
The Age of Rationalism 
“THE PATH OF THE DESTROYER”

he ac count of this hor ri ble age when the church of
God sank down to the very low est level since the
dark Mid dle Ages, is an age, when not only the
world but the so-called Chris tian church al lied it -

self with hell.
The cry of “ra tio” or rea son as the great guid ing line

now went up from all over.  This new age, an age of rea -
son; a new the ol ogy, a the ol ogy of rea son; a new in ter pre -
ta tion of the Bi ble, hu man rea son, the in ter preter; a new
God, rea son.  

We shall men tion as briefly as pos si ble a few of those 
who in each of the main coun tries fol lowed the path of
the de stroyer and drew many af ter them.  They proved
that the car nal mind and the car nal rea son is en mity
against God.

IN Eng land and Scot land, Da vid Hume, (1711 – 76),
an in tel lec tual gi ant, spec u lated and rea soned him self far
away from the liv ing God.  He wrote a book that is still
pop u lar among mod ern ists, named “Nat u ral Re li gion”
with hu man rea son as its guid ing prin ci ple.  He re jected
the mir a cles of the Bi ble.  He went fur ther and fur ther in
the path of de struc tion till he ended up prac ti cally as a
mis er a ble athe ist “with out God and with out hope.”  On
his death-bed as he was sink ing down into eter nal night
he trem bled so much that the woman who took care of
him de clared: “I hope to God I shall never wit ness such
an aw ful death-bed scene.”  GOD IS NOT MOCKED!

Thomas Paine (1737 – 1808) spewed his poi son out
over three coun tries, Eng land, France and the United
States.  Since he helped the move ment for Amer i can in -
de pend ence, he is con sid ered a great man by many

United States his to ri ans.  But his in fi del writ ings, es pe -
cially his “Age of Rea son,” has led and is still lead ing
many peo ple to hell.  He also lived a most mis er a ble  im -
moral life es pe cially to ward the end.  “Dy ing Tes ti mo -
nies” says about his death-bed: “His cries when left alone 
were heart- rend ing.  He would scream as if in ter ror and
ag ony.  “It is hell to be alone,” he said.  Then again he
would call Chris tian ity a tis sue of lies and Je sus Christ an 
im pos ter.  The fi nal words he ut tered as he was sink ing
down into eter nal dark ness were: “My God, my God
why hast thou for saken me?”

VOICES IN THE WILDERNESS 

Dur ing this dread ful pe riod of Ra tio nal ism… God
had some watch men here and there who cried out in the
dread ful dark ness, “Watch man, what of the night?” Is.
21:11.

To be sure, the ra tio nal is tic preach ers and teach ers
had no use for for eign mis sion.  Tol er ance was one their
watch words, but they were most in tol er ant when it came
to re vival and spir i tual life and lay activity.

Eng land and the United States got out of this hor ri ble 
pe riod the eas i est, for God sent them Wes ley and
Whitefield and many other won der ful men of God, so we
had gra cious re viv als that kept the devil at bay.  This
won der ful re vival in Eng land over-flowed into the new
daugh ter na tion in Amer ica where we had that blessed
man of God, Jon a than Ed wards.  Then, too, Whitefield
made his even trips and died here among us and waves of
spir i tual life kept roll ing…  So the devil, ra tio nal ism and
mod ern ism, though strong, was largely kept at bay in the
English speaking countries.

But in France, Ger many and Scan di na via the devil
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prac ti cally had his own way,
in the theo log i cal sem i nary,
in the church and in the pul -
pit as well as in the pew.  Still 
even in these coun tries we
had some pro test ing voices,
a few true watch men on the
walls of ion who cried out
into the night.

“In speak ing straight
out, I dare say that Chris tian -
ity has never fallen so low as
it is now.  The walls of Zion
have never been in so ru ined
a con di tion as they are to day.  
The king dom of Sa tan has
never been so flour ish ing as
it is now.  True con ver sions
have never been so few; faith 
and love have never been so
hard to find; God and His
Word have never been so
mocked and sneered at, and
the preach ing of the true
Gos pel has never been so
hard as in this century.”

This, no doubt, is a true
de scrip tion.  It might even fit 
our con di tion in …

Excerpts taken from
Innermission Church

History, By P. Ljostveit,
Published by Hauge

Lutheran Innermission
Federation.
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Keep Smiling!
I have a friend who
ends his phone calls
with the advice and
encouragement to

“keep smiling.”  Isn’t it 
interesting that every

time he says it, I smile?

Selected



Thou Art My Strength

“Pull me out of the net that they have laid
privily for me; for Thou art my strength”

Psalm 31:4

OUR spir i tual foes are of the ser pent’s brood, and
seek to en snare us by sub tlety.  The prayer be fore us sup -
poses the pos si bil ity of the be liever be ing caught like a
bird.  So deftly does the fowler do his work, that sim ple
ones are soon sur rounded by the net.  The text asks that
even out of Sa tan’s meshes the cap tive one may be de liv -
ered; this is a proper pe ti tion, and one which can be
granted: from be tween the jaws of the lion, and out of the
belly of hell, can eter nal love res cue the saint.  It may
need a sharp pull to save a soul from the net of temp ta -
tions, and a mighty pull to ex tri cate a man from the snares 
of ma li cious cun ning, but the Lord is equal to ev ery
emer gency, and the most skill fully placed nets of the
hunter shall never be able to hold His cho sen ones.  Woe
unto those who are so clever at net lay ing; they who
tempt oth ers shall be destroyed themselves.   

“For Thou art my strength.”  What an in ex press ible
sweet ness is to be found in these few words!  How joy -
fully may we en coun ter toils, and how cheer fully may we 
en dure suf fer ings, when we can lay hold upon ce les tial
strength.  Di vine power will rend asun der all the toils of
our en e mies, con found their pol i tics, and frus trate their
knav ish tricks; he is a happy man who has such match less 
might en gaged upon his side.  Our own strength would be 
of lit tle ser vice when em bar rassed in the nets of base cun -
ning, but the Lord’s strength is ever avail able; we have
but to in voke it, and we shall find it near at hand.  If by
faith we are de pend ing alone upon the strength of the
mighty God of Is rael, we may use our holy re li ance as a
plea in supplication.

“Lord, ev er more Thy face we seek: 
Tempted we are, and poor, and weak;
Keep us with lowly hearts, and meek.
Let us not fall.  Let us not fall.”

Morning & Evening, by Charles Spurgeon, © 1991
Hendrickson Publishers, Inc. 

Ed i tor’s Note:   “There fore let him who thinks he
stand take heed lest he fall.  No temp ta tion has over taken
you ex cept such as is com mon to man; but God is faith ful, 
who will not al low you to be tempted be yond what you
are able, but with the temp ta tion will also make the way
of es cape, that you may be able to bear it.”(1 Cor.
10:12-13)  See also Rev. 12:7-12.

Lutheran Prayer Circle of Joliet, IL.

(In for ma tion by Mrs. Ole Erickson – Many years ago!)

These friends are few, yet they have not de nied His
name and they have kept His Word.  Old Lydia in Acts 16
was one of the lead ers of a prayer cir cle that the world
paid no at ten tion to – out by the riverside.

The pres ent Prayer Cir cle in Joliet was started about
1925.  The mem bers were 5 or 6 to be gin with:… When
they come to gether they pray and sing God’s praises and
give of their means to God’s work.  In 1940 they sent $31
to the evan ge lis tic work of the Hauge Fed er a tion.

The friends have ex pe ri enced that God has been true
to His prom ises that, where there are two or three gath -
ered in His name, there He is in the midst of them.  God
grant them spe cial grace to carry on, like the widow who
came again and again to the un just judge.  She ob tained
her rights at last.  Shall God an swer the prayers of His
chil dren who cry to Him day and night?—But when He
re turns, shall faith be found on earth?—May—God en -
cour age …  But we cer tainly need the help of Aaron and
Hur to hold our hands up in these last dark days.  It would
be won der ful if Je sus, when He re turns, should find us at
a prayer meet ing.

Selected

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Slumbering Potential 
While rum mag ing through some seem ingly worth -

less things in his at tic, an Eng lish man found a small blue
and white por ce lain vase.  Reck on ing it of lit tle worth, he
put it in a box in the trunk of his car.  

When the vase was sold at an auc tion, it brought the
fan tas tic sum of $324,000.  It was a per fect spec i men of
the fif teenth-cen tury Ming dy nasty of China.   

Great po ten tial of ten slum bers in the souls of seem -
ingly worth less ones un til

Touched by a lov ing heart, 
Wak ened by kind ness, 
Chords that are bro ken
Will vi brate once more!

