
Strong In Battle
“Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the

strength of his might.  Put on the whole armor of 
God, that ye may be able to stand against the

wiles of the devil.  For our wrestling is not
against flesh and blood, but against the

principalities, against the powers, against the
world-rulers of this darkness, against the

spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly
places.  Wherefore take up the whole armor of

God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil
day, and, having done all, to stand.” 

Eph. 6:10-13

or a Chris tian life, is a bat tle.  No one who is de sir ous 
of doing the Lord’s will can go through life with out
meet ing op po si tion.  The pow ers which still rule in
and about the earth are en e mies of God’s peo ple. 

The Bi ble ad mon ishes us to fight the good fight so that we
may stand af ter hav ing emerged vic to ri ous over all op po -
si tion.  “He that overcometh shall thus be ar rayed in white 
gar ments; and I will in no wise blot his name out of the
book of life, and I will con fess his name be fore my Fa ther,
and be fore his an gels.” Rev. 3:5.  . . .

Many a Chris tian war rior has found life’s sweet est
honey in the midst of bat tle; he has been given a clearer vi -
sion, a new fire in the heart and a new power in his life.  I
dare say that if you want a Chris tian full of fresh vigor and
with an un im paired spir i tual vi sion search among those
who have been in bat tle and have re turned with vic tory. 
They have tasted the honey of life and their eyes have been 
enlightened.

The great est joy and pur est grat i tude is found in the
heart of a Chris tian who has been in bat tle and has won the
vic tory.  It is not in times of peace that a Chris tian co mes
clos est to his God, but in the vic to ri ous bat tle.  If this were

clear to all of us, many prob lems would be solved, many
tears wiped away, and man, a dis cour aged sol dier of the
Cross, would wield his sword with greater vigor.

The bat tle is not against flesh and blood (Ed. IN it -
self!).  It is not a war among peo ple as we usu ally think of
war, …  It is a spir i tual war fare.  No can non is seen or
heard; no sa ber glit ters in the sun shine, and no bay o net is
used against the en emy.  But it is war nev er the less; any one 
who is anx ious to save his soul will soon dis cover that.

The hosts of wick ed ness ar rayed against the Chris tian
can pos si bly be di vided into two groups.  The one group is
de scribed in our text as prin ci pal i ties, pow ers, and world
rul ers of this dark ness.  This must be those peo ple who
live out side of fel low ship with God.  

It is still true that in most places on this earth true
Chris tian ity has not pen e trated very far into the life of the
peo ple.  Those who rule are usu ally worldly peo ple.  They
have the power in this age, and it is likely that we shall
have no change un til Christ re turns.  Only rarely do they
rule in har mony with God’s Word and Spirit.  The spirit of
the world is like a boa con stric tor that is ready to crush its
vic tim; Chris tians meet it on ev ery hand.  As long as there
is a spark of spir i tual life in your and my heart we shall
have to bat tle against this evil spirit; if we do not, our
Chris tian ity will soon be a thing of the past.

The Chris tian needs to be clad in the full ar mor of God 
at all times; his bat tle field is in the worldly home, the
worldly busi ness places, in worldly so ci ety, in town hall
or the halls of Con gress.  Briefly, a Chris tian must be pre -
pared for war wher ever he is.  He who thinks him self spir i -
tu ally se cure will soon dis cover that the world is a strong
and dan ger ous en emy of ev ery thing that is from God.

Chris tians of a gen er a tion or two ago were very much
afraid of keep ing too much com pany with worldly peo ple; 
pos si bly they went too far in that di rec tion.  They for got
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that it was not hu man be ings they 
were to turn away from, but the
spirit which dom i nates in the
world.  It may be that we have
gone to the op po site ex treme;
Chris tians to day do not think of
the world as be ing par tic u larly
worldly.  Chris tian ity has been
made to fit into the scheme of
things in the world.  Chris tians of 
the pres ent day are not afraid of
be ing as so ci ated with worldly
peo ple in busi ness or pol i tics. 
When worldly peo ple are rea son -
able in their at ti tudes as they fre -
quently are, it is so easy for the
Chris tian to lay the sword aside. 
But then he does not have to go
much fur ther be fore he is a friend 
of the world and an enemy of
God

The friend ship of the world
is en mity with God.

It ap pears so in no cent to be
friendly with the world, it looks
so re fined too.   But it is not long
be fore the friend ship of the
world is found to be more de lec -
ta ble than the com pany of Chris -
tians.  When that hap pens we are
on slip pery ice; only God’s grace 
can keep us from fall ing.  As a fly 
is caught and loses its life in a
web of ex ceed ingly fine threads
wo ven by the spi der, so have
many Chris tians been caught in
the web of world li ness and have
lost their lives.   They died qui -
etly, yet so surely.   They for got
that they were at war; this was
the trag edy that spelled their
doom.

Here – pre cisely here – many 
pres ent day Chris tians are in
great dan ger; many have al ready
been de ceived, per haps even
with out know ing it.  While they
are boast ing of hav ing pro -
gressed far be yond the gloomy
spir i tu al ity of the pietists, they
have landed in a ver i ta ble black
death; they have pinned a Chris -

Morning Glory
Volume XCV – Number 11

November 2013

Editor: Pastor Rodney Stueland
508 5th St. NE, Dilworth, MN  56529

email:  haugerep@cableone.net

Send Announcements, Contributions, and Subscription Renewals to:
Barbara Stueland, 508 5th St. NE, Dilworth, MN  56529

Internet Web Site:  haugeinnermission.com.

PUBLICATION OFFICE:
HAGA PUBLISHING, 808 Martha Lake Court, Shoreview, MN  55126-5856

OFFICERS OF THE FEDERATION
President:  Kevin Gunderson  ...........................................................................Dexter, MN
Vice President:  ..........................................................................................................Vacant
Secretary:  Jim Haga ....................................................................................Shoreview, MN
Treasurer:  Paul Peterson..................................................................................Kenyon, MN
Wayne Almlie ..............................................................................................Des Moines, IA
Duane Nessa ................................................................................................Garden City, IA
Matt Peterson ...................................................................................................Kenyon, MN
Rodney Stueland.............................................................................................Dilworth, MN
Joel Zeltinger..................................................................................................Bismarck, ND

CONTRIBUTIONS TAX DEDUCTIBLE
The Hauge Lutheran Innermission Federation is registered with the Department of Internal Revenue
as a non-profit religious organization.  Contributions for all phases of the Hauge Federation are
deductible for income tax purposes.

Table of Contents
Strong in Battle ............................................................................................................1-3
Independence to Dependence • Tozer .............................................................................3
Editorial .......................................................................................................................4-5
Hans Nielsen Hauge......................................................................................................55
Green Pastures .............................................................................................................6-7
Precious Promises • But When You Sin..........................................................................7
Don’t Forget • Our Eternal Bodies..................................................................................8
Believable …Yet Unbelievable..................................................................................9-10
Never Stop Improving...................................................................................................10
Thanks I Needed That • Thy Will Be Done • Our Legacy............................................10
Does a Pastor Have Authority to Forgive Sin?........................................................11-12
Are You Blessed or More Blessed? ..............................................................................12
It Is Time To Count Your Blessings ..............................................................................13
Clouds Full of Water • Hanging on Nothing.................................................................14
Love and Prayer ............................................................................................................15
UpDate .........................................................................................................................16

MORNING GLORY (ISSN0745-5968, USPS 887-740) is published in January, February,
March, April, May, June, July, August, September, October, November and December, by
the Hauge Lutheran Innermission Federation, 508 5th St. NE, Dilworth, MN  56529, and
printed by Send-It Shipping & Mailing Center, 1026 West Alcott Ave., Fergus Falls, MN
56537. Periodicals postage paid at Fergus Falls, MN 56537.
POSTMASTER:  Send Address Changes to: Morning Glory, c/o Send-It Shipping &
Mailing Center, 1026 West Alcott Ave., Fergus Falls, MN 56537.



tian badge on the la pel of a worldly spirit.   They still want
to be known as Chris tians.  Thus hum bug is fre quently pa -
raded as Chris tian ity that has been lib er ated from ig no -
rance and su per sti tion; it is Chris tian ity that has grown to
maturity.

“Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his gar ments,
lest he walk na ked, and they see his shame.”

To re sist with all might
On ev ery hand
Is both proper and right
For him who will stand.
But it takes more than this a wreath to win,
Per sis tency alone will con quer sin.

             To be con tin ued

Taken from Spirit and Power by Ludvig Hope,
Chapter Strong in Battle, Copyright HLIF, 1959

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

From A Nation Of Independence To A
Nation Of Dependence

By Pas tor Da vid Barnhart, Ca nal Winchester, OH

As a na tion we are mov ing from a self-re li ant peo ple
to a peo ple de pend ent on gov ern ment for just about ev ery -
thing.  A re port from the Her i tage Foun da tion shows that
since 1960 the num ber of in di vid u als re ceiv ing gov ern -
ment fund ing has gone from 21.7 mil lion to 67.3 mil lion.  
Ap prox i mately 70 per cent of the fed eral bud get goes to
as sorted so cial and as sis tance pro grams.  At the same
time, 49.5 per cent of all Americans pay no income tax.

