ish ment
that was laid on Je sus. Then He would have suf fered in
vain for you. Oh no, you should be most thank ful that the
con tri tion for your sins was fought out on the cross, and
you are free.

In your long ing for for give ness there is con tri tion
enough. It is only an ev i dence that you are hon est be fore
God, when you are dis sat is fied with your con tri tion.

When I was in the same sit u a tion as you, not able to
feel as sorry for my sins as I wished to be, my at ten tion
was called to a lit tle verse: “Your grief o’er sin has
reached its height, when with it you are dis sat is fied.”

What a bless ing, that you can be saved with out even
as much as to the proper sor row for your sins. You can
then re al ize that you are a help less, lost sin ner, who has
noth ing in your self to build upon. Those are the very sin -
ners that God can save.

The next ques tion then pres ents it self: Is is pos si ble
to be able to be lieve, when one does not have any con tri -
tion to lean on?

In the long ing in which there is suf fi cient sor row
there is also faith. Your long ing draws you to Christ. That 
is the way the Holy Spirit works. He leads you to the
Lamb of God who bore the sins of the world. He gave His 
life to save you from your sins. He did it, be cause He
loved you, and had a deep long ing to save you. And now
you come with an ear nest long ing to meet Him. Do you
then be lieve that He will turn you away, tell ing you that
you must have more con tri tion and more faith be fore you
can be saved. Oh no, He stands with open arms to re ceive
you. We are so apt to want some thing of our own to rest
on in our con ver sion. We do not want to be com pletely
help less. But that is what the word of God teaches. And
that is also the ex pe ri ence that a sin ner is saved by grace
alone, with out any work on his part. 

Both articles taken from Spiritual Guidance for Troubled 
Souls by S.H. Njaa.  It is a collection of articles

published monthly in the paper “NORTHWOOD
EMISSEREN”. Translated from the Norwegian 1948. 

Nothing in the book about a copyright. 
Printed by Holt Printing Company Grand Forks, ND

The Mouth Speaks

“You brood of vi pers, how can you, be ing evil, speak
what is good? For the mouth speaks out of that which

fills the heart.” (Mat thew 12:34)

WHEN Je sus speaks to us about our sins, He al ways
di rects our at ten tion in ward.  

Our words re flect our heart-life, He says, “Out of the
abun dance of the heart the mouth speaketh.”  

The great amount of false, flat ter ing, whee dling talk
of our day cor rob o rates this.  This false ness of peo ple’s
hearts come to ex pres sion in their false words.   

If you will give heed to your words, if not for more
than one day, you will learn to know the con di tion of your
heart.   Be cause there is this in ner con nec tion be tween our
words and our hearts, Je sus speaks to us with such ear nest -
ness about our tongues.   

Let us lis ten to Him care fully as He speaks, and prove
our selves.

The gen er a tion of Chris tians to which we be long is a
su per fi cial and thought less gen er a tion.  We could per haps
with out ex ag ger a tion use an even stronger ex pres sion: a
friv o lous gen er a tion.  I be lieve that our speech is ir re fut -
able proof of this.  

The Chris tians of the past gen er a tion were quite dif -
fer ent in their daily speech and in their so cial re la tion -
ships; they were ex ceed ingly care ful. They took
cog ni zance of Je sus’ state ment about ev ery idle word. 
There was a cer tain se ri ous ness and dig nity about them in
all their ways and in all their con ver sa tion.

Our gen er a tion of Chris tians thinks that the older
Chris tians were too se ri ous and le gal is tic.  Where upon
they pro ceed to show their Chris tian lib erty in their as so ci -
a tions with oth ers and in their speech.  And, it is true, a
Chris tian should be happy and jo vial.  How ever, the line
be tween jo vi al ity and fri vol ity is not  al ways easy to ob -
serve.  And then we have so much non sense and world li -
ness, so much thought less and friv o lous speech, when
Chris tians meet.  Both among the clergy and the la ity.

Lord, for give us!  Lord, teach us how to speak! 

God’s Word for Today, by O. Hallesby, Augsburg
Publishing House, Copyright ©1939, 

Permission Granted.
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Oh! Man take notice:

1)  Come face to face with God
the Fa ther and you shall die un less
thru His Son you are in Heaven. 
(Rev. 22:4)

2) Come face to face with God
the Sav iour, Je sus Christ and you
shall live, when you re ceive Him and
His for give ness. (John 1:12)

3) Come face to face with God
the Holy Spirit and you shall see your 
sin.  He shall point you Je sus Christ.
(John 16:8)

The Hauge Library
We have the fol low ing pub li ca tions avail able for
you.  They can be or dered us ing the en ve lope in the
cen ter.  Post age will be paid by an anonymous do nor.

Altar Steps

This daily devotional was
written by Pastor R.P. Haak -
onson  and was published in
1947.  It is suitable for families
with children.  It has il lus tra -
tions from daily life, and a
strong salvation emphasis. 
Suggested offering:  $8.00.

Mirror of the Heart

This book was pub lished in
1900 by an un known au thor.  It
con tains some very ear nest
med i ta tions and fer vent
prayers.  It also con tains ten
very graphic pic tures of the hu -
man heart.  In side the heart, the
devil is vi su al ized and also
seven an i mals rep re sent ing some of the most prev a -
lent sins found in the heart of the im pen i tent sin ner. 
These pic tures show how these an i mals as sins are
driven out of the heart when the sin ner is con verted
to God, but how they can re-en ter the heart if a per -
son falls away from grace.  One pic ture vi su al izes
the fear ful death of the un godly, and an other shows
the blessed death of the righ teous.  Sug gested Of fer -
ing:  $3.00.

Sinners in the Hands 
of an Angry God

Jon a than Ed wards preached this
re mark able ser mon at Enfield,
Conn. on July 8, 1741.  It was at
night while he was read ing it to a
large con gre ga tion, that the lights 
be came dim and he read with dif -
fi culty, and the in flu ence was so
great on the con gre ga tion that strong men and women
cried and screamed for mercy and even grabbed their
seats for fear they would slide into hell that very mo -
ment.  Sug gested Of fer ing:  $1.00.

Altar 
Steps 

Rev. R.P. Haakonson

SINNERSSINNERS
in the Hands

of an
ANGRY GOD

     Jon a than Ed wards


