
Love in the Past Tense

HRISTIANITY is not a re la tion ship to an in sti tu -
tion or even a set of teach ings or cer tain prin ci -
ples of con duct.  It goes deeper than a
re la tion ship to the pas tor,  the or der of ser vice, 

the sched uled meet ings,  or the church build ing.  Chris -
tian ity is and al ways must be a re la tion ship to a per son. 
That Per son is the Babe of Beth le hem,  the Son of God
and the Son of man. 

To many, Chris tian ity is just a per for mance of cer tain 
re li gious du ties.  It is to at tend church for one hour on
Sunday,  to pledge a cer tain amount of money per week, 
to be ac tive in one or two or ga ni za tions in the con gre ga -
tion.  Read ing the Bi ble can be come just a re li gious duty.  
Even prayer may be come just a per for mance.  We bow
our heads but not our hearts.  We speak words, but our
thoughts are else where.  We have the form but of ten there 
is no power.  A part of the per for mance is to try hard to
live a clean life and mea sure up to cer tain stan dards of
moral con duct.  It is all a self-per pet ual ef fort to rise
higher in the sight of God. 

What is the dif fi culty with such in di vid u als?  Chris -
tian ity to them has be come a per for mance and not an ex -
pe ri ence.  To be a Chris tian is to have an ex pe ri ence with
a Per son.  That Per son is Je sus Christ.  A per sonal re la -
tion ship of faith must be a real ex pe ri ence.  Christ, the
Babe of Beth le hem,  the Sav ior on the cross, is a real Per -
son.  My re la tion ship to this Per son must be vi tal and
real.  What could be more def i nite than the words,  “He
that hath the Son hath life;  he that hath not the Son of
God hath not life” (I John 5:12).  Ev ery thing de pends

upon your re la tion ship to this Per son - the Son. Je sus put
it this way,  “He that be liev eth on the Son hath ev er last -
ing life: and he that be liev eth not the Son shall not see
life;  but the wrath of God abideth on him” (John 3:36). 
Is your re li gion an ex pe ri ence of faith with the per son of
Je sus Christ or is it just an empty per for mance of cer tain
re li gious du ties?  Ev ery thing hinges on your re la tion ship 
to the Per son of Je sus. 

This ex pe ri ence is an ex pe ri ence of love in the past
tense.  What do I mean?  I can be in a sav ing re la tion ship
to the Per son of Je sus Christ by faith only be cause God
gave.  “God so loved the world that he gave his only be -
got ten Son” (John 3:16).  “Herein is love, that God loved
us and sent his Son” (I John 4:10).  When Paul de scribes
Christ’s love for His own, it is by point ing back to His
sac ri fice.  “He that spared not his Son” (Romans 8:32). 
Our vic tory,  too,  hinges on ac cept ing His love in the
past tense.  “Nay, in all these things we are more than
con quer ors through him that loved us” (Romans 8:37). 

When Christ’s love for the church is de scribed,  it is
again in the past tense.  “Christ loved the church and
gave him self for it” (Ephe sians 5:25),  and again, “The
Son of God loved me and gave him self for me”
(Galatians 2:20).  The preach ing and teach ing which al -
ways em pha sizes only the pres ent love of God for the
soul as the great per suad ing power over the hu man heart
falls far short.  The lib eral theo lo gian gen er ally uses love
in the pres ent tense.  He is con stantly em pha siz ing just
the fact that God loves you.  Such em pha sis will cause
peo ple grad u ally to lose sight of two ba sic facts—first,
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that man is lost and con -
demned in sin and,  sec ondly,  
that it is only the substitu -
tionary suf fer ing and death
of Christ on the cross that
can atone for man’s sin.  The
love of God was once and for 
all su premely set forth on
Cal vary’s cross.  “He loved
us unto death.” 

It is this past tense of the
gos pel that the devil hates.  It 
is the “word of the cross
which is the power of God.” 
This past tense of God’s love 
is writ ten over the man ger in
Beth le hem.  This past tense
of God’s love is writ ten over
the cross of Cal vary.  This
past tense of God’s love is
writ ten over the empty tomb.  
It is your pres ent tense ex pe -
ri ence of this past tense of
God’s love that is the heart of 
Chris tian ity.  Ev ery thing
hinges on your pres ent re la -
tion ship to this Per son whom 
God gave when He loved
you so much that He died for
you and was raised again. 

Where is this ex pe ri ence 
made pos si ble?  It is more
than an emo tional up surge or 
a re sponse to a hu man plea. 
It is an ex pe ri ence of the Per -
son of Christ in God’s means 
of grace—the Word and the
Sac ra ments.  So many peo -
ple make the sad mis take of
look ing in the wrong place
for a deeper ex pe ri ence of
Christ.  The great temp ta tion
co mes to look within our -
selves.  Once I had that good
feel ing in side,  but now it is
gone.  Ev ery day I look in -
side of my self for that good
feel ing of joy and peace
again,  but I can not find it.  I
look to cer tain forms or to
cer tain per son al i ties who
seem to have so much in flu -
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ence.  But all is in vain. 
The an swer is to look into the Word.  There I meet the

Per son of Je sus Christ.  His per son al ity meets mine.  The
words He speaks are life and power.  His prom ises be come 
a real ex pe ri ence be cause I ac cept them in faith.  They be -
come mine.  The prom ises of Christ in the Word make my
ex pe ri ence of Him in the sac ra ments very real.  For a
deeper ex pe ri ence with the Per son of Je sus Christ - get
into your Bi ble, not just once in a while but live in it. 
Christ says, “If ye con tinue in my word, then are ye my
dis ci ples in deed” (John 8:31).  “If ye abide in me, and my
words abide in you,  ye shall ask what ye will and it shall
be done unto you” (John 15:7).  Christ be comes a real per -
son to you in your Bi ble.  Meet Him of ten! 

The apex,  heart,  and nu cleus of all this ex pe ri ence is
Cal vary—the past tense of God’s love.  Yes,  surely God’s
love is also in the pres ent tense.  God is love and He loves
me each day.  God is at work through His Spirit to call sin -
ners to re pen tance and faith.  With out His pres ent love in
which He calls,  gath ers,  en light ens,  pre serves,  and sanc -
ti fies,  His past-tense love would not be real in my heart. 
His daily love also gives,  pro vides,  and sus tains.  He
deals with me in love all the time.  Surely the pres ent tense
of His love hangs over my head con stantly.  But His love
in the pres ent tense can be come a real ex pe ri ence in my
life only when His love in the past tense is ac cepted as His
su preme gift of sal va tion to my sin ful heart.  Only in
Christ am I in the po si tion of His child where I can re ceive
His pres ent love.  The cross,  the blood,  the suf fer ing,  dy -
ing Sav ior —God so loved—God gave.  This is the heart
of it all. My re la tion ship to this Per son of Je sus is all that
counts.  A per for mance?  No,  an ex pe ri ence daily of His
love in the past tense.

From March to Win, Oscar Hanson, 
Bible Banner Press, © Copyright 1952
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Kildahl’s Testimony

In my youth,  I am sorry to say,  I fell away from my
bap tis mal cov e nant.  But on ac count of the Word of God
which es pe cially Fa ther and Mother had sowed in my
heart,  and on ac count of the un in ter rupted work ing of the
Holy Spirit upon me,  I never found sweet peace in the
worldly life but came,  in the course of time,  into deep
anx i ety for the sal va tion of my soul.  I be gan then ear -
nestly to want to re form and to at tain to such an in ward
spir i tual con di tion that I,  as I thought, could be found wor -
thy to ac cept faith and re ceive par don.  I had learned that a

man is jus ti fied by faith alone with out works;  but by
works,  I un der stood out ward works,  es pe cially such as I
had heard that the Cath o lics were en gaged in to at tain jus -
ti fi ca tion;  and I did not un der stand that the con ta gion of
self-righ teous ness had seized upon my soul and that all my 
striv ing was slav ery un der the Law.  If there is any thing
that I in my life have been se ri ous about,  it is that I might
cre ate in my self re morse,  re pen tance,  and pre pared ness, 
or in other words,  such a con di tion which I in my blind -
ness thought was,  in ac cor dance with the Word of God, 
de manded of me as the con di tion in or der that He could do
some thing fur ther with or for me unto my sal va tion.  And
if there is any thing that has been a to tal fail ure for me,  then 
it is this:  to be come such that I my self thought there was
some hope or some prob a bil ity that God could give me
faith by means of which I could se cure for give ness of sins.