One in five or 47.73 mil lion per sons are now re ceiv -
ing food stamps, with a price tag of $81 bil lion per year. 
There has been an in crease in food stamp re cip i ents of
51.7 per cent since 2008.  Re cently the gov ern ment has
been run ning ads on tele vi sion en cour ag ing more peo ple
to sign up for food stamps.  Some lib eral pol i ti cians
falsely state that food stamps are an ef fec tive way to
stimulate the economy.

While our na tion should pro vide help to those truly in
need (Ed. OR the church), it would seem to day’s lib eral
pol i ti cians have an ill-ad vised plan to turn peo ple from
self-re li ance into a peo ple de pend ent on big gov ern ment
for their very sur vival. 

Excerpt taken from Vine and Branches, 2013

Ed i tor’s Note: As ‘men tioned’ be fore and IF I am not
mis taken: THREE things hap pened in China be fore the
Com mu nists took over China: 1. Im mo ral ity was ram pant; 

2. De pend/rely on the ‘gov ern ment’ for it will pro vide and
3. Reg is ter fire arms/guns!!!   WATCH OUT: So cial ism
and/or Isms are want ing to take over ‘our’ USA.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

TOZER ON BEING CALLED A MYSTIC

“Some of my friends good-humoredly – and some a
lit tle bit se verely – have called me a ‘mys tic.’  Well, I’d
like to say this about any mys ti cism I may sup pose to
have.  If an arch an gel from heaven were to come, and were 
to start giv ing me, tell ing me, teach ing me, and giv ing me
in struc tion, I’d ask him for the text.  I’d say, ‘Where’s it
say that in the Bi ble?  I want to know.’  And I would in sist
that it was ac cord ing to the scrip tures, be cause I do not be -
lieve in any ex tra-scrip tural teach ings, nor any anti-scrip -
tural teach ings, or any sub-scrip tural teach ings.  I think we 
ought to put the em pha sis where God puts it, and con tinue
to put it there, and to ex pound the Scrip tures, and stay by
the Scriptures.   I would n’t – no mat ter if I saw a light
above the light of the sun, I’d keep my mouth shut about it
‘til I’d checked with Dan iel and Rev e la tion and the rest of
the Scrip tures to see if it had any ba sis in truth.   And if it
did n’t, I’d think I’d just eaten some thing I should n’t, and I
would n’t say any thing about it.  Be cause I don‘t be lieve in
any thing that is un scrip tural or that is anti-scrip ture.”

What Difference Does the Holy Spirit Make?
A.W. Tozer.Selected

Ed i tor’s Note: Let “US” re main faith ful to the In -
spiration, In er rancy and In fal li bil ity of the Holy Scrip -
tures (ALL of the Bi ble)
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God’s Ability . . .
Is be yond our larg est prayers!  I have

been think ing of some of the pe ti tions that 
have en tered into my sup pli ca tions in nu -
mer a ble times.  What have I asked for? 

For a cup ful, and the ocean re mains!  For 
a sun beam, and the sun abides!  My best
ask ing falls im mea sur ably short of my

Fa ther’s giv ing; it is be yond what we can
ask or think.

J. H. Jowett
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Thanksgiving
It is ‘ben e fi cial’ for ‘us’ to know where ‘we’ came from, in or der to give ‘us’ a sense of ‘di rec -

tion’ of where we are go ing! 

ONE Au tumn night in 1607, a fur tive group of men,
women and chil dren set off in a re lay of small boats from
the Eng lish Vil lage of Scrooby, in pur suit of ‘free dom’ in
a fresh start; num ber ing no more of 50 to 60, as we know
to day as Pil grims.

Head ing across the North Sea to the Neth er lands with a
chance to build new lives, and to ‘Wor ship’ as they chose,
and to avoid the fate of fel low Sep a rat ists; who were
hanged for their re li gious be liefs in 1593…

In ‘our’ great USA since 1863, ‘Thanksgiving’ has been
ob served as a ‘hol i day.’  There are some who ac tu ally
claim that Thanksgiving day (?) be gan at El Paso, Texas,
in 1598.

Ac tu ally the first ‘Thanksgiving’ day (here in USA) was
in 1623 – when they gave ‘thanks’ when a much needed
rain ended a drought.  

ESPECIALLY in years gone by, ‘Thanksgiving Day’ was
ob served by church wor ship ser vice; rather than feast ing!

Pres i dent George Wash ing ton ac tu ally pro claimed the
FIRST Thanksgiving Day in ‘our’ be loved land  in
1789. 

Very ‘early’ in the morn ing of 8/25/13 (app. 3:40 a.m.)
‘our’ tele phone rang, which in formed ‘us’ that a se vere
thun der storm and light ning was in the mak ing for ‘our’
area with pos si ble high wind and hail.  (Ac tu ally we had a
very ‘wet’ spring and a dry sum mer up to this point): BUT 
in es sence ‘we’ did not re ceive a drop of rain!

NOW why is it that we readily ap pre ci ate the ‘Fore-Cast -
ers’ – fore-cast; BUT have such dif fi culty tak ing GOD AT 
HIS WORD (the Bi ble)?

“…They are clouds with out wa ter, car ried about by the
winds; late au tumn trees with out fruit, twice dead, pulled
up by the roots; rag ing waves of the sea, foam ing up their
own shame, wan der ing stars for whom is re served the
black ness of dark ness for ever.” Jude 12b & 13.

YET 

Seem ingly (at large) ‘we’ fail to re al ize ‘we’ are liv ing in
these days of ‘Apos tasy,’ fall ing away!

Now I want to em pha size the word REMEMBER, be -
cause “thanksgiving” is not nec es sar ily what you and I
pos sess (stew ards) now; but mem ory of the heart!

I re call be ing told about a lady, prob a bly in her ‘eight ies’

who was ex pe ri enc ing the pain of a tooth ache and un der
her ‘breath’ she was grum bling/com plain ing to the LORD 
in re gards to her dis com fort and then sud denly re al iz ing
she had never had a ‘tooth ache’ be fore in her en tire life. 
So quickly she be gan thank ing and prais ing her LORD!

REMEMBER you and I (and ev ery one else) were born
‘sin ners’ (Psalm 51:5, 58:3, Isa iah 53:6, Romans 3:10-20) 
and with ‘our’ spir i tual eyes blinded! 

It is good to keep this in ‘mind/heart’ when ‘we’ pray for
lost loved one, neigh bors, friends and who ever; but don’t
‘dwell’ on that in your ‘own’ per sonal life; but what  are
YOU now!  There is a dan ger on dwell ing too much of
what I was, be cause the very im por tant thing is where am
I stand ing now to day, spir i tu ally be fore ‘our’ thrice
HOLY GOD, now?  The BIBLE clearly states that ‘we’
are to ex am ine ‘our selves’ in the light of His Word! 
Scrip ture is clear in stat ing the ter ri ble ex pe ri ence that it is 
pos si ble for the ‘Spirit of the Lord’ to leave a per son and
that per son is not even aware of it – how tragic!  Thus ‘we’ 
need to keep in mind that ‘our’ heart is de ceit ful and des -
per ately ‘wicked’ Jer e miah 17:9 and not gam ble with
‘our’ eter nal Soul!   

Mar tin Lu ther shares that a liv ing faith (LIVES) as long
as it strug gles and that a per son will al ways end up back at 
CALVARY.  ALL ‘re deemed’ sin ners find that the ground
is level at the foot of CALVARY!  Isa iah 43:25-26, 44:22,
1 John 1:7-9, Col. 2:9-10, 1 Cor. 1:30-31 & 1 Thess. 2:4.

“Enoch walked with God”!  What a ‘tes ti mony’, In God’s 
Grace, can that be said about YOU?  Re mem ber what you
ARE speaks so loud that of ten they can not hear what you
say!  11 Co rin thi ans 5:7.

REMEMBER we def i nitely are liv ing in what the BIBLE
calls ‘Per il ous Times’, which means very dif fi cult times! 
Days of ‘de cep tion and Apos tasy/fall ing away.   

IN the ‘Luke warm’ church to day; if those who are in
‘lead er ship’ sense or re al ize you are about to ‘leave’ be -
cause of what Scrip ture states; likely they will seek to put
you in a role of lead er ship; like a Sunday School teacher,
Dea con, Trustee, etc.  Thus likely ‘hu man rea son ing’ will
say you must stay now as a Light and Salt; while the Bi ble 
(God) says: “And I heard an other voice from heaven say -
ing, ‘Come out of her my peo ple, lest you share in her
sins, and lest you re ceive of her plagues.  For her sins
have reached to heaven, and God has re mem ber her in iq -



5

Hans Nielsen Hauge
 died at age 53, on March 28,1824.  At the time of his

death, lay-fel low ship groups and prayer meet ings had
been or ga nized in ev ery one of Nor way’s 600 par ishes.

