
Preaching From The Print Shop
If Lu ther had n’t used the new print ing tech nol ogy, would there have been a Ref or ma tion?

Perry Brown

ithout print ing, would there have been a
Protestant Ref or ma tion?  Would Lu ther have even

sur vived?
Only a cen tury ear lier, both John Wycliffe and John

Huss spawned move ments of in tense spir i tual fer vor. 
Wycliffe and Huss wrote pro lif i cally also.

But the ab sence of ad e quate print ing tech nol ogy lim -
ited the dis tri bu tion of their works.  As a re sult, their ideas
did not spread as rap idly or as far as they might have. 
Wycliffe was con demned, Huss was burned at the stake,
and his tory casts them as only har bin gers of the
Reformation. 

Would Mar tin Lu ther have joined their ranks with out
ac cess to a “mod ern” press?  Would his rev o lu tion ary
ideas have been con tained?  John Foxe, six teenth-cen tury
au thor of the fa mous Book of Mar tyrs, would prob a bly
have said yes.  “Al though through might (the pope)
stopped the mouth of John Huss,” he wrote, “God hath ap -
pointed the Press to preach, whose voice the Pope is never
able to stop with all the puis sance of his triple crown.”

Lu ther him self un der stood that books and pam phlets
spoke long af ter he had left the pul pit.  He re ferred to
print ing as “God’s high est and ex trem ist act of grace,
whereby the busi ness of the Gos pel is driven forward.”

Young tech nol ogy

It was only in the 1450s that Johann Gutenberg in tro -
duced tech ni cal print ing ad vance ments that made mass re -
pro duc tion prac ti cal.  When Lu ther posted his 95 The ses

some sixty years later, two dozen print ing cen ters dot ted
Eu rope.  Whole sale book sell ers had de vel oped dis tri bu -
tion cen ters, and le gions of rav el ing book hawk ers
crisscrossed the continent.

Iron i cally, Lu ther’s in tro duc tion to the press’s ef fec -
tive ness may have been hap haz ard.  Within two weeks of
the post ing of his 95 The ses, they were printed, with out
his per mis sion, and dis trib uted through out Ger many. 
Within a month, they had flooded Eu rope.  Six months
later Lu ther ex plained to Pope Leo X, “It is a mys tery to
me how my the ses …were spread to so many places.  They 
were meant ex clu sively for our ac a demic cir cle …”  In a
let ter of March 1518 he ad mit ted he “had no wish or plan
to pub li cize these The ses,” and that he had left it up to his
friends to de cide whether they would be “suppressed or
spread outside.”

Flood ing Ger many

Even if the print ing of Lu ther’s Ref or ma tion “man i -
festo” was un in ten tional, Lu ther quickly grasped print’s
po ten tial for so lic it ing grass-roots sup port.  He be gan
writ ing pro lif i cally — more than four hun dred works, in -
clud ing com men tar ies, ser mons, and pam phlets that at -
tacked Cath o lic doc trine and pro moted Ref or ma tion
distinctives.  Be tween March 1517 and the sum mer of
1520, thirty of his pam phlets ran through a to tal of 370
edi tions.  If each edi tion was one thou sand cop ies, then al -
most four hun dred thou sand of his pam phlets alone
flooded Ger man dur ing the first cru cial years.  From 1517
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through 1523, the first six years
af ter Lu ther posted the 95 The -
ses, pub li ca tions in Ger many in -
creased by seven times.  Half of
these writings were by Luther.  

Lu ther’s op po nents knew the 
im pact of his printed works.  A
ner vous Charles V banned Lu -
ther’s works in May, 1521.  In a
let ter that Sep tem ber, Cath o lic
theo lo gian Johann Cochlaeus
com plained, “Nearly all print ers
are se cret Lu ther ans; they do not
print any thing for us with out pay
and noth ing re li able un less we
stand be side them and look over
their shoulders.” 

Jour nal is tic Savvy 

Lu ther has some times been
called the first great jour nal ist. 
Why did his writ ings suc ceed?

1.  He spoke in the com mon
lan guage.  Lu ther, a highly-
 trained ac a demic, was flu ent in
Latin, the ac a demic’s lan guage. 
Most writ ings of the era were
printed in Latin and thus re -
served for so ci ety’s schol arly
elite.  In deed, in 1500 prob a bly
only 5-10 per cent of Eu ro pe ans
could read at all. 

But Lu ther’s pas sion to pro -
mote the priest hood of even the
most com mon be liever could be
sat is fied only by ap peal ing
through the com mon lan guage. 
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He in sisted on writ ing many of his works in Ger man, par tic -
u larly his mon u men tal trans la tion of the Bi ble.  Soon shoe -
mak ers, tai lors, and peas ants could read the Scrip tures and
Lu ther’s writ ings in their own tongue.  

2.  He used a com mon for mat.  A sec ond el e ment in Lu -
ther’s suc cess was his use of the pam phlet for mat.  He ex -
panded the ex ist ing sin gle-page “broad sides” to mul ti ple
pages in quarto and oc tavo sizes.  His pam phlets also fea -
tured some of the fin est wood cuts and en grav ings of the
times, so that even the semi-lit er ate could catch the gist of
his mes sage.  And in keep ing with the need to reach all
strata of so ci ety, his pam phlets were in ex pen sive.  Like the
broad sides pop u lar ized de cades ear lier, Lu ther’s pam phlets
were snatched up (or shared) by those of even the most
hum ble means.  

3.  He was known by com mon peo ple.  Lu ther’s crown -
ing achieve ment was a Ger man New Tes ta ment.  Al though
it was not the first Ger man trans la tion of the Scrip tures, Lu -
ther’s fame ap par ently se cured its suc cess be fore the ink
dried.  Three thou sand cop ies were printed in the fall of
1522 with a sec ond edi tion fol low ing in De cem ber.  

In the words of ad ver sary Johann Cochlaeus, Lu ther’s
work was “so prop a gated and widely spread by the book
print ers that even tai lors and shoe-mak ers, in deed women
and other sim ple id i ots, who had ac cepted this new Lu -
theran gos pel …read it ea gerly, as if it were a foun tain of all
truth.  Some car ried it in their bos oms and learned it by
heart.”

Ul ti mately, Lu ther’s mes sage of jus ti fi ca tion by faith
filled a long ing in the Ger man peo ple that the es tab lished
church’s teach ing did not sat isfy.  His com mon pam phlets in 
the com mon lan guage ig nited hope among com mon peo ple.  
Mar tin Lu ther spoke to Eu rope from two pul pits – one in the 
church, and one in the print shop.

Christian History

Ed i tor’s Note:  Surely Mar tin Lu ther would say, ‘Give
the Credit to my Sav ior/God’ as I wa tered, planted and HE
gave the in crease.  Lu ther was a for given chan nel/ves sel
-sin ner – (un der the BLOOD of the cru ci fied and risen
ONE)!

No doubt you no tice in this is sue es pe cially of the
Morn ing Glory, that both Mar tin Lu ther & Hans Niel sen
Hauge uti lized the op por tu nity of the printed page.  ‘We’ of
the HLIF/Morn ing Glory are seek ing to do some what the
same thing with Chris tian lit er a ture and the MG.  Let’s see
IF ‘we’ can get the Morn ing Glory and Chris tian Lit er a ture
into the hands of more awak ened, hun ger hearts and lives!  

Ear nestly pray about: send ing in names and ad dresses
of folks you care about for sub scrip tions to the Morn ing
Glory!

For tu nately ‘we’ reach into al most ev ery state of ‘our’

great USA and into a few for eign coun tries with the Morn -
ing Glory; but there is a ‘tre men dous amount more’ that
‘we’ could do with your prayer, fi nances. – In His Grace
this is a ‘min is try’ of TEAM WORK!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Hope For Tomorrow
In spite of all the chal lenges Amer ica faces to day, one

can not help but be en cour aged as we see so many peo ple
pray ing and work ing for Amer ica’s res to ra tion.  Even more
im pres sive is the grow ing num ber of young peo ple whose
lives and tes ti mo nies bear wit ness to their love and com mit -
ment to Je sus Christ.  Their hearts have been cap tured by
Christ and they have yielded up them selves to a life time of
ser vice for their Sav ior.  What joy to see these young peo ple
walking on higher ground.  

To day’s Chris tian youth should be our ref er ence point
and in spi ra tion when we be come dis cour aged by those in
the pres ent gen er a tion who be lieve God no lon ger has any
place in their lives or in the life of this na tion.  These com -
mit ted Chris tian young peo ple bear wit ness that God is not
fin ished with us yet, nor has He given up on us.

