
H. N. Hauge’s Christmas – 1799
fter a very stren u ous evan ge lis tic jour ney in East -
ern Nor way, Hauge had a va ca tion of three days
at home with his par ents.  In an swer to some
very plead ing in vi ta tions from friends in

Bergen, he left home April 7, 1799, to travel across the
en tire coun try, throw ing out the life line on the way to
per ish ing sin ners and strength en ing and com fort ing
God’s peo ple.

When he reached Ekér par ish west of Oslo, his old
en emy, Lensmand (par ish sher iff) Jens Gram, ar rested
him for three days.  At Kongsberg in Nummedal, Hauge
stopped a few days with “the lit tle flock.”  J. H. Berg, the
lo cal pas tor, whom Bishop Bech called “the most able
min is ter he knew,” did not seem to have mo lested Hauge
this time.  But five years later when Hauge was in for the
long im pris on ment, Berg wrote:  “The happy mo ment
has come when this dis turber of peace must make an ac -
count for all he has done to de ceive the peo ple.”

As Hauge ap proached the par ish of Rollag,
Nummedal, he had a dread ful three-fold strug gle with
Sa tan, who wanted him to re turn for only chains and im -
pris on ment awaited him.  “But for ward I go!”  Hauge
cried out de fi antly to the devil.  “Few places ex pe ri enced
such a strong and heart-stir ring re vival as the Rollag par -
ish,” Bang adds.

In Opdal, Hauge got hold of a pair of skis and went
the old way across the mighty Hardanger Moun tains
over Nørstebø and Maurset, reach ing Eidfjord and the
other Hardanger par ishes.  Evil ru mors pre ceded him that 
he was a false prophet, that he killed peo ple, etc.  On this
trip Hauge wrote a let ter, dated July 15, 1799, which we
shall quote in part:

“Through the mercy of God I am called to be His
child and to win souls for Him.  When you talk with peo -
ple, you must speak to them about their soul’s sal va tion. 
Then ask them if they want to ac cept the truth.  If they say 
‘yes,’  con vince them that they must deny them selves and 
re nounce the world and the love thereof.  If they an swer
that they are too weak and sin ful to do it, point them to
Je sus in whom there is power to live a Chris tian life for
ev ery one who de nies him self.  The fall of Adam is ter ri -
ble, the lusts are many.  But the re demp tion in Christ is
greater than the fall, and it brings power over sin to ev ery
one who ac cepts Him.”

On this trip Hauge and his friends were at tacked
most bit terly by the few news pa pers of the day.  In the
so-called “Intelligents-sedler,” we find writ ten:  “The
dis turb ers are around to ut terly con fuse the sim -
ple-minded.  Many have lost their rea son.  Some farm ers
have left their farms, hired peo ple have run away from
ser vice, and a mother has killed her own child.  The au -
thor i ties should ar rest these idle tramps  (Hauge and his
wit ness-bear ing friends) and pun ish them.”

A num ber of wit nesses were thrown into prison at
this time, of whom were Peder H. Roer who some time
later fell and prom ised “never to speak God’s Word any -
more,” where upon he was set free.  But two other friends
who were ar rested at the same time, Mikkel Hauge (H.
N.’s brother) and Torkel Gabestad, in Bang’s words: 
“Held out man fully and chose rather to suf fer with the
peo ple of God than to en joy the plea sures of sin for a sea -
son.”  They were kept in prison for over two years.

“We must stand up for the truth to the ut ter most,”
Hauge had an swered some of his ac cus ers.  Hauge did
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not stay long in Bergen this
time, though the friends
pleaded with him to do so,
and Bishop Brun in a way
pro tected him so God’s peo -
ple were at lib erty to have
meet ings.  He went north
over Sønfjord, Nordfjord,
Sønmør, Romsdal, Nordmør
and fi nally reached Trond -
heim in Au gust 1799.  Bang
says as fol lows about the
bishop and lo cal pas tors of
Trondheim :