On his tomb stone is the fol low ing:  “Un til his last
breath he held fast to the faith, hope and love he had
spread among oth ers by word, deed, writ ings and Chris -
tian life.  He lived in the Lord; he died in the Lord; by the
grace of Je sus does he re ceive eter nal sal va tion.”

The in flu ence of Hans Niel sen Hauge con tin ues to
this day in Nor way and through out much of the world. 

Nor we gian im mi grants to Eu rope and the United States
faith fully wit nessed the gos pel, en cour ag ing peo ple to
have a per sonal con ver sion to Christ and to live out their
lives in ho li ness be fore God and man.  Many true Lu -
theran con gre ga tions to day highly es teem their Haugian
heritage.

ALSO as a result, the Hauge Lutheran Innermission
Federation publishes the Morning Glory, conducts
spiritual-life Bible Conferences, sponsors evangelistic
meetings and has a limited amount of Scriptural Christian
literature for donations.

Selected.

ui ties.’”Rev e la tion 18:4-5, 11 Thessalonians 3:5-6, 1
Sam uel 15:22-24, Rev. 2:4, 3:3.  ONE has said that IF
there is a time in your life and you loved Je sus more than
you love Him now; you are in a back-slid den po si tion.

BUT ‘re mem ber’ when you have to leave a con gre ga -
tion/group; you do so be cause of what Scrip ture states and 
not at all a ‘per son al ity dif fer ence’ or any ‘root’ of bit ter -
ness, etc.   LOVE is tested by ‘obe di ence’ to His Word! 
“’Sanc tify (set apart & unto) them by Your truth.  Your
word is truth.’”  John 17:17.  Re mem ber ‘Free dom’ both
phys i cally and spir i tu ally is never FREE!  (Sal va tion is
free (God’s Grace)); but there def i nitely is a cost in volved
in true dis ci ple ship.  Most cer tainly ‘we’ are in a in tense
spir i tual bat tle/war ship!

REMEMBER that at the time of the in sti tu tion of the Sac -
ra ment of the Lord’s Sup per, when JESUS said one of you 
are go ing to ‘be tray me’; they did not point their fin ger at
Ju das, but asked the very heart search ing ques tion: “Lord, 
is it I?”  Mar tin Lu ther also shared that the one who does
not ‘fear him self’ has the great est rea son to ‘fear’ of all! 
Prov erbs 3:5-6, He brews 4:11-16, Psalm 80:18b-19,
119:149.   

How tragic, but re al is tic that ‘de cep tion’ in our ‘day’ is
ram pant, which should n’t catch ‘us’ by sur prise; be cause
God in His In fi nite LOVE tells ‘us’ in His Holy Word
about false proph ets, those who fol low ‘signs and won -
ders’ that the very ‘elect’ shall be de ceived IF pos si ble! 
Mat thew 24 & 25.  Yes, there are those who are ‘de ceiv -
ing and be ing de ceived’ them selves: es pe cially so in ‘per -
il ous times’.  “For such are false apos tles, de ceit ful
work ers, trans form ing them selves into apos tles of Christ.   
And no won der!  For Sa tan him self trans forms him self
into an an gel of light.” 11 Co rin thi ans 11:3, 13-14,
Galatians 1:1-9.

REMEMBER while you go through var i ous ‘af flic tions’
that cruel tool is held with nail pierced ‘hands’ for ‘our’
good with one of two pur poses in In fi nite LOVE and that
is ei ther to show us our need of a ‘Liv ing Sav ior’ and/or to 

get us grow deeper roots into HIS Word in or der that our
lives might be more boun ti ful to His Glory!  Psalm
119:65-72, Romans 8:28 – 29, He brews 12:5-13.

 REMEMBER, please to not gam ble with the eter nal
soul that you ARE!  The most dan ger ous lies are those
clos est to the TRUTH!

REMEMBER it is not too late yet for GOD to turn the 
USA around as there is def i nite ‘hope’ in HIM!  GOD is
the same as ‘yes ter-year’, the Holy Spirit and the In cor -
rupt ible Word of God, the Bi ble.  Luke 18:1-8, 11 Chr.
16:9, 7:14, Malachi 3:6, He brews 13:8.

REMEMBER not only live your ‘Chris tian ity’, BUT
tell of what JESUS has done in your life, but is do ing to
your chil dren, grand-chil dren, great grand-chil dren and
on! 

REMEMBER in the LORD, ‘we’ (Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion/Morn ing Glory) are de pend ent
upon you to help keep this ‘min is try’ alive and well!

REMEMBER one of the ‘ear marks’ of a ‘born again’
per son is love (ded i ca tion/com mit ment) for the breth ren:
He brews 13:1, 1 John 3:14, 4:21, see how they LOVE one 
an other, Mat thew 24:12,John 13:34-35.  

REMEMBER

“En cour age one an other daily, as long as it is called
To day…  We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly 
till the end the con fi dence we had at first.” He brews
3:13-14 (NIV) and Where there is NO vi sion the peo ple
per ish!

REMEMBER

Peo ple in the Old Tes ta ment and in the New Tes ta -
ment‘dwelt in ta ber na cles/tem ples/tents IDENTICAL  to
YOU and ME!! Jer e miah 9:1, Psalm 119:136, Romans
9:1-5

Oh, that God could in still in ‘us’ greater 
LOVE for JESUS & His King dom Work!! 



GREEN PASTURES
(Con tin ued from last is sue of MG)

Green pas tures are lit er ally “pas tures of ten der grass.” 
… Mof fat says, “He makes me lie in mead ows green.”

The green pas tures are the young, ten der, tasty, nu tri -
tive grass upon which the sheep feed.

For us, we re peat, the green pas tures are the tasty, nu tri -
tive Scrip tures.

The Psalm ist said, “How sweet are thy words unto my
taste!  Yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth.”  “They shall
hear my words for they are sweet.”  Food gives us phys i cal
strength; so also food gives us spir i tual strength.  

When there was a scar city of cop ies of the Bi ble and a
copy was chained to a pil lar in St. Paul’s Ca the dral, there
was chained to that pil lar green pas tures where the sheep of
God might come and eat to the full.

We read the ex pe ri ence of a Cath o lic boy of many,
many years ago.  Some pages of the Bi ble fell into his
hands.  He read them and be lieved them, and ex pe ri enced
the great change that co mes in re gen er a tion.  His mother, a
fa nat i cal Cath o lic, could not un der stand the change that had 
taken place in her son.  She thought that maybe it had some -
thing to do with the se crecy of his room at night, for he re -
tired to his room ev ery eve ning and locked the door.  One
night she peeked through the key hole, saw him take some
pa pers out of the mat tress where they were hid den.  She
watched him read with a smile on his lips and a shine in his
eyes.  The next day, while her son was away, she went into
his room and re moved the pages of the Book from the hid -
ing place in the mat tress.  She took them to her priest, with
the re sult that her son was brought be fore the cruel In qui si -
tion and con demned.  That boy was a sheep of God feed ing
in the green pas tures of the Word, but more than that: he
was hon ored by be ing counted wor thy to “suf fer for His
sake,” and even when tied to a stake in the val ley of the
shadow of death he feared no evil, for the Good Shep herd
was with him, watch ing over His sheep.

The trou ble with too many sheep of God to day is that
they wan der in fields where there is no pas ture.  They are
like Mephibosheth, the son of Jon a than, who lived in
Lodebar, which means “no pas ture.”

The world is noth ing but a howl ing wil der ness in
which a child of God can never find nour ish ment.  Too
many are like the prod i gal son who turned his back on fa -
ther and on fa ther’s home to walk his own path of self-will,
wast ing his sub stance in ri ot ous liv ing un til at last he came,
not to the green pas tures where the sheep fed, but to the
fields of husks where the swine fed.  Swine’s food will
never nour ish a sheep of God.

Too many times the sheep wan der in fields where nox -
ious weeds grow.  They be come poi soned with the false

doc trines of the day.  There is no nour ish ment in er ror-only
deadly dan ger.

Some pas tures are with ered and dry.  News pa pers,
mag a zines, man’s books do not nour ish spir i tual life.  I am
not say ing that we should not know the news, that we
should not read ser mons and com men tar ies, that we should
not fol low our Fa ther’s work in the world, but I am say ing
that the spir i tual na ture of God’s sheep de mands the green
pas tures of God’s Word.

The test of real food is its sus tain ing power.  One may
eat a great deal of food that nei ther strength ens nor sus tains.  
I have read that on one oc ca sion when the Jews were driven
from Rus sia with out even the bare ne ces si ties of life, they
ground up weeds, mixed them with clay, to try to sat isfy
their hun ger.  The ter ri ble edge of ap pe tite was dulled in this 
way, but the peo ple still died for there was no food value in
what they ate.

