
The Way of Salvation
By H.G. Randolph

n Paul’s first Epis tle to Tim o thy, we read: “God would
have all men to be saved and come to the knowl edge of
the truth.”
God is will ing to save. He does not have to be per -

suaded. There is no un will ing ness on His part to be over -
come or bro ken down. He is al to gether ready and will ing.
But God’s word also tells us that all men need to be saved.
That all men need to be saved is ev i dent, first of all, in the
light of God’s holy de mands. In the first let ter of Pe ter we
read, “Like as he who called you is holy, be ye your selves
also holy in all man ner of liv ing; be cause it is writ ten, Ye
shall be holy; for I am holy. “Not only does God here re -
quire of us that we be holy, but to be holy as He is holy. This
we are to be in all man ner of liv ing. Are you holy as God is
holy? In your heart? In your life? God says you are not.
“Only Thou, O God, art holy.” And since He alone is holy,
then it fol lows that nei ther you nor I are holy of our selves
and are there fore in need of God’s sal va tion.

God’s de mand upon us is stated in a sim i lar way in Mat -
thew: “Ye there fore shall be per fect, as your heav enly Fa -
ther is per fect.” If we are to stand be fore God on the strength 
of what we are, we must be per fect, and the stan dard of per -
fec tion is not what we try to be and do but what God is. Are
any of us per fect as God is per fect? The only an swer is No!
But then it is ev i dent that we are sin ners who need God’s
sal va tion.

In the same chap ter the Lord tells us, “Blessed are the
pure in heart, for they shall see God.”  No tice who shall see
God. Those that are pure in heart. Are you pure in heart?
Are your mo tives pure? Would you dare to say to God, “You 
see noth ing in my heart that is wrong and that dis pleases

Thee?” In fact, what He sees in your and my heart is sin
and un clean ness. This makes it plain that we are in need
of sal va tion.

In the same book of Mat thew the Lord Je sus says:
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.” And “Thou
shalt love thy neigh bor as thy self.’’ Do you love God
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your
mind? The an swer, of course, is No. Do you love your
neigh bor as your self? I do not think that there is any one
within the hear ing of my voice who would dare to say
yes. This com mand ment of love to our neigh bor is
stated even more in ci sively in an other place by Je sus
when He says, “This is my com mand ment, that ye love
one an other, even as I have loved You.”  Who of us dares 
to say that we have loved one an other as Je sus loves us? 

From all of these de mands – one thing is plain, that
we are all sin ners who are in need of God’s sal va tion in
Christ.

That sal va tion is needed by all men is also ev i dent
from the con se quences of sin. In Romans we learn that
“the wages of sin is death.” If God were to do with you
and me that which we de serve right now, what would He 
have to do?   He would have to cast us away. He could
not have us. But God does not want to judge us; He
would have all men to be saved. “For God sent not the
Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world
should be saved through him.”

But not only does God want all men to be saved but
He has also made pro vi sion so that all men can be saved. 
First of all He gave His Son for our sal va tion. “For God
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so loved the world that he
gave his only be got ten Son,
that who so ever be liev eth on
him should not per ish but
have eter nal life.” God gave
us heaven’s best in or der that 
we might be saved.

In Isa iah we read, “All
we like sheep have gone
astray. We have turned ev -
ery one to his own way and
Je ho vah hath laid on him the
in iq uity of us all.” Just think
what God has done here for
our sal va tion! He has laid
our sins on Je sus that we
might be saved. All our sins
and all con dem na tion for sin
were laid upon Him in or der
that God might spare and
save us.

Even more, He has made 
His own Son to be sin that
we might be saved. This is
de clared by God’s word in
Sec ond Co rin thi ans: “Him
who knew no sin he made to
be sin on our be half, that we
might be come the righ teous -
ness of God in him.” The in -
no cent Son of God was made 
to be sin on our be half. He
took our blame. He took our
guilt that we might be the
righ teous ness of God in
Him. That means that God
might ac cept us as righ teous
in Christ. In other words, ac -
cept us for what Je sus is.
This is what the Fa ther has
done so that we might be
saved. He gave His Son that
we might be saved. He laid
our sins upon His Son that
we might be saved. He made
His own Son to be sin that
we might be saved.

And His Son also has
done some thing for our sal -
va tion. He took our sins
upon Him self that we might
be saved. “Be hold, the Lamb 
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of God, that tak eth away the sin of the world.” The words
“tak eth away” lit er ally mean “bears away.” He took our
sins upon Him self. He be came the Sin-bearer for us. As a
re sult, He had to die for us, “For Christ also suf fered for
sins once, the righ teous for the un righ teous, that he might 
bring us to God.” No tice what Christ did. He suf fered and 
He died for sins. For whose sins did He suf fer? Not for
any of His own, though He was “tempted in all things like 
as we are,” yet He was with out sin. It was for the sins of
the whole world He suf fered death. He was the righ teous
One bear ing the guilt of the un righ teous.   

The pur pose of His suf fer ing was to bring us to God.
The way to God was shut upon all man kind but through
the death of Je sus it has been opened again. From this it is 
ev i dent, then, that sal va tion is pos si ble for God has pro -
vided it through His Son Je sus Christ, who bore our sins
and suf fered for our sins that we might be saved.

There are three sav ing out comes of Christ’s death.
The first of these is stated in the Ephesian Let ter: “In
whom we have our re demp tion through his blood, the
for give ness of our tres passes, ac cord ing to the riches of
his grace.” The first re sult of Christ’s death which I want
to men tion then is for give ness. In stead of con demn ing us
and vis it ing our sins upon us, which we de serve, God can
for give us and re mit all our sins. But God does not for -
give us be cause we pray so hard or are so in tense and ear -
nest in our sor row for sins, but be cause Je sus has by His
death paid for our sins. There fore, God can re mit our
guilt and par don all our in iq ui ties. And do not fail to no -
tice the mea sure of for give ness, “ac cord ing to the riches
of his grace.” As lim it less as is God’s grace, so il lim it able 
is the for give ness Christ has se cured for us by His death.

The sec ond out come of Christ’s death is told us in the 
Ro man Epis tle in these words:   “Be ing jus ti fied freely by 
his grace through the re demp tion which is in Christ Je -
sus.” We are jus ti fied be cause of Christ’s death. Let me
try to ex plain what that means. To be jus ti fied is more
than to have the for give ness of your sins. When God jus -
ti fies a sin ner He ac cepts him, a sin ner, as righ teous, as
though he had never sinned. In other words, He ac cepts
him for what Je sus is. And what is Christ? He is holy, He
is per fect, He is righ teous, He is sin less, He is good. If
God ac cepts me, a sin ner, for what Je sus is, then what am
I in Christ? I, too, then am in God’s reck on ing righ teous,
per fect, sin less, flaw less, holy, and good. Am I that in
my self? No. But God counts me to be that. He ac cepts me 
to be such in Je sus. He de clares that I am righ teous for He 
sees me only in Christ. And when He sees me in Christ,
He re gards me and looks upon me to be that which Je sus
is in His righ teous ness. You see, God can have us only as
per fect, as holy, as righ teous. In our selves we are not that, 
but be cause of Je sus’ death on the cross God can not only

for give my sins but can also ac cept me in Je sus as righ -
teous. And He can do that with out any of fence to His ho -
li ness or His maj esty, be cause Christ fully paid for my
sins and fully met God’s holy de mands by His obe di ence
even unto death, the death of the cross.

The third re sult of Christ’s death is stated by Je sus in
the Gos pel ac cord ing to John. “And as Mo ses lifted up
the ser pent in the wil der ness, even so must the Son of
man be lifted up; that who so ever be liev eth may in Him
have eter nal life.” Christ lifted up, re fers to His death on
the cross. By His death, Christ has se cured life for us. He
took eter nal death upon Him self that thereby He might
win eter nal life for us. It was in or der that we might have
eter nal life that Je sus came to this world, lived, died, and
arose again, or, to use His own words, “I came that they
may have life, and may have it abun dantly.’’ 

To re peat then, by His death Je sus has se cured for us
the full for give ness of all our sins, ac cep tance with God
as per fectly righ teous and holy in Him, and the gift of
eter nal life. Let us state it in those three words: For give -
ness, Jus ti fi ca tion, and Re gen er a tion. And these con sti -
tute the great sal va tion which God has pro vided for us in
Christ and of fers us in His holy Word. Have you re ceived
this sal va tion? Are you for given? Has God ac cepted you
as righ teous for the sake of Christ? Has He given you the
new life in Him?

