
Now – Not Later
ehold, now is the ac cepted time; be hold, now is the
day of sal va tion” (II Cor. 6:12). This is God’s word to
us. There is a note of ur gency about it. The time to be
saved is NOW.  

The en emy of our souls as sures us that there is time
enough, that we need not be in any haste, that we can wait
un til later. De lay is Sa tan’s mas ter-trick by which he would
de ceive and de stroy us. And many are de ceived and de -
stroyed.  

Why do so many fall into the habit of putt ing off ac cept -
ing Christ and His won der ful sal va tion? What are some of
the rea sons for such strange be hav ior?  

First an in stinc tive, nat u ral de sire to get rid of an un -
pleas ant sub ject. When an un re gen er ate man hears the de -
mands and the judg ments of God’s holy law against him, he
be comes un easy and fear ful. And when he hears the good
news of God’s love even to such as he, he be comes even
more un easy and fear ful. His awak ened con science tells
him to turn his back on the old life of self and sin, and to
look to Je sus. But the de ceiver is right there whis per ing into
his trou bled and rest less soul not to be un duly alarmed, not
to do any thing rash, but to take his time about this mat ter of
heed ing God’s call. So man shrinks back, creeps into him -
self, and tries his best to keep his mind from dwell ing on
these dis turb ing thoughts. And he set tles back into the same
old evil ways to wait un til later. 

An other rea son-think ing that there is time enough. So
many, es pe cially young peo ple, have a no tion that it is early
enough for them to con sider this se ri ous mat ter of the soul’s
sal va tion when they are older. They rea son that re li gion is
all very well for older peo ple, who soon must die, but while
youth is theirs, they need not be trou bled with such

thoughts. Not yet, they say. “Young peo ple will be
young peo ple.” “You can not put old heads on young
shoul ders.” “They must sow their wild oats.” By state -
ments such as these they in di cate that vice and god less -
ness be long to youth, vir tue and re li gion to old age. Be
not de ceived. Search your own thoughts and hearts and
see if this is the rea son that leads you to say “Not now.” 

Yet an other rea son – per mit ting the world to oblit er -
ate im pres sions made upon the soul by the Word of God. 
Many fall into the habit of putt ing off de ci sion for
Christ, not by say ing “No, I will not,” but by al low ing
du ties and cares or the plea sures and en tice ments of the
world to crowd out all se ri ous thoughts of God. If they
did not have so much to do they would have time to
think about God and the soul’s wel fare. If it were not for
am bi tions, en joy ments and the de mands of so cial life
they would have time for eter nal val ues: Time and
thought for the world, but not for heed ing God’s gra -
cious call to seek Him NOW. When oc ca sion ally they
hear the Word of God and the Seed Di vine falls on the
soil of their souls, “hov er ing flocks of light-winged
thoughts and van i ties pounce upon it and carry it away,
seed by seed.” And should some stray seed re main and
take root, they per mit the rank weeds of cares and
growth.  And so is set aside the Fa ther’s gra cious plan,
all in tended to lead them to the cross of Christ.  

And yet an other rea son — un will ing ness to pay the
price of heed ing the call. They know that they must give
up some things which are incon sis tent with lov ing and
serv ing the Lord, It al ways costs some thing to fol low Je -
sus. I won der if there is any one read ing these words who 
fears that if he per mits the Word of God to carry him
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where it would carry him, he
would have to give up some
old hab its and prac tices, and
live a dif fer ent life with
higher and no bler aims. I
won der if any one read ing
these words is think ing and
say ing: I can not give up this,
or that. Lis ten to what Je sus
says, “If thy right eye of fend
thee, pluck it out and cast it
from thee; for it is prof it able
for thee that one of thy mem -
bers should per ish, and not
that thy whole body should
be cast into hell” (Matt.
5:29).  

Why Now? 

De laying de ci sion for
Christ is so un rea son able.
No time will be more con ve -
nient than NOW. The right
time to do the right thing is
NOW. There is noth ing to
wait for. NOW is the time for 
you to en ter into fel low ship
with Christ and get busy in
His ser vice. You may have
Christ and the riches of His
grace right NOW! Why will
you post pone a mo ment,
pos sess ing in Him life abun -
dant, His high est bless ings
and pur est joy and great est
strength? Why should you
hold back any part of your
life from Him Who gave His
life for you?  

De laying de ci sion for
Christ is lay ing up for your -
self bit ter mem o ries. There
are good Chris tian men and
women in the world to day, I
have no doubt, who would
gladly give up all they pos -
sess, if they could blot out
mem o ries of the past, be fore
they gave their lives to
Christ, mem o ries that sting,
re mem brances that con tinue
to hurt even when they know 
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them selves for given. Be lieve me, my friend, you will be
spared many a sor row, many a heart ache by yield ing
your self to Christ now. 

And, last of all, de lay is a reck less gam ble. It is gam -
bling with your life, with your soul’s eter nal des tiny. Ev -
ery time you feel the Spirit’s prompt ing and plead ing,
and re sist, you make your self less ca pa ble of heed ing His
call an other time. This is what makes the read ing and the
hear ing of God’s Word such a re spon si ble thing. You will 
per haps never again have such strong im pres sions as you
have right NOW, for the ten dency of all truth is to lose
some of its power by rep e ti tion when not acted upon. So,
I be seech you, heed God’s lov ing call NOW. Let it lead
you to Christ NOW! 

Are you still say ing, “When I get older I will turn re -
li gious”?  I re peat, this is gam bling with your soul’s sal -
va tion. You may not get older. Death may over take you
sud denly. Later may be too late.  

So come NOW, my friend, as a pen i tent soul to
Christ, your Sav ior. Ask Him to for give you. Be lieve
Him when He says He has for given you and ac cepted you 
as His own. Ask Him to stay close by your side and help
you to walk in His steps. But, do it NOW! 

TO THE READER

Should it be that you do not have as sur ance of sal va -
tion, or know that you are not liv ing in a right and true re -
la tion to God, talk with your pas tor at once. If you have
no pas tor, con tact a sin cere and ma ture Chris tian or the
pas tor of a church where the sal va tion of souls holds a
cen tral place. 

BOOK MISSION TRACT No. 181 The Evangelical
Lutheran Church Minneapolis, Minnesota Printed in the 

U.S.A. by A.P.H.

BLESSED IS THE MAN

The word “Blessed” as used in the Bi ble co mes from
dif fer ent He brew and Greek words with slightly dif fer ent
mean ings.  

The most com monly used He brew word for “Blessed” 
as used in the Old Tes ta ment is “Barak,” which de notes the 
idea of great hap pi ness and com plete sat is fac tion. It sug -
gests the re sult of God’s Di vine Fa vor upon the re cip i ent
of such a bless ing. The New Tes ta ment Greek word
“Makarios” con tin ues this idea of great hap pi ness and is
the word used in the “Be at i tudes” of Mat thew, Chap ter
Five. Thus the word “happy” can usu ally be in ter changed
for the word “blessed” in the Bi ble as long as one un der -
stands that hap pi ness co mes from the Lord and is last ing.  

The Bi ble rarely uses su per la tives; it rather tells it ex -

actly as it is. The ex cep tion to this is in try ing to de scribe
the char ac ter of God or His mercy to man.  

There fore, in shar ing “Blessed is the Man,” we can
only say there is no way of ad e quately ex press ing how
much God has in store for us if we want to claim His prom -
ises and bless ings.  “Things which eye has not seen and ear 
has not heard, and which have not en tered the heart of
man, all that God has pre pared for those who love Him.”
(I Corinthians 2:9)  

“How blessed are the peo ple whose God is the Lord!”
Psalm 144:15  

Be fore we ex am ine some of the bless ings which God
has prom ised to us in di vid u ally, it is im por tant that we
con sider a few se lect, cor po rate bless ings which God has
prom ised to His peo ple.  

  “Blessed is the na tion whose God is the Lord, the
peo ple whom He has cho sen for His own in her i tance.” -
Psalm 33:12  

We live in crit i cal times within our own na tion. Both
Scrip ture and his tory firmly at test to the fact that a peo ple
whose God is the Lord need never fear de struc tion from
with out, and that the mark of di sas ter for any peo ple is
when they for get God and stand against His char ac ter.  

God has prom ised to un con di tion ally sup port and de -
fend us as a peo ple if we al low Him to be our God.  “Now
it shall be, if you will dil i gently obey the Lord your God,
be ing care ful to do all His com mand ments which I com -
mand you to day, the Lord your God will set you high
above all the na tions of the earth. And all these bless ings
shall come upon you and over take you, if you will obey
the Lord your God: ”- Deu ter on omy 28:1-2  

Even though these prom ises were given spe cif i cally to 
the He brew peo ple, and should not be taken out of this
con text, yet they still ap ply to all who would obey God’s
Word and do His will.  

