
The Wedding Banquet
By Troy Tysdal

ev eral years ago I re ceived an in vi ta tion to at tend
my brother-in-law’s wed ding. He and his fiancée
had picked a day in June to pub licly de clare their
love for one an other and to be come united in mar -

riage.
At that time, I was a sales rep re sen ta tive for a sea sonal 

prod ucts com pany and June was our tradeshow sea son. 
Tradeshows meant long hours, week ends in ho tels and
plenty of travel.  I would be on the road for stretches of fif -
teen to twenty days at a time and did n’t think I could af -
ford to be dis tracted by a wed ding.  My pri or ity was work,
and work is im por tant.  It pays the bills and puts food on
the table.

In the Gos pel of Luke we are given the unique story of 
Mary and Mar tha.  Mar tha be lieved she had her pri or i ties
straight.  She knew there was work to be done and be -
lieved it was her re spon si bil ity to com plete the tasks be -
fore her.  Je sus saw things differently.

Luke 10:38 – 42

As Je sus and his dis ci ples were on their way, he came
to a vil lage where a woman named Mar tha opened her
home to him.  She had a sis ter called Mary, who sat at the
Lord’s feet lis ten ing to what he said.  But Mar tha was dis -
tracted by all the prep a ra tions that had to be made.  She
came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sis -
ter has left me to do the work by my self?  Tell her to help
me!”

“Mar tha, Mar tha,” the Lord an swered, “you are wor -
ried and up set about many things, but only one thing is
needed.  Mary has cho sen what is better, and it will not be
taken away from her.”

At first it ap pears that Mar tha has a le git i mate com -
plaint against Mary.  Mar tha is work ing hard, tire lessly to
pre pare her home for Je sus.  But Mary is sit ting at his feet
while there is still work to be done.

Je sus hears Mar tha’s com plaint and his re sponse chal -
lenges her to re align her pri or i ties.  You see, Mary is lis -
ten ing to the Lord of lords, the King of kings!  Mary
un der stands that the work can wait.  She un der stands that
what Je sus is say ing is more im por tant than sweep ing
floors or pre par ing food.  You see, Je sus was talk ing about
what He al ways talked about – His fa ther in heaven, the
King dom of God, the wed ding ban quet that will never
end.

Like Mar tha, we of ten place more value on ac tion, on
work, than on lis ten ing.  We dive into pro jects de signed to
better our so ci ety.  We clean ditches and build parts.  We
knit quilts and shin gle houses, and these things are good,
work is good, but work alone is not the Gos pel.  

The Gos pel is the story of the Son of God, who left
heaven, was tempted by Sa tan, and con quered.  The Gos -
pel is the story of a Sav ior who walked in our shoes, was
cru ci fied in our place and three days later rose from the
dead, thereby re mov ing the sting of death.  The Gos pel is
the story of a per fect and holy God call ing out to sin ners
who are help less and lost in dark ness.  Are you listening?

Work is good, but when we place work ahead of the
Good News – the fact that we are saved by grace alone
through faith alone, then we are in dan ger of miss ing the
point.  And if we miss the point, we miss the wed ding ban -
quet of the Lamb.

A few months af ter my brother-in-law’s wed ding, a
fam ily por trait taken at the wed ding ap peared on the wall
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in my fa ther-in-law’s home.  It
was a photo of great joy and cel e -
bra tion.  I was no tice ably ab sent
from the pic ture.  My heart sank
as I looked at the photo and my
pri or i ties were re aligned, but it
was too late.  I’d missed the
wedding!

In heaven, there is a book
that lists ev ery in di vid ual in vited
to the wed ding ban quet of the
Lamb and his bride.  No good
deed can put your name on the
list; no amount of work can earn
you a seat at the ta ble.  It is by
faith alone that you are in vited to
the cel e bra tion, and faith co mes
from hear ing the mes sage, the
word of Christ (Romans 10:17). 
Are you lis ten ing?  He who has
an ear, re joice, for your seat in
eter nity awaits. 

Taken from Faith & Fellowship
with permission granted.

CAUGHT!!

A man walked up to the bank 
teller’s win dow and shoved a
note through the open ing:  “This
is a stickup – hand over all the
money.”

The teller shoved an other
note to him: “Fix your tie – we’re 
tak ing your pic ture!”

He was al ready caught!  Yet
he thought he was get ting away
with some thing.  

Sin works just like that:  You
think you’re suc ceed ing, when
the very act of sin makes you a
fail ure.  God has al ready taken
your pic ture, and you are in trou -
ble.

Only Christ can save you
from con dem na tion.  If you re -
ject Him, re mem ber He has your
pic ture and “be sure your sin
will find you out.” Num. 32:23.
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Christ in Suffering and Triumph
“I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the
ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was,

and which is to come, the Almighty.” 
Revelation 1:8.

In the fi nal book of the Bi ble oc cur seven great “I am”
as ser tions by the glo ri fied Christ, all speak ing of His ul ti -
mate vic tory.  How ever, in the book of Psalms oc cur seven 
vastly dif fer ent “I am” state ments by Christ, all speak ing
pro phet i cally of His suf fer ings.  These are in four of the
won der fully ful filled Mes si anic psalms, all writ ten 1,000
years be fore Christ, yet each psalm cited in the New Tes ta -
ment is fulfilled by Christ.

“But I am a worm, and no man” (Psalm 22:6, com par -
ing Christ to a mother “scar let worm” who dies so that her
young may live, and in so do ing gives off a scar let fluid
which pro tects and nour ishes her young)

“I am poor and needy” (Psalm 40:17).
“I am … a stranger unto my breth ren” (Psalm 69:8).
“I am full of heavi ness” (Psalm 69:20).
“I am poor and sor row ful (Psalm 69:29).
“I … am as a spar row alone upon the house top”

(Psalm 102:7).
“I am with ered like grass: (Psalm 102:11). 
In con trast to these lonely suf fer ings of Christ, there

are the glo ries that shall fol low.  The first of the seven “I
am’s” of Rev e la tion is our text above, and four of the oth -
ers pro claim the same great truth (Rev e la tion 1:11, 17;
21:6; 22:13).  

The self-ex ist ing One, the “I am,” Je ho vah, the Lord
Je sus Christ, who cre ated all things (Al pha), will one day
tri umph and make all things new for ever (Omega).  Lis ten
to the other two won der ful tes ti mo nies: “I am he that
liveth, and was dead; and, be hold, I am alive for ev er -
more” (Rev e la tion 1:18).

“I am the root and the off spring of Da vid, and the
bright and morn ing star” (Rev e la tion 22:16).

  Henry M. Morris, Ph.D.  Taken from Days of Praise by 
Institute for Creation Research * Copyright 2013

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Government Intrusion Mocks Freedom!
By Tony Perkins 

If you’ve ever toured Monticello, then you know that
Thomas Jef fer son had very strong opin ions about what his
leg acy should be.  He wanted to be re mem bered as the man
who wrote the Dec la ra tion of In de pend ence and as the “fa -
ther” of the Uni ver sity of Vir ginia.  Both are in scribed on his
tomb stone, along with his sec ond proud est achieve ment –

authoring the Vir ginia Stat ute on Re li gious Free dom.
That might sur prise Amer i cans to day who wrongly

be lieve that our third pres i dent wanted to di vorce the gov -
ern ment of all re li gious ex pres sion.  On the con trary, what
Jef fer son wrote in Fredericksburg some 230 years ago was 
such a ground break ing de fense of free dom that the men
who drafted our Con sti tu tion re lied on it for the frame -
work of the First Amendment.

“No na tion,” the third pres i dent said years later, “has
ever ex isted or been gov erned with out re li gion.  Nor can
be.”  Thomas Jef fer son un der stood then, as we do now,
that re li gious free dom is fun da men tal to ev ery other free -
dom on earth.  Maybe that’s why, de spite all of his other
ac com plish ments, Jef fer son con sid ered the stat ute one of
his greatest legislative feats.

…In a world where three out of ev ery four peo ple live
in re gions hos tile to faith, Amer ica is still one of the
bright est lights on free dom’s shore.  But for how long no
one knows.  Un der the cur rent ad min is tra tion, Jef fer son
would barely rec og nize his country.

The gov ern ment, once the guard ian for lib erty, is now
the ag gres sor.  It tram ples our con sciences with healthcare
man dates, si lences our chap lains with rad i cal mar riage
pol i cies, and ex pels our pas tors from pub lic cer e mo nies. 
In four years, we have be come a peo ple afraid to pray,
teach, prac tice med i cine, or even man age a busi ness with -
out fear of gov ern ment back lash.