The Bible Banner, November 1940,
Lutheran Bible Institute, Minneapolis

The Work of Praying

“The work of pray ing is pre req ui site to all other work 
in the king dom of God, for the sim ple rea son that it is by
prayer that we cou ple the pow ers of heaven to our help -
less ness, the pow ers which can turn wa ter into wine and
re move moun tains in our own life and in the lives of oth -
ers, the pow ers which can awaken those who sleep in sin
and raise up the dead, the pow ers which can cap ture
strong holds and make the im pos si ble pos si ble.” 

Prayer by Ole Hallesby © Copyright 1931 by
Augsburg Publishing House
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The Pri or ity of Prayer

“We are too busy to pray, and so we are too busy
to have power.  We have a great deal of activity,
but we accomplish little; many services but few
conversions; much machinery  but few results” 

R. A. Torrey
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Is the Bible Reliable?
(The fol low ing is my email re sponse to a friend who

was cast ing doubt on the re li abil ity of Scrip ture.)

 A friend sent me an email re spond ing to some thing
I had said the night be fore on the re li abil ity of scrip ture.
This is what I wrote him back:

I’m not sure what you think we have to day that casts 
doubt on the re li abil ity of Scrip tures? We have noth ing
in ar che ol ogy that con tra dicts any thing his tor i cally
writ ten in the Bi ble. We have noth ing in med i cine that
con tra dicts any thing writ ten in the Bi ble. We have noth -
ing in hard Sci ence (prov able, demonstrable, re peat -
able) that has con tra dicted any thing in the Bi ble. There
are even things in the Bi ble that were writ ten thou sands
of years be fore sci ence fig ured them out. Granted there
are the o ries out there, dreamed up by peo ple that want to 
prove that God does n’t ex ist so they can live their lives
any way they want, but these the o ries are unprovable,
and I would say un prov able be cause they are lies. 

What we do have is 100’s of proph e cies ful filled.
We have over 5000 Greek manu scripts dat ing back

to 130AD, and just in the last cou ple years they found a
frag ment from the Gos pel of Mark that they date to
80AD. On top of that they have 19,000 cop ies in Syri ac,
Latin, Coptic, and Ar a maic lan guages all dat ing back to
the 2nd cen tury AD. And from the Dead Sea Scroll we
know the me tic u lous care that was made in copy ing.
Some of the cop ies found in the dead sea cave were
1000 years older than any known doc u ments at the time
and when com pared to each other there were very few
vari ants, noth ing that changed the mean ing of the text. 

You said some thing about trans la tions, while it is
true that some of the ear li est trans la tions were trans la -
tions of trans la tions. Post ref or ma tion, that was no lon -
ger true. Lu ther trans lated his Ger man Bible di rectly
from the best Greek and He brew texts of his day, and the 
texts we have to day are more and better that what he had 
to work with. All of the com mon Bibles to day, the ESV,
the RSV, The NASV, the NKJV, even the New In ter na -

tional Ver sion, have all been trans lated from the orig i nal 
lan guages to Eng lish. 

You think that it is in hu man na ture to em bel lish the
sto ries to make them better. Well Mark was prob a bly
writ ten only 20 years af ter the events hap pened. Mat -
thew and Luke maybe only about 10 years lat er. So three 
Gos pels writ ten within 20 -35 years af ter they hap -
pened. There were over 500 wit nesses who saw Je sus in
His res ur rected body. How many more were there who
had wit nessed the mir a cles of Christ. 12-15 thou sand
had wit nessed Je sus feed ing the mul ti tude with just a
few fish and loaves of bread. When the Gos pels were
writ ten there were still thou sands of peo ple who were
eye wit nesses to these events and would surely have
known if the Apos tles were mak ing stuff up. 

If I made up stuff about my high school years, 50
years later my class mates most of whom are all still
alive, would call me on it pretty fast. 

So the ques tion be comes, are you go ing to be lieve
God, or are you go ing to be lieve man? Sa tan asked Eve,
in the Gar den, “Did God say…?” and Sa tan has used the 
same game plan since the be gin ning, for once he can get
you to doubt God’s word, he has you. 

I heard a tes ti mony from an old preacher, he told
about his own cri sis of faith, how as a young man he
picked up the Bi ble and he was go ing to try to fig ure out
if it was true or not. He said he started at the be gin ning
and read; “In the be gin ning God cre ated the heav ens and 
the earth.” That stopped him dead in his tracks. He
thought to him self, “I’ve got to fig ure that out, do I be -
lieve that? Be cause if I don’t be lieve that, then there is
no point read ing an other word. And if I do be lieve that,
then I will have no prob lem be liev ing any thing writ ten
be yond this verse. I won’t have any trou ble be liev ing
that Jo nah was swal lowed by a big fish, even if it said
Jo nah swal lowed the big fish, I would be lieve it be cause 
a God who could speak the uni verse into ex is tence by
his mere will and words can do any thing.” 

That’s where I come down. A God who speaks
worlds and uni verses into ex is tence, can cer tainly pre -
serve his word and cause it to be handed down to us just
as he wants us to have it. As I heard an other man say
once years ago, “God’s word is not on trial, but you are
on trial by the “Word of God.” Je sus said His words
would be our judge on Judg ment Day. And Je sus one
time talk ing about that fi nal judg ment said, that to some
he will say “De part from me, you who live like I never
gave you a law to keep.” (Para phrase cour tesy of Paul
Washer)

Wayne Almlie

  “The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the
soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making
wise the simple.  The precepts of the LORD are
right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of

the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.”
 (Psalm 19:7-8)
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Guest Ed i to rial
Pas tor Jim Haga

A Trib ute to Pas tor Rodney Stueland
“Ren der to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; cus tom to whom cus tom; 

fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.” (Romans 13:7)

With this is sue of the Morn ing Glory, there is a new ed i -
tor who has taken up the reins.  His name is Mr. Wayne
Almlie.  He has served as a lay pas tor at Gold field, Iowa 
and has been on the Board of the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion for some years.  Be look ing for 
his per sonal tes ti mony at a later ed i to rial.  We are thank -
ful for Wayne and his ded i ca tion and sac ri fice and work 
for the Hauge Innermission.

Pas tor Rodney Stueland has re tired from be ing the Ed i -
tor of the Morn ing Glory due to health  rea sons.  We are
very thank ful for his many years of ser vice to the Hauge 
Move ment.  We thought it fit ting to re mem ber what has
es sen tially been a life-time of in volve ment and ser vice
by Rodney in the Hauge Innermission.

Rodney came to know Je sus as his per sonal Sav ior at
the age of 16.  There were Hauge meet ings in his home
church con ducted by Evan ge list Joe Erickson.  Even
though Rodney’s home was a very re li gious home, his
par ents were not true Chris tians.  Through these meet -
ings, they were con verted and Rodney was shortly
there af ter.  This was 69 years ago in 1954.

Rodney at tended LBI in Min ne ap o lis and started
preach ing at the Hauge Con fer ence as a young man in
1960.  The Spirit of God had called and em pow ered
him to preach.  It was at this meet ing that he met his fu -
ture wife, Barb Deitsche.  They were mar ried and had
five chil dren.

Rodney trav eled as an Evan ge list in de pend ently and for 
the Ca na dian Innermission in 1961 and later for the
U.S. Hauge Innermission.  The peo ple who were con -
verted through those move ments and through Rodney’s 
preach ing are a trib ute to what God can do through the
preach ing of an Evan ge list.

The Hauge Move ment had a pe ri od i cal called the
Morn ing Glory and in 1962, then ed i tor Ar nold E.
Windahl, left that po si tion and Rodney be came the ed i -
tor off and on since that time.  That was  61 years ago!

The Hauge Innermission owned the prop erty and build -
ings at 3110 E. Med i cine Lake Bou le vard.  These were
pur chased by the As so ci a tion of Free Lu theran Con gre -
ga tions (AFLC) in 1963.  Rodney was part of the
Innermission when this took place.

Rodney went through the Sum mer In sti tute that the
AFLC of fered and be came a Li censed Lay Pas tor with
the AFLC.  He has served con gre ga tions in New
Folden, MN, Bux ton, ND, Ros lyn, SD, Roseau, MN
and Mondovi, WI.  He also did pul pit sup ply for sev eral 
churches and in terim work at Jevnaker near Fel ton,
MN.  In his pas tor ates, he was in stru men tal in hav ing
Evan ge lis tic Meet ings in these churches.  I (Pas tor Jim
Haga) was the guest evan ge list when he served in
Roseau, MN.

As I have served on the Board of the Innermission since 
1997, I can re mem ber that Rodney was a key per son to
set up spe cial meet ings and ar range for speak ers to
preach at our meet ings.  Even when his health de te ri o -
rated and he could not phys i cally drive the dis tance to
at tend the meet ings, he was still busy ar rang ing for
places and speak ers.  His ever pres ent bur den, with him
yet to day, is for peo ple to know Je sus Christ as their
own per sonal Sav ior.  Since he was raised in Chris tian
home with Chris tian par ents and was him self re li gious,
none of them were in fact true Chris tians.  It was the
new-birth that set true spir i tual life aflame and gave that 
blessed as sur ance that Je sus is mine!