Abra ham Lin coln in his Get tys burg Ad dress said “this
na tion un der God shall have a new birth of free dom.”  That
can still be the out come for Amer ica if we pray and work for 
the res to ra tion of the na tion.  Even more im por tantly, we
need to bear wit ness in the new birth that co mes to all who
truly be lieve in Je sus Christ.  The new birth in Christ not
only changes minds, it changes the at ti tude of the heart. 
Herein lies America’s hope!

Fi nally, we also find en cour age ment in the men and
women who serve in our na tion’s Armed Ser vices.  These
brave men and women put their lives on the line ev ery day
to keep Amer ica free.  From the Rev o lu tion ary War to the
War in Af ghan i stan, we will never fully know what great
sac ri fices have been made so that we might en joy life, lib -
erty, and the pur suit of hap pi ness.  May their sac ri fices in -
spire us here on the home front to do ev ery thing pos si ble to
keep America strong and free.

                                                                                   Ex cerpt/Se lected.

“What the coun try needs is dirt ier
fin ger nails and cleaner minds.”  

Will Rogers
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Ed i to rial 
RES

TACTFUL!
“‘Be hold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves.  There fore be wise as

ser pents and harm less as doves.’”  (Mat thew 10:16)

AS ALWAYS be open to the prompt ing/lead ing of the
Holy Spirit in com pli ance/har mony/open ness to God’s
eter nal WORD, the BIBLE!!  The Holy Spirit will
NEVER lead you con trary to God’s In fal li ble Word.

Just briefly let ‘us’ take a look in the dic tio nary and get a
def i ni tion of the word tact ful: = (hav ing or show ing tact) –
tact , ‘a keen sense of what to do or say in or der to main tain
good re la tions with oth ers or avoid of fense.’  It im plies del -
i cate and con sid er ate per cep tion of what is ap pro pri ate
when re marks were un timely.  Skill and grace in deal ing
with oth ers.  BUT the word ‘tact ful’ is not found in the Bi -
ble nor even in a Bi ble dic tio nary!  Still ‘we’ need the ‘skill’ 
to avoid need less of fense; but make sure that ‘we’ are not
so ‘tact ful’ that ‘we’ make no con tact!

Fairly fre quently you hear folks say ‘we are in this world,
but not of the world’, seem ingly ‘try ing’ to quote Scrip -
ture, which is not found ver ba tim.  Worldly liv ing has had
a very def i nite in flu ence in the ‘Chris tian church’ and in
our vo cab u lary in most in stances we are un aware.  We
hear so of ten preached/shared, ‘be sure you build a
‘friend ship’ be fore you seek to win them for Christ’! 
YES, be kind, hon est, lov ing, but car ing.  Ac tu ally you
can not ex pe ri ence ‘Cal vary’s LOVE (Agape) with out not 
be ing in volved.

NOW let ‘us’ get down to the ‘nitty gritty’ of what God
tells ‘us’ in His Holy WORD.  

“And do not be con formed (squeezed) to this world, but
be trans formed by the re new ing of your mind, that you
may prove what is that good and ac cept able and per fect
will of God” Romans 12:2.  

WHY?  Well we are a ‘light’ in this sin dark ened world
and the world loves ‘dark ness’ rather than light.  Light re -
veals/ex poses!  So let ‘us’ look at JESUS first who wants
to be ‘our’ per sonal Sav ior and sec ond ary ‘our’ ex am ple. 
“He who says he abides in Him ought him self also to walk
just as He walked” 1 John 2:6.

FIRST of all let me clearly state in re gards to the false idea,
that as you are led of the Lord; the re cip i ent(s) will al ways
be re cep tive to God’s Word – how ri dic u lous – al most ALL 
of the time, it is a sub tle dart/ar row from our en emy!  (For
ex am ple: Re mem ber the ‘four’ types of soil).

Now as a ‘berean’ (search ing the Scrip tures) you will

clearly no tice in the life of Je sus that many folks were of -
fended at Him and hated Him. (John 15:18-25)  HE was
called nu mer ous dis re spect ful ‘names’, chased out of
town, and many wanted HIM killed be fore HIS ap pointed 
time.  (Galatians 4:4).  BECAUSE JESUS al ways
spoke/speaks the truth in Love!  He tells things ex actly as
they are; both for time and in the light of eter nity!  For ex -
am ple: “But when he saw many of the Phar i sees and Sad -
du cees com ing to his bap tism, he said to them, ’Brood of
vi pers!  Who warned you to flee from the wrath to
come?’”  Mat thew 3:7.  (Mat thew 12:34).  “’But who ever 
causes one of these lit tle ones who be lieve in Me to sin, it
would be better for him if a mill stone were hung around
his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea’”
Mat thew 18:6.  (Please read the en tire 23rd chap ter of
Mat thew).  

Other ex am ples: Jer e miah, Jo nah, Eli jah, the twelve
Apos tles; Apos tle Paul – pos si bly the great est ‘mis sion -
ary’ ever, other than the per son of JESUS.

Think of how Mar tin Lu ther was treated af ter 1517 A.D.
or Hans Nielsen Hauge who was put in jail/prison 28
times for shar ing the lib er at ing Gos pel of Je sus Christ
(Law & Gos pel).  And ba si cally the sole rea son for their
stand and tes ti mony was the ben e fit of fel low hu man be -
ings – not for things done ‘wrong’ but for do ing that
which could lib er ate fel low cit i zens.  (John 8:31-36).

Re lat ing only one ex pe ri ence of Hans Nielsen Hauge at
this time, but in his trav els in shar ing the Liv ing Sav ior, he 
found lodg ing in a home for the night dur ing a haz ard ous
win ter storm and an other gen tle man also found lodg ing in 
the same home. The other lodger did not ap pre ci ate Hans
Nielsen Hauge – nei ther Hauge’s stand nor the mes sage
God had en trusted him with and hit Hauge with his fist. 
Hauge re sponded ‘I have fists too, but I do not use them’! 
So Hauge took his few be long ings and left the house out
into the night’s win ter storm.  Je sus says: “’And who ever
will not re ceive you nor hear your words, when you de -
part from that house or city, shake off the dust from your
feet” Mat thew 10:14.  (Luke 10:1-16).  

Many times sit u a tions are some what sim i lar in the house
hold of ‘faith’, e.g.:  Psalm 39:11, Prov erbs 29:11, 19:25,
25:12, Ephe sians 5:11-13, 11 Tim. 4:2, 1 Co rin thi ans
5:1-5, James 5: 19-20, Prov erbs 3:11-12 & He brews



5

12:1-11.

AS ‘be liev ers’ the real dan ger in our day and so ci ety is that
‘we’ be come so tact ful that ‘we’ make no con tact at all. 
Please read Ezekiel chap ters 3 & 33.  At times ‘tol er ance
be comes trea son’!  Be sure as you are led to share your per -
sonal tes ti mony that you def i nitely quote/read
SCRIPTURE with it for the WORD of GOD is not bound. 
Romans 1:16.  YES, do so in LOVE, but be not ashamed.
Mat thew 10:32-33 and move as the Holy Spirit leads!

Just think if Phillip had not been obe di ent to the Holy Spirit 
in go ing to the bar ren desert and there meet ing the Trea -
surer of Ethi o pia: What a bless ing and op por tu nity would
have been missed and maybe an other soul would have
gone into Hell!  (By the way would n’t it be em bar rass ing to 
ask the ‘trea surer’ IF he un der stood what he was read ing)? 
OH, how ‘we’ need to ask the Lord to take away ‘our’ jel ly -
fish back bone (spir i tu ally) and re place it with iron in our
blood.  God tells ‘us’ to tell the ‘truth’ in love.

I am re minded of a ‘mis sion board’ that had the fol low ing
prac tice that when a can di date would want to be come a
‘mis sion ary’.  They would ask the per son why he de sired
to be a mis sion ary: love and  was not enough. BUT obe di -
ence to the Word of God was the de cid ing fac tor to be ac -
cepted or not.   Our love for JESUS is tested by ‘our’
love/obe di ence to His Word.

Please prayer fully read/me di ate on the fol low ing: Jer e -
miah 33:3, 9:1, Mat thew 4:17, Romans 9.

I hold firmly to the con vic tion that Sa tan nor the world (as 
a whole) will not prompt you to tes tify with God’s Word
and in vad ing his wrong fully held ter ri tory – thief that He
is!!  Un der the BLOOD of the cru ci fied and risen ONE 
Sa tan is de feated!

Paul (nat u rally un der the in spi ra tion of the Holy Spirit)
shares in the first chap ter of Romans that he (we) are in -
debted to share the lib er at ing Gos pel of Je sus Christ and that
His Word is the power (dy na mite) unto sal va tion.  To be in
debt there is a le gal ob li ga tion (His Grace em pow ered by the 
Holy Spirit).  What a priv i lege & re spon si bil ity!

