
A Fly in the Ointment
Os car C. Hanson

erhaps you have used this ex pres sion of ten, but
you have never re al ized that it came from the Bi -

ble. Something in ter fered and you said, “But there
was a fly in the oint ment.” In Ecclesiastes 10:1 we

read, “Dead flies make the per fumer’s oint ment give off
an evil odor.”

Christ came to bring heal ing. In Naz a reth that day,
He said, “He has anointed me to preach good news to the
poor” (Luke 4:18). Paul said, “Thanks be to God, who in
Christ al ways leads us in tri umph, and through us spreads 
the fra grance of the knowl edge of Him ev ery where. For
we are the aroma of Christ to God” (II Cor. 2:14-15). This 
world is full of open sores in hu man hearts. With the in -
fec tion of guilt and the pain of de spair, they cry for help.
God has called ev ery Chris tian to come with the heal ing
and sooth ing oint ment of the Balm of Gilead, Je sus
Christ our Sav ior, to each in di vid ual life. But there must
be no flies in our oint ment. It must be the clear aroma of
Christ.

To day there are es pe cially three flies that come to
con tam i nate the oint ment of our lives in such a way that
we be come spir i tu ally in ef fec tive. They are first OUR
FEELINGS, sec ondly, OUR FAILURES and thirdly
OUR FORMS.

OUR FEELINGS go up or down de pend ing upon
the cir cum stances. When things go well, we are in a good 
mood. When things go wrong, our spir its hit bot tom, and
even mem bers of our fam ily won der what has hap pened.
In such times of test ing and trial, we should be the oint -
ment that brings heal ing to those around us for “we are
the aroma of Christ.” But of ten the fly of feel ings spoils

the oint ment. Some how we for get that faith is some thing
far dif fer ent. We find feel ing when we look in wardly.
Faith is to look away from our selves and into the Bi ble
and there hear Christ, for “faith com eth by hear ing and
hear ing by the Word of God” (Rom. 10:17). His great
prom ises never change. When I let His per sonal prom ise
reach my in di vid ual cir cum stances, faith be comes real
and pro duces “the aroma of Christ” as heal ing to those
around me. Only a per sonal day by day trust in His liv ing
prom ises in my Bi ble can keep the fly of feel ings out of
this oint ment.

OUR FAILURES also con tam i nate and make us
spir i tu ally in ef fec tive. The devil has al ways used the tool
of dis cour age ment to his ad van tage. The fear of be ing a
fail ure even keeps us from at tempt ing to wit ness for
Christ. We for get that God has prom ised to bring the
fruit. No en emy can stop His mir a cle power. A mo ment
ago we read, “Christ al ways leads us in tri umph and
through us spreads the fra grance.” The fo cus of at ten tion
can not be on self. It must be on Christ, for “Christ liveth
in me.” “We are more than con quer ors through Him” and
“we are the aroma of Christ.” He can not fail for He has
de feated ev ery en emy, even the last en emy of death (I
Cor. 15:22). As fol low ers of Je sus, we bring the oint ment
of vic tory and tri umph to a de feated trou bled world.
Again, only a per sonal day by day trust in His liv ing
prom ises in my Bi ble can keep the fly of fail ures out of
this oint ment.

DEAD FORMS OF RELIGIOUS HABITS surely
can be come flies in the oint ment. One trou bled lay man
said, “Pas tor, you must help me make this real. I sit in
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church and look at you in the
pul pit, but I don’t lis ten to
your ser mon. I hold the
hymn book and even sing the 
words, but they don’t mean
any thing to me. I even bow
my head and re peat prayers
but they are just empty
words.” God de scribed such
a con di tion in Isa iah 29:13
when He said, “This peo ple
draw near with their mouth
and honor me with their lips,
while their hearts are far
from me.” We be come the
aroma of Christ only when
He is real in our lives; and
when we know that He has
taken our sins and nailed
them to the cross. The for -
give ness of all my sins in the
Blood of Je sus Christ must
be a re al ity in my life if I am
to bring heal ing to this ach -
ing world. Once again, only
a per sonal day by day trust in 
His liv ing prom ises in my
Bi ble can keep the fly of
dead forms out of this oint -
ment.

Oint ment, heal ing, balm,
fra grance, aroma for Christ –
in this shaky and sin-sick
world. What a priv i lege! Let
us make sure there are no
flies in the oint ment.
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When truth is
forsaken, 

errors multiply.  

Matthew Henry



Reformation

This month is what we might call Ref or ma tion
month OR def i nitely the last Sunday of Oc to ber is

REFORMATION SUNDAY! 

What does the word Ref or ma tion mean to you?  The
word ‘ref or ma tion’ means “the act of mak ing an im -
prove ment, especially by chang ing a per son’s be hav ior
or be lief.”  

God used a cleansed ves sel by the name of Mar tin
Lu ther in a mar vel ous way over 500 years ago.  God is
still us ing his ba sic in sight of Scrip ture yet to day!

Who or What did God ac com plish through this ‘one’
ves sel and is still us ing it to day?

Lu ther’s def i ni tion of the word ‘doc trine’ is an ex pla -
na tion of a fact.  I don’t want to be known as a neg a -
tive/pes si mis tic per son, but a re al ist and that is what
some folk may say I am.  But it is more than just frus trat -
ing to go to or at tend a Wor ship Ser vice on Ref or ma tion
Sunday and not a word or hymn com mem o rat ing Mar -
tin’s Gos pel Hymn which is a true tes ti mony of His chil -
dren – “A Mighty For tress is Our God.’’  This is like our
Na tional An them, only as a true tes ti mony.

No, I am not re fer ring to Mar tin Lu ther King Jr. nor any 
per son like him, but shar ing Mar tin Lu ther’s ba sic con vic -
tions and doc trines based on the In spired Word of God!

A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD

By Mar tin Lu ther, 1529

A mighty fortress is our God, 
A trusty shield and weapon; 

Our help is He in all our need, 
Our stay, what-e’er doth happen;

For still our ancient for Foe; 
Doth seek to work us woe; 

Strong mail of craft and Power 

He wear-eth in this hour; 
On earth is not his equal.

Stood we alone in our own might, 
Our striving would be losing;

For us the one true Man doth-fight, 
The Man of God’s own choosing.

Who is this chosen One?  
Tis Jesus Christ, the Son, 
The Lord of hosts ‘tis He

Who wins the victory  
In every field of battle.

And were the world with devils filled, 
All watching to devour us,

Our souls to fear we need not yield, 
They cannot overpower us;

Their dreaded prince no more 
 Can harm us as of yore; 
His rage we can endure; 
For lo! His doom is sure, 

A word shall overthrow him.

Still they must leave God’s word its might,
For which no thanks they merit;

Still He is with us in the fight, 
With His good gift and Spirit.

And should they, in strife, 
Take kindred, goods and life,

We freely let them go, 
They profit not the foe; 

With us remains the kingdom.

Just Any thing!

A Preacher was in a book store when a woman came
in to buy a book.  When asked what kind of book she
wanted, she re plied, “Oh, just any thing.”  So, the clerk
handed her a worth less story.  She rap idly glanced
through the book and then said, “That looks good; I will
take it.”

A half hour later the preacher was in the meat mar ket
when that same woman came in and de manded a steak. 
She scorn fully re fused the first and sec ond cuts that were
of fered, in sist ing rather loudly upon “the best that you
have.”  When she fi nally re ceived and paid for a most ex -
pen sive cut, she an nounced for all to hear, “I am par tic -
u lar about what I eat.”

Way too of ten many (even some pro fess ing Chris -
tians) feed their bod ies care fully; while their mind and
soul are fed upon “just any thing,” even IF the spir i tual
food is just a lit tle not ac cord ing to the clear Word of
God!  BUT when lead er ship is Bad, BEWARE!  Un der
Je ro boam, idol a try be came a fixed pol icy for the north -
ern king dom.  Je ro boam’s name be came the sym bol of
evil in the land.  The re cord de scribes his suc ces sor as
evil like Je ro boam.  Then Is rael be came a fol lower of Je -
ro boam: “Be ware that thou for get not the LORD thy
God, in not keep ing his com mand ments.” (Deut. 8:11)
(His Word, the BIBLE)
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Suffering
“For who so ever would save his life shall lose it: and
who so ever shall lose his life for my sake shall find it” 

(Mat thew 16:25). 