So we can, there fore, claim the bless ing of Num bers
6:24-27: “The Lord bless you, and keep you; The Lord
make His face shine on you, and be gra cious to you; The
Lord lift up His coun te nance on you, and give you peace.”

 If we claim our her i tage as chil dren of God, “blessed
is the man” is our po si tion.

If we claim our her i tage as peo ple of God, “blessed are 
the peo ple” is our po si tion.

Oliver and Patricia Olson: Copyright 1975
Used with Per mis sion

 (Ed i tor: Ol i ver Olson was one of my pro fes sors at
Cal i for nia Lu theran Bi ble School, he was a tre men dous
bless ing to me and all the stu dents he taught both in Cal i -
for nia and at the Omaha Bi ble School he ran for 20 Years.)
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The Ongoing Revival
THE REVIVAL BEGINNING IN 1925

(Con tinued from the Sep tem ber is sue)

Wil liam’s nar ra tive ends with the ser vice held Good 
Fri day, April 10, 1925. While oth ers were be ing prayed
for, I walked out of the church. While Clemmence
Dyrud and I stood vis it ing to gether, one of the choir
mem bers ap proached me, gave us tracts, and spoke a
kind word of in vi ta tion, “Make the de ci sion to day,
boys! ” Then he joined the choir in the bus and, as they
drove off, they sang “What a won der ful, won der ful Sav -
ior,  would die on the cross for me.” (By the way: the
choir mem ber who spoke to us and gave us tracts was
Johannes Ringstad, who be came a valu able pas tor in the 
Lu theran Free Church.) 

  I could eas ily term my con ver sion that day one of
“ir re sist ible grace.” I had noth ing to do with it. I was not
con scious of any spe cial con vic tion of sin. I had known
all along that I was lost and a sin ner, but now the re sis -
tance to God was ut terly un der mined. I could not re sist,
nor did I want to. Be ing it was Good Fri day, the Holy
Spirit took the songs that had been sung and mag ni fied
them into a most heav enly choir of re deemed souls,
sing ing and prais ing the Slain Lamb. 

  I had lived and feasted on this glory, and then God
be gan to take away the emo tions that He might put me
on more solid ground. This pe riod be came one of se ri -
ous test ing and pray ing un til I was al most worn out, un -
til I found Romans 5:1, “Be ing jus ti fied by faith we
have peace with God...”         

  In July of that year, Bethesda in vited Pas tor Torval
Tergesen and Adolph Pedersen for a se ries of meet ings.
The pres ence and power of the Holy Spirit was felt from
the very be gin ning. Pas tor Tergesen spoke in the Nor -
we gian lan guage and Pedersen in Eng lish. The lat ter
also played the gui tar and sang. A group of young peo -
ple sang ev ery eve ning and one of the songs God used
was a new song at that time, “Love Lifted Me,’’ and also
”He Is Able and Will ing To Save." The church was
filled ev ery eve ning and the ser vices con tin ued for three 
weeks. Un saved peo ple came and were laid hold of
with out any hu man pres sure. I re mem ber one in stance,
when a group of re turned vet er ans from World War I
came across the road from the gro cery store op er ated by
Mr. Seielstad and as they came, one of them asked,
“Who will they get a hold of to night?” And he was the
very one the Spirit of God called that night. At the end of 
the ser vice, he arose from the midst of his com pan ions
and asked for prayer. Both he and his wife came to

Christ that night with oth ers. The spirit of re vival and
awak en ing con tin ued af ter the meet ings were over. I re -
call one eve ning meet ing, a La dies Aid, spon sored by
Mrs. Seielstad. The whole com mu nity gath ered and the
church had to be used. Pas tor Hjelmeland spoke and
God used him to con sol i date the re sults. I be lieve I dare
say that be cause of his whole-hearted re la tion ship to
this mov ing of the Holy Spirit, the awak en ing con tin ued 
on also in Newfolden. 

The awak en ing came es pe cially among the young
peo ple. Be sides the ones who came in our fam ily, there
were four in the Dyrud fam ily, Harvey, Clemmence,
Edel and Beatrice, and later Ches ter and Amos. Ingvald
Rokke came through a bit later. Sev eral full-time work -
ers both abroad and at home en tered into the har vest
fields be cause of the call of the Spirit through this awak -
en ing. 

A gen u ine awak en ing is a work of God, and it pro -
duces good fruit. But, al though the source of all re vival
power is of God, He uses hu man in stru ments in bring ing 
it about. 

To day, the world faces a des per ate sit u a tion. A
Heaven-sent awak en ing is the only rem edy that can stop 
the rav ages of sin and Sa tan in our land. The ques tion is,
are we will ing to be made will ing to pray and seek the
face of God. A re vival is very costly. It stirs up the com -
mu nity - some for and some against the work of the
Spirit. Je sus plainly in di cated this, as in Luke 12:51-53,
“From hence forth there shall be five in one house hold
di vided three against two and two against three . . .’’ A
church that has been lull ing its peo ple into spir i tual
sleep, ab solved from their unconfessed sins, will ex pe ri -
ence tur moil and con flict, IF THE SPIRIT OF GOD IS
ABLE TO EVEN TOUCH SUCH A CONGRE -
GATION. It can be too late to ever awaken such con gre -
ga tions and syn ods – even as it was with the church of
Laodicea, who faced the dread ful pos si bil ity of be ing
spued out of the mouth of Christ. 

  Dr. Wesvig of Lu ther Sem i nary once said, “We
have had two world wars, but no na tional re vival.” This
can not con tinue with out se ri ous and fi nal ex pul sion
from the pres ence of God. 

  May the his tory of re vival not be only his tory, but a 
call from the Holy Spirit to chas ten ing, sub mis sion and
ded i ca tion to in ter ces sory, even ag o niz ing, prayer for
our homes, churches and na tion. 

- Arnold E. Windahl (May 1988)
Compiled by Harvey Dyrud  July 1990
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Ed i to rial
Wayne Almlie

The Old Paths
“Thus says the LORD: “Stand in the ways and see, And ask for the old paths, where the

good way is, And walk in it; Then you will find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16, NKJV)

Within the church to day there is a hun ger for the next
new thing, or there is a hun ger for change, for mod ern -
iza tion, or the church needs to change with the times.
The late Bishop John Shelby Spong wrote a book ti -
tled “Why Chris tian ity must change or die.” Well the
bad news for Bishop Spong is, he died two years ago,
but Chris tian ity is still alive and well, and the gates of
Hell will never pre vail over it.   

Yes, there can be new and fresh preach ing of Bib li cal
truths, but the mes sage does n’t change. We have al -
most 2,000 years of Chris tian his tory and teach ing. We 
can’t go wrong ask ing for the old paths and walk ing in
them. It is a good way.   

That’s why in the “Morn ing Glory” we have a blend of 
the new with the old. There is noth ing wrong with new 
writ ings, with fresh in sights into old truths. In a sense
if our tes ti mony is only about what God has done in
our life in the past, and noth ing about how we are
walk ing with him to day, that could in di cate a prob lem. 
We look to the past, we look to the tes ti mony of those
who went be fore us, both in the scrip tures and in the
writ ings of other Chris tians, and in do ing so we don’t
drift away. He brews 2:1, “We must pay much closer
at ten tion to what we have heard, lest we drift away
from it.”   

And when we look at our past, and look where we are
to day, even in our Haugean type churches it seems that 
maybe we have drifted.  

I found an old “Evan ge lize” in my par ent’s be long -
ings. This was the monthly mag a zine put out by the
LEM. In it was a re port from the Jan u ary 1971 LEM
win ter youth gath er ing. On the Sat ur day eve ning ses -
sion at the Min ne ap o lis Ar mory there were 5,000 in at -
ten dance.  I was n’t there for that one, but Hendrum did 
send a bus load of youth the next year for the 1972
win ter youth gath er ing. I was one of those that at -
tended that year.

In that same Evan ge lize mag a zine (April 1971) this
news item was posted:

HENDRUM CONFERENCE
“We ex pe ri enced an other de light ful area con fer ence,
Feb ru ary 14-18, at Hendrum, Min ne sota, at Im man -

uel Lu theran Church. Sharing the Word were Pas tors
Paul Guldseth of Edinburg, N. Dak.; Wil liam Hutter of 
Au rora, Ill.; and W. E. Klawitter. No, it was n’t a con -
fer ence of sev eral hun dred peo ple each day. Per haps
the larg est morn ing at ten dance was around the
eighty-mark and the eve ning around two hun dred,
with an av er age of over 40 chil dren meet ing with Mrs.
Anhalt.