“The bishop, Dr. J. K.
Schonheyder, was a learned
man with ra tio nal is tic lean -
ings;  ei ther half dark ness or
com plete dark ness brooded
over his teach ings and
preach ing.  Pas tor J. Angell
was cold, dry and mo not o -
nous.  Pas tor F. J. Bech was
su per fi cial, vain and hol low
and did what he was able to
stran gle the new life.”  But
the worst en emy of them all
was Hans Stenbuch of
Melhus Par ish, who posed as 
an or tho dox Lu theran and
whom even bishop Brun
called “an ap os tolic
preacher, a pa tri arch and one
who preached the old truth
unto sal va tion.”  But this
man, with such a won der ful
rep u ta tion, the devil used
more than any of the oth ers
to per se cute the peo ple of
God.  Hauge was ar rested
Dec. 9th and the trial against
him be gan Dec. 23, 1799,
two days be fore Christ mas. 
Wit nesses were brought in,
but not a sin gle one could
prove a sin gle point of all the 
mass of ac cu sa tions brought
against him.

But the bishop and the
good old or tho dox Lu theran
pas tor, H. Stenbuch, in their
burn ing ha tred to ward the
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wit nesses of God, were not go ing to let Hauge and his
friend L. Hemstad out of prison to dis turb them dur ing
the Christ mas sea son.  The 36 wit nesses had tes ti fied,
Hauge’s Chris tian life and char ac ter had been vin di cated,
but judg ment must be post poned till af ter the Christ mas
hol i days, they spite fully held.

So Hauge and Hemstad spent Christ mas, 1799, in the 
Trondheim jail, while the pas tor and bishop who had put
them there were sup posed to preach the Gos pel of sal va -
tion  in their churches.  They could rob Hauge of his tem -
po ral lib erty, but they could not rob him of the true
Christ mas joy in his heart.  He com posed a song, Dec. 23, 
1799, the day it was de cided to keep him in prison over
Christ mas. This song is well known.  The first verse ends
thus: “Verden kan mit legem binde ind i det inderste hul,
saa skal dog Aanden vinde og holde glædelig jul.”

Freely trans lated this would be:

“The world may bind my body
In the in ner most dun geon.
But my Spirit holds the vic tory
And shall ex pe ri ence a joy ful Christ mas.”

The im pris on ment, which was his sixth one, lasted in
all, two months.  On the last day in prison Hauge wrote
again:  “Ev ery one knows why I have been here.  It was
be cause I loved God and my neigh bor and con fessed His
name;  there fore I was mocked and suf fered per se cu tion. 
But all this was of grace for which I thank God;  for when
we fol low Him the heavy bur den be comes light.”

God grant us all a blessed Christ mas in our hearts. 
May He make the heavy bur den light dur ing this Christ -
mas sea son, as was H. N. Hauge’s ex pe ri ence, Christ mas
1799.

Adapted From Dr. A. Bang,
Morning Glory, Dec. 1942

No Room For Je sus

TEXT: “There was no room for them in the inn.”
(Luke 2:7)

Caesar Au gus tus de manded an en roll ment of all his
peo ple.  Pal es tine was an oc cu pied ter ri tory where the
Romans ruled.  It was not wel come news for Jo seph and
Mary who lived at Naz a reth. Since they be longed to the
tribe of Ju dah and to the fam ily of Da vid, they would
have to travel south to Beth le hem which was the head -
quar ters for this tribe.  It would take at least a week to
travel to Beth le hem.  But they would have to go be cause
Caesar Au gus tus had spo ken, and he al lowed no ex cep -
tions.