We said the other day that will ing ness to suf fer was
the se cret of Je sus’ life, not only as the Son of man, but
also as the Son of God. To will to suf fer is the se cret of
God’s life, is the pe cu liarly di vine element in the love of
God. 

Suf fer ing is there fore also the se cret of the be liever’s
life. The apos tle who gained the deep est in sight into the
mys tery of the Gos pel of Je sus is the one who knew of no
greater de sire than to share in the suf fer ings of Je sus by
the power of His res ur rec tion. He con sid ered as for tu nate
his friends who were per mit ted not only to be lieve in
Christ but also to suf fer for His sake. 

We of ten won der why we do not grow more than we
do as Chris tians. The an swer, as far as most of us are con -
cerned, is no doubt this: We ac cept the un mer ited grace of 
God and use it as a means of add ing to our own well-be -
ing in stead of us ing it as a power which will en able us to
suf fer with Je sus. 

Let us ac knowl edge this: We are afraid of suf fer ing,
both phys i cal and spir i tual. None of our prayers are so
sin cere and ear nest as those we pray when we ask God to
de liver us from ad ver sity, sor row, and suf fer ing. For tu -
nately, God does not ful fill all these pe ti tions of ours. 

We are to suf fer and we must suf fer – all of us – in
this world of sin. But sal va tion should en able us to will to
suf fer, for through sal va tion we re ceive the mind of
Christ. 

But what shall we do then, we who see daily that we
do not will to suf fer? 

There is only one thing for us to do: pray for grace. 
First that we may be for given for the sin of not be -

liev ing in the Christ who says that it is good to suf fer. 
And then for grace to suf fer. 

Taken from God’s Word for Today by O. Hallesby.  
© 1937 by Augsburg Publishing House, 

used by permission.

Ex cel in Ed i fi ca tion 

By the late Pas tor Alvin Larson

“Even so you, since you are zeal ous for spir i tual
gifts, let it be for the ed i fi ca tion of the church that

you seek to ex cel.” (I Co rin thi ans 14:12)

Here, Paul (God through a ves sel) has good ad vice
for the be liev ers of our day!  We are told that IF we are

zeal ous of spir i tual gifts, it is im por tant to know for what
rea son the gifts are sought af ter.  Paul says seek that you
may ex cel, or take to ed ify the saints.

IF this would be the aim and de sire of each one who
claims to be a child of God, I be lieve we would see a re -
vival!  When a be liever is ed i fied, he is built up in the faith, 
and when we are built up in the faith, the joy of the Lord
in creases.  As a re sult, we even in our day would see souls
won for Christ!  Da vid saw the need of this so he asked
God to re store (re new/re vive) unto him, “the joy of Your
sal va tion; and up hold me with Your free spirit.  Then
will I teach trans gres sors thy ways; and sin ners shall be 
con verted unto thee:” (Psalm 51: 12-13).

We are to ex cel in edifying of the church, “the Be -
liev ers.”  How are be liev ers ed i fied?  First, I be lieve it is
as we share with one an other what Je sus has done for us
in sav ing our souls, in bring ing us out of dark ness and
into HIS mar vel ous light, in grant ing us peace with God
and as sur ing us of the Blessed Hope!

Then it is ed i fy ing as brother IN Christ shares how
God has led him through strug gles and tri als which
caused him to ex pe ri ence the Grace and Love of JESUS
even stron ger than be fore.  And it causes us to re joice and
praise the Lord with him.  God has never prom ised that
His chil dren will not suf fer hard ships of many dif fer ent
kinds, but HE has prom ised to lead us through to vic tory
In Him! 

What about the times when we can share our
brother’s bur den and give a help ing hand?  Or what about 
the time we can take it be fore the Throne of (Grace) God
with him and wait to gether with him for God’s an swer ing 
prayer? This too, is strength en ing and ed i fy ing!

Then I don’t think we can ex press too strongly the
need for Chris tian Fel low ship (“for sak ing not the as sem -
bling to gether, as the man ner of some is”) where the
Word of God is shared, where the be liev ers are en cour -
aged to share what the Lord means to them, and where
they come to gether to praise, wor ship, and pray.  This
brings unity in the body of be liev ers and also joy. 

I be lieve we in Amer ica to day are ex pe ri enc ing a
cold ness of heart be cause we are not get ting to gether in
unity the way we ought to be do ing!  The heart is not
warmed IF each go our own way.  I don’t be lieve there is
such a thing as a “her mit Chris tian” IF it is pos si ble to
gather with other be liev ers.

May God grant that we for sake a life of ease or a life
of plea sure in worldly things so that we may be get ting
to gether with God’s chil dren.  Let us pray for re vival so
that we may be come con cerned about reach ing the lost
for Je sus!  May we be come fish ers of men.  IF you are a
weary pil grim to day, pray that God will re kin dle in your
heart the first love and joy in HIM again!
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Ed i to rial 
RES

SCRAMBLED MINDS!
“Jus tice is turned back, And righ teous ness stands afar off; For truth is fallen in the

street, And eq uity can not en ter.  So truth fails, And he who de parts from evil makes him -
self a prey. Then the LORD saw it, and it dis pleased Him That there was no jus tice.  

(Isa iah 59:14-15) 

Also read Romans 1:20-32 

Ly ing – “Blessed is that man who makes the LORD
his trust, And does not re spect the proud, nor such as
turn aside to lies.  The wicked are es tranged from the
womb; They go astray as soon as they are born, speak -
ing lies.” (Psalm 40:4 & 58)  Thus, Scrip ture is very
clear and al ways ac cu rate; let Scrip ture in ter pret
Scrip ture, en light ened by the Holy Spirit!  BUT there
are some who prac tice ly ing and can lie even through
their teeth with a smile!  Af ter hear ing the same lie(s)
over and over again; folks will ac tu ally be lieve it. 
Then you know IF a per son tells one lie, this same per -
son will need to tell an other lie to cover up the first lie.

An athe ist said, “The big ger the lie, the eas ier it is to
be lieve.”  An other added, “Tell a lie of ten enough
many will be lieve it.”

Eu phe misms – “A po lite word ex pres sion that re fers to 
things that peo ple may find up set ting or em bar rass ing
to talk about.”  (For ex am ple:  Sex)  They are al ways
meant to sound true though they are not true. In fact,
they are in ten tion ally used to try and pre vent peo ple
from know ing the truth.

Re pro duc tive Free dom, Women’s Healthcare, Re pro -
duc tive Jus tice, Women’s Right to Choose, Abor tion
Care: It’s all just clever but cun ning brand ing.  But it
has fa tal con se quences…

The ma jor ity of Amer ica’s lead ing news out lets have
given power to “pro-choice” pro pa ganda approx.
since 1973 by giv ing the pub lic al most no choice in
hear ing the truth!

That’s what the lib eral me dia is do ing now and even
some folk in po lit i cal lead er ship are ba si cally prac tic -
ing “You scratch my back and I will scratch yours.”

I don’t know if I will ever fully un der stand how peo ple 
of a po lit i cal per sua sion can look at the same fig ures
and come-up with a dif fer ent con clu sion. Many years
ago when I was in grade-school; I was taught two plus
two equals four, re gard less how you looked-at-it! Sup -
pos edly Pres i dent Harry S. Tru man said: “Show me a

pol i ti cian who is get ting rich (fi nan cially) and I will
show you a Crook”!  “Woe to those who call evil
good, and good evil; Who put dark ness for light,
and light for dark ness…” Isa iah 5:20.