Family Research Council

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
Lam en ta tions 3:23

Here are four words, per fect in bal ance and em pha sis,
that ring with re as sur ance and strength.  They re mind us
that no Chris tian should ever ques tion the Lord’s faith ful -
ness.  We may think of our selves as be ing par tially faith -
ful, but never of Him be ing any thing but com pletely so. 
The Lord is ab so lutely trust wor thy in ev ery thing.  His is
the only per fect in teg rity; there fore, we may rest our lives
wholly upon Him.  

What ever hap pens to us, the Lord re mains faith ful in
all His ways.  Though we prove faith less, He al ways keeps 
His prom ises.  Noth ing, not even the trag e dies of life, can
al ter His un chang ing re li abil ity.  When we learn to see, as
did Jer e miah, this el egy on the fall of Je ru sa lem, not only
the Lord’s faith ful ness but also the sheer great ness of that
faith ful ness, we shall have more of His peace in our
hearts.  No won der Jer e miah went on in the next verse to
de clare, “The LORD is my por tion, saith my soul; there
will I hope in him.”     Gaebelin

Selected
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The Glorious Ministry 
Of The Gospel

2 Co rin thi ans 4:1-2

By Pas tor Lars Stalsbroten

“There fore see ing we have this min is try…”  “There -
fore” re fers back to the pre ced ing chap ter where the apos -
tle is com par ing the New Tes ta ment min is try with the Old
Tes ta ment min is try.  He is set ting forth the ex ceed ing
greater ex cel lency and glory of the New com pared with
the Old.

There fore see ing we have this min is try, this glo ri ous
min is try, as we have re ceived mercy, we faint not.

Un der all the dif fi cul ties and hard ships that the
apostles went through dur ing this min is try, they did not
faint, they did not grow weary, they did not give up.  

Sec ond Co rin thi ans 11:23 – 27 gives us a lit tle idea of
what Paul had gone through for the sake of the gos pel. 
And what was the se cret of this strength, en dur ance and
stead fast ness that Paul and his co-work ers had?  It con sists 
of just four words: We have re ceived mercy.

What do we un der stand mercy to be?  Quite of ten
grace and mercy are used in ter change ably as though they
mean the same thing.  There is a close re la tion ship be -
tween them, of course, but when the Bi ble speaks of grace
it means the un mer ited fa vor of God.  When it speaks of
mercy it makes spe cial ref er ence to the un wor thi ness of
those who receive grace.

Mercy then is the un mer ited fa vor of God to a lost,
con demned sin ner.  This is clearly il lus trated and dem on -
strated in the par a ble about the Phar i see and the pub li can. 
(Luke 18:9-14).

Paul says: This is a faith ful say ing – I for merly blas -
phemed and per se cuted and in sulted Christ; but I re ceived
mercy.  Not only the first time he got saved, but again and
again he had to come to the mercy-seat, to the throne of
grace.  He had that deep con scious ness of un wor thi ness
that drew him con tin u ally to the throne of grace where he
re ceived mercy and found grace to help in time of need.

This was the se cret of his strength in the ser vice of the
Lord.  As we have re ceived mercy, we faint not.

How is it with us on this score?
Are we in the pro cess of los ing this or have we al ready 

lost it?  Are we just slid ing along tak ing things for
granted?

Ludvig Hope, one of our great est lay-preach ers in
Nor way said once: “If we lose this feel ing of un wor thi -
ness, grace and mercy be come just empty words upon our
lips with out any re al ity and great sig nif i cance for our
hearts, and we be come in ef fec tive ser vants of the Lord. 

We still keep on pray ing, we still tes tify, we still preach,
we still sing, we take part in the ac tiv i ties of the church,
but there is no spark, no power, no fresh aroma from
Christ and His cross.  God is not glo ri fied, sin ners are not
saved.” This is a very serious matter.

The very es sence of the gos pel min is try is the deep in -
ward con scious ness that we need and re ceive mercy.  We
are in the Lord’s ser vice be cause we re ceive mercy.  This
is true no mat ter where our ser vice may be, or what our
ser vice may be.  It is God’s mercy alone that keeps us from 
faint ing in the ex er cise of this min is try.  As we have re -
ceived mercy, we faint not.

The apos tle goes on and speaks about the hon esty in
char ac ter and prac tice that the mercy of God pro duces in
his true ser vants.

The false and de ceit ful work ers had ev i dently en deav -
ored to in ject prej u dice in the minds of the peo ple against
Paul and his co-work ers.  In an swer to their false ac cu sa -
tion he says:  “We have re nounced the hid den things of
dis hon esty, not walk ing in craft i ness, nor han dling the
word of God de ceit fully.”

Dis hon esty is prac ticed un der cover, in the dark, but
they were frank and open.  Their walk was not char ac ter -
ized by craft i ness and cun ning de vises to at tract peo ple to
them selves, but in great sim plic ity and sin cer ity they
preached Je sus Christ that the peo ple might be drawn to
Him and not to them.

He says in the 5th verse: “For we preach not our -
selves, but Christ Je sus the Lord; and our selves your ser -
vants for Je sus Christ.”

They did not han dle the Word of God de ceit fully.  But
as work men that needed not to be ashamed they rightly di -
vided the Word of truth.  They preached the whole coun sel 
of God with out fear and fa vor and there fore they could
say: “We are clean from the blood of all men.”

By de clar ing the truth we com mend our selves to ev -
ery man’s con science in the sight of God.  You should un -
der line in your Bi ble: “In the sight of God.”  If it be came
clear to ev ery one, I am in the sight of God, we would have
a re vival.  It would start right now.

“Nei ther is there any crea ture that is not man i fest in
his sight; but all things are na ked and open unto the eyes
of him with whom we have to do” (He brews 4:13).  You
don’t have to do with a man, a preacher, when you are
read ing these ser mons, but you are face to face with the
liv ing God.

While I was Pas tor in one of the coastal towns of the
State of Or e gon, a fish er man came to the par son age one day. 
He said: “I am on a boat where I hear noth ing but swear ing
all the day long.  I was so hun gry for Chris tian fel low ship, so
I came over here.”  “Won der ful,” I said.  “I am so glad.”  We
talked, read and prayed.  I knew he had be come a Chris tian
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re cently, and I asked him how that had hap pened.
He told me the fol low ing in ter est ing story: “I had

been a faith ful worker in our church, in fact I had been a
dea con in my Lu theran church in the town where I lived
for over seven years.  Then I took sick and I was or dered to 
go to Se at tle for sur gery.  While in the hos pi tal my own
pas tor came to see me.  He pat ted me on the shoul der and
con sid ered me to be a good Chris tian.  But then an other
Lu theran pas tor came.  He sat down by my bed and said:
“Well, you have been a good church man all your life, but
you are not saved.  You are lost and you need to ac cept Je -
sus Christ as your Sav ior.”  All of a sud den I felt I was in
the pres ence of God and He was speak ing to me.  I said,
“That is the truth.  Will you please pray for me?”  This pas -
tor knelt down by my bed and I ac cepted Je sus Christ as
my personal Saviour.

If I had lis tened to my own pas tor I would have gone
eter nally lost, but thanks be to God that He sent one of His
true ser vants around that re ally told me the truth.

By de clar ing the truth we com mend our selves to ev -
ery man’s con science in the sight of God. 

Taken from We would see JESUS

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

For the word of the cross is to them that perish
foolishness; but unto us who are saved it is the

power of God   1 Co rin thi ans 1:18

GOD spoke many times and in many ways to us in the 
proph ets.  “At the end of these days,” He has spo ken to us
in His Son.  And a mighty speech it is, both in word and in
deed.

How ever, the cross is be yond all com par i son His
might i est speech.

The cross of Cal vary is the cen ter of his tory and of the
world.

It is the most ter ri ble and the most glo ri ous place on
earth.

There God un veils the two might i est and most mys te -
ri ous re al i ties in the uni verse: sin and grace.

No one knows what sin is un til that per son has stood at 
the cross of Christ.

And be cause most peo ple will not pause at the cross,
they have such a thought less and friv o lous view of sin.

What does the cross tell us about hu man sin ful ness?
It tells us that hu man ity is at en mity with God.  It tells

us that hu man ity is not merely evil, but that peo ple are so
evil that they will not tol er ate the good.  Our race put to
death the Only Good one that ever lived.  Not by ac ci dent,
but de lib er ately, by a well-planned ju di cial murder.