As Jo seph and Mary trav eled along, they found com -
fort in the thought that they would find a good place to
stay at the inn which was at Beth le hem.  But when they
reached the inn, the inn keeper could see that they were
poor peo ple and he coldly an swered Jo seph that there
was “no room” for them.  Jo seph went from house to
house in quir ing if there was a room for them and fi nally
found a man who would let them stay in a sta ble.  Here on 
a bed of straw, they found a rest ing place af ter the long
and tire some jour ney.  That night Mary gave birth to the
Christ child.  He was born in a sta ble and cra dled in a
man ger be cause there was “no room” for them in the inn

To day, Je sus wants to come into our hearts.  Per haps
He has been wait ing a long time for you to make room in
your heart for Him.  He says, “Be hold, I stand at the door,
and knock:  if any man hears my voice, and opens the
door, I will come in to him” (Rev. 3:20).  Have you been
con cerned, yes, even fear ful of the con se quences of sin? 
If you have, then Je sus is knock ing at your heart’s door. 
Why do you keep this door locked, and say to Je sus, “No
room”?  There may be many strong bolts which keep the
door closed, but the stron gest bolt is your will.  Your stub -
born will can keep Je sus out.  How empty Christ mas must 
be if Je sus finds “no room” in the heart. 

Je sus wants to come into your home.  Christ mas
means so much more to us if Je sus has found room in our
homes.  Some peo ple have a motto hang ing on the wall of 
their home which says, “Je sus is the head of this house,
the un seen guest at ev ery meal, the si lent lis tener to ev ery
con ver sa tion.”  This is a good motto for ev ery Chris tian
home.  If prayer and fam ily de vo tion have been omit ted,
Je sus most likely has found “no room” in your home.  He
wants us to call upon Him, and con fess Him by word and
deed.  Many par ents fail to con fess Je sus be fore their
chil dren.  He says in Matt. 10:32, “Who so ever there fore
shall con fess me be fore men, him will I con fess also be -
fore my Fa ther which is in heaven.”  Let us con fess Him
by read ing the Word and pray ing to Him so there will be
room for Je sus in our homes.

If you have felt that there is lit tle about Christ mas
that ap peals to you this year, and the greet ing, “Merry
Christ mas” is just an empty phrase, won’t you let the
Lord Je sus come in and find room in your heart?  Then
you will know what the an gel meant when he said to the
shep herds, “I bring you tid ings of great joy which shall be 
to all peo ple, for there is born unto you this day a Sav iour
which is Christ the Lord.”  Al though the world seems
rest less and filled with many fears, still you will have
the peace which passes all un der stand ing.  

Morning Glory, Christmas 1960, Luke 2:7.
Pastor Oliver Seim, Creston, IL.
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The Mystery of Christmas

“Great is the mys tery of god li ness.” (I Tim. 3:16)

God has re vealed Him self to the world in a steadily
pro gres sive man ner.  From the dawn of his tory up un til
the days of the last of the Old Tes ta ment proph ets His
rev e la tion of Him self con sisted in pro phetic ut ter ances. 
These cen tered on the Seed of the woman who should
bruise the ser pent’s head, the Seed of Abra ham, the
Seed of Da vid, the Child born unto us who should be
called Won der ful Coun selor, Mighty God, Ev er last ing
Fa ther, Prince of Peace.  These words of proph ecy re -
ferred to the com ing forth of a shoot out of the stock of
Jesse, to One who was wounded for our trans gres sions,
and bruised for our in iq ui ties, to One who should come
forth and be a ruler in Is rael;  whose goings forth are
from of old, from ev er last ing.  The prophet Zech a riah
be ing filled with the Spirit of rev e la tion lifted his voice
to say, “Re joice greatly, O daugh ter of Zion;  shout, O
daugh ter of Je ru sa lem;  be hold thy king com eth unto
thee;  he is just, and hav ing sal va tion.”  Finally, when
the fulness of the time came, God sent forth His Son,
born of a woman.  For merly God had re vealed Him self
through the me dia of in spired words, hence forth He
would re veal Him self through the Word In car nate.

While an gels waited breath lessly to an nounce it,
while “shep herds watched their flock by night,” there
was born into the hu man fam ily in ob scure Beth le hem
Ephrathah, the Son of God, Son of Man.  Heaven’s most
per fect rev e la tion of God, earth’s great est mys tery. 
Christ, Son of God, Son of Da vid, Son of Mary, is the
soul of the mys tery of god li ness and is there fore the
Mys tery of Christ mas.  The Mys tery of Christ mas is
Life om nip o tent wrapped in swad dling clothes and laid
in a man ger.  Ev ery new-born in fant nes tled in our mod -
ern bassinets is a mys tery in it self from the point of view 
of it be ing a liv ing per son but the mys tery of it does not
chal lenge our in tel lect, our spirit, our con science, our
soul as does that of the Child of Christ mas.