            Fanny J. Crosby 
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Playboy founder Hugh Hefner died on
September 27, 2017.  He stated that he
wanted to leave a legacy of unbridled

sexuality upon society.  I wonder what he
thinks of his legacy now?
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Henry (Henrik) Oftedahl 
By Peder Fostervold

As old brother Oftedahl is at this writ ing 92, and
Peder Fostervold has left quite a bi og ra phy, I shall pick
out a lit tle from it: 

Henry Oftedahl was born in Bakke par ish near
Flekkefjord, July 2, 1849, and was con verted to God
about 1875.  He found as sur ance a lit tle later as he read in
a de vo tional book:

“When you sur ren der in a child-like way to Je sus, He 
will carry you through all strug gles.” This set him free. 
Henry’s fa ther had been a Chris tian teacher who had held
meet ings in the houses.  Now Henry was led by the Spirit
to fol low in the same steps.  He came to Amer ica in 1886.

Oftedahl con tin ued to bear wit ness in this coun try. 
Many came to the meet ings in the ear lier days, and sin -
ners, not a few, have been con verted through the tes ti mo -
nies of Henry Oftedahl.  He has been a strong fac tor in all
in de pend ent lay men’s work.   

Oftedahl and the friends built a large cha pel or prayer 
house in Viroqua some years ago.  This un der tak ing has
been much crit i cized.  Brother Oftedahl is now too old to
take any ac tive part.  May the breth ren not grow tired in
well-do ing over there.  The chief of all good works is to
lead sin ners to Je sus and to keep the holy flame alive in
God’s peo ple.

Peder Fostervold has left a brief re cord of a meet ing
in Viroqua dated No vem ber 28, 1939, where he writes:

“Even Mark ing led and en cour aged the friends to
start the work up again.  Peder Fostervold en cour aged the 
breth ren to con tinue.  So did G. Vikemyr, Jo seph
Erickson, Ja cob Sovde, Tom Ostrem, Theo. Hanson, and
P. Eitland.  They de cided to start the meet ings and the
work up again.”

This is now a voice from the grave, a voice from eter -
nity, to en cour age the breth ren around … to toil on to
keep on do ing the works of the Mas ter, for the night is
com ing when no man can work.

The Hauge Movement in America, Published by the
Hauge Lutheran Innermisson Federation, 1941

Per sonal Ed i tor’s Note: This was my great grand fa -
ther, a per son I do not re call ever meet ing in per son, as I
was a very, very young child when he went HOME to be
eter nally with JESUS!  Thank God for such God-fear ing
men and women.  There are NO grand chil dren, or great
grandchildren in the FAMILY OF GOD, only sons and
daugh ters!  There is only One door of en trance IN TO
THE Blessed Lit tle Flock that Je sus Calls His Own.
Which side of this door are YOU on?  John 10:1-10.

The Legacy of the Pilgrims 

Dearly beloved, I implore you as aliens and
refugees, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war 

against the soul. 1 Peter 2:11.

Thanksgiving is a uniquely Amer i can hol i day.  Its
or i gins go back to the Pil grims, who first gath ered se -
cretly in 1606 in Scrooby, Eng land, when it was for bid -
den to read the Bi ble in pub lic.  When they formed their
se cret church, they made a cov e nant with each other. 
Four teen years later, in 1620, that spir i tual cov e nant was 
ech oed in in a po lit i cal cov e nant, the Mayflower
Compact.

His to ri ans agree that the May flower Com pact
served as the cor ner stone of our Con sti tu tion.  This
char ter for self-gov ern ment was es sen tially the first
com pact be tween peo ple and God to form a na tion in
three thou sand years, since the Is ra el ites de manded a
king!  In the May flower Com pact, the Pil grims de clared
their pur pose:”… hav ing un der taken a voy age for the
glory of God and the ad vance ment of the Christian
faith…”

Dur ing their first years in Amer ica, the Pil grims
strug gled to sur vive, in great part be cause of their com -
mu nis tic (Ed. ‘So cial ism”??) econ omy.  About half of
them died; the rest neared star va tion.  Later, as the Pil -
grims turned to a sys tem of free en ter prise, God blessed
them with a tre men dous bounty.  On the thanksgiving
days in their boun ti ful times, the Pil grims put five grains 
of corn on their plates to re mind them of the time five
ker nels of corn was each per son’s daily ra tion.  But in
both good times and in bad, the Pil grims cel e brated days 
of thanksgiving.

Let us, too, give thanks to the Lord, in good times
and in bad, for He is good.

“By the time har vest was come, and in stead of fam -
ine, now God gave them plenty and ye face of things
was changed to ye rejoyceing of ye harts of many, for
which they blessed God, so as any gen eral want or fam -
ine hath not been amongst them since to this day.”

        Gen eral Wil liam Brad ford 

New Every Morning, by D. James Kennedy and Jerry
Newcombe, © 2016 D. James Kennedy Ministries.
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Tai lor Made!
“Fi nally, my breth ren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.  Put on the
whole ar mor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles (meth ods) of the

devil….” 
(Ephe sians 6:10-20)

Ev ery true child of God knows that we have a
three-fold en emy in this earthly-jour ney un til faith be -
comes sight in that Eter nal City whose Maker and
Founder is GOD!  Not one of these three-fold en emies
ever give up un til you take your last breath of ox y gen. 
BUT the ‘arch-en emy’ is Sa tan who is a very wise
schemer in fight ing the ‘bat tle’ and spe cial izes in his
great est am bi tion at our weak est point(s) in life here
on earth.  He is the ‘mas ter of de cep tion’ and co mes in
sheep’s cloth ing, an an gel of light and as a roar ing
lion.  This Spir i tual BATTLE is very se ri ous.  No one
can fight this bat tle for you; ex cept the Holy Spirit
who dwells within you as a child of God.   

THUS GOD makes each ‘ar mour’ tai lor made.  As an
ex am ple from God’s Eter nal Word, the Shep herd boy,
Da vid, likely as a teen ager, was will ing to bat tle the gi -
ant Go li ath.  King Saul, well in tended, wanted this
shep herd boy to wear his ar mour (that was the best
king Saul could of fer) in this per sonal bat tle against
the en emy.  But Da vid found that it did n’t FIT him per -
son ally.

As al ready men tioned, this bat tle is very se ri ous as
God’s Word informs us that we must count Sa tan as a
real per son (re al ity), who burns in an ger be cause he lost 
the bat tle against Christ and who will stop at noth ing in
or der to de stroy the child of God.  He is the fa ther of lies 
and uses all pos si ble mans to cause God’s peo ple to fall.  
As an an gel of light and a wolf in sheep-skin, he per -
forms the two fold de cep tion found in II Tim o thy
3:10-17. (See also Mat thew 24:4-14, 24).

There may be a few read ers of the Morn ing Glory who
think that Sa tan is an idea that sim ple-minded Chris -
tians have con ceived, but you just choose Christ and
the Cross and daily take up your cross and fol low
JESUS and you will learn that Sa tan is very real.

NO one who is dressed in his or her own righ teous ness 
be can vic to ri ous over Sa tan, the world or his own
righ teous ness.

ACTUALLY, in this given text, the “bat tle” is so in -
tense that it is likely hand-to-hand mil i tary-style with
the bay o nets sharp enough to shave with.  The out -

come will ei ther be Eter nal Life or eter nal death.  Spir -
i tual cour age and strength are very nec es sary for our
spir i tual war fare.  We have no suf fi cient strength of
our own.  All our suf fi ciency is of God.  

Thus this ‘Tailor-made’ ar mor is pro vide by God; but
WE must put it on!

Let us take a closer look – piece by piece – at the per -
fect ‘Tai lor-made’ whole ar mor pro vided by GOD .

1. “Waist with truth” TRUTH is our gir dle.  This is the
strength of our loins and it girds all other pieces of the
‘ar mor’.

2. “Put on the breast plate of righ teous ness” The righ -
teous ness of Christ trans planted in our heart is the
breast-plate to for tify the heart against the at tacks of
Sa tan against us.

3. “Feet shod with the prep a ra tion of the gos pel of
peace” OH ‘feet shod’!  This is not di a log with the en -
emy nor com pro mis ing with the en emy, but be ing a
‘mid-wife’ and bring ing the lost sin ner to peace with
God!  BLESSED ARE the peace-mak ers. Mat thew 5:9.

4. “Above all, tak ing the shield of faith.” A Liv ing
faith is like a sort of uni ver sal de fense:.  The
breast-plate se cures the vi tals.

5. “Hel met of sal va tion.” Sal va tion means de liv er ance 
and with out this HOPE, you are among the most mis -
er a ble peo ple on earth!  Noth ing else re ally sat is fies! 
This hope is not a chance, but a trust in what JESUS
did – THE BLOOD ATONEMENT!  He brews 13:8, 1 
John 2:1-2 – which in cludes you and me per son ally!