And the most re li gious peo ple of that gen er a tion did it.
The cross of Christ tells us fur ther that sin is so ter ri ble 

that not even our al mighty and all-lov ing God can for give
it with out atone ment.  

How ever, He does not re quire this sat is fac tion of oth -
ers.  He be comes man Him self, to suf fer and to die for His
en e mies.

Dear chil dren of God, let us take note of the ap pall ing
se ri ous ness of sin!  Let the pleas of Je sus and His cries of
dis tress pierce us to the very bone and mar row, that the
suf fer ings of Je sus may im part to us that fear and trem -
bling with re spect to sin which will pre serve us from mis -
us ing the grace of God.  

Taken from God’s Word for Today, by O. Hallesby,
Copyright by Augsburg Publishing House, Permission

Granted.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“The voice of weeping shall be no more heard”
Isa iah 65:19

The glo ri fied weep no more, for all out ward causes of
grief are gone.  There are no bro ken friend ships or
blighted pros pects in heaven.  Pov erty, fam ine, peril, per -
se cu tion, and slan der are un known there.  They weep no
more, for they are per fectly sanc ti fied.  No evil heart of
un be lief prompts them to de part from the liv ing God. 
They are with out fault be fore His throne and are fully con -
formed to His im age.  Well may they cease to mourn who
have ceased to sin. They weep no more, be cause all fear of
change is past.  They know that they are eter nally se cure. 
Sin is shut out, and they are shut in.  They dwell within a
city which will never be stormed.  They bask in a sun
which will never set.  They drink of a river which will
never dry, and they pluck fruit from a tree which will
never wither.  Count less cy cles may re volve, but eter nity
will not be ex hausted.  While eter nity en dures, their im -
mor tal ity and bless ed ness will co-ex ist with it.  They are
for ever with the Lord.  They weep no more, be cause ev ery
de sire is ful filled.  Im per fect as our pres ent ideas are of the 
things which God has pre pared for them that love Him, yet 
we know enough by the rev e la tion of the Spirit to know
the saints above are su premely blessed.  The joy of Christ,
which is an in fi nite full ness of de light, is in them.  That
same joy ful rest re mains for us.  Be fore long the weep ing
wil low will be ex changed for the palm branch of vic tory,
and sor row’s dew drops will be transformed into the pearls
of everlasting bliss. 

“Where fore com fort one an other with these words”
1 Thessalonians 4:18

                     Taken from Morning by Morning by C. H.
Spurgeon, Copyright 1984 by Whitaker House
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Examples
(4 Conditions and 1 Promise in ONE Bible verse)

“The things witch you have learned and re ceived and heard and saw in me, these do, and
the God of peace will be with you.”  (Philippians 4:9) 

No doubt many of you have heard and seen this ‘tragic’
truth: “What you are speaks so ‘loud’, I can’t hear what
you are say ing AND Je sus has some very strong ‘words’ 
for those who pre tend to be some thing they are not:  
hyp o crites!  Oh how many things are said and done to be
heard and seen of men.  GOD in His vocabulary  makes a 
very clear dis tinc tion in Mat thew 7:20-27, as He calls
one ‘wise’ and the other ‘fool ish’.  What’s the dif fer ence
you may ask as the ‘both’ heard the same mes sage?  One
had just ‘head knowl edge’ while the other lit er ally ‘prac -
ticed/ac tion’ that which he knew in ac cor dance with the
mes sage.  How ‘sad’ as you read the verses be fore in
Mat thew 7 and not just a ‘few’ but a ‘mul ti tude’.  

No tice in ‘our’ key verse for this me di a tion that there are 
four con di tions and one prom ise!  NOW ev ery truly
Chris tian home seeks to fol low Prov erbs 22:6 “Train up
a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he
will not de part from it.”  (Deu ter on omy 6:4-9,  11 Tim o -
thy 1:3-5 ).  

Now we are not ‘pup pets’ of God nor are our ‘chil dren’
pup pets!  Oc ca sion ally a ‘fool ish’ per son will say let the
chil dren de cide for them selves.  Well, that is like plant -
ing a ‘gar den’ and leav ing it to see what ‘grows’ best: 
The proper ‘seed’ or the ‘weeds’!  That makes as much
sense be cause by na ture we are born with ‘our’ backs to -
wards God (SIN).  That’s also an other rea son why the
the ory of ‘evo lu tion’ is so false and from the ‘fa ther of
lies’; be cause they say the fin est/stron gest sur vive: then
why is ‘mor tal ity’ get ting worse?

As Scrip ture teaches each one of ‘us’ are sym bol i cally
one of four types of ‘soil.’  It is not only so ‘vi tal’ what
we are ‘taught’; but re ceived as well.  You know in the
par a ble of the four types of soil that it is the same ‘In cor -
rupt ible SEED’ that is sown on all four types of soil; it is
the ‘soils re cep tiv ity that makes the dif fer ence.   

Quickly some will say, well I be lieve all Scrip ture is of
God (of which it is); but there is an eter nal dif fer ence be -
tween just ‘head knowl edge’ and ‘heart ex pe ri ence’ as
Bi ble Sal va tion not only ought to be taught; but re -
ceived/ex pe ri enced as well!  “You be lieve that there is
one God.  You do well.  Even the de mons be lieve – and
trem ble!’ James 2:19, Mark 16:16, John 3: 18 & 36.  The

ONE who knows each per son who is saved and each per -
son who is still in their sin (lost) says: “And this is the
tes ti mony; that God has given us eter nal life, and this
life is in His Son.  He who has the Son has life; he who
does not have the Son of God does not have life.” 1 John
5:11-12. Rev e la tion 3:20, John 6:37, 10:1-10, Joshua
24:15.  A per son with the gift of a ‘liv ing faith’ hon estly
asks how does this ap ply to my life to put into ‘prac tice’
in serv ing my liv ing Sav ior!  You see when a ‘child of
God’ co mes to be ing un der the ‘hear ing’ the WORD of
GOD, he takes a rake and gath ers it into ‘good soil’;
while a pre tender uses a ‘shovel’ and passes it on unto
some body else!  (Namaan is a good ex am ple from the
Old Tes ta ment, as the ‘mes sage’ goes from his head into
his ‘heart’ and he pur sues in ACTION).  

Here a true dis ci ple of Je sus is chal lenged (11 Tim o thy
3:12) AND seeks to rightly di vide the LAW and
GOSPEL and in love de clares the whole ‘coun sel’ of
GOD!  As a true ‘Un der Shep herd’ (Chris tian) is know
by his ‘flock’ in feed ing MY Sheep.  (As an ex am ple the
lo cal con gre ga tion/church should be an ‘Oasis’ in a ‘bar -
ren land/wil der ness, desert).  For “So then faith co mes
by hear ing, and hear ing by the word of God” Romans
10:17.

Ludvig Hope, one of our great est lay-preach ers (of years 
gone by) in Nor way said “If we lose this feel ing of un -
wor thi ness, grace and mercy be come just empty words
upon our lips with out any re al ity and great sig nif i cance
for our hearts, and we be come in ef fec tive ser vants of the
Lord.  We still keep on pray ing, we still tes tify, we still
preach, we still sing, we take part in the ac tiv i ties of the
church, but there is no spark, no power, no fresh aroma
from Christ and His cross. God is not glo ri fied, sin ners
are not saved.”  

IN ‘our’ jour ney to gether (Barb & I); which is now over
a half cen tury, by the GRACE of GOD have tried to put
into prac tice the fol low ing:  “’Only fear the LORD, and
serve Him in truth with all your heart; for con sider what
great things He has done for you” 1 Sam uel 12:24.

Eye sight is a mar vel ous ‘gift’ from our Lord and es pe -
cially spir i tu ally.  For some folk the only Bi ble they
‘read’ is a sin ner saved by grace and thus it be comes a
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Putting God to the Test
“Then they believed his promises and sang his
praise.  But they soon forgot what he had done
and did not wait for his counsel.  In the desert
they gave in to their craving, in the wasteland
they put God to the test.  So he gave them what
they asked for, but sent a wasting disease upon

them.  Psalm 106:12 – 15.

In He brews 11:27, we read that Mo ses “per se vered
be cause he saw him who is in vis i ble.”  Yet in the above
pas sage, ex actly the op po site was true of the chil dren of
Is rael.  They per se vered only when their cir cum stances
were fa vor able, be cause they were pri mar ily in flu enced
by what ever ap pealed to their senses, in stead of trust ing in 
the invisible and eternal God.