Paul (God in spired, in fal li ble Word) fur ther states in
Romans 9:1-3, “I tell the truth in Christ, I am not ly ing, my
con science also bear ing me wit ness in the Holy Spirit, that
I have great sor row and con tin ual grief in my heart.  For I
could wish that I my self were ac cursed from Christ for my
breth ren, my coun try men ac cord ing to the flesh.”

‘WE’ are in a spir i tual war fare (bat tle) over the souls of
men, women, boys and girls (yours & mine, as well) for
time and ETERNITY!  In this war fare there is ab so lutely
no hint of be ing tact ful! IN Ephe sians 6; I un der stand that
the bat tle is so fierce/in tense; that it is like bay o net com bat.
We have a friend who was in the Sec ond World War and

shared that in one bat tle; they never took their ‘com bat
boots’ off for 37 or 38 days! (I am not sug gest ing that ‘we’
are to be rude, cruel, ar gu men ta tive, etc. – but be sure we
are mak ing con tact = that the INCORRUPTIBLE SEED
co mes in con tact with the SOIL!)  (IF you are un der the
BLOOD of Christ, you and I are in tended to be the ves sels
and GOD makes no mis takes!)  Let the re deemed of the
LORD say so!  Jer e miah 9:1, Psalm 126:5-6.  GOD tells
‘us’ to go into the high ways and by ways and com pel them
to come in!  Also to pray to the Lord of Har vest to send
forth (thrust) ‘la bor ers’ into the Har vest field.  Romans
10:9-10, 11 Tim o thy 3:12 & Acts 4:12 – 13; be cause of
John 14:6 & 3:18 & 36.

Re mem ber if you are a cit i zen of HEAVEN; you are now
liv ing in a for eign land, just jour ney ing through.

As you study the book of ACTS (not res o lu tions), you
will no tice that those ‘ves sels’ who were filled (con -
trolled) with the Holy Spirit, spoke the Word boldly!  No
won der that Paul asks for this in Ephe sians 6:18-20.

I know this is get ting to be a ‘lengthy ed i to rial’ but I want
to close with part of the tes ti mony of Hans Niel sen Hauge
and a few more Bi ble ref er ences. 

Hans Nielsen Hauge was be ing rid i culed as a farmer who
was led by God to preach. His re sponse was that God
called ‘fish er men’ to fol low Him, so God could use an un -
learned farmer to at least plant the SEED; and he fur ther
stated that he had prom ised obe di ence to the Holy Spirit
and that he wanted to try to ful fill the same.

As you evan ge lize and nur ture fel low ‘hu mans’ that be -
fore you had a per sonal tes ti mony & the Word of God,
you were on the broad road that leads to Hell (Amaz ing
GRACE!)  By the Grace of God, I am on my way to
Heaven and be ing richly blest in this jour ney, ARE
YOU??

You know that re ally ‘we’ should not be so very con -
cerned about what peo ple think; but that they can see Je -
sus in and through us?  When ‘we’ get this con cern in
proper bib li cal per spec tive, we will not sur ren der the Au -
thor ity of Je sus Christ!  WHEN the pul pit went si lent,
‘our’ Na tion went down ward on its skids very fast (mor -
ally & spir i tu ally).  Is n’t that also true when ‘Chris tians’
be came so tol er ant that it be came trea son, and ‘we’ lost
con tact with a very need ful so ci ety!  What should be
shared from the ‘sa cred desk,’ is also true of ‘our’ in di vid -
ual Chris tian lives as well.

Be fore ‘we’ lay ALL THE BLAME on an other per son’s
shoul ders; let ‘us’ ex am ine ‘our selves’ in the light of
Scrip ture and re mem ber: ‘judg ment must be gin at the
house of God!’

Phil. 3:20, Eph. 2:19, 11 Co rin thi ans 5:18 – 20



From Our Fellowship Circle

D. & N. F. Rudd, IA
Thanks for your in spir ing pub li ca tion!  We rely on it to
keep us in formed on what is hap pen ing in the world.

D. L. Badger, IA
We sure had a rich bless ing at the An nual Con fer ence at
Stavanger Lu theran at Gar den City, Iowa.

Also en joyed see ing you also.

En closed is money from our church at …

T. G. Mayville, ND
I just fin ished read ing the Morn ing Glory from front to
back!  Wow! So many good read ings.

Bless you all for get ting all that good news to gether.

Am pray ing that you folk are fine.  To God be the Glory.

H. H. For est City, IA
I would like to be re ceiv ing the Morn ing Glory; so please
send the same to the fol low ing ad dress…

The Lord bless you kindly.  Thank you.

R. T. Boca Raton, FL
En closed is a check for the won der ful Morn ing Glory that
I get.

I am the Widow of  Rev. T. T. of Fergus Falls, MN.  I re call
the times my hus band spoke and at tended the meet ings of
the Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion.  

As you see, I now live in Florida near my daugh ter as I am
now 96 years old.

I read the Morn ing Glory from cover to cover and pass it
on to our Pas tor down here.  

Keep up the good work – eter nity alone will re veal the
bless ings that this mag a zine has brought to thou sands! 
(Ed i tor:  Thank you so much for the very en cour ag ing let -
ter and to God Be The Glory!!!)

V. & L. B. Newfolden, MN
For us it has been a long and dif fi cult sum mer.  We left for
my wife’s sur gery on July 18th and we just got home to -
day; but as al ways the Lord an swers prayer.  Ac tu ally I
have been stay ing home most of the time; but stayed some
of the time in the area of the dif fer ent car ing fa cil i ties.  

She (my wife) is still on the re cov er ing list; but the Lord is
al ways good!  

Most cer tainly we would ap pre ci ate your con tin ued

prayer sup port.  (Ed i tor – gladly).  It would be so great if
she would ex pe ri ence com plete heal ing on this side of
eter nity, also.  

We are send ing a gift for the min is try of the Morn ing
Glory and thanks to all who have a part in it.  It is a won -
der ful pa per that points us to the Lord.  May God richly
bless.  

A. J. T. Se at tle, WA
We just re turned from SD where we have had our an nual
fam ily re union and it was such a bless ing and en cour age -
ment to fel low ship with so many born again Lu ther ans;
with a per sonal tes ti mony of the sav ing grace and knowl -
edge of our Lord Je sus Christ.  By the way I was saved in
1961 at a Lu theran Breth ren Church in Bottineau, ND and
the Lord has been so good, we have been so blessed, praise 
God.  

Thank you for the good work.

We are six broth ers and three sis ters in my fam ily and we
are still liv ing on this side of eter nity and six of us are over
80 years of age.  We most cer tainly have been richly blest
and are def i nitely pray ing for those who do not know Je -
sus as their per sonal Sav ior.   
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Aim in Preaching

A sailor just off to a whaling
expedition asked where he could

hear a good sermon.  On his return
from the church, his friend asked

him, “How did you like the sermon?”

“Not much.  It was like a ship
leaving for the whale fishing;

everything shipshape – anchors,
cordage, sails and provisions all right 

– but there were no harpoons on
board.”



Making A Difference, And
Making It Last!

Hans Niel sen Hauge

By Pas tor Da vid R. Barnhart

The Lu theran Church in Nor way des per ately needed
re vival when God sent Hans Niel sen Hauge, a hum ble
farmer, to la bor in the fields of the Nor we gian Lu theran
Church that were over grown with tra di tion al ism, for mal -
ism and dead or tho doxy. 

Hans Niel sen Hauge, born April 3, 1771, in Tune Par -
ish, Nor way, was reared in a de vout home and nur tured in
the Word of God.  Even so, his con ver sion to Christ came
at age 25 while work ing on his fa ther’s farm.  That very
day he led his sis ter Anna to the Lord and a short while
later he led his broth ers and par ents into a liv ing re la tion -
ship with the Savior.

Hauge’s pas sion to win peo ple to Christ caused close
friends to won der about his state of mind.  He strug gled
with God’s will for his life, ques tion ing why God should
not send “a bishop or other high per son to con vert peo -
ple.”  Out of that strug gle came the sure con vic tion that the 
call of God to preach the gos pel was upon him.

Hauge walked about Nor way wit ness ing the gos pel of 
Christ in homes and on the streets.  Shortly be fore Christ -
mas of 1797, he was ar rested by the or der of a par ish pas -
tor and thrown into prison.  A law dat ing to 1741 had
banned lay preach ing in Nor way.  While in prison Hauge
led sev eral pris on ers to Christ.  Upon re lease he was or -
dered not to preach again.  He re fused to fol low that or der.