What made it in ter est ing was that it was a fel low ship
of those who wanted to be there and share the days
with fel low-be liev ers on the Way. Youth, too, came in
goodly num bers on Sat ur day eve ning, led in in spi ra -
tion by the Kingsmen team from Con cordia Col lege.
Thanks to Pas tor and Mrs. Elmer Anhalt and the la -
dies of the par ish for their fine hos pi tal ity.”

This was the church I grew up in, it was through the
preach ing at an LEM con fer ence at Hendrum where I
was first awak ened to my need. Now awak ened and
saved are two dif fer ent things, it was prob a bly about 4
years later that I was saved. I was not yet saved in Feb -
ru ary 1971 and I don’t re mem ber go ing to this con fer -
ence. 

But it’s in ter est ing, they con sid ered 80 for a morn ing
ses sion and 200 for an eve ning ses sion a lite turn out.
The Hauge In ter mis sion has for its en tire his tory done
re vival meet ings and Bi ble con fer ences – hundreds
used to come, and each year at ten dance dropped, to
where there were maybe only 30 at our last con fer -
ence. Yes it was a con fer ence of those who wanted to
be there and we were greatly blessed by the speak ers
and the fel low ship of the saints. So still worth do ing. 

(If you think your church would ben e fit by hav ing a
week end Bi ble con fer ence, please con tact us.)

It seems we have drifted away. Peo ple seem to no lon -
ger hun ger for the Word of God and for the fel low ship
of be liev ers. 

We need to, “Be watch ful, and strengthen the things
which re main, that are ready to die (Rev 3:2).  There
are some things that re main, some good things, but if
we aren’t vig i lant, they will die and Christ will re move 
our lampstand. Let’s pur pose in our hearts to not let
that hap pen. Let’s pray the Lord of the har vest, that
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The Crossroad 

“Enter ye in by the narrow gate: for wide is the
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to
destruction.” (Matt 7:13,14)

Our Sav iour re minds us in the words of our text that
we are stand ing at life’s cross road or let us say eter nity’s
cross road. At this cross road we see two gates open ing
into roads which lead to two dif fer ent des ti nies-heaven or 
hell. It is of the ut most im por tance that we choose the
right gate. 

In the Rocky Moun tains there is a place called “The
Great Di vide.” Some of the wa ter com ing from the
melted snow flows west ward at this point and fi nally en -
ters into the Pa cific. Other wa ters flow east ward and
empty into the Gulf of Mex ico and even tu ally into the At -
lan tic. The des tiny of the wa ter de pends upon from what
side of the Di vide it be gins to flow. 

Let us care fully ex am ine the two gates so that we
may know what road we are en ter ing upon. Many are de -
ceived, think ing they are on the road to heaven while in
re al ity they are on the road to hell. God save us from such
de cep tion! 

First, let us look at the broad gate and road. It is so
broad that you may en ter with all your pride and your sin -
ful hab its. No ef fort or sac ri fice is re quired on your part.
There is no ad mis sion charge. You are never alone, for
crowds rush through the gate. Drunk ards, har lots, gam -
blers, fools and blas phem ers are here, and many oth ers. 

The one thing you must do as you en ter this al lur ing
gate is to leave Je sus out side. You may have all the re li -
gion you want, and form of god li ness, but not Je sus.
There is no room for Him, though the way is so wide. 

The gate keeper, Sa tan, and his many help ers are all
grin ning. But if you ex am ine the gate keeper care fully,
you will see that though he is dressed in sheep’s cloth ing,
within he is a wolf, a lion, a dragon all com bined in one.
His pur pose is to mur der and de vour ev ery one who en ters 
his gate. He wants their com pany in the lake of fire
through out the end less eter nity.  

Soon af ter one en ters this broad gate, he dis cov ers
that the “way of the trans gres sor is hard.” The gate keeper
prom ises lib erty, but gives slav ery. He prom ises peace,

but gives de spair. He prom ises plea sure, but gives pain
and ag ony. 

There are many ac ci dents on this wide road. One af -
ter an other is killed and sud denly hurled into hell. The
daily pa per pub lished on broad street has head lines-sui -
cides, mur ders, war and bro ken homes. Even tually ev -
ery one on this road will land in hell, un less he is changed.

Now let us look at the nar row gate for a mo ment. It
may not seem very at trac tive. Few are en ter ing, for it is
not a pop u lar way. The gate is so nar row that I can not take 
any bag gage of sin with me. In fact, the re quire ments for
en ter ing are so ex act ing that I can not do it in my strength
and by my own mer its. 

Je sus is the Gate keeper. Yes, He is the Door. Only
through Him can I en ter, for He has taken away my sins in 
His death on the cross. When I con fess my sins and ac -
cept Him as my Sav iour, trust ing in Him alone for sal va -
tion, I en ter the nar row road. 

At first glance this road may seem col or less and
lonely. But it is not so.  Je sus, Who went with me through
the gate, goes with me all the way. He gives me grace for
ev ery need. Ev ery en ter ing I do is not in my strength or
by my own mer its. 

I find the best of fel low ship with other Chris tians on
this road. I find life, joy, peace and hope. 

At the end of the road there is a golden gate that
opens to the New Je ru sa lem, to the land that is fairer than
day. There the Gate keeper Who first called me at the nar -
row gate will say, “Come, ye blessed of my Fa ther, in herit 
the king dom pre pared for you.”  

Be sure, dear reader, that you make the right choice at 
life’s cross road. Your eter nal des tiny is at stake. 

Evangelize, May 1965 Evald Conrad

once again the har vest might be made ready, and that
la bor ers will be pre pared to go to the fields.

 “Cleanse Me” was a hymn writ ten by the late re vival
his to rian J. Edwin Orr, I es pe cially like the last verse,
may this be our prayer.

 O Holy Ghost, re vival co mes from Thee;  

Send a re vival, start the work in me.   

Thy Word de clares thou wilt sup ply our need;   

For bless ings now, O Lord, I hum bly plead.   

 Polycarp’s fi nal Tes ti mony
“Eighty and six years have I now served Christ,
and he has never done me the least wrong; how,
then, can I blas pheme my King and my Sav iour?”
-The re ply of Polycarp (69-155/160) to the Ro man
Pro con sul who com manded him to swear al le -
giance to Caesar, say ing, “Swear, and I will set thee 
at lib erty; re proach Christ!”  At his re fusal, he was
mur dered.



From Our Fellowship Circle

F. C. Viroqua, WI
God Bless You

Anon y mous
Check in honor of the years Pas tor Rodney Stueland and
Barbara Stueland gave to the min is try of the Morn ing
Glory.

To Find and to Save  

It hap pens at times that what we hear, read or ex pe ri -
ence runs through us like a warm cur rent.  

I felt such a cur rent in my breast yes ter day, when I
read what a fa ther wrote about his daugh ter-that she had
been found and saved by the grace of God and had en tered
into the eter nal rest.  

She was a daugh ter in the first home where I was guest 
in a for eign land-with the ex cep tion of my brother’s home. 
At that time she was a beau ti ful and happy lit tle girl. The
years went by; she grew up, the world called with al lur ing
prom ises-and she fol lowed the call. Caus ing many a sigh
and tear to her fa ther and mother. Now she was ly ing in a
hos pi tal far from home, and she could not live much lon -
ger.  

Now ear nest prayers rose up to God from a small town 
in North Da kota, but also from the heart of her who was
sick in body and soul some two thou sand miles away.

And God heard the prayers. For it was He who had
called forth these prayers.  

A brother was priv i leged to bring to her bro ken spirit
words of com fort and con so la tion from God.  

How beau ti ful on the moun tains are the feet of those
who bring glad tid ings!  

Now she lay there a pen i tent sin ner and read God’s
pre cious prom ises— it was well that she had heard and
read them as a child. Prom ises like these: Who so ever com -
eth to me I will in no wise cast out; the blood of Je sus
Christ cleanses from all sin. The prom ises were also given
her. She found sal va tion.  

When Je sus was crit i cized be cause He dined with a
pub li can, He said: “The Son of man came to seek and to
save those who were lost.”  

— — — 
On the 17th of De cem ber, 1927, a grip ping trag edy

took place out side Cape Cod, when a sub ma rine, col lid ing
with a ves sel, went to the bot tom of the sea with 40 men on 
board.  