6. “Sword of the Spirit… the Word of God”

IF you are at the front lines of the bat tle-field where
God in tends you and me to be; you sense that seem -
ingly Sa tan knows his ‘time’ is now short be fore he
will be thrown into the eter nal abyss with his host of
fallen/sin ful an gels.  IF you are not at the ‘bat -
tle-front’, Mar tin Lu ther states you are like a ‘weather- 
vane’!  To day if seems that Sa tan is work ing over time!

We are to be shar ing, in love, both the Law and the
Gos pel to sin ner and saint!  God’s WORD is like a
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God Knows
God not only knows what is go ing on in your life

right now, but He knew all about you even be fore you
were born.  In fact, He gave you life and put you on this
earth.  You are not here by ac ci dent; you are here by His
de sign!

The same is true of ev ery hu man be ing; ev ery per -
son on this earth (even those not yet born) is im por tant
in the eyes of God.  Don’t ever scorn some one be cause
they are dif fer ent from you, or ig nore them when they
suf fer.  God calls them valu able – so valu able that His
Son gave life for them.

Be fore I formed you in the womb I knew you, be -
fore you were born I set you apart; I ap pointed you as a 
prophet to the na tions.  Jer e miah 1:5

Ul ti mately our lives are in God’s hands; even the
next breath you take is a gift from Him.  If He were to
with draw His hand from you, your life would end – de -
spite the most stren u ous ef fort of your doc tors.

What dif fer ence should this make?  First, it should
re mind us of our de pend ence on God.  All too of ten we
as sume that our lives and our fu tures are in our hands. 
But they aren’t – they are in His hands.

But this should also re mind us that each day is a gift
from God – a gift to be used wisely, joy fully, and for His
glory.  

No man has power over the wind to con tain it; so
no one has power over the day of his death.

Ec cle si as tes 8:8.
                                               Se lected

Ed i tor’s Note: ACTUALLY the amount of our
earthly jour ney is in the Palm of His Hand!   Each one of
us has the priv i lege, choice and re spon si bil ity of what
we do with the gift of life – our own per sonal lives!

SERIOUSLY, each per son is ei ther liv ing to
please GOD or to please self.  You and I (and each
per son) cannot do BOTH!  Which of these are YOU
seek ing to please?  OF course, we cannot work or earn
our Sal va tion! Ti tus 3:5.   

‘bay o net’ (Sword) with very sharp edges and pow er ful 
as it cuts both ways (brings con vic tion).  As you ap ply
it – The Word cuts within your self and in oth ers that
you share it with.  IT IS THE ONLY PIECE OF THE
TAILOR-MADE ARMOR YOU NEED – it is to be
used as the ONE and only of fen sive weapon you need.  
Onward Chris tian Sol diers!  Bat tles are won on
OFFENSE!  Burn the ‘bridges’ be hind you and move
for ward as there is NO cov er ing for the back.  There is
no re treat!  IF at some point in our lives we rely on our -
selves, we will be de feated. 

The Apos tle Paul asks for prayer, not in or der to share
his mes sage, but God’s Mes sage! 

7. “Pray ing al ways” Sat u rated with PRAYER for
your self and for fel low Sol diers of the CROSS!

 Most cer tainly please in clude us of the Morn ing Glory 
and the Hauge Lu theran Innermisison Fed er a tion in
spe cific Prayer – Thank you!  The REASON is found
in verses 18-20.

PRAYER MUST BUCKLE ON ALL THE OTHER
PARTS OF OUR CHRISTIAN ARMOR!

By the GRACE and Pro vi sion of God ALMIGHTY,
we make No Apol o gies for the Old Time Chris tian ity
and seek to prac tice the same. 

AS AMBASSADORS!

Sa tan our arch-en emy likes to ha rass, nag, drive, etc.,
which the Holy Spirit will use when He con victs of
SIN and then points us to and draws us to the Cru ci fied 
and Risen ONE – in whose BLOOD a re pen tant sin -
ner re ceives the for give ness of all their SIN.  At the
foot of Cal vary we re ceive the steel breast plate that no
dart of Sa tan can pen e trate.

Likely when the Apos tle Paul was close to the end of
his earthly jour ney, he stated:  “I have fought the good 
fight, I have fin ished the race, I have kept the faith. 
Fi nally, there is laid up for me the crown of righ -
teous ness, which the Lord, the righ teous Judge, will
give to me on that Day, and not to me only, but also to
all who have loved His ap pear ing.” II Tim o thy 4:7-8.  
This tells us that Paul was one of those who not only
had to bat tle in faith, but also for his faith.  

How won der ful it is to have a faith that sees land, has a 
rest and sees HOME and the Eter nal day!  A liv ing
faith can make one re joice that he soon will be com -
pletely VICTORIOUS!

A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD!

It will be worth it all!

What a Day that will be, when My Je sus I shall see,
When I look upon His face the One

Who saved Me by His GRACE



Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

Atheists Angry That White House Staff
Conduct Regular Bible Studies

Athe ists are up set that Pres i dent Trump’s staff is hav -
ing reg u lar Bi ble stud ies in the White House…

Washingntontime.com (Au gust 3, 2017) re ports that
“for months sec u lar or ga ni za tions say they have un suc -
cess fully lob bied the pres i dent to make an ef fort to reach
out to Amer ica’s non re li gious community.  

“Now, rev e la tions of a weekly Bi ble study group in
the Trump White House, reg u larly at tended by
high-rank ing Cab i net mem bers, has free think ers up in
arms.  The Free dom From Re li gion Foun da tion is call ing
the Bi ble study group dis turb ing, scary and maybe even
an il le gal use of taxpayer funds…

“At tor ney Gen eral Jeff Ses sions, Ed u ca tion Sec re -
tary Betsy DeVos, En ergy Sec re tary Rick Perry, Ag ri cul -
ture Sec re tary Sonny Perdue and CIA Di rec tor Mike
Pompeo are re port edly among the reg u lars at the White
House group.”

The athe ists want Pres i dent Trump to stop the re li -
gious meet ing in or der to “rep re sent all Amer i can.”…

“Roy Speckhardt, ex ec u tive di rec tor of the Amer i -
can Hu man ist As so ci a tion, said the pres i dent has an ‘ob -
li ga tion to rep re sent all American.’”

Not all Amer i cans are athe ists!  The pres i dent is a
per son too.  His staff is made up of peo ple.  They have
rights too.  These athe ists need to get a real life and quit
try ing to run ours.  They cer tainly don’t speak for us
when they cry out for a world free from God.    

RETURN AMERICA, Dr. Ron Baity.

California Voted to Go Easy on
Criminals – This Is How Crime Is Doing 

In 2014 the vot ers of Cal i for nia went to the polls and
ap proved a prop o si tion that would ease the over pop u la -
tion in jails and pris ons by loos en ing law en force ment
stan dards on crime.  They were told this would have lit tle
ef fect on crime it self.  That’s not what happened.

Three years later, some lo cal law en force ment of fi -
cials are blam ing Prop o si tion 47 for a dras tic in crease in
crime in Cal i for nia.  Ac cord ing to KTTV-TV, ar rests are
down 30 per cent since the new law, but vi o lent crime is
up an in cred i ble 40 per cent in Los Angeles…

Riv er side po lice ser geant Sean Brown blamed the
change in the law for the in crease in crime. 

Carlos Garcia, theblaze.com

Ed i tor’s Note:  Here in the USA we ad here to the fact
that peo ple are “In no cent un til proven guilty”!  BUT no -
tice what God’s Eter nal Word also states: “Be cause the
sen tence against all evil work is not ex e cuted speed ily,
there fore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them 
to do evil.”  Ec cle si as tes 8:11.  As usual please prayer -
fully read Ezra 7:25-28.

** Sen ate For eign Re la tions Com mit tee be gan hear -
ings (July 12, 2017) on S.474, known as the Tay lor  Force 
Act, which will defund the Pal es tin ian Au thor ity (PA)
un til they cease and de nounce their “Pay to Slay” pol icy,
which re wards ter ror ists and their fam i lies for acts
against Is rael and the United States.  Lib erty Coun sel and 
Chris tians in De fense of Is rael had been in stru men tal in
en cour ag ing leg is la tors to hold this hear ing.