The pas tures of God are al ways un fail ing in sup ply. 
We can not walk with our Shep herd with out find ing them. 
Two dis ci ples on the way to Emmaus had lost all their spir i -
tual zest, but as they walked with Him they were led by
Him into the green pas tures of the Word, and they re turned
to Je ru sa lem filled with zeal.  God’s pas tures are ready at
ev ery hour of need.

“He maketh me to lie down” gives to us a pic ture of re -
pose.  It is a pic ture of full ness and sat is fac tion.  Sheep will
not lie down when they are hun gry.  If you see a sheep ly ing 
down in green pas tures, you may be sure the sheep is sat is -
fied.  Sheep do not eat ly ing down.  If you put a tuft of
sweet, ten der grass un der the nose of a ly ing sheep it will
not eat it un less it first rises to its feet.  Such full ness and
sat is fac tion can only come to us through the Word. 

The rest of the sheep is not an idle rest.  Sheep do not lie
down to feed, but they chew the cud.  They bring up from the 
first stom ach the grass they have eaten and chew it over and
over and over again.  The sheep is a ru mi nant.  Re mem ber
that in the Law of Mo ses God de clared that the clean an i mals 
were the ones that chewed the cud and di vided the hoof. 
That re fers to proper di ges tion and a steady walk.  It is these
things that make us clean in the sight of God.  In Psalm 1 we
read: “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the coun sel of
the un godly, nor standeth in the way of sin ners, nor sitteth in
the seat of the scorn ful.  His de light is in the law of the Lord;
and in his law doth he med i tate day and night.”  That word
“med i tate” is re ally “ru mi nate,” and merely means chew ing
the cud.  Too many times we read the Word of God hast ily. 
Too many times we read a large por tion merely to say we
have read so much.  The Bi ble should be read, but it would
be better to take one verse and chew it over and over and over 
again to get the sweet ness and strength out of it than to read
three chap ters or a whole book and not know what we have
read when we have fin ished…
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The shep herd is sat is fied to have the sheep ly ing down
chew ing the cud, for he knows they are putt ing on fat and
grow ing wool.  Our Shep herd de lights in our soul-fat ness,
too, and in the wool of our ser vice and praise by which He is
en riched.

“He maketh me to lie down.”  This is a ly ing down un der 
lov ing con straint and com pul sion.  It seems that some times
we need to be made to lie down that He might ac com plish
His pur pose in us.  Paul was made to lie down in green pas -
tures in a Ro man prison.  Out of those green pas tures came
the fat ness of Ephe sians, Philippians, and Colossians.  John
Bun yan was made to lie down in green pas tures in the Bed -
ford jail, and out of those green pas tures came the wool of
“Pil grim’s Prog ress.”  Dr. J. R. Miller said, I found green pas -
tures in the lit tle white bed of the hos pi tal.”  So some times He 
puts us on beds that we might ru mi nate.  Too many times
men break down spir i tu ally be cause they will not lie down. 
The dis ci ples, at our Lord’s com mand, could make five thou -
sand sit down upon the ten der green grass to sat isfy their nat -
u ral hun ger from His abun dance.  There is blessed con straint
in that “maketh me,” for it means to sat isfy our spir i tual hun -
ger out of His abun dance.  

           Taken from The Psalm of Psalms by R. L. Moyer,
D.D. , Copyright 1945, World Wide Publications

He has given us his very great and pre cious prom ises

2 Pe ter 1:4

When a ship builder erects a boat, does he do so only to
keep it on the scaf fold ing?  No, he builds it to sail the seas and
to weather the storms.  In fact, if he does not think of strong
winds and hur ri canes as he builds it, he is a poor ship builder.

In the same way, when God made you a be liever, He
meant to test you.  And when He gave you prom ises and
asked you to trust them, He made His prom ises suit able for
times of storms and high seas.  Do you be lieve that some of
His prom ises are coun ter feit, sim i lar to a life vest that looks
good in the store but is of no use in the sea?

We have all seen swords that are beau ti ful but are use less 
in war, or shoes made for dec o ra tion but not for walk ing.  Yet
God’s shoes are made of iron and brass, and we can walk all
the way to heaven in them, with out ever wear ing them out. 
And we could swim the At lan tic a thou sand times in His life
vest, with no fear of ever sink ing.  His Word of prom ise is
meant to be tried and tested.  

There is noth ing Christ dis likes more than for His peo ple 
to pub licly pro fess Him and then not use Him.  He loves for
us to make use of Him, for His cov e nant bless ings are not
sim ply meant to be looked at but should be ap pro pri ated. 
Our Lord Je sus has been given to us for our pres ent use.  Are
you mak ing use of Him as you should?

O be loved, I plead with you not to treat God’s prom ises
as some thing to be dis played in a mu seum but to use them as
ev ery day sources of com fort.  And when ever you have a time 
of need, trust the Lord.                        Charles H. Spurgeon

Go to the depths of God’s prom ise,
And claim what so ever you will’
The bless ing of God will not fail you,
His Word He will surely ful fill.

How can God say no to some thing He has prom ised?

Taken from Streams in the Desert by L. B. Cow man, ©
1996 by Zondervan

But When You Sin

“And if any man sin, we have an ad vo cate with the Fa -
ther, Je sus Christ the righ teous.”1 John 2:1

There is no sug ges tion any where in Scrip ture that any
per son can be sin less.  “All have sinned” (Romans 3:23), the
Bi ble boldly de clares. “There is none righ teous, no, not
one”(Romans 3:10).  Re pen tance to ward God (Acts 20:21)
and sal va tion by God (2 Co rin thi ans 7:10) eter nally set tles
the is sue of the sin ful con di tion in her ent in us (Ephe sians
2:1-8).  How ever, even though we have been “made the righ -
teous ness of God in him” (2 Co rin thi ans 5:21), we still com -
mit sin ful acts (1 John 1:8-10)!

Hal le lu jah for the Ad vo cate!  What a blessed prom ise it
is that is re corded for us that the same Je sus Christ who died
for our sins, who rose from the grave in glo ri ous vic tory over
sin, “is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh in ter -
ces sion for us” (Romans 8:34).

Al though our se cu rity in the com pleted work of Christ
Je sus is “for ever” (He brews 10:12), our great High Priest
(He brews 4:14) stands ready to re but the con stant ef forts of
Sa tan to flaunt our sins be fore the holy throne of God (Rev e -
la tion 12:10).  We have no stand ing there on our own.  Our
life, even though for given and “res cued” from sin, still is
tainted with the deeds and con se quences of evil choices. 
Even the body in which we live houses “no good thing”
(Romans 7:1).

Were it up to us to “be holy,” we would quickly be de -
famed by the re al ity of our life.  The child of God, though re -
deemed by “the pre cious blood of Christ” (1 Pe ter 1:19), has 
no abil ity to plead Christ’s work in per son be fore the throne. 
“Where fore he (Je sus) is able also to save them to the ut ter -
most that come unto God by him, see ing he ever liveth to
make in ter ces sion for them”  (He brews 7:25).  

          Henry M. Mor ris III, D.Min

      Taken from Days of Praise, By Institute for Creation
Research, Copyright 2013, Permission Granted.



Don’t Forget
Read: Deu ter on omy 8:7 – 18

Be ware that you do not for get the LORD your God.
Deu ter on omy 8:11

I don’t agree with those who rail against ma te rial
things and say that own ing stuff is in her ently evil.  And I
have to ad mit that I’m a con sumer – of ten tempted to pad
my pile of trea sures with items I think I need.

But I do rec og nize that one of the dan gers of own ing a
lot of stuff is that it can lead to spir i tual loss.  The more we
have and the more we feel as if we have all we need, the
more prone we are to for get our need for God and even our 
de sire for Him.  Yet, iron i cally, ev ery thing we have co mes
ul ti mately from God, who “gives us richly all things to en -
joy” (1 Tim o thy 6:17).

Sadly, our en joy ment of God’s pro vi sions might just
mean that we end up lov ing the gift and for get ting the
Giver.  This is why, when God was get ting ready to give
His peo ple a life full of bounty in the Prom ised Land of
good and plenty, He warned, “Be ware that you do not for -
get the LORD your God” (Deut. 8:11).

If God has al lowed you to en joy ma te rial abun dance,
re mind your self where it came from.  In fact, all of us,
whether rich in this world’s goods or not, have much to be
thank ful for.  Let’s heed the warn ing not to for get the Lord
and praise Him for His abun dant good ness.        Joe Stowell 

I’d rather have Je sus than sil ver or gold, 
I’d rather be His than have riches un told;
I’d rather have Je sus than any thing
This world af fords to day.  – Miller

Love the Giver more than the gifts!

Taken from Our Daily Bread, Copyright 2013, Radio
Bible Class, Permission Given.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Our Eternal Bodies

“Who shall change our vile body, that it may be
fashioned like unto his glorious body, according

to the working whereby he is able even to
subdue all things unto himself.”  