The Mys tery of Christ mas chal lenges our keen est
in tel lect, de fies ex pla na tion.  And yet the ex pe ri ence of
its true mean ing and pur pose lies within the reach of ev -
ery child of man.  It is the best pos si ble rev e la tion that
God could have given us of Him self and through Him
who is its es sence we come to the best pos si ble ex pe ri -
ence of God.

The Christ Child who is the Mys tery of Christ mas
has been ap pointed heir of all things.  It was through
Him also that God made the worlds.  “Of him, and
through him, and unto him, are all things.  To him be the

glory for ever.”  “For in him were all things cre ated, in
the heav ens and upon the earth, things vis i ble and things 
in vis i ble, whether thrones, do min ions, or prin ci pal i ties
or pow ers.”  He is the one who is “up hold ing all things
by the word of his power.”  “He is the ef ful gence of his
glory, and the very im age of his sub stance.”  “Hav ing
be come so much better than the an gels.”  “He hath in -
her ited a more ex cel lent name than they.”  To Jo seph the
an gel said:  “Thou shalt call his name JESUS;  for it is he 
that shall save his peo ple from their sins.”

The Christ Child who is the Mys tery of Christ mas is 
too great for our in tel lect to com pre hend but not too
great for our faith to ap pre hend nor for our love to em -
brace.  He can not be ex plained but He can be ex pe ri -
enced.

“God, hav ing of old time spo ken unto the fa thers in
the proph ets by di vers por tions and in di vers man ners,
hath at the end of these days spo ken unto us in his Son.” 
His man ner of speak ing and re veal ing Him self goes be -
yond the lim its of our in tel lect but what He has said and
made known to us is com pre hen si ble be cause it is
couched in the lan guage of love.  The mys tery sur round -
ing the In car na tion be comes most in tel li gi ble when ap -
proached through the av e nue of ap pre ci a tion.  The more
we ap pre ci ate Christ’s min is try to our souls the greater
the mys tery of His birth seems to be come, but the more
real it be comes at the same time.  The greater its re al ity
be comes to us the deeper our ap pre ci a tion of it.

The deeper our ap pre ci a tion of it the greater our af -
fec tion for Him.  The greater our af fec tion for Him the
more in dis pens able the In car na tion is to us.  The more
in dis pens able the In car na tion is to us the more we will
want to delve into its mys tery and glory in it, and the
better we will give heed to the re vealed will of God.

H. Irving Petersen, Christmas Chimes.  © Copyright
1937.  Young Peoples’ Luther League of the United

Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Brokenness

“If you can’t come to Christ in 
brokenness, come to Christ for

brokenness.”  

C.H. Spurgeon
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Ed i to rial
Wayne Almlie

God’s Com fort
“Comfort, O comfort My people,” says your God.  Speak kindly to Jerusalem; And
call out to her, that her warfare has ended, That her iniquity has been removed,

That she has received of the LORD’s hand Double for all her sins.”
(Isaiah 40:1-2)

When read ing in one com men tary the writer said,
“Here at chap ter 40 we start the Gos pel of Isa iah, and
it con tin ues till the end of the book.”  I would agree
with him.  O the riches God shared with Isa iah.  If a
per son has just an el e men tary knowl edge of the life
and times of Je sus, all one would need is the book of
Isa iah and one could be saved.  I have read sev eral
tes ti mo nies of Jews who know ing the very min i mal
of Je sus, read Isa iah 53, the suf fer ing ser vant and got
saved. 