The Board of the Hauge Innermission Fed er a tion
would like to thank Pas tor Rodney Stueland for his life
time of ser vice.  The Hauge move ment would not be
where it is to day with out his work and sac ri fice. There
are souls who are saved to day and souls in heaven right
now be cause of the work and min is try of Rodney.  He
held firm in his con vic tions down through the years and 
felt it was his call ing to see peo ple born-again in Je sus,
es pe cially peo ple in the Lu theran Church who are re li -
gious, but not truly con verted to Christ.

Rodney would like to thank the Board of Di rec tors for
their help to him.  Though they have come and gone,
and some have gone home to be with the Lord, they
prayed for him and helped him as part of an or ga ni za -
tion that has been his life’s work.

“For God is not un righ teous to for get your work and
la bour of love, which ye have shewed to ward his name,
in that ye have min is tered to the saints, and do min is -
ter.” (He brews 6:10, KJV)
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Believable …Yet unbelievable

 Lutheran pastor preaches against the
Great commission. 

From Rev er end Schnekloth:  This com ing Sunday
is Trin ity Sunday and the gos pel les son as signed for the
day is Mat thew 28:16-20, of ten called the “Great Com -
mis sion” be cause in it Je sus “com mands” the dis ci ples
to go to all na tions and bap tize and dis ci ple them. It also
con tains the Trin i tar ian for mula used at bap tisms, which 
is why in the Church year, the text from Mat thew is se -
lected as the text for Trin ity Sunday. Now typ i cally
those who at tend our ser vices and lis ten to my ser mons
know I mostly at tempt a gen er ous read ing of the Bib li -
cal texts. Which is to say al though I may ask some ques -
tions, over all I do not in ter ro gate or re ject scrip ture but
strive to come along side it. How ever, this Sunday I plan
to preach AGAINST the text. I do so in sol i dar ity with
the mil lions around the world who have been the tar gets
of this non-re cip ro cal and co lo nial discipling.

Just a few notes on why:
1. I think it likely these verses are not orig i nal to

Mat thew but the ad di tion of a re dac tor. 
2. The com mis sion as spo ken and writ ten does not

match the spirit of other parts of Mat thew (think of the
Be at i tudes or the par a bles of Mat thew 25). 

3. I’m so done with discipling. Like the dis ci ples we 
read about in Mat thew, I my self hardly have my own
s…(act) to gether.

4. Yet I am a big fan of bap tism, not as com mand but 
as gift. 

5. And I love Trin i tar ian the ol ogy be cause it’s our
best ar tic u la tion of how this one we know, Je sus, is also
God. I just don’t think the Great Com mis sion com mand
is a good rep re sen ta tion of how the Trin ity moves in re -
la tion ship to us, let alone in Them selves as Trin ity. 

6. And for the love of God can we honor our neigh -
bors in other faiths for who they are (full stop) be fore we 
im me di ately move to proselytization? Is n’t the mu tual
shar ing of faith better as re cip ro cal open en coun ter?

Source: exposingtheELCA.com

(Ed i tor: The most used trick of Sa tan is to get us to
ques tion what God has said. He used it on Eve at the be -
gin ning and has used it down through the ages to even
to day. Peo ple have told me I take the Bi ble too lit er ally.
But is n’t that the saf est place to stand? A pro fes sor at a
Lu theran col lege 40 years ago said in an in ter view, “I
take the Bi ble too se ri ously to take it lit er ally.” This ex -

plains what has hap pened to main line Lutheranism in
the last 40 years. I have al ways tried to take the op po site
ap proach. I take the Bi ble too se ri ously not to take it lit -
er ally.)

Maybe it’s time for Texas Christian
University to change it’s name.

Texas Chris tian Uni ver sity’s Women and Gen der
Studies de part ment of fered a “Queer Art of Drag” class
dur ing the Spring 2023 se mes ter. The course re quired
stu dents to give a per for mance as their own “drag per -
sona.”

“Drag is an art form with a rich his tory of chal leng -
ing dom i nant norms and sys tems of op pres sion; build -
ing queer com mu nity; and cul ti vat ing ex pe ri ences of
queer joy in a hos tile world,” the course website reads.
“Crit i cal drag ex plores drag per for mance as an out let for 
so cial cri tique, ped a gogy, and queer world mak ing.”

The syl la bus also says stu dents must cre ate a “drag
vi sion board,” give an “in-class lip-sync per for mance,”
and make a “story board” for a fi nal per for mance.

A “My Drag Worksheet” as sign ment re quired stu -
dents to cre ate a name, a “drag greet ing,” a “lip-sync
port fo lio,” and “strike a pose” for their drag per sona.

Stu dents were re quired to give their fi nal pre sen ta -
tion us ing their drag per sona voice and sub mit a video
per for mance for TCU’s “An nual Night of Drag.”

Source: Notthebee.com

Also some encouraging news from the
college front. 

Oklahoma Soon ers Women’s Soft ball Team with an 
In cred i ble Mes sage Af ter Their His toric Sea son and
World Se ries Win.

The Soon ers team cap tain and short-stop, Grace Ly -
ons, gave an in spi ra tional an swer: 

“Well, the only way that you can have a joy that
does n’t fade away is from the Lord.  And any other type
of joy is ac tu ally hap pi ness that co mes from cir cum -
stances and out comes.  I think coach has said this be -
fore, but Joy from the Lord is the only thing that can
keep you mo ti vated, and just in a good mindset, no mat -
ter the out comes.  Thank fully, we’ve had a lot of suc cess 
this year, but if it was the other way around, Joy from the 
Lord is the only thing that can keep you em brac ing those 



mem o ries, mo ments, friend ships, and all of that.  So,
that’s re ally the only an swer to that, be cause there’s no
other way soft ball can bring you that be cause of how
much fail ure co mes in it and just how much of a
rollercoaster the game can be.” 

As if Ly ons’ re sponse was n’t in cred i ble enough, both 
of her team mates flank ing her dur ing the press con fer -
ence re ver ber ated her state ment. 

 Three-time All-Amer i can cen ter fielder Jayda
Coleman im me di ately backed up the team cap tain: 

“1,000% agree with Grace Ly ons.  I’ve went through
that my fresh men year…I was so happy that we won the
Col lege World Se ries, but I did n’t feel Joy.  I did n’t know
what to do the next day.  I did n’t know what to do for the
fol low ing week.  I did n’t feel filled.  I had to find Christ
in that and I think that is what makes our team so strong,
is that we’re not afraid to lose, be cause it’s not the end of
the world.  Yes, ob vi ously we worked our butts off to be
here and we want to win, but it’s not the end of the world
be cause our life is in Christ, and that’s all that mat ters.” 

Alyssa Brito, the Soon ers third-base man who trans -
ferred from Or e gon in 2021, made a ref er ence to a cele -
bra tory prac tice where they look up and point to wards
the sky. Brito said: 

“…I know my self, I’ve seen so much of a growth in
my self with…once I turned to Je sus, and I re al ized how
He had changed my out look on life, not just soft ball, but
un der stand ing how much I have to life for, and that’s liv -
ing to ex em plify the King dom.  And that brings so much
free dom.” 

(Ed i tor’s note: Well done la dies) 

By Brian Lupo, olivetreeviews.org 

Sex Reassignment Doesn’t Work. Here Is 
the Evidence.

Sex “re as sign ment” does n’t work. It’s im pos si ble to
“re as sign” some one’s sex phys i cally, and at tempt ing to
do so does n’t pro duce good out comes psychosocially.

As I dem on strate in my book, “When Harry Be came
Sally: Re sponding to the Transgender Mo vement,” the
med i cal ev i dence sug gests that sex re as sign ment does
not ad e quately ad dress the psychosocial dif fi cul ties
faced by peo ple who iden tify as transgender. Even when
the pro ce dures are suc cess ful tech ni cally and cos met ic -
ally, and even in cul tures that are rel a tively
“trans-friendly,” transitioners still face poor out comes.

Dr. Paul McHugh, the uni ver sity dis tin guished ser -
vice pro fes sor of psy chi a try at the Johns Hopkins Uni -
ver sity School of Med i cine, ex plains:

Transgendered men do not be come women, nor

do transgendered women be come men. All (in -
clud ing Bruce Jen ner) be come feminized men or
masculinized women, coun ter feits or im per son -
ators of the sex with which they ‘iden tify.’ In that 
lies their prob lem atic fu ture.