Hans was ar rested and im pris oned sev eral times in
1798 and 1799 for pro claim ing the gos pel.  Af ter a lengthy 
im pris on ment in Trondheim, Hauge walked 300 miles to
his home in tune Par ish.  Peo ple fol lowed him along the
way so they might hear him talk about Christ.  Re vival
broke out in one town re quir ing Hauge to de lay his home -
ward jour ney.  Soon re vival fires were burn ing across
Nor way, bring ing no end of con ster na tion to pas tors in the
State Church of Nor way who re ferred to the re vival as
“the Hauge move ment.”

Even tu ally Hauge crossed over to Den mark where he
preached for awhile, but let ters from Nor we gian clergy
were sent to Den mark to dis suade peo ple from at tend ing
his meet ings.  Af ter preach ing sev eral weeks in Den mark,
Hauge re turned to Nor way where he was ar rested again. 
This time his im pris on ment would last 10 years.

At his trial in 1804, Hauge was of fered his free dom if
he would prom ise to stop preach ing.  He re sponded: I can -
not prom ise to dis con tinue my de vo tional meet ings and
my prayers, and I can not see that these should be det ri -

men tal when so many gath er ings are per mit ted where
peo ple ca rouse, get drunk and swear.”

Hauge was first jailed in Hougsund; then trans ferred
to an Oslo prison.  His treat ment in prison was se vere and
con di tions were cruel.  He was per mit ted no books, no
writ ing ma te ri als and no vis i tors.  He lost his teeth and
hair, and even tu ally his health weak ened to the point of
death.  In the space of nine years, Hauge was sub ject to 28
tri als.  He was set free De cem ber 23, 1814, bro ken body
but not in spirit. 

Friends helped Hauge pur chase a farm just out side
Oslo where he lived his last 10 years in very poor health. 
Though he was never able to pub licly preach again, his
house was con tin u ously filled with peo ple who wanted to
hear him share the gos pel.  Even church of fi cials vis ited
him, hav ing come to rec og nize his con tri bu tion to the
churches in Nor way.

Hans Niel sen Hauge died at age 53, on March 28,
1824.  At the time of his death, lay-fel low ship groups and
prayer meet ings had been or ga nized in ev ery one of Nor -
way’s 600 par ishes.  Hauge was bur ied in a cem e tery near
Oslo.  On his tomb stone is the following: 

“Un til his last breath he held fast to the faith,
hope and love he had spread among oth ers by
word, deed, writ ings and Chris tian life.  He lived
in the Lord; he died in the Lord; by the grace of
Je sus does he re ceive eter nal sal va tion.”

The in flu ence of Hans Niel sen Hauge con tin ues to
this day in Nor way and through out the world.  Nor we gian
im mi grants to Eu rope and the United States faith fully wit -
nessed the gos pel, en cour ag ing peo ple to have a per sonal
con ver sion to Christ and to live out their lives in ho li ness
be fore God and man.  Many Lu theran con gre ga tions to -
day highly es teem their Haugian her i tage.

The Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion pub -
lishes a mag a zine The Morn ing Glory, con ducts spir i -
tual-life sem i nars and spon sors tent-evan ge lis tic
meet ings.

Ed i tor’s Note:  What a bless ing and honor to read the
above ‘ar ti cle’ in ‘The Vine and Branches’; which is a
very good clear “Trum pet Bearer” in these dread ful days
of “Apos tasy”.  I heart ily rec om mend that you get on the
mail ing list , if you are not al ready on it and re mem ber
this ‘min is try’ in PRAYER also!!!

ALSO maybe a good ‘re minder’ dur ing this month of
the ‘Ref or ma tion’ is that God so might ily used His ves sel,
Mar tin Lu ther.  SALVATION IS: BY GRACE ALONE,
FAITH ALONE, and THE WORD ALONE!!!
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Massachusetts Town Levies Fines for
Public Profanity

One Mas sa chu setts town has de cided to make it eas ier 
for po lice to en force a no-swear ing by-law in an at tempt to 
cut down on cuss ing in public.

Ac cord ing to Chief of Po lice Bruce Gates, the peo ple
of Middleborough, Mas sa chu setts, voted by a five-to-one
mar gin in fa vor of the change at a town meet ing on June
11.  A by-law against pub lic pro fan ity has been on the
books in the town since Oc to ber 1968, but be cause it is
con sid ered crim i nal of fense, it has been dif fi cult for po lice 
to enforce…

The town’s de ci sion…means us ing swear words in
pub lic will be come a civil of fense and will no lon ger re -
quire per pe tra tors to go to court over such a crime.  The
de ci sion was also ap plied to six other by-laws as well, in -
clud ing one in volv ing the use of mar i juana in pub lic.

ChristianPost.com

Ed i tor’s Com ments: No doubt these folks will be
hear ing from the ACLU, but we tip our hat to sa lute
them.  Sword of the Lord

Ed i tor’s Note: AMEN!

Wisconsin Church Faces Court Battle

Grace Lu theran Church, Eau Claire, WI passed its
sec ond vote, 316 - 0, May 30, 2012, to leave the ELCA. 
The next day they went to court ask ing that a law suit filed
by dis si dents within the con gre ga tion be dis missed.

The dis si dent group is su ing over prop erty, as sets and
the Grace Foun da tion which con trols a large sum of
money.  The judge ruled against the dis missal mo tion and
or dered the two sides into me di a tion.

The dis si dent group, com prised of about 70 per sons,
formed Amaz ing Grace Lu theran Church, a new con gre -
ga tion loyal to the ELCA.  The group is be ing led by a for -
mer pas tor at Grace, Gordon Thorp.  Grace Foun da tion
funds and op er ates a li censed daycare, re tire ment hous ing, 
as sisted liv ing pro grams, skilled nurs ing care, com mu nity
based res i den tial fa cil i ties for the care of the el derly, and
adult day ser vices for old adults all across Chippewa Val -
ley.                   Se lected

Numbers Show Changes In The ELCA

An ed i to rial in The Lu theran, June 2012, de scribed

the plum met ing rate of be quests re ceived by con gre ga -
tions of the ELCA.  In the year 2004, ELCA con gre ga tions 
re ceived 8,409 be quests; in 2004 be quests dropped to
2,991, to tal ing $83.9 mil lion, but rose to 3,517 in 2010, to -
tal ing $94 mil lion in that year.  Not re vealed are the scores
of be quests the ELCA will never re ceive from mem bers of 
the 1,000 or more con gre ga tions that left the ELCA since
its formation in 1988.

Since 2009, 915 con gre ga tions have taken a first vote
to leave the ELCA.  Ac cord ing to the ed i tor of The Lu -
theran 684 first votes passed and 231 failed.  He re ported
the to tal of con gre ga tions ac tu ally leav ing the ELCA
through May 2012 stands at 631.  O f those, 621 have been 
re moved from the ELCA ros ter.

The Vine and Branches, Mid Summer, 2012

Obama Holds “Gay Pride” Reception at
White House

Pres i dent Barack Obama is tell ing “gay” sup port ers
that they will have a friend and “fel low ad vo cate” in the
White House as long as he is pres i dent.

Obama spoke to les bian, “gay,” bi sex ual and
transgender guests dur ing a White House re cep tion mark -
ing LGBT Pride Month.  He touted his ad min is tra tion’s
work on ho mo sex ual rights is sues, in clud ing re peal ing the 
mil i tary’s ban on openly ho mo sex ual ser vice mem bers. 
He said even though it may have taken more time than
they would like, ho mo sex u als have seen prog ress and last -
ing change under his administration.

The pres i dent also ref er enced his re cent pub lic em -
brace of same-gen der “mar riage.”  He said that while
some Amer i cans may still be “evolv ing” on same-sex
mar riage, he and wife, Michelle, “have made up our minds 
on this is sue.”                                                 OneNewsNow.com

Denmark Forces Churches To Perform
Same-Sex ‘Marriages’

 The gov ern ment of Den mark has voted to force
churches in the es tab lished Evan gel i cal Lu theran Church
to per form same-sex ‘mar riage’ cer e mo nies, al though
one-third of all the de nom i na tion’s pas tors say they will
not par tic i pate in such rituals.