Even to day we have peo ple who live an in con sis tent
Chris tian life be cause they have be come pre oc cu pied with 
things that are ex ter nal.  There fore they fo cus on their cir -
cum stances rather than fo cus ing on God.  And God de -
sires that we grow in our abil ity to see Him in ev ery thing
and to re al ize the im por tance of seem ingly in sig nif i cant
cir cum stances if they are used to deliver a message from
Him.

We read of the chil dren of Is rael, “Then they be lieved

his prom ises.  “They did not be lieve un til af ter they saw –
once they saw Him work, then they be lieved.”  They un -
abash edly doubted God when they came to the Red Sea,
but when He opened the way and led them across and they
saw Pha raoh and his army drowned – then they be lieved.”  
The Is ra el ites con tin ued to live this kind of up-and-down
ex is tence, be cause their faith was de pend ent on their cir -
cum stances.  And this is cer tainly not the kind of faith God 
wants us to have.

The world says that “see ing is be liev ing,” but God
wants us to be lieve in or der to see.   The psalm ist said, “I
would have de spaired un less I had be lieved that I would
see the good ness of the LORD in the land of the liv ing”
(Ps. 27:13 NASB). 

Do you be lieve God only when your cir cum stances
are fa vor able, or do you be lieve no mat ter what your cir -
cum stances may be?  C. H. P.

“Faith is be liev ing what we do not see, and the re ward
for this kind of faith is to see what we be lieve.” —  Saint
Au gus tine

Taken from Streams in the Desert, by L. B. Cowman;
Copyright 1997 by Zondervan

very se ri ous mat ter.  God says that we shall be come
‘lights’ and ‘can dles’, nor are in the pro cess of the same;
but ARE.  “’Let your light so shine be fore men, that they
may see your good works and glo rify your Fa ther in
heaven’” Mat thew 5:16.  

“Nor is there sal va tion in any other, for there is no other
name un der heaven given among men by which we must
be saved.’  Now when they saw the bold ness of Pe ter and
John, and per ceived that they were un ed u cated (ig no -
rant in the EYES of the world) and un trained men, they
mar veled.  And they re al ized that they had been with Je -
sus.” Acts 4:12-13.

You know what hap pened to Pe ter when he was filled (con -
trolled) by the Holy Spirit.  That weak ling, who be fore did
not dare to tes tify to a com mon work ing girl, stood there on 
the day of Pen te cost and tes ti fied boldly to thou sands. 
What a won der ful work of God’s grace and em pow er ment
in that through this weak ves sel!  Yet Pe ter did not lose
sight of per sonal work (Acts 3).  In Acts 3, the ‘beg gar’ was 
chal lenged to ‘Look on us!”  And the ‘world’ has ev ery
right to do that to day in these days of Apos tasy and are ex -
pect ing to re ceive ‘some thing’.  Likely they see you go to
church and come from church; but do you per son ally ‘wit -
ness’ to them?

What ‘prom ise’ in His Book will God not keep, for HE
can not lie and HE is faith ful re gard less for He can not and
will not change? (Malachi 3:6, Prov erbs 30:5-6, Psalm
119:85 and He brews 13:8).  “and the God of peace will be
with you.”  Many in this ‘world’ want PEACE on their
own terms, also many pro fess PEACE, but do you have the 
PEACE OF GOD THAT PASSETH ALL UNDER -
STANDING?  Ephe sians 2:13-22 for He came preach ing
‘peace’ (v. 17), mak ing ‘peace’ by the way of the CROSS
(v. 15) and HE is ‘our’ PEACE (v. 14).  “There fore, hav -
ing been jus ti fied by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Je sus Christ”  Romans 5:1.

ENOCH WALKED WITH GOD

The story is told that as a Sunday School Teacher was
ex plain ing this won der ful truth that each day, by faith
Enoch and God would walk and talk ‘to gether’ and one
day they got so en grossed in their con ver sa tion that as
eve ning was draw ing ‘nigh’; Enoch got ex cited be cause
he was so far from his home.  THEN God said to Enoch,
‘You are nearer to My Home than your home; AND
GOD TOOK HIM!  (Gen e sis 5:22, He brews 11:5).

A Con cise Sum mary of a ‘Chris tian’s Walk’ is found in
Prov erbs 3:1 - 12.   2 Co rin thi ans 3:2, 1 PETER 4:11



From Our Fellowship Circle

G. M. L. Fargo, ND
Thank you for the Morn ing Glory.  It is so re fresh ing to re -
ceive and what a bless ing to read.

Keep up the good work.

Thank you again and God Bless.

I & P. F.  Osage, IA
Keep up the good work and hope we will see some re sults
as it seems at times so hope less in the day we live.

Please note we have a change in ad dress.  …

C. K. Roland, IA
I al ways en joy read ing the Morn ing Glory from cover to
cover.  

These rel e vant ar ti cles en cour age us to open our eyes to
what’s hap pen ing in the ‘world’ all around ‘us’ and then
in spire us to love and look to Je sus, our Lord and Sav ior,
more each day.

En closed is $…  Please con tinue to send cop ies to the fol -
low ing and for my self,  Thank you.

Ed i tor’s Note: “We” are ‘strug gling’ on this end as the
bat tle has mul ti ple bat tle fronts and ‘we’ need re-en force -
ment on ALL fronts and YOU can help to ‘strengthen’ us
in one or all fronts, as the Lord leads.

THANK YOU AND THE LORD RICHLY BLESS
YOU!

By The Way…

Why Not  ask for a ‘num ber’ of cop ies (Sam ples) of
the Morn ing Glory for like two or three months and place
them where the ‘pub lic’ has free ex po sure to them, as the
Morn ing Glory needs EXPOSURE and send in an ex tra fi -
nan cial gift to cover the cost of the same: Nat u rally fol -
lowed through with PRAYER!

Also THIS time of the year prayer fully ‘con sider’
add ing oth ers to ‘our’ mail ing list of whom you are spir i -
tu ally con cerned about: BOTH saved and un saved!

THANK YOU AND WELCOME!
A hearty ‘thank you’ to Mr. Clif ford Nel son for serv -

ing on the Board of the Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed -
er a tion for a num ber of years.  Your con sci en tious con cern 
in serv ing our Liv ing Sav ior for a num ber of years is truly
ap pre ci ated.  Mr. Nel son re quested not to be ‘re-elected’ to 
the board be cause of health is sues.  We covet your con tin -
ued prayer and sup port of this por tion of the King of
KINGS work hereon as well.  

Wel come to Mr. Wayne Almlie who will fill out the
re main ing term of Clif ford Nel son.  Wayne is no stranger
to the HLIF for he has been min is ter ing the Hauge In for -
ma tion/Morn ing Glory on the Internet for years, as well in
at ten dance and oc ca sion ally as a guest speaker. So wel -
come ‘aboard’ in this por tion of the Lord’s work!  

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE who sup ports this
‘min is try’ in Prayer, Fi nances and At ten dance.  May our
Liv ing Sav ior con tinue to richly bless each one of ‘us’ in
or der that we may be a richer bless ing unto others.  

P. S.  Please pray for a re newed vi sion/con cern for
this the Lord’s Work, for new/reg u lars folk to be in -
volved and es pe cially for more youn ger folk to take up
the man tel as well!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Everything Thrown Overboard

D. L. Moody

There some times co mes a time on ship board when ev -
ery thing must be sac ri ficed to save the pas sen gers.  The
cargo is thrown over board; the rig ging is thrown away.  At 
last the cap tain puts the trum pet to his lips and shouts,
“Cut away the mast!”

Some of you have been tossed and driven; and in your
ef fort to keep the world, you have well nigh lost your soul.  
Over board with all other anx i eties and bur den!  Drop the
sails of pride and self-righ teous ness!  God will hear your
faint est cry for help!
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True wisdom begins with ‘seeking’ God’s
Counsel/Guidance FIRST AND CONTINUES ON

as long as ‘we’ are in this journey of LIFE!



Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Preacher Arrested for Calling
Homosexuality a Sin

While on a pub lic side walk in front of the Cen tre
Court Com plex dur ing the Wimble don Ten nis Cham pi on -
ships, an Amer i can preacher was ar rested, finger printed,
had DNA sam ples taken, and then in ter ro gated af ter a
woman out shop ping called the po lice to com plain that she 
was of fended by what was being said.

