
“What Is That in Thine Hand?”
By Pas tor R. Norheim

n the Scrip tures the “hand” is an im por tant word,
used to por tray the mind and the deeds of both God,
man and Sa tan.  You will find it used 1448 times in
the Bi ble.  There is a sim i lar ity of com bi na tion of

mind and hand, com pared with heart and mouth.  And, as
Sol o mon said, “What the heart is full of, the mouth
overfloweth with,” so, in like man ner it can be said that
what the mind thinks – the hand does.  It’s the com bi na tion 
of the in ner thought and the outer ac tion; the one is hid den, 
the other is re vealed.  There is a prov erb that says, “You
can’t hand a man for what he thinks.”  And this is quite
true, when un der stood in the usual sense, for it takes ev i -
dence to hand a man.  But in an other sense, it is true that
when man thinks evil, in that very mo ment he is build ing
his own scaf fold.  Haman, in the book of Es ther, is an ex -
am ple.

When God called, “Adam, where art thou?”, Adam
was in hid ing, afraid and ashamed, be cause his hand had
reached out and taken the for bid den fruit.  First, he sinned
in thought, when he made that fate ful de ci sion to dis obey
God.   Then, sec ondly, he sinned in deed, when he took the 
fruit Eve of fered him.  When God con fronted Eve with the
ques tion, “What is this that thou hast done?”, her re ply re -
vealed the same two-fold sin of thought and deed; “The
ser pent be guiled me and I did eat.”  There you have the in -
ner fall – the mo ment she chose to be lieve the ser pent and
dis be lieved God!  Then, quickly, fol lowed the outer fall,
re vealed in her ad mis sion, And I did eat.”  Her hand
reached out to grasp that which God had forbidden.

In the Bi ble we read, “Be sure your sin will find you
out.”  It found out Adam and Eve.  Since then, mil lions
have died with unconfessed sins on their books.  The law

of the land could n’t pun ish them be cause it could n’t pres -
ent the re quired ev i dence.  But God says, “Be sure your
sins will find you out.”   The fi nal court trial will be held at
the Great White Throne!

In Ret ro spect

But back to Gen e sis: Adam and Eve’s hands held the
for bid den fruit.  If God had sud denly de scended upon
them, as they stood there in Eden’s Gar den eat ing, and in -
quired, “What is that in thine hand?” – what could they
have an swered?  Had they been hon est, they would have
cried, “We have SIN in our hands!  Now we know the dif -
fer ence be tween good and evil.  Once we knew only the
good …  O bliss ful state we now have lost!  How ter ri ble
that we laid hold on sin, when our hands should have
elapsed Thy blessed hands!”

But God did not pounce upon them, as an ea gle does
upon its prey!  Man is a free moral agent; God has put ev -
ery man “on his own,” as they say.  Very sel dom does He
place an an gel in man’s path way to pre vent him from sin -
ning, such as the in ci dent with Baalim.  No; He gives the
Truth, the Light, the Com mand ment.  From there on, man
is held re spon si ble.  His choice is his own.  But, even tu -
ally, there co mes the day of reck on ing, just as it came in
the Gar den of Eden.  We pray, “Lead us not into temp ta -
tion.”  But, if we leave God and go, of our own ac cord,
into temp ta tion – God won’t stop us!  If we in sist on be ing
burned, God doesn’t put out the fire!

Ask Cain, a few years later, af ter his par ents had been
ban ished from Eden’s gar den.  Ask Cain, who slew his
brother Abel, “Cain, what is that in thine hand?”  Again
note: had God pounced upon Cain in that very mo ment of
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the mur der, his an swer should
have been: “This is my knife in
my hand where with I slew my
brother Abel.  I was jeal ous be -
cause his blood of fer ing was ac -
cept able, but my blood less
of fer ing was not!  He loved you! 
And I don’t!  I have sinned.  I
have sinned! …”  But there was
no con fes sion.  God, how ever,
gave him time to re pent – not a
long time – Abel’s blood had
pos si bly sunk into the ground by
now, but it still “called from the
ground.”  And Cain could n’t run
away; he had to an swer God’s
search ing ques tion, “What have
you done?”

Change less

Here, too, you see the
never-chang ing pat tern of sin:
first in thought; (vs. 6) “Why is
thy coun te nance fallen, why art
thou wroth?”  And in verse 8,
“And Cain talked with Abel, and
it came to pass as they were in
the field, that Cain rose up
against Abel his brother, and
slew him.”  A clear case of pre -
med i tated mur der.  Ask Abel,
“What is that in thine hand?”
and one day he will have to con -
fess, “I have my brother Abel’s
blood in my hands!  Unconfessed 
and un for given sin is in my
hands!  And I can’t wash it off!” 
Only the blood of Christ can
wash away sin.

Mo ses, too, knew the mean -
ing of hav ing blood on his hands. 
Had he not risen up in the de -
fense of his peo ple and slain an
Egyp tian?  Had he not fled for
his life to the back side of the
desert?  What was the dif fer -
ence?  Turn to He brews
11:24-25: By faith Mo ses when
he was come to years, re fused to
be called the son of Pha raoh’s
daugh ter; choos ing rather to suf -
fer af flic tion with the peo ple of
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God, than to en joy the plea sures of sin for a sea son.”  
This is the lan guage of con ver sion.  Mo ses early made the
right de ci sion, the same choice ev ery sin ner makes when
he wants to be come a Chris tian.  In New Tes ta ment lan -
guage, He “ac cepted Christ.”  No Chris tian is sin less; but
if and when he sins, he flees to Christ for for give ness and
cleans ing; and God, for Je sus’ sake, blots out the record. 
I John 1:7, 9. 

The Dif fer ence

We do not find God con front ing Mo ses, here in Ex o -
dus 4, with the ques tions asked of Adam, Eve or Cain. 
The ques tion is of an al to gether other dif fer ent na ture. 
What is that in thine hand?”  Mo ses re plied, “A rod.” 
And so it was – just an or di nary shep herd’s rod.  Da vid re -
fers to it in the 23rd Psalm: “Thy rod and thy staff they
com fort me.”    It was not a weapon, ex cept that it could be
used to strike a snake.  It was a rod of pro tec tion and guid -
ance.  In and by it self, it was of no value.

I think you see the ap pli ca tion.  If you have sin in your
hands, you can’t serve God.  God is here call ing Mo ses to
go back to Egypt to de liver his peo ple from bond age.  A
man must be free be fore he can free oth ers.  If you have
not been cleansed from sin, if you are still in your sins and
your sins are in you, your first need is to be saved!  Get
right with God!

This ac com plished, God has an other meet ing with
you.  Now He wants to be the Lord of your life.  He wants
you to find His will.  And He pro ceeds the very same way
He did with Mo ses.  The ques tion again is, “What is that
in thine hand?”  It is n’t a Bi ble School or Sem i nary di -
ploma ….. not a medal of scho las tic achieve ment …. Not
a big bank book …. No! any or all of these things are al -
right in their place.  But they are not the re quire ment for
ser vice in the king dom of God.  Mo ses could just as well
have an swered, “It’s noth ing … Noth ing but a stick!  It’s
not a gun; it’s not a bomb; it’s not a mis sile!  It’s noth ing,
re ally –  noth ing!”  That is where God be gins!  Just as
Da vid came up against the great gi ant Go li ath with noth -
ing but a lit tle sling and five small stones, so you can be a
war rior for God against Sa tan, sin and sin ners, when your
faith is not in your ed u ca tion, your tal ents, your position
or powers, but alone in God!

He may have a dif fi cult time con vinc ing you that HE
is re ally all that you need, just as the case with Mo ses.  But
if Je sus Christ is your Al pha and Omega (first and last)
you shall see God work mir a cles!  Maybe not the same
kind He pro duced in Egypt’s land, but in es sence the same
– God’s power over com ing sin.  Put your hand and all
that’s in it – in His nail pierced hand – and heaven, hell and 
the world shall know about it.

The Lamplighter, 10/1977

Before the Throne of God Above 

Be fore the throne of God above 

I have a strong, a per fect plea

A great high Priest whose Name is Love

Who ever lives and pleads for me

My name is graven on His hands

My name is writ ten on His heart

I know that while in heaven He stands

No tongue can bid me there de part

No tongue can bid me there de part.

When Sa tan tempts me to de spair

And tells me of the guilt within

Up ward I look and see Him there

Who made an end to all my sin

Be cause the sin less Sav ior died

My sin ful soul is counted free

For God the just is sat is fied

To look on Him and par don me

To look on Him and par don me.