Liberty Counsel 

** A sa tanic mon u ment is be ing in stalled on pub lic
prop erty – a vet er ans’ me mo rial park in Belle Plaine,
Min ne sota – for the first time in U.S. his tory…The Sa -
tanic Temple’s mon u ment – a black cube adorned with
pen ta grams and an up turned hel met is slated to go up in
Vet er ans Me mo rial Park in Belle Plaine, Min ne sota…
The city is al low ing the sa tanic mon u ment af ter a re li -
gious free dom group threat ened to sue in or der to get a
mon u ment in stalled in the park – one that fea tures a sol -
dier on a knee ap pear ing to be pray ing over a grave
marked with a cross.

Dave Urbanski, (theblaze.com).
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The most CRITICAL NEED of the
church at the Moment is Men, bold 
Men, free Men.  The church must

seek, in Prayer and much humility,
the coming again of Men Made of
the stuff of which Prophets and

Martyrs are made.

A. W. Tozer 
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Spiritual Drowsiness 
And Carnal Security

Con tin ued from last is sue of the Morn ing Glory 

Here are a few il lus tra tions: A God-fear ing wife one 
morn ing said to her hus band: “I never hear you speak of
Je sus as you used to do in the early days of your con ver -
sion.  Nor do you ever re gret your short com ings.  Nor do 
you read the Bi ble.  How is it with your soul?  Do you
never pray to God?”  The hus band’s face flushed.  He
turned abruptly to his wife and said: “Please do not trou -
ble your self about my soul, my dear.”  He walked away,
hum ming a friv o lous song.  Such is the way of car nal se -
cu rity.  He re pulsed his Chris tian wife’s con cern for his
sal va tion, though he was slip ping far ther and far ther
away from God.  He was fast join ing the care less crowd
of whom the apos tle said: “There is no fear of God be -
fore their eyes.” 

Here is an other ex am ple: A young man, who had
been away from his home com mu nity a long time, was
awak ened and be came a sin cere Chris tian.  He re turned
to his home and talked with his broth ers and sis ters re -
gard ing their spir i tual con di tion.  He talked with his sis -
ter con cern ing the ne ces sity of the new birth.  He quoted 
the words of the Lord to Nicodemus; “Ex cept a man be
born again, he can not see the King dom of God” (John
3:3).  He asked her: “Do you know in your heart that you 
have been born again?”  She avoided a di rect an swer
and side tracked the ques tion.  An el der brother was very 
re li gious and gen er ally re garded as a Chris tian man. 
When among Christian peo ple, he was pi ous and unc tu -
ous.  When among the worldly at so cial func tions, he
had a way of con form ing smoothly with their ways and
customs.  

One day the youn ger brother said to the older,
“Brother, I am afraid that you are lead ing many in no cent 
souls astray.  Among Chris tians you are re garded as a
true be liever, and among worldly peo ple you are as
worldly as any of them.  I would ad vise you to give us
the name of Christian, de clare war on the be liev ers, and
con duct your self con sis tently as a man of the world. 
Then you would de ceive no body, and no body would be
led astray by your du plic ity.  The Bi ble says, ”Come ye
out from among them, and be ye sep a rate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the un clean thing, and I will re ceive
you, and will be a Fa ther to  you, and ye shall be my sons 
and daugh ters, saith the Lord Al mighty” (2 Co rin thi ans
6:17-18).  We also read: “Be ye not un equally yoked to -
gether with un be liev ers: for what fellowship hath righ -
teous ness with un righ teous ness?  And what com mu nion
hath light with dark ness?  And what con cord hath

Christ with Belial?  Or what part hath he that be liev eth
with an in fi del?” (2 Co rin thi ans 6:14-15).  Again:
“Know ye not that the friend ship of the world is en mity
with God?  Who so ever, there fore, will be a friend of the
world is the en emy of God” (James 4:4).  

The el der brother was some what of fended, and said
that he un der stood these Scrip ture pas sages in a dif fer -
ent sense.  He main tained that they re ferred only to the
in ner soul-life of a man  The youn ger brother now asked
him if he had not by his dou ble life en cour aged the un -
godly in their world li ness, while at the same time he had 
caused of fense among all true Chris tians.  Again there
was the same eva sion of the real is sue, pre cisely as in the 
case of the sis ter.  The re li gious el der brother re peated
that he re vered God’s Word most highly, but placed a
dif fer ent con struc tion upon the pas sages which the
youn ger man had cited.  “There is no fear of God be fore
their eyes,”  thought the young man, as he sadly walked
away.  His con clu sion was, that the mis in ter pre ta tion of
God’s Word is to be as cribed not so much to any lack of
in tel lec tual com pre hen sion as to an unwillingness to
obey the Word.  

There are num ber less ex am ples of such hard ness of
heart.  Per haps the most strik ing one is that of Ju das
Iscariot.  He was one of Je sus’ dis ci ples, one of the
Twelve, one of whom the Lord might say He said to Da -
vid: “Yea, mine own fa mil iar friend, in whom I trusted,
which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against 
me” (Psalm 41:9).  Ju das’s hard ness of heart be gan by
his grad u ally ha bit u at ing him self to sin, “be cause he
was a thief and had the bag” (Luke 12:6).  Judg ing by
all the cir cum stances, his thiev ing was car ried on very
cau tiously, grad u ally in creas ing as time passed on and
op por tu nity of fered.  As in the case of the or di nary sin -
ner, and es pe cially in the case of a Chris tian, the ret ro -
gres sion usu ally be gins with a mi nor sin be fore he is
able to com mit the grosser sins.  So also with Ju das.  He
had for three years had the best of op por tu nity to wit ness 
the fact that what ever Je sus fore told would most cer -
tainly come to pass.  And yet we see him so hard ened in
his wicked pur pose that he must hear these aw ful words
ad dressed to him par tic u larly: “Woe unto that man by
whom the Son of Man is be trayed.  It had been good for
that man if he had not been born” (Matthew 26:24).  

We mar vel that Ju das could hear these aw ful words
with out fall ing to the earth dead.  But he was quite ca pa -
ble of hear ing them with out fear, with out al ter ing his
bloody res o lu tion.  He was hardy enough to greet his
Mas ter with a kiss at the mo ment when the dep u ties laid
hands upon His sa cred body.  When the heart is hard -
ened, nei ther rea son nor in tel li gence avails.  With see ing 
eyes, Ju das could yet not see.  With all his knowl edge of



Je sus, with ev ery op por tu nity for re pen tance and res to ra -
tion, yea, with see ing eyes wide open, he walked with
firm steps to his eter nal doom – he went “to his own
place”  (Acts 1:25).  What he lacked was a watch ful and
God-fear ing heart.  There is a word spo ken by the Holy
Spirit, which ev ery one who has heard the Gos pel should
keep in mind: “Woe also to them when I de part from
them” (Hosea 9:12).  

Lu ther says: “He who fears not him self has the great -
est rea son to fear.”  Not to fear one self; not to sus pect
one self; to live in se cret sin not re gard ing it as per il ous; to 
be con tent with one’s own pi ety – these are some of the
signs of hid den spir i tual death, the pre lude to eter nal mis -
ery.  It is pre cisely an ex cel lent mark of live Chris tians
that they have the spirit of fear.  They fear even when
there is no dan ger.  They sus pect them selves.  They are
afraid of de ceiv ing them selves.  They are dis sat is fied
with them selves.  Re al iz ing that they are drowsy and for -
get ful Chris tians, they are fear ful on that ac count.

To be con tin ued in the next is sue of the Morn ing Glory.

A Faithful Guide to Peace with God, by C. O.
Rosenius, Augsburg Publishing House, Copyright

1923, Per mis sion Granted

He that overcometh, I will make him a
pil lar in the tem ple of my God, and he

shall go out thence no more.  
Rev e la tion 3:12

PILLARS are a sup port ing power.  They hold a
house to gether and make it strong.  They are also used to
or na ment an ed i fice.  

In our Word to day Je sus says that He will make of
him that overcometh a pil lar in the tem ple of His God. 
This surely is not only a prom ise that he that over comes
shall have a place of honor in the tem ple at home with
God: but here and now in the tem ple of God on earth the
con quer ing Chris tian shall be per mit ted to be a pil lar. 
The peo ple of God are God’s tem ple.  “Know ye not that
ye are a tem ple of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you?”  

And if there is any place that the tem ple of God needs 
sup port ing power it is here on earth.  If God’s build ing
among us is to stand and be in tact, it must be up held by
vic to ri ous Chris tians.

And God be praised, we have them among us yet. 
From year to year, for many of them through their whole
lives, they are sup port ers in prayer and re spon si bil ity and 

work, though of ten they get only hos tile crit i cism and in -
grat i tude as re wards.  In some places many friends carry
the load to gether, in other places just a few, and oc ca sion -
ally only one.  

Let us ap pre ci ate the pil lars God has given us, and let 
us pray that the King dom of God in our midst may al -
ways have such Chris tians.  Then those who fol low us
will also suc ceed.