When I had worn my self out un der the Law and had
made no head way but had gone from bad to worse,  and
when it seemed to me more and more im pos si ble for me to
at tain to con ver sion and my mouth was closed,  then the
Lord through His Gos pel showed me that what the law
could not do,  in that it was weak through the flesh,  God, 
send ing his own Son in the like ness of sin ful flesh and for
sin,  con demned sin in the flesh.  (Rom. 8:3)  Al though I
had heard as far back as I could re mem ber that we are
saved by grace on ac count of the merit of Je sus Christ by
faith in Him alone,  yet this came as a com pletely new rev -
e la tion to me.  I re ceived grace to un der stand a lit tle of that
which,  up to this time,  had been hid den from me:  namely,  
what grace is,  and what it means to be saved by grace,  and 
what it means to be jus ti fied by faith.  It dawned upon me
what is meant by the words all things are now ready. (Luke 
14:17) And since that time,  it has been a need and a joy for 
me to ex alt the free, un mer ited grace of God.

Christian Dogmatics-J. N. Kildahl, Published by
Jonathan D. Anderson, 2017
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A Prayer ful Vote

While ev ery one of us should pre pare to cast an
in tel li gent,  prayer ful bal lot at each elec tion, 
the sal va tion of Amer ica re quires far more than
a Re pub li can or a Dem o cratic vic tory.  It de -
mands, first of all,  a re pen tant re turn to God, 
na tional and in di vid ual,  ad mis sion of our sins, 
and a hum ble trust in the sav ing Christ.

Wal ter Maier (The Lu theran Hour)
 From the ser mon “Je sus Christ is Our

Hope,”Oc to ber 1944
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Our Lord’s Return

“My brethren,  if the Son of man should come
this week,  this month,  or this year,  would he
find faith on the earth?”(Lk. 18:8)

Would not the church it self be taken by sur prise? 
Would not such an event now come upon the over -
whelm ing ma jor ity of Christ’s pro fessed fol low ers un -
awares?  And yet,  what guar an tee have we that the
char iot wheels of the com ing King are not al ready rum -
bling over the dis tant worlds?  Has he not said, “In such
an hour as you think not, the Son of man co mes”?  “the
day of the Lord so co mes as a thief in the night’?  and ”as 
a snare shall it come upon all them that dwell on the face
of the whole earth"?  Who can say that we are not li a ble
to have the great scenes of the judg ment pre cip i tated
upon us at any mo ment?  And shall we not be con cerned
to have our minds fa mil iar ized with what may any day
oc cur,  and which must oc cur sooner or later?  Is there
not some thing in con ceiv ably dread ful in the thought of
hav ing that day come upon us at the very time we are
say ing,  “My Lord de lays his com ing”?  Would it not be
better to be a lit tle pre pared with our an tic i pa tions,  and
to bear the taunts that may be heaped upon us for our
con cern,  than to ac com mo date our selves to the wis dom
and so bri ety of this er ring world,  and be fi nally taken by 
sur prise and per haps lose our eter nal all?  Je sus says, 
“that the mas ter of that ser vant will come on a day when
he is not look ing for him and at an hour that he is not
aware of, and will cut him in two and ap point him his
por tion with the hyp o crites.  There shall be weep ing and 
gnash ing of teeth.”  Of what avail will his worldly wis -
dom and his fruit less pro fes sion be to him them?  What
good will all his knowl edge then do him?

Better that we had never known the way of righ -
teous ness,  better that we had never been born,  than
amid all our high priv i leges this to come short of the ap -

proval of the com ing.  Judg ment first be gins with us, 
and many pro fess ing Chris tians lose the hon ors of the
king dom, “what shall the end be of them that obey not
the gos pel of God?”  If the righ teous scarcely be saved, 
where shall the un godly and the sin ner ap pear!”  With
what sur prise and frus tra tion shall the day of Christ’s
com ing over take them!

My dear friends,  these are sol emn thoughts.  It will
not do to tri fle with them.  Mo men tous is sues are in -
volved.  And we know not how soon the ir re vo ca ble de -
ci sion shall be made.  Let us, then,  en ter upon the study
of this mighty sub ject with se ri ous and prayer ful hearts,  
anx ious to know what God has been pleased to re veal, 
and ear nestly set upon pre par ing to meet our God.  And
es pe cially let us care fully lay to heart those im pres sive
words of the Lord Je sus him self:  “Of that day and hour
knoweth no man,  no,  not the an gels of heaven,  but my
Fa ther only.”

There fore, take heed to your selves,  lest at any time 
your hearts be over charged with over in dulg ing and
drunk en ness,  and cares of this life,  and so that day
come upon you un awares.  For as a snare shall it come
on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth.

Watch,  there fore,  and pray al ways,  that you may
be wor thy to es cape all these things that shall come to
pass,  and to stand be fore the Son of man.  For you know
not when the time is.  But as the days of Noah were,  so
shall also the com ing of the Son of man be.  For as in the
days that were be fore the flood,  they were eat ing and
drink ing, mar ry ing and giv ing in mar riage,  un til the day 
that Noah en tered into the ark,  and KNEW NOT un til
the flood came,  and took them all away:  so shall also
the com ing of the Son of man be.  Then shall two be in
the field;  the one shall be taken, and the other left.  Two
women shall be grind ing at the mill;  the one shall be
taken,  and the other left.  WATCH,  THEREFORE, 
FOR YE KNOW NOT WHAT HOUR YOUR LORD
WILL COME.

But know this,  that if the good man of the house had 
known in what watch the thief would come,  he would
have watched,  and would not have suf fered his house to 
be bro ken up.  There fore,  BE  ALSO READY:  FOR IN
SUCH AN HOUR AS YOU THINK NOT,  THE SON
OF MAN COMES.

Who,  then,  is a faith ful and wise ser vant,  whom his 
Lord hath made ruler over his house hold, to give them
food in due sea son?  Blessed is that ser vant,  whom his
lord,  when he co mes,  shall find so do ing.  Ver ily I say
unto you,  That he shall make him ruler of all his goods."

EVEN SO,  COME,  LORD JESUS.

Joseph Augustas Seiss, 1823-1903
Lutheran Theologian

Morality
“Let us with caution indulge the opposition that

morality can be maintained without religion. 
Whatever may be conceded to the influence of

refined education on minds of peculiar structure,
reason and experience both forbid us to expect that

national morality can prevail in exclusion of 
religious principle.”

George Wash ing ton – Fare well ad dress, 1776.



5

Ed i to rial
Wayne Almlie

De-bap tism/ De-con ver sion/ De-con struc tion
“For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there

no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,  but a certain terrifying expectation of
judgment, and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries.” 

(Hebrews 10:26-27)

Through out church his tory there have al ways been
apos tates.  We read about them in the Bi ble. Peo ple
like Ju das,  Hymenaeus,   Al ex an der,  (1 Tim 1:20) and 
Demas,  (2 Tim 4:10) peo ple who at one time fol lowed 
Je sus,  but later com pro mised and went back to the
world.  It has hap pened through out church his tory, 
when the go ing has got ten tough, and it al ways does, 
they have de nied the faith and re turned to the world. 

The young are es pe cially sus cep ti ble.  There is kind of
a run ning joke amongst Lu ther ans that goes like this. 
There was a church and cem e tery where deer were
com ing in and eat ing all the shrubs,  and the el ders and
dea cons were at wit ends about what to do about it. 
The pas tor told them not to worry,  that he knew how
to get them to leave.  So a month goes by and lo and
be hold the deer dis ap peared.  The El ders and Dea cons
asked the pas tor how he did it, and the pas tor said,
“Well I just con firmed them”. 

Some times the youth com plain that the church is too
le gal is tic,  and that may be the case in some in stances. 
But mostly,  the Bi ble has a few “thou shall nots,”  and
it is within the hu man heart to re bel against those,  es -
pe cially if the young per son is not saved.  Af ter all, it’s
hard if you’re a goat,  to act like a sheep for very long. 
I’m grate ful that the pas tor of my youth did n’t preach a 
lot of “thou shall nots” but in stead preached “You
must be con verted.”  And many of the youth were con -
verted, and we read our Bibles and we dis cussed the
Word to gether and we knew what pleased God and
what grieved the Holy Spirit.  It was n’t just a list of
do’s or don’ts. 

To day there is a whole move ment of de-bap tism, 
de-con ver sions and de-con struc tion.  They all mean
about the same.  It is a walk ing away from the Faith. 
Peo ple brag about it on so cial me dia. It has hap pened
with some big names within Chris tian ity,  pas tors, 
mu si cians,  and au thors have aban doned what they say 
they used to be lieve.  Using a hair dryer,  some athe ist
groups have con ducted tongue-in-cheek “de-bap tism” 

cer e mo nies.  They should be re minded, “God is not
mocked; for what ever a man sows, this he will also
reap.” (Gal 6:7-8)

The scrip ture is full of warn ings for these peo ple.  One
of the stron gest is from the Book of He brews. (Heb
10:26ff)  “For if we go on sin ning will fully af ter re -
ceiv ing the knowl edge of the truth,  there no lon ger re -
mains a sac ri fice for sins,  but a ter ri fy ing ex pec ta tion
of judg ment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH
WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES.   Any one
who has set aside the Law of Mo ses dies with out
mercy on the tes ti mony of two or three wit nesses. 
How much se verer pun ish ment do you think he will
de serve who has tram pled un der foot the Son of God
and has re garded as un clean the blood of the cov e nant
by which he was sanc ti fied, and has in sulted the Spirit
of grace?”