Be hold Him there the risen Lamb

My per fect spot less righ teous ness

The great un change able I AM

The King of glory and of grace

One with Him self I can not die

My soul is pur chased by His blood

My life is hid with Christ on high

With Christ my Sav ior and my God!

With Christ my Sav ior and my God!

Author: James Hite
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Limited Resources
John 6:1 – 13

In to day’s text, Je sus had few re sources at His dis posal
– only “five bar ley loaves, and two small fishes” (v. 9).  But
how won der ful it is to re al ize that our God can do much
with just a lit tle!  And that is ex actly what our Lord Je sus
Christ did when He fed a mul ti tude of over 5,000 with only
a lit tle boy’s lunch.  Who can deny that the times in which
we live sorely test our own mea ger re sources?  Be liev ers
face days of great test ing, trial and dis cour age ment.  Some -
times the pres sures be come so great that we are tempted to
ex claim in dis may, “This is an im pos si ble sit u a tion!”  

To day, many godly pas tors ei ther have lost their pas tor -
ates or are la bor ing un der great dif fi culty be cause their con -
gre ga tions will no lon ger tol er ate their strong, bib li cal,
sep a rat ist po si tion and preach ing.  At the other ex treme,
many godly be liev ers have had to sep a rate from their
churches and long-time friends who are very dear to them
be cause their pas tors and lead ers have com pletely ca pit u -
lated to the si ren song of com pro mise and world li ness.  
Other faith ful ser vants of Christ of ten ex pe ri ence un usu ally 
se vere phys i cal, emo tional or fi nan cial dif fi cul ties.  Still
oth ers face per sonal and fam ily prob lems of such un usual
char ac ter and se ver ity as to defy ex pla na tion or so lu tion. 
Yes, many of God’s faith ful ones are, hu manly speak ing,
fac ing im pos si ble sit u a tions.  But our om nip o tent Lord in
heaven has the power to change seem ingly im pos si ble ob -
sta cles.  Dur ing the next cou ple of days we will look in de -
tail at how Christ serves as our su preme ex am ple of how to
use our mea ger re sources to over come dif fi cult cir cum -
stances in our lives and how to honor our heav enly Fa ther
in all we do.

Bread and Fish

No tice how Christ over came a seem ingly im pos si ble
sit u a tion by us ing the lim ited re sources at His dis posal. 
First, we find that He used a young boy to meet the need of
the mul ti tude.  Over 5,000 grown men were pres ent, but Je -
sus chose to use just a lit tle boy who would have been oth -
er wise re jected or ig nored by most of those in the crowd
be cause he was a mere child.  This fact should truly bless
our hearts in a day when bib li cal fun da men tal ists – both
pas tors and lay peo ple – are of ten be lit tled, rid i culed, ig -
nored or even treated like chil dren by those who claim to be 
more spir i tual or schol arly due to their great worldly re -
sources or their “tol er ance” and open-mind ed ness to ward
other be liefs.  It is good for us to be re minded that the Lord
does not need to have “mighty men” or “great schol ars to
do His work (I Cor. 1:26-29).  He just needs those who, like
this lit tle boy, are will ing to sac ri fice ev ery thing to Him, de -

spite the fact that “ev ery thing” is usu ally not very much
(Rom. 12:1-2).

Sec ond, no tice that the boy only had a small lunch –
“five bar ley loves (bis cuits), and two small fishes” (v. 9). 
Such was hardly enough to feed even a young, grow ing
boy!  But it was all Je sus needed in or der to feed ev ery one
pres ent (“they were filled” – v. 12) and still have twelve
bas kets left over.  God is still able to meet our im pos si ble
needs if we only will turn ev ery thing over to Him.  Why
does it seem to be so dif fi cult for us to give our all to Christ?  
Who else can do so much with so lit tle?  When we be gin to
think that we are too in sig nif i cant to be used in the Lord’s
ser vice, re mem ber that what we have does not mat ter. 
What we do with what we have is what mat ters.
            M. H. Reynolds 

Taken from ‘Feature’,
Fundamental Evangelistic Association
Copyright 2008, used with permission

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

VERY INTERESTING!!!

The fol low ing is from Cre ation Mo ments, No vem ber
7, 2011.  Have you ever watched ducks out on an icy lake
pad dling around in the near-freez ing wa ter?  They will
spend much of the day in that one spot with the tem per a -
tures well be low freez ing, and yet the cold does n’t seem to 
bother them.  Per haps on shore there are some spar rows
hop ping around in the snow.  One won ders: Why don’t
birds need shoes and socks?  If you or I ran around with
bare feet and legs when the tem per a ture was be low freez -
ing, it would not be very long be fore we had a good case of 
frost bite.  We could even lose so much body heat that our
very lives would be threat ened.  Birds have a net work of
ar ter ies that all blood go ing into their legs must en ter. 
These ar ter ies are in ter wo ven with the veins re turn ing
from the foot.  When the blood go ing to the foot en ters this 
struc ture, called ‘won der net,’ its tem per a ture is 106 de -
grees Fahr en heit.  The blood re turn ing from their foot at
the same time is only 37 de grees.  The warm blood pass ing 
through the net re heats the cold blood com ing from the
foot be fore it en ters the body.  The re sult is that the bird
loses very lit tle body heat.  So the blood go ing into the
foot never be comes dan ger ously cold in nor mal win ter
weather.  The wis dom of this de sign is ob vi ous.  Could
birds have sur vived hav ing their feet frozen off be fore
they learned to evolve this spe cial ar range ment?  Our only
con clu sion can be that there is a Cre ator who cares for all 
His cre ation, in clud ing you and me!”

Friday Church News Notes via Christian News
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Let’s Remember 
and Give Thanks

LISTENING TO THE WORLD – PSALM 145:15-16

A man in vited a few friends to an un usual din ner. As
the guests en tered the din ing room, they no ticed a sil ver
screen at one end of the spa cious room and a pic ture pro -
jec tor at the other.  Be fore the oys ters were served, the
lights went out and on the screen they saw men toil ing in
the sea and among the rocks, in the cold mist, dredg ing for
the oys ters they were to eat.

When the veg e ta bles came, they saw pic tures of lit tle
chil dren who should have been in school or at play, but in -
stead were shell ing peas in a dis tant can ning fac tory. 
When the bread was brought in, they were shown pic tures
of plow ing and har row ing and sow ing, reap ing, thresh ing
and grind ing – the in fi nite la bor and pains that were nec es -
sary be fore that bread could come to them.  The meat was
served, and they be held the hard life of the men on the
plains and in the stock yards and on the rail roads – all of
whom were nec es sary be fore those dainty and de li cious
por tions of meat could be theirs.  When they fin ished, they 
knew, as never be fore, the sac ri fice of toil and time on the
part of oth ers that lies behind the common things in life.

That host could have fin ished his dem on stra tion with
a pic ture of the Sav iour with hands raised in bless ing and
he would have thrown on the screen the Scrip ture: “Thou
open est Thine hand, and sat is fies the de sire of ev ery liv ing 
thing.”

May our faith be come more real to us as we grate fully
ac knowl edge the good ness and faith ful ness of God Who
has, through Je sus Christ, given us all that we have. 
Amen.      Wilbur E. Nel son

Taken from ‘Morning Glory,’ 
A Ministry of ‘Morning Chapel Hour, 1997

Start With Thanksgiving!

LISTENING TO THE WORD 
I THESSALONIANS 5:18.

Would you like to make this day spe cial?  Wil liam
Barclay shares ways to trans form this day and ev ery day.

Barclay tells about a man who stayed with a friend in a 
high land cot tage up in the hills.  His host was not a
wealthy man; he was a shep herd whose work took him out
for long days and nights into the hills.

Ev ery morn ing the shep herd used to slip out of the

cot tage and his guest won dered where he went.  One
morn ing, the guest asked him and the shep herd said, “I go
out ev ery morn ing and I stand on the hill side and I take off
my cap and thank God for the beauty of this world.”  We,
too, would do well to re mem ber to give thanks to God for
al low ing us to live in a world like this. (Ed. A country like
our USA)

Then, too, we ought to give thanks for our selves.  One
of the un for tu nate things about life is that we of ten do not
ap pre ci ate some thing un til we lose it.   Health is like that. 
We should thank God for the mea sure of health we have –
phys i cal and men tal.  Let us thank God that He has made
us as we are.

And, surely, we should thank God for Je sus.  God
gave His only Son.  No one could give us a big ger or more
won der ful Gift than that.  Je sus came and died for our sins
and rose again for our jus ti fi ca tion.  And, if He is your
Sav iour, He will, one day, re ceive you to Him self for ever. 
Yes, if we have eye sight or not, if we have phys i cal health
or not – in Je sus we all may have eter nal life and spir i tual
vision and health!