And you who are a bearer now, hear what God says
to you, and re joice at what awaits you at home with God!

To Thee, Thou bleed ing Lamb, I all things owe;
All that I have and am, and all I know, 
All that I have is now no lon ger mine, 
And I am not mine own; —Lord, I am Thine.

Thy Kingdom Come, by Ludvig Hope, Copyright ©
1939, Augsburg Publishing House, Permission                                                             

Granted

Ed i tor’s Note:  No doubt you can tell that Mr. Ludvig 
Hope was a staunch be liever and def i nitely of the bib li cal 
Hauge Lu theran fol lower!  His med i ta tions are the fruit
of many years of Bi ble study and Chris tian ex pe ri ence. 
They are Christ-cen tered and cross-cen tered, are sound
and a rich bless ing!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

It’s easy to be come cyn i cal about gov ern ment or feel
that our vote is in sig nif i cant.  But what would hap pen if
ev ery one had this at ti tude?  What kind of lead er ship
would we likely get then?  We need lead ers who are men
and women of in teg rity and wis dom, and we should
thank God that we live in a coun try where we have the
priv i lege of choos ing our lead ers.  We must never take
that responsibility lightly.

The Bi ble tells us to pray for “all those in au thor ity,
that we may live peace ful and quiet lives in all god li ness
and ho li ness” (1 Tim o thy 2:2).

Righ teous ness ex alts a na tion, but sin is a dis grace
to any peo ple.  Prov erbs 14:34.

Wisdom for Each Day, © 2008 Billy Graham, Mfd. for  
© 2011 Day Spring Cards, Inc. 

Ed i tor’s Note: It could be that God is ex tend ing to our
pres ent Ad min is tra tion un de served mercy as “we the peo -
ple (USA)” have the choice for a pe riod of time of re turn -
ing back to God. Mar vel ous GRACE!  From God’s
Eter nal Word, the BIBLE, which is rel e vant for all peo ple
for all times: “If My peo ple who are called by My name
will hum ble them selves, and pray and seek My face,
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from
heaven, and will for give their sin and heal their land.”
II Chron i cles 7:14

9



10

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, an swered 
and said… Be it known unto thee, O king, that we
will not serve thy gods.” Dan iel 3:16, 18 

THE nar ra tive of the manly cour age and mar vel ous
de liv er ance of the three holy chil dren, or rather cham pi -
ons, is well cal cu lated to ex cite in the minds of be liev ers
firm ness and stead fast ness in up hold ing the truth in the
teeth of tyr anny and in the very jaws of death.  Let
young Chris tians es pe cially learn from their ex am ple,
both in mat ters of re li gion, and mat ters of up right ness in 
busi ness, never to sac ri fice their con sciences.  Lose all
rather than lose your in teg rity, and when all else is gone,
still hold fast a clear con science as their rar est jewel
which can adorn the bosom of a mor tal.  Be not guided
by the will-o’-the wisp of pol icy, but by polestar of di -
vine au thor ity.  Fol low the right at all haz ards.  When
you see no pres ent ad van tage, walk by faith and not
sight.  Do God the hon our to trust Him when it co mes to
mat ters of loss for the sake of prin ci ple.  See whether He
will be your debtor!  See if He doth not even in this life
prove His word that “God li ness, with con tent ment, is
great gain,” and that they who “seek first the king dom
of God and His righ teous ness, shall have all these
things added unto them.”  Should it hap pen that, in the
prov i dence of God, you are a loser by con science, you
shall find that if the Lord pays you not back in the sliver
of earthly pros per ity, He will dis charge His prom ise in
the gold of spir i tual joy.  Re mem ber that a man’s life
consisteth not in the abun dance of that which he
possesseth.  To wear a guile less spirit, to have a heart
void of of fence, to have the fa vour and smile of God, is
greater riches than the mines of Ophir could yield, or the 
traf fic of Tyre could win.  “Better is a din ner of herbs
where love is, than a stalled ox and in ward in ten tion
there with.”  An ounce of heart’s-ease is worth a ton of
gold.

Morning & Evening, Charles Spurgeon, © 1991
Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Look therefore carefully how ye walk, not
as unwise, but as wise; redeeming the time,

because the days are evil.  
Ephesians 5:15, 16 

OUR chief joy must al ways be the great grace that
we have re ceived the for give ness of sins and son-ship
with God.   

But even though all this is of God so that he that glo -
ries must glory in the Lord, and we must nev er the less not
for get that this glo ri ous in her i tance has also placed re -
spon si bil ity on us.  There is no no bil ity and honor in the

king dom of God ei ther, with out re spon si bil ity.  If we re -
joice in hope of the glory of God, and ac knowl edge that
we are heirs of eter nal life, we must also walk as chil dren
of light.  It is an honor to fa ther and mother that chil dren
are good: it is an honor to God that His chil dren live as is
proper for saints.  Je sus said to His dis ci ples: “Herein is
My Fa ther glo ri fied, that ye bear much fruit.”  

Truly God is al ways glo ri fied in Him self; in that
sense no one can make Him greater than He is.  But a
Chris tian can make Him small or great here on earth by
his man ner of life.  

What should be more im por tant for us Chris tians
than to walk care fully so that we with our lives can thank
and honor Him who gave us the right to be His chil dren? 
“For God called us not for un clean ness, but in sanc ti fi -
ca tion.”  The days are evil, that is true, but the grace of
God is also great, and He is great enough so that we to day 
can honor God with our life.

I need Thee ev ery hour;
Teach me Thy will;
And Thy rich prom ises
In me ful fill, 
I need Thee, oh! I need Thee; 
Ev ery hour I need Thee; 
O bless me now my Sav ior!
I come to Thee.

Thy Kingdom Come, by Ludvig Hope, Augsburg
Publishing House © Copyright 1939, Permission

Granted.

God …cause His face to shine upon us – Psalm 67:1
There is a beau ti ful thought, full of com fort, in this

ex pres sion which Scrip ture uses in sev eral places. 
God’s face will shine upon us.  

For this ex pres sion shows us some thing of God’s
mind and feel ings to ward us.  If His face is stern, re -
proach ing, and dark, it does not shine.  If it is to shine, it
must be friendly, and lov ing.  When the face of God
shines, it means that He takes plea sure in us.  And that
He does for the sake of Je sus Christ.    We who live in the 
New Cov e nant know this.  Christ re veals God’s lov ing
smile to men.  

God’s face will shine upon you to day, if you de sire
to live in the light of it.  At this mo ment He meets you
with His smile.  And with that smile go in God’s grace
and God’s peace.  

‘The Lord let His face shine upon thee, and be gra -
cious unto thee.  The Lord lift up His coun te nance upon
thee, and give thee peace.”

Streams of Gladness, by Fredrik Wisloff, © 1958
Augsburg Publishing House.



Here I Stand

“Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of
God, that ye may be able to withstand in the

evil day, and having done all, to stand.” 
(Eph. 6:13)

This is the tenth in a se ries of ar ti cles about the con ver sion
of Mar tin Lu ther.  The year 2017 marks the 500th An ni ver -
sary of the Ref or ma tion, and we want to em pha size how
Lu ther was con verted, for you will see el e ments in Lu -
ther’s con ver sion that are lack ing in most Chris tian cir cles
to day.

Af ter the post ing of the Ninety-five the sis, a lot of op -
po si tion es ca lated be tween Lu ther and the of fi cials of the
church.  Ini tially, Lu ther wanted only to re form the church
to a Bib li cal view.  This ten sion es ca lated to where Lu ther
was of fi cially “ex com mu ni cated” from the church by a de -
cree from the pope called a “Bull,” and his books were
burned.  In re tal i a tion, Lu ther burned the bull against him. 
This all came to a head when Lu ther was sum moned to an
of fi cial as sem bly (Diet) at Worms, Ger many.  In Lu ther’s
first de fense of his works, he said:

“The books are all mine, and I have writ ten
more.” He was then ques tioned, “Do you de fend
them all, or do you re ject a part?”  Lu ther re flected 
aloud, “This touches God and His Word.  This af -
fects sal va tion of souls.  Of this Christ said, ‘He
who de nies Me be fore men, him I will deny be -
fore My Fa ther.’  To say too lit tle or too much
would be dan ger ous.  I beg you, give me time to
think it over.” 1

Lu ther took an other day to con sider what he might
say.  On April 18, 1521, Lu ther re turned to the of fi cial as -
sem bly.  He said, 

“When Christ stood be fore Annas, He said, ‘Pro -
duce Wit nesses.’  If our Lord, who could not err,
made this de mand, why may not a worm like me
ask to be con vinced of er ror from the proph ets and 
the Gos pels?  If I am shown my er ror, I will be the
first to throw my books into the fire. …