The vote in the Dan ish Par lia ment was 85 – 24 to
com pel churches to carry out ‘mar riage’ cer e mo nies for
same-sex cou ples that are iden ti cal to het ero sex ual mar -
riage cel e bra tions.  Un der the law, a pas tor may opt out of
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per form ing the ‘wed ding’ ser vice for theo log i cal rea sons,
but the bishop must ar range for a re place ment.  The Dan -
ish peo ple op pose the leg is la tion, as do 8 out of 10 bish -
ops.  The Evan gel i cal Lu theran Church is Den mark’s
of fi cial state church.                            Selected

Sixty-Six Members of Congress Confront
Attacks on Faith in the Air Force

Con gress man Randy Forbes, founder and co-chair -
man of the Con gres sio nal Prayer Cau cus, along with Con -
gress woman Dian Black and Con gress man Todd Akin,
sent a let ter signed by 66 mem bers of Con gress urg ing
Sec re tary of De fense Leon Panetta to in ves ti gate a pat tern
of hos til ity to ward faith in the United States Air Force. 
The let ter calls on Sec re tary Panetta to is sue clear De part -
ment of De fense pol icy guid ance, con sis tent with our
Con sti tu tion, to pre serve the place of re li gious expression
in the military at large.

…Con gress man Forbes stated: “The Air Force has re -
peat edly ca pit u lated to de mands from groups that seek to
re move all traces of faith from the mil i tary and the pub lic
square.  When viewed in di vid u ally, any of these ac tions is
con cern ing.  But taken to gether, they high light an alarm -
ing pat tern in the Air Force that we do not see in the other
branches of the mil i tary.  Those who sac ri fice so much for
our na tion must be as sured that they need not leave their
faith at home when they vol un teer to serve.”

Press Release, Congressman J. Randy Forbes

Ac cord ing to: “Vi sion to Amer ica” – Pres i dent
Barack Obama sug gests a Con sti tu tion Amend ment to si -
lence Free Speech of Wealth ier Peo ple & Cor po ra tions.

Vision to America – 8/29/12

Ed i tor’s Note:  Just pass ing this in for ma tion along –
take it for what it might be worth.  Check it out!!

Conceived, Birthed, Sustained by Prayer

The Sec ond Con ti nen tal Con gress called for a day of
pub lic hu mil i a tion, fast ing and prayer through out  the
Col o nies on Thurs day, July 20, 1775.  From the time of the 
Pil grims, co lo nial gov er nors and leg is la tures is sued hun -
dreds of proc la ma tions, call ing upon Amer i cans to re pent, 
fast and pray.  Now, the Col o nies were at war.  Fel low pa -
triot James War ren wrote Sam uel Ad ams, “Three mil lions
of peo ple on their knees at once, sup pli cat ing the aid of
Heaven, is a strik ing cir cum stance, and a very sin gu lar
one in Amer ica.  May the bless ings of Heaven follow in
answer to our prayers.” 

Their prayers were heard.  When the Dec la ra tion of

In de pend ence was signed in July, 1776, Sam uel Ad ams
ex claimed, “We have this day re stored the Sov er eign to
Whom all men ought to be obe di ent.  He reigns in heaven
and from the ris ing to the set ting of the sun, let His
kingdom come.”

Ours was not a “rev o lu tion” like oth ers.  The Found -
ers were mo ti vated by faith and righ teous prin ci ple.  Our
Re pub lic, where God is ac knowl edged as the Su preme
Au thor of our “un alien able rights,” was not just the fruit of 
bril liant states man ship or even the shed blood of pa tri ots,
but the grace of God.  Our Fore fa thers were led by Prov i -
dence.  Amer ica was birthed by the ag o niz ing prayers of
men and women who longed for a land where God-fear ing 
peo ple could en joy free dom in their homes, churches,
busi nesses, schools and pri vate and pub lic as so ci a tions,
where pri vate prop erty and re li gious lib erty would be pro -
tected by just laws, where po lit i cal liberty would allow
faith to flourish.

Faith Research Council

Ed i tor’s Note:  Oh, how ‘we’ NEED to re turn to the
same as we live in very se ri ous times (11 Tim o thy 3); not
only for ‘our’ upcom ing ELECTION: But on go ing!  As
you know, our be loved USA is in a ter ri ble ero sion: mor -
ally, re li giously and  spir i tu ally.  Most def i nitely keep in
mind that the USA is made up of ‘in di vid u als,’ - in clud ing
you and me.  

PAUSE A MOMENT!!

Pause fre quently a ‘mo ment’ and con sider what it
means for a per son to die with out be ing saved OR fall ing
away from Je sus (Apos tasy)?  They will be eter nally sep a -
rated from God and in great tor ment in hell for all eter nity.  
The Lord has given us the priv i lege and re spon si bil ity of
shar ing the Good News with our neigh bors and loved
ones, as well as peo ple through out the world.  

How ever, many times it seems that those clos est to us
are the hard est for ‘us’ to share the ‘Good News’!  Not
only does this cause ‘us’ to quench, but also re mem ber that 
even Je sus had dif fi culty in His own home town – Mat -
thew 13:53 – 58.  A Morn ing Glory sub scrip tion is one re -
li able way to share His Word with those you love.
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What Does Your Church Need?
A great man peo ple are think ing that we need new mea sures; 
that we need new churches, new or gans, new choirs, and all
new things.  This is not what your church needs to day.  It is
the old power that the apos tles had – that is what we want;
and if we will have that in or churches, there will be new life.  
Then we will have new pas tors – the same pas tors re newed
with power, filled with the Spirit.     D. L. Moody



Colorful Sayings Of Colorful Luther 
A sam ple of the re former’s wit and wis dom

On hu mil ity:
God cre ates out of noth ing.  There fore, un til a man is

noth ing, God can make noth ing out of him.  
If you per haps look for praise and would sulk or quit

what you are do ing if you did not get it – then taken your -
self by the ears, and if you do this in the right way, you will 
find a beau ti ful pair of big, long, shaggy don key ears.

Af flic tion is the best book in my li brary.

On the Bi ble:
The Bi ble is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it runs

af ter me, it has hands, it lays hold of me.
I’d like all my books to be de stroyed so that only the

sa cred writ ings in the Bi ble would be dil i gently read.

On mar riage and fam ily:
Think of all the squab bles Adam and Eve must have

had in the course of their nine hun dred years.  Eve would
say, “You ate the ap ple,” and Adam would re tort, “You
gave it to me.”

Peo ple who do not like chil dren are swine, dunces,
and block heads, not wor thy to be called men and women,
be cause they de spise the bless ing of God, the Cre ator and
Au thor of mar riage.

On faith: 
Faith is the “yes” of the heart, a con vic tion on which

one stakes one’s life.  
The truth is might ier than el o quence, the Spirit greater 

than ge nius, faith more than ed u ca tion.
Our faith is an as tound ing thing – as tound ing that I

should be lieve him to be the Son of God who is sus pended
on the cross, whom I have never seen, with whom I have
never be come ac quainted.

On hu man na ture:
Noth ing is eas ier than sin ning.
Hu man na ture is like a drunk peas ant.  Lift him into

the sad dle on one side, over he top ples on the other side.
God uses lust to im pel man to mar riage, am bi tion to

of fice, av a rice to earn ing, and fear to faith.
Temp ta tions, of course, can not be avoided, but be -

cause we can not pre vent the birds from fly ing over our
heads, there is no need that we should let them nest in our
hair.

A lie is like a snow ball.  The lon ger it is rolled on the

ground the larger it be comes.

On preach ing:
When I preach I re gard nei ther doc tors nor mag is -

trates, of whom I have above forty in my con gre ga tion; I
have all my eyes on the ser vant maids and on the chil dren.
And if the learned men are not well pleased with what they 
hear, well, the door is open.

It is not nec es sary for a preacher to ex press all his
thoughts in one ser mon.  A preacher should have three
prin ci ples: first, to make a good be gin ning, and not spend
time with many words be fore com ing to the point; sec -
ondly, to say that which be longs to the sub ject in chief,
and avoid strange and for eign thoughts; thirdly, to stop at
the proper time.

On Church prac tices: 
A sim ple lay man armed with Scrip ture is to be be -

lieved above a pope or a car di nal with out it.
What lies there are about rel ics!  One claims to have a

feather from the wing of the an gel Ga briel, and the Bishop
of Mainz has a flame from Mo ses’ burn ing bush.  And
how does it hap pen that eigh teen apos tles are bur ied in
Ger many when Christ had only twelve?

Fare well to those who want an en tirely pure and pu ri -
fied church.  This is plainly want ing no church at all.

On mu sic:
I have no use for cranks who de spise mu sic, be cause it 

is a gift of God.  Next af ter the ol ogy, I give to mu sic the
high est place and the great est honor.

On Chris tian free dom:
Some times we must drink more, sport, rec re ate our -

selves, aye, and even sin a lit tle to spite the devil so that we 
leave him no place for trou bling our con sciences with tri -
fles.  We are con quered if we try con sci en tiously not to sin
at all.  (Ed. Keep in mind, Lu ther is not en cour ag ing SIN
nor excusing SIN) …

Not only are we the fre est of kings, we are also priests
for ever, which is far more ex cel lent than be ing kings, for 
as priest we are wor thy to ap pear be fore God to pray for
oth ers and to teach one an other di vine things.