Tony Miamo, a re tired Los An geles Dep uty sher iff
who trav eled to the UK with Sports Fan Out reach In ter na -
tional as part of a mis sion to bring the Gos pel to Eng land,
was speak ing from 1 Thessalonians which men tions “sex -
ual im mo ral ity” and had cited ho mo sex u al ity along side
“for ni ca tion” as ex am ples of what he be lieved went
against “God’s law.” …

An ar ti cle by ChristianNews.net quotes Tony Miamo:
“It was sur real be cause I was in ter ro gated about my faith
in Je sus Christ.  I was asked if I be lieve that ho mo sex u al -
ity is a sin.  I was asked what por tion of the Bi ble I was
read ing.  I was asked if a ho mo sex ual was hun gry and
walked up to me, would I give them something to eat.”

Po lice then con cluded by ask ing Miamo whether he
be lieved he did any thing wrong and if he would make sim -
i lar state ments again when re leased.  Miano re plied by
con tend ing that he had done noth ing un law ful and that he
would in deed preach the same mes sage again if he felt led
to do so by the Lord.  Dur ing ques tion ing the of fi cer asked
him, “Do you feel that what you did is 100 per cent ac cept -
able in a pub lic place?” and “Will you do this again to mor -
row?”  Mr. Miano re plied af fir ma tively to both ques tions. 
The in ves ti gat ing of fi cer told Mr. Miano’s so lic i tor that
his an swer to these last two ques tions left him no choice
but to seek pros e cu tion.

Christian Newswire

Ark Encounter Theme Park Being Built
in Kentucky

Ken tucky aims to be a top tour ist des ti na tion for all
who want to ex pe ri ence bib li cal his tory through the eyes
of Noah, Abra ham and first-cen tury Chris tians by way of
the Ark En coun ter, which is on sched ule to open in 2014. 
The 160-acre com plex will in clude a full-scale rep lica of
Noah’s Ark, the Tower of Ba bel, and a first-cen tury vil -
lage, along with a theme ride that will take vis i tors
through the 10 plagues of Egypt. 

Melissa Barnhart for ChristianPost.com

Thirty Public Universities Adopt More
Christian-Friendly Policies

A le gal ef fort by the faith-based or ga ni za tion Al li ance 
De fend ing Free dom launched last year has re sulted in 30
of the na tion’s pub lic uni ver si ties and col leges chang ing
their pol i cies to en sure that stu dents’ First Amend ment
free doms are pro tected, in clud ing Chris tian stu dents’ right 
to free speech and choice of leadership. 

“Pub lic uni ver si ties should en cour age, not cen sor, the
free ex change of ideas,” said ADF Se nior Coun sel Kevin
Theriot.  “This ef fort has given pub lic uni ver si ties and
col leges the op por tu nity to re spect the con sti tu tion ally
pro tected free doms of their stu dents with out any costly
litigation …”  

Among the prob lem atic pol i cies are var i ous speech
codes and zones that place un con sti tu tional re stric tions on 
stu dent speech, pol i cies that force stu dent clubs to ac cept
vot ing mem bers and of fi cers that don’t agree with the
clubs’ be liefs, and pol i cies that al low non re li gious stu dent
groups to use stu dent ac tiv ity fees but ex clude re li gious
stu dent groups even though the stu dents in those groups
have con trib uted to the fees, ac cord ing to ADF.

Alex Murashko for ChristianPost.com

New Pope Says Atheists Are Redeemed
Too!

Pope Fran cis, the leader of 1.2 bil lion Ro man Cath o -
lics around the world, said that non-Cath o lics and athe ists
can do good and that God has re deemed ev ery one, in a re -
cent speech that is mak ing waves.

“The Lord has re deemed all of us, all of us, with the
blood of Christ: all of us, not just Cath o lics.  Ev ery one! 
‘Fa ther, the athe ists?’  Even the athe ists.  Ev ery one!  And
this blood makes us chil dren of God of the first class!  We
are cre ated chil dren in the like ness of God and the blood
of Christ has re deemed us all!  And we all have a duty to
do good.  And this com mand ment for ev ery one to do
good, I think, is a beau ti ful path to wards peace…”

Selected
Ed i tor’s Note:  What ‘wish ful’ think ing; YES, Je sus

paid for the sins of the ‘whole’ world (ev ery body) – BUT
it has to be re ceived ‘in di vid u ally/per son ally’ to ‘en dorse’
the paid in full!  Any one who dis agrees with ‘Scrip ture’ is
in for ‘real trou ble’.  Acts 4:12, John 14:6, 3:18, 3:36, 1
John 5:11-13, John 10:1-10, etc.  BEWARE of ‘false
teach ings/doc trine as your ‘eter nal Soul’ is at stake!
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Mormon Church Accepts New Boy Scout
Policy on Homosexuality

The Church of Je sus Christ of Lat ter-day Saints (Mor -
mon) has re leased a state ment ex press ing their sup port for
the Boy Scouts of Amer ica af ter the youth or ga ni za tion
voted to al low openly gay members.

Re leased …Af ter the res o lu tion to change the mem ber -
ship pol icy was passed on (May 23), the LDS state ment
spoke of the long stand ing his tory be tween the church and
the BSA …     

Selected
Ed i tor’s Note:  Cults like the Mor mons, etc. are not a

group(s) with which any body should be aligned with any -
way.  Also in ad di tion to the Lat ter Day Saints Church for
ex am ple, are: United Meth od ist Church and the Ro man
Cath o lic Church (and oth ers) who spon sor a large per cent -
age of Scout chapters.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Never Stop Improving

By Fred Wil lis

A well-known build ing ma te ri als chain of stores uses
the slo gan “Never stop im prov ing.”  This is good ad vice for
any home owner.  The most valu able phys i cal thing that
most of us will ever own is our house.  It cer tainly pays to
take good care of it.  But, while we should take care of the
ma te rial pos ses sions that God has blessed us with, there are
far more im por tant things that we should never stop im -
prov ing on.

Our daily walk with the Lord is some thing that we
should never take for granted.  We should start early by
read ing our Bi ble and spend ing time in prayer.  We should
talk to the Lord all day long and ask for His guid ance and
pro tec tion.  Even the busi est of jobs should not hin der our
daily com mu ni ca tion with our heav enly Fa ther.  If you can -
not find time for the Lord on a daily ba sis, then you need to
re ar range your priorities.

Hus bands and wives should never stop im prov ing on
their mar riages.  Di vorce sta tis tics are stag ger ing, even
among Chris tians, be cause some one in each mar riage
stopped work ing on the marriage.

It has been said that if you keep on do ing af ter you get
mar ried, what you did be fore you got mar ried, you will
never get un mar ried.  The fast-paced, busy so ci ety that we
live in to day can be hard on any mar riage; but noth ing is
more need ful in Amer ica to day than strong, ex em plary
Chris tian homes. 

Hus bands and wives need to find time for each other

and work at keep ing the ro mance alive.
We should never stop try ing to im prove our chil dren. 

The early for ma tive years are crit i cal to how your chil dren
will turn out.  Par ents should be very in volved in ev ery as -
pect of their chil dren’s lives, but es pe cially the spir i tual side 
of their life.  

We al ways had fam ily de vo tions when our chil dren
were liv ing at home.  It was not the five-min ute Bi -
ble-verse-and – a prayer type but thirty to forty-five min -
utes and se ri ous re fec tion on what we just read.  We all
mem o rized many Bi ble verses to gether.  Even to day with
the chil dren grown and gone, Dad can’t help but still give a
lit tle Bi ble ad vice from time to time.  

We should do all that we can to im prove our churches. 
The need for vol un teers to help at church never stops.  Most
ev ery one has some type of tal ent that can be ben e fi cial at
church.  I’m sure the pas tor can of fer sug ges tions if you go
and vol un teer to help, but we need to be will ing to do the
menial tasks.

We should never stop try ing to im prove our minds.  By
the time I fin ished Bi ble Col lege I had twenty-two years of
for mal class room school ing.  This was count ing sec u lar
col lege and mil i tary schools.  Quite frankly, I was sick and
tired of studying. 

But as I en tered the min is try, there was a con tin u ous
call to study.  At the age of sev enty now, even though I am
no lon ger a pas tor, I still study all the time.  

There are many other ar eas of our lives that I cold men -
tion, but hope fully you get the idea.  Even though it may be
dif fi cult at times, let’s never stop im prov ing.  

Taken from Sword of the Lord

Ed i tor’s Note; “… de sire the pure milk of the word, that
you may grow thereby, if in deed you have tasted that the
Lord is gra cious” 1 Pe ter 2:2b -3.  “but grow in the grace
and knowl edge of our Lord and Sav ior Je sus Christ.  To
Him be the glory both now and for ever.  Amen” II Pe ter
3:18.  SANCTIFICATION!

“Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At all the times you can.