Di vers were sent down and they found the sub ma rine.
They found more: By crawl ing on top of the sunken boat,
the in trepid diver, Thomas Cadie, found by pound ing with
his ham mer that there were liv ing men in the tor pedo room 
at the bow. A pa thetic but brief con ver sa tion was ham -
mered out af ter the code al pha bet. Six of the men were still 
alive, im pris oned in the boat, ly ing at the bot tom of the
sea. The air was get ting foul and it was cold. They were
given to un der stand that at tempts were be ing made to save
them. Twice the de spair ing ques tion came from the men:
“How long will it take?”

The brave di vers could only an swer with the strokes
of the ham mer: We are do ing ev ery thing pos si ble.  

But it was not pos si ble to save them. The six men had
to die in their iron cage down in the deep – as the other 34
had died.  

Stout-hearted di vers de scended to the bot tom of the
sea a hun dred feet be low the sur face. The first was to find
the sunken sub ma rine. But to find is one thing, an other
thing is to save. This last, how ever, they were un able to do. 

 — — —
Je sus said that the Son of man came to seek and save

the lost.  
Not only to seek and find. He came also to save. He is

able to save.  
“I that speak in righ teous ness, mighty to save.” (Isa iah 

63:1)
Di vine power alone was able to save us, we who had

sunk to the bot tom, a lost world.  
But Je sus had that power. He de scended down into the 

dark deep.  
He dis armed pow ers and prin ci pal i ties and re vealed

Him self as their vic tor on the Cross.  
He tasted the bit ter ness of death, that through death

He might de stroy him that had the power of death, that is
the devil; and de liver them who through fear of death were 
all their life time sub ject to bond age.  

And de liver!  
So there is  then a way out, there is sal va tion, for those

who have sunk down to the bot tom in the temp ta tions of
life un der the con dem na tion of sin. With the Lord there is
de liv er ance from death. Those who sur ren der their life
into His hands, in their de spair, shall not knock and pray in 
vain.  

For He is mighty to save.

From A Firm Footing,  © Copyright 1939 Peder
Fostervold, Co-Founder of the Hauge Innermission.
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 Believable …Yet unbelievable.

Students Allegedly Suspended,
Underwent ‘Restorative Justice’ For
‘Misgendering’ Teacher 

A Cal i for nia school dis trict al leg edly sus pended two
high school stu dents for misgendering, re quir ing the pu -
pils to un dergo a con tro ver sial train ing known as “re stor -
ative jus tice.” 

The pur ported in frac tion and pun ish ment are said to
have un folded at Her bert Hoo ver High School in Glen -
dale, Cal i for nia, part of the Glen dale Unified School Dis -
trict (GUSD). 

The in ci dent, which re port edly hap pened last year,
was brought to light in re cent days by GUSD Par ents
Voices, a par ents’ rights group, ac cord ing to Fox News. 

The “misgendering” in frac tion in ques tion was al leg -
edly de scribed in an email from the school’s for mer prin -
ci pal. The school leader wrote about sus pend ing two kids 
for five days af ter they “misgendered” a transgender per -
son and then fled as an ed u ca tor was cor rect ing them. 

Billy Hallowell of 
Christian Broadcasting Network 

Seattle Public Schools Offering ‘Free’
Sex-Reassignment Surgery, Hormones
To Students As Young As Eleven 

A lead ing pa ren tal rights or ga ni za tion called Par ents
De fending Ed u ca tion (PDE) has dis cov ered that schools
in Se at tle, Wash ing ton, are pro vid ing free hor mone med i -
ca tion and sex-re as sign ment op er a tions to chil dren as
young as 11. 

Ac cord ing to doc u ments re leased this week by PDE,
health clin ics at Meany Mid dle School and Nova High
School, which are both based in Se at tle, al low kids to
“con ve niently” get care on-site and for free, al though
many crit ics have claimed that tax pay ers will most likely 
be the ones foot ing the bill.  

Erika Sanzi, PDE’s head of out reach, con demned the
schools’ in volve ment in “gen der-af firm ing care” for chil -
dren. 

“It’s ter ri ble enough that doc tors are pre scrib ing
cross-sex hor mones and cut ting off breasts and gen i tals
of mi nors,” Sanzi said. 

“In volving schools is a whole other level of dread ful
and scary,” she added. 

While pu berty blockers are still pro hib ited for
pre-pubescents, chil dren as young as 10–11 will be able
to ob tain cross-sex hor mones such as es tro gen and tes tos -

ter one at two pri mary care clin ics man aged by the
CDCHC else where in the city. 

“The com bi na tion of the dis trict’s pa ren tal ex clu sion
pol i cies, and its pro vi sion of du bi ous med i cal in ter ven -
tions to change a child’s sex, cre ates a re ally trou bling sit -
u a tion for Se at tle fam i lies,” said Alex Nester, an
in ves ti ga tive re searcher for PDE. 

Brooke Mallory of OAN network

Pediatricians Affirm Value of Gender
Care

The Amer i can Acad emy of Pe di at rics backed gen -
der-re lated treat ments for chil dren Thurs day (Aug. 3), re -
af firm ing its po si tion from 2018 on a med i cal ap proach
that has since been banned in 19 states. 

But the in flu en tial group of doc tors also took an ex tra 
step of com mis sion ing a sys tem atic re view of med i cal re -
search on the treat ments, fol low ing sim i lar ef forts in Eu -
rope that found un cer tain ev i dence for their ef fec tive ness
in ad o les cents.

Critics across the po lit i cal spec trum -in clud ing a
small but vo cal group of pe di a tri cians – have been call ing 
for a closer look at the ev i dence in re cent years, par tic u -
larly as the num ber of ad o les cents who iden tify as
transgender has rap idly in creased. 

“The board has con fi dence that the ex ist ing ev i dence
is such that the cur rent pol icy is ap pro pri ate,” said Mark
Del Monte, the CEO of the AAP. At the same time, the
board rec og nized that ad di tional de tails would be help ful
here.” …

All 16 board mem bers of the AAP, which rep re sents
67,000 pe di a tri cians across the United States, voted to re -
af firm the 2018 guide lines at a meet ing Thurs day in
Itasca, Ill. The vote co mes at a time of in tense po lit i cal
pres sures on transgender peo ple and the doc tors who care 
for them. 

Over the past two years, Re pub li can law mak ers
across the coun try have banned what’s known as gen -
der-af firm ing care, which can in clude psy cho ther apy, pu -
berty-block ing drugs, hor mones and, rarely, sur ger ies.

The AAP has roundly con demned the leg is la tive
bans as a dan ger ous in tru sion into com plex med i cal de ci -
sions be tween doc tors and fam i lies. 

NEW YORK TIMES.  Taken from the Star Tribune,
Aug. 4, 2023

(Ed i tor’s Note:  I won der how much of this was eco -
nom i cally mo ti vated?)



Archbishop of York Rev Stephen
Cottrell says that starting the Lord’s
Prayer with ‘Our Father’ is problematic

The Arch bishop of York has said some peo ple strug -
gle with the tra di tional Bib li cal phrase ‘our Fa ther’. 

The Most Rev Ste phen Cot trell called the term – used 
for cen tu ries at the start of The Lord’s Prayer – ‘prob lem -
atic’ for vic tims of abu sive par ents. 

He also said it was an is sue for any one who suf fers in
a male-dom i nated so ci ety dur ing a speech to the Church
of Eng land’s gov ern ing body yes ter day. 

By Martin Beckford Policy Editor For The Daily Mail

(Ed i tor:’s Note:  The Bishop thinks he knows better
than Je sus, who taught us how to pray.)

From End Times Headlines:

Da vid Jer e miah says apos tasy among pas tors is a
sign of the ‘great fall ing away’ of End Times 

In flu en tial Pas tor Da vid Jer e miah has voiced his
con cerns about the seem ingly in creas ing num ber of pas -
tors and churches stray ing from bib li cal truth, warn ing
that this trend in di cates the “fall ing away” Scrip ture
proph e sies ahead of the End Times. 

In an in ter view with The Chris tian Post, the
82-year-old founder of Turn ing Point Ra dio and Tele vi -
sion min is tries said that “one of the things the Bi ble says
is that dur ing the time when we’re an tic i pat ing the rap -
ture, there will be what they call the fall ing away, the
apos tasy, is what theo lo gians call it.” 

“And if you study that, what it teaches is that there
will be a time when peo ple who once em braced the truth
will fall away from the truth, and it will be an ep i demic of 
this,” said Jer e miah. 

Netherlands Crowns a Mister in ‘Miss
Universe’ Competition 

Over the week end, the crown of the 2023 Miss Neth -
er lands com pe ti tion – a com pe ti tion de signed for women
– was given to Rikkie Valerie Kollé, a 22-year-old man
who iden ti fies as a transgender woman. The re sults are
“be ing over shad owed by on line back lash,” as phrased by 
Newsweek. How ever, it is more ac cu rate to say the back -
lash is ap pro pri ately war ranted. This is a com pe ti tion for
women, af ter all, not a cos tume party for men who don’t
grasp re al ity. 