Philippians 3:21

Only those re li gions which be lieve in spe cial cre ation
– that is, Orthodox Ju da ism, Is lam, and Chris tian ity – also
be lieve in a bodily res ur rec tion.  Of the three creationist/
resurrectionist re li gion, how ever, only the CHRISTIAN
FAITH ac knowl edges that the res ur rec tion can be pos si ble 
only when the CREATOR be comes the aton ing Sav ior,

dy ing for sin and thereby de feat ing death.
When Christ arose from the tomb, He could pro claim,

“I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, be hold, I am alive 
for ev er more” (Rev e la tion 1:18).  His res ur rec tion body
was the same phys i cal body that had been in the grave,
able to be touched and even re tain ing its cru ci fix ion scars.  
Nev er the less, it was dif fer ent, a “spir i tual” body (1 Co rin -
thi ans 15:42-49), con trolled by spir i tual forces.  Our pres -
ent “nat u ral” bod ies are con trolled by nat u ral forces, but
the res ur rected Christ could move quickly from Earth to
heaven, and could pass through closed doors (John 20:17,
19, 26). 

But our res ur rec tion bod ies will be like His some day,
ac cord ing to the “work ing of his mighty power, Which he
wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead”
(Ephe sians 1:19-20).   By that same “work ing,” He is able
to sub due all things, for He is the Cre ator of all things
(Colossians 1:16).  Our “vile” bod ies will be come “glo ri -
ous” bod ies, no lon ger sub ject to sick ness and ag ing, or
lust and evil passions.  

 “This cor rupt ible shall have put on incorruption” (1
Co rin thi ans 15:54).  “We know that, when he shall ap pear, 
we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is” (1 John
3:2).  This is the blessed hope of the gen u ine Chris tian.

        Henry M. Mor ris, Ph.D. 

Taken from Days of Praise, By Institute for Creation
Research” Copyright2013, Permission Granted.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Pray for the Impossible
It is eas ier for God to do a dif fi cult thing than an easy

thing.  The very struc ture of His in fi nite na ture is such that
He lives in the realm of the su per nat u ral, the om nip o tent
and the infinite.

When we ask Him for some easy and tri fling thing,
there is al ways a dan ger of our min gling with our faith a
cer tain amount of hu man rea son ing and look ing quite as
much to sec ond causes as to God.  But when we come out
into the clear light and the high al ti tude of the im pos si ble,
then there is no place for any thing but God; and He is un -
tram meled by our hu man reasonings and lim it ing
unbeliefs.          A. B. Simpson 
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THANKS!

“Oh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for His 
goodness, and for His wonderful works to the

children of men!”  
Psalm 107:8, 15, 21, 31. (James 1:17 & Romans 2:4).



Believable …Yet Unbelievable

New ‘Scouting’ Program for Boys –
God-honoring, Christ Centered

A Nash ville con ven tion has ended with the launch ing
of a new Christ-Cen tered Or ga ni za tion for boys to pro vide 
a faith-based pro gram for those who have be come dis en -
chanted with ‘Boy Scouts of Amer ica’ called ‘Trail Life
USA’.  

There was rep re sen ta tion at this con ven tion from
forty-four states and in formed that this ‘or ga ni za tion’ is
based on the Bi ble and that ‘Trail Life USA’ is part ner ing
with “Amer i can Her i tage Girls”.      Selected 

Reactions to First Gay Bishop (ELCA)

Mi chael Coo per–White, “I don’t ex pect it (Erwin’s
elec tion) to cause a lot of rip ples, frankly.  Those who
would have been trou bled by the de ci sion left four years
ago when the ELCA changed its stance on sex u al ity.  This
is not huge news, the way it was news four years ago.” 
Mi chael Coo per-White, Pres i dent, ELCA Lu theran Theo -
log i cal Sem i nary at Gettysburg.

Ed i tor’s Note:   Please keep ALWAYS in mind when
these ‘er rors’, Doc trines, Con vic tions come to your at ten -
tion; it is not ‘per son al ity’ clashes (dis putes) BUT ‘prin ci -
ples, con vic tions.  What does God’s Holy Word/ Scrip ture 
teach for that is the bot tom line (which is the all im por tant
fac tor)?  “Now I urge you, breth ren, note those who
cause di vi sions an of fenses, con trary to the doc trine
which you learned, and avoid them, For those who are
such do not serve our Lord Je sus Christ,…” Romans
16:17-18, 11 Tim o thy 3:16-17.

The tower of Babel was a religious
tower…

“The idea that an cient men were prim i tive brutes,
cave men, is a lie that fits the evo lu tion ary model but does -
n’t ex plain the ev i dence that an cient man was bril liant. 
Adam was cre ated in the ‘im age’ of God, by God’s own
do ing!  The cave man myth con tra dicts the Bib li cal ac -
count that def i nitely in di cates men be fore the flood were
ex tremely in tel li gent, lived hun dreds of years and in -
vented amaz ing things.  For ex am ple: How did an cient
man move mas sive 100-ton stones and fit them so pre -
cisely to gether in the build ing of ‘pyr a mids’ that you can -
not slide a credit card in the joints?

As ‘man’ tried/wanted to be ‘god’, the Tower of Ba bel 
was a re li gious tower show ing re bel lion against the One

and Only TRUE GOD!

ELCA Releases NEW BIBLE to match its 
Theology

The Evan gel i cal Lu theran Church in Amer ica
(ELCA), through its pub lish ing arm Sparkhouse, re cently
an nounced the re lease of a new ver sion of the Bi ble called
“An i mate.”  Like many to day who do not ap pre ci ate what
the Bi ble teaches about var i ous sub jects, the ELCA was
in clined to write its own version.

The An i mate Bi ble was loosely trans lated by a group
of lead ers from the Emer gent Church, and much of it re -
flects the Emer gent Church’s off-the-wall the ol ogy as
well as the strange the ol ogy now be ing pro moted within
the ELCA.  …

Taken from Vine and Branches, Issue 4, 2013.

Pastor Unmoved at Danger

“My col league and I vis ited Pas tor Emre, a hum ble
but pow er ful Turk ish be liever.  In Jan u ary, 2013 he
learned that more than a dozen in di vid u als, in clud ing
some who had in fil trated his church and even babysat his
chil dren, had con spired to as sas si nate him.  De spite this
alarm ing news and pain ful be trayal Emre re mained un -
moved in his com mit ment to King dom work in Tur key
and he even for gave those who con spired against him.”

Voice of the Martyrs

Jay Bakker, son of Jim and Tammy
Bakker, starts New Church in
Minneapolis Bar

The ELCA ap par ently likes Jay Bakker’s style and
the ol ogy enough to ask him to be one of the com men ta tors 
for their new “An i mate Bible.”

This past April Jay Bakker, long as so ci ated with the
Emer gent Church, chose Min ne ap o lis, Min ne sota as the
lo ca tion for his new church that will be lo cated in a bar.

A re cent (fairly) ar ti cle in the Min ne ap o lis Star Tri -
bune stated that Bakker chose the lo ca tion be cause of
“Min ne sota’s grow ing prom i nence in the Emerg ing
Church move ment, an un con ven tional, broad-minded
brand of Chris tian ity that ques tions tra di tional re li gious
la bels and prac tices.”  There are ap prox i mately six Emer -
gent churches in the Twin Cities area.

The ar ti cle fur ther stated: “Cov ered in tat toos and
piercings, Bakker looks more like a hip ster than a min is -
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ter—quite dif fer ent in style and be liefs from his evan gel i -
cal par ents, who made head lines in the 1980s for their PTL 
min is try and sub se quent fall from grace and scan dal and
fraud.   Bakker is lib eral-lean ing on so cial is sues and a fer -
vent gay rights sup porter.  He has mar ried same-sex cou -
ples in Hew Your where the prac tice is le gal.  Tony Jones,
theo lo gian-in-res i dence at Sol o mon’s Porch in South
Min ne ap o lis, is close friends with Jay Bakker.”  

Taken from Vine and Branches, Issue 4, 2013.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Thanks, I needed That!

Psalm 141:5-10

The psalm ist Da vid thanks the Lord for those who ad -
mon ish and cor rect: “Let the righ teous smite me; it shall
be a kind ness; and let him re prove me; it shall be an ex cel -
lent oil …”(V. 5).  Sol o mon con curs; “Faith ful are the
wounds of a friend” (Prov. 27:6).  The best friends are not
nec es sar ily those who are ready to com mend, com pli ment
and say what ever is re quired at the mo ment to make us
feel better.  The friend in deed is the one who will speak the 
truth in love, even if that means we might be pained for a
time due to a needed word of ex hor ta tion or even re buke. 
“The righ teous” who thus speak are ex actly that, “righ -
teous” – they speak what is right and what is re quired ac -
cord ing to God’s truth.  The coun sel of godly as so ci ates,
even if it “smites: or hits us right where it hurts, in in valu -
able; such ex hor ta tion is an “ex cel lent oil” – it is just what
is needed to med i cate our back slid ing heart or to prod us
in the right way.  Godly fel low ship are a bless ing and spir -
i tual help (vv. 5b, 6); how ever, com pro mised as so ci a tions
al ways re sult in spir i tual de bil i ta tion (1:1, 4-6; 119:63).  