To all the peo ple you can,
As long as ever you can.”

         John Wes ley



 What About Tattoos?
“You shall not make any cuts in your body for the dead, nor make any tattoo marks on

yourselves:  I am the Lord.”  (Leviticus 19:28)

The trend in so ci ety to day is for peo ple to have tat toos
put on their bod ies.  Some peo ple will even go to the ex -
tent of hav ing a good share of their bod ies cov ered with
dif fer ent tat toos.  Chris tians have also en tered into this. 
Some Chris tians will put tat toos on their bod ies of a cross
or Je sus or a Bi ble verse or the like.  They say that this is a
wit ness to their faith in do ing this.  How are Chris tians
sup posed to look at tat toos?

The pre vail ing at ti tude in Chris tian ity to day is that
God looks at the heart and not the out side.  “But the Lord
said to Sam uel, ‘Do not look at his ap pear ance or at the
height of his stat ure, be cause I have re jected him; for God
sees not as man sees, for man looks at the out ward ap pear -
ance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” (1 Sam. 16:7)  This
verse is fre quently quoted and the im pres sion is given that
God only looks at the heart and we are free to do with the
out side what ever we want.  The whole con text of this
Scrip ture was for God’s choos ing a re place ment for Saul
to be king in Is rael.  When the peo ple choose Saul for their 
king, they went by his out ward ap pear ance.  “And he had
a son whose name was Saul, a choice and hand some man,
and there was not a more hand some per son than he among 
the sons of Is rael; from his shoul ders and up he was taller
than any of the peo ple.” (1 Sam uel 9:2)  God was tell ing
Sam uel that the qual i fi ca tions for be ing a king were not in
the out ward ap pear ance as Saul had, as God was look ing
at the heart to find some one who was “a man af ter God’s
own heart.”  He was NOT stat ing that God does n’t look
AT ALL on the out ward ap pear ance of a per son.

The Scrip ture at the top of the page clearly spells out
for us that God’s peo ple are not sup posed to put tat toos
upon them selves.  Some would read this and re ply, “Well,
this is from the Old Tes ta ment.  We’re not un der that cov e -
nant any lon ger.  Its dic tates don’t ap ply to the New Tes ta -
ment Chris tian.”  

Does that mean that ev ery dic tate from the Old Tes ta -
ment is no lon ger valid?  In this text, it also says, “Do not
pro fane your daugh ter by mak ing her a har lot, so that the
land  may not fall to har lotry, and the land be come full of
lewd ness.” (Lev. 19:29)  If we are go ing to dis re gard ev ery -
thing that the Old Tes ta ment teaches, then is it al right for
daugh ters to give them selves to har lotry?  This por tion of
text also says, “Do not turn to me di ums or spir it ists; do
not seek them out to be de files by them.  I am the Lord your
God.” (Lev. 19:31)  Does that mean that it is al right for a
Chris tian to seek out spir it ists and me di ums?  No.

When we read the Old Tes ta ment, we must ask our -
selves the ques tion:  “Does the New Tes ta ment give fur -
ther in sight into is sue?”  The Old Tes ta ment teaches that
an i mals were to be slain to cover the sins of the peo ple. 
We no lon ger do this be cause Je sus has come and was sac -
ri ficed once for all, the just for the un just.  The New Tes ta -
ment in structs us that this part of the Old Tes ta ment is put
away. (See Heb. 10:1-9)  There fore the Cer e mo nial Law is 
in structed for us in the New Tes ta ment as put away and not 
bind ing upon us.  The Old Tes ta ment taught “And he who
curses his fa ther or his mother shall surely be put to
death.” (Ex. 21:17)  We don’t put dis obe di ent chil dren to
death or stone adul ter ers to day be cause the Civil Law that
Is rael was un der does not ap ply to us to day.  We are
governed by the law of the land in these matters.

The Moral Law that God has given to us in the Old
Tes ta ment still ap plies to day.  Spe cifically, we can look in
the New Tes ta ment and find all of the Ten Com mand -
ments re peated for us.  So in terms of the moral dic tates of
the Old Tes ta ment, we should ask our selves:  “Does the
New Tes ta ment give fur ther in struc tion on a given prac -
tice?  Are there things banned in the Old Tes ta ment that
are lifted in the New?  Are there things al lowed in the Old
Tes ta ment that are not done in the New?”  

When we think of tat toos, we should ask our selves,
“Does the New Tes ta ment give any fur ther in struc tion on
this prac tice, ei ther in di rect com mands or in ex am ples?” 
There is no lift ing of the ban put on tat toos in the New Tes -
ta ment, ei ther in di rect com mand or by ex am ple.

In fact, the New Tes ta ment goes fur ther in its teach -
ings of the role of the be liever’s phys i cal body.  It tells the
Chris tian that his body is the Tem ple of the God the Holy
Spirit.  He is the place where God now dwells.  In the Old
Tes ta ment, the Tem ple was re vered and set apart as be ing
holy, be cause this is where God dwelled and where peo ple 
came to bow down and wor ship.  Je sus Him self even
cleansed the Tem ple when peo ple wanted to de file it. (See
John 2:13-22)  The thought of paint ing dis plays on the
Tem ple were not even con sid ered.

New Tes ta ment Chris tians are given com mands on
what to do with their bod ies.  “Or do you not know that
your body is a tem ple of the Holy Spirit who is in you,
whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  
For you have been bought with a price:  there fore glo rify
God in your body.” (1 Cor. 6:19-20)  Chris tians are to glo rify
God in their bod ies the way that the Tem ple was set apart

11



and glo ri fied in the Old Tes ta ment. “I urge you there fore,
breth ren, by the mer cies of God, to pres ent your bod ies a
liv ing and holy sac ri fice, ac cept able to God, which is your 
spir i tual ser vice of wor ship.” (Rom. 12:1)  Here our phys i -
cal bod ies are to be pre sented to God like the sac ri fices in
the Old Tes ta ment.  Animals which were phys i cally
marred were not al lowed for the sac ri fice.

It is clear from these New Tes ta ment Scrip tures that
our bod ies are not neu tral to do with what ever we please. 
God com mands us to glo rify Him with our phys i cal bod ies 
also.  Ac cord ing to God’s Word, plac ing tat toos on your
body vi o lates these com mands.

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Have you entered the storehouses …which I
reserve for times of trouble?   Job 38:22 – 23

Our tri als are great op por tu ni ties, but all too of ten we
sim ply see them as large ob sta cles.   If only we would rec -
og nize ev ery dif fi cult sit u a tion as some thing God has cho -
sen to prove His love to us, each ob sta cle would then
be come a place of shel ter and rest, and a dem on stra tion to
oth ers of His in ex press ible power.  If we would look for
the signs of His glo ri ous hand i work, then ev ery cloud
would in deed be come a rain bow, and ev ery dif fi cult
moun tain path would be come one of as cen sion,
transformation, and glorification. 

If we would look at our past, most of us would re al ize
that the times we en dured the great est stress and felt that
ev ery path was blocked were the very times our heav enly
Fa ther chose to do the kind est things for us and be stow His 
rich est bless ings.

God’s most beau ti ful jew els are of ten de liv ered in
rough pack ages by very dif fi cult peo ple, but within the
pack age we will find the very trea sures of the King’s pal -
ace and the Bride groom’s love.   –   A.B. Simpson

We must trust the Lord through the dark ness, and honor 
Him with un wa ver ing con fi dence even in the midst of dif fi -
cult sit u a tions.  The re ward of this kind of faith will be like
that of an ea gle shed ding its feath ers is said to re ceive – a re -
newed sense of youth and strength.  –   J. R. Macduff 

If we could see be yond to day
As God can see;
If all the clouds should roll away, 
The shad ows flee;
O’er pres ent griefs we would not fret.
Each sor row we would soon for get,
For many joys are wait ing yet
For you and me.

If we could know be yond to day
As God does know,
Why dear est trea sures pass away
And tears must flow’
And why the dark ness leads to light, 
Why dreary paths will soon grow bright;
Some day life’s wrongs will be made right, 
Faith tells us so.

“If we could see, if we could know,”
We of ten say,
But God in love a veil does throw
Across our way; 
We can not see what lies be fore,
And so we cling to Him the more, 
He leads us till this life is o’er;
Trust and obey.