Po lit i cal com men ta tor Eva Vlaardinger broek
tweeted, “A man just won ‘Miss Neth er lands’ 2023. Con -
sidering the fact that we live in a post-truth world, I was -
n’t even ex pect ing any thing else. It’s all so pre dict able

and un orig i nal at this point.” By win ning the Miss Neth -
er lands com pe ti tion, Kollé has se cured a spot in the 2024
Miss Uni verse com pe ti tion as well. 

 Sarah Holliday with The Washington Stand

Drag Queen bingo caller snubbed at Fair

AUSTIN, MINN. For the past three years, Roxi
Manacoochi – drag per former and Aus tin na tive, real
name Dylan Kaercher – called bingo at the Mower
County Fair. This year, he learned, he was n’t wel come
back.

“Some one had reached out and said, ‘Well, we were
told that you were n’t al lowed to do it,’” Kaercher said.
Con cerns about drag were cited, he said, at a time when
he and other drag per form ers around the country have
found them selves a grow ing tar get of con ser va tive
pushback for hosting events like story hours at li brar ies
and schools. 

Taken from the Star Tribune, August 19, 2023

(Ed i tor’s Note:  Maybe it’s not just a po lit i cal party
that’s op posed to this, but de cent minded peo ple are tired
of having per ver sion flaunted in their faces.)
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A Thought from the Editor

The fol low ers of Hans Niel sen Hauge were of ten
re ferred to as “read ers”, be cause they were al ways
read ing the scrip tures and de vo tional ma te rial. Our
aim as the board of the Hauge Lu theran Innermission
Fed er a tion is to carry on that tra di tion by pro vid ing
Bib li cal, ed i fy ing writ ings to help you nav i gate the
dan ger ous wa ters of our cul ture. We ask for your
prayers that we might ful fil the call ing given us. We
are a faith min is try, If you are able, we ask for your fi -
nan cial sup port, for there is a cost to print ing and
mail ing the Morn ing Glory. We ask for your feed -
back, (please feel free to write or email us) for we too
need to be en cour aged, or maybe even ad mon ished. 

We hope you find the Morn ing Glory help ful and
ben e fi cial to your spir i tual walk. We also strive to be
evan ge lis tic. If you think the Morn ing Glory has been
ben e fi cial to you, share it with a neigh bor, a friend or
fam ily mem ber, that they too might re ceive a bless ing
and maybe even be awak ened from their slum ber and
saved. 

If you think your church would ben e fit from a Bi -
ble/evan ge lis tic week end con fer ence, let us know, we
would be happy to work with your church coun cil and 
pas to ral staff to dis cern the will of God on the mat ter. 
We have a tent ready to be set up for out door ser vices.
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It’s Time for pro-choice people
to come clean

Pro-lif ers rep re sent the true pro-choice move ment.

By Matt Birk 

I be lieve in the dig nity of ev ery sin gle hu man life
-from con cep tion un til nat u ral death. It does n’t mat ter
their race, re li gion, ZIP code, sex ual ori en ta tion, phys i cal 
and men tal disabil i ties, or the cir cum stances in which
that per son was con ceived -ev ery hu man be ing should be
af forded this in alien able right pro foundly stated in the
Dec la ra tion of In de pend ence. 

I am pro-life. Abor tion ex ists. As a pro-life ad vo cate,
I’m less con cerned about the law (al though this is im por -
tant be cause laws shape cul ture, and vice versa), and
more fo cused on help ing cre ate a sys tem where un ex -
pect edly preg nant women are re spected and sup ported.

Folks on the other side of this is sue call them selves
“pro-choice” – but are they? I’m not here to find flaws in
the logic of their po si tion, but rather to call out their hy -
poc risy. 

It seems like all I hear about the pro-choice side talk
about is abor tion. Tax payer-funded abor tion. On de -
mand.  No re stric tions. No pa ren tal no ti fi ca tion if a mi nor 
wants to have an abor tion. Chem i cal abor tion. Abor tion
at any time dur ing a preg nancy, up un til the mo ment of
birth. And if a baby is born alive dur ing a botched abor -
tion, that baby should be left to die (five in stances in Min -
ne sota in 2022). 

One of the things I don’t ever hear the pro-choice
folks talk about are the risks and harm of abor tion. Abor -
tion wounds women phys i cally, emo tion ally and spir i tu -
ally. I find it com pel ling that a large num ber of the lead ers 
of the pro-life move ment are women who have had abor -
tions them selves. The fact that these heroes have ded i -
cated their lives to try ing to pre vent other women from
mak ing this same mis take is a pow er ful tes ti mony, and it
speaks to just how deep these wounds run.

Does the pro-choice crowd ever talk about adop tion?
It is es ti mated that 1 mil lion to 2 mil lion cou ples in the
U.S. want to adopt, yet only about 18,000 chil dren are
placed per year (source: AmericanAdoptions.com).
Adop tion is an un be liev ably self less act of love by the
birth mother, and an an swered prayer for the adop tive
cou ple. Why does n’t the pro-choice move ment talk about 
mak ing the adop tion pro cess more stream lined and af -
ford able? Why don’t they ever talk about this as a
choice?

I have spo ken at hun dreds of fund-rais ers across the
coun try for preg nancy re source cen ters (known as PRCs).
Con trary to what U.S. Sen. Tina Smith of Min ne sota

tweeted on July 14, 2022, these cen ters are not a “sham” –
they help women and fam i lies in need with pre na tal and
postnatal care, parenting classes, ma te rial as sis tance,
coun sel ing and other ser vices – al ways free of charge. Last 
year, more than 100,000 Min ne so tans vis ited these cen ters
to re ceive help. The next time I meet some one at one of
these events who iden ti fies as pro-choice will be the first. 
If “pro-choicers” are all about choice, why don’t they sup -
port these cen ters that help women in need who want to
choose life for their baby? 

This past leg is la tive ses sion in Min ne sota we saw a
his toric in crease of $18 bil lion to our state bud get, bring -
ing the to tal bud get to $71 bil lion. All sorts of new spend -
ing was ap proved. But do you know what was cut? The
$3.5 mil lion Pos i tive Al ter na tives grant, which helped
sup port the 90 PRCs in Min ne sota. This would have ac -
counted for 0.00005% of the to tal bud get – less than a
round ing er ror. Elim i nating this grant was not based on
eco nom ics, it was po lit i cal pun ish ment. These pro- choice 
pol i ti cians want to drive un ex pect edly preg nant women
to ward one choice – abor tion. They do noth ing to sup port 
the life-af firm ing choices. Pro-lif ers repre sent the true
pro-choice move ment. 

To all Min ne so tans who value life: Let us not be dis -
cour aged. We were born for such a time as this. Let’s re -
main prayer ful, mind ful of the 63 mil lion peo ple who
have been lost to abor tion. Keep show ing up and do ing
the hard work. Con tinue in vest ing time and re sources
into the PRCs in our lo cal com mu ni ties. Ed u cate peo ple
on just how many re sources are avail able for those
women and fam i lies who find them selves un ex pect edly
preg nant and in need of sup port. Lead with love and com -
pas sion, not par ti san pol i tics. 

To the pro-choice peo ple: You are not our en emy. But 
please be hon est and don’t call your self pro-choice or
pro-women -your ac tions say you are pro-abor tion. 

Matt Birk was the Republican candidate for lieutenant
governor in 2022 and was All-Pro center for the

Minnesota Vikings.
Taken from the Star Tribune, Aug. 11, 2023

“When you come to Jesus, you have to be
ready.  There is a cross on your shoulder,

there is a cost you have to take. 
Sometimes it is your life, sometimes it’s

your country, sometimes it’s your family.”
A pas tor in Ye men who was tor tured for his
faith. 
Taken from  Voice of the Mar tyrs, Aug. 2023



Sinners Bought And Sold
from the Lamp lighter Feb ru ary 1976

by Pas tor R. Norheim, The Lu theran Gos pel Hour

“For thus saith the Lord: ‘Ye have sold your selves for
nought; ye shall be re deemed with out money.’ ” 

(Isa iah 52:3)

This is in deed a re mark able word of the Lord, show -
ing on the one side, the de ceit ful ness of sin, “Ye have
sold your selves for nought”, and on the other side, the
mer ci ful re demp tion through Christ, “Ye shall be re -
deemed with out money.” Sin ners sold with out profit and
bought back with out money or price.

Is rael had sold them selves to hea then ideas, worldly
pride and what they thought would bring them their de -
sired in de pend ence. They dreamed of pros per ity, but
awak ened to dis cover they were slaves; not free men.
They had sold them selves for nought!