When ‘the tu mult and shout ing dies,’ it proves not
easy nor wise to live in a coun ter feit sex ual garb. The
most thor ough fol low-up of sex-re as signed peo ple – ex -
tend ing over 30 years and con ducted in Swe den, where
the cul ture is strongly sup port ive of the transgendered –
doc u ments their life long men tal un rest. Ten to 15 years
af ter sur gi cal re as sign ment, the sui cide rate of those who
had un der gone sex-re as sign ment sur gery rose to 20 times 
that of com pa ra ble peers.

Excerpts taken from Heritage.org, Mar 9, 2018 by
Ryan T. Anderson, Ph.D.

Why Preach Christ?

Churches are full of Pe ters and Ju dases, ba si cally
hear ing the same mes sages, ex pe ri enc ing the same wor -
ship, see ing the same power on dis play in peo ple’s lives,
serv ing; but they’re go ing to end up in two ex tremely dif -
fer ent des ti na tions. Is n’t this the way Je sus ends the Ser -
mon on the Mount? “Many will say, ‘Lord, Lord.’” And
He will say, “I never knew you.” And it all co mes back to
one’s at ti tude to ward Je sus Christ.  

Through the years, oc ca sion ally peo ple have asked
me, “Why are you so stuck on preach ing Christ?” Well,
be cause I know, that what saves peo ple from hell is their
at ti tude to ward Je sus Christ. I can’t preach enough of Je -
sus Christ. I think that’s the point of all Scrip ture, to point 
to Him. I make no apol ogy to fol low my men tor Paul who 
said, “We preach Christ. We preach Christ.” De ter mine to 
know noth ing among you ex cept Christ.

Gracetoyou.com, Pastor John McArthur
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What is Progressive Christianity?

“And as He was sitting on the Mount of Olives,
the disciples came to Him privately, saying,
“Tell us, when will these things be, and what
will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end
of the age?”  And Jesus answered and said to
them, “See to it that no one misleads you.” 
(Matthew 24:3-4)

Pro gres sive Chris tian ity is a new the ol ogy that is pa -
rad ing it self as be ing or tho dox, but it is n’t.  It is the cul mi -
na tion of sev eral de vel op ing spir i tual move ments that
were mar gin ally Chris tian.  To day, Pro gres sive Chris -
tian ity may sound Chris tian on the sur face, but as you
look at its real be liefs, it is far from that in most cases.

Listed be low is the listed be liefs of Bethel Con gre ga -
tional United Church of Christ in Beaverton, Or e gon,
(Bethelbeaverton.org) which iden ti fies it self as a Pro -
gres sive church. Their stated be liefs re flect what most
Pro gres sive peo ple would iden tify with, ei ther in part or
in whole.  I will com ment be low each sec tion set off in
brack ets [] and printed in ital ics.

“In keep ing with our “re formed and re form ing” iden -
tity, we have em braced a move ment that be gan in 2006
called Pro gres sive Chris tian ity. The move ment was a part 
of a larger move ment called “the emerg ing church.” At
the heart of these move ments was the de sire to ar tic u late
a way of be ing Chris tian that was an al ter na tive to the
Chris tian faith por trayed in the pub lic realm. The lead ers
of Pro gres sive Chris tian ity had grown weary of de fin ing
their Chris tian faith in neg a tive terms: “We aren’t fun da -
men tal ists. We don’t be lieve the Bi ble is the inerrant or
in fal li ble word of God. We don’t agree that Creationism
should re place the sci ence of evo lu tion in pub lic schools.
We don’t be lieve that God hates gays. We don’t be lieve
that peo ple of other faiths are go ing to hell un less they
con vert to Chris tian ity. We don’t deny the right of women 
to choose what hap pens to their bod ies.”

[They miss the truth right from the be gin ning when
they deny that the Bi ble is the Word of God.  Once you de -
part from this, then you can ac cept any phi los o phy or
opin ion as equally valid.  It is ob vi ous that they ac cept
lib eral ap proaches to life.]

Pro gres sive Chris tian Be liefs Are Rooted in Je sus
We be lieve in the Trin ity:  God the Cre ator, Je sus the

Christ, and the Holy Spirit. We be lieve that Je sus’ com -
mand ment to “love one an other as I have loved you” is
foun da tional.

[They state that they be lieve in the Trin ity, yet never
state that it is One God in three Per sons Who are One in

very es sence.  This al lows for al ter nate views to be ac -
cepted which deny the de ity of Christ and the De ity and
Per son-hood of the Holy Spirit.]

We are more com fort able act ing on our faith than
talk ing about it.

Saint Fran cis of Assisi’s wis dom: “preach the gos pel
al ways, and when nec es sary use words” res o nates
deeply. We be lieve that Chris tian faith is a jour ney, not a
des ti na tion. We think of our selves as “work in prog ress”
Chris tians.

[The Scrip tures in struct us to “Preach the Word” (2
Tim. 4:2) and pres ent the truth of Christ in what we say
and do.  If Chris tian peo ple are si lent about what they do, 
then peo ple will not know Who it is they are rep re sent ing
in the world.  Je sus said, “Let your light shine be fore men 
in such a way that they may see your good works, and
glo rify your Fa ther who is in heaven.”  (Mat thew 5:16)]

We be lieve that God’s will and way were re vealed in
Je sus of Naz a reth. We be lieve that the his tor i cal Je sus,
the Jew ish Rabbi car pen ter who lived in an cient Pal es -
tine, be came the Christ as his fol low ers en coun tered him
in their midst af ter his earthly death. The Holy Spirit
awak ened them to the power of Je sus’ pres ence in their
midst. Je sus came alive when they trusted that his love,
guid ance, sup port, com fort and chal lenge re mained with
them even though his phys i cal body did not. Je sus’ life,
death and res ur rec tion, pro vide the in spi ra tion and chal -
lenge for us to live as fol low ers of Je sus to day.

[They state that Je sus BECAME the Christ when His
fol low ers en coun tered Him.  Je sus was the Christ from
His very birth, not some thing that He ob tained.  “For to -
day in the city of Da vid there has been born for you a Sav -
ior, who is Christ the Lord.”  (Luke 2:11)  They deny the
phys i cal res ur rec tion of Christ when they state that Je sus
re mained with His fol low ers af ter His earthly death even
though His phys i cal body did not.  Je sus is a model to fol -
low, not the Sav ior over Sin, Death and the Power of the
Devil.  The Je sus they pres ent is not the Je sus of Scrip -
ture, but a coun ter feit.  The Scrip tures tell us spe cif i cally
that this will hap pen.  (See 2 Cor. 11:4)] 

Our Pro gres sive Be liefs
1. The Chris tian faith is founded on three pri mary

calls we see through Je sus; 
To love God, to love our neigh bor, and to love our -

selves.

[There is not hing stated about For give ness of Sins
through Re pen tance or com ing to Christ as your Sav ior
by Faith in or der for there to be Sal va tion.  Je sus then be -
comes a model to fol low. There is noth ing stated that Je -
sus died for our sins!]



2. The Chris tian faith is our way of be ing faith ful to
God. But it is not the only way.

Chris tian ity is the truth for us. But it is not the only 
truth.  This prin ci ple stems from the re al ity of the 21st
cen tury. We share our lives with peo ple who are Mus lim,
Jew ish, Hindu, Bud dhist. We ex pe ri ence these peo ple as
lov ing and car ing by fol low ing their re li gious tra di tions.
To deny that is to deny that God can only draw peo ple with 
one way. That sim ply is n’t born out in our ex pe ri ence.

The power of the Chris tian faith to trans form lives
does not re quire it to be ex clu sively true. Ex clu siv ity is
born out of fear. The fear that there is one train to God and
if you aren’t on the right train, you’ll go to hell. We be lieve 
there are many trains and God wel comes them all.

[Je sus said that He was the only way to the only true
God.  Je sus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and
the life; no one co mes to the Fa ther, but through Me.”
(John 14:6)  Je sus called other re li gious lead ers and
teach ers “rob bers and thieves.” (John 10:8)  To deny
these things and say there are other ways to God than
through Je sus is to call the Lord Je sus a liar.]

3. Love of God in volves all as pects of life, not just hu -
man life.

Care of the Earth and its eco sys tems is an ex pres -
sion of Chris tian faith and stew ard ship. This prin ci ple
stems from our ever-wid en ing un der stand ing of cli mate
change and in flu ence our “car bon foot print” has on the
qual ity of the air, wa ter and soil. Sci ence and re li gious
faith are friends – each informs the other.  Wis dom and in -
sight from both are es sen tial for Chris tian faith.