Taken from Streams in the Desert by L. B. Cowman;
Copyright 1997 by Zondervan

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“Sanctify them through thy truth” (John 17:17)

Sanc ti fi ca tion be gins in re gen er a tion.  The Spirit of
God in fuses into man that new liv ing prin ci ple by which
he be comes a new crea ture in Christ Je sus.  This work,
which be gins in the new birth, is car ried on in two ways:
mor ti fi ca tion, where the lusts of the flesh are sub dued and
kept un der; and viv i fi ca tion by which the life which God
has put within us is made a well of wa ter spring ing up to
ev er last ing life.  This is car ried on ev ery day in what is
called per se ver ance, by which the Chris tian is pre served
and con tin ued in a gra cious state  and is made to abound in 
good works to the praise  and glory of God.  While the
Spirit of God is the au thor of sanc ti fi ca tion, there is a vis i -
ble agency em ployed which must not be for got ten.  “Sanc -
tify them,” said Je sus, “through thy truth.  Thy word is
truth” (John 17:17).  Many pas sages of Scrip ture prove
that the in stru ment of our sanc ti fi ca tion is the Word of
God.  The Spirit of God brings to our minds the pre cepts
and doc trines of truth and ap plies them with power.  These 
are heard in the ear but re ceived in the heart.  They work in 
us to will and to do of God’s good plea sure.  The Word is
the sanctifier.  If we do not hear or read the truth, we will
not grow in sanc ti fi ca tion.  “Thy word is a lamp unto my
feet and a light unto my path” (Psalm 119:105).

                            Taken from Morning by Morning by 
C. H. Spurgeon, Copyright 1984 by Whitaker House.
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Green Pastures and Still Waters
“He maketh me to lie down in green pastures;

He leadeth me beside the still waters.” 
Psalm 23:2

PSALM Twenty-three has been called the “Pearl of
Psalms.”  It has been called the “Psalm of Psalms.”  It has
been called the “Psalm of Life.”  It is the most beau ti ful,
the most ex qui site Psalm from the Old Tes ta ment Psal ter. 

The Prince of Gre nada was shut up in an old prison in
Ma drid for thirty-three years.  They were years of lone li -
ness and suf fer ing, im pris oned in a liv ing tomb.  At the
end of the thirty-three years lib erty came to him in the
form of death.  Af ter his death there was found scratched
on the walls of his dun geon these words: “Psalm
twenty-three is the most beau ti ful chap ter of the Bi ble.”
The man who could write that state ment in such con di -
tions and un der such cir cum stances cer tainly knew the
truth of that Psalm.  Yea, more, he knew the Shepherd.

That Psalm brought light into his dark dun geon that
was brighter than the can dle and warmer than the sun.  It
gave a greater lib erty than he might have known had he
been free.  It brought more glad ness to his spirit than
earthly pomp and plea sures could.  It spread for him a
greater feast than his wealth i est earthly friends ever could.

You see, even in a dark dun geon you may have green
pas tures and still wa ters.

INTERPRETATION

In or der to better un der stand the text we give a brief
ex pla na tion of the daily du ties of the Ori en tal shep herd. 
First, a word about the sheepfold.

My grand fa ther once had some sheep.  When they
were not in the pas ture they were kept in a shed built in
con nec tion with the barn.  Years ago when I heard of a
sheepfold I thought of his barn-like struc ture.

The Ori en tal sheepfold, how ever, is not a cov ered
build ing like a barn.  It is a mere en clo sure sur rounded by
a wall, pos si bly built out of rough stones, on the top of
which thorn branches are placed to keep wild beasts and
rob bers from crawl ing over.  It is al ways built out on the
range in the open.  One cor ner might have a cov er ing for
pro tec tion of the shep herd or the por ter in time of storm,
but the sheep in the fold rest un der the open heaven.  Gen -
er ally sev eral shep herds keep their flocks in the same fold.  
The sheep are brought to the fold at night and ei ther the
shep herds take turns watch ing through the night, one
watch ing while the oth ers sleep, or they hire a night
watch man who is called a por ter.  This por ter is in charge
of the sheep dur ing the night.  The en trance into the
sheepfold is by one door.  In the morn ing the shep herd
co mes to the fold to lead his sheep out to pas ture.  There

may be hun dreds of sheep in the fold, and it might look
like quite a prob lem to get them sep a rated af ter mix ing up
dur ing the night, but ev ery shep herd can quickly sep a rate
his sheep from all the rest sim ply by call ing them.  The
sheep know the voice of the shep herd, and when he ut ters
his shep herd all then will come quickly to him.  When the
sheep are gath ered, he leads them out to pas ture.  “And
when he putteth forth his own sheep he goeth be fore them”
(John 10:4).  It is the daily duty of the shep herd to see that
his sheep have plenty to eat and to drink.  The flocks are
never fed in the fold, ei ther win ter or sum mer.  They must
de pend upon for ag ing for their sus te nance.  The shep herd
must lead his flock to pas tures of ten der grass.  He must
also have in mind dur ing the wan der ings of the day a
drink ing place to which he will lead his flock.  They must
have a fresh drink ev ery day.  The land of Pal es tine is very
rough and moun tain ous.  The streams are noisy and tur bu -
lent.  You can not get a sheep to drink from a nosy, rush ing
stream.  A dog will, or the beasts of the for est will, but not
a sheep.  The sheep are afraid of wa ter.  Even the bab bling
of a foun tain will frighten them.  A dog is not help less in
the wa ter, but a sheep is.  Their wool buoys them up and
the rush ing streams car ries them away.  Be cause of this,
wells and foun tains are found all through the land of Pal -
es tine, and to these quiet drink ing places the shep herd
leads his sheep.  At the well the shep herd draws the wa ter
and pours it into the drink ing troughs.  Or some times
when the shep herd leads his sheep over the slopes he finds
a spring with its lit tle riv u let nois ily run ning down a crev -
ice, and he finds a nook where he can dam up the wa ter
and make a quiet pool.  It is so the shep herd leads his sheep 
by the wa ters for qui et ness.  At the close of the day the
shep herd leads his flock back to the fold, un less per chance 
they have wan dered too far away in search of pas ture to re -
turn  at night.  In such cases, the shep herd watches his
sheep in the field by night.

APPLICATION

What do these green pas tures and still wa ters mean to
you and me?  We are not woolly sheep.  We are hu man be -
ings sym bol ized by sheep.  The one who wrote this Psalm
was a man think ing of him self in terms of shep herd life.  It
is cus tom ary to say the green pas tures mean rest and the
still wa ters re fresh ment, which is true; but even more sim -
ply than that, green pas tures mean food and still wa ters
mean drink.  Food and drink are nec es sary for phys i cal
life, and food and drink are nec es sary for spir i tual life. 
What, then, do the green pas tures mean to us?  In other
words, what is the food of the Chris tian?  Many times in
Scrip ture the Word of God is pre sented as our food.  Jer e -
miah said, Thy words were found and I did eat them.”
Nour ish ment and strength and growth come by the Word
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of God, there fore our green pas tures are the Scrip tures. 
Many times in Scrip ture the Spirit is pre sented un der the
em blem of wa ter.  The smit ten rock is typ i cal of Christ, but 
the re fresh ing flow of wa ter at which both thirsty man and
beast as suaged his thirst speaks of the Spirit.  In John
7:37-39 our Lord said, “If any man thirst, let him come
unto me, and drink …… out of his in ner most be ing shall
flow rivers of liv ing wa ter.  But this spake he of the Spirit.”
Paul, writ ing in 1 Cor. 12:13, says, we “have been all
made to drink into one Spirit;” that is, we all drink at the
same spiritual fountain – the still waters.

Taken from The Psalm of Psalms by R. L. Moyer, D.D. 
Submitted by Paul Peterson, Kenyon, MN

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Getting In; Getting Out!

The Ma jor Mis cal cu la tion of March ing 
With a Mixed Mul ti tude 

The be liever’s sep a ra tion from the world is closely
linked with his sal va tion.  We read of Je sus Christ, Who
gave him self for our sins, that he might de liver us from
this pres ent evil world, ac cord ing to the will of God and
our Fa ther (Gal. 1:3, 4).

The cross of Christ is the door of es cape from a
doomed world, as well as the place of ref uge for a guilty
sin ner. By the cross the be liever is cru ci fied to the world
and sep a rated unto God.

Many do not see this – or do not want to see it.  They
boast of the cross as their de liv er ance from the wrath to
come but ig nore its power to sep a rate them from the
world.  They live at home in Egypt.  The un godly are their
as so ci ates; and, al though they speak of be ing in Heaven at
last, they grasp as much of the world as they can – or, to
use a pop u lar phrase, they try to “make the best of both
worlds.”