How true this is of the en tire hu man race, “Sold un -
der sin.” “For,” says Paul in Romans 7:14, “the law is
spir i tual, but I am car nal, sold un der sin.” By one act of
dis obe di ence Adam sold out as the head of the hu man
race, and “as by one man sin en tered into the world, and
so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.”
This is an aw ful state to be found in- “sold out” to gether
with the whole hu man race. But it be comes even worse
when we con sider how in di vid u als have sold them selves
to sin, Sa tan and the world af ter com ing to know the Gos -
pel story of re demp tion!

SELF-SALE

As a rule, slaves are sold by their mas ters; but here
slaves sell them selves. It’s a self-sale by man’s own will -
ful choice. Just as Esau sold his birth right, so sin ners sell
out for a mess of pot tage, that en slaves them and sends
them forth as vag a bonds of the earth, away from the lib -
erty and son ship of the fa ther’s house and home. “Sold
out- for nought!”

Now this mat ter of sell ing out is not done in one
trans ac tion. It is done grad u ally, sell ing a lit tle now and
then. It’s like the ex pe ri ence of the Prod i gal Son, who
one day left the fa ther’s house, sing ing as it were: “I am
the mas ter of my fate; I’m the cap tain of my soul!” Lit tle
by lit tle he wasted his sub stance un til the day came when
he had sold out and landed in the pig pen.

This sell ing of the soul to sin, Sa tan and the world be -
gins with sell ing out some of the finer prin ci ples of life!
A man co mes from a pure home, he has never smoked a
cig a rette, never tasted a drop of li quor, never at tended a
movie, never been in side of a dance hall, never held a
deck of cards in his hands, never taken the Name of the

Lord in vain- and then one day he is tempted by sin; he’s
en ticed by wicked com pan ions, he’s lured by the glit ter
of sin, and un der in creased pres sure he yields- just a lit -
tle, to be sure, but that’s all it takes. Note: the Prod i gal
first sold his sa cred prin ci ples- then he wasted his sub -
stance.

In ner Fall First

There’s al ways the in ner fall that pre cedes the open,
outer fall. One roll ing stone is all it takes to start an av a -
lanche down a moun tain side that will bury a vil lage! It
was “ one lit tle sin” in Par a dise that sold out the en tire hu -
man race. And all it took was one sim ple ques tion, “Has
God said?”, ques tion ing the jus tice of God! And then the
hu man race slipped and slid straight down to hell! No
won der Sol o mon says, “Keep thy heart with all dil i -
gence, for out of it are the is sues of life. Pon der the path
of thy feet and let all thy ways be es tab lished. Turn not to
the right hand nor to the left. Re move thy foot from evil.”
Com pro mise is the devil’s key he clev erly uses in get ting
the young to sell out... just “let ting go” a lit tle bit, so the
world won’t think you’re so nar row-minded. See? Of
those bid den to the King’s Wed ding Sup per, the first said, 
“I go to see;” the sec ond said, “I go to try.” The third said, 
“I’m bound!”

Now, is n’t this just the way sin ners are de ceived by
their sin ful hearts, and tricked by the devil and the world? 
Is n’t this just the way to be gin sell ing out? First, just go
and see, merely look on with your worldly friends; but
that’s the first step and it’s the most dan ger ous; the sec -
ond soon fol lows: “I go to try!” And though you say
you’ll try it only once, you soon learn there’s a law of
rep e ti tion that some how gets the best of you- and be fore
long you are mar ried to sin- bound by laws stron ger than
self-ef fort can free from. You know it’s the first drink that 
makes you a drunk ard. And you who have never taken
that first drink- you have a pos ses sion worth hold ing on
to! But you who have be gun to sell out- lis ten to the cry
of the slaves of sin: “Turn back! Turn back! It does n’t
pay! You’ll sell your self for nought!”

Ju das sold his Sav iour for 30 pieces of sil ver. And
why? Be cause some where back there he had sold him self 
be fore he sold his Sav iour! You may have sold your self at 
an early age; some be gan in the ten der years of child -
hood. For a lit tle fun, that had to be sin ful fun- some thing
that was con trary to God’s will and Word- some thing
your par ents did n’t fa vor, nor your pas tor. The Church
frowned upon it, but you did it any way. That was the be -
gin ning, just a lit tle fling, as it were. You were n’t go ing to 
keep on do ing it. Af ter you’d had your fun, you’d re turn
to the fold.... So you thought, but ex pe ri ence is an other
thing! 
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To day, you sadly look back on a wasted past, mem -
o ries that haunt you night and day. First you sold out
your prin ci ples, then your pos ses sions! And what do
you have for it all? Noth ing! “You have sold your self for 
nought.”

But Lis ten…

Here is good news for you..... “Ye shall be re deemed 
with out money.” The past can’t be re paired nor re stored, 
‘tis true.... but it can be for given! Yes, and what’s more-
it can be for got ten; un der the pre cious blood of the Lord
Je sus Christ, Who died in your stead and bought you
back to God! “Re deemed with out money.” This is n’t a
new thought; it’s as old as the Bi ble- and older. It’s
God’s eter nal plan of sal va tion. No sooner had Adam
sinned than God came and found him, na ked and
ashamed of him self. Then God shed the blood of an an i -
mal, the first blood shed, and made a coat of skin for
him, the first type of the LAMB OF GOD – JESUS
CHRIST, Who was to come to this earth to be slain as a
sin-of fer ing, that His righ teous ness might cover the sin -
ner and make him ac cept able to God!

Re deemed! O glo ri ous word of God! O won der ful
plan of sal va tion! O match less grace that makes slaves
of sin into sons of God! Re deemed – with out money: we 
could never pay the price. My tears could never flow
freely enough; my hands could never work fe ver ishly
enough, my words could never, never suf fice. But Je sus
paid it all; we are re deemed by the pre cious blood of Je -
sus Christ, Who took my pen alty upon Him self, died,
the Just for the un just. He took my place. “Lost, but Je -
sus found me; blind, but now I see; bound, but hal le lu -
jah, Christ has set me free!”

Three-fold Re demp tion cov ers my past, pres ent and 
fu ture. It is a three-fold word, mean ing:

1. First, “Bought while on the mar ket.” This is true
to the Bi ble’s story about Je sus. “While we were yet sin -
ners, Christ died for the un godly.” Rom. 3. He did n’t
wait un til we were de clared to be good; then He would
never have died for us, for man is hope lessly lost in sin.

2. Sec ondly, it means “Bought out of the mar ket.”
Praise God; this tells me about God’s lift ing, trans form -
ing power, called “Re gen er a tion,” or the New Birth that
places me in a new realm and in a new re la tion ship, no
lon ger in the clutches of the slave mar ket of sin. I have
passed out of dark ness, into God’s mar vel ous light.

3. In the third place, it means: “to loose and set free
by pay ing the price.” This tells me the good news that
the Devil has no mort gage in me! He has lost all his
claims and I have not only es caped from his ter ri tory,
but I’m de liv ered from his claim to the right of own er -
ship! “Tis done! the great trans ac tion’s done; I am my

Lord’s and He is mine; He drew me and I fol lowed on,
charmed to con fess the Voice Di vine.”

This, my friend, be comes a re al ity when you let the
Holy Spirit con vict you, first of all, that you are sold un -
der sin, sold for nought. Then only do you qual ify for
jus ti fi ca tion. God jus ti fies the un godly. It’s the trou bled
soul that the Holy Spirit calms with the glad tid ings of
the Gos pel: “Peace, be not afraid.” “Christ died for
you.” He bought you while you were a slave of sin, on
the mar ket of sin; He bought you out of the mar ket, and
now you are free! “There is, there fore, now no con dem -
na tion to them that are in Christ Je sus, who walk not af -
ter the flesh, but af ter the Spirit.”

Walking with God  

The First Com mand ment:  “Thou shalt have no other
gods be fore Me.” 

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? “We should fear, love
and trust in God above all things.”

We have said that the cen tral thought of the First Ta -
ble of the Law is love to God. Now how may we show
our love? The First Com mand ment in di cates one way, a
ba sic way. Lu ther ex plains ex cel lently the thought of the 
Com mand ment in those few pithy words: “Fear” God
with a child like and not a slav ish fear; “Love” God by
let ting Him be come very dear to us, by seek ing our true
joy in Him, and by gladly do ing His will; “trust” God by 
re sign ing our selves with full con fi dence to Him, ex pect -
ing all good from Him, and plac ing all our af fairs in His
hand; and en thron ing Him above all things. 