Taken from ‘Morning Glory,’ A Ministry of ‘Morning
Chapel Hour,’ 1997

Ed i tor’s Note:  Re gard less what ‘State/Coun try’ you
live in, in this world – REMEMBER we live in a sin ful
world: But each of us can pos sess the GIFT of the ‘Pearl
of great Price’ through His GRACE!

“Or do you de spise the riches of His good -
ness, for bear ance, and long suf fer ing, not

know ing that the good ness of God leads you
to re pen tance?’”

5

So Much, So Soon?

Em ployer: “For a per son with no
ex pe ri ence, you’re cer tainly ask ing a
high wage.”

Ap pli cant: “Well, Sir, the work is so 
much harder when you don’t know

what you’re do ing.” 



An Eternity of HELL
W. I. King

We might as well face it – there is no Sav iour un less
there is an eter nal Hell.  Ad vanced think ers, cer tain men
who have crept in un awares who be lieve in giv ing the
truths of God’s Word a shave and a hair cut, would lead us to 
be lieve, by their ar ro gant as ser tions, that Hell has frozen
over.  

One lib eral states that the doc trine of Hell “is an evil
her esy, stul ti fy ing the teach ings of Christ.  Un til it is openly
and au thor i ta tively re canted, the church re mains the ad vo -
cate of cru elty.”

Uni ver sal ism has crept into the churches to such an ex -
tent that many of the la ity be lieve in re frig er at ing Hell.

But the ques tion of the eter nity of pun ish ment is not a
mat ter of any one’s opin ion: it is a mat ter of di vine rev e la -
tion.  The Word of God re veals it; God says it plainly;
Christ de clares it em phat i cally.

The most ter ri fy ing text comes from the mouth of our
Lord.  The cen tral pas sages that teach the doc trine of eter nal 
pun ish ment fall from the lips of the Lord Je sus Him self.

There is the sug ges tion that Hell is black.  Three times
our Lord speaks of the “outer dark ness.”  The re ject ers will
be cast into outer dark ness (Matt. 8:12).  The guest with out
a wed ding gar ment was cast into outer dark ness (Matt.
22:13).  The worth less ser vant is cast into outer dark ness
(Matt. 25:30).  To this, Pe ter adds that the lost are re served
unto the midst of dark ness for ever (II Pe ter 2:17), and Jude
speaks of the lost as be ing re served unto “the black ness of
dark ness forever” (Jude 13).  This sug gests sol i tary con -
fine ment and ut ter aban don ment.  

But some one asks if the “fire” in Christ’s teach ings
about hell is lit eral fire.

Our Lord ex presses the tre men dous im por tance of this
sol emn truth in terms that sug gest un quench able and ev er -
last ing fire.  Three iden ti cal state ments are found in Mark 9:

“Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not
quenched” (vs. 44).

“Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not
quenched” (vs. 46).

“Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not
quenched” (vs. 48).

These words are un mis tak able – Hell is a place “where
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.”  It will
be un quench able fire eter nally.  Of this our Lord also
warns: “Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand,
De part from me, ye cursed, into ev er last ing fire, pre pared
for the devil and his an gels” (Mat. 25:41).

As long as Truth is truth, as long as the Bible is the
Word of God and Christ is the eter nal Son of God, THERE
IS A HELL.  Je sus Christ dy ing on the cross of Cal vary is

God’s jus ti fi ca tion for the outer dark ness and the un -
quench able and ev er last ing fire.

Un saved reader, all the sac ri fice that Heaven could
make was made for you.  Christ went into the dark ness of
sep a ra tion from God in or der that you might be made nigh
unto God in sal va tion.  He died to save you from the outer
dark ness that you might bask in the light of His glory for -
ever.   To re ject His sac ri fice is to make it right that you
should go to Hell.   To ac cept His sac ri fice is to make it right 
that you should go to Heaven.

Taken from ‘Sword of the Lord’.

Preach ing against False Teach ers

“But whoso shall of fend one of these lit tle ones which
be lieve in me, it were better for him that a mill stone were
hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the
depth of the sea.”   Mat thew 18:6.

Jude, an earthly brother of our Lord, had be come a
leader in the early church by the time he wrote his epis tle. 
He had in tended “to write unto you of the com mon sal va -
tion,” but in stead was com pelled by God’s Spirit to write
and “ex hort you that ye should ear nestly con tend for the
faith” (Jude 3) against the on slaught of false teach ers.  He
writes “to con vince all that are un godly among them of all
their un godly deeds which they have un godly com mit ted,
and of all their hard speeches which un godly sin ners have
spo ken against him” (Jude 15).

Few cat e go ries of peo ple are so sum marily de nounced
in Scrip ture as false teach ers, those who teach er ror from
within.  Nearly ev ery bib li cal writer ech oes God’s ha tred of
them and their work.  Here, Jude re fers to Enoch’s an cient
teach ing to dem on strate the fact that God has al ways hated
false teach ers and has warned them of their doom.  Un for tu -
nately, many of to day’s pul pits and “Chris tian” air waves
are filled with false teach ers and their teach ing, lead ing
many astray.

But this is also a les son to be learned by any who would 
teach, even born-again, God-gifted teach ers.  Er ror is a se ri -
ous thing in God’s eyes, and a Bi ble teacher must con tin u -
ally sub mit to God’s Word and Spirit to dis cern and teach
only truth.  Ev i dently it would be better for those teach ers,
sem i nar i ans, and oth ers who es pouse er rors such as hu man -
ism, evo lu tion, and other false con cepts, that a mill stone
were hung about their necks and that they drowned in the
depth of the sea than to lead astray those “lit tle ones” in
their in flu ence.    JDM

Taken from Days of Praise, by Institute for Creation
Research, copyright 2010 – Permission granted.

Ed i tor’s Note:  You know this TRUTH is also TRUE of
ev ery one who leaves this world un saved!
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JUDGE NOT?
By Dr. James R. Hines

Is it wrong to point out the sin 
or er ror of an other Chris tian?

The at mo sphere in the church busi ness meet ing is
tense.  All are grieved as the church con sid ers what ac tion
should be taken con cern ing one of the mem bers, a sin gle
col lege girl, who be came in volved in im mo ral ity and is
now preg nant.  A dea con states that he feels the church must 
take ac tion to dem on strate that it does not con done im moral 
con duct.  An irate woman rises to re spond, “Why must we
be so judg men tal?  What ever hap pened to Chris tian love
and for give ness?  Does n’t the Bi ble say, ‘Judge not, that ye
be not judged’?”

A sit u a tion like this shows a grow ing sen ti ment in
Chris tian cir cles which ex presses it self in the phrase,
“Judge not.”  Bib li cal stan dards are be ing eroded by waves
of tol er ance that con stantly toss up the foam and froth that it 
is un righ teous to judge.  A re cent ed i to rial from a Chris tian
mag a zine pro claimed, “Judg ment of be liev ers is ex clu -
sively the re spon si bil ity of the Lord Je sus Christ.  No mere
mor tal is ca pa ble of as sum ing the place of an om ni scient,
om nip o tent God when it co mes to judg ing men and move -
ments.”  In other words, God judges, but man must not.

Chris tians who speak against sin are la beled un lov ing
and un kind.  Preach ers who pro claim the dan gers of false
doc trine are called “nar row-minded” and judg men tal.” 
Chris tian lead ers who seek to up hold good stan dards are
cen sured as “legalists.”  Fun da men tal ists in gen eral are car -
i ca tured as in di vid u als bound by a strait-jacket of le gal ism,
filled with the gall of bit ter ness, de ranged by un scrip tural
no tions about the dan ger of world li ness, and sow ing dis -
cord with their judg men tal  at ti tudes.

What is the scrip tural po si tion?  Does a per son who
points out the sin or er ror of an other vi o late scrip tural pro -
hi bi tions against judg ing?  Bi ble be liev ers must have a
scrip tural an swer to those who make such ac cu sa tions.

A per son who states that the Chris tian must not judge
has closed his eyes to both the re al i ties of life and the rev e -
la tion of God.  The word judge ba si cally means “to choose,
to choose be tween two op tions.”  In choos ing, one is say -
ing, “This one is right and that one is wrong,” or at least,
“This one is better than that one.” 