One of the things I re mem ber about my con fir ma tion
was the Sat ur day night be fore Sunday.  Sat ur day eve -
ning was when we would stand be fore the con gre ga -
tion and would be asked ran dom ques tions,  to be
tested on our knowl edge.  Be fore we filed into the
front of the church,  the pas tor gave us some words of
ad mo ni tion and even a warn ing.  He said that we soon
would stand be fore the con gre ga tion and pro fess our
faith,  we would re peat the words: “we re nounce the
Devil and all his works and all his ways,”  and some of
us would n’t mean it. He said that Judg ment Day would 
be sad for him, he would look for fa mil iar faces and
some of us would not be there.  He knew that some of
us were not saved.  We would n’t all make it. 

That’s the mes sage of He brews. The au thor was look -
ing at the Jew ish na tion and those who left Egypt,  and
in al most dis be lief,  he said, “They did n’t make it”. 
The Jew ish na tion had the Law and the Prophets and
all the spir i tual ad van tages they could want,  but yet
most of them did n’t make it.  He is tell ing the Jews of
his day,  if you aban don Christ you will not make it. 
The le gal ism of the Jews won’t save you.  You will go
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Hauge Movement—Guiding Lines
1.  Be awake to the dif fi cult days we live in.  The

fall ing away in church and state is in creas ing,  the ap -
pear ance of the per sonal Antichrist, Sa tan’s mas ter -
piece,  is at hand and the great trib u la tion has no doubt
al ready be gun in cer tain coun tries and is draw ing nearer
us ev ery day.  May our meek ness be known unto all
men,  for the Lord is at hand.

 2.  Our move ment should be a con tin ual re turn ing
to the old foun tains.  Ask for the old paths and walk in
them. Jer. 6:16.  All our fa thers in lay-ac tiv ity,  Pe ter
Valdo,  Spener and Hauge drew in spi ra tion,  power and
in struc tion from the great foun tain of life opened on
Pen te cost and in the early New Tes ta ment Church.

 “O Holy Spirit,  we pray for you night and day;  oh, 
give us the same spirit and power our fa thers be fore us
have had” (Brorson).   If we leave the land marks set
down by Spener,  Pontoppidan and Hauge we shall lose
our iden tity,  de velop into a loose,  su per fi cial move -
ment and be lost in the tide of world li ness,  sec tar i an ism
or mere out ward churchianity.

 3.  Our move ment must cher ish and watch over the
three Haugean prin ci ples as enun ci ated and handed
down by our early Haugean fa thers in this coun try. 
They are:

    a. Chris tian ity is a liv ing ex pe ri ence of awak en -
ing, con ver sion, and life in God.

    b. Ap os tolic sim plic ity and lib erty in all meet ings
and wor ship as op posed to for mal ism and rit u al ism.

    c. To en cour age the gifts of grace, lay-ac tiv ity,  the 
fel low ship of the saints, the Chris tian tes ti mony, and the 
prayer meet ing.

 These con sti tute our spir i tual her i tage our fa thers
cher ished, sac ri ficed, and suf fered for.  Through these –
souls were brought to Je sus and God’s peo ple won der -
fully ed i fied and blessed.  May they be pre cious to us.

 4. We must en deavor to keep the back yard of our
lives clean.  If we grow care less as to hon esty,  truth ful -
ness,  pay ing of just debts;  if we lack in mercy,  help ful -
ness,  proper keep ing of the Lord’s Day,  to say noth ing
of open sins and con for mity to the world.  If we do not
watch,  pray,  and shine as lights in the world,  we shall

soon be like salt that has lost its sa vor and is good for
noth ing.  Pray for vic tory in your daily life.

 5.  Keep the home fire burn ing in broth erly love, 
en cour age ment,  and help ful ness.  Keep up the prayer
meet ings and fel low ship meet ings.  How we need to
draw close to gether, con fess sins and mis un der stand -
ings to one an other, and keep our selves in the love of
God and broth erly love.

 6. Our at ti tude,  as a move ment to ward the or ga -
nized con gre ga tions and church bod ies should be con -
cil ia tory,  prayer ful,  and help ful,  yet stand ing firmly on
our God-given priv i leges.  Wher ever we have an op por -
tu nity we should be will ing to serve in the Sunday
school, young peo ple’s work, giv ing to good causes or
in what ever church ac tiv ity we can be of help,  speak ing
the truth in love.  To those among us who feel they have
reached or are near ing a point where they nei ther can be
blessed nor be of a bless ing in a lo cal church,  we have
no def i nite com mon guid ing lines set down by our fa -
thers.  Let such a sad con di tion call you to self-search ing 
and prayer and wait ing upon God.  Keep your self in the
love of God.  Let us not con demn each oth ers’ views. 
What is best for one in di vid ual or one group in one
place,  may not be the best for oth ers in other lo cal i ties. 
Be of help to such pas tors and church lead ers where
there is spir i tual lib erty.  “Let us look up and lift up our
heads for our re demp tion draweth nigh.”

 P Ljostveit

to eter nal de struc tion.  If you re ject Christ,  all that is
left for you is a ter ri fy ing ex pec ta tion of Judg ment.  If
you re ject Christ,  you re ject the only means God has
pro vided to save you from the wrath to come. 

These peo ple who are de-con vert ing are play ing with
fire,  lit er ally.  How about you my friend?  Are you

look ing at the world and be ing tempted to aban don
Christ?  In the fu ture,  I be lieve it will be a lot harder to
be a Chris tian.  You see it in the world al ready.  Peo ple
are los ing their jobs,  los ing their busi nesses,  be ing
mocked by the world just for hav ing a Bib li cal
worldview.  Are you ready?  Will your an chor hold?

What Is Happiness?
John Bun yan penned these thoughts on the

sub ject: “The truly happy man was born in the
city of re gen er a tion, in the par ish of re pen tance.  
He owns the larg est state in the coun try of
Chris tian con tent ment yet wears the plain gar -
ments of hu mil ity.  He has ‘meat to eat that the
world knows not of.’  He has gos pel sub mis sion
in his con duct, due or der in his af fec tion, sound
peace in his con science, and sanc ti fy ing love
and joy in his soul.” — Excerpt 



From Our Fellowship Circle

R.A
“En closed is a check in mem ory of Pas tor Rodney
Stueland.  He served the Lord faith fully as pas tor and as
ed i tor of the Morn ing Glory for many years to gether with 
his wife Barbara.   Blessed be his mem ory.”

M. & K. B. Ossian, IA.
“Dear Brothers in Christ,

 Thanks so much for an other Morn ing Glory is sue full of
great ar ti cles and spir i tual food.  God is still ac tively
build ing his king dom and draw ing sin ners to him self
through faith ful preach ing of the word in the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  Our lit tle coun try church is re joic ing with
the an gels over two souls in our midst who re cently came
to faith.  One a pre-teen boy and the other a man in his
70’s.  I en joy giv ing books to peo ple.  Please send four
cop ies of Spirit & Power, with the re main der please re -
new our sub scrip tion and that of my in-laws.  I be lieve it
is my fa ther-in-law’s fa vor ite pe ri od i cal.  Grace and
Peace in Je sus.”

J. & P. M.
“We still en joy read ing the Morn ing Glory!  We also have 
your min is try on our prayer list.  May God con tinue to
bless and use your wit ness to His glory!”

B. I. Sisseton S.D.
Gift in Mem ory of Rod Stueland”

 B. R. La crosse, WI
“Hello, I am en clos ing a check for $_____ to cover the
cost of one copy of Spirit & Power to be sent to the fol -
low ing per son: _______.  I ap pre ci ate it very much. 
Thank you.

E. B. Fer tile, MN
Send one copy each of Al tar Steps, Mir ror of the Heart
and Sin ners in the Hands of an An gry God.   En closed is
$______for the above.  The rest is a do na tion to Morn ing
Glory.  Thank you. 

M. T. Ap ple Val ley, Mn
A gift In mem ory of Rodney Stueland

D. M. Dubuque, IA
“Dear Brother or sis ter in Christ:

 Would you please send me one (1) copy of the book
Spirit and Power by Ludvig Hope.   En closed is a check
in the amount of ________.   We ex press our grat i tude to
the anon y mous do nor who has taken on him self or her -
self the post age costs.  May our Sav ior bless the min is try,

wit ness, and out reach of the Hauge Lu theran Inner -
mission Fed er a tion.  God’s peace through the mer its and
wounds of the Sav ior.”