The peo ple who fol low the Green New Deal need to
check with the Cre ator and Pre server in re gards to who 
re ally is in CONTROL as there are sixty-one (61) Bi -
ble verses that state there will al ways be four sea sons!
He said that He would never de stroy (flood) the Earth
again and the Rainbow is a con sis tent re minder of one
of this His pre cious prom ises.  To my knowl edge, ALL 
that has life needs a def i nite mea sure of LIGHT and
WATER!

HONESTY:   From the very top-of fice of the USA
down to the very grass-roots, we have been grad u ally
com ing down a steep-hill like a ‘snow-ball’, hon esty
is be ing lost!!

For “we the peo ple” are ex pe ri enc ing the lasso tight -
en ing around our neck of FREEDOM! 

Show me a coun try that does not have a bor der; al most 
from Cre ation and I will show you a Coun try that is
los ing true pa tri o tism.  (Yes, we are to LOVE our en -
emy, not to love their wrong, but to pray for their sal -
va tion.) An other ex am ple is the First and Sec ond
Amend ment to the USA Con sti tu tion! 

We are be ing be trayed.  We are slowly go ing down
the drain with a so cial ism agenda and even tu ally
dic ta tor ship!

PLEASE PRAYERFULLY/CAREFULLY READ
AMOS CHAPTER FOUR! – and  Cor rect me if I am
wrong as we care for one an other!

Please read Romans chap ter one verses 18 through 32,
and es pe cially verse 32! – equals “Scram -
bled-minds”!

YOU are ei ther saved or lost; YOU can not strad dle 
the fence!
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From Our Fellowship Circle

D. M. Dubuque, IA
If pos si ble, would you please add the fol low ing per son
to the list of sub scrib ers to re ceive your pub li ca tion
Morn ing Glory …

Thank you so very much for do ing this.

She used to re ceive Morn ing Glory in the past, but the
sub scrip tion was in ter rupted some how, per haps due to
mov ing and change of ad dress.  Visiting with her yes ter -
day, she shared that she was no lon ger re ceiv ing the
mag a zine; and with her glad per mis sion we told her we
would write to you to re in state her sub scrip tion.  

We started re ceiv ing your fine pub li ca tion this year. 
What a bless ing it is to re ceive it.  Thank You!

Our Sav ior Je sus Christ bless you (Barbara), and Pas tor
Stueland, and the min is try of the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion.

Yours in HIM,

Mr. & Mrs. A. H. Twin Val ley, MN 
Greet ings to all of you that are mak ing the Morn ing
Glory Great!  Again!

In the Au gust is sue of the MG., the ar ti cle by Pas tor Ste -
ven Lombardo writ ing in re gards to Hans Niel sen
Hauge was ex cel lent!  It was so suf fi cient writ ing about
the need that Lu ther ans must be Born Again (con -
verted).  As you wrote: ‘Be con verted or per ish’ Mat -
thew 18:3. Nicely writ ten!  Thanks so much as some of
the Lu theran Pas tors don’t preach this way!  AT ALL! 

En closed is a do na tion and we wish it could be more! 
Thank you, and all who work to put the Morn ing Glory
to gether and may God bless you!

The Word of God

“We also thank God con stantly for this, that
when you re ceived the word of God which you heard
from us, you ac cepted it not as the word of men but
as what it re ally is, the word of God, which is at work
in you be liev ers.”  (I Thessalonians 2:13)

GOD makes His Word known to us through men,
and He pro claimed it and had it writ ten down es pe cially
through the Apos tles.  St. Pe ter and St. Paul did not
speak their own words, but God’s Word, as St. Paul also

as sures the Thessalonians when He says to them, “We
also thank God con stantly for this, that when you re -
ceived the Word of God which you heard from us, you
ac cepted it not as the word of men but as what it re ally
is, the word of God, which is at work in you be liev ers.”

The Word may well be preached to me, but no one
can im plant it in my heart ex cept God (Holy Spirit)
alone. God must speak His WORD to my heart, oth er -
wise noth ing co mes of it.  IF God keeps si lent, the Word
is not re ally spo ken to my heart. Hence no one will ever
force me to give up the Word which God Him self has
taught me!  This I must know as cer tainly as I know that
two and three make five.  This re mains true if all coun -
cils say oth er wise.  If they say oth er wise, I know that
they are ly ing.  Like wise, one yard is more than half a
yard, this is cer tain!  Even if the whole world says oth er -
wise, I know that this does not change such facts!  Who
forces me to this con clu sion?  No one but the truth
alone, which is so com plete and so cer tain that no one
can deny it.

This is also the case with the truth which God (Holy
Spirit) has im planted in our hearts.  I am not so con -
cerned about the opin ion of Au gus tine, Jerome, St. Pe -
ter, St. Paul, or even of the arch an gel Ga briel from
heaven – I want to have God’s Word and what God Him -
self says.

Daily Scrip ture: Psalm 119:89-96.

PRAYER:
Lord God, heav enly Fa ther, we praise and thank

You for the sure and cer tain truth which You have set
forth in Your Word.  Make us stead fast and
immoveable in this truth, in and through our Sav ior
Je sus Christ.  Amen.

Excerpt from Luther for the Busy Man, Minneapolis,
MN: Ambassador Publications, © 2021, pg. 272.

Permission Granted.

We are a cho sen peo ple called, shaped and
sent un der the In spired Word of God.  We must
study the Word of God and fol low it’s lead ing and 
then lov ing one-an other (not their sin), serv ing,
seek ing to nour ish one-an other in the true faith
and seek ing to reach the lost sin ner both near and
far-away!

“Give in struc tion to a wise man, and he will
be still wiser; Teach a just man, and he will in -
crease in learn ing.” Prov erbs 9:9



Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Iran Using Proxy Militias to Drive
Christians Out of Middle East

Through its proxy mi li tias, Iran is car ry ing out an “in -
vis i ble ji had”  against Chris tians in the Mid dle East with 
the aim of cre at ing a Mus lim de mo graphic pu rity by pro -
duc ing con di tions that would force Chris tians out of the
re gion, ac cord ing to a new re port.

“Iran’s proxy mi li tias in Leb a non, Iraq, Syria and Ye -
men have played a sig nif i cant, though largely un rec og -
nized, role in the dra matic de cline of Chris tians in the
re gion,” says the re port, ti tled, “The In vis i ble Ji had: The
Treat ment of Chris tians by Iran Prox ies,” by the Philos
Pro ject.

Anugrah Kumar, christianpost.com

Roe, Racism and Violence 

Jus tice Clar ence Thomas is now the tar get of out ra -
geous rac ist at tacks be cause of his vote to over turn Roe v.
Wade.  That is not sur pris ing con sid er ing abor tion in
Amer ica is rooted in ra cial geno cide.  The an ger and vi o -
lence di rected at the un born in the womb is now be ing re -
di rected at those who stand for life!  The mask cov er ing
the evil of abor tion has been ripped off and vi cious and vi -
o lent at tacks on those who stand against that evil have be -
gun.

Mat Staver, LIBERTY COUNSEL

FCC Warns About Tik Tok: a Wolf in
“Sheep’s Clothing”

Af ter yet an other user data breach in China, the so cial
me dia app Tik Tok is once again in the cross hairs of U. S.
of fi cials, this time from the FCC.

Ear lier (in June), Buzzfeed re ported that ByteDance,
the Chi nese com pany that owns Tik Tok, had ac cess to pri -
vate data in for ma tion about Amer i can Tik Tok us ers. 
Now, FCC Com mis sioner Brendan Carr has reached out to 
ex ec u tives at Ap ple and Google to re quest that the two
tech gi ants re move the Tik Tok, app from their app stores.

…Carr warns about the na tional se cu rity threat posed
by the so cial me dia app that is pop u lar with Amer i cans, es -
pe cially teens and 20-somethings.

“Tik Tok is not what it ap pears to be on the sur face,”
Carr wrote.  “It’s not just an app for shar ing funny vid eos
or memes.  That’s the sheep’s cloth ing.  At its core, Tik
Tok func tions as a so phis ti cated sur veil lance tool that har -

vests ex ten sive amounts of per sonal and sen si tive data.”
…Carr claims that ByteDance “is be holden to the

Com mu nist Party of China and re quired by Chi nese law to 
com ply with the PRC’s sur veil lance de mands.” 