“Lu ther was then asked di rectly, “I ask you, Mar -
tin – an swer can didly and with out horns – do you
or do you not re pu di ate your books and the er rors
which they con tain?”  Lu ther re plied, “Since then
your Maj esty and your lord ships de sire a sim ple
re ply, I will an swer with out horns and with out
teeth.  Un less I am con vinced by Scrip ture and

plain rea son – I do not ac cept the au thor ity of
popes and coun cils, for they have con tra dicted
each other – my con science is cap tive to the Word
of God.  I can not and I will not re cant any thing,
for to go against con science is nei ther right nor
safe.  Here I stand.  I can not do oth er wise.  God
help me. Amen.” 2

It is ob vi ous that Lu ther stood upon the Scrip tures as
the very Word of God and the fi nal au thor ity in all mat ters
of faith and life.  This was one of the cries of the ref or ma -
tion:  Sola Scriptura – Scrip ture Alone.  Lu ther rec og nized
that no man made coun cil or de crees from church bod ies
can take the place of Scrip ture – they must sim ply re flect
what Scrip ture alone says.  He was will ing to stand upon
that to his death and re nounce his very life, rep u ta tion and
writ ings if he could be shown that they were con trary to
the Scrip tures.  

Dear reader – is that your con vic tion to day?  Are you
con vinced that the Bi ble is the very Word of God and that
the words they con tain are the very words that God would
speak if He were stand ing be fore you?  Do you be lieve
that they have the au thor ity to de mand un qual i fied obe di -
ence from you?  Are you will ing to base your life now in
this world on what they say, and place your eter nal des tiny
on what they pre dict the fu ture will bring?  Are you will -
ing to de fend them unto the death if nec es sary?  Will you,
like Lu ther, stand on the Scrip tures?

This was the con vic tion of the Church of Je sus Christ
un til fairly re cently.  Wor ship ser vices were cen tered about 
the read ing and preach ing of the Word of God.  When lib -
eral men brought doubt into the world about the in er rancy
of Scrip ture, then peo ple be gan to doubt that the Bi ble was 
true in ev ery thing it ad dressed.  Mod ern Sci ence came
along and most peo ple be lieved the lie of evo lu tion in stead 
of the truth of cre ation that the Bi ble pres ents.  

As a re sult of this and other fac tors, the wor ship ser -
vice in a num ber of churches is cen tered on the mu sic, and
not on the faith ful ex po si tion of Scrip ture.  Some mod ern
preach ers are ex perts at just quot ing cer tain pas sages
which fa vor their self-cen tered em pha sis.  Where the
Scrip tures clearly point out sin, those por tions are of ten
not even dis cussed.  Thank fully, we have the Scrip tures
avail able to us.  Will you be dubbed by the mod ern em pha -
sis, or will you study the Scrip tures your self so that you
walk in the fulness God wants for you?

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN
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1 Here I Stand:  A Life of Martin Luther by Roland Bainton.  Abington Press, Nashville, TN, 1978, pg. 141.

2 Ibid, pgs. 143-144.
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President Trump’s 
National Day of Prayer

Dear …                                    9/1/2017
… Pres i dent Trump has also de clared a Na tional

Day of Prayer for this Sunday Sep tem ber 3 (2017). 
Here’s …Tony’s state ment about Pres i dent Trump’s call 
for prayer.

“We are very thank ful Pres i dent Trump is call ing
the na tion to prayer in re sponse to the enor mity of this
di sas ter.  The chal lenges fac ing our na tion are far be -
yond any thing we as a na tion are ca pa ble of over com ing 
on our own.  As a na tion, we must ac knowl edge our
need and de pend ence on God.  We need lead ers who
rec og nize and un der stand the true source of our hope
and strength.  

“A Day of Prayer is a rec og ni tion that the only way
Amer ica co mes through all of these chal lenges is by the
hand of God.  Our na tion’s prob lems are so vast and so
com plex that there can only be a God sized so lu tion.

“Our na tion’s his tory re cords these times of na tional 
prayer.  The First Con ti nen tal Con gress called for a day
of re pen tance, fast ing and prayer through out the Col o -
nies on July 20th, 1775 just af ter the War for In de pend -
ence broke out.  In fol low ing that ex am ple, we will join
with Pres i dent Trump in tak ing a day to seek God and
pray for Him to bring res to ra tion and heal ing to our na -
tion.

“On Sunday, I will lead my own church in prayer
ask ing God to move in the hearts of peo ple to bring
about the unity that will en able our na tion to stand and
over come.  I pray the peo ple of Texas and Lou i si ana will 
know that they aren’t alone.

“To gether we must pray and then act upon those
prayers.  The Church must be a part of the so lu tion and
move the hand of God and then we will see the re sults of
those prayers,” con cluded Perkins. …

   Standing for Faith, Family and Freedom, Dr. Kenyn
M. Cureton, … Family Research Council.

Ed i tor’s Note: Please pray daily for “we the peo ple” 
who make up the USA – for gen u ine re pen tance and
spe cific prayer.  Also, please pray reg u larly at the Prayer 
Meet ing and wor ship Ser vice of your Con gre ga tion. 
Thank you and may our Liv ing God be per mit ted to
bring us once again  to the motto:  “In God We Trust”!

“The unsearchable riches of
Christ.”  Ephe sians 3:8

MY Mas ter has riches be yond the count of arith me -
tic, the mea sure ment of rea son, the dream of imag i na -
tion, or the el o quence of words. They are
unsearchable!  You may look, and study, and weigh,
but Je sus is a greater Sav iour than you think Him to be
when your thoughts are at the great est.  My Lord is more 
ready to par don than you to sin, more able to for give
than you to trans gress. My Mas ter is more will ing to
sup ply your wants than you are to con fess them.  Never
tol er ate low thoughts of my Lord Je sus.  When you put
the crown on His head, you will only crown Him with
sil ver when He de serves gold.  My Mas ter has riches of
hap pi ness to be stow upon you now.   He can make you
to lie down in green pas tures, and lead you be side still
wa ters.  There is no mu sic like the mu sic of His pipe,
when He is the Shep herd and you are the sheep, and you
lie down at His feet.  There is no love like His, nei ther
earth nor heaven can match it.  To know Christ and to be
found in Him – oh! This is life, this is joy, this is mar row
and fat ness, wine on the lees well re fined  My Mas ter
does not treat His ser vants churl ishly; He gives to them
as a king giv eth to a king; He gives them tow heav ens – a 
heaven be low in serv ing Him here, and a heaven above
in de light ing in Him for ever.  His unsearchable riches
will be best known in eter nity.     He will give you on the
way to heaven all you need; your place of de fense shall
be the mu ni tions of rocks, your bread shall be given
you, and your wa ters shall be sure; but it is there,
THERE, where you shall hear the song of them that tri -
umph, the shout of them that feast, and shall have a
face-to-face view of the glo ri ous and be loved One.  The
unsearchable riches of Christ!  This is the tune for the
min strels of earth, and the song for the harp ers of
heaven.  Lord, teach us more and more of Je sus, and we
will tell out the good news to oth ers.

Morning & Evening, Charles Spurgeon, © 1991
Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.

GOD’S PRECIOUS
INCORRUPTIBLE SEED NEVER

GOES TO WASTE!



Gunder O. Vik
Gunder O. Vik was born in Hardanger, Nor way, and

was con verted to God be fore he came to this coun try
(USA) in 1883.  About the great pas sage from death unto
life he wrote: “As a lost sin ner I sank down at the foot of
the Cross and cried to God for sal va tion, and in the Blood 
of Je sus that cleanseth from all sins, my fam ished heart
found peace.”  He grad u ated from Red Wing Sem i nary
and be came pas tor of Roseni con gre ga tion near
Beresford, SD, in 1892.  He la bored here for 19 years. 
The three last years of his life he la bored at Ruthton, MN.  
God called him home June 14, 1915.  Age only 53.

Brother Vik was a gen u ine Haugean and thor oughly
low-church.  From his heart broth erly love flowed like a
steady stream.  There was pe cu liar sweet ness and unc tion 
that flowed from his tes ti mony.  “Grace was poured into
his lips, like a pre cious oint ment.”  His very pres ence
breathed out the com fort of the Holy Ghost.  “If I had the
choice,” an old Chris tian said, “I would rather have G. O.
Vik con duct my fu neral than any other min is ter.”  He
could bind the ties of Chris tian love in this ice-cold
world, and of ten ice-cold church, as very few have ever
done.  His home was in the prayer meet ing and lay men’s
work which he al ways en cour aged.  He walked among us 
in peace, eq uity and true hu mil ity, and he turned many
from their iniquities.