A per son makes a judg ment when he chooses to put
peaches in stead of ba nanas on his break fast ce real.  He
makes a judg ment when he se lects the gray, pin-striped suit
at the cloth ing store in stead of the white slacks with the red
blazer.  He makes a judg ment when he joins a fun da men tal
church in stead of a cult.  In each case he is judg ing, say ing
that in the par tic u lar in stance one ac tion is better than the
other; or one is right and the other is wrong.  Ev ery day life

is filled with hun dreds of judg ments.  The one who uses the
cliché “judge not” as a guide to all Chris tian ac tiv ity is ig -
nor ing the facts of daily ex pe ri ence. 

Cer tainly, God is not ad verse to men judg ing.  Rather,
He uses, blesses, and even com mands such ac tion.  Jethro
ob served Mo ses sit ting all day “to judge the peo ple.”  The
law dic tated that in a case of man slaugh ter, “the con gre ga -
tion shall judge” (Num bers 35:24).  Though many to day
would have crit i cized him for his ac tion.  Pe ter was very
judg men tal when he con demned Ananias for ly ing to God
(Acts 5:3).  Paul was equally judg men tal of Pe ter’s con duct
at Antioch (Galatians 2:11).  Was not Ste phen be ing rather
judg men tal when he up braided the San hed rin as
“Stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears” who “al -
ways re sist the Holy Ghost”?  Doubt less many mod ern-day
Chris tians would have sought to si lence these cham pi ons of 
truth with their cry, “Judge not.”

Judge Not?

Pe ter was very judg men tal when he con demned
Ananias for ly ing to God.

Clearly those who pro mote the “judge not” phi los o phy
err and bring much con fu sion to the Lord’s work.  What are
their fal la cies?

They ig nore many Scrip tures.

Not only does the Word of God pro vide us with many
ex am ples of ex er cis ing judg ment through God’s peo ple as
al ready dem on strated, but Scrip ture also clearly com mands 
us to judge.  John 7:24 com mands, “Judge not ac cord ing to
the ap pear ance, but judge righ teous judg ment.”  In I
Thessalonians 5:21 Paul com mands, “Prove all things; hold 
fast that which is good.”  All ar eas of con duct and doc trine
are to be put to the test of scrip tural obe di ence and truth. 
Those which mea sure up should be held, those which do
not should be re jected.  In other words, we must judge
them.

How can any one obey Paul’s in struc tion of 1Timothy
5:20, “them that sin re buke” un less he were to judge that
some had erred?  The apos tle John tells God’s peo ple they
are to “try the spir its” (I John 4:1); that is, eval u ate them in
ac cor dance with Scrip ture and form a judg ment as to
whether such teach ers are from God or Sa tan.

An other ex am ple is Paul’s let ter to the church at Cor -
inth.  In their broad-mind ed ness the Co rin thi ans were tol er -
at ing an im moral mem ber within the church.  He asks, “Do
not ye judge them that are within?” (I Co rin thi ans 5:12). 
Cer tainly, those who teach that Chris tians must not judge
ig nore the clear com mands of many Scrip tures.

They mis in ter pret sev eral pas sages

State ments in the Scrip tures which seem to be against
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judg ing re fer to cer tain abuses in ex er cis ing judg ment.  It is
a fail ure to un der stand Scrip ture prop erly which pro duces
the er ro ne ous no tion that Chris tians should never judge.   

The pas sage com monly cited is Mat thew 7:1, “Judge
not, that ye be not judged.”  The judg ment re ferred to is
com pared to tak ing the mote from the brother’s eye while
the vi sion is ob scured by a beam in the eye of the one judg -
ing.  This per son is la beled a “hyp o crite” and com manded
to re move the beam from his own eye and then take the
mote from the brother’s eye.  The ac tion for bid den is that
hyp o crit i cal con duct of try ing to cor rect a brother when the
corrector has a much larger prob lem him self.  

Likely, the Phar i sees’ con duct was in the Lord’s mind. 
They were con stantly point ing out min ute de par tures from
tra di tion while overlook ing weight ier mat ters of jus tice and 
righ teous ness.  Note that the Lord did not say the mote
should not be re moved.  The beam should be cast out first –
then the mote re moved.

Those who preach the doc trine, “Love ev ery one and
judge no one,” of ten cite Christ’s deal ing with the woman
taken in adul tery de scribed in John 8.  Those who use this
pas sage to prove that Chris tians should not judge, though,
over look the last phrase in verse 11 – “Go, and sin no
more.”  Je sus plainly judged her con duct to be sin.

Romans 14:4 is a fa vor ite pas sage with many: “Who art 
thou that judgest an other man’s ser vant? To his own mas ter
he standeth or falleth.”  Sup pos edly this means that ev ery -
one should mind his own busi ness, mak ing no judg ment
and no com ment on the con duct of a fel low Chris tian.  But
the con text of the en tire chap ter shows that the judg ment
be ing con demned was that which crit i cized the brother for
his at ti tude about which foods he should or should not eat,
or which day he should use for wor ship.  Paul ar gues that
there was room for char ity to ward the brother’s opin ions on 
such mat ters.

The same prob lem is ad dressed in I Co rin thi ans
10:23-33.  Cer tainly be liev ers should not con demn oth ers
for their opin ions on mat ters where Scrip ture is si lent.  But
where Scrip ture speaks, it is the duty of be liev ers to ap ply it
both to their own con duct and the con duct of oth ers.

Some would use Paul’s state ment in I Co rin thi ans 4:4,

“he that judgeth me is the Lord,” to prove that be liev ers
should not find fault with the con duct of oth ers.  The spe -
cific judg ment be ing meted out by the Co rin thi ans, though,
had to do with the rel a tive value and worth of Paul’s min is -
try.  The church was filled with cliques, each one pro mot ing 
the vir tues of their fa vor ite preacher.  Some fol lowed Pe ter,
oth ers Paul, and an other group Apollos.  Paul was not con -
cerned with how they ranked his min is try against oth ers.

An other pas sage used by those who be lieve in whole -
sale tol er a tion with out iden ti fi ca tion of sin is James
4:11-12.  But verse 11 equates this kind of judg ing with
speak ing “evil of his brother.”  In other words, it says, “this
brother should be de stroyed and the law has failed be cause
it has not de stroyed him.”

Cer tainly, be liev ers are not re spon si ble for de cid ing
that any one should be de stroyed.  “There is one law giver,
who is able to save and to de stroy (v. 12).  It may be nec es -
sary to speak against what the brother does or what he be -
lieves, but it is not proper to pass judg ment on the brother
him self, his mo tives, or his des tiny.  There is a dif fer ence
be tween say ing, “Brother Smith is a bad man,” and
“Brother Smith had done a bad thing.”

Be liev ers who ex alt Scrip ture above man’s rea son just
con tinue to ap ply the ab so lute truths of the eter nal Word to
all con duct and doc trine.  God is the ul ti mate Judge.  He has 
given us His Word so we might un der stand the prin ci ples
by which He judges.  If ap ply ing these prin ci ples to spe cific 
sit u a tions in ac cor dance with His com mands means that we 
are judg ing, then so be it, then we must judge.

Taken from ‘Faith for the Family’ February, 1986 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

PRAYER
Prayer (God) has di vided seas, rolled up flow ing

rivers, made flinty rocks gush into foun tains, quenched
flames of fire, muz zled lions, dis armed vi pers, re pelled
frauds, burst open iron gates, re called souls from eter nity,
con quered the stron gest dev ils, com manded le gions of an -
gels down from Heaven.

Prayer has bri dled and changed the rag ing pas sions of
man and de stroyed vast ar mies of proud, dar ing, blus ter -
ing athe ists.

Prayer has brought one man from the bot tom of the
sea, and car ried an other in a char iot of fire to Heaven.   

What has not prayer done?
Selected
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Only He who can see the
invisible can do the

impossible.

Frank Gaines 
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Ed i to rial 
RES

DOCTRINE
Is Doc trine Nec es sary/Es sen tial?

“All Scrip ture is given by in spi ra tion of God, and is prof it able for doc trine, for re proof, for 
cor rec tion, for in struc tion in righ teous ness.’”  

II Tim o thy 3:16.

What do you be lieve?  Why I be lieve what my Pas tor be -
lieves!  And what does he be lieve?  What the con gre ga -
tion be lieves!  And around it goes!  Trag i cally, there is
more ‘truth’ to this story than fa ble. Sadly this is true of
so ‘many’ in ‘our’ day!  Need less to say the per son who
does n’t sub scribe to ‘bib li cal doc trine’ is gull ible to any
false teach ing! 

NOW the WCC, NCC, Apos tate Church, etc., ba si cally
say that ‘doc trine di vides and love unites’.  Is this bib li -
cally true?  How does Romans 16:17 fit into the pic ture? 
“Now I urge you, breth ren, note those who cause di vi -
sions and of fenses, con trary to the doc trine which you
learned, and avoid them.”   (Also I John 2:19; Ti tus
1:13-14 for ex am ple).  