[To state that Sci ence and Re li gious faith are friends is 
an out right de nial what most Sci ence de clares to day. 
Most Sci en tific com mu ni ties be lieve in the Big Bang The -
ory and Evo lu tion with no God ever pres ent to have any -
thing to do with any of this.  To deny this is to af front God
from the very start of the Scrip tures, “In the be gin ning,
God cre ated the heav ens and the earth.” (Gen. 1:1)]

4. Love of Neigh bor means ex tend ing kind ness and
care...

To those in our fam ily and in our lo cal and global
com mu ni ties.  Fur ther, love of neigh bor in cludes af fir ma -
tion of the LGBTQ com mu nity, im mi grants, peo ple of
other faith tra di tions and even those who are en e mies.

[Peo ple who ad here to the LGBTQ com mu nity openly
deny what God says about Ho mo sex ual and Les bian sex -
ual re la tions.  (See Rom. 1:24-27)  God loves all peo ple re -
gard less of who they are, but that does n’t mean that His
wrath is stayed against all man ner of sin or that He ap -
proves of all that peo ple do.  “For the wrath of God is re -
vealed from heaven against all un god li ness and
un righ teous ness of men, who sup press the truth in un righ -

teous ness.” (Rom. 1:18)]

5. Love of self means en gag ing in spir i tual dis ci plines
Wor ship, prayer, mu sic, study of the Bi ble and

other lit er a ture feeds the mind, heart and spirit.  Love
of self also in cludes giv ing time for rest, rec re ation, nur -
tur ing friend ship, a healthy diet and phys i cal ex er cise.
Love of self re quires hu mil ity and hu mor.

[This state ment of be lief is all right as long as the
other lit er a ture that is read is in agree ment with the Scrip -
ture.]

In ter pre ta tion of Luke 16:19-31
Pro gres sive Chris tians might be taken aback by the

vivid im ag ery of hell (its Greek ver sion, called Hades) in
this pas sage.  But note that the mod ern evan gel i cal for -
mula for hell-avoid ance is miss ing!  In this par a ble, you
don’t have to “ac cept Je sus as your per sonal Lord and sav -
ior”.  All that’s nec es sary to get to the bosom of Abra ham
is to fol low the law of Mo ses and the guid ance of the
proph ets.  And there’s no men tion of “heaven”.  Gen e sis
25 tells us that “Abra ham breathed his last and died in a
good old age, an old man and full of years, and was gath -
ered to his peo ple.”  The peo ple of early Is rael did not be -
lieve in an af ter life: be ing “gath ered to his peo ple” meant
be ing bur ied with them.  Laz a rus’ re ward for fol low ing the 
law and the proph ets was to die in peace and be gath ered to 
Abra ham and the rest of his peo ple.  The cul tural con text
of this par a ble makes it clear that it is not to be taken lit er -
ally as a de scrip tion of life af ter death.

But pro gres sive Chris tians ought to take it se ri ously. 
Those of us with the re sources to help those who lack them 
must pay at ten tion and re spond mean ing fully to their
needs – not just with tra di tional char ity, but with a com -
mit ment to struc tural so cial and eco nomic change.

Progressivechristianity.org

[It is clear that they deny hell and ev er last ing pun ish -
ment in this in ter pre ta tion.  They also look to a sys tem of
works in or der to please God and be right with Him in the
af ter life.]

Pro gres sive Chris tian ity is not re ally Bib li cal Chris -
tian ity at all.  They deny clear pri mary ten ets of the faith. 
While not ev ery one who is in volved in the move ment
holds to all these be liefs, they deny the very truths found 
in the Scrip tures.

For fur ther anal y sis of Pro gres sive Chris tian ity, look
at Alisa Childers on the Internet or her book, An other
Gos pel?  A Life long Chris tian Seeks Truth in Re sponse to
Pro gres sive Chris tian ity.

Pastor Jim Haga
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How May I Know 
I have Eternal life?

By A.W. Knock

God wants us to know we are saved. “These things
have I writ ten unto you, that ye may know that ye have
eter nal life, even unto you that be lieve on the name of the
Son of God’’ (1 John 5:13). We do not need to say, “I
hope I am saved.” It is our priv i lege to truly say, “I know I 
am saved.”

You can only know you are saved when you are
saved. Wishing and think ing about it, or even long ing to
know, is not suf fi cient. Many seek ing souls are long ing to 
have the wit ness of the Holy Spirit in their hearts that
they are saved when as yet they have not claimed Christ
as their life, nor are they putt ing their trust in Him alone
for their sal va tion. The Holy Spirit is a Friend, not an en -
emy, of our souls. He has been sent to bear wit ness to
those who have ac cepted Christ that they are saved and
not to lull to sleep those liv ing with out Christ nor to con -
sole those who still are with out the gra cious ex pe ri ence
of sal va tion.

Or they may say, “Some times I feel I am and again I
do not.” Why do they want to “feel” at all about this mat -
ter? No doubt be cause they have heard Chris tians speak
of their joy of sal va tion. We must not dis count feel ings
en tirely. It is not wrong to have a happy emo tional sen sa -
tion over the fact that you are saved.

But these feel ings must not be made the ba sis for
your sal va tion. Your ba sis must be what Christ has done.
Of this God has spo ken in His Word. If you be lieve the
Word, mak ing Christ’s work on your be half your own,
you have rea son to be happy.

But you will soon learn that your feel ings are not to
be trusted. They will vary from day to day, of ten de pend -
ing upon your clas si cal health and sur round ing cir cum -
stances. You will need to learn to go by the Word. The
work of Christ set forth in this Word is to be trusted. De -
pend on it and not on your feel ings. 

Some in sist that to know you are saved you must
have had iden ti cal ex pe ri ences such as they have had. We 
are not doubt ing or min i miz ing the truth or re al ity of their 
ex pe ri ences. They are the only spir i tual ex pe ri ences of
which these are in ti mately fa mil iar. But when we have
dealt with many souls, we soon learn that oth ers who
have come to as sur ance of sal va tion have had en tirely
dif fer ent ex pe ri ences. And these have been equally real
and true as any that oth ers may have had. Hence we must
not ex pect or in sist that all shall have the same ex pe ri -
ences while com ing to as sur ance of sal va tion. 

Se cret and open sins must be con fessed un con di tion -

ally to God. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you your sins,
and as He does, con fess them hon estly to God. Do not ex -
cuse them or try to evade them. God sees the heart; He
knows our thoughts. Con fess your sins as be fore a God
who both sees and knows. Then you will not so readily be 
tempted to ex cuse your self. But it will hum ble you. That
is for your good, for God “giv eth grace to the hum ble.” 

You may also need to con fess sins com mit ted against
oth ers, to make amends or to make res ti tu tion. Wait qui -
etly upon the Holy Spirit’s con vic tion and then obey Him
as He di rects. That is hard on our pride, on our self-life.
But it brings us into the lib erty of the chil dren of God who 
lis ten to and obey God’s Word. Then rest upon the Word,
upon His prom ises of for give ness. “I, even I, am he that
blotteth out thy trans gres sions for mine own sake; and I
will not re mem ber thy sins”. (Isa. 43:25 ) It is not be cause 
of any good you have done or any good in you that He
for gives. He Him self has paid the price for your sins. Re -
demp tion is “fin ished.”  You are for given be cause of
what Je sus has done, “for his own sake.” Be lieve His
Word and thank Him for for give ness. When you have
truly con fessed your sins thank Him that, ac cord ing to 
the Word, you are for given.

Very few peo ple, when asked if they be lieve, will
ever deny it. Sure they be lieve in Je sus!  But why are they 
not as sured of sal va tion? Je sus says, “He that believeth
on the Son hath eter nal life’’ (John 3:36). Ob serve, He
says “hath” not “shall have.” Hence if you truly be lieve,
you have eter nal life, now. And yet many who say they
be lieve do not dare to say they have eter nal life. How do
we ex plain that dif fi culty? 

In Rom.10:10 Paul says, “With the heart man be liev -
eth unto righ teous ness.” Ob serve, it is with the heart we
are to be lieve so as to be saved. Too many have taken
knowl edge of and be lief of Bi ble facts as be ing sav ing
faith. We must get be yond the his tor i cal fact to the per son
of Je sus.

Hence John 1:12 says, “As many as re ceived him, to
them gave he the right to be come chil dren of God, even to 
them that be lieve on his name.” Ob serve, that “the right
to be come chil dren of God’’ is a ”gift." And a gift can not
be earned. It must be re ceived. This “right” is here said to
be given to those who “be lieve” and to those who “re -
ceive.” We know that “things equal to the same thing are
equal to each other.” Hence if you re ceive Christ then you 
be lieve on Him. Do you look upon be liev ing as re ceiv -
ing? Have you re ceived Christ into your heart?