Cortney Weil, theblaze.com

Chick-fil-A Named America’s Most
Popular Restaurant for Eighth Straight
Year

For the eighth con sec u tive year, Chick-fil-A has been
named Amer ica’s fa vor ite res tau rant, fast-food or oth er -
wise, ac cord ing to the Amer i can Cus tomer Sat is fac tion In -
dex (ACSI) Res tau rant study 2021-2022. 

The study – which de scribed Chick-fil-A’s per pet u ally 
high rank ing as a “stran gle-hold on the fast-food in dus try” 
– mea sured cus tomer sat is fac tion among more than
20,000 ran domly se lected cus tom ers be tween April 2021
and March 2022.

On a scale of 0 to 100, Chick-fil-A led all (other) res -
tau rants with an un changed ACSI score of 93…

…Chick-fil-A has gar nered con tro versy for its lead er -
ship’s re li gious op po si tion to same-sex mar riage and ties
to con ser va tive Chris tian groups.  …

Chick-fil-A has it self of ten been crit i cized af ter its
pres i dent, Dan Ca thy, voiced his op po si tion to gay mar -
riage in 2012.

christianpost.com

As Woke Corporations Offer Free
Abortion, this company Is Doing the
Opposite

The June 24 thun der bolt of the Dobbs Su preme Court
de ci sion that ex plic itly over turned Roe v. Wade has sent
doz ens of cor po ra tions scram bling to broad cast their
pro-abor tion to the world by an nounc ing they will cover
the cost of an abor tion for their em ploy ees, with some
even of fer ing to pay for travel ex penses to an abor -
tion-friendly state.

But one com pany has re cently de cided to flip the
script…

As the Wash ing ton Stand has re ported, at least 56
com pa nies have an nounced their in ten tion to of fer abor -
tion sti pends and travel re im burse ment, even with the
mount ing le gal and pri vacy com pli ca tions that this will
likely en tail.
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But Buffer In sur ance has taken an op po site stance. 
On June 27, the com pany an nounced in Facebook and
Instagram that it will “pay the med i cal costs for our em -
ploy ees who birth ba bies” as well as “pay for the med i cal
costs as so ci ated with adopt ing a baby.” …     

Dan Hart, washingtonstand.com

Apart From Him, I Can Do Noth ing

“As the branch can not bear fruit of it self, ex cept it
abide in the vine; no more can ye, ex cept ye abide

in me.” (John 15:4)

It is so tir ing to hold the edge of my bed dur ing the
roll ing of the ship that I fas ten my self with a rope to my
mat tress!  I am the only pas sen ger on board the freighter,
and I must share my cabin with the gy ro com pass.  I am a
bad sailor and find sea travel a trib u la tion (Ed. Please
look-up the mean ing of ‘trib u la tion’).  Sud denly a huge
wave hurls against the ship and I hear a strange sound. 
The gy ro com pass whis tles night and day, but now it is
bro ken and the noise is pe cu liar.  One of the en gi neers co -
mes to re pair it.  ”Is this a bad storm?” I ask.

“Why, no! This is noth ing at all. Wait un til the wind
force is 14, then we shall re ally know what roll ing is.” 

At that mo ment, as if to con tra dict his words, a big
wave throws the ship to one side.  I hear the break ing of
china, and ev ery thing that is not se curely fas tened runs
from one side of the cabin to the other.

The storm has sub sided by next morn ing, so I climb
up to the bridge and meet the cap tain.  Af ter a chat about
the weather, I say, “Cap tain, it is Sunday.  May we have a
church ser vice?”

“What? A church ser vice on my ship?  It would be
the first in my life!”

“Then, “ I re ply with a smile, “it is high time you be -
gan, sir.”

“All right.  You can use the mess room. I am not op -
posed to the idea.”

He him self writes on the no tice board that at 11:00
a.m. there will be a church ser vice in the mess room.  At
the ap pointed time no body ap pears.  The cabin boy
brings me a cup of cof fee.  It is a Dutch ship, and the
ship’s cook knows that an 11:00 a.m. cup of cof fee is a
tra di tion.

“Are you go ing to stay?” I ask the boy.  “I have a very 
in ter est ing story to tell you.”

I don’t want to hear that non sense.” He says. “I will
not have any thing to do with that Bi ble and God busi -
ness.”  He feels very cock sure, and leaves me alone.

I never saw so empty a church; just a cup of cof fee

and my self.  I am not at all on fire for the Lord.  Were I en -
thu si as tic, I would go to the bridge and say, “Come along, 
gen tle men; you must help me to fill the mess room.  Send
your men and boys”.  But I don’t do that. I go to my cabin
and am very sea sick.  That is the only thing I can do dur -
ing the whole week.

Sunday co mes around again.  I am feel ing dis cour -
aged and ashamed   “Lord, I am not a mis sion ary.  Send
me back to my watch mak ing busi ness.  I am not wor thy
to do Your work”

At that mo ment I find in my Bi ble a lit tle piece of pa -
per which I have never seen be fore.  On it is writ ten:

Cow ardly, way ward, and weak,
I change with the chang ing sky
To day so ea ger and strong,
To mor row not car ing to try.
But He never gives in,
And we two shall win, 
Je sus and I.
In stantly I see it! In deed I am not wor thy at all.  The

branch with out the Vine can not pro duce fruit, but I can do 
all things through Christ who gives me strength.

The stron gest and weak est branches are worth noth -
ing with out the Vine; but con nected to it they have the
same na ture.

I go up to the bridge.  “Cap tain, it is Sunday.  Can we
have a church ser vice?”

“Again? In a church as empty as last week?” he asks
teas ingly.

“No, Cap tain.  Not empty, but full, and you must help 
me.”

He does, and there are ten men in the mess room. 
When my ser mon is fin ished the cabin boy says, “It was
not bor ing at all!”

We mut ter and flut ter, we fume and we spurt.
We mum ble and grum ble, our feel ings get hurt.
We can’t un der stand things, our vi sion gets dim,
When all that we need is a mo ment with Him.
The prom ises in the Bi ble are our bud get.  They are

all made pay able to us through Je sus Christ and can be
claimed by faith.  This is our vic tory, our faith.

Some one said to me: “When I worry, I go to the mir -
ror and say to my self: This tre men dous thing which wor -
ries me is be yond so lu tion; es pe cially it is too hard for
Je sus Christ to han dle.  Af ter I have said so, I smile and
am ashamed”

“The Lord in His love ac cepts us as we are, and if
we are obey ing Him, He will work through us, what ever 
our cir cum stances…  The Lord wants to use ev ery body,
IF only we will be obe di ent and are in the cen ter of His
will.”

Corrie ten Boom, Clippings from My Notebook



In Prison
FROM PRISONER NO. 7665 – Greet ings from 

Ludvig Hope 

The well-known evan ge list, Ludvig Hope of Nor way,
was a pris oner at the Grini con cen tra tion camp from May
13, 1943 to Au gust 30, 1944. As his health was fail ing,
and also for the sake of his ad vanced age, 74 years, he was
then set at lib erty; but af ter wards he took sick, and it did
look as if God would take him home, but af ter a few weeks 
he re cov ered and is now at his home in Oslo. While yet in
bed but im prov ing he sent the fol low ing greet ings to
God’s peo ple: 

“I have lately had a spe cial yearn ing to pray to God
that He would spare our peo ple from the worst con se -
quences of the war. As I prayed it was laid upon my heart
to im plore God with bold ness about this, and as I pleaded
with God I re ceived an in ner as sur ance that God would an -
swer this prayer – by grace alone. But that God should
have an swered our prayers so richly and abun dantly I had
not dreamed of, or dared to be lieve or pray for.  (A last
ditch stand by the Na zis with bit ter fight ing and much de -
struc tion and loss of life had been ex pected, but peace
came sud denly – with out bat tles and with out loss of life or
prop erty). 