       The Hauge Movement in America, Published by
The Hauge Innermission Federation, 1941

Hate Groups!

TODAY, likely you al ready know that any one or any
group that stands for and with God, who is TRUTH, is
be ing la beled by lib er als as sup pos edly lack ing love. 
This in cludes in di vid u als, con gre ga tions, Chris tian or ga -
ni za tions, and any one else who iden ti fies sin by name.

If we of the Morn ing Glory/Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion were a much larger group nu -
mer i cally, we would be known as a ‘hate-group,’ and one
that lacks com pas sion –  which could not be fur ther from
the truth.  We do not hate peo ple, re gard less of the color
of their skin, na tional origin or re li gion, but we hate what
God hates – that which is EVIL and SIN!

This is par tic u larly dis heart en ing and in fu ri at ing in a
time when Amer i cans have wit nessed, and also some
have even suf fered the kind of de spi ca ble vi o lence that
we ex pressly and un equiv o cally con demn.  Trag i cally, 
news out lets and even some lib eral re li gious lead ers go
run ning to the widely discredited “hate map”.

This or ga nized min is try was of fi cially be gun in the
year 1920 and we strive faith fully to fol low our Lord’s
com mand to love our neigh bors as our selves.  We try to
seek the wel fare of oth ers, when it is in our means and op -
por tu nity to do so.  We try to show the love of God to a
watch ing and lis ten ing world.  We try to live by Christ’s
teach ing and to bring honor and glory to His blessed
Name.

ALSO, we are a non-profit min is try whose deeply
held Chris tian con vic tions en er gize our mis sion to faith -
fully pro claim the Gos pel of Je sus Christ.  Our aim is to
help oth ers find the for give ness of sins and eter nal life in
and through Je sus Christ.  He of fers this to all who will
come by the way of the Cross as heart re pen tant sin ners –
as Je sus Christ came to seek those who are LOST!  By
NO MEANS have we for got ten the great priv i lege, chal -
lenge and re spon si bil ity of seek ing to strengthen, nour ish 
and ad mon ish the LAMBS and SHEEP, be cause we love
JESUS and want to be a ‘trum pet-bearer’ to ALL who are 
will ing to lis ten – both lost sin ners and saved sin ners! 
First of all, we are ac count able unto GOD!    Please
PRAY for us and this min is try of which our Liv ing Sav -
ior has Placed into our midst: that we might be found
faith ful unto HIM.  Je sus com manded His fol low ers to 
“Oc cupy till I Come”! (Luke 19:13)

Editor and Part-time Field Manager.

WHY IS THE CROSS SO
OFFENSIVE?

First, the Cross of Je sus Christ is an of fense be cause
it con demns the un godly – any one and all out side of per -
sonal faith in JESUS!   The Bi ble clearly states that we
(per son ally) are ei ther for given sin ners or un-for given
sin ners.   You see, we don’t like any one point ing out our
per sonal SINS – sins of omis sion and sins of com mis -
sion.  Unless we are un der the Royal Blood Shed of Je sus
Christ as our LORD – then we are not for given.

The Cross also of fends an un be liev ing world be cause 
BLOOD was shed, and in a sense blood is re pul sive. 
BUT JESUS’ blood pro vides re demp tion for the hon est
sin ner who truly re pents of his or her sin and finds for -
give ness in Je sus’ Name; for His sake (1 Co rin thi ans
1:29-31, Isa iah 43:25), as you and I are to tally unworthy.

ALSO, not only be cause of His shed blood, but we
also find re lease from the guilt of sin.  Colossians
1:19-20. 

“For the mes sage of the cross is fool ish ness to those 
who are per ish ing, but to us who are be ing saved it is
the power of God.” 1 Co rin thi ans 1:18.
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UNSOLICITED ADVICE  
BY Fred Wil lis 

Some one said: “Un so lic ited ad vice is sel dom
heeded and of ten scorned,” but the Bi ble says, “A wise
man will hear, and will in crease learn ing”   Prov erbs
1:5

Chap ter 19 of the Book of Gen e sis re cords one of the
most dra matic events in all of his tory.  It re cords the de -
struc tion of Sodom and Go mor rah, an event that is nearly
as well known as the Flood in the days of Noah.

Even bib li cally ig no rant peo ple have of ten heard of
this great brim stone and fire spec tac u lar.  Were it not for
the rea son that this hap pened, it might have been some -
thing that we all would have wanted to see.

The so lar eclipse on Au gust 21 (2017) made many
head lines.  Par ties were thrown and crazy prices were
charged in con nec tion with the event.  Since the prime
view in line was right over the top of my house, I just
stepped into my front yard.

It ap pears that Abra ham had a front-row seat at the
de struc tion of Sodom and Go mor rah.  

“And Abra ham got up early in the morn ing to the
place where he stood be fore the LORD: “And he looked
to ward Sodom and Go mor rah, and to ward all the land of
the plain, and be held, and, lo, the smoke of the coun try
went up as the smoke of a fur nace.” Gen. 19:27, 28. 

So way did God de stroy these two cit ies?  It was be -
cause of the ex ceed ing ho mo sex ual wick ed ness of a large 
part of the pop u la tion and be cause there were not even
ten righ teous men to be found there (18-33).

“And the Lord said, Be cause the cry of Sodom and
Go mor rah is great, and be cause their sin is very griev -
ous.” Vs. 20.

Abra ham knew that his nephew Lot, lived in Sodom;
and he in ter ceded with the Lord on be half of Lot and his
fam ily that the Lord would spare them.  But there was no
stop ping the judg ment of God on so vile a sin.  Lot and
two of his daugh ters es caped the over throw of Sodom,
and his wife was turned to a pil lar of salt.

God is long-suf fer ing and very pa tient, but when He
sees “the wick ed ness of man (is) great in the earth, and
that ev ery imag i na tion of the thoughts of his heart (is) only
evil” (6:5), we can be sure that judg ment is com ing.  In
Noah’s day, “the earth was filled with vi o lence…for all
flesh had cor rupted his way upon the earth” (vss. 11, 12).

I have just re turned from a small col lege town in Ten -
nes see.  We set up a soul-win ning booth at a county fair. 
The crowds were not large, but the Lord blessed us with
al most fifty sal va tion de ci sions.  

While we of ten have to deal with ho mo sex u als that
come by our booth, this year was a first.  The ho mo sex u -

als had their own booth; and it was parked right in front of 
ours, hardly ten feet away.   

The most as ton ish ing thing about the whole sit u a tion
was that far more peo ple walked up to their booth than
came to our booth.  They of fered a per verted life style,
mis ery, dis ease, guilt, and the judg ment of God in the
lake of fire ev er last ing.

We of fered God’s for give ness, love, peace, joy, hap -
pi ness, and life in Heaven ev er last ing.  It seems like a
no-brainer to me, but men love dark ness rather than light
be cause their deeds are evil (John 3:19).  

It is a well-known fact that ho mo sex u al ity, in all of its 
de vi ous forms, is spread ing like the wild-fires out west. 
Pushed by the Hol ly wood and tele vi sion crowd, it is en -
gulf ing our na tion as the plagues of yes ter year.   

Par ents must pro tect their chil dren by ev ery means
avail able.  Even the seem ingly most in no cent sit u a tion can
prove to be highly de struc tive to a child.  Our pres i dent
seems to be tak ing steps to cur tail the tsu nami of per verted
sin, but only Je sus and His re turn will put a stop to it.

If you have been pulled into this per verted life style, it 
is not too late for God to for give you.  Turn to Him with a
re pen tant heart and ask Him to de liver you.  Your sin for a 
few days on earth is not worth an eter nity in Hell.  Why
not do it now? –  Sword of the Lord.

You Are Not Un der Law but you Should 
Still Keep It Clean

Liver B. Greene 

“But that we write unto them, that they ab stain from
pollutions of idols, and from for ni ca tion and from things
stran gled, and from blood.” Acts 15:20.  

James sug gested that a let ter be writ ten to the Gen tile
be liev ers in the var i ous churches so re cently set up, and
in that let ter they would make known what had been dis -
cussed in the coun cil in Je ru sa lem as well as state the de -
ci sion reached con cern ing those things un der dis cus sion.

They would also ad mon ish the Gentiles to ab stain
from in dulg ing in un chris tian prac tices or any ac tion that
might bring of fense to the Jew ish be liev ers.  Paul ex -
plains it to us:

“Where fore if meat make my brother to of fend, I will
eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my
brother to of fend.” 1 Cor. 8:13. 