B.N. Bis marck, N.D.
The Morn ing Glory is un der new lead er ship.  The old and 
the new.  Both are spe cial peo ple do ing well.  I en joy the
pa per.  Please con tinue the for mat,  the va ri ety it con tains.

L. H. Piedmont, SD
I have been read ing the Morn ing Glory reg u larly for al -
most 60 years.  It is al ways a bless ing and de pend able –
not com pro mis ing.

The Lord be gan a per sonal faith within me as a young
man on the farm.  We left the farm to study for the min is -
try.  I at tended Wal dorf, Augustana, Free Lu theran Sem i -
nary and Lu theran Brethren Sem i nary and was blessed to 
have op por tu ni ties to share the Word of God in many
places.  Now re tired, I drive school bus and fill in for
Faith and Ea gle Butte oc ca sion ally.  I also have a weed
spray ing busi ness in the sum mer. 

We have eight kids, 22 grandkids and 13 great grand kids, 
so fam ily keeps us busy.  Lillian and I are both quite
healthy yet.

I was well ac quainted with Rodney Stueland for many
years.  He was faith ful to the Lord,  and is well in eter nity.

En closed is a gift to Morn ing Glory and some names you
have al ready (some names were listed to put on the Morn -
ing Glory mail ing list if they were not al ready on it).

God bless!  

In Je sus,

E. G. Park land County, Al berta
Dear Brothers in Christ

Please mail me the book, “Spirit and Power”.

Please pray for me,  for like Jer e miah,  I have been per se -
cuted for say ing that God’s peo ple need to re pent.  It has
been go ing on for a long time,  even among lead ers.

God’s last words to me,  Jer 15:15-16:  “You who know, 
O Lord,  Re mem ber me,  take no tice of me,  And take
ven geance for me on my per se cu tors.  Do not,  in view of
Your pa tience,  take me away;  Know that for Your sake I
en dure re proach.  Your words were found and I ate them, 
And Your words be came for me a joy and the de light of
my heart;  For I have been called by Your name,  O Lord 
God of hosts.”
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I love these words from Lu ther: “Each be liever has ac -
cess to God di rectly,  apart from hu man in ter fer ence.” 
And to day do we feel com pelled to go to our Chris tian
su per stars in stead of learn ing to seek God?  My Fault,  I
trusted the lead ers.

Thank you. 

In Christ,

R. & C. H. 
Dear Friends,

Thank you for con tin u ing to send us the “Morn ing
Glory”.  We ap pre ci ate the many en cour ag ing and
teach ing ar ti cles.

We were sad dened to learn of Pas tor Stueland’s pass ing,  
but not for him,  but for those he left be hind. 

God bless you as you con tinue in His ser vice. 

In Christ,

My Her i tage

I re cently had some one ask me if the fam ily I grew up 
in had al ways been Chris tians.  I shared the fol low ing of
what I re mem ber.

My fa ther was a work a holic.  He shelled corn in the
Badger and Fort Dodge area for farm ers dur ing the day
and farmed the land many times at night.  He and two
broth ers worked to gether to farm sev eral farms, so we 3
kids,  Dale,  Don and I were al ways busy walk ing beans, 
help ing with the hay har vest and driv ing trac tor.  I don’t
re mem ber my Dad spend ing much time with the fam ily
or my self.  How ever,  Sunday af ter noons were usu ally a
time to rest and visit rel a tives and Hol i days were al ways
im por tant to all of us.

Mom, who had come from a strong re li gious church
back ground made sure we were in Sunday school and in
the Jr. Choir on Wednes day eve nings.  We did n’t al ways
go to church,  so Sunday morn ing Mom and Dad of ten
talked to de cide if we were stay ing for church or go ing
home right af ter Sunday school.  We kids were al ways
happy when we could go home.

One week my grandpa and grandma Thomp son in -
vited Dad and Mom to at tend some spe cial evan ge lis tic
ser vices that were be ing held in the Badger Lu theran
Church,  where we some times at tended.  My Dad’s re -
sponse was “some one better ap pear”, so Mom and I went.  
The Evan ge list Jo seph Erickson spoke ev ery night on sin,  
sal va tion,  and the need to ac cept Christ per son ally in our
lives.  By Wednes day eve ning, Mom was so con victed
she told my Dad she did n’t want to go.  She said,  “That
man makes me feel as if I am not a Chris tian”,  and Dad

said,  “You’re not”.  Mom had been bap tized,  con firmed,  
and took com mu nion while reg u larly at tend ing church, 
but did not have a per sonal re la tion ship with Christ.

On Sunday morn ing,  the last day of the spe cial ser -
vices, all of us went to church.  As we walked out,  the
evan ge list was at the door shak ing hands.  As he took
Mom’s hand,  he asked,  “Have you ac cepted Christ into
your heart?”  Mom be gan to cry and he in vited Mom and
Dad into the pas tor’s study to visit with him.  We kids
waited on the church steps.  When Mom and Dad re ap -
peared,  Mom was a new per son in Christ,  Dad was an -
gry.

Mon day came and Mom re ceived a phone call from a 
Chris tian neigh bor.  She told her how ex cited the Chris -
tians were that Dad and she had been saved and asked if a
few Chris tians could come to their home that night to
visit.  Mom had no idea what to say,  but said she’d ask
Dad.  When Dad heard about it he re sponded,  “They can
come,  but don’t ex pect me to be here.”

That eve ning Dad milked cows and Mom baked a
cake for her guests.  Un cle Ole and Aunt Sol ar rived
early,  parked be hind the ga rage and con se quently
blocked Dad from us ing the car to leave.  Mom had me
car ry ing chairs from all over the house as fam i lies be gan
ar riv ing fill ing both the din ing room and liv ing room.  I
was on my way down with a chair when Dad was go ing
up to change af ter show er ing.  I was so ex cited I ex -
claimed,  “Dad, have you ever seen so many peo ple?” 
His an swer was a sharp,  “shut-up!”  We kids had a great
time play ing in the base ment while the adults sang,  read
scrip ture and shared tes ti mo nies.  Af ter the meet ing was
over,  I re mem ber see ing Dad stand ing in the kitchen with 
a cou ple older Chris tian men talk ing to him.  (Bert
Chantland and Knute Haugen)  He did not ac cept Christ
that night,  but shared later he was so un der con vic tion, 
he was fear ful he would go to hell be fore be ing saved.  He 
told us the devil worked on him all week try ing to con -
vince him he was too ig no rant to be a Chris tian.  He told
him he was too bad,  he needed to know the Bi ble better, 
should go to Bi ble school etc.  Then one night,  as he lay
awake wres tling with the Spirit’s con vic tion,  a verse
came to him as if it was al most writ ten on the ceil ing “Un -
less you are con verted and be come as a lit tle child,  you
shall not en ter into the King dom of heaven.  Dad re al ized
then that a lit tle child knows noth ing, so he too could
come to Christ with his sin with out know ing any thing. 
He was im me di ately re leased from his sin and bond age
and re ceived peace in his heart.  He told us the next day
that even the cows looked dif fer ent.  I re mem ber he asked 
Mom to call the Chris tian neigh bor so he could find out if
that verse was in the Bi ble.  She came over im me di ately
to show it to him from Mat thew 18:3.



From that day on, our home changed.  My Dad con tin -
ued farm ing with a proper per spec tive and church and spe -
cial ser vices be came a pri or ity.  Dad started daily fam ily
de vo tions, we at tended church and Sunday school and
weekly prayer meet ings and I saw a dif fer ence in their
lives.

Within a year, I too, ac cepted Christ into my heart and
thus be gan my walk with Him.  I praise the Lord for bring -
ing sal va tion into our home, for the changes it brought and
for my par ents strong Chris tian ex am ple all of my life.  I
look for ward to see ing them in heaven.

Written by Carol Thomp son Kleveland, Au gust 2012

In tro duc tion to “In fant Bap tism 
and Adult Con ver sion” By O. Hallesby

THE re la tion be tween re gen er a tion in Bap tism on the
one hand and awak en ing and con ver sion on the other is a
prob lem which has pro duced great dif fi cul ties through the
his tory of the church.   This co mes most clearly to light in
the preach ing.  Some preach ing keeps bap tis mal grace
clearly in view and speaks of it both of ten and fer vently. 
But is un able to find an or ganic place for them in con nec -
tion with bap tis mal grace.

Other preach ing speaks clearly of awak en ing and con -
ver sion.  But it never men tions Bap tism,  not be cause it re -
jects the re gen er a tive ef fect of Bap tism,  but be cause it is
un able to pro vide a place for Bap tism in con nec tion with
awak en ing and con ver sion.