“Three days be fore, all the church-bells which rang all 
over the na tion had “tolled in” the peace, the “skyss” (bus
or car with driver) was at the door to take me to the ship
and away from my fa ther-land; but by the time we came to
the pier the boat swung away from us and left me on the
shore-and there I am still. 

“Al though not able to be up, I have still been able to
fol low and be along in the late thrill ing and tre men dous
events, for a friend let me have a ra dio, so I could en joy
with our peo ple the unique, sud den and heart-grip ping
turn of events with free dom and abun dant grace to our
peo ple. 

“That we thus should re ceive the blessed peace and
lib erty with out any de struc tion to peo ple and coun try has
summed it self up into a sin gle note of ju bi lant
thanksgiving to God. As I lie here upon my bed my soul is
filled with a fulness of peace and praise, and I re joice with
all our peo ple for the peace and the lib erty that God gave
us so undeservedly and so full and free. 

“My prayer now is that God will send a real re vival
and a vis i ta tion upon our peo ple, so that the many who
stand at the part ing of the ways (skilleveien) may be
wooed by the Spirit to step across the bor der-line and into
the king dom of God. May God grant that we should be a
Chris tian na tion and have a Chris tian gov ern ment. 

“Then I de sire to plead with my fel low-Chris tians in
Nor way that they more than ever pray for the Holy Spirit.

“Hereby, and with these prayers, I send my heart felt greet -
ings to the Chris tian peo ple.” 

(From Indremissionsvennen)

WITH GOD IN PRISON 

(PROF. O. HALLESBY) 

(Prof, Hallesby spent two years in Grini Prison Camp
near Oslo – the last 10 weeks in a lonely cell. Be low is

his tes ti mony shortly af ter his lib er a tion.) 

“I have lived in the Grace of God since I be came His
child, but I have never felt God’s pres ence so no tice ably as 
I did while in prison. God’s grace car ried me on in a way
that I had never thought could be pos si ble. One of the most 
blessed ex pe ri ences dur ing my im pris on ment was a very
pre cious re al iza tion of what it meant to be a child of God
through the shed blood of Christ – my only foun da tion.
When we have this blessed as sur ance and this won der ful
rest in Him, then the storms may rage on as much as they
please. God gave me grace to live in con tin u ous as sur ance
and peace. 

How ever, my thoughts at times had been dis turb ing,
but I en joyed rest and quiet in the lonely cell – even the
out ward quiet had a sal u tary in flu ence on me. God came to 
me in the cell, so I was not lone some. I had a chance to
read my Bi ble through four times and get more ac quainted
with God’s Word than ever be fore. 

We had a good and in ti mate fel low ship with one an -
other as God’s peo ple at Grini.  I re ally ex pe ri enced the
fel low ship of the saints. There were a num ber of Chris -
tians, but as all meet ings were for bid den we had to meet in
se cret. But it was good and strength en ing to keep in mind
the fel low ship with God and His peo ple. 

Now I am free! I hardly could be lieve it were true the
first days. I had of ten dreamt that I was free, but when I
woke up I was still in the prison bar racks. How pre cious
that we now are free! What a gift God has be stowed upon
us. The 103rd Psalm has re ceived new mean ing – “my
soul bless the Lord!”  But it feels so it is un nec es sary to ad -
mon ish us to praise God. Our prayers in vol un tarily are
turned into praises. But let us never “for get all His ben e -
fits.”

God did deal with us “in an ger,” when he lifted the rod 
and pun ished us till we felt it in the very depth of our soul – 
for our sins. No one es caped his chas ten ing rod. He con -
victed us of our sins. Our peo ple had turned away from His 
pro claimed Word; there fore God had to speak to our peo -
ple through ac tions. And now, glory be to God, many have
be gun to lis ten to God. Many have come back to their
child hood faith. 

It was touch ing at Grini to talk with in di vid u als who
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came qui etly and tes ti fied what God had done for them
and with them dur ing tri als and im pris on ment. God had
met them, spoke to them and granted them liv ing faith, al -
though they had sat in lonely cells and with out a Bi ble.
We praise God for child hood in struc tion – even if it might 
have been mea ger. But what about the many who have no 
ex pe ri ence of sal va tion? Peace sheds its heal ing beams
all around. But are you with out peace in your soul? 

God is mer ci ful. He has poured bless ings upon us
which no one could imag ine was pos si ble. He had lifted
our peo ple up from the depth of hu mil i a tion. But how
much has not our fight for free dom cost!  In our abun dant
and rich joy we must not for get all who now are weep ing
more bit ter tears than ever. Their dear ones did not come
home – when oth ers re turned. Let us keep all the
heart-bro ken homes in mind. Let us help carry their
heavy bur dens. Then let us re mem ber all those who have
come back as in va lids. We cer tainly have a great task be -
fore us. 

May God grant us help also to stand the test of the joy 
of vic tory, so we don’t de grade our selves to the same
cruel meth ods our op po nents used. Let us show mercy
when righ teous ness has spo ken. Then a new time will
dawn upon us. 

There are many things that should make us bold in
prayer. He an swered us above what we could ask or think
when He gave us the peace in the way it did come. Many
of our peo ple did see things dur ing the war they had not
re al ized be fore. Many who had lived away from church
and Chris tian ity have be gun to re al ize that Chris tian ity is
no lux ury – but a real ne ces sity. Many have not got any
far ther than that, but even this means a good deal. Oth ers
have got fur ther on, even though they are not yet per sonal 
Chris tians, but they have be gun to seek the Lord and long 
for Him. These are won der ful fruits of God’s work in the
hearts, we might say his work be neath the ground
(underjordiske) in our peo ple. The helm is steer ing our
peo ple onto a dif fer ent di rec tion than be fore. 

I re joice to think of, and en ter tain the quiet hope, that
as a re sult of God’s quiet work in our peo ple, that when
His hour strikes we shall ex pe ri ence a great re vival
among the Nor we gian peo ple. We shall con tinue to pray
that God will ad vance His own cause among us – from
bud to flower and fruit – into a rich and glo ri ous re vival.”  
(Af ter “The Shep herd”) 

The Signing of the Declaration of
Independence

Es tab lish ment of 1776

The men who signed the Dec la ra tion of In de pend -

ence were men of com fort able or rich means.
Each man had far more to lose from ‘rev o lu tion’

than he had to gain.  It was prin ci ple, not prop erty,
which brought such men to Phil a del phia to sign the
Dec la ra tion.  

They were of the Es tab lish ment, Style 1776.  Had
they been sent out to ar rest some re bels, the chances are
you would never have looked a sec ond time at any of
these men!!  Al most all of them had an abun dant sup ply
of for tune and sa cred honor.

When they pledged to the sup port of a dec la ra tion
that the Col onies would no lon ger be sub ser vi ent to a
dis tant king, a Brit ish fleet was al ready ly ing at an chor
in New York Har bor!

Most of them were rel a tively young men with
enough worldly goods to be called af flu ent, but it was
honor that mo ti vated them most.

These men were hu man and fal li ble and per fec tion
was nei ther their claim nor their at tain ment. They were
prod ucts of the pe cu liar prej u dices of the peo ple of their
times.  They were very fa mil iar with sec tion al ism, dou -
ble-deal ing in pol i tics, com mu nity fears and nep o tism
in high of fice.

Even be fore the Dec la ra tion was signed, the Brit ish
had is sued a blan ket con dem na tion of all mem bers of
Con gress, ac cus ing them of Trea son! They all be came
ob jects of a vi cious and con stant man hunt.  The Brit ish
caught some; oth ers, such as Jef fer son, had nar row es -
capes; and oth ers risked their lives re peat edly in skir -
mishes and bat tles!

Of the fifty-six men who signed the Dec la ra tion of
In de pend ence, nine died of wounds of hard ships dur ing 
the war.   Five were cap tured, im pris oned and bru tally
treated.  Sev eral lost wives, chil dren, or en tire fam i lies. 
One lost his thir teen chil dren.  

All were vic tims of man hunts and were driven from
their homes.  Twelve sign ers had their homes burned
and sev en teen lost ev ery thing they owned!  Not one de -
fected or vi o lated his pledged word.