One of the most hurt ful ex pe ri ences in the life of a Bi -
ble-be liev ing fel low ship is when an os ten si ble Chris tian
leader, teacher, pas tor or lay per son falls away from the
faith, (or to aban don the ‘faith’ as in the book of Jude) 
and then try to in flu ence oth ers to come along side and
join him. This sort of thing hap pens way too of ten and
causes ‘con cern and con fu sion’.  How im por tant, then,
for ALL pro fess ing Chris tians to heed this scrip ture.
“There fore, breth ren, be even more dil i gent to make your 
call and elec tion sure, for if you do these things you will
never stum ble… For this rea son I will not be neg li gent to 
re mind you al ways of these things, though you know and
are es tab lished in the pres ent truth.  Yes, I think it is right, 
as long as I am in this tent, to stir you up by re mind ing
you” II Pe ter 1:10-13.  Colossians 2:2-10.  

Mar tin Lu ther sug gests that if ‘we’ do not show up where 
the ‘bat tle rages’, ‘we’ are only a weather vane or a fox. 
He fur ther states that doc trine is only an ex pla na tion of a 
fact!   We are ei ther for Him OR against Him.  Never in
the his tory of ‘Chris tian ity’ was there ‘room’ for strad -
dling the fence and most cer tainly not now! The lines are
be ing drawn and you must choose whom you will serve.
Rev e la tion 3:3-6.   

Most cer tainly do not mis un der stand me; be ing a Lu -
theran does not save you and there def i nitely are other

evan gel i cal groups in which there are saved peo ple.  But
there are ‘con gre ga tions’ or just in di vid u als that are
seem ingly em bar rassed to clearly state that they are ‘Lu -
theran’.  The ti tle should only in di cate what we ad here
too and seek to put into Bib li cal prac tice.

Now, from a bib li cal per spec tive, we hold too and seek to 
prac tice a dif fer ence be tween Pri mary Doc trine & Sec -
ond ary Doc trine, for we only know in part and see in
part as the Holy Spirit re veals. In other words, ‘we’ do
not have a spe cial ‘cor ner’ in the King dom of God; but
we are to be obe di ent unto the Bi ble as ‘we’ un der stand it
by rev e la tion of the Holy Spirit.  The per son who thinks
he knows it all is of all peo ple most be pit ied as there is
ALWAYS room for deeper un der stand ing of God’s Word 
and in grow ing to ward ‘ma tu rity’. This does not give us
lib erty/free dom to say ‘doc trine’ does not mat ter.   IF
‘we’ walk in the light of the Word of God as we un der -
stand it; then God has prom ised us en light en ment.  John
12:35,    Prov erbs 4:18-19.

What Does the Bi ble Say about Doc trine?

Good doc trine - Prov. 4:2, No light - Isa. 8:11, 20, Con fu -
sion - Is. 5:20-24, Car ried away - Eph. 4:14, Con trary - I
Tim. 1:10, 4:1, 4:6, 4:16-17, Known by - II Tim. 3:10,
Adorn - Ti tus 2:10, As ton ished - Matt. 7:28, Teach ing -
John 7:16-17, Stead fast - Acts 2:42, Obey - Rom. 6:17,
16:17, Car ried away - Heb. 13:9, Abide - 2 John 9, 10,
ETC.   

The first pri mary ‘doc trine’ that true Lu ther ans ad here to
is that the Bi ble is God’s Word. The Bi ble is in spired by
God, in fal li ble, inerrant.  The Holy Spirit told/in spired
godly men of old ex actly what to write.  And from Gen e -
sis 1:1 through Rev e la tion 22:21, His Word is truth re -
gard less if ‘we’ un der stand it or not, and that it is for ever
set tled in Heaven and rel e vant for all times and all ages
and for all peo ple.     

A sec ond ‘pri mary doc trine’ is that SALVATION is by
FAITH ALONE, GRACE ALONE, FAITH ALONE! 
This in cludes a per sonal liv ing re la tion ship with JESUS, 
which in cludes that ‘we’ def i nitely are ‘sin ners’ to the



Falling Leaves

Isa iah 1:28 – 30

Au tumn is dis play ing it self in a pal ate of many col ors
of yel lows, browns and reds.  This change tells us that the
tree is go ing into its rest ing stage and that life is cut off from 
the leaf.  What looks beau ti ful in the nat u ral world is ugly in 
the spir i tual world.  When a per son turns from God and pur -
sues evil, he is com pared to a tree los ing its leaves, “as an
oak whose leaf fadeth” (v. 30).  If your life is wilt ing and
you are faint ing be neath a load, it may be be cause you have
left God out of your life.  You are like a wilted leaf be ing
blown by the wind (Job 13:25).  If you do not know Je sus
Christ as your Sav ior, you are like a tree whose leaves are
dead.  You may be lieve you are pros per ing with out Christ
in your life, but you are de ceived.  All the good works you
are do ing mean noth ing in the eyes of the Lord if you re fuse 
Him.  God’s own es ti ma tion is this: “But we are all as an

un clean thing, and all our righ teous ness are as filthy rags;
and we all do fade as a leaf; and our in iq ui ties, like the
wind, have taken us away” (64:6).  

But, praise God, there is hope.  If you turn to the Lord,
then He will plant your life into His soil.  The in di vid ual
who de lights him self in God and His Word “shall be like a
tree planted by the rivers of wa ter, that bringeth forth his
fruit in his sea son; his leaf also shall not wither; and what -
so ever he doeth shall pros per” (Psa. 1:3).  “Blessed is the
man that trust eth in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD
is.  For he shall be as a tree planted by the wa ters, and that
spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when
heat com eth, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be
care ful (anx ious) in the year of drought, nei ther shall cease
from yield ing fruit” (Jer. 17:7-8).  Is this true of you?

Philip N. Flaming, Taken from ‘Feature’, 
Fundamental Evangelistic Association, 
Copyright 2007, Used with permission
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very core, to tally de prived and in no way, not even an
‘ounce’, can we be gin to ‘merit’ sal va tion.   Mar tin Lu -
ther shares that un less we are will ing to deal with SIN the 
Bi ble is a closed Book.  How true – the Bi ble is for peo -
ple who have a NEED! Psalms 51:5, 58:3, Isa iah 64:6,
Romans 3:10-20, Ephe sians chap ter two, James 2:10,
etc.  In other words, God’s Law must be pre sented (Re -
pen tance) - Ps. 19:7-14, Rom. 7:7-12 and Gal. 3:24,
James 2:10.  With out re pen tance (need for Mercy) there
is no Sal va tion to be ex pe ri enced (Luke 19:10, 5:31,
Mark 2:17)!  ALSO it is God who orig i nates the gift of
sal va tion by call ing/awak en ing ‘us’. This is called
Prevenient GRACE; but with the ‘call’  God gives ‘us’
grace to re spond pos i tively to His ‘call.‘  (Sim i lar to
when JESUS called Laz a rus who had been phys i cally
‘dead’ four days)!

Likely in the time of Noah’s Ark, a ‘mouse’ was not in
the same ‘room’(?) as the el e phant; as likely the mouse
would ir ri tate the el e phant by crawl ing up its’ trunk! 
And so not all true ‘Chris tians’ agree on ev ery doc trine. 
For ex am ple: Bap tism, Eter nal Se cu rity, etc.; but IF there 
is a right re la tion ship with JESUS, they can have fel low -
ship with one an other and up hold one an other in prayer,
etc.  You see if the ver ti cal re la tion ship is cor rect, like
wise the hor i zon tal , just like the cross!

The royal blood of the cru ci fied and risen ONE
makes the dif fer ence - born into the royal fam ily
(blood re lated) of God through the fin ished work of
JESUS at Cal vary!

We do not be lieve in ‘eter nal se cu rity’ in in fant bap tism
OR adult bap tism – be cause there are too many Bi ble
Verses that prove oth er wise. (One Bi ble verse would be
enough; would n’t it?)  (There are many ad mo ni tions in

Scrip ture which use words such as if, con tin ues, re mains, 
abides, back slid ing’s, fall ing away).  Ac tu ally bib li cal
Lu ther ans are among the most gen er ous (re: church
mem ber ship) in ac cept ing ‘bap tism’, the only qual i fi ca -
tion be ing: Bap tized in the name of the Tri une God. We
will ac cept all ‘bap tisms’ EVEN though we ad here to In -
fant Bap tism.