Eter nal Life is in the Son

The Word makes it very plain that eter nal life is not
in our selves by na ture nor earned by any good thing that
we may do. It is in the Son, in Je sus. God gave unto us



eter nal life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son 
hath the life’’ ( I John 5:11,12). Hence it is ev i dent that if I 
am to have eter nal life I must have the Son, Je sus, in my
heart.

Bible Banner, Lutheran Bible Institute 
MPLS July 1941

How can I en ter into 
Fellowship with God?

Spir i tual Guid ance for Trou bled Souls

QUESTION: 
How can I en ter into fel low ship with God? This is a

ques tion I have thought and read much about. But I am
not able to ar rive at a clear un der stand ing of the mat ter.
The first dif fi culty that pres ents it self is, how much I
must re pent be fore I can be saved. I have heard and read
that a true and liv ing faith is wrought through a heart felt
con tri tion and sor row for sin. I can truth fully say I de sire
to be saved and be come a true child of God. But when I
do not have this heart felt con tri tion and sor row for sin, is
there then no hope for me? 

ANSWER: 
Your de sire to be saved is the work of the Holy Spirit

in your heart. And we read that He, who hath be gun the
good work in you will per fect it un til the day of Je sus
Christ. 

You say, you de sire to be saved, and that means that
you de sire to have all your sins for given, so that you may
be a happy child of God. It must be your sin that makes
you un happy, and you wish to get away from it and be
happy. You re al ize that sin is your worst en emy. You long 
to be able to say: “I am saved, my sin is for given, and I
am a child of God.” In this long ing there is in the first
place a grief over your sins. This sor row or grief may be
some what dif fer ent than what you thought it should be.
Per haps you were look ing for so dread ful a pain in your
con science, that God would have com pas sion on you and 
for give you your sins, but you do not seem to be able to
bring about such a con tri tion, and there fore you think
there is lit tle hope that God will be mer ci ful and for give
you. 

Our con tri tion can not in duce God to for give sin.
Con tri tion merely serves to give us a de sire to be saved,
and when you have this de sire, you have suf fi cient con -
tri tion for your sins. The con tri tion that we should have
had for our sins, was laid on Je sus, and he felt the con tri -
tion for us. He tasted our eter nal grief for our sins to such

a de gree that he cried out: 
“My God, my God! why hast thou for saken me?”

Isa iah says, the pun ish ment was laid on him that we
should have peace. And now you are strug gling to work
up suf fi cient con tri tion for your sins so that God may
have com pas sion on you. But if you should have to do
that, you would have to take upon you the pun ish ment
that was laid on Je sus. Then He would have suf fered in
vain for you. Oh no, you should be most thank ful that the
con tri tion for your sins was fought out on the cross, and
you are free. 

In your long ing for for give ness there is con tri tion
enough. It is only an ev i dence that you are hon est be fore
God, when you are dis sat is fied with your con tri tion. 

When I was in the same sit u a tion as you, not able to
feel as sorry for my sins as I wished to be, my at ten tion
was called to a lit tle verse: “Your grief o’er sin has
reached its height, when with it you are dis sat is fied.” 

What a bless ing, that you can be saved with out even
as much as to the proper sor row for your sins. You can
then re al ize that you are a help less, lost sin ner, who has
noth ing in your self to build upon. Those are the very sin -
ners that God can save. 

The next ques tion then pres ents it self: Is is pos si ble
to be able to be lieve, when one does not have any con tri -
tion to lean on? 

In the long ing in which there is suf fi cient sor row
there is also faith. Your long ing draws you to Christ. That 
is the way the Holy Spirit works. He leads you to the
Lamb of God who bore the sins of the world. He gave His 
life to save you from your sins. He did it, be cause He
loved you, and had a deep long ing to save you. And now
you come with an ear nest long ing to meet Him. Do you
then be lieve that He will turn you away, tell ing you that
you must have more con tri tion and more faith be fore you
can be saved?  Oh no, He stands with open arms to re -
ceive you. We are so apt to want some thing of our own to
rest on in our con ver sion. We do not want to be com -
pletely help less. But that is what the word of God
teaches. And that is also the ex pe ri ence that a sin ner is
saved by grace alone, with out any work on his part.

          S. H. Njaa Lu theran Pas tor

Holt Printing Company Grand Forks N.D
(in the public domain)
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The First Lay Witnesses in Norway

Lay ac tiv ity has played an out stand ing part in the
his tory of our peo ple. In the old Vi king Age, 800-1000
A. D., Christ was first con fessed among our peo ple by
the Chris tian pris on ers, whom our dread ful Vi king fa -
thers brought with them to Nor way. They were slaves
among our peo ple, but set free in Christ and the first
foot-steps of God were heard through them.

 Then come our three mis sion ary kings - Haakon the 
Good, from 935 to 961, who tried but failed. The spirit
of the devil proved too strong for him, nev er the less he
pre pared the ground. His pen i tent dy ing tes ti mony has
come ring ing down the cen tu ries - down to us. Olav
Trygvason made it his main aim to Christianize Nor way
for five years, 995-1000. He was king, and built the first
church among our peo ple in 996. It is still stand ing.
Then came King Olav Haraldson, or St. Olav, who be -
came the real founder of the Chris tian church among our 
peo ple, es pe cially through his death in 1030.

 King Olav the Peace ful, 1066-1093, did much for
Chris tian ity and was an as sis tant at church ser vices. His
grand son, Sigurd Magnuson Jorsalfarer, made a pil -
grim age to Je ru sa lem and in tro duced the tithe sys tem
among our peo ple. King Sverre was a priest-king, or a
real lay men’s pas tor, who took up the fight against the
high - church el e ments headed by the pope, for na tional
rea sons to be sure. He un der mined the power of the Ro -
man Cath o lic hi er ar chy in Nor way. He was placed un -
der the church ban by the pope. He died pray ing in
Bergen in 1202. He made the first and per haps the stron -
gest tem per ance speech in 1186 that per haps has ever
been made among our peo ple, end ing his many ar gu -
ments against li quor by say ing: “If you die in this sin,
how will it go with your soul?” 

 From the 25 to 30 mon as ter ies among our peo ple,
the Do min i can and Fransiscan monks be came our first
reg u lar lay-preach ers from about 1150 and on to ward
the Ref or ma tion. They stepped down to the peo ple; they 
vis ited the sick and the needy. They in structed the chil -
dren. The peo ple loved them. The most out stand ing of
all the preach ing monks was no doubt a Do min i can
called “Sorte-Jakob” or Black-Ja cob, who la bored in
and around Bergen from 1372 to 1407. Dr. Bang calls
him a “cry ing voice in the wil der ness.’’ Like Jo nah he
gave the peo ple of Bergen a cer tain sea son to re pent or
God’s pun ish ment would come.

 How did the Lu theran Ref or ma tion come to our
peo ple in 1537? Through a king, Chris tian III. He had
been con verted as a prince through Lu ther him self and
had re ally ap pro pri ated unto him self that “God is just

and the justifier of him who be liev eth in Je sus.” How -
ever, we know the Ref or ma tion be came very in com -
plete, though Bugenhagen, Lu ther’s friend, was there to
help. Pol i tics was at the bot tom of a good deal. The
church ser vices came to be half Ro man Cath o lic and
half evan gel i cal. Thus God’s peo ple have had a fight
against the old Cath o lic “hang overs” and cus toms to
this day. How ever, we placed the liv ing Bi ble among
our peo ple.

 Then came the liv ing piet ist ic re vival which broke
out in Ger many in 1669-1670 and con tin ued through
Spener, Francke and Zinzendorf . Now we got de vo -
tional meet ings in houses, prayer and tes ti mony meet -
ings in the Lu theran Church. Be sides we re ceived a
won der ful Chris tian lit er a ture in prose and song through 
men like Johan Arndt, Chris tian Scriver, Paul Gerhardt,
and a lit tle later H. A. Brorson and Erik Pontoppidan.
The preach ing and writ ing of these men are strong on re -
pen tance and con ver sion, strong on a liv ing per sonal ex -
pe ri ence and sep a ra tion from the world. Through two
kings, Fredrik IV, 1699-1730, and Chris tian VI,
1731-1746, the tes ti mo nies of these men and the won -
der ful trea sures of spir i tual lit er a ture found an open
door among our peo ple.

 But al ready in Brorson’s days (1694-1764) a strong 
dead or tho dox re ac tion and much fall ing away and ra -
tio nal ism came sweep ing over the coun try. The doors
were pretty much closed with strong en mity against liv -
ing Chris tian ity and the first at tempts of the lay-peo ple
to bear wit ness from 1706 and on. When God raised up
Hauge in 1796, our peo ple seemed to have got ten into
the power of dark ness com pletely. How ever, the won -
der ful piet ist ic lit er a ture that had been broad cast among
our peo ple staved off the very worst and pre pared the
ground in si lence for blessed spir i tual re viv als to come.