Their honor and the ‘Na tion’ they did so much to
cre ate are still in tact; but free dom which be gan on the
Fourth of July, 1776, came at a high price! 

The men who had the most to lose in ma te rial things
were the first ones to step for ward in de fense of honor.  
This was “The Es tab lish ment – 1776”.    

By Melvin Munn, Excerpts, Sword of the Lord. 

Ed i tors Note: Let us be very care ful/prayer ful and
alert; that we do not lose this tre men dous free dom/bless -
ing! 



Luke Warm
Back in the early 1970’s there was a song on a Chris -

tian al bum called The Bal lad of Luke Warm:

You’ll find my name in the tele phone list ing

My credit is better than fair,

My daugh ter is runnin for soph o more prin cess,

I’m mak ing my son cut his hair.

I never miss vot ing nor church ev ery Sunday

I do what I can to sup port.

The church and the state will be sat is fied one day 

And then I can give to the poor.

My Mother is happy we found her a home

With folks of her sta tus and age.

She gave us the fam ily Bi ble last year

We’ll keep it in the at tic till the pages turn yel low cause
an tiques are quite the rage. 

My mort gage is paid and my Chev ro let

I sel dom ever beat my wife 

I can’t un der stand why my name is n’t there

Listed in your book of life.

I’m afraid that this is where a lot of peo ple are to day.
They think they’re good peo ple. They are civ i lized law
abid ing cit i zens who prac tice the golden rule. They are
good peo ple, com pared to the world. But un for tu nately
God does n’t grade on the curve. Av er age does n’t cut it.
Mod er a tion may be healthy and a good thing in many
areas of our life, but Je sus has some shock ing words for
those who prac tice their re li gion in mod er a tion. 

Je sus said to Laodicea: “I know your works, that
you are nei ther cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold 
or hot.  He starts out with that fa mil iar phrase he uses in all 
seven let ters in Rev e la tion. I know, I know your works.
Other peo ple may be fooled. They prob a bly prided them -
selves in their mod er a tion. They prob a bly prided them -
selves for not be ing like those holy roll ers in Ephesus or
Cor inth.  Je sus is not im pressed with their mod er a tion. He
says, I wish you were cold or hot.   

Laodicea, the city had ev ery thing a city needed, in -
dus try, wealth, and health. What it did n’t have was wa ter.
The clos est cold wa ter well was in Colosse. The near est
wa ter source was the world fa mous hot min eral springs.
The city en gi neers got to gether and fig ured out a way to
pipe the wa ter into town. The only prob lem was that even
though the wa ter came out of the ground very hot, by the
time it ran through all those stone pipes it was luke warm. 
Luke warm min eral wa ter was not very tasty. 

Colosse was eleven miles away so cold wa ter from
there when it ar rived at Laodicea was also luke warm. So
when Je sus talks to this Church about the un pleas ant ness
of luke warm, they un der stand. 

So then, be cause you are luke warm, and nei ther
cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.  The
King James says spew. That’s what it means. It means to
vomit. That has got to be one of the most shock ing things
our Lord has ever said. To think that it’s pos si ble for a
Church to be so nau se at ing to our Lord that they make him 
sick to his stom ach and he’s about to up chuck. Ev ery thing
in mod er a tion is prob a bly a good motto or slo gan to live
by in most ar eas in life. But it is deadly if that’s the way
you prac tice your Chris tian ity. That kind of Chris tian ity
makes Je sus sick. 

Je sus tells them what has caused their luke warm ness.
He says; be cause you say, ‘I am rich, have be come
wealthy, and have need of noth ing’.

That sums up our coun try to a tee. That’s why church
at ten dance has dropped be low 5% in many coun tries in
Eu rope and why church at ten dance keeps drop ping year
af ter year in our coun try. 

You do not know that you are wretched, mis er a ble, 
poor, blind, and na ked. Je sus said, you think you’re rich;
the re ally sad part is that you do not know you’re poor and
you don’t even re al ize it. Spir i tually they are ex actly the
op po site of what they are out wardly and phys i cally.

Our Lord does give them some coun cil. No mat ter
how bad the sit u a tion. No mat ter how far they’ve fallen.
Je sus al ways of fers grace, and steps to rec on cil i a tion.  He
says “Buy from me.” What they need, they can get only
from Je sus. What they need the world does n’t of fer. Oh the 
world of fers plenty, and we can de ceive our selves into
think ing it’s enough. 

First they needed to buy gold re fined by fire. Now the
Laodiceans knew their gold: they knew that which had
been truly re fined in the fire, and they knew how to go and
buy it, be cause they were ex tremely wealthy. But how do
you go to the Lord to buy Gold? Cer tainly not with Hu man 
money. All we can do is yield our selves to him, so what Je -
sus is talk ing about is not the gold stan dard but the God
stan dard. Fire speaks of that test ing of ones life that James
talks about. “Con sider it all joy, my breth ren, when you
en coun ter var i ous tri als, know ing that the test ing of
your faith pro duces en dur ance.  And let en dur ance
have its per fect re sult, so that you may be per fect and
com plete, lack ing in noth ing.”  (James 1:2-4)

The sec ond thing they were to buy from the Lord was
“white cloths”. White of course speaks of pu rity, of  righ -
teous ness, and we can’t pro duce that ourself. In me and
my flesh dwells no good thing.  We are all sin ners, there
was only one who lived a pure and sin less life and he says,
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come to me. Come buy from me. He’s the one and only
source. There is no one else we can go to. We need to
come to Je sus. 

The last thing they are to buy from the Lord is eye
salve, so they can anoint their eyes and see. There was an
eye salve made with a lo cal clay and oil.  In some ex ca va -
tions, they found some of these pel lets and sent them to a
lab and found that they had no me dic i nal qual ity at all. It
was a scam. 

Je sus says, do you want to see? Come to me and buy
eye salve that truly works and you will see. 

The Laodiceans were spir i tu ally blind and only Je sus 
could sell them the salve that would open their eyes.
That’s true for us too. Only Je sus can “open our eyes that
we may see, Glimpses of truth thou hast for me.”

Je sus has a warn ing for Laodicea. As many as I love, 
I re buke and chas ten. There fore be zeal ous and re -
pent.  What’s the cure? Be Zeal ous. The Greek word
used here lit er ally means “To have warmth of feel ing for
or against”. In other words if the prob lem is that you’re
luke warm, the so lu tion is to get “hot.” That’s a pretty
com mon sense ap proach is n’t it? This is not rocket sci -
ence. What’s the prob lem? They’re too far from the
source. If we’re luke warm what’s our prob lem? We’re
too far from the source. We need to come to Je sus, we
need to read His word and pray. We need to bring our
lives to him a liv ing sac ri fice, and buy from Him en dur -
ance, righ teous ness, and spir i tual in sight. We need to be
zeal ous, we need to be hot, and that means be ing close to
our source, Je sus

The sec ond cure is re pen tance. Lu ther taught a daily
re pen tance, a daily ex am i na tion and turn ing away from
any dis cov ered and known sin. Have you re pented, have
you agreed with God con cern ing your sin, have you for -
saken that sin and asked God to give you vic tory over it.
If that is not a nor mal part of your spir i tual dis ci pline then 
that word is not for you. But if you are tol er at ing sin in
your life, if you are not al ready re pent ing of known sin,
then you are luke warm and God’s word to you to day is to
re pent.

Finally our Lord draws us a word pic ture here that is
amaz ing. Be hold, I stand at the door and knock. If
any one hears My voice and opens the door, I will come 
in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. 

This verse is usu ally used as an evan ge lism verse,
and that’s fine. The Spirit of God has used it to un lock
many hearts to re ceive Him. But this word is not given to
the hea then, to the un be liever; it’s given to the church.
Where is Je sus stand ing? They have got ten so busy do ing 
church, so busy with their pro grams and so cial func tions
that there’s no room in there for Je sus any more and he’s
out side knock ing on the door. 