Never ever apol o gize for Bib li cal TRUTH!!  Con sider
the ‘Sad du cees’. To my knowl edge I do not know one in
the New Tes ta ment that came to know JESUS as their
per sonal Sav ior; BUT I would not rule out the mir a cle of
Sal va tion as God is ALMIGHTY!!

Cer tainly we need to ex er cise the gift of ‘dis cern ment’ in
these days of con fu sion, for ex am ple, some will say, ‘it
does n’t make any dif fer ence what you be lieve, just so
you be lieve!’  How ri dic u lous and anti-scrip tural! Such
teach ing is a lie from the pit of hell, an ab so lute her esy! 
Such could be ‘Scrip tur ally’ proven ex ten sively, but for
now; let me just say:

To you sin cere read ers of the Morn ing Glory,
may the Lord truly and richly bless you in
your walk by faith in the LORD and make
you even a greater bless ing!

P.S.  The Morn ing Glory/Hauge Lu theran Innermission
Fed er a tion is nei ther a church con gre ga tion nor de nom i -
na tion, and never was.  WE are a free, bib li cal, piet ist ic,
Lu theran move ment that func tions on ‘faith’.  WE be -
lieve in and seek to pro mote ‘Ex pe ri enced Sal va tion,
Chris tian Fel low ship & Sim plic ity in Wor ship,’ and want 
to be used by our God WHEREVER God opens the
‘door’ –  to His Honor & Glory.



From Our Fellowship Circle

R. T. Boca Raton, FL 
En closed is a check for the won der ful Morn ing Glory I
get.  I read the Morn ing Glory from cover to cover and
pass it on to one of the Pas tors here.

I am the Widow of Pas tor Ted Thomp son of Fergus Falls,
MN.  I re call the times my hus band spoke and at tended the 
Hauge Meet ings.

Keep up the good work.  Eter nity alone will re veal the
bless ings this mag a zine has brought to thou sands.

P. S.  I am 96 years old now.

M. T. Ap ple Val ley, MN
Yes, we have had a hot sum mer and now I am see ing a few
trees where the leaves are al ready turn ing.  As Scrip ture
ba si cally states, fall and win ter will fol low and maybe
win ter will come early.   I sure hope not as I don’t en joy the 
real cold.  But, thank fully there will still be the warmth of
God’s Love.  

Bless you and your work for Him.

J. M. Clear Lake, IA
Please put these two friends on the mail ing list of the
Morn ing Glory.  They are two strong be liev ers who need
to keep up to date with what is go ing in the world to day!

Thank you as I am blest by the Morn ing Glory.

C. K. Roland, IA
Thank you so much for your monthly News let ter.  It has so 
many ex cel lent ar ti cles in it that causes us to think about
how we should live our daily lives.

My Sis ter and I have shared sev eral ar ti cles with our fam -
ily mem bers.

Please find en closed $…  to con tinue on send ing the
News let ter to me and my two sis ters.  Thank you so much.

E. S. Wanamingo, MN
May the check en closed help to send out the True News
which you put forth through the Morn ing Glory.  I pray
that it may con tinue for a long time…

A. & K. T. Livingston, NJ
Please find en closed $… as a gift for the fur ther ance of the 
King dom of God.  $… is from us and $… is from …

He liked the copy of the Morn ing Glory so well that he too
wants to be on the mail ing list.  Each is sue is a bless ing to
us.  

O. L. A. New port, N. C.
Thank you for “Morn ing Glory” and its Spir i tual sig nif i -
cance.  I en joy it very much.

If you would like to, you may send sev eral ex tra cop ies
and I’ll give them out to oth ers for you.

Be gin ning this month I’m go ing to send you at least $... to
help on the mail ing ex penses.  En closed is a check for $...

Thank you as you are do ing a great work for HIM!

Ed i tor’s Note:  First of all, thank the Lord and then we
would en cour age oth ers to do the same thing in the fur -
ther ance and strength en ing of the King dom of God.

C. & H. H. Osakis, MN
Thank you, for the Word of God in your mag a zine.  Truly
en joy read ing the same.

God Bless you all - you re ally work hard.

F. E. H. Story City, IA
I’m grate ful for Morn ing Glory.  Please ac cept my gift.

D. R. C. Lynnwood, WA
The Word of God is the truth.  The Word of God is faith ful
and true.  The Word of God is sharper than any two edged
sword.  The Word of God never re turns void.  The Word of 
God con victs of sin and of righ teous ness and of judg ment.  
The Word of God re veals the Sav ior of the World.  The
Word of God re gen er ates.  The Word of God sanc ti fies. 
The Word of God is eter nal.

Ed i tor’s Note:  AMEN!!! And even more!
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Thanksgiving!

Thanksgiving (liv ing) is al ways timely, when 

given unto the Cre ator and Sustainer of the

Uni verse!  (With Whom there is NO shadow of

turn ing – James 1:17)



Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Oxford University Amends Dress Code
for Transgender Students

Eng land’s Ox ford Uni ver sity has de cided to change
its strict ac a demic dress code to ac com mo date transgender 
stu dents — mean ing that males will be al lowed to at tend
classes wear ing skirts and women can wear a suit and tie. 
“The reg u la tions have been amended to re move any ref er -
ence to gen der in re sponse to con cerns raised by Ox ford
Uni ver sity Stu dent Un ion that the ex ist ing reg u la tions did
not serve the in ter ests of transgender stu dents,” the uni -
ver sity said.

ChristianPost.com

Obama Holds “Gay Pride Reception” at
White House

Pres i dent Barack Obama is tell ing “gay” sup port ers
that they will have a friend and “fel low ad vo cate” in the
White House as long as he is pres i dent.

Obama spoke to les bian, “gay,” bi sex ual and
transgender guests dur ing a White House re cep tion mark -
ing LGBT Pride Month.  He touted his ad min is tra tion’s
work on ho mo sex ual rights is sues, in clud ing re peal ing the 
mil i tary’s ban on openly ho mo sex ual ser vice mem bers. 
He said, even though it may have taken more time than
they would like, ho mo sex u als have seen prog ress and last -
ing change under his administration.

The pres i dent also ref er enced his re cent pub lic em -
brace of same-gen der “mar riage.”   He said that while
some Amer i cans may still be “evolv ing” on same-sex
mar riage, he and wife, Michelle, “have made up our minds 
on this is sue.”

OneNewsNow.com

Rhode Island Mayor Resists Atheists’
Calls to Remove Cross

The mayor of a Rhode Is land city has prom ised to de -
fend a 91-year-old war me mo rial fea tur ing a Latin cross
and other re li gious sym bols, which a na tional athe ist
group says must be re moved from the monument.

Leo Fontaine, the mayor of the city of Woonsocket,
Rhode Is land, has as sured res i dents that he will fight the
calls be ing made by the Free dom from Re li gion Foun da -
tion to bring down a me mo rial car ry ing a cross and a
prayer and sit u ated in the park ing lot of the Woonsocket
fire station.

The mon u ment, which hon ors home town sol diers who
paid the ul ti mate sac ri fice de fend ing their coun try dur ing
World War I and II, is a sym bol of the com mu nity …

The group says it has taken up the is sue on be half of a
city res i dent who drives by the statue daily and finds it of -
fen sive.

ChrisitianPost.com

Christians “Locked in North Korean
Concentration Camps” Total 70,000

Ryan Mor gan, an an a lyst with In ter na tional Chris tian
Con cern Asia, re ports, “The (North Ko rean) re gime still
has up to 70,000 Chris tians locked away in vir tual con cen -
tra tion camps.”  The com mu nist na tion is a lead ing per se -
cu tor of Chris tians.  They are so hos tile that one can be
sent to prison for life for the “crime” of own ing a Bi ble!  In 
2012?  In deed!

Sword Press Service

Recent United Nations Speech

At his (Pres i dent Obama) re cent U. N. speech Obama
said; “The fu ture must not be long to those who slan der the 
prophet of Is lam.”

Canadian Medical Association: Babies
Not Human Until Birth

Con cerned about the re newal of an abor tion de bate in
Can ada, the del e gates to the Ca na dian Med i cal As so ci a -
tion’s an nual gen eral coun cil meet ing (on Au gust 15)
made a head-scratch ing de ter mi na tion: ba bies are not hu -
man beings until after birth.

Seem ingly fol low ing the warped and twisted think ing 
of phi los o phers like Pe ter Singer, who sup ports in fan ti -
cide, the doc tors sup ported keep ing the stan dard in place
in Can ada that does n’t re gard un born chil dren as peo ple
un til birth.