This text is a glo ri ous text.  In Han del’s Mes siah there 
are five songs from Isa iah 40.  Han del starts out with
the tenor solo, “Com fort Ye” and con tin ues with an -
other tenor solo, “Ev ery Val ley shall be ex alted.” 
Fol lowed by a won der ful full cho rus piece “And the
Glory of the Lord”.  In the ninth move ment he co mes
back with an other cho rus piece “O thou that tellest
good tid ings to Zion’, then al most at the end of the
Christ mas sec tion there is an alto solo “He shall feed
His flock”.  Of all the texts in the Bi ble, Han del could
have cho sen, he was in spired, and I do be lieve he was 
in spired, to base five songs, about 25 % of the Christ -
mas por tion and about 10 per cent of the to tal work on
these 11 verses in Isa iah 40.  

What are the great and pre cious prom ises that so in -
spired Han del.  The first theme is com fort. Com fort
ye, Com fort ye my peo ple.

What do you think of when you think of com fort?  It
may con jure up im ages such as a La-Z-Boy re cliner, a 
Royal Ca rib bean Cruise or just curl ing up in a big old
chair with a book in front of a fire place.  Com fort
food is all about the warm sat is fac tion and the full -
ness that’s ex pe ri enced af ter eat ing mashed po ta toes
and meatloaf.  Crea ture com forts are about hav ing a
few of the nicer things life has to of fer, such as heated 
leather seats in your car.  Which I fi nally have and am 
look ing for ward to this win ter.  Com fort con nects us
to all that is warm, fuzzy and sat is fy ing.  We don’t
think of com fort in con nec tion with strength and
power.  We think of com fort as putt ing our feet up af -

ter a hard day’s work with a cup of cap puc cino and a
crack ling fire.  When we think of com fort we think of
things that are soft and cozy. 

Maybe that’s what com fort has come to mean to this
gen er a tion, but it orig i nally had a stron ger mean ing. 
The word is a com bi na tion of two Latin words,
“cum” which means “with” and “fortis”– “strength”. 
Com fort = with strength.  Even Web ster’s dic tio nary
de fines com fort as “strength en ing aid”.  So when
God says “Com fort, Com fort My Peo ple,” he’s not
say ing give them all a La-z-Boy re cliner and three
meals a day and make sure they live on easy street. 
It’s a much stron ger con cept than that. 

Who was this strength en ing aid to be of fered to? 
“Com fort, com fort my peo ple.”   The mes sage of
com fort is to go out to God’s peo ple.  In the con text,
it’s God’s peo ple who are suf fer ing.  Is rael was now
in bond age; they were suf fer ing and were at the point
of giv ing up.  But God had a mes sage for them, they
did not need to give up, there was hope.  God was
hold ing out hope to Is rael.  The mes sage of God
given through Isa iah changes at this point in the
book.  It’s no lon ger about Judg ment, it’s about res to -
ra tion, it’s about mercy.

God does not pro claim com fort to those al ready com -
fort able.  It’s been said that God com forts the af -
flicted, and af flicts the com fort able.  For those who
are in pain, God of fers com fort.  For those who are
suf fer ing for righ teous ness sake, God of fers com fort.  
For those who are mourn ing a loss, God of fers com -
fort.  For those who have sown cor rup tion and are
reap ing the fruits of their ac tion, and have come to
the end of them selves, He of fers com fort.  To you this 
day, God of fers com fort, he of fers His strength en ing
aid.  If you are anx ious or wor ried, he of fers com fort,
if you are fear ful, He of fers com fort.  But the prom ise
is to Chris tians.  Com fort ye, com fort ye my Peo ple. 
You need to be one of God’s peo ple.  The only com -
fort God holds out to un be liev ers is the com fort that
would lead them to sal va tion.  Or do you de spise the
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The Light of the World

“I am the light of the world:  he that followeth me
shall not walk in dark ness, but shall have the light of

life.”  (John 8:12)

It is dif fi cult to think that One Light can light the
whole world.  But such a light is Je sus.  Where sin reigns 
He will take away the dark ness and give light.  When we 
fol low Je sus we are no lon ger walk ing in dark ness, but
we are walk ing in His Light.  “God so loved the world
that He gave His only be got ten Son” in or der that we
may have this Light.

It was Christ mas time and the chil dren were busy
look ing over the many gifts that the sea son had brought
into the home.