The Hauge Movement in America, Copyright ©1941
by the Hauge Innermission Federation

(Ed i tor: God through His word con stantly com -
mands His peo ple to look back and see how God gave
them vic tory in the past. As we watch Chris tian ity de -
cline in our cur rent cul ture, we need to look at scrip ture
and our his tory to de ter mine where we need to go. Jer e -
miah 6:16 Thus says the LORD: “Stand in the ways and
see, And ask for the old paths , where the good way is,
And walk in it; Then you will find rest for your souls.)



The Ongoing Revival
THE REVIVAL BEGINNING IN 1925

The spir i tual life in the com mu nity had ebbed out.
There were lights that con tin ued to burn; lay peo ple met
oc ca sion ally for prayer and med i ta tion. Among these
were Au gust Rokke and John Westlin. Some of the older
lead ers had passed away – Jens Vebjornson in Marsh
Grove and Ostgaard in West Val ley had long since passed 
to their re ward. But there were still those who were con -
verted in the re vival around the turn of the cen tury, who
were still pray ing. In our com mu nity there were few
Chris tian young peo ple. Af ter the First World War,
world li ness had en tered in. The re vival fire that had pro -
duced Bethesda con gre ga tion had waned. Au gust Rokke
once said, af ter the re vival had once more bro ken
through, “We had al most given up hope.”

Much has been writ ten about the his tory of re viv als.
Usually, the bur den is laid on some in di vid ual or fam ily,
such as in the time of Hans Niel sen Hauge and the Wes -
ley broth ers. The tra vail for souls may be gin in the heart
of a mother for her chil dren or a Sunday School teacher,
or pas tor. Be side the bur den still be ing borne by the older
Chris tians in the com mu nity, a spe cial bur den was laid on 
my brother, Wil liam. I will let him tell his own ex pe ri -
ence.

A TESTIMONY BY WILLIAM WINDAHL

From my ear li est child hood, I was con scious of the
in dwell ing of the Trin ity in my heart. The prayers we
were taught to pray at meal-time and be fore go ing to bed
to sleep at night filled me with the knowl edge and pres -
ence of Je sus.

Born on June 16, 1901, at Ellerth, Min ne sota, seven
miles west of Newfolden, we as chil dren were blest with
born-again, piet ist ic grand-par ents and par ents, who
brought us to the Lord in bap tism, to Sunday School, a
month-long pa ro chial school, church, prayer meet ings,
evan ge lis tic meet ings and, even tu ally, con fir ma tion.

As I grew older, I did not com mit my life openly or
pub licly to Christ, but tried to live a se cret Chris tian life. I 
had fel low ship with Je sus, but did not have as sur ance of
sal va tion, but con stantly prayed that God would con vert
me. 

In 1922, I left for Min ne ap o lis to study art at the Min -
ne ap o lis School of Art. One day, I went to a store to buy
an item for my art work. I ob served that the owner of the
store had a strong Nor we gian ac cent. He was friendly
and asked me what I was do ing in the city. He in vited me
to their Young Peo ple’s meet ing that com ing Sunday
night. I asked him what de nom i na tion his church be -

longed to and he in formed that it was the Nor we gian
Evan gel i cal Free Church. Surely this was God’s lead ing.
I at tended their ser vices and the sec ond time the be loved
Chris tians helped me to take an open stand for Christ. Af -
ter some months of spir i tual bat tle the Holy Spirit led me
to as sur ance of sal va tion based on His prom ises. My con -
ver sion was as rev o lu tion ary as if I had been the rob ber
on the cross. I ex pe ri enced an over whelm ing joy, peace
and love.

When I re turned home to Newfolden, the Free Evan -
gel i cal pas tor there had heard that I had been saved in
their Min ne ap o lis-lo cated church and de sired that I
should join their church. Be ing a strong Lu theran of the
Haugean spirit, I had no in cli na tion to change.

When I was saved, God gave me a tre men dous bur -
den for my un saved broth ers and sis ters and our home
com mu nity. We did not know of any con fess ing young
per son in our church. The old Chris tians in our Bethesda
con gre ga tion as well as in the Lu theran Free Church,
were still pray ing for re vival and an awak en ing.

Through a male cho rus that came to Newfolden and
sang in the Lu theran Free Church, led by Rev. John
Hjelmeland, I be came ac quainted with the Lu theran
Breth ren Synod with head quar ters and schools in Grand
Forks, North Da kota. The fol low ing year I was en rolled
as a stu dent there and joined their male cho rus, sing ing
first tenor. The di rec tor, Prof. Al fred Bridston, again ar -
ranged a tour in the Newfolden com mu nity, and in our
church. The day came when we started for Newfolden.
Pre vi ous to this I had had a dream in which I saw a fresh
mound a grave where one of my un saved rel a tives had
just been bur ied. As we rode along in the old bus, I was so 
bur dened for the un saved in our com mu nity that I lit er -
ally felt sick.

We sang in our home church, Bethesda, that eve ning, 
and I no ticed young peo ple, who were moved. We had no 
con cert planned for the next day, Fri day af ter noon, and
the church el ders asked if we could stay for an other ser -
vice, which we did. That af ter noon, we ex pe ri enced a
Heaven-sent awak en ing. The hearts of sev eral young
peo ple were stirred, con victed and yielded to God.
Those, who came that day, were two of my sis ters, Es ther
(Mrs. A.A. Pederson) and Flor ence (Mrs. Carl Haugen)
brother, Ar nold, and sis ter-in-law, Olga (Mrs. Ar thur
Windahl), and cousin, Wil liam Lein.

  This was a be gin ning of a re vival and awak en ing,
which broke out that sum mer and con tin ued in New -
folden, bring ing many souls to Christ.

 By Arnold Windahl
Compiled by Harvey Dyrud, July 1990
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What is the message of the Bible? 

Sev eral years ago, I had a con ver sa tion with a fam ily
mem ber. I was rid ing in a car with sev eral other peo ple,
and he made a com ment about the Bi ble. He did n’t think
we could re ally know for sure what the Bi ble says, and
doubted if I even knew.  In this car full of peo ple, the con -
ver sa tion quickly changed, and I never got a chance to re -
spond to him. Like I men tioned this was sev eral years
ago, and I was go ing through some old emails, and I ran
across this re sponse that I sent him. This is what I wrote. 

“No, I think I ac tu ally have a pretty good han dle on
the mes sage of the Bi ble. It is this, we are all sin ners. We
have all bro ken God’s laws. We have lied, and the Bi ble
says all li ars will have their part in the lake of fire. We
have all lusted, and Je sus said if you look with lust, you
have com mit ted adul tery of the heart. We have all been
un justly an gry with some one, we have called them a fool, 
a mo ron, we have flipped them off, and Je sus said if you
do that, you are a mur derer at heart. We have all sto len,
have wasted our em ploy ers’ time, we have down loaded
mu sic il le gally, we have bor rowed stuff and never re -
turned it, or we have out and out just taken some thing we
knew was n’t ours. We have not loved God with our
whole heart, we have not been sat is fied with what we
have, and we have cov eted what oth ers have. We have all
bro ken God’s laws, and we will stand be fore him and
give an ac count for our lives and we will be guilty, ev ery
one of us. And if God were to give us what we de serve,
we would be all sent to hell. God is a good judge, and
good judges up hold jus tice, he will pun ish law break ers.

But God is also lov ing and mer ci ful and he does n’t de -
sire any one to go to hell, so he has pro vided a way of es -
cape. Je sus Christ, Im man uel, God in hu man flesh came to
Earth, to live the life none of us could. He lived a per fect
life, kept ev ery com mand, and then suf fered ter ri bly at the
hands of man, and as if that was n’t enough God the Fa ther
poured out His wrath on His son while hang ing on the
cross. We sinned, but Je sus the Son of God, took our pun -
ish ment so that if we would re pent and put our trust to tally
in Him for our sal va tion, that God could de clare us not
guilty. We broke the law, and Christ paid our fine.

When we re pent and put our trust in Him, then He
can de clare us not guilty, but still up hold jus tice and righ -
teous ness and not vi o late His ho li ness. Then we live the
rest of our lives see ing Je sus as pre cious, be cause we un -
der stand what we have been saved from. We still bat tle
our flesh as long as we live, but as we read the scrip tures
we see and un der stand what God loves, we also see and
un der stand what grieves him. As we live our lives we al -
ways strive to please him, not in some le gal is tic sense

think ing that any thing we do or don’t do will save us, but
be cause we es teem the sac ri fice of the one who paid such
a high price to re deem us. This is the Scar let Thread that
runs cover to cover in our Bibles. That’s the mes sage of
the Bi ble. 