Oh, how dif fer ent the world would be if the hearts
of men ev ery where were dom i nated by such prin ci ples!
Gone would be the idols and their tem ples, and the
rivers of blood that flow from ten thou sand sac ri fi cial
vic tims; gone would be the soul-curs ing wor ship of
money and plea sure and fame; gone would be the fear
and worry and anx i ety of God less lives. In their place
there would be the spir i tual wor ship, the lov ing ser vice,
and the com fort ing trust that spring from faith in the one
and only true God. 

My God, I would ex alt Thee, I would honor, fear,
and love Thee, and trust in Thee. Drive out ev ery ri val
from my heart and leave me with Thee alone as my King 
and my God. Wilt Thou so com pletely fill my life and
dom i nate my think ing, my speak ing, and my do ing that
I shall be thor oughly mas tered by Thee. I pray in Je sus’
name. Amen. 

Martin Hegland, Augsburg Pub lishing House
© Copyright 1930, 1958



The Christian Life
Thus Je sus Spoke to Men about their Sins.
This should not sur prise us, es pe cially if we are some -

what ac quainted with what Je sus said else where about sin
in gen eral. Per mit me here to cite only two of His state -
ments: “From within, out of the heart of men, evil thoughts 
pro ceed, for ni ca tions, thefts, mur ders, adul ter ies,
covetings, wick ed ness’s, de ceit, las civ i ous ness, an evil
eye, rail ing, pride, fool ish ness” (Mark 7:21-22). “Ye have
heard that it was said, Thou shalt not com mit adul tery: but
I say unto you, that ev ery one that looketh on a woman to
lust af ter her hath com mit ted adul tery with her al ready in
his heart” (Mat thew 5:27-28).

Ac cord ing to my view, these are the two most rev o lu -
tion ary state ments in the moral his tory of the hu man race.

Je sus states here that that which makes an act evil or
good, sin ful or not sin ful, is not its do ing, nor its con se -
quences or re sult, but its mo tive, the im pulse from which it 
springs. Sin is there fore first of all and fun da men tally a
con di tion of our heart and mind; an ex pres sion of our  
will. 

This makes it a mat ter of se ri ous im portance to us all.
It be comes clear to us that it is not nec es sary to have be -
come old in sin, nor to have lived a life of lust and shame,
nor to have been a crim i nal, in or der to know how ter ri ble
sin is, and to be weighed down by its guilt.  

I have never been able to un der stand this talk about
young peo ple hav ing dif fi culty in re al iz ing their sin ful -
ness. It has al ways ap peared to me that this idea is due to a
psy cho log i cal mis un der stand ing. The truth is that the very
op po site is the case. Young peo ple ac quire a strong and
liv ing con scious ness of sin more eas ily than any one else.
Their con sciences have not as yet be come as dull as those
of older peo ple, be cause they have not as yet com pro mised 
their con vic tions as much as the lat ter. As a typ i cal ex am -
ple of this char ac ter is tic trait of young peo ple, I might re -
fer to their ex cep tional sense of jus tice. How a young
per son be comes in censed when an in jus tice is per pe trated
against some one!

The fact that young peo ple can con ceive of the un nat -
u ral idea of em bark ing upon a life of open sin in or der to
ac quire a sense of sin, is not due at all to ex ag ger ated
preach ing of sin. On the con trary, this per verted idea is the
re sult of a weak, a sub-Chris tian mes sage con cern ing sin.

If the at ten tion of both young and old is di rected in -
wardly, to ward the at ti tude of their hearts, then both alike
will see an ocean of sin and un clean ness, an un fath om able
and end less sea of sin ful lusts and de sires, thoughts and
imag i na tions. Self ish thoughts: how do you not cir cle
about your own lit tle self in ev ery thing that you do, in all
that you plan and think! Bit ter thoughts: how harsh and

un mer ci ful are you not in your at ti tudes to ward your fel -
low men! En vi ous thoughts: can you en dure to see peo ple
who have abil i ties which you do not have with out al low -
ing your envy to man i fest it self in one form or other? Un -
chaste thoughts: if the un clean thoughts you har bor were
writ ten on the out side of you, you would no doubt de sire
to hide your self so com pletely that no one could find you.

I have per son ally had oc ca sion to ob serve, when
young men have come to me in their dis tress, what a deep
sense of sin good and whole some young peo ple can ex pe -
ri ence in con nec tion with sins of this kind. Be fore me they
sat, the pride of their fam ily and the ideal of their as so ci -
ates,  and wept bit ter tears. They had be gun to see the sin -
ful ness of their at ti tude of heart. They did not com plain
that they lacked a sense of sin! Rather, they could not un -
der stand how they could be saved from their sin and guilt,
so great was their sense of sin.

The Christian Life by O. Hallesby.  Copyright © 1934
by Augsburg Publishing House

Lu ther on the Sac ra ment of Holy Bap tism

 A let ter re cently re ceived poses this ques tion:
“Does n’t it seem to you that in the Lu theran Church there
has been too much stress laid upon be ing bap tized as an in -
fant and be ing con firmed in stead of ac tu ally hav ing had a
true ‘born again’ ex pe ri ence and re ally hav ing a def i nite
ex pe ri ence of sal va tion in the heart? I be lieve there are
many seek ing and hun gry hearts in the Lu theran Church,
but they do not know Je sus as their per sonal Sav ior and
Re deemer from sin, death and the power of the devil. They 
have been bap tized and con firmed but they have never
been truly ‘born again’ by the spirit of the true and liv ing
God and there fore are not saved but are liv ing un der false
hopes.’’

 It is in deed and sadly true that in the Lu theran Church
there are many peo ple who have been bap tized and con -
firmed and yet are not saved, but are liv ing un der false
hopes. It is not true, how ever, that they have never been
born again, be cause if they were bap tized in ac cor dance
with the faith and prac tice of the Lu theran Church they
were born again, ac cord ing to the prom ise of God and by
the power of His word.

 But many who were born again in holy bap tism have
lived af ter the flesh and so have died. For them to trust in
the fact that they once were bap tized while they yet re fuse
to re pent and be lieve on the Lord Je sus Christ, is in deed to
live in a vain hope.

 There is much mis un der stand ing of bap tism, its ef fi -
cacy and its power and its mean ing, both within and with -
out the Lu theran Church. Those are most cer tainly in er ror
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who deny the ef fi cacy of bap tism to save from sin and
con fer the grace of the new birth. But those are also most
cer tainly in er ror who hold that men are saved by the
grace of bap tism, even though they live in sin with out re -
pen tance and with out faith in Je sus Christ as their Sav ior.
Ac cord ing to Lu ther’s Cat e chism, which is the con fes -
sion of faith of the Lu theran Church, bap tism “works for -
give ness of sins, de liv ers from death and the devil, and
gives ev er last ing sal va tion to all who be lieve as the Word
and prom ise of God de clare.” Note that it does not say
that its ben e fits are be stowed upon all, but upon all who
be lieve, as the Word and prom ise of God de clare. …

So Lu ther, fol low ing the teach ings of Paul, would
have us be lieve that all the prom ises of God which are
summed up in the death and res ur rec tion of Je sus Christ,
are given to us in di vid u ally and per son ally in holy bap -
tism. They are ours if we be lieve. If we do not be lieve, we 
have re jected them. The work of God through Christ was
be gun in us in holy bap tism. It is con tin ued as we by re -
pen tance put to death the old na ture, which putt ing to
death must con tinue through life, and is fin ished only
when we die. And by faith we put on Christ, trust ing in
Him, liv ing for Him, glo ri fy ing Him. Only in those who
thus put to death the old na ture and live to the glory of
Christ has bap tism been ef fec tive.  