On prayer:
Oh, if only I could pray the way this dog watches the

meat!  All his thoughts are con cen trated on the piece of
meat.  Oth er wise he has no thought, wish, or hope.
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No man should be alone when he op poses Sa tan.  The
church and the min is try of the Word were in sti tuted for
this pur pose, that hands may be joined to gether and one
may help an other.  If the prayer of one does n’t help, the
prayer of an other will.  

I have of ten learned more in one prayer that I have
been able to glean from much read ing and re flec tion.

On him self:
Next to faith, this is the high est art: to be con tent in the 

call ing in which God has placed you.  I have not learned it
yet.

Our Lord God must be a pi ous man to be able to love
ras cals.  I can’t do it, and yet I am a ras cal my self.  

“(Oth ers) try to make me a fixed star, but I am an ir -
reg u lar planet.”

If I rest, I rust.

Compiled by Mary Ann Jeffreys - Selected and Edited.

Ed i tor’s Note: Keep in mind that Mar tin Lu ther was a
‘sin ner’ saved by GRACE and ex pe ri enced SALVATION
is by Faith alone, Word alone, GRACE alone!  He is not 
a ‘god’ to be wor shipped; but con sider what tre men dous
change he ex pe ri enced from blind spir i tual EYES to
‘where I was blind, now I see! John 9.  Just ‘think’ IF ‘we’
fol lowed his ba sic ex am ple in the ol ogy, word and deed –
what a dif fer ence there would be to day in ‘Lutheranism’,
com mu nity and be yond!  Oh how we ‘need’ Bib li cal Lu -
ther ans to day; who re al ize the ‘just shall live by faith’
(obe di ence to the Word of God)!

Oh, how we need to pray that God would raise up ‘lit -
tle’ Mar tin Lu thers in this late date!!

Open Doors
“Withal pray ing also for us, that God would

open unto us a door of ut ter ance, to speak the
mys tery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds” 

That I may make it man i fest, as I ought to
speak.”   Colossians 4:3-4.

This was Paul’s prayer re quest of the Colossian Chris -
tians, that God would open the door for His tes ti mony. 
Paul had writ ten ear lier :“when I came to Troas to preach
Christ’s gos pel, and a door was opened unto me of the
Lord” (2 Co rin thi ans 2:12).  The pur pose of an open door
is thus to preach the gos pel of Christ and to speak the mys -
tery of Christ.

Fur ther more, these pas sages in di cate that such doors
are opened by the Lord, not by hu man de vices.  In fact,
Christ Him self is “he that openeth, and no man shutteth,
and shutteth, and no man openeth” (Rev e la tion 3:7). 
Doors of tes ti mony are opened by the Lord in an swer to
prayer, but He also spec i fies three cri te ria for keep ing the
door opened.  “I have set be fore thee an open door, and no
man can shut it: for thou hast a lit tle strength, and hast
kept my word, and hast not de nied my name.” (Revelation
3:8).  

These con di tions mean, lit er ally, hav ing lit tle strength 
of one’s own and thus de pend ing only on God, jeal ously
guard ing the in teg rity of God’s Word, and up hold ing the
name of Christ as Cre ator, Sav ior, and coming King.

Even when the door is kept open by God, there is no
as sur ance of ease in en ter ing it.  Paul wrote that “a great
door and ef fec tual is opened unto me, and there are many
ad ver sar ies” (1 Co rin thi ans 16:9).  This is the rea son
prayer is needed, re ly ing on God, not man!

The Lord is also seek ing an open door into churches
that think they “have need of noth ing…Be hold, I stand at
the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open
the door, I will come in to him” …(Rev e la tion 3:17, 20).                                     
HMM

Taken from ‘Days of Praise’ (with permission) 
Institute for Creation Research

Ed i tor’s Note: AMEN!!  How true!!!   Ephe sians
6:18 – 20.  Please pray for the dif fer ent ‘ar eas’ of avail -
abil ity of the Lord’s Work, in and through the ‘Hauge
Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion/Morn ing Glory AND
that ‘we’ may be faith ful in ful fill ing these op por tu ni ties! 
Thank you.
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HORRIBLE – Many Religious ‘leaders’ 
are leading millions to Hell!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Today!  Lullaby sermons in a hushaby
pulpit – is tragically true!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

God help us to hate hypocrisy!  



We’re people of the light
Pas tor Jeff Seaver, Tri umph Lu theran Brethren Church, 

Moorhead, MN

“Pas tor Jeff, does our church have a po si tion on Hal -
low een?”  That ques tion co mes up about this time ev ery
year.  With all the de lights of Oc to ber and rich ex pe ri ences 
of fall and the har vest sea son, also come the “Hal low een
di lem mas.”  What is an ap pro pri ate Chris tian re sponse? 
In case you don’t fin ish this ar ti cle, I’ll give away my
main point early: Chris tians are peo ple of the light and
[have] no busi ness cel e brat ing the deeds of darkness.

What makes this is sue com pli cated for many fam i lies
is the fact that Hal low een has been the source of fun. 
Fam ily mem o ries have been cre ated mak ing cos tumes,
carv ing pump kins, bob bing for ap ples, and hand ing out
candy to neigh bor kids.  I have my own col lec tion of warm 
mem o ries of harmless fun.

So what’s the prob lem?  Can’t we en joy the “harm -
less” as pects of this cel e bra tion and just ig nore the re ally
dark, evil stuff that some peo ple are ap par ently at tracted
to?  What’s the mat ter with my lit tle guy dress ing up like a
cow boy and walk ing around the block “trick or treat ing”
at the neighbor’s homes?

As awk ward as it can be to think through a Chris tian
re sponse to Hal low een, this can be a teach able mo ment
for our fam i lies.  This can be an ap pro pri ate time to talk
about how we are “dif fer ent” as Chris tians.  We are peo ple 
of the light.  We don’t cel e brate the deeds of dark ness. 
What does that mean when the cul ture we’re liv ing in has
em braced Hal low een so warmly?  (By the way, Hal low -
een is ap proach ing Christ mas in terms of the rev e nue it
gen er ates for the econ omy.)  (Ed i tor’s Note: ac tu ally I
won der if it does n’t sur pass it now)!!  

Where did Hal low een come from any way?  Where is
it rooted?  (Much of the in for ma tion that fol lows about the 
his tory of Hal low een was gath ered by Carl J. Mo ses for a
hand out to stu dents in schools of the Lu theran Church –
Mis souri Synod).  

The his tory can be traced back be fore the time of
Christ to the pan the is tic Celtic peo ple of the Brit ish Isles
and France.  On their cal en dar, the year be gan No vem ber
1, which meant Oc to ber 31 was New Year’s Eve.  On that
eve ning they wor shipped their god of death to sig nify the
end of the old year.  They be lieved that for this one night
this god res ur rected the people who died in the pre vi ous
year.  These “zom bies” would sup pos edly at tack peo ple,
who might be able to es cape if they as sumed dis guises, es -
pe cially if they dis guised them selves as one of the zom -
bies.  The res ur rected ones would de mand food for
them selves or they would cast a spell on the house.  Some -

times peo ple would hol low a pump kin or squash, carve a
scary face on it, and put a can dle in side to ward off the evil
ones.  For these an cient peo ple with their god less su per sti -
tions, Halloween was no laughing matter.  

It be came hor ren dously fright ful when the Dru ids
(priests and teach ers of the Celts) would ap proach a house
and de mand a fe male mem ber of the house hold to sac ri -
fice that night.  Re li able sources in di cate that hu man sac ri -
fice to the god of death was a part of their wor ship on
Hal low een.  Some times peo ple wore cos tumes of an i mal
heads or skins dur ing the cer e mony.  Af ter the an i mals and 
hu mans were burned that night, their re mains were
examined to predict the future.

Witches, Satanists, and mod ern Dru ids per form sim i -
lar cer e mo nies to day.  Oc to ber 31 marks the high est fes ti -
val for these groups.  Some prac tice the blas phe mous
Black Mass, which rid i cules and re verses things sa cred to
Christians.

Since the Celtic peo ple did not re lease such strong su -
per sti tions eas ily, many cus toms re lated to the wor ship of
the god of death re mained even af ter the peo ple be came
Chris tians.  To com bat these, in 843 AD the Chris tian
church named No vem ber 1 All Saints Day.  On that day
we re mem ber those who have died in the faith.  The eve -
ning be fore was named All Hal low E’en, which has been
short ened over time to Hal low een.  Un for tu nately, Chris -
tian cus toms have n’t re placed some of these su per sti tions.  
The Lord of Life at times seems for got ten on Hal low een
while the pagan god of death is remembered.