The church is not for the righ teous, but for sin ners
and those with per ver sions, (your words) men and
women like my self who have seen their sin and have fled
to Je sus for His in fi nite mercy. We then spend the rest of
our days bat tling our flesh and the devil un til we are glo -
ri fied with Him at our death. As Je sus said, “What does it
profit a grumpy old per son (your words) if he gain the
whole world and lose his soul?” 

Wayne Almlie

Ad vance With The Bi ble

In Christ there is a life to live, 

A life of joy and gladness.

He will His own the power give .

To conquer sin and sadness.

Now therefore let this truth be heard: 

Christ gives His power through His Word.

Advance! Advance with the Bible!

There is a foe for us to fight,

Satanic hosts of evil;

We dare not stand in our own might 

When we must face the devil.

We wield the Spirit’s mighty sword, 

Christ gives it to us by His Word.

Advance!  Advance with the Bible! 

There is a world for us to win 

Sunk deep in guilt and sorrow.

Christ bore the burden of its sin 

To make a glad tomorrow.

Be every soul to action stirred, 

That all mankind may hear His Word.

Advance! Advance with the Bible!

There is a city, from afar 

It beckons to us mortals.

Christ comes, the Bright, the Morning Star,

To lead us through its portals.

Thou King of Kings, of Lords the Lord,

Grant us Thy glory by Thy Word.

Advance! Advance with the Bible! 

Written by Samuel Miller in honor of LBI MPLS 20th

anniversary — The Bi ble Ban ner, Feb. 1939



To Come Is to Believe 

The faith which lays hold on Je sus arises in a feel ing
of mis ery over sin; oth er wise we are like those who imag -
ine they are whole and have no need of heal ing. This we
were taught as chil dren. 

 Chris tian ex pe ri ence agrees with this. 
 When the Holy Spirit through the Word of God re -

veals to us our sin and our ut ter help less ness, then we feel 
the need of the grace of Je sus and His aton ing blood. Not
be fore. 

Je sus is the be gin ner and fin isher of our faith. The ac -
cused and guilty are in vited to come to Him. And when
the soul ac cepts the in vi ta tion and co mes to Him—that is
the se cret of be liev ing. 

 To come is to be lieve. 
 And this is the pe cu liar thing about faith: it does not

look at it self—it sees Him only, Him only. 
 The true faith takes its ref uge in the grace of God; it

knows of no other rest ing-place. 
 One who seeks a rest ing-place for his faith in his

own heart or seeks grounds for com fort in his own con -
ver sion and god li ness, finds nei ther faith nor com fort.

 But when in your ut ter help less ness you look up to
Him Who bore your sins in His body and upon the tree,
then that look makes you glad. 

 They looked unto Him and their faces shone with
glad ness and their coun te nance was never cov ered with
the blush of shame. 

 A Firm Footing, Copyright, 1939 By Peder Fostervold, 
Willmar, Minnesota 

Posted with the permission of Peder’s son, the late
Rolf E. Fostervold, Viroqua, WI 

(Ed i tors Note: Peder Fostervold was the co-founder
of the Hauge Lu theran Innermission)

k  k  k  k  k  k  k  k  k  k

The Need to Receive Jesus
You know, so of ten, I em pha size the need to re ceive

Je sus. There’ll be those who will say, Pas tor, are you sure 
peo ple un der stand what you’re say ing? Be cause of that,
I’m go ing to share some thing right now. If you would lis -
ten to it, this is the way that you can find last ing peace.

First, you were born with a sin ful na ture, just that sin -
ful na ture alone has caused you to need a sav ior. But be -
cause of that sin ful na ture, you have also com mit ted
other sins. You have com mit ted sins in your thought life.
You have com mit ted sins with words you have spo ken.

You have com mit ted sins of ac tions, and you’ve com mit -
ted sins by not do ing what God wanted you to do, in ac -
tion can also be a sin.

 Be cause God is a holy God and can not ac cept sin,
He had to find a way to make a pay ment for your sins.  He 
had to find a pure righ teous sac ri fice that could stand in
your place be cause your sins de mand that you die. God
sent that sac ri fice in the form of His Son, Je sus Christ,
who was per fect, who was not born with a sin na ture. The 
Holy Spirit came upon the Vir gin Mary and Christ was
born with a pure na ture. Then he did not sin in thought or
word or deed. And he went to the cross. And there he was
sub sti tuted for you. He took your place on the cross, all of 
your sin and my sin, the sin of the world was laid upon
Him, and He paid the price for all the sins of all man kind,
past, pres ent and fu ture. He died a hor ri ble death and de -
scended into hell. But be cause he had not sinned, he was
raised from the dead. He then as cended into heaven, and
he’s com ing again for those who have rec og nized that
they need His for give ness. 

If you to day rec og nize that you have sinned in
thought, word and deed, and you would come be fore
God, in re pen tance in gen u ine godly sor row, with a de -
sire to be for given, and a de sire to for sake sin, He will
for give you. He wants you to be born again. He wants
you to ask Him into your heart, even as he stood be fore
the heart’s door in Rev e la tion 3:20 and said, “Be hold, I
stand at the door and knock if any one hears My voice and 
opens the door. I will come into him.

Dear friend, in the pew where you are sit ting, or at
the kitchen ta ble, or in your car lis ten ing to this broad -
cast, if you would, say Lord Je sus, I ask you to come into
my heart, be my Sav ior, be the Lord of my life. You will
be born again. 

It’s these who will have a last ing, eter nal life in
Heaven. It’s these! I pray to day that you would be one of
those that have come to Christ and have been born again.

Michael Brandt, Used with permission.  From a sermon 
preached in Sioux Falls, December 2006
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“My mind be came so ex alted that I was not my -
self aware, nor can I ex press, what took place in
my soul.  For I was be side my self.  As soon as I
came too my senses, I was filled with re gret that

I had not served this lov ingly tran scen dently good 
God.  Now it seemed to me that noth ing in this

world was wor thy of any re gret.”

Hans Nielsen Hauge (describing the time when
he found peace with God)
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Spirit and Power

Ludvig Hope was a Nor we gian
lay preacher, writer, teacher and
or ga nizer.  He was a pop u lar
preacher from the late 1890’s
and would gather up to 5,000 lis -
ten ers at his meet ings.  Dur ing
World War II, he was im pris -
oned at the Grini con cen tra tion
camp, af ter hav ing signed a pro test let ter to gether
with other church lead ers.

This book is filled with solid Biblical meat for those
who want to walk in depth with the Lord.  It is writ -
ten from a Lu theran piet ist ic perspective and con -
tains 40 chap ters of ex po si tion on dif fer ent as pects
of how God works to bring a lost sin ner to be saved
and then to fol low Je sus in the Power of the Holy
Spirit.  This is not ca sual read ing, but ear nest di rec -
tion for any one want ing to take up their cross and
fol low the Lord.  Sug gested Of fer ing:  $12.00

The Hauge Library
We have the fol low ing pub li ca tions avail able for
you.  They can be or dered us ing the en ve lope in the
cen ter.  Post age will be paid by an anonymous do nor.

Altar Steps

This daily devotional was
written by Pastor R.P. Haak -
onson  and was published in
1947.  It is suitable for families
with children.  It has il lus tra -
tions from daily life, and a
strong salvation emphasis. 
Suggested offering:  $8.00.

Mirror of the Heart

This book was pub lished in
1900 by an un known au thor.  It
con tains some very ear nest
med i ta tions and fer vent
prayers.  It also con tains ten
very graphic pic tures of the hu -
man heart.  In side the heart, the
devil is vi su al ized and also
seven an i mals rep re sent ing some of the most prev a -
lent sins found in the heart of the im pen i tent sin ner. 
These pic tures show how these an i mals as sins are
driven out of the heart when the sin ner is con verted
to God, but how they can re-en ter the heart if a per -
son falls away from grace.  One pic ture vi su al izes
the fear ful death of the un godly, and an other shows
the blessed death of the righ teous.  Sug gested Of fer -
ing:  $3.00.

Sinners in the Hands 
of an Angry God

Jon a than Ed wards preached this
re mark able ser mon at Enfield,
Conn. on July 8, 1741.  It was at
night while he was read ing it to a
large con gre ga tion, that the lights 
be came dim and he read with dif -
fi culty, and the in flu ence was so
great on the con gre ga tion that strong men and women
cried and screamed for mercy and even grabbed their
seats for fear they would slide into hell that very mo -
ment.  Sug gested Of fer ing:  $1.00.

Altar 
Steps 

Rev. R.P. Haakonson

SINNERSSINNERS
in the Hands

of an
ANGRY GOD

     Jon a than Ed wards