One who is some what well in formed will know how
much of both these kinds of preach ing there is in our day. 
And both will work harm by sup press ing such im por tant
phases of the Gos pel’s sav ing truth.  It will be of great im -
por tance both of preach ing and for the care of souls to
have placed awak en ing and con ver sion in the right re la -
tion to bap tis mal grace.  It will be of im por tance both in
deal ing with the God-fear ing child that has re mained in the 
grace of Bap tism, and with the back slider who is awak -
ened and led to con ver sion.

Ed i tor: We have re printed this clas sic, it is now avail able.  
Go to the back page to see the de tails, and re quest your
copy to day.

What is God like?

The first Chap ter of A.W. Tozer’s book, “The
Knowl edge of the Holy” says it per fectly.  He writes: 
“What co mes into our minds when we think about God is
the most im por tant thing about us.  The his tory of man -

kind will prob a bly show that no peo ple has ever risen
above its re li gion,  and man’s spir i tual his tory will pos i -
tively dem on strate that no re li gion has ever been greater
than its idea of God. 

“For this rea son the grav est ques tion be fore the
Church is al ways God Him self,  and the most por ten tous
fact about any man is not what he at any given time may
say or do,  but what he in his deep heart con ceives God to
be like.  We tend by a se cret law of the soul to move to -
ward our men tal im age of God.  This is true not only of
the in di vid ual Chris tian,  but of the com pany of Chris -
tians that com poses the Church.  Al ways the most re veal -
ing thing about the Church is her idea of God.

“Were we able to ex tract from any man a com plete
an swer to the ques tion, “What co mes into your mind
when you think about God?” we might pre dict with cer -
tainty the spir i tual fu ture of that man.  Were we able to
know ex actly what our most in flu en tial re li gious lead ers
think of God to day,  we might be able with some pre ci -
sion to fore tell where the Church will stand to mor row.

“With out doubt,  the might i est thought the mind can
en ter tain is the thought of God,  and the weight i est word
in any lan guage is its word for God. 

“That our idea of God cor re sponds as nearly as pos si -
ble to the true be ing of God is of im mense im por tance to
us.

“I be lieve there is scarcely an er ror in doc trine or a
fail ure in ap ply ing Chris tian eth ics that can not be traced
fi nally to im per fect and ig no ble thoughts about God.  It is 
my opin ion that the Chris tian con cep tion of God cur rent
in these mid dle years of the twen ti eth cen tury is so dec a -
dent as to be ut terly be neath the dig nity of the Most High
God and ac tu ally to con sti tute for pro fessed be liev ers
some thing amount ing to a moral ca lam ity.

“Low views of God de stroy the gos pel for all who
hold them.  Among the sins to which the hu man heart is
prone,  hardly any other is more hate ful to God than idol -
a try,  for idol a try is at bot tom a li bel on His char ac ter. 
The idol a trous heart as sumes that God is other than He is
- in it self a mon strous sin - and sub sti tutes for the true
God one made af ter its own like ness. 

“The first step down for any church is taken when it
sur ren ders its high opin ion of God.  Be fore the Chris tian
Church goes into eclipse any where there must first be a
cor rupt ing of her sim ple ba sic the ol ogy.  She sim ply gets
a wrong an swer to the ques tion, “What is God like?” and
goes on from there.”

A.W. Tozer had his fin ger on the heart beat of Chris -
tian ity. What was true in his day,  60 + years ago,  is even
more true to day.
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Believable, Yet unbelievable.

Man And Woman

“Gov. Kim Reynolds’ new at tempt to en force con -
ser va tive val ues in Iowa, in tro duc ing a bill that would
de fine the words “sex,” “man” and “woman” in state
law,  has raised the hack les of civil rights and LGBTQ
groups.”

From the Des Moines Register

Ed i tor:  Sci ence is like truth to day,  you can de fine it
any way you want.  For 6,000 years all cul tures knew the 
dif fer ence be tween a man and woman.  The scrip tures
are clear,  there are not hun dreds of gen ders.  Our feel -
ings don’t de ter mine our gen der.  Our minds are bro ken.  
Bi ol ogy de ter mines gen der. 

When an swer ing a ques tion about mar riage,  an other is -
sue our pa gan cul ture gets wrong,  Je sus says: “Have
you not read that He who cre ated them from the be gin -
ning MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE.” (Math
19:4)  Je sus be ing God,  knows that your bi o log i cal sex
is de ter mined at con cep tion,  the mo ment you are cre -
ated.  It is not de ter mined by your kin der gar ten teacher
at the age of five.

A Man in Women’s Clothing

“The coach of a high school girls bas ket ball team in
Mas sa chu setts for feited a game at halftime ear lier this
month af ter a bi o log i cal male play ing for the other team
had in jured three of his play ers dur ing the phys i cal
game.

The coach for Col le giate Char ter School of Lowell
called it quits dur ing a Feb. 8 game af ter watch ing a
third girl get hurt against the KIPP Acad emy team, 
which fea tured a 6-foot player with fa cial hair,  ac cord -
ing to Fox News.

It is per mis si ble for bi o log i cal males to play on
girls’ teams in Mas sa chu setts,  per the Mas sa chu setts
Interscholastic Ath letic As so ci a tion (MIAA),  the gov -
ern ing body for high school ath let ics.  Re gard less, 
KIPP re fused to con firm the bearded player’s gen der
iden ti fi ca tion.”

Newsmax Feb 2024

Ed i tor:  J. D. Unwin wrote a book in the 1930s about
“Sex and Cul ture”.  I will write an ar ti cle about that next
month.  But one of the things he writes,  (and he never
pro fessed to be a Chris tian,  he was a sec u lar an thro pol -
o gist) af ter study ing 86 cul tures over the course of 5,000 
years he de ter mined that there was a con fu sion of rea son 

that would set in af ter a cul ture aban doned mo nog amy
as the sex ual norm.  A type of in san ity would set in,  a
men tal con fu sion,  and we are see ing that to day. 

God is clear about the dis tinc tion be tween male and fe -
male.  They are cre ated equal in the eyes of God,  but
they are not the same.  At least up un til a few years ago, 
it was agreed that they were dif fer ent phys i cally,  men -
tally,  and emo tion ally,  and this dis tinc tive ness was to
be guarded, pro tected and cel e brated.

Deut 22:5 “A woman shall not wear man’s cloth ing,  nor
shall a man put on a woman’s cloth ing;  for who ever does
these things is an abom i na tion to the Lord your God.”

This is not so much about cloth ing, but it is about the
dis tinc tion be tween male and fe male.  Men need to dress 
like men and women need to dress like women.  It does -
n’t iden tify what that cloth ing looks like. It does not say
men should wear pants and women dresses.  So my con -
ten tion is that it is de ter mined by cul ture.  You should be
able to look at a man, in the day in which you live, and
even apart from his build and his fa cial hair,  know from
what he is wear ing that he is a man.  Same with women, 
you should be able to look at a woman and aside from
the ob vi ous fem i nine phys i cal fea tures,  you should
know from how she is dressed, that she is a woman —
even to day when a lot of the cloth ing is what they call
uni sex. If you put a T-shirt and blue jeans on a woman
and a T-shirt and blue jeans on a man, usu ally the way
that they are worn makes it ev i dent at a glance that one is 
a woman and one is a man. Now if an ef fort is made to
con fuse or de ceive by the way the cloth ing is worn,  then 
that is an abom i na tion. God made men and women dif -
fer ent and that is to be cel e brated,  not con fused. 

To put a bi o log i cal male,  who thinks he’s a girl,  on a
women’s bas ket ball team and al low him to go out and
phys i cally in jure the girls he is play ing against is an
abom i na tion.  We are wit ness ing the de cline and death
of our cul ture.  Apart from the Grace of God and a re -
vival,  the Amer i can ex per i ment may have less than 50
years left.  More on that next month when I write about
Unwin’s con clu sions.

Abortion

Broth els were com mon place within an tiq uity and
were of ten placed be tween houses of re spected Ro man
fam i lies. 

 Far from be ing per ceived as ta boo,  broth els were
one of the most com mon gath er ing places for Ro man



men.  It was seen as an ti so cial for men not to en gage in ac -
tiv i ties with pros ti tutes.

There are two ways ar chae ol o gists know whether a
build ing dis cov ered is a brothel or not. 

The first is by sign age — with names and prices on
one side and “occupata” (“oc cu pied” in Latin) on the re -
verse.  Or ob vi ous in scrip tions like “cellae meretriciae”
(pros ti tute’s cot) which marked out the pur pose of the lo -
ca tion. 

The other way is the dis cov ery of the mass graves of
chil dren.

 In Ro man An tiq uity chil dren were not con sid ered
real peo ple un til they were at least two.  Fa thers were le -
gally al lowed to kill their chil dren with out le gal re per cus -
sion.