Je sus is ad dress ing the church here, but it’s per sonal
too. You can be a Chris tian, and maybe you’ve yielded
your life to him but some thing has hap pened, and you’ve
closed a door on Him. You can have ev ery thing else
Lord, but not this one area. Maybe it’s your fam ily, your
fi nances, your mar riage, a friend ship, a se cret sin. Je sus is 
knock ing on that door, say ing, it needs to be all. We need
to sur ren der all. 

To him who over comes I will grant to sit with Me
on My throne, as I also over came and sat down with
My Fa ther on His throne.  

Here we have a call to en dur ance, a call to hang in
there, to over come all ob sta cles and all sin. In spite of the
nau se at ing con di tion of this church there is a prom ise to
those who re pent and over come. There is al ways hope,
God will al ways for give. No one is be yond the love and
grace of God as long as they have breath. The prom ise is
honor and sig nif i cance. Je sus over came the suf fer ing and
death on the cross and if we fol low his ex am ple we will
be hon ored by Je sus. We will rule with him. I’m not sure
what that will all en tail, but this is clear. Our lives in
heaven will have sig nif i cance and pur pose.  We need to
make sure they do here on earth as well. 

Hear what the Spirit says to the churches

Prayer

I got up one morn ing
And rushed right into the day
I had so much to ac com plish
That I did n’t take time to pray.

Prob lems just tum bled about me
And heavier came each task
“Why did n’t God help me?” I won dered
He an swered, “You did n’t ask.”

I wanted to see joy and beauty
But the day toiled on, grey and bleak
I won dered why God did n’t show me
He said, “But you did n’t seek.”

I tried to come into God’s pres ence
I used all my keys at the lock
God gently and lov ingly chided
“My child, you did n’t knock.”

I woke up early this morn ing
And paused be fore en ter ing the day
I had so much to ac com plish
That I had to take time to pray.



Let it Rain
By Pas tor Troy Tysdal 

There are many fa mous sto ries of drought re corded
in the BIBLE!  God used a drought to el e vate Jo seph to
the right hand of Pha raoh and re unite the chil dren of Is -
rael.  God gave Pharoah a dream.  Pha raoh saw seven
healthy cows de voured by seven lean cows, and God
gave Jo seph the abil ity to in ter pret that dream.  Jo seph
saw that the cows rep re sented years, and there would be
seven of plenty fol lowed by seven years of fam ine.  In the 
story of the prophet Eli jah, God used a drought once
again.  HE told Eli jah to tell the king that the land would
not see ‘rain’ un til the Prophet com manded it, and for
three years the Prophet was si lent, and so was the Sky. 

In the sum mer of 2021, much of the United States
was ex pe ri enc ing a se vere drought.  Near my home,
swamps were dis ap pear ing, creeks were dry ing up, lakes
were shrink ing, lawns had turned brown.  When I walked 
out side, I could hear the grass crunch un der my feet.  The
land was thirsty.

One night in the midst of the drought, my wife and I
woke to the sound of thun der.  I went back to bed, be -
cause that’s what I do, but my wife grabbed her phone
and checked the weather.  She saw that we were in the
path of a se vere thun der storm!  The next thing I knew we
were out side in the wind gath er ing cush ions and se cur ing 
fur ni ture.  It was ee rie.  With ev ery strike of light ning, we 
could see an om i nous wall of clouds mov ing closer. 
They looked an gry, and full of rain.  I thought to my self,
“Good, we need it!”  As my wife and I went back in side,
we heard more thun der, but not a drop of rain!

Prov erbs 25:14 – “Like clouds and wind with out
rain is one who boasts of gifts never given.”

In the Gos pel of Je sus Christ, we have been given a
price less Gift!  It is the Gift of wa ter for those who thirst. 
It is the gift of heal ing for the bro ken hearted.  It is lib erty
for the cap tive.  It is com fort for those who mourn.  It is
the prom ise of a day when the dead will rise and all eyes,
even the eyes of those who pierced Him, will see the Son
of Man –Je sus – com ing on the clouds in Glory!  We have 
a Gift!

We are called to fol low this Son of Man, this Sav ior
who sits at the Right Hand of the Fa ther, whose hands
have been pierced for our trans gres sions, whose Blood
has washed away our sins.  This Sav ior calls us to place
our fail ures (SINS) at the foot of the Cross!  At His Cross, 
we find fam ily, new broth ers and sis ters —- com mu nity
of those whose thirst has been quenched by Liv ing Wa ter.  
We wor ship to gether in hope.  We pray to gether in ex pec -
tancy.  We per se vere in trial.  We re joice in tri umph.  We
part ner in mis sions, en cour ag ing one an other all the more 

as we see the day of Christ’s re demp tion draw ing near.  
This new fam ily is united by a gift and also a gift in

it self.  Each one of us has been equipped with a man i fes -
ta tion of the (Holy) Spirit for the com mon good of the
whole.  To one is given wis dom, to an other faith, to an -
other heal ing, to an other dis cern ment…proph ecy…the
work ing of mir a cles.  If we are to live out our call ing as
the body of Christ in this un for giv ing land, we must not
sup press the gifts among us. We must learn to un leash
new lead ers—-young who dream dreams and old who
see vi sions (ad vice & guid ance).  We are called, part -
nered, and un leashed to mul ti ply new dis ci ples!

The peo ple are thirsty, and all cre ation waits in an tic -
i pa tion.

Let the wa ters spring forth, and open the flood gates – 
for who ever drinks the Wa ter we have will never thirst
again. (John 4:14)  We have a gift, and we are not those
who boast of gifts never given.  We are not clouds with -
out rain.            

LET IT RAIN!  

Faith & Fellowship

Ed i tor’s Note: Many years ago, as we lived in an -
other beau ti ful area, we likely ex pe ri enced one par tic u lar 
sea son the following: “These are spots in your love
feast, while they feast with you with out fear, serv ing
only them selves.  They are clouds with out wa ter, car -
ried about the winds; …” Jude 12a.

MY FRIENDS,

It is not how long we live, but how well we live and
how use fully.  A man who lives to eighty years and ac -
com plish ing noth ing for God or hu man ity might better
have never lived at all. Methusaleh lived 969 years. 
What did it amount to?  In all those more than nine cen tu -
ries he did not ac com plish any thing which seemed worth
re cord.

Paul lived only a lit tle more than sixty, but how many 
Methusalehs would it take to make one Paul?  Who
would not rather have Paul’s sixty years than Methu -
saleh’s 969?

Rob ert McCheyne died at thirty years of age and
John Summer field, at twenty-seven years of age; but nei -
ther earth nor Heaven will ever hear the end of their use -
ful ness.  Lon gev ity! Why, an el e phant can beat you at
that, for it lives 150 to 200 years.  Gray hairs are the blos -
soms of the Tree of Life IF found in the way of righ teous -
ness, but the frosts of the sec ond death if found in the way 
of sin.                                                        T. DeWitt Talmage
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Lines of a Layman
FOUR-SQUARE MAN 

THIS SUBJECT IS the one near est my heart!  It is
un for tu nate that so many men go through life in just the
or di nary way.  Many are in clined to think that only ge -
niuses, or men with spe cial priv i leges, suc ceed.  To my
way of think ing, suc cess is but a re sult of which the “four
square”  man is the cause.  But in or der to be a four-square 
man, one must have the es sen tial qual i ties, the first of
which I should say is pur pose.

In other words, a man must have a vi sion.  A man of
vi sion is a man of imag i na tion.  Imag i na tion is the power
behind ini tia tive.  The in di vid ual with out the fully de vel -
oped imag i na tive faculty is cer tain to get into a rut.  It is
this qual ity in man which has lifted us from the plane of the 
sav age to our pres ent de gree of civ i li za tion.  Con tem plate
the de vel op ments in sci ence, art, lit er a ture, re li gion, and
in ven tions dur ing the last cen tury.  Think of what the rail -
roads have done for this Coun try.  Con sider what elec tric -
ity has ac com plished; what de vel op ments in Ag ri cul ture,
Mining and Ir ri ga tion have achieved.  These in ven tions
and de vel op ments were not the re sult of chance, but the
out come of some one’s thought, the fruits of con struc tive
imag i na tion and pur pose.