By Samuel Miller, from The Bi ble Ban ner, Oc to ber
1942, Lu theran Bi ble In sti tute, Min ne ap o lis

Haugeanism 

Hans Niel sen Hauge 

Al though books have been writ ten and could still be
writ ten about Hans Niel sen Hauge, we must nec es sar ily
be brief and con fine our selves to a few of the es sen tials.
Edv. Sverdrup says in his work “Fra Norges Kristenliv”:
“He (Hauge) be came viewed in a gen eral way, the cho sen 
and com mis sioned in stru ment of God to lead our peo ple
out of the night of unenlightenment and forth into a new
life in the light of God’s Word. There fore, in writ ing the
his tory of the Church of mod ern Nor way, chief men tion
must be made of Hauge and of that awak en ing which
orig i nated with him. And it is al to gether im pos si ble to
write the his tory of in ner mis sions in our land with out
bas ing it upon that man and that awak en ing which con sti -
tute the liv ing source of all vol un tary Chris tian work in
Nor way. Through the work and the suf fer ing of Hauge,
lay preach ing was es tab lished in the Chris tian life of Nor -
way with such power and with such ev i dent re sults that it
could not again be smoth ered. This was due to the fact
that hand in hand with the newly awak ened life came also 

the full re al iza tion of the ob li ga tion of Chris tian wit ness -
ing. And with the newly-awak ened life fol lowed also the
gift of tes ti mony which was nec es sary to sus tain it and to
trans mit it to oth ers that Hauge’s life-work was not nul li -
fied, but be came the source of so rich a dis play of the
pow ers of Chris tian life, was a re sult of the fact that
among Hauge’s friends and im me di ate fol low ers there
arose a deep con scious ness of spir i tual in de pend ence due 
to con fi dence in God and in a cause which they felt was
from Him. This sense of in de pend ence could, it is true,
for a time be held in abey ance by the bur dens of trib u la -
tion, but not de stroyed. On the con trary, these bur dens
rather steeled and strength ened it. And this sense of spir i -
tual in de pend ence which grew up among Hauge’s friends 
was des tined to have far-reach ing con se quences. It was
not only that this made of Hauge’s friends the best of cit i -
zens and of many of them the most prom i nent lead ers in
the var i ous walks of life, nor that through them there was
planted a seed of free dom in the de vel op ment of our
whole na tional life; but, above all, through the vi tal ity
and sense of in de pend ence in the awak en ing by
Hauge-cre ated and nour ished by the Spirit and Word of
God – there was made a per ma nently vi tal con tri bu tion to 
the spir i tual life of our peo ple, af firm ing the free dom and
right of con science, ‘awak en ing zeal for sal va tion of
souls, and call ing into use the gifts of grace.”

Hauge is de scribed as a quiet and med i ta tive per son -
al ity from child hood on. From his mother he learned
hymns and prayers, and the fa ther usu ally, at the close of
day, gath ered the fam ily for wor ship. He was by na ture
deeply re li gious and early in life med i tated on re li gious
prob lems. Games and mer ry mak ing held no in ter est for
him. Even in his youth, sor row over sin and the van i ties
of the world, and the ques tion of how to be saved, were
his only con cern. At an early age it was found to be ex pe -
di ent for him to leave his home in or der, through hard
work, to pro vide a live li hood. He sought to har mo nize, in
his thoughts as well as in his life, the spir i tual and the 
ma te rial in ter ests, at first with very lit tle suc cess. 

Then, on that mem o ra ble April day, in 1796, came
his awak en ing, and with it the di vine call to wit ness for
his Sav ior. The call was, ap par ently, di rect. “It burned
within him, so that he could not keep si lent.” His first
con cern was for his own fa ther, mother, sis ters and broth -
ers; there af ter for his coun try men, even to the fur ther -
most cor ners of Nor way. He was, how ever, of ten filled
with anx i ety, even unto tears, at the thought of the great
task and the heavy re spon si bil ity, yea, he even pleaded
with God to re lieve him of the press ing duty and rather
send forth a bishop or some other prom i nent man. But the 
call never re leased him un til his life’s sun set. 

The path of sor row which fell to the lot of Hauge be -



cause of his call to preach the Gos pel, is now quite gen er -
ally known. He was branded as an idler (løsgjænger) and a
tramp (landstryker). To dis pose of such as these there was
the so-called court of the house of cor rec tion (tugthusret) – 
in the coun try, the county judge (sorenskriver), in the city,
the town judge (byfogd). No “idler” was granted coun sel
for de fense in or der that, as it was ex plained, “jus tice
might not be un nec es sar ily de layed through parleyings
and tech ni cal i ties.” The de ci sion could not be ap pealed;
the in vari able ver dict was, if guilty, de ten tion in the house
of cor rec tion. The term of im pris on ment was de cided by
the com mis sion for the poor, which con sisted of the pas tor, 
el ders, and two men ap pointed by the sher iff. “This is what 
the ap pa ra tus looked like, which ex er cised con trol over
the itin er ant lay preach ers.” 

Hauge’s view of af flic tions and per se cu tions was, that
one should to the ut ter most ex er cise hu mil ity and long suf -
fer ing and re ward evil with good. In spite of all per se cu tions 
from the clergy, Hauge stood un equiv o cally by his church,
and in spite of the most un just treat ment from civil au thor i -
ties, one will hunt in vain for a sin gle word of dis loy alty
from Hauge, by mouth or pen. Hauge was not alone in be -
ing sub jected to such un fair treat ment. In 1799 no less than
six lay preach ers of the Hauge move ment were com mit ted
to the Kristiania House of Cor rec tion “for va grancy and de -
sire to preach (prædikelyst)”, two of whom were de tained
there about two years and six months. One of these was
Hauge’s own brother, Mikkel Hauge.

But Hauge was also a man of a highly prac ti cal bent.
Con cern ing this we quote from “Nordmænd I det nittende
aarhundrede”: “In the coun try dis trict called Maalselven,
the opin ion had be come cur rent among the awak ened
(vakte) that in or der to be a real ear nest Chris tian one must
cease from all man ual la bor.

“On one of his tours Hauge came to this dis trict, and
when it was ru mored that he had come, a great num ber of
peo ple gath ered at the place where he stayed, ex pect ing as
a mat ter of course that he at once would hold a meet ing.
But Hauge had walked over to a wa ter fall nearby to in ves -
ti gate whether or not it could be used for some in dus trial
pur pose. When those as sem bled heard that the stranger oc -
cu pied him self with things of so worldly a na ture, they
were im me di ately con vinced that this man could not be
Hauge, but must be some pre tender pos ing as the re -
nowned man of God and now seek ing to pull the wool
over their eyes. This sus pi cion was con firmed when
Hauge re turned, and, see ing them, bluntly told them to go
to work; that loaf ing was un jus ti fied in such fa vor able
weather. With that he lent a hand him self and aided in the
work un til eve ning. Then he asked them to gather, and

there upon spoke to them in such a way that no one could
doubt that it was Hauge him self who had come to them.
And this in ci dent gave them to un der stand that it was pos -
si ble to be an ear nest Chris tian, and yet, at the same time,
an in dus tri ous and ef fi cient la borer.”

“It was im pos si ble for Hauge to be idle; if he was not
oc cu pied with any thing else, he knit ted or mended his
clothes.” Hauge es tab lished, as is well known, a pa per
mill, a stamp ing mill, a bone mill, a flour mill, a tan nery,
yes, even a foundry for church bells and small can non.

“Fur ther more, there was about Hauge a sin gu larly
sound and gen u ine hu man way of deal ing with men and
af fairs. On sev eral oc ca sions, a vein of hu mor, gen u ine
peas ant hu mor; pe cu liar to east ern Nor way co mes to
light.” Many in ter est ing in ci dents from his life tes tify to
this, but lack of space pre vents us from re lat ing fur ther. It
may be stated that Hans Niel sen Hauge was typ i cally Nor -
we gian. There fore Grundtvig rightly said that through
Hauge the na tional spirit of Nor way was awak ened.

Thus, briefly sketched, that man ap pears who be came
the founder and stan dard bearer of Haugeanism. And the
in flu ence he ex er cised over his friends, was deep and last -
ing. Like Hauge, most of his friends were ef fi cient and in -
dus tri ous work ers in city and coun try dis tricts. “It is
touch ing to read of these old lay preach ers, how, with out
pay, they trav elled afoot over moun tain and vale to en -
cour age their breth ren and to rouse the spir i tu ally sleep -
ing. The sword of the law threat ened them, and a zeal ous
clergy ever sought op por tu nity to bring it into use. Many
suf fered im pris on ment, all were sub jected to de ri sion and
in dig ni ties of all kinds. But in those very times the Nor we -
gian lay preach ers were endowed with a power of spirit
and of faith, and a will ing con se cra tion to the ser vice of
God as never be fore.”  “At an ear lier time it would have
been some thing un usual if any one, born a peas ant, had be -
come any thing but a peas ant, but now many a peas ant
among the Haugeans came to the cit ies, per haps to found a 
mer can tile es tab lish ment, or to learn a trade, or to open a
fac tory or start some other in dus trial en ter prise.... A new
spirit, a power and en ergy hith erto un known, was cre ated
in Nor way.”  

Ed i tor: So much of what is go ing on to day is try ing to
un hitch us from the Scrip tures and from our his tory. Ul ti -
mately his tory is His story, His story of re demp tion and
how he has worked through out his tory to save a peo ple to
Him self. In deed there is a mighty cloud of wit nesses, in
scrip ture and in his tory, we need to learn and be en cour -
aged by them, lest we drift away. He brews 2:1

M.O. Wee , © Copy right, 1919 M.O. Wee
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