 This made in fan ti cide ram pant in the an cient world. 
The pres ence of fe tal and new born skel e tons in mass
graves give ar chae ol o gists an in di ca tion that what they’re
ex ca vat ing could very well be a brothel.

 There was no eth i cal di lemma in the an cient world
with these sit u a tions be cause chil dren had been fully de -
hu man ized in an tiq uity.  They “looked hu man”,  but  were
“non complere per so nas” (not fully per sons yet),  as one
an cient writer put it. 

 Infanticidal prac tices were con sid ered ac cept able, 
jus ti fi able,  and nec es sary due to the lack of con tra cep tion
and the adult who was (un like chil dren of course) a “full
per son” and there fore within their rights to do as they
pleased.

 The con cept of in trin sic hu man value — that you
have dig nity, worth, and pur pose by na ture of sim ply be -
ing hu man — is for eign to the vast ma jor ity of hu man his -
tory. 

 It has only re cently been broadly ac cepted,  and only
due to the Judea-Chris tian ethic,  that the value of the hu -
man be ing no mat ter what size,  stage,  sit u a tion,  race, 
gen der,  etc.,  etc., came into fru ition as a so ci etal norm. 

 I’m see ing a lot of very rel e vant con ver sa tions that
both sad den and worry me.  Worry me about the state of
how we view hu man worth,  dig nity,  and value - con cepts
which only have a leg to stand on via his tor i cal bib li cal
ground ing.  As a his to rian,  I spend a lot of my time read -
ing the writ ings of an cient pa gans and some times their ar -
gu ments jus ti fy ing their de hu man iza tion’s and sac ri fices
(lit eral sac ri fices in many cases) don’t sound nearly as an -
cient as they ought to be.

 The an cients had no qualms with child sac ri fice be -
cause they had ut terly de hu man ized ba bies.  An other re -
minder that so ci etal as sump tions do not equate with truth, 
mo ral ity,  or jus tice.

 Wesley Huff, Central Canada Director 
for Apologetics Canada, WesleyHuff.com

Read your Bible!

The Cen ter for Bi ble En gage ment con ducted an im -
pres sive study ex plor ing the im pact of Bi ble en gage ment
on 400,000 Chris tians in North Amer ica.

When you spend only 1-3 times a week read ing the
Bi ble, it has next to no im pact on you.

As soon as peo ple in the study passed the num ber
three thresh old and went into their fourth en gage ment
with the Bi ble each week,  they saw a sig nif i cantly pos i -
tive dif fer ence in how they felt and how well they dealt
with hard times.

Feel ing lonely dropped 30% 

An ger is sues dropped 32%

Al co hol ism dropped 57%

Re la tional is sues (es pe cially in mar riage) dropped 40%

Por nog ra phy and other sex ual sins dropped 62%

Feel ing spir i tu ally stag nant dropped 60%

This ex plains why so many peo ple are hurt ing.
He brews 4:12 says, “The Word of God is liv ing and

ac tive,  sharper than any two-edged sword,  pierc ing to
the di vi sion of soul and of spirit,  of joints and of mar row,  
and dis cern ing the thoughts and in ten tions of the heart.”

NOT GOING YOUR WAY

“You’re just out of date,”  said young Pastor Bate,

To one of our faithful old preachers,

Who had carried for years in travail and tears

The gospel to poor, sinful creatures.

“You still preach on Hades,  and shock cultured ladies

With your barbarous doctrine of blood.

You’re so far behind you will never catch up:

You’re a flat tire stuck in the mud.”

For some little while a wee bit of a smile

Enlightened the old preacher’s face;

Being made the butt of ridicule’s cut

Did not ruffle his sweetness and grace.

Then he turned to young Bate,  so suave and sedate

“ ‘Catch up,’  did my ears hear you say?

Why, I couldn’t succeed if I doubled my speed;

My friend,  I’m not going your way!”

       -Amer i can Chris tian Re view-

Reprinted from March 1959 Morning Glory
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Communion Taken Unworthily

Is it not pe cu liar how the streets of a large city,  so
noisy through out the day,  be come quiet and des o late at
two o’clock in the morn ing?  There stand the houses, 
mere si lent and dark masses. The streetlights are
shrouded by fog.

Shivering,  I turn the cor ner of a street which leads to
the hos pi tal.  A tele phone call awak ened me in the mid dle 
of the night.  A dy ing man is call ing for the pas tor.

Light is stream ing from one win dow,  quar rel ing
voices dis turb the si lence of the night.  How can they be
so stu pid as to dis pute over there while at the hos pi tal a
soul is at the brink of pass ing into Eter nity!

It is as ton ish ing!  I should be ac cus tomed to death! 
How many I have watched on bat tle fields and on hos pi tal 
beds pass from life into death.  Nev er the less, the fact re -
mains that I am al ways dis turbed when some one hears
the call of the liv ing God, “Son of Adam, re turn to dust.”

I must hurry!  Soon I am be fore the large ed i fice.  Af -
ter no ti fy ing the door keeper of my er rand, he points out
the way and I ar rive at the door in di cated.  I en ter.  On the
bed lies a young man.  His anx ious wife is seated close
be side him.  Seeing me,  she runs to ward me:  “Rev er end,  
quick,  give my hus band Com mu nion!”

I look at the pa tient.  Death is al ready writ ten on his
face.  He seems to be un aware of my pres ence.

Give the Holy Sac ra ment to that dy ing man?  No!  On 
the other hand,  I am per suaded that a dy ing per son still
un der stands what we say even when he seems to be com -
pletely un con scious.  Thus,  I am go ing to ac com pany
him right to the thresh old of Eter nity with prayer and the
Word of Grace.

His wife clutches my hand.  “Rev er end,  quick,  give
him Com mu nion!”

I put her aside by a ges ture.  Her dis tress is pain ful to
see.  I lean over the sick man and slowly re peat these
words:  “The blood of Je sus Christ his Son cleanseth us
from all sin.”

Slowly he opens his eyes and looks at me.  His wife
seizes my arm:  “Quick! give him Com mu nion.

If only that woman would keep still!  I hurry her out
into the cor ri dor and seek to make her un der stand the
folly of her re quest: “Your hus band is very low.  To give
him Com mu nion would sim ply make mat ters worse.”

She breaks down in sobs and re plies:  “But just the
same my hus band must get to Heaven!”

What should I re ply to that?  “Madam,”  I say im pa -
tiently,  “do you be lieve that just an out ward cer e mony
can cause him to es cape the judg ment of God?  If your
hus band knows the Lord Je sus Christ as his Sav ior and

be lieves on Him,  then he is saved,  even if he does not
now re ceive the Sac ra ment.  Out side of Christ,  Holy
Com mu nion can not help him in the least!”

But she will not lis ten.  She tries to per suade me how
much her hus band has de sired Com mu nion.  

Alas!  I was at that time at the very be gin ning of my
min is try.  At school no one had pre pared me for such
cases as this.  Un de cided,  not know ing what to do,  I gave 
in.

We re-en ter the room.  Hastily I pre pare for Com mu -
nion.  Our com ing and go ing has awak ened the pa tient. 
Si lently,  but con sciously so far as I can tell,  he fol lows
what goes on about him.

“This is my blood of the New Cov e nant which is
shed for many for the re mis sion of sins.”  These pow er ful
words re sound in the great si lence of the night.  They are
like a rock of eter nal sal va tion.

The guard ian of the sick room turns aside and prays. 
I rec og nize him as a fer vent be liever.

Com mu nion was given.  The pa tient,  ap par ently re -
lieved,  lay back on his pil lows.  The guard ian and I went
from the room,  leav ing the cou ple alone to gether for
their fi nal fare well.

But I did not leave the hos pi tal yet.  The guard ian be -
gan a con ver sa tion which I did not care to break off.  I had 
the im pres sion too that all was not set tled in the pa tient’s
room.  A half-hour passed.  All was quiet.  “Let’s go to see 
how the sick one is,”  I sug gested.  I opened the door.  An
as ton ish ing scene met my eyes.  The pa tient, sit ting up in
bed, greeted us laugh ingly:  “I came back to life;  all’s
well now!”

His wife threw her arms about his neck,  laugh ing
and cry ing at the same time.  What a sur prise!  But why
doubt it?  How of ten we meet peo ple on the street who at
one time or other have been given up by doc tors?  The joy 
of those two be ings was con ta gious;  one had to re joice
with them.  I took the pa tient’s hand:  “How happy I am to 
wit ness such a turn of events.”

Just at that mo ment the change of the sit u a tion im -
pressed it self upon me with force.  I had to add still an -
other word:  “My friend,  when you found your self at the
thresh old of Eter nity,  the Lord Je sus came to you even
there with His grace.  Don’t sep a rate your self again from
this Sav ior.”