The psalm ist con cludes by say ing that even though he
may be fac ing a des per ate sit u a tion in which it ap pears
that his en e mies have gained the vic tory, his eyes are still
on the Lord (vv. 7-8).  When the pros pect of de liv er ance
seems im pos si ble, God’s pro vi sion is near.  The Lord will
cer tainly not leave His child to be a prey for the ad ver sary,
and we can trust our God to de liver us from the en trap -
ments of the wicked (vv. 9-10).  God can coun ter any thing
the Devil throws our way, but we must turn to Him as did
the psalm ist Da vid.  May this mar vel ous pe ti tion of Psalm
141 be ours to day.

           Den nis W. Costella 

Taken from Feature, Fundamental Evangelistic Ass.,
Copyright 2009, Permission Granted,   559- 438-0080

THY WILL BE DONE
Thy Will be done in our life each day,

Lead us to Your good and only per fect way.

Help us to shun evil and harm as oth ers we meet.

May our dis po si tion be al ways lov ing and sweet.

Thy Will be done when trag edy may come our way.

Though not un der stand ing, help us to ac cept we pray.

When all of life seems hope less and our out look de feat,

You are still on Your throne, our needs to meet.

Thy Will be done when coun tries fool ishly go to war.

Give us the peace within that will al ways en dure.

When our coun try for sakes You and en cour ages sin,

Keep us as sured in the end righ teous ness will win.

Thy Will be done when the in come seems far too low,

In stead of de spair may our faith in you in creas ingly grow, 

You have prom ised to sup ply all of our need.

Help us to avoid con fus ing this with greed.

Thy Will be done when life co mes to an end.

Help us re al ize the faith ful have a Sav ior and friend.

We need not fear the grave or what lies ahead.

We can have the as sur ance of eter nal life in stead.
By James M. Hite

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Our Legacy

“They who would give up an essential
liberty for temporary security deserve

neither liberty or security.”

Benjamin Franklin

*********

“So great is my veneration for the Bible
that the earlier my children begin to read
it, the more confident will be my hope that 

they will prove useful citizens to their
country and respectable member of

society.”

John Quincy Adams
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Does A Pastor Have Authority to Forgive Sins?
“But in order that you may know that the Son of Man 

has authority on earth to forgive sins.” (Mark 2:10)

In some lit ur gies, af ter the con fes sion of sin, the pas -
tor stands in front of the con gre ga tion and pro nounces
some thing sim i lar to this:

“Upon this your con fes sion, I, by vir tue of my of -
fice, as a called and or dained ser vant of the Word, 
an nounce the grace of God unto all of you, and in
the stead and by the com mand of my Lord Je sus
Christ, I for give you all your sins, in the name of
the Fa ther and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.”

Note that he is not just pro nounc ing God’s for give -
ness, but he him self is for giv ing the lis ten ers their sins. 
Does he have the au thor ity un der God to do this?  

Were you to ques tion a pas tor on this, he would prob a -
bly tell you that Je sus prom ised the apos tles that they
could for give and re tain the sins of oth ers.  “If you for give
the sins of any, their sins have been for given them; if you
re tain the sins of any, they have been re tained.” (John 20:23) 

It is called “The Of fice of the Keys” where the pas tors are
said to have this au thor ity to “bind and loose, or for give
and re tain,” the sins of oth ers based upon John 20:23.

Please note two im por tant things about this verse. 
First, it is pro nounced to the apos tles only, not to the pas -
tors of churches.   Both Tim o thy and Ti tus were pas tors
and the apos tle Paul never said any thing of this sort to
them. We would only be lieve this would be true for pas -
tors to day if we believed in Ap os tolic Suc ces sion – which
is the false no tion that the ap os tolic of fice con tin ues
through the pas tors to day.

Sec ondly, there is no re cord in Scrip ture of the apos -
tles them selves ever for giv ing or re tain ing the sins of oth -
ers. Rather, Scrip ture re cords where they pro nounced
(preached or wrote) what God had said in His Word about
re pen tance of sin and faith in Je sus in or der to receive for -
give ness of sins from God.

On the day of Pen te cost, Pe ter preached to the crowd
as sem bled in Je ru sa lem.  They were pricked to the heart of 
their sins and their need for sal va tion.  They then asked the 
apos tle Pe ter what they must do.  Pe ter’s re ply was this: 
“Re pent, and let each of you be bap tized in the name of Je -
sus Christ for the for give ness of your sins; and you shall
re ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38).  No tice that
Pe ter did not for give these peo ple their sins, rather he told
them what they must do in or der that God could for give
them their sins. Also, the apos tle Paul pro nounced what

God would say about peo ple and their sins:  “And if Christ 
has not been raised, your faith is worth less, you are still in
your sins.” (1 Cor. 15:17)  Paul was mak ing a rhe tor i cal ar -
gu ment for the res ur rec tion of Christ and stat ing that, if Je -
sus were not raised, you would still be in your sins.  No tice 
that he did not tell them, “I re tain your sins, and there fore
you are still in them;” rather he was stat ing that only the
res ur rected Christ can for give sins, and if He be not risen,
then you are in your sins.  (Thank God that Christ is risen!)

No tice in these two ex am ples of the apos tles for giv ing 
and re tain ing sins that they were sim ply pro nounc ing what 
the Scrip ture re cords:  Any one who co mes to Je sus in re -
pen tance of sin and faith in Him has the prom ise of Scrip -
ture of for give ness of sins from Je sus, not through any
other agent.

Since only God has the au thor ity to for give peo ple
their sins (Mark 2:7) and this is through Je sus, Who is God 
in the Flesh (Mark 2:10), the apos tles and the church
merely de clared what God does.  When a man re pents of
sins and ac cepts Je sus, his sins are for given.  If he does
not, he does not have forgiveness of sins.  A pas tor (or
other Chris tian) can sim ply re peat what Scrip ture says: 
“If we say that we have no sin, we are de ceiv ing our selves, 
and the truth is not in us.  If we con fess our sins, He is
faith ful and just to for give us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all un righ teous ness.” (1 John 1:8-9)  This is called a
“Dec la ra tion of Grace” where the pas tor tells the lis ten ers
what God says in His Word about those who con fess their
sins and believe in Je sus.  Note that the apos tle John did
not ab solve the peo ple of their sins, rather he pro nounced
the truth of God:  If you deny sin, you are not for given.  If
you con fess your sins, God will for give you.

Lest we think this is a small mat ter, some even take
this to the point that, if an un be liever sim ply be lieves the
ab so lu tion from the pas tor, his sins are for given, whether
or not he has re pented of his sins or come to Christ.  This
leads to false con ver sions and peo ple de luded about their
eter nal des tiny.  Be fore Lu ther’s con ver sion, he con fessed
all of his sins at length to Staupitz, yet never had peace of
heart that his sins were for given, even though Staupitz
would have for given him.  It was n’t un til Lu ther came to
per sonal faith in Je sus through the Word of God that he
knew his sins were for given, be cause Je sus had then for -
given him and given him that as sur ance of sal va tion.

I once knew a man who be lieved in a priest hav ing this 
au thor ity to for give or retain sins.  I asked him once,
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“What would you do if you con fessed your sins to the
priest and he did n’t for give you?”  His re ply was, “I would 
find an other priest!”  Is n’t this the heart of the mat ter?  We
are de pend ing on a hu man agent to do what only God can
do.

Are you re ly ing on this for for give ness of your sins? 
Are you re ly ing on the fact that your pas tor has pro -
nounced to you that your sins are for given, when you have 
not re pented of your sins be fore God and come to Je sus in
faith?  Then hear what Je sus Him self says about this:  “I
said there fore to you, that you shall die in your sins; for
un less you be lieve that I am He, you shall die in your
sins.” (John 8:24)

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Are You Blessed or More Blessed?

“I have shewed you all things, how that so
laboring ye ought to support the weak, and to
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he

said, It is more blessed to give than to
receive.”(Acts 20:35)

You can live a charmed life.  As one old south ern
preacher put it, you can live un der the spout where the
glory co mes out!  You can have a blessed life.

All through the Bi ble, God gives us prom ises con -
cern ing the re ceiv ing of His bless ing upon our lives.  It is
im por tant that we un der stand that these prom ises are al -
most al ways con di tional.  If we will, then He will.  Most
peo ple want to live a life of con tin ual bless ing, but few
want to ful fill their part of the bargain.

Case in point is the mat ter of giv ing ver sus re ceiv ing. 
God says it is more blessed to give.  What is this verse
teach ing us?

It is a Bless ing to Re ceive

We re ceive a bless ing when some one is kind enough
to give us some to ken of his or her love and ap pre ci a tion. 
For the shal low of spirit, the en joy ment co mes from the
ma te rial gift.  For the spir i tu ally ma ture, the bless ing co -
mes not from the gift it self, but from the love and sac ri fice
that it represents.