So what do we do?  I can’t imag ine a good rea son for
Chris tians to cel e brate dark ness, witch craft, death, evil or
fear.  Real witches aren’t funny.  The real ter ror of death is
not a joke.  Sym bols of dark ness, in clud ing witches, vam -
pires, ghosts, etc. point in a spir i tual di rec tion that is as
con trary to Christ as dark ness is to light. 

“So what are you get ting at, Pas tor?  Are you say ing
we should turn off the lights and pre tend we aren’t home
and save the money we’d spend on candy for the neigh bor
kids?”  

Let me sug gest a guide line as op posed to a list of “do’s 
and don’ts.”  How can I honor Christ, the Light of the
World, when my cul ture is hav ing fun cel e brat ing themes
rooted in deeds of dark ness?

You may choose to plan an al ter na tive for your kids
that is not “dark” and even more fun!  When many are
dark en ing their homes and fo cus ing on the “spooky,” you
may choose to light up the en try way and cre ate a happy,
hope ful sense at your door – a mo ment that is life giv ing
rather than death fo cused.  And if oth ers think you’re kill -
joy, bear it as an honor, be cause you choose to cel e brate
the light rather than the deeds of darkness.

What Hal low een does is heighten our aware ness of
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spir i tual re al ity.  We be lieve that the en emy of our souls is
no joke.  We re al ize he has used “harm less fun” like Dun -
geons and Drag ons games to draw some into the dark ness
of de monic pos ses sion.  We take the re al ity of deeds and
dan gers of darkness seriously.

Yet we don’t live in op pres sive fear.  We live con fi -
dent in Christ’s vic tory over dark ness for us.  And be cause
of Christ, we are called to walk in the light as He is in the
light and to put away the shame ful deeds of dark ness. 
When we’re sur rounded by re mind ers of dark ness, let’s
re mem ber who we are in Christ and let His light shine
through us.

This would be a great time to re view Scrip ture pas -
sages that deal with light, such as: John 1:1-14, John
3:16-21, Romans 13:12-14, 2 Co rin thi ans 6:14-18,
Ephe sians 5:8-21,  1 Pe ter 2:9-12, 1 John 1:5-7.

Talk about your re sponse to Hal low een with other
Chris tians in your life.  Let’s en cour age each other!  When 
peo ple ask “Why aren’t you into Hal low een?”  A good re -
sponse would be, “We’re cel e brat ing life, not death.  We
like the light a lot better than the dark ness.”  Some may
think you’re weird.  …but some may be drawn to wards
the light.

Taken from ‘Faith and Fellowship’ with permission.

Ed i tor’s Note:  I found this ar ti cle very in trigu ing and
hav ing it printed not to cause any one any ‘hard ship’ in re -
gards to Hal low een; but en light en ing.  Per son ally when
‘Hal low een’ co mes around I of ten think of the Ref or ma -
tion, and then grate ful for true Lu theran Bib li cal doc trine
and teachings!      

How about when ‘trick or treat ers’ come to your
‘door’, prayer fully hand them a good Gos pel Tract along
with the treat!

“Ed i to rial”

By Bob Jones

IF trai tors, se di tion ists, and rev o lu tion ar ies let their
full pur pose and mo tive be known, they would at tract only 
the kind of warped fol low ers who are moved by the same
ha treds and frus tra tions and who are as much lov ers of dis -
cord and vi o lence as they them selves are.  Le nin pre -
tended to be much con cerned for the wel fare of the
la bor ing man, yet no where are work ers more ex ploited
and in deed, en slaved than in Com mu nist coun tries.  A cur -
sory study of what goes on in to tal i tar ian coun tries should
and would dis il lu sion the most ar dent Marx ists and they
would re al ize the to tal lack of hu man i tar ian con cerns of
any sort on the part of Com mu nist gov ern ments.  There
are, how ever, thou sands of gull ible peo ple ready to be

taken in by false and ly ing pro pa ganda; and, there, they
be come ready supporters of world revolution and Soviet
tyranny.

This is a gen er a tion that calls good evil and evil good.  
The bas est sort of self ish and evil men are pro moted by the 
news me dia as heroes and lov ing ide al ists.  Good men
who stand for righ teous ness, de cency, Con sti tu tional lib -
er ties, and hu man wel fare are ig nored or rid i culed and
mis rep re sented by the news me dia.  Ra dio, tele vi sion, and
the pub lic press are quick to pro mote any lib eral cause, but 
bib li cal Chris tian ity is de spised and hated by them.  That
which is most rad i cal is de scribed as “mod er ate” while
any con ser va tive is de scribed as “an ex treme con ser va -
tive” or as be ing a mem ber of the “radical right” or the
“lunatic fringe.”

No where is the ef fect of these steam roller tac tics more 
ap par ent than in the es tab lish ment of the na tional hol i day
in honor of Mar tin Lu ther King Jr.  Sen a tors and Con -
gress men – ei ther stu pid, cow ardly, or both – voted to
honor in this way a man whose re cord with the Jus tice De -
part ment may not be opened for a num ber of years yet. 
Surely the Amer i can peo ple are en ti tled to know what is in 
his re cord that must be hid den from pub lic scru tiny.  Nev -
er the less, we are see ing the sorry spec ta cle this year and
for years ahead of gov ern ment offices closing to honor
him.

Why?  Be cause God has given this coun try over into
the hands of men who love dark ness rather than light and
who are ever quick and ready to shun truth and em brace
false hood.  The Old Tes ta ment prophet has some thing to
say about those who of fer their dreams as rev e la tions from 
God.  Men are quick to ac cept a de ceiver’s dreams but
slow to search for God’s truth or to em brace His Word.

Taken from ‘Faith for the Family’, February, 1986

Great Swell ing Words

“These are murmurers, com plain ers, walk ing af ter
their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swell ing
words, hav ing men’s per sons in ad mi ra tion be cause of ad -
van tage.” Jude 16.

This pic tur esque phrase, “great swell ing words,” is
the King James Ver sion trans la tion of huperonkos, which
lit er ally means “super-mas sive,” with the im plied noun
“words” added be cause of the con text.  

The word is used only one other time in the New Tes -
ta ment, in the par al lel pas sage in 2 Pe ter 2:18; “For when
they speak great swell ing words of van ity, they al lure
through the lusts of the flesh, through much wan ton ness,
those that were clean es caped from them who live in
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error.”
Both apos tles, in con text, are warn ing against false

teach ers who, af ter some how ob tain ing po si tions of in flu -
ence among the spir i tu ally im ma ture be liev ers in the body, 
would then seek to lead them back into worldly ways of
think ing and act ing.  Pe ter com pares those who heed such
words to washed sows go ing back to wal low in the mire (2 
Peter 2:22).

Such teach ers may ap pear very in tel lec tual and char -
is matic, with their “feigned words: (2 Pe ter 2:3), prom ises 
of “lib erty” (1 Pe ter 2:16), and flat ter ies (see text above),
but is a deadly mis take to fol low them.  Both Pe ter and
Jude give various ways by which to rec og nize them.  They 
may ac tu ally deny the re demp tive work of Christ (2 Pe ter
2:1), or seek to un der mine those whom God has placed
(Ed. Ad mit ted) in au thor ity (2:10).  Per haps most com -
monly, they are in ter ested in worldly gain or pres tige for
them selves (2 Pe ter 2:14; Jude 11).  They also may prac -
tice and en cour age carnal lifestyles (Jude 4).

Other char ac ter is tics of these de cep tive teach ers are
given in these two key chap ters and, by all means, young
(Ed. ALL) be liev ers need to be alert to this dan ger, stay ing 
close to God’s Word and obe di ent to His will.               HMM

Taken from “Days of Praise” by permission,
Institute for Creation Research 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Strength 
By Mrs. Carol (Bob) Dietsche, Amery, WI

“The Lord God is my strength; He will make my
feet like deer’s feet, and He will make me walk

on my high hills” Habakkuk 3:19.

The an no ta tion in my Bi ble adds this: “He will give
those who live by faith the same con fi dence that a
sure-footed deer has in climb ing moun tains.”  I have al -
ways ad mired these mag nif i cent crea tures and the abil ity
God has given them to climb the rocky ter rain and not fall.  
If we have Je sus as our per sonal Sav ior, we can have the
same sure-foot ed ness in our jour ney here on earth. 
Nahum 1:7 as sures us, “The Lord is good, a strong hold in
the day of trou ble; He knows those who take ref uge in
Him.”