A fright ful gri mace spread over his face.  It was like a 
re flec tion of Hell.  With the smile of a mocker he said, 
“Pooh!  I have no more need of all that now that I live
again.”

Floored, I stood there un able to say one word.  All of
a sud den the pa tient put his hand over his heart and
slowly sank back ward.  He was dead.

I slipped out into the night.



“Who ever,  there fore,  eats the bread or drinks the cup
of the Lord in an un wor thy man ner will be guilty of pro -
fan ing the body and blood of the Lord.  Let a man ex am ine 
him self,  and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup.  For
any one who eats and drinks with out dis cern ing the body, 
eats and drinks judg ment upon him self.  That is why many
of you are weak and ill, and some have died” (I Co rin thi -
ans 11:27-30).

W. Busch, Morning Glory, Sept. 1960. Taken from
REVEIL,  a French Christian Pub li ca tion,  trans lated

from French to Eng lish by Ra chel and Leslie Stennes.

Be hold the Lamb of God

“Be hold,  the Lamb of God that tak eth away the sin of
the world.” (John 1:29)

Sin is the great ca lam ity for us men, yes, for the whole
cre ation.  Sin is the cause of all the sor row and dis tress in
the world.  If sin were ban ished,  all evil would dis ap pear
as dew be fore the sun.  Sin has sep a rated us from God,  and 
has brought upon us sor row and sick ness and death.  The
en tire world is sunk down in blood and tears.  Gen er a tions
come and go,  but their ways and goings look so hope -
lessly much alike.

But in the midst of all this dark night,  heaven is
opened to us in grace.  God co mes down to us and be -
comes man.  Out over the sin-rav aged gen er a tion sounds
the voice of God’s prophet:  “Be hold,  the Lamb of God
that tak eth away the sin of the world.”

A won der ful word!  Can any thing greater be told us, 
and can any thing more com fort ing reach our ears?

What we were in duty bound to bear,  the Lord laid on
Christ,  and “He re moved the in iq uity of that land in one
day.”  When He tasted of death for ev ery man,  He took
away our sin and debt;  and when you and I re pent and be -
lieve that we are saved in Him,  then He cleanses us by
faith,  and God re gards us in Christ as if we never had
sinned.

Re pen tance and for give ness of sins shall be preached 
in the name of Christ unto all the na tions, be cause the Son 
of man has au thor ity on earth to for give sins.  And when
the be liev ing sin ner leaves his body to be at home with
the Lord, he is freed from sin for ever.

In that way the Lamb of God takes away the sin of the 
world.

“I will sing of my Re deemer
 And His won drous love to me:
 On the cruel cross He suf fered
 From the curse to set me free.”

By Ludvig Hope, Reprinted from 
the April, 1943 issue of the Morning Glory

What Happens to Sins of Saved People?

“I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy
transgressions for mine own sake, and will not
remember thy sins.” (Isa. 43:25)

The sins of the world are laid on Je sus Christ.  He
paid the pen alty of sin in His death on the cross.  Isa iah
53:6 tells us, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we
have turned ev ery one to his own way; and the LORD
hath laid on him the in iq uity of us all.”  In God’s di vine
plan of mak ing the be liev ing sin ner fit for Heaven, He
does away with sin by the blood of Je sus Christ.

In Psalm 103:12 and Isa iah 38:17 the words “as far as 
the east is from the west” and “for thou (God) hast cast all 
my sins be hind thy back” are fig ures of speech show ing
that the sins of the world were laid on Je sus and that all
who trust Him will never again have to an swer to God for 
sin.  (Ed. Please prayer fully read Psalm 66:18, Jer e miah
5:25, Prov erbs 28:13, 1 John 1:5 – 2:2.)  

What hap pens to the Chris tian’s sins?  They are blot -
ted out, done away with, cast into the deep est sea, re -
moved in oth ers words, they are no more.  Je sus’ death
paid for them.  

A lit tle fel low asked his mother, “Where are my
sins?”

She an swered, “They are gone.”
“I know,” said he, “but where are they?”
Then she asked him, “Where are the words that were

on your chalk board?”
“They’re gone.”
“I know, but where are they?” 
“They’re blot ted out,” he an swered; “they’re no -

where!” 
  Mother said, “That’s where your sins are.  They are

blot ted out.  They are no where!”                  Se lected
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My Wonderful Salvation!

My wonderful salvation carries
only the fingerprints of Jesus

Christ.  My guilt ridden
fingerprints were found in the

lust of my flesh, lust of my eyes
and on the pride of my life.  

Toby Knutson
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Scripture and the 
Gay Christian Movement

This is the fifth in a se ries of ar ti cles about the move -
ment to ac cept the gay life style within the Chris tian
church, in clud ing same-sex mar riage and or di na tion of
openly gay clergy.  Scrip tural texts will be looked at first
from the Gay move ment’s anal y sis of them and then from 
the exegetical ap proach of what the verses are say ing.

Nat u ral and Un nat u ral

“For this rea son God gave them over to de -
grad ing pas sions; for their women ex changed
the nat u ral func tion for that which is un nat u ral, 
and in the same way also the men aban doned
the nat u ral func tion of the woman and burned
in their de sire to ward one an other, men with
men com mit ting in de cent acts and re ceiv ing in
their own per sons the due pen alty of their er -
ror.”  (Romans 1:26-27)

Gay Re sponse

How we un der stand this pas sage hinges in large part
on how we un der stand the mean ing of the “nat u ral” and
“un nat u ral.”  It’s com monly as sumed by those who hold
to the tra di tional in ter pre ta tion that these terms re fer back 
to Gen e sis 1 and 2, and are in tended to de fine het ero sex u -
al ity as God’s nat u ral de sign and ho mo sex u al ity as an un -
nat u ral dis tor tion of that de sign.  But once again, closer
ex am i na tion does not sup port that in ter pre ta tion.  …

The idol a ters are with out ex cuse be cause they knew
the truth, they started with the truth, but they re jected it. 
Paul’s sub se quent state ments about sex ual be hav ior fol -
low this same pat tern.  The woman, he says, “ex changed” 
nat u ral re la tions for un nat u ral ones.  And the men “aban -
doned” re la tions with women and com mit ted shame ful
acts with other men.  Both the men and the women started 
with het ero sex u al ity – they were nat u rally dis posed to it
just as they were nat u rally dis posed to the knowl edge of
God – but they re jected their orig i nal, nat u ral in cli na tions 
for those that were un nat u ral:  for them, same-sex be hav -
ior.  Paul’s ar gu ment about idol a try re quires that there be
an ex change; the rea son, he says, that the idol a ters are at
fault is be cause they first knew God but then turned away
from Him, ex changed Him for idols.  Paul’s ref er ence to
same sex be hav ior is in tended to il lus trate this larger sin
of idol a try.  But in or der for it to have any force, in or der
for it to make sense within this ar gu ment, the peo ple he is
de scrib ing must nat u rally be gin with het ero sex ual re la -

tions and then aban don them.  And that is ex actly how he
is de scrib ing it.  But that is not what we are talk ing about,  
Gay peo ple have a nat u ral, per ma nent ori en ta tion to ward
those of the same sex; it’s not some thing that they choose, 
and it’s not some thing they can change.  They aren’t
aban don ing het ero sex u al ity – that’s never an op tion for
them to be gin with.  And if ap plied to gay peo ple, Paul’s
ar gu ment here should ac tu ally work in the other di rec -
tion:  If the point of the pas sage is to re buke those who
have spurned their true na ture, be it re li gious when it co -
mes to idol a try or sex ual, then just as those who were nat -
u rally het ero sex ual should not be with those of the same
sex, so, too, those who have a nat u ral ori en ta tion to ward
the same sex should not be with those of the op po site sex.  
For them, that would be ex chang ing “the nat u ral for the
un nat u ral” in just the same way.1

Bib li cal Re sponse

These 2 verses tell us very clearly man kind’s twist ing 
of God’s de sign and plan is for hu man sex u al ity.  From
the very be gin ning, God’s plan was for a man and a
woman to come to gether in the es tate of mar riage and
leave fa ther and mother and cleave to one an other and be -
come one flesh through the sex ual un ion.  There is no
place in the Scrip tures where any other de sign is pre -
sented as ac cept able.

Be cause sin has twisted the think ing of peo ple, they
have a dis torted view of God.  “For even though they
knew God, they did not honor Him as God, or give
thanks; but they be came fu tile in their spec u la tions, and
their fool ish heart was dark ened.”  (Romans 1:21)  Be -
cause they per sisted in this de lu sion and would not re -
pent, God gave them over to their lusts since that is what
they wanted and would not change.  “There fore God
gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to im pu rity, that 
their bod ies might be dis hon ored among them.”
(Romans 1:24)  No tice that it says that the re sult of God
do ing this to them was that their bod ies will be dis hon -
ored among them.  So what they are go ing to do is go ing
to be a dis honor to their very cre ation as male and fe male.