It is More of a Bless ing to Give 

Let me try to sell you on this great truth: the hap pi est
peo ple in the world are not the get ters but the giv ers.  Why
is this true?

Giv ers are more blessed be cause they con trol their

per sonal hap pi ness.  If you are only happy when you are
re ceiv ing, then you will only be happy when some one de -
cides to give you some thing.  Your hap pi ness is at the
mercy of the gen er os ity and thought ful ness of others.

But if you are hap pier giv ing, you can be happy when -
ever you like, be cause you can choose to give when ever
you like.

Sev eral years ago, I had two young la dies in our youth 
group who were about the same age.  One was con stantly
moody.  It seemed that she was only happy when some one
was com pli ment ing her or in some way shin ing the spot -
light on her.

The other young lady al ways seemed to have a smile
on her face.  She spent her time en cour ag ing and up lift ing
oth ers around her.  She of ten did things se cretly for teens
in our youth group when she found out they had a need.

I have never met a hap pier young lady.  Why?  Be -
cause she had died to self and was con stantly liv ing for
oth ers, she was liv ing a more blessed life. 

Giv ers are more blessed be cause they spend their time 
think ing of oth ers.  Try to spend some time each morn ing
plan ning to be a giver.  Think of peo ple you will come in
con tact with how you can lift their bur den or make them
smile.

Let me share an ob ser va tion: self ish, self-cen tered
peo ple are the most mis er a ble peo ple in the world!  Two
great se crets to hap pi ness are dy ing to self and liv ing for
others.

Giv ers are more blessed be cause they most re sem ble
the Sav iour.  “For God so loved the world, that he gave...”
God gave His Son to die for our sins.  Je sus spent His time
here on earth liv ing for oth ers.

The sad truth is that the lost world sel dom sees a per -
son who claims to be a Christian ac tu ally liv ing like He
lived.  Je sus gave ev ery thing for me!  Why is it so hard to
give Him what He asks of us?

Open that clenched fist!  Let go of your self ish ness
and get ready to start grab bing the bless ings of God.

          Jerry Ross, Se lected
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“I WILL love You, O LORD, my strength.  The LORD is

my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; My God, my

strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of

my salvation, my stronghold.  I will call upon the LORD,

who is worthy to be praised; So shall I be saved from my

enemies.  IN my distress I called upon the LORD, And cried

out to my God’ He heard my voice from His temple, And

my cry came before Him, even to His ears.” Psalm 18:1-3, 6.



IT IS TIME TO COUNT 
YOUR BLESSINGS

By Pas tor H. Van Someren, Prince ton, MN

As our na tion drifts away from God, it no lon ger un -
der stands that “Ev ery good thing given and ev ery per fect
gift is from above, com ing down from the Fa ther of
lights, with whom there is no vari a tion or shift ing
shadow.” James 1:17.

We are liv ing in a ma te ri al is tic so ci ety where the em -
pha sis is on the ac cu mu la tion of wealth and prop erty. 
Now, there is noth ing wrong with wealth and prop erty ex -
cept when it be comes more im por tant than God in our life.  
“For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world,
and for feit his soul?” Mark 8:36.

Thank ful ness for our God-given bless ings be gins
with the peace of Christ in our hearts.  “Let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts, to which in deed you were called 
in one body; and be thank ful.” Col. 3:15.

When the peace of Christ rules in our heart, our fo cus
is on Je sus.  His peace as sures us that we don’t need to ac -
cu mu late earthly goods to be happy and thank ful.  The
writer to the He brews said, “Make sure that your char ac -
ter is free from the love of money, be ing con tent with what
you have; for He Him self has said, “I will never desert
you, nor will I ever for sake you.” Heb. 13:5.  

This Thanksgiving, as we gather around the ta ble with 
fam ily and friends, let us not for get who has pro vided for
the food on the ta ble, the clothes on our back, and the roof
over our heads.  But far more im por tant than tem po ral
bless ings are the eter nal bless ings God has given us in
Christ.  When did you last thank God for the gift of His
Only Be got ten Son who shed His blood on the cross of
Cal vary that we might re ceive the bless ings of eternal life?

Have you ever thought to thank God for tri als and trib -
u la tions by which our faith is strength ened?  “Con sider it
all joy, my breth ren, when you en coun ter var i ous tri als,
know ing that the test ing of your faith pro duces en dur ance.  
And let en dur ance have its per fect re sult, so that you may
be per fect and com plete, lack ing in noth ing.” Jas. 1:2-4.   

A happy heart is a thank ful heart.  If you are not grate -
ful for the bless ings re ceived from God, you will not be
con tent.  As a Chris tian, our life should be a liv ing ex am -
ple of thank ful ness.  No mat ter what the sit u a tion is, we
can al ways find a rea son to be thank ful, even in those sit u -
a tions that we would con sider difficult.  

I read a story about Corrie Ten Boom, the Dutch lady
who was sent to a Ger man con cen tra tion camp.  Be cause
of the ter ri ble con di tions at the camp, she was cov ered
with lice.  She said she com plained about this con di tion
un til some one told her that, be cause of the lice, the camp

guards did not as sault her.  Then she re al ized that the lice
were a gift from God and thanked God for pro tect ing her
from the lust ing camp guards in a most unusual way.

Count Your Bless ings

By Edwin O. Excell, 1851 – 1921

When upon life’s bil lows you are tem pest tossed, 
When you are dis cour aged, think ing all is lost, 
Count your many bless ings –name them one by one,
And it will sur prise you what the Lord hath done.

Are you ever bur dened with a load of care?
Does the cross seem heavy you are called to bear?
Count your many bless ings – ev ery doubt will fly,
And you will be sing ing as the days go by.

When you look at oth ers with their land and gold
Think that Christ has prom ised you His wealth un told;
Count your many bless ings – money can not buy
Your re ward in heaven nor your home on high.

So amid the con flict, whether great or small,
Do not be dis cour aged – God is over all;
Count your many bless ings – an gels will at tend,
Help and com fort give you to your jour ney’s end.

Let the fol low ing scrip ture be on your hearts this com -
ing Thanksgiving Day and ev ery day of the year.

“Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, 
with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one 
another with psalms and hymns and spiritual

songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts 
to God.”   Col. 3:16.

Taken from Revival Tidings, 11/09
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Is It Old Age?

Doc tor: That pain in your leg is
caused by old age.

Grandpa: Don’t be silly – my
other leg is the same age, and it
does n’t hurt at all.



If clouds are full of wa ter, they pour rain
upon the earth. 

Ec cle si as tes 11:3

If we be lieve the mes sage of this verse, then why do
we dread the clouds that darken our sky?  It is true that for
a while the dark clouds hide the sun, but it is not ex tin -
guished and it will soon shine again.  Mean while those
clouds are filled with rain, and the darker they are the
more likely they are to bring plen ti ful show ers.

How can we have rain with out clouds?  Our trou bles
have al ways brought us bless ings, and they al ways will,
for they are the dark char i ots of God’s bright and glo ri ous
grace.  Be fore long the clouds will be emp tied, and ev ery
ten der plant will be hap pier due to the show ers.  Our God
may drench us with grief, but He will re fresh us with His
mercy.  Our Lord’s love let ters of ten come to us in dark en -
ve lopes.  His wag ons may rum ble nois ily across the sky,
but they are loaded with ben e fits.  And His rod blos soms
with sweet flow ers and nour ish ing fruits.  So let us not
worry about the clouds.  In stead, let us sing be cause May
flow ers are brought to us through April clouds and
showers.

O Lord, “clouds are the dust of (your) feet” Nah. 1:3. 
Help us re mem ber how near You are dur ing the dark and
cloudy days!  Love be holds You and is glad.  Faith sees the 
clouds emp ty ing them selves and thereby mak ing the hills
on ev ery side re joice.

           C. H. Spurgeon 

What seems so dark to your dim sight
May be a shadow, seen aright
Mak ing some bright ness dou bly bright.

The flash that struck your tree – no more 
To shel ter thee – lets heaven’s blue floor
Shine where it never shone be fore.

The cry wrung from your spirit’s pain
May echo on some far-off plain,
And guide a wan derer home again.

The blue sky of heaven is much 
larger than the dark clouds.

Taken from Streams in the Desert by L. B. Cow man,
Copy right © 1996 by Zondervan 

Hanging On Nothing

Read: Job 26:5-14

He stretches out the north over empty space;
He hangs the earth on nothing.   Job 26:7

A world map pub lished by Na tional Geo graphic So ci -
ety has this no ta tion: “Earth’s mass is 6.6 sextillion tons.”
And what sup ports all that weight?  Noth ing.  The planet
we in habit spins on its axis at 1,000 miles per hour as it
hur tles through space in its or bit around the sun.  But it’s
easy for that to re main un no ticed in the midst of our daily
con cerns about health, re la tion ships, and how to pay the
bills.  