The story is told about the Cal i for nia coastal cit ies
that have of ten ex pe ri enced the feel of an earth quake. 
Some time ago, San Fran cisco and other Bay Area cit ies
suf fered trem ors.  At first it was re ported that the Golden
Bay Bridge had suf fered con sid er able dam age.  Then a lit -
tle later, of fi cials com mented that the bridge had taken the

earth quake in stride with no ap par ent sign of dam age to
the span it self.  A score of plate glass win dows were shat -
tered in the ad min is tra tion build ing and in the tall col lec -
tor booths on the San Fran cisco side.  Still no one was
in jured.  The big thirty-six inch sus pen sion ca bles slapped
and swayed in the fierce blasts, but the span weathered the
tremor with ease.

The bridge tow ers are an chored in huge blocks of con -
crete sunk down in the bed rock.  The sus pen sion con struc -
tion of the span gives it con sid er able flex i bil ity.  A num ber 
of years ago when a sev enty-five-mile-an-hour hur ri cane
hit the bridge, it bent twelve-and-a-half feet out of line un -
der the ter rific force of that wind.  Its de signer, a New York 
en gi neer, made this com ment: “That bridge bent but it did
not break, be cause it was built to sway at least eigh teen
feet under wind pressure.”

The same thing can be said about a soul se curely an -
chored in God’s heart of love.  When storms at tempt to
shake us loose, we may bend, but we will never break. 
There is al ways a power and strength that co mes to us
through faith in God.  It may seem that we come close to
the break ing point, but God is be side us all the while.  We
are se curely fas tened to a power that is un change able and
im mov able…

Permission granted from ‘Free Lutheran Bulletin
Service” of the AFLC.   

RELIGIOUS, But not right with God?

That may sound strange to you, but there are many re -
li gious peo ple “hid ing” from God.  They may be sin cere,
but sin cer ity is not enough; they need the truth of God’s
Word.

Some peo ple think that they are Chris tians au to mat i -
cally be cause they had Chris tian par ents.  Oth ers pre sume
that at tend ing church or be ing bap tized or shar ing in Com -
mu nion makes them Chris tians.  These are all im por tant
Chris tian re spon si bil i ties, but if peo ple have never com -
mit ted their lives to Christ, their efforts are hopeless.

The Bi ble – from be gin ning to end – teaches that to be
right with God we need a sac ri fice for our sins: 

“With out the shed ding of blood there is no re mis sion
(of sins)” (He brews 9:22b).  God has pro vided sal va tion
through His Son who “once suf fered for sins, the just for
the un just, that he might bring us to God” (1 Pe ter 3:18).

Try ing to be re li gious with out Je sus Christ as one’s
Sav ior can be like tak ing a drug that dis torts a per son’s
rea son ing.  It is a de lu sion to think that per form ing a re li -
gious duty can make us right with God.  Even lead ing a re -
spect able life can never erase our sins.  We all need a
Savior.
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The Bi ble teaches that sal va tion is God’s gift that we
do not de serve, nor can ever earn.  The Lord taught that
sal va tion is through faith in Him alone: “He that be liev eth
on me hath ev er last ing life” 

(John 6:47).  His apos tle Pe ter de clared, “Through his
name who so ever be liev eth in him shall re ceive re mis sion
of sins” (Acts 10:43).  The apos tle Paul wrote of his Sav -
ior: In whom we have re demp tion through his blood, the
for give ness of sins” (Ephe sians 1:7).  The apos tle John
tes ti fies, “As many as re ceived him, to them gave he power 
to be come the sons of God, even to them that be lieve on his 
name” (John 1:12).

God’s good news turns us from our own vain at tempts
to earn His par don to Christ’s com plete sal va tion.  John
Wes ley, the great evan ge list of eigh teenth cen tury Eng -
land, strove for years to make him self ac cept able to God
by his own ef forts.  But he never found peace un til he
could say, “I trusted Christ and Christ alone for sal va tion. 
And an as sur ance was given me that He had taken away all 
my sins.”

Are you re li gious but not right with God?  Then come
to Him to day – just as we all must ap proach God, as sin -
ners in need of a Sav ior.  You can pray to God right where
you are, be liev ing that Je sus Christ died for your sins and
claim ing Him as your Lord.

Je sus prom ises, “He that heareth my word, and be -
liev eth on him that sent me, hath ev er last ing life, and shall 
not come into con dem na tion; but is passed from death
unto life” (John 5:24).

Good News Publishers, Wheaton, IL  60187
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Up Date

Please read Prov erbs 1 – 3

Our lov ing heav enly Guide, who would lead us to
the best in life, ad dressed this mes sage to My Son
(Prov erbs 2:1).  As to a child who has the ut most con fi -
dence in the lov ing wis dom of a par ent, God urges: Re -
ceive My words and hide (take to heart) My
com mand ments so that you in cline your ear unto wis -
dom and ap ply your heart (and mind) to un der stand -
ing……Yes, if you cry out for knowl edge (In sight) and
rise your voice for un der stand ing, if you seek wis dom
as you would sil ver and search for wis dom as for hid -
den trea sures, then you will un der stand the fear of the
LORD and find the knowl edge of God (2:1-5).

The fear of the LORD is a pri mary theme through -
out the Old Tes ta ment, (Ed i tor: and def i nitely a ‘prac -
tice’ in the New Tes ta ment).  It man i fests it self in an
at ti tude of rev er ence which leads one both to wor ship

the Lord and to obey His Word.  We are urged to re -
ceive…trea sure….in cline…ap ply…cry out…lift up our 
voices…seek…search for wis dom as for hid den trea -
sures (2:1-4).  Our choice is of ut most im por tance.  Our 
Lord is say ing “Take My Word se ri ously.”  We must be
so very care ful what we read, for by choos ing to read
one book, we have thus cho sen not to read an other
book.  The Word of God should al ways come first. 
Then shall you un der stand righ teous ness, and judg -
ment, and eq uity; yes, ev ery good path.  When wis dom
en ters into your heart, and knowl edge is pleas ant unto
your soul; Dis cre tion shall pre serve you, un der stand -
ing shall keep you  (2:9-11). This brings us into a right
re la tion ship with God.

In all your ways ac knowl edge Him, and He will di -
rect your paths (3:5-6).  Our sin cere, sim ple trust in
God will put us in di rect touch with the wis dom and
power of God to keep us from evil.

Spir i tu al ity does not di min ish the in tense en ergy
by which worldly suc cess is gained.  On the con trary, it 
en cour ages us to in vest as much en ergy seek ing the
wis dom that God alone can give as we would seek ing
silver or pre cious trea sures.  This means a life time of
pro gres sive spir i tual ef fort – study ing to show our -
selves ap proved unto God, work men that need not be
ashamed (11 Tim o thy 2:15).  Then as we re ceive the
Word and wis dom of God in our lives we need to lift up 
our voices in prayer that we may ac com plish the
purpose for which He created us.

Noth ing that we gain in this world – though we
gain the whole world (Mat thew 16:26; Mark 8:36,
Luke 9:25) – can com pare to the eter nal value of true
spir i tual wis dom.  This wis dom can be gained only as
the Holy Spirit en light ens our un der stand ing through
med i tat ing upon His Word (John 16:8-13).

Be not wise in your own eyes: fear the LORD, and
de part from evil (Prov erbs 3:7).  

By John A. Hash, Litt.D. from ‘’Bi ble Path way’.

As ‘we’ con tinue to press on in this the Lord’s
min is try, it con tin ues to call for ‘Team Work’!  (Your
prayer sup port, in ter est, en cour age ment, fi nan cial sup -
port, etc.) as the ‘spir i tual bat tle’ rages on!  Can ‘we’
de pend upon hear ing from YOU this month, next –
Lord will ing.   May HE con tinue to ‘bless you’ and
make ‘you’ an even ‘greater bless ing’!

Au gust in come for Morn ing Glory is app. $ 2,107.
The ac tual cost of pub lish ing and mail ing each is -

sue (monthly) of the Morn ing Glory is app. $2,000.

There are def i nitely other ex penses in volved be -
sides!
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The Hauge Fall Bi ble Con fer ence will be held at
Faith Lu theran Church of De troit Lakes, MN on Oc to -
ber 12-14.  Will You  En cour age ‘us’  by your pres -
ence? – Check the Sep tem ber is sue for the ‘sched ule’!

Are ‘you’ plan ning for a Bi ble Con fer ence, se ries
of evan ge lis tic meet ings, Gos pel tent meet ings in the
year of 2013 (Lord will ing) where ‘we’ can be of an as -
sis tance to ‘you’?

Re mem ber to ex er cise your God- 
given priv i lege\re spon si bil ity.

Please Pray for and vote on or be fore No vem ber 6th,
2012: Your VOTE and in put does count!

(Don’t vote your pock et book, but your Scrip tur ally-
enlightened con science!)