LifeNews.com

ISRAEL DISCOVERS NEW GIANT
OIL AND GAS FIELD

An other off-shore oil and gas field dis cov ery off the
coast of Haifa was an nounced in early June.  The new dis -
cov ery is be lieved to hold 6.7 tril lion cu bic feet of gas and
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1.4 bil lion bar rels of oil.  Al though this dis cov ery is not as
large as the Tamar and Le vi a than fields, its qual ity and
quan tity guar an tee Is rael’s en ergy for de cades to come. 
The first well is being prepared now.

The new dis cov er ies will greatly en hance Is rael’s
econ omy and make the shekel one of the stron gest cur ren -
cies in the world.  Is rael ex pects to be come en ergy
self-suf fi cient in three years.

Selected.

Swiss Voters Approve Assisted Suicides in 
Nursing Homes

Swit zer land, which al ready per mits sui cide pur vey ors 
to make a lot of money out of sui cide tour ism, is now
bring ing self ter mi na tion into nurs ing homes and
hospitals.

…Sixty-two per cent of peo ple in the French-speak ing 
can ton voted in fa vor of a pro posal oblig ing nurs ing
homes and hos pi tals to ac cept the prac tice.  The plan was
put for ward by the can tonal par lia ment, and when the new
law co mes into force, doc tors in nurs ing homes and hos pi -
tals must re spect the wishes of a per son re quest ing as sis -
tance to die.

Wesley J. Smith for LifeNews.com

Is There Gold in ISRAEL?

First it was a nat u ral gas dis cov ery off shore in north -
ern Is rael, next came two large finds of oil off Is rael’s
coast, now there is a search for gold in south ern Is rael near 
the an cient site of Sol o mon’s cop per mines, just north of
Eilat.
Three com pa nies are now com pet ing for the right to drill
for gold.  Thus far they have found only trace amounts, but 
they won’t know for cer tain if the pro ject is worth while
un til the drill ing tests are com pleted.  An Is raeli of fi cial
said the gov ern ment plans to ac cept bids and award the
rights to only one com pany.  One prob lem may arise, how -
ever, be cause the desert area where they are drill ing has
been de clared a na ture pre serve and min ing is pres ently il -
le gal.

The Times of Israel, 6/9/12

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

And what so ever ye do, in word or in deed, do all 
in the name of the Lord Je sus, giv ing thanks to
God the Fa ther through him.   Colossians 3:17

THIS is one of the many pas sages of the Bi ble about
our daily life and our daily work.

The Scrip tures tell us that our daily work is a ser vice
unto God, yes, a means by which oth ers may be saved –
even those who are hard to win. 

In Lu ther’s day to marry and es tab lish a Chris tian
home was not con sid ered holy, but to re main un mar ried
and en ter a clois ter, on the other hand, was holy.  To be a
mother was not holy, but to be a nun was.  To do one’s
daily work was not holy, but to make pil grim ages and give 
gifts to mon as ter ies and churches was.

In this con nec tion, too, Lu ther brought to light once
again the Bib li cal view: God looks on the at ti tude of our
hearts.  In the daily life of the faith ful Chris tian there are
there fore no acts which in them selves are holy and oth ers
which in them selves are un holy.  No, all our deeds are
well-pleas ing to God if they are done in the right at ti tude
of heart; to the glory of God in Je sus’ name, in love to -
wards God in zeal for the wel fare of others.

Lu ther says there fore that it is just as well-pleas ing to
God that we sweep the floor as it is that we preach the
Gos pel, pro vided that both are done in the right at ti tude of
heart.  Whether we are to sweep or to preach is sim ply a
ques tion of the gift of grace that God has given us.

Do your or di nary daily work there fore, and re joice
that through it you are ren der ing a spir i tual ser vice ev ery
day.  By so do ing you shall also win souls for God, even
the hard est.  You shall win those who, the Scrip tures tell
us, can not be won by words.

                      Taken from God’s Word for Today by O.
Hallesby, Copyright – Augsburg Fortress, 

Permission Granted.

Ed i tor’s Note: “Let your light so shine be fore men, that
they may see your good works and glo rify your Fa ther in
heaven” Mat thew 5:16.
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HUMILITY

Two moun tain goats met head on.  They were face
to face on a very nar row ledge on a very high cliff.  It
was im pos si ble to pass each other.  It seemed to be a
prob lem with no so lu tion, but then one of the goats laid 
down and let the other one walk over it.  Se lected.

Ed i tor’s Note: Thanksgiving unto GOD is al -
ways timely but; Hu mil ity is one thing that you do not
thank GOD for; as soon as you do – you are ‘strug -
gling’ with PrIde!



Mirror of the Heart
TO THE READER

Peo ple’s tastes have been rad i cally changed, but truth
has not changed; that will re main eter nally un change able.  I 
live in the firm con vic tion that the spirit of the age will not
look with fa vor, and surely not with de light upon this work,
but rather with dis fa vor and dis ap proval.  It is plain that this
book let shows the devil as the au thor of sin, as well as
Christ in us as the au thor of life and free dom.  But the spirit
of the age laughs at the devil as if he does not ex ist.  It de -
nies his ex is tence and his in flu ence upon men.  

The spirit of the age does not be lieve in Christ ei ther,
nor the re demp tion through Him as the Bi ble plainly
teaches.  But when we know that this spirit is not of God but 
of the devil, then we do not worry whether this writ ing
pleases or not.  We hold plainly and firmly to the teach ings
of Christ and His apos tles, and we find them still so ex cel -
lent, so sav ing and sat is fy ing, that we will not ex change
them for any thing of the spirit of the age.  

Christ and His apos tles teach def i nitely that the King -
dom of God is within the be liev ers; that God dwells in them 
as His tem ple, rules, en light ens, and sanc ti fies them.  He
sus tains them by His di vine power, and gives them heav -
enly peace and eter nal life.  

Like wise, Sa tan has his king dom in the hearts of the
un be liev ers and un godly.  The evil one dwells in them,
works evil in them, and makes them mis er a ble and eter nally 
un happy.  Je sus teaches us that the en emy who sowed the
tares among the wheat while the peo ple slept is the devil
(Matt. 12:25, 29).  We know that there are tares among the
wheat; we can not deny nor ig nore that.  How can any one
then deny that there was a sower?  By de ny ing his work we
would thereby strengthen the cun ning en emy in sow ing his
evil seed.  Christ said to the wicked and un be liev ing: “Ye
are of your fa ther, the devil, and the lust of your fa ther ye
will do.  He is a mur derer from the be gin ning.  When he
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own, for he is a liar, and
the fa ther of it” (John 8:44).  The Apos tle Paul teaches that
Sa tan is the god of this world—the un godly, “In whom the
god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which be -
lieve not, lest the light of the glo ri ous gos pel of Christ, who
is the im age of God, should shine unto them” (II Cor.  4:4). 
It is therefore the devil’s work, a dev il ish blind ness not to
be lieve the Gos pel of Christ.  

Paul teaches also that Sa tan lives and car ries on his
work in the un be liev ers.  The un con verted are “dead in
tres passes and sins,” and they “walk ac cord ing to the
course of this world, ac cord ing to the prince of the pow ers
of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the chil dren of dis -
obe di ence” (Eph. 2:2).

Pe ter teaches that Sa tan is the ad ver sary of the be liev -
ers, their en emy and de ceiver.  He never rests, but al ways
steals around “as a roar ing lion seek ing whom he may de -
vour” (I Pe ter 5:8-9).  We must, there fore, be awake and so -
ber, and firmly re sist him in the faith.  

John teaches in Rev e la tion 12:9 that it is the “old ser -
pent, called the devil, and Sa tan, which deceiveth the whole 
world.”  In I John 3:8 it is stated: “He that committeth sin is
of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the be gin ning.  For
this pur pose the Son of God was man i fested, that He might
de stroy the works of the devil.” 

James ex horts: “Sub mit your selves there fore to God. 
Re sist the devil and he will flee from you” (James 4:7).  

Paul urges the be liev ers to “Put on the whole ar mour of 
God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil…that ye may be able to with stand in the evil day, and
hav ing done all to stand…And take the hel met of sal va tion,
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Eph. 
6:11,13,17).  

Those who be lieve the teach ings of Je sus and His apos -
tles do not doubt that the hu man heart is ei ther a tem ple of
God and the Holy Spirit, or the work shop of the devil.  As
Christ and the Holy Spirit live and work in the be liev ers, so
Sa tan con trols and car ries on his work in the wicked.  

These truly Bib li cal and Chris tian truths the Chris tian
Church has al ways be lieved.  

THE BOOK

In this lit tle book will be pre sented pic tures and char -
ac ters vi su al iz ing these Bib li cal truths.  It will ex plain and
ap ply them in or der to ter rify the un godly from the slav ery 
of sin and Sa tan, and also to en cour age and strengthen the
pi ous in the fear of God.  