The Old Tes ta ment char ac ter Job re peat edly con sid -
ered God’s cre ation in his strug gle to make sense of the
numb ing loss of his health, his wealth, and his chil dren. 
“(God) stretches out the north over empty space,” Job
said.  “He hangs the earth on noth ing: (Job 26:7).  Job
mar veled at the clouds that did not break un der the heavy
wa ter in side them (v.8) and the ho ri zon “at the bound ary
of light and dark ness” (v.10), but called them “the mere
edges of His ways” (v. 14). 

Cre ation it self did not an swer Job’s ques tions, but the
heav ens and the earth pointed him to God the cre ator, who
alone could re spond with help and hope.  

The Lord who up holds the uni verse by the “word of
His power” (Heb. 1:3; Col. 1:17) is in con trol of our ev -
ery day lives.  Ex pe ri ences that seem “empty places” are
all un der girded by our heav enly Fa ther’s power and love.  

          — Da vid McCasland

Dear Lord, we praise You for Your in fi nite power.
You cre ated the world out of noth ing and up hold 
It by Your word.  Help me to re mem ber that You 
Are also in con trol of ev ery part of my life. 

When we re flect on the power of God’s cre ation, 
We see the power of His care for us.

Taken from Our Daily Bread, copyright 2013,
Radio Bible Class, Permission Granted.

Ed i tor’s Note:  AND then to ‘think’ that GOD in His
‘Wis dom’ gave ‘man kind’ a ‘free-choice’; this is proven
from Gen e sis 3 and on.  This does not dis agree with Scrip -
tur ally man’s TOTAL DEPRAVITY as be fore a lost soul is 
saved; they are the “slaves’’ to SIN!

Just ‘mar vel’ at the GREATNESS, 
Good ness & Mercy and Grace of GOD!
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LOVE AND PRAYER
Read: Psalm 92

They shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall
be fresh and flourishing.   Psalm 92:14

In a pop u lar chil dren’s book Winnie the Pooh watches 
Kanga bound away.  I wish I could jump like that, he
thinks.  Some can and some can’t.  That’s how it is. 

We see youn ger or more able men and women do ing
ex traor di nary things that we can not do.  They can; we
can’t.  That’s how it is.  It’s easy to feel use less when we
can’t do the things we were once ca pa ble of do ing.  

It’s true that we may not be able to “jump” like we
once did, but we can love and we can pray.  These are the
works that time and ex pe ri ence have pre pared us to do
well.  

Love is the very best gift we have to give to God and
to oth ers.  It is no small mat ter, for love is the means by
which we ful fill our whole duty to God and our neigh bor. 
Our love for one per son may seem to be a small ac tion, but 
love is the great est gift of all (1 Cor. 13:13).

And we can pray.  Paul en cour aged the Colossians to
“con tinue ear nestly in prayer, be ing vig i lant in it with
thanksgiving” (Col. 4:2).  Our prayers are a pow er ful
force in the uni verse!

Love and prayer are mighty works in deed, the might i -
est works for any of us.  Why?  Be cause our God, who
wants to use us, is an all-lov ing and all-pow er ful God.

            – Da vid Roper

Be gin the day with God,
Kneel down to Him in prayer;
Lift up thy heart to His abode, 
And seek His love to share.  –dann

God pours His love into our hearts
That it might flow out to oth ers.

 Taken from Our Daily Bread, Copy right 2013, Ra dio
Bi ble Class, Grand Rap ids, MI.  Per mis sion Granted.

Ed i tor’s Note:  Are you el derly?  Take en cour age ment 
and hope, as ac cord ing to my ‘knowl edge’ the “Palm
Tree” bears its best and fin est ‘fruit’ in ‘old age’.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all
his benefits.”  Ps. 103:2.

When we count our bless ings we are of ten sur prised at 
all that the Lord has done for us.  It may seem that we have

noth ing, that we are poor in the things of this world, but
when we be gin to look at all the ben e fits that God has be -
stowed upon us we will praise Him.  And when we be gin
to praise Him our love for Him grows, for our hearts are
warmed to ward Him.

A mother had asked her son to pray for ex er cise of his
soul.  But the lit tle boy said he did not know what to pray
about.  The Mother ad vised him to thank God for all that
He had given him.  The lit tle boy was will ing to do this
and be gan: “Dear God, I thank you for my play-horse and
all my games; for my legs that I can use to run around
with, so I do not have to use crutches as Carl does; for my
good eyes, so I am not blind as poor Fritz; for my warm
bed; for my mother and fa ther; for the food –“and he
stopped.  Turn ing to his mother he said, 

“But, Mother, there is no end!”
When we be gin to praise and thank God for all His

ben e fits to ward us, there is no end.  We are put to shame
for our mur mur ing, and our com plain ing.

Dear Lord Je sus, re buke Thy chil dren when they
would for get Thy ben e fits.  Give us grate ful hearts, and
stir our hearts to sing Thy praises.  In Je sus’ name and for
His sake.  Amen.

Praise the God of all cre ation;
Praise the Fa ther’s bound less love;
Praise the Lamb, our Ex pi a tion.
Priest and King en throned above;
Praise the Foun tain of sal va tion, 
Him by whom our spir its live;
Un di vided ad o ra tion
To the One Je ho vah give.

Taken from Altar Steps by R. P. Haakonson, 
Copyright HLIF

Ed i tor’s Note:  Once again we take a ‘page’ out of this
timely fam ily de vo tional book that can be yours’ for a five
dol lar do na tion, plus a dol lar for ship ping.  

WHY not give a ‘gift’ that is in ex pen sive this Christ -
mas Sea son (just ahead of us) that lasts through out the
whole year?

ALSO, we have avail able Mir ror of the Heart (Au thor 
un known) and Sin ners in the Hands of an An gry God by
Jon a than Ed wards.  By the way: when was the last ser mon
you heard about the wrath of God?  God has used this ‘ser -
mon’ in a mar vel ous way!  

Place your ‘or der’ now and I be lieve you def i nitely
will re ceive the same in plenty of time be fore ‘Christ mas
Day’!

Sug gested ‘do na tion’ for Mir ror of the Heart is three
dol lars and Sin ners in the Hands of an An gry God for one
dol lar plus some for post age.  
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UPDATE

“Do not remove the ancient landmark which
your fathers have set”    Proverbs 22:28

ONE of the ‘more’ dif fi cult things to day seems to
be:  ‘The main thing is to keep the main thing the main
thing”!

God so moved Lay men and Pas tors to of fi cially or -
ga nize the Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion in
1920 (Morn ing Glory came about later).  Since then
there has been ONE Mes sage car ried forth, by GOD’s
Grace, and that is for ‘each’ per son to come to know
JESUS (Per son ally) and to nurture and strengthen fel -
low be liev ers.  Thus it is the ‘Mes sage’ preached from
the inerrant Word of God and that JESUS saves, keeps
and sat is fies!  

We will not re move the Bib li cal Land marks nor
change what has worked for so long.   We re main com -
mit ted to the proc la ma tion of the in fal li ble Word of
God and will con tinue to keep the main thing to that of
seek ing to win Souls for the King dom of God and en -
cour ag ing ‘fel low be liev ers’ by (His GRACE) “For if
the trum pet makes an un cer tain sound, who will pre -
pare for bat tle?”

As ed i tor of the Morn ing Glory, I want to ex press
my (and our Board Mem bers of the HLIF) sin cere
thanks to all of you for your sup port of this ‘mis sion’. 
But maybe more im por tantly, and on a per sonal note, I
want to ask you for your con tin u ing prayers for me and 
Barb as we con tinue seek ing to serve our risen Sav ior
who is com ing again!  (Nat u rally also this min is try
stands in NEED of your con tin ued fi nan cial sup port
and en cour age ment and co op er a tion).

IF our home base is not keep burn ing/alive; for -
eign mis sions will also fail.  May it not be said of
“US”: no Man careth for my Soul!

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, knowing that  your

labor is not in vain in the Lord” 
1 Corinthians 15:58.

CHALLENGE:  We not only gen u inely ap pre ci ate
the gifts/do na tions from in di vid u als that keeps us go -
ing through out the year(s); but why not prayer fully and 
se ri ously con sider your con gre ga tional’s giv ing to -
wards ‘mis sions’ to in clude the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion/Morn ing Glory; as this is def -
i nitely a ‘mis sion’? With God’s Pro vi sion The Morn -
ing Glory reaches into al most ev ery State of our
be loved USA and also a lit tle into for eign coun tries;

be sides our ‘neigh bor’ to the north – Can ada as for tu -
nately we have a fair number who receive the same!

By the GRACE of GOD mak ing no apol o gies
for the old time Chris tian ity and seek ing to prac tice 
the same: as ‘we’ are Bib li cally based a Lu theran Free
Move ment.

To tal Of fer ings for Sep tem ber were  $892.00

The ac tual cost of pub lish ing and mail ing each is -
sue (monthly) of the Morn ing Glory is app. $2,000;
plus there are def i nitely other no tice able ex penses.