It is not “the will of God and our Fa ther” that his chil -
dren should be mixed up in un hal lowed al li ance with the
world.   He has spo ken on this with a clear ness that none
need mis take.  What think you of such a verse as this: ”ye
adul ter ers and adul ter esses, know ye not that the friend ship 
of the world is en mity with God?  Who so ever there fore will
be a friend of the world is the en emy of God” (Jas. 4:4).

This does not read like “mak ing the best of both
worlds,“ does it?  Nor has any one who ever tried to do so
found the game to be a gain ing one, ei ther for time or eter -
nity.

We learn from Is rael’s his tory the way of the Lord in
sep a rat ing His re deemed from this pres ent evil world. 
Shrink not from mak ing the line a clear one.  Let the gap
be tween you and the world be as wide as God has made it. 

The “mixed mul ti tude” (Exod. 12:38) may teach us
an other les son. If one trick fails, the en emy will try an -
other – for his de vices are not one, but many.  If he can not
re tain some of God’s re deemed in Egypt, he will seek to
send Egyp tians up to Ca naan to mix up among them.  And
has he not succeeded?

In the dead of night, it would have been a dif fi cult
thing to de tect a few Egyp tians among a band of some two
mil lion peo ple.  Prob a bly this mix ture con sisted of Egyp -
tian friends of Israelitish fam i lies, for it would ap pear they 
had in ter mar ried (Lev. 24:10), and what more nat u ral than
to ac com pany their friends!  But these be came a weak ness
and a curse to them.  It was the “mixed mul ti tude” who
cried for flesh and loathed the manna, and they led Is rael
to the same (Num. 11:4; 21:5).  And so it ever is.  

Dur ing a time when souls are be ing saved, Sa tan in -
tro duces his coun ter feits and sends them on along with the 
Lord’s re deemed.  They may go on all well for a time, but
by and by they must come out in their true col ors – al ways
leav ing their marks among the peo ple of God.  

Some fol low for the loaves and the fishes, and oth ers
are led on by nat u ral feel ings – and none more likely than
the re la tions and friends of true be liev ers, who have out -
wardly adopted the pro fes sion and name of “Chris tian”
through their in flu ence but who are at heart Egyptians.

Such will only be come a clog and a snare to the true
be liever; there fore, let us watch the worldlings who ‘un -
awares creep in’ among the saints.  Sooner or later, they
will re turn to the world, and their in flu ence for evil is
mighty.– John Ritchie

Taken from Sword of the Lord

Just to Know That Je sus Cares!

When you’ve met some dis ap point ment
And you’re tempted to feel blue,
When your plans have all been side tracked
Or some friend has proved un true,
When you’re toll ing and you’re strug gling
At the bot tom of the stairs,
It will seem a bit like Heaven
Just to know that Je sus cares!

Oh, this life is not all sun shine;
Some days dark est clouds dis close.
There’s a cross for ev ery joybell,
And a thorn for ev ery rose.
But the cross is not so griev ous
Nor the thorn the rose bud wears,
And the clouds have sil ver lin ings
When we know that Je sus cares! – Se lected
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The God-Called, Blood-Cleansed,
Spirit-Filled (Ed. Controlled) Preacher
We are think ing now of the God-called blood-

 cleansed, Spirit-filled preacher – the man of God who is
wholly oc cu pied with his con cern for and his mes sage to
his fel low be ings.  We are think ing of the man who is lit tle
con cerned about other things, but his thought is cen tered
on the sal va tion of hu man souls.

He is pos sessed with a burn ing pas sion.  Noth ing can
di vert him from his one great ob jec tive.  He is so rich in his 
own spir i tual state, he is so up lifted with the love of Christ
in his heart, he is so con strained to seek af ter the lost, he is
so sat is fied with the bless ing that God gives him as he
brings in the lost sheep that he has lit tle con cern or thought 
of ma te rial things.

This preacher we are think ing about is one of the most
in de pend ent men in the world.  Don’t mis un der stand me. 
I do not mean he is a rash man or a law less man or a man
who rends and tears pro pri ety to pieces, but I do mean that
the per fect love of Christ has cast out fear.

He feels and knows that God is with him and that his
mes sage is not his own.  He is not afraid to trust God. 
What ever co mes or goes, he charges it up to head quar ters.  
“Thou hast called me.  Thou art with me; I am dead to the
world; my life is hid with Christ in Thee.  All things con -
cern ing me are safe for time and eter nity  What care I, live
or die?  Im mor tal souls are saved and Christ is glo ri fied.”

It is a priv i lege to look upon such a man in the pul pit. 
He is not proud, and he does not cower.  He does n’t fear
the face of any man.  He is filled (Ed. Con trolled) with the
Holy Ghost.  He rests while he la bors. He feasts while he
hun gers.  His gar ment may be seedy, but he is clothed with 
in vis i ble gar ments of righ teous ness.

The weather may be be low zero, and his body may be
lean and chilled, but his heart is on fire.  He is warmed
with the sense of the in dwell ing of the Holy Ghost.  He can 
get on some how.  He eats well of what ever comes to hand.  
He braves the tem pest.  He wears out op po si tion, and he
sleeps as if he were en folded in the ev er last ing arms of
Om nip o tence.

It awak ens and stirs and thrills the souls of men to hear 
him speak.  The voice is hu man, but the truth is di vine. 
His mes sage is a sword to con quer; it is med i cine to heal; it 
is bread to feed us; it is wa ter out of the wells of sal va tion
to slake the burn ing thirst of our fam ish ing souls.

There is no way to de scribe what this man who is
God-called, blood-cleansed and Spirit-filled means to us
with his mes sage; that is the Gos pel of Christ and the
power of God unto sal va tion.  H. C. Mor ri son.

Taken from Sword of the Lord
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HAUGE FALL BIBLE CONFERENCE

Bethany Lu theran Church

West Un ion, Iowa

Pas tor Mar shall Nessa, Host Pas tor

Oc to ber 18 – 20, 2013 
(Fri day Eve ning thru Sunday noon)

JESUS ONLY

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though He was rich, yet for
your sakes He became poor, that you

through His poverty might become rich” 
II Co rin thi ans 8:9

Fri day, Oc to ber 18th 

7:00 p.m. – Pas tor Paul Larson, Callaway, MN 

Sat ur day, Oc to ber 19th 

9:00 a.m. – Prayer Time

9:30 a.m. – Cof fee/Re fresh ments

10:00 a.m. – Pas tor Jim Pe ter son, Mondovi, Wis.

11:05 a.m. – Pas tor Paul Larson 

12 Noon – (Meal served at church with a Free 
Will Of fer ing)

1:15 p.m.– Ed i tor: Rodney Stueland, Dilworth, MN

2:20 p.m.– Pas tor Jim Pe ter son

3:15 p.m.– Cof fee/Re fresh ments

3:45 p.m.– Tes ti mo nies, Fel low ship, Singspiration

7:00 p.m.– Pas tor Paul Larson

Sunday, Oc to ber 20th 

First Ses sion at 9:30 a.m. – Rodney Stueland

Clos ing Ses sion at 10:45 a.m. – Pas tor Paul Larson

He (JESUS) could have called ten thou sand an gels, 
BUT…

REMEMBER: Through out all Scrip ture they gath -
ered to hear the WORD OF GOD! 

For More In for ma tion: Please call Pas tor Mar shall
Nessa  563-422-7241

WELCOME: Please pray for, try to at tend and in -
vite oth ers!

P. S.  IF con ve nient, please bring along ‘good ies’ for
‘re fresh ment times’
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UpDate
Please prayer fully and care fully read Luke 21:1-4

REMINDER!

“for all these out of their abun dance have put in of fer -
ings for God, but she out of her pov erty put in all the
live li hood that she had.’”  Luke 21:4.

NOTICE when our Lord ob served a widow putt ing
two mites (the small est of coins) into the tem ple of fer -
ings (ac tu ally giv ing unto GOD); He praised her for
her ex trav a gance!  Why?  Not be cause of how much
she gave, but be cause she gave all she had, as HE no -
ticed what was left over for her self.  

You know it’s that kind of giv ing that hon ors GOD
(giv ing HIM free ac cess to ALL AREAS OF ‘OUR’
LIVES & let ting HIM choose what and how much we
should give!  11 Co rin thi ans 9:6 – 8.

Grat i tude of heart can of ten be seen in a gen er ous
spirit.

Au gust’s In come for Morn ing Glory is app. $5,372.00.

The ac tual cost of pub lish ing and mail ing each is sue
(monthly) of the Morn ing Glory is app. $2,000; plus
there are def i nitely other no tice able ex penses.