Now, think of man in his prim i tive state, dwell ing in
caves, sub sist ing on roots, cloth ing him self from the
skins of an i mals.

What a change in a few hun dred years and what an
in cen tive for us to use our pow ers of con struc tive imag i -
na tion.

An ob jec tive is nec es sary!  Yet, how many men are
drift ing, are hu man der e licts float ing on the sea of life
with no ob jec tive in view.

The mind, feel ings and the phys i cal body are Di vine
gifts, and the man who fails to make use of these gifts is
the man of no pur pose.

The sec ond es sen tial qual ity in the ‘four-square man’
is that of in teg rity. The word is de rived from the Latin in -
te ger, mean ing whole.  Hence, an hon est man is a whole
man, not a frac tion of a man.  He is not one thing above
the line and some thing else be low it; not one thing at
home and some thing else away from home; but a whole
man.

I do not mean to ap ply this to the han dling of money
alone.  Some men think that so long as they can get by, or
keep out of jail, they are ‘hon est’!  A man of in teg rity is a
man of ster ling char ac ter; ONE WHOSE WORD IS AS
GOOD AS HIS BOND; who would not think of tak ing a
min ute of time that did not be long to him; a man hon est
with him self.  Frank lin and Lin coln were such men, men
whose names are im mor tal and whose lives are an in spi -

ra tion to thou sands of oth ers!
My fa ther used to say that he never as pired to be rich, 

but he wished that when life was over, peo ple in pass ing
his grave might say: “Here lies an hon est man.”  This
state ment has had tre men dous in flu ence on my life!

The moral gran deur of in de pend ent in teg rity is the
sublimest  thing in na ture; so, IF a man of in teg rity, and of 
pur pose, he is well on his way to be ing the ‘four-square’
man.

Even though the ‘four-square’ man pos sesses pur -
pose and in teg rity, these qual i ties are of lit tle use if he is
not a man of Ser vice.

Ser vice is com ing to be one of the big gest words in
the Eng lish lan guage. Life’s great est plea sure and sat is -
fac tion is found in ‘giv ing’; and the great est gift of all
gifts is that of one’s self.  You can not ren der ser vice if you 
are self ish or jeal ous, or not will ing to sac ri fice!  How we
ad mire the in di vid ual who is thor oughly un self ish, who
thinks of the other fel low be fore he thinks of him self. 
How much more plea sure the man gets out of life who
“gives be fore he gets.”

Very of ten some one says, “What’s the use? Peo ple
do not re mem ber what you have done af ter one is dead
and gone.”

Do you think I shall ever for get my fa ther?  Did n’t
your mother skimp in or der that you might have ad van -
tages which you could not oth er wise have en joyed?  My
par ents did, and I shall never for get the many sac ri fices
they made for their chil dren.

The fourth side of the ‘square’ has to do with a man’s
soul, and for that rea son it is the most im por tant of all!
In re al ity these bod ies of ours are leased to us for a term
of years!  WE should so live that it may be said of us,
“The world is better for his hav ing lived.”  

Such an in di vid ual is in tune with the INFINITE!  He
is not only happy (blest), but he makes oth ers happy
(also)!  He has faith in God and love for his fel low man. 
He is char i ta ble, which en ables him to see the good in
folks.  Just as each mem ber of an or ches tra will tune to a
cer tain pitch be fore play ing, so a man each day should
tune to the INFINITE in or der that his ide als may be
high and right! 

A good motto to fol low is found in the words of
Henry Van Dyke:

“Be a breeze from the moun tain height;
Be a foun tain of pure de light;
Be a star se rene, shin ing clear and keen
Through the dark ness and dread of the night; 
Be some thing Holy and help ful and bright;
Be the best that you can with all your might.”

©1956 by J.C. Penney



The Pure in Heart
“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall 

see God.” (Matt. 5:8)
It is faith that pu ri fies the heart; it brings home the

atone ment, and we en joy par don, peace, and rec on cil i a -
tion; it purges the con science from dead works, and de -
liv ers us from all con dem na tion. It re ceives the truth of
God, and Je sus through the truth; and we re ceive power
to become the sons of God. We re al ize our re la tionship to
God, read the gra cious prom ises God has made, and an -
tic i pate the glo ri ous king dom He has pre pared; hope
rules in the heart, and ev ery one that has this hope in Him
pu ri fies him self, even as Christ is pure. His con science is
made ten der, his in ten tions are hon est, and his heart is
sound in God’s stat utes. He groans un der a body of sin
and death, pro claims eternal war with the flesh, and
loathes him self on ac count of filth i ness in the spirit.  He
would give a world to be free from sin, for ho li ness is the
el e ment of his soul. He is blessed.  He shall see God, and
en joy Him as his Fa ther, por tion, and ev er last ing all. He
shall be with his God; and be like Him, in pu rity, hap pi -
ness and glory. The pure in heart daily groan under a
pain ful sense of im pu rity. 

Je sus, thy crown ing grace im part; 
Bless me with pu rity of heart, 

That now be hold ing Thee, 
I soon may view Thy open face, 
On all Thy glo ri ous beau ties gaze, 

And God for ever see ! 

Pastor’s Morning Visit by Rev. James Smith,
Sprinkle Publications, © 2017.

“The Scars Re main!”

John B. Gouch was a hu manly hope less and help less
drunk ard be fore his con ver sion. 

One Sunday morn ing he was ly ing in the gut ter of a
street where church go ers passed.  What a pa thetic sight he
was!  His face was cov ered with flies.  Some kind-hearted
per son placed a clean hand ker chief over his bloated face. 
When Gouch so bered up, he re moved the hand ker chief. 
Looking at it, he ex claimed, “Some body cared enough to
stop and place this hand ker chief over my face!”

His slum ber ing soul be gan to awaken, then he came
to God for mercy and for give ness.  Later he be came a
mighty power and the cause for tem per ance.  That he
could give only the end of his life to God was the great re -
gret of his life.  He used to say, “The scars re main!  I have 
been snatched as a brand from the burn ing, but the scars
re main —- scars never to be erad i cated, NEVER to be re -
moved this side of Glory!” —  Se lected
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Hauge Lu theran Bi ble Con fer ence

Lib erty Lu theran Brethren Church
Fargo, North Dakota

Host Pas tor:  Elroy J. Vesta

October 21-23, 2022 
(Fri day Eve ning through Sunday Noon)

THEME:  “Signs”
Amos 8:11-12, Romans 8:3

Fri day Eve ning–  6:45 pm. Pi a nist: Mr. Ronnie Nel -
son, Flaxton, ND – 45 min ute pre lude.

He trav eled with Pas tor/Evan. O.R. Norheim,
(The Lu theran Gos pel Hour)

7:30 p.m. Evan ge list Mr. Mar low Nash, Colfax, ND

Sat ur day 

9:00 a.m. – Prayer Time

9:30 a.m. – Cof fee/Re fresh ments, Fel low ship

10:00 a.m. – Pas tor Lindell Quam, Osakis, MN

11:00 –  Gene Finstrom, Bux ton, ND

Noon Meal at the Church (Free Will Of fer ing) 

1:15 p.m. Tes ti mony & Singspiration, 

 Mr. Joel Zeltinger, Bis marck, ND, lead ing

Approx. at 2:30 – Pas tor Lindell Quam 

7:30 p.m. Mr. Mar low Nash, Evang.

Sunday 

9:30 a.m. – Wor ship Ser vice with Pas tor Elroy Vesta,
Host Pastor

PLEASE pray spe cif i cally for the Bi ble Con fer ence if 
you are in at ten dance or not!

MOST CERTAINLY all are wel come!  Prayer fully
seek whom you might in vite to at tend with you.

May GOD be glo ri fied and Souls nour ished!

If fea si ble: please bring ‘home-made’ good ies for Re -
fresh ment times.  Thank you!
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