“What so ever is sold in the sham bles, that eat, ask ing
no ques tion for con science sake.  “For the earth is the
Lord’s, and the full ness thereof.  “If any of them that be -
lieve not bid you to a feast, and ye be dis posed to go;
what so ever is set be fore you, eat, ask ing no ques tion for
con science sake.  “But if any man say unto you, This is of -
fered in sac ri fice unto idols, eat not for his sake that
shewed it, and for con science sake” for the earth is the



Lord’s, and the full ness thereof: “Con science, I say, not
thine own, but of the other: for why is my lib erty judged of
an other man’s con science?  “For if I by grace be a par -
taker, why am I evil spo ken of for that for which I give
thanks?  “Whether there fore ye eat, or drink, or what so -
ever ye do do all to the glory of God.  Give none of fence,
nei ther to the Jews, nor to the Gen tiles, nor to the church
of God” “Even as I please all men in all things, not seek -
ing mine own profit but the profit of man, that they may be
saved.” 10:25-33.

There are many things which be liev ers could (Ed.
Pos si bly) do which would not hurt them as in di vid u als but
which might prove harm ful to oth ers.

There are, for in stance, some places where Chris tians
could go with out harm ing their own (Ed. Pos si bly) spir i tu -
al ity; yet if a weaker Chris tian saw them en ter ing that par -
tic u lar place, that weaker brother could be hurt and caused
to stum ble, and per haps be in flu enced to do some thing that 
would bring the guilt of sin upon his con science.  

There fore, for the sake of weaker Chris tians, we must
be care ful where we go, what we do, what lan guage we use 
and what at ti tude we dis play.

You will no tice Paul said that when we wound a fel -
low be liever, the in jury is ac tu ally to Christ Him self. 
Churches are one body made up of many mem bers; and
when one mem ber suf fers, the whole body suf fers.  Christ
is the Head of that body; and when a weak Chris tian is
hurt, the Head of the church is hurt.  

Paul is not set ting forth the idea that we are to try to
please all peo ple – it would be im pos si ble to ac com plish
such a feat even if we tried.  He was sim ply stress ing the
fact that Chris tian lib erty should not be used in a way that
would give of fense “to the Jews, nor to the Gen tiles, nor to
the church of God.”  This is the prin ci ple James is sug gest -
ing. For the sake of peace and unity in the churches, lest
the stron ger Christian of fend the weak, the Gen tile be liev -
ers would be asked to ab stain from meat which had been
of fered to idols and to eat meat which would not be
counted mor ally wrong by Jew ish be liev ers.  Thus would
they avoid an oc ca sion for di vi sion and of fense be tween
Jew ish and Gen tile be liev ers.

They would also be asked to ab stain “from for ni ca -
tion.”  The word used here is ap pli ca ble to any and all il -
licit sex ual prac tice.  The ques tion is of ten asked, “Why is
this in serted in the mid dle of an ad mo ni tion to ab stain
from prac tices hav ing to do with the cer e mo nial laws,
since for ni ca tion has to do with moral law?”

I be lieve it is men tioned here be cause of the fact that
in those days il licit sex ual prac tice was prev a lent among
the Gen tiles.  The cit ies where Paul and Bar na bas had trav -
eled and preached the Gos pel, and where many Gen tiles
were con verted, were cit ies of sin and lust.

Since for ni ca tion was prac ticed in those cit ies – and
prac ticed with out shame or re morse – the Gen tiles did not
re gard it as be ing dis grace ful and sin ful.  But to the Jews,
such in dul gence was strictly for bid den.

For ni ca tion was con nected with hea then re li gion, and
as a part of many of their tem ple rites it was prac ticed in
some of the hea then tem ples.  Fe males de voted them selves 
to the ser vice of the tem ples and were used in con nec tion
with the or der of pa gan wor ship.

His to ri ans have penned down sick en ing and sor did re -
cords of that which went on in the name of “re li gion” – in
some of the hea then tem ples be tween the priests and
priest esses who were lead ers in idol a trous wor ship.

Many of the Gen tiles now knew sal va tion through the
fin ished work of Je sus, but they had been ac cus tomed to
the prac tice of for ni ca tion with out guilt of con science. 
They would be sur rounded by and ex posed to the un saved
peo ple who would still in dulge in such prac tice.

Je sus be lieved it nec es sary and ex tremely im por tant to 
im press upon these new con verts their ob li ga tion to ab -
stain from for ni ca tion and to op pose it as sin ful and de -
grad ing.  

This sub ject was dis cussed also by the apos tle Paul in
deal ing with the Co rin thian church.  Cor inth was an idol a -
trous city, and the Co rin thian be liev ers were still car nally
minded.  There fore, Paul found it nec es sary to ad mon ish
them about some of their world li ness.

“Now the body is not for for ni ca tion, but for the Lord;
and the Lord for the body.”

“Know ye not that your bod ies are the mem bers of
Christ?  Shall I then take the mem bers of Christ, and make
them the mem bers of an har lot?  God for bid.

“But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.
“Flee for ni ca tion.  Ev ery sin that a man doeth is with -

out the body; but he that committeth for ni ca tion sinneth
against his own body.”  1 Cor. 6:13, 15-18.  

Paul also warned Gen tile be liev ers in other places
where he had con verts.   

“Now the works of the flesh are man i fest, which are
these: Adul tery, for ni ca tion, un clean ness, las civ i ous -
ness.” Gal. 5:19.

“But for ni ca tion, and all un clean ness, or cov et ous -
ness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh
saints.” Eph. 5:3.

“For this is the will of God, even your sanc ti fi ca tion,
that ye should ab stain from for ni ca tion.”  1 Thess. 4:3.

So you see, while for ni ca tion was ac cepted among the
Gen tiles with out too much dis tur bance be ing made over it, 
it was quite un ac cept able to the Jews; there fore; the Gen -
tile Chris tians were not to fall back into the sin which their
pre vi ous lives had taught them to re gard in a very dif fer ent 
light. — Sword of the Lord
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Last ing Christ mas Gifts!

Are you wanting some thing for be loved fam ily
mem bers or friends?  Please con sider an eco nom i cal
gift that lasts on and on.  Con sider these works as
Christ mas gifts:

“Al tar Steps” – A daily de vo tional (Bib li cal)
book for the en tire fam ily for the en tire year by the
late Pas tor R. P. Haakonson.  This is avail able for a
do na tion of eight dol lars plus two dol lars for han -
dling and ship ping.

“Mir ror of the Heart” – A vivid and yet very
bib li cal book let (both in pic tures and clear mes sage) – 
Au thor un known.  This is avail able for a three dol lar
do na tion plus one dol lar for han dling and ship ping.

“Sin ners in the Hands of an An gry God” – A
ser mon preached by Jon a than Ed wards af ter much
prayer and fast ing.  God used this in a mighty way.
This ser mon in print (pam phlet) is avail able for a one 
dol lar do na tion, plus one dol lar for han dling and
ship ping from: Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed -
er a tion .

Just use the en ve lope at the cen ter to or der.

Up Date

This is sue con tains a spe cial ap peal in the cen ter.  
We want Blood-bought cleansed ves sels to know
what will take place in the im me di ate fu ture for the
Morn ing Glory.

This de ci sion was made by the Board mem bers
of the  Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion  as
def i nite fi nan cial ob li ga tions of this por tion of the
Lord’s Work on Earth have to be met!

We know this is a very frank ap peal for spe cific
prayer in ter ces sion and the re sponse of the Morn ing
Glory con cerned read ers!

Nat u rally, any and all gifts (do na tions) are truly
ap pre ci ated on this end and may our Cru ci fied.
Living and Risen Sav ior, who is com ing again
(maybe soon), richly bless YOU in your Holy Spirit
di rected re sponse, and may GOD BE GLORIFIED
as it is a por tion of His King dom Work.  So may HE
richly bless you in or der that you may be come a
richer bless ing unto OTHERS!   

Thank you so much as ALL prayer sup port and
all do na tions are truly ap pre ci ated.

Hold the Fort for I am Com ing – JESUS!
Most cer tainly let the Holy Spirit lead you in

your de ci sion.  Truly, do na tions are ap pre ci ated from 
Con gre ga tions as well as In di vid u als – in clud ing
per sonal wills!

Sep tem ber in come for the Morn ing Glory was
app. $1,511.00.  This does not in clude the of fer ings
re ceived for the Hauge Con fer ence in Gar den City,
Iowa.  The of fer ings re ceived at the Con fer ence are
ap plied to the Con fer ence ex penses of speak ers.

It takes about $3,600 per month to keep the
Morn ing Glory and the Hauge Lu theran Inner -
mission Fed er a tion alive fi nan cially.  (Hauge Bi ble
Con fer ences not in cluded)