In each of these pic tures can be seen a heart and a hu -
man face.  The whole man will be judged by the con di tion
of the heart, whether good or evil.  The face is like a sym -
bol which re flects the man’s in ner life.  From this, one may 
learn to which spirit he be longs.  

Dear friend!  By each pic ture look into your own
heart.  Ex am ine your in ner life and learn your true con di -
tion, whether it is Christ or Sa tan who con trols you;
whether it is God’s or Sa tan’s king dom within you;
whether you are a slave of sin and Sa tan or a free child of
God.  

14

This page and the fol low ing page is an ex cerpt taken
from the in tro duc tion and first chap ter from the book,
Mir ror of the Heart by an un known au thor.  This book
is avail able from the Hauge Innermission as shown on
page 16.  Sim ply use the en ve lope in the cen ter of the
mag a zine to or der.



The First Picture
The first pic ture shows the in ner life of the one

who serves sin and lets the devil rule.  
Such is the con di tion of the heart of the car nally

minded who gives him self to sin, and lives “ac cord ing to
the course of this world—ac cord ing to the prince of the
pow ers of the air; the spirit that now worketh in the chil -
dren of dis obe di ence” (Eph. 2:2).  

The face ex presses a thought less ness that gives no
heed to sin, con sid ers noth ing sin ful, in dulges in any thing
that the heart may de sire, lives friv o lously with out a
thought of God, eter nity, or judg ment.  The devil dwells in
his heart with his fol low ers.  

Seven of the most com mon deadly sins are vi su al ized
by seven crea tures.  

The PEACOCK, who with its ir i des cent plum age ex -
cels all other in dis play of ar ro gance, rep re sents hu man
pride.  Pride has be guiled many peo ple to think higher of
them selves than they ought to think, be cause of riches,
beauty, priv i leges or po si tion which they have re ceived of
God.  They ex alt them selves as if they are better than oth -
ers, and look down upon oth ers with con tempt.

The RAM, an ugly stink ing crea ture, is a pic ture of
im mo ral ity and las civ i ous ness.  

The BOAR is a pic ture of glut tony, drunk en ness, filth, 

and im mod er a tion.  
The TOAD, which lives on in sects, worms, and such

like, rep re sents av a rice, greed, and cov et ous ness which
lead men to in or di nate de sire for earthly things.  

The SERPENT, which be guiled and mis led our first
par ents be cause he en vied them their bless ed ness, is a true
pic ture of envy and jeal ousy.  

The TIGER, one of the most fe ro cious and sav age
beasts of prey, in di cates ha tred and re venge which may
lead men to the sav ag er ies of the beast.  

The TURTLE, the slow mov ing rep tile, rep re sents la -
zi ness, in do lence, and sloth ful ness.  

The HOLY SPIRIT is driven out of the heart.  Nev er -
the less, He does not cease to of fer the sin ner His grace and 
gifts.  This is il lus trated by the tongues of fire hov er ing
around the heart.  The Spirit is granted no en trance to the
heart, which is full of hor ri ble sins and dom i nated by Sa -
tan.  

The GOOD ANGEL, rep re sent ing Christ’s grace,
seeks by God’s word and other means to awaken the sin -
ner; but the man does not lis ten, nor will he take the warn -
ing to heart.  The sin ner is drugged and in tox i cated by the
plea sure and sen sual de sires of sin.  Oh, how many peo ple
live so se curely in this mis er a ble con di tion, as if there is
no dan ger threat en ing them.  They may have the name of
Chris tian, but they are the bond ser vants of sin and the
slaves of the devil: They have the name of be ing alive, but
are dead (Rev. 3:1).  

PRAYER 

O most mer ci ful God and Sav iour, look in Thy bound -
less grace down into the mis er a ble con di tion of my sin ful
heart.  En lighten my mind by the beams of Thy heav enly
light.  Cre ate light in my dark ness that I may know my self
and the con di tion of my heart.  Give me grace to be lib er -
ated from all the evil that clings to me in this wretched
con di tion.  Pre serve me, Mighty Sav iour, that I may never
will ingly give my heart to the dev il ish en emy, nor ever
grant him any room.  Wake me up to a con scious ness that,
“Who so ever committeth sin is the ser vant of sin,” and a
child of the devil.  May I re al ize that as many in dul gences
as I sub mit to, so many un clean spir its fill and pol lute my
heart.  

O Thou Cre ator and Lord of all things! Make my heart 
thine own dwell ing.  Why should I per mit Sa tan to use it
for his work shop? Thou, the Al mighty One, cleanse me
from all the pol lu tion of sin.  “Purge me with hys sop and I
shall be clean; wash me and I shall be whiter than
snow…Cre ate in me a clean heart, O God; and re new a
right spirit within me” (Psalm 51:7,10).  Make my heart a
holy tem ple, blessed Je sus, to the glory of Thy holy name.  
AMEN.  

15



16

noissi
mre

n
nI 

nare
h t

u
L eg

ua
H

 re t
ne

C 
g

n ilia
M 

& 
g

ni
 p

pi
h

S tI-
d

ne
S  

o/c

 .e
v

A tt
ocl

A tse
W 

6
2

0
1

7
3

5
6

5 
N

M ,slla
F s

u
gre

F

Vol ume XCIV  •  Num ber 11 • Novem ber, 2012 
(USPS 887-740) Dilworth, MN 56529

t
a 

di
a

P 
e

g
 at

s
o

P 
sl

a
 c i

d
 oi r

e
P

7
3

5
6

5  
N

M ,
sll

a
F 

s
u

gr
e

F

Up Date

Not Only!
Not only is it im por tant that you uti lize your

God-given priv i lege of vot ing for the bet ter ment of your 
com mu nity, state and na tion; BUT even more sig nif i -
cant is that ‘we’ keep eter nal val ues in view.

The only ‘real hope’ for our USA (other coun tries as 
well) is for all of ‘us’ to re mem ber that God is not
mocked!  This is TRUE of ‘us’ as in di vid u als, com mu -
ni ties, states & our na tion and the only ‘real hope’ is
REPENTANCE and “Be hold!  The Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world!”  John 1:29b.

Fi nan cially, the last months have been lean at the
time of writ ing this ‘UpDate’.  A word to the ‘wise‘
should be suf fi cient AS ‘we’ ‘walk cir cum spectly’, re -
deem ing the time’!  May GOD richly bless YOU as you
pray, en cour age and sup port this ‘min is try’.

Sep tem ber In come for Morn ing Glory was app.
$1,800.90

The ac tual cost of pub lish ing and mail ing each is -
sue (monthly) of the Morn ing Glory is app. $2,000. 
There are def i nitely other expenses in volved.

May YOU and Yours ex pe ri ence a Joy ful and
Blessed Thanksgiving Sea son!

The Hauge Library
We have three publications avail able for you. 

They can be or dered us ing the en ve lope in the cen ter.

Altar Steps

This daily de vo tional was writ -
ten by Pas tor R.P. Haakonson 
and was pub lished in 1947.  It is
suit able for fam i lies with chil -
dren.  It has il lus tra tions from
daily life, and a strong sal va tion
em pha sis.  Sug gested of fer ing: 
$5.00 plus $1.00 for post age.

Mirror of the Heart

This book was pub lished in 1900 
by an un known au thor.  It con -
tains some very ear nest med i ta -
tions and fer vent prayers.  It also
con tains ten very graphic pic -
tures of the hu man heart.  In side
the heart, the devil is vi su al ized
and also seven an i mals rep re -
sent ing some of the most prev a -
lent sins found in the heart of the im pen i tent sin ner. 
These pic tures show how these an i mals as sins are
driven out of the heart when the sin ner is con verted to
God, but how they re-en ter the heart when a per son
falls away from grace.  One pic ture vi su al izes the fear -
ful death of the un godly, and an other shows the blessed 
death of the righ teous.  Sug gested Of fer ing:  $3.00 plus 
75¢ for post age.

Sinners in the Hands 
of an Angry God

Jon a than Ed wards preached
this re mark able ser mon at
Enfield, Conn. on July 8, 1741. 
It was at night while he was
read ing it to a large con gre ga -
tion, that the lights be came dim
and he read with dif fi culty, and
the in flu ence was so great on the con gre ga tion that
strong men and women cried and screamed for mercy
and even grabbed the seats for fear they would slide
into hell that very mo ment.  Sug gested Of fer ing:  $1.00 
plus 50¢ for post age.

Altar 
Steps 

Rev. R.P. Haakonson

Author Unknown

Translated by Edward C. Eid 
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