Be cause when God gave them over, this meant that
now the pas sion that would nor mally drive peo ple to nor -
mal sex ual re la tions is in flamed to where it now be comes a 
de grad ing pas sion, not a nat u ral de sire.  “For this rea son
God gave them over to de grad ing pas sions; for their
women ex changed the nat u ral func tion for that which is
un nat u ral.”  (Romans 1:26)  Con trary to what the Gay Ar -
gu ment states,it is not turn ing for what some one per ceives
as “nat u ral” to their in cli na tion, but rather it is what na ture
it self teaches us about male and fe male sex u al ity.  It is ob -

1 The Gay Debate:  The Bible and Homosexuality by Matthew Vines on You Tube.



vi ous from na ture that a male must mate with a fe male. 
There is no other way that this can work and there is no
other way that off spring will come.  When the Scrip ture
here says the “nat u ral” use, the lit eral mean ing is “ac cord -
ing to na ture,” not ac cord ing to per sonal pref er ence.

This is the de sign that the women in verse 26 are do -
ing.  They ex changed the use “ac cord ing to na ture” of
mat ing with a man to en gag ing in a sex ual fash ion with an -
other fe male.  This is the re sult of “de grad ing pas sion.” 
The men do the same thing.  They aban don the use “ac -
cord ing to na ture” of mat ing with a woman to en gag ing in
a sex ual fash ion with an other man.  Verse 27 does not de -
scribe this as just a free choice that any one can make.  It
de scribes this in very strong terms of wick ed ness.  It is the
re sult of “burn ing in their de sire”for this act.  It is in flamed 
pas sion that they won’t be able to con trol un less they turn
to God in re pen tance.  

It is not just an al ter nate form of sex u al ity in God’s
eyes.  It is de scribed as com mit ting “in de cent acts,” not
righ teous, Godly acts.  It is even stron ger in the Greek text
be cause it is called “The Dis grace ful Deeds.”  In other
words, from a sex ual stand point, this is as bad as it gets.

Be cause of this, they will re ceive “the due pen alty for
their er ror.”  It is not right in God’s eyes, and He calls it an
er ror that will in cur His judg ment.  He is per fectly just in so
do ing this be cause they bla tantly en gage in that which is a
com plete per ver sion of God’s plan and de sign.  For the Gay
Move ment to state that God ap proves of same- sex re la tion -
ships which are within a lov ing, com mit ted re la tion ship
(like Gay Mar riage) is no where stated or even al luded to in
the Scrip ture.  Rather, it is clear from this New Tes ta ment
pas sage that all forms of same-sex be hav ior are sin in God’s
eyes, re gard less of how they are prac ticed.

Does this mean that there is no hope for those who are
caught up in this life style?  It says that “God gave them
over” to their lusts.” (vv. 24, 26)  He gives them over to
their pas sions and lusts, and His judg ments upon them are
real and true in this life and in the next if they con tinue this
way.  For tu nately, God did not give up on them.  The Holy
Spirit is at work in all sin ners, in clud ing those caught up in 
this par tic u lar sin.  He can show even the most hard ened
and cal loused sin ners the er ror of their ways, but He uses
His Word to do this.  When cer tain peo ple per vert the
Scrip tures so that this does n’t ap pear as a sin, then there
would be no rea son to look upon it as a sin in God’s eyes. 
But when we let the Scrip ture stand as it is writ ten, it is
clear that this is bla tant sin in God’s eyes.  When we come
to that re al iza tion, then God now has the rem edy for this
and all sin.  “My lit tle chil dren, I am writ ing these things to 
you that you may not sin. And if any one sins, we have an
Ad vo cate with the Fa ther, Je sus Christ the righ teous;  and
He Him self is the pro pi ti a tion for our sins; and not for

ours only, but also for those of the whole world.”  (I John
2:1-2)  The Blood of Je sus can cleanse any one from all
sins.  If you will re pent of your sins, con fess them to God
and for sake them, and then come to Je sus as your Lord and 
Sav ior, any one can be for given of any sin, in clud ing sex -
ual ones.

Pastor Jim Haga

The Word of the Cross

“For the word of the cross is to them that per ish fool -
ish ness; but unto us who are saved it is the power of
God.” (I Co rin thi ans 1:18)

God has spo ken many times and in many ways to us in 
the proph ets.  “At the end of these days,” He has spo ken to
us in His Son.  And a mighty speech it is, both in word and
in deed.

How ever, the cross is be yond all com par i son His
might i est speech.

The cross of Cal vary is the cen ter of his tory of the
world.

It is the most ter ri ble and the most glo ri ous place on
earth.

There God un veils the two might i est and most mys te -
ri ous re al i ties in the uni verse:  sin and grace.

No man knows what sin is un til he has stood at the
cross of Christ.

And be cause most peo ple will not pause at the cross,
they have such a thought less and friv o lous view of sin.

What does the cross tell us about the sin ful ness of
man?

It tells us that man is at en mity with God.  It tells us
that man is not merely evil, but that he is so evil that he will 
not tol er ate the good.  Our race put to death the Only Good 
One that ever lived.  Not by ac ci dent, but de lib er ately, by a 
well-planned ju di cial mur der.

And the most re li gious peo ple of that gen er a tion did it.
The cross of Christ tells us fur ther that sin is so ter ri ble 

that not even our al mighty and all-lov ing God can for give
it with out atone ment.

How ever, He does not re quire this sat is fac tion of oth -
ers.  He be comes man Him self, to suf fer and die for His
en e mies.

Dear chil dren of God, let us take note of the ap pall ing
se ri ous ness of sin!  Let the pleas of Je sus and His cries of
dis tress pierce us to the very bone and mar row, that the
suf fer ings of Je sus may im part to us that fear and trem -
bling with re spect to sin which will pre serve us from mis -
us ing the grace of God.

God’s Word for Today by O. Hallesby, © 1937 by
Augsburg Publishing House, used by permission.
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bring a lost sin ner to be saved and then to fol low Je sus 
in the Power of the Holy Spirit.  This is not ca sual
read ing, but ear nest di rec tion for any one want ing to
take up their cross and fol low the Lord.  Sug gested
Of fer ing:  $12.00

Infant Baptism and
Adult Conversion

This work by Ole Hallesby is
much needed in our Lu theran
cir cles to day as sal va tion solely
through bap tism is pro claimed
far and wide and peo ple are
given as sur ance at a fu neral that
the de ceased is in heaven be -
cause they were bap tized as an in fant, even if they had 
no faith at all.  Hallesby an swers the needed ques -
tions:  Is In fant Bap tism Bib li cal?; Do all those bap -
tized need to make a choice to re pent and fol low
Christ?; Is Con ver sion needed for ev ery one, in clud -
ing those who were bap tized?; Can the bap tized go
lost?  Suggested Of fer ing:  $10.00.

The Hauge Library
We have the fol low ing pub li ca tions avail able for
you.  They can be or dered us ing the en ve lope in the
cen ter.  Post age will be paid by an anonymous do nor.

Altar Steps

This daily devotional was
written by Pastor R.P. Haak -
onson  and was published in
1947.  It is suitable for families
with children.  It has il lus tra -
tions from daily life, and a
strong salvation emphasis. 
Suggested offering:  $8.00.

Mirror of the Heart

This book was pub lished in
1900 by an un known au thor.  It
con tains some very ear nest
med i ta tions and fer vent prayers.
It also con tains ten very graphic 
pic tures of the hu man heart.
Sug gested Of fer ing:  $3.00.

Sinners in the Hands 
of an Angry God

Jon a than Ed wards preached this
re mark able ser mon at Enfield,
Conn. on July 8, 1741.  It was at
night while he was read ing it to a 
large con gre ga tion, that the
lights be came dim and he read
with dif fi culty, and the in flu ence 
was so great on the con gre ga tion that strong men and
women cried and screamed for mercy and even
grabbed their seats for fear they would slide into hell
that very mo ment.  Sug gested Of fer ing:  $1.00.

Spirit and Power

Ludvig Hope was a Nor we gian
lay preacher, writer, teacher and
or ga nizer.  This book is filled
with solid Bib li cal meat for
those who want to walk in depth
with the Lord.  It is writ ten from
a Lu theran piet ist ic per spec tive
and con tains 40 chap ters of ex -
po si tion on dif fer ent as pects of how God works to

Altar 
Steps 

Rev. R.P. Haakonson

SINNERSSINNERS
in the Hands

of an
ANGRY GOD

     Jon a than Ed wards

INFANT
BAPTISM

AND ADULT
CONVERSION

O. HALLESBY