“See the beau ti ful tree,” ex claimed one.
“And the lovely star at the top,” cried an other one. 

There was a great deal of noise made as they all dis -
cussed the var i ous things that in ter ested them.  In the

cor ner of the room sat a lit tle girl by her self.  She had
said noth ing, but she lis tened ea gerly to all the talk.  Her
mother came and sat down be side her.

“Mother, is it pretty?”  she asked as she put her arms
around her mother’s neck.  The lit tle girl was blind and
could not see the pretty things in the room, so her
mother de scribed them to her.

Those who do not have Je sus are as blind as that lit -
tle girl.  Is your soul dark with sin?  Let the Sav iour wash 
it white as snow with His pre cious blood, and you will
have light.

Dear Lord Je sus, we thank Thee for com ing all the
way from glory to be the Light of the world.  In Je sus’
name.  Amen.

From Altar Steps, by R. P. Haakonson 
DECEMBER 25

riches of His good ness, for bear ance, and long suf fer -
ing, not know ing that the good ness of God leads you
to re pen tance?  (Rom 2:4) 

“Speak Com fort to Je ru sa lem”, lit er ally it’s the lan -
guage of lov ers.  “Speak to the heart of Je ru sa lem.” 
It’s put in the same way as how a young man would
speak to the heart of a young lady hop ing to win her
hand in mar riage.  This is ten der, com pas sion ate lan -
guage.  This is the heart of God, he’s had to dis ci pline
His chil dren, He did n’t want to, He re ceived no plea -
sure out of it, but it was nec es sary.  Just as you as par -
ents have had to dis ci pline your chil dren, not be cause 
you wanted to, but be cause it’s the best for the child,
so God dis ci plines His chil dren when it’s nec es sary. 
This is what God is do ing here.  Is rael has just been
dis ci plined and God is putt ing his arms around her
and ex plain ing why it was nec es sary. 

“And cry out to her!”  The prophet says, there is ur -
gency in this mes sage.  This is not a mes sage to be
whis pered in the back rooms, but a mes sage to be
shouted from the roof tops.  Cry out, that her war fare
is ended.  That her in iq uity is par doned.  This is all
pro phetic, look ing for ward to Je sus.  It is par tially
ful filled in the Old Tes ta ment with Is rael be ing al -
lowed to re turn from cap tiv ity and dwell in the land
and re build the tem ple.  Yes, Is rael’s war fare was
ended;  Is rael was no lon ger at war with God.  But ul -
ti mately it would deal with the en mity be tween man
and God that Je sus once and for all dealt with.  Peace
on earth, good will to ward man.  This peace is of fered 
through Je sus Christ to all who will re ceive it.

I have al ways found the Christ mas hol i day sea son
very happy and joy filled.  I love Christ mas mu sic,
it’s some of the most beau ti ful mu sic ever writ ten. 
Even some of the sec u lar Christ mas mu sic makes me
feel warm in side and puts a smile on my face.  But for
many, it is a time of lone li ness and de pres sion.  If that
de scribes you, look to Je sus, read the Christ mas story 
from Scrip ture, over and over again.  Lis ten to the
beau ti ful Christ mas hymns, and if you have a good
hym nal in your home, find the ad vent and Christ mas
sec tion and read the hymns like you would a de vo -
tional and med i tate on their mean ing.  Go to church,
con fess your feel ings to a Bi ble be liev ing pas tor or
friend and have them help you. 

God of fers you com fort, he of fers you strength en ing
aid.  Maybe this aid is in the fact that you need to ex -
am ine your self and see if you’re in the faith.  Many
peo ple find Christ mas a de press ing time.  Some times
this de pres sion may be rooted in the fact that you are
not saved to be gin with, that you don’t know Je sus,
the God of all com fort.  Re flect on your sin, that you
have bro ken all Ten Com mand ments like the rest of
us, I don’t know you, but if you are like me, I am a ly -
ing, thiev ing, blas phem ing, adul terer and mur derer at 
heart, and we have to face God on Judg ment Day. 
That’s what drove me to the cross.  Let the knowl edge 
of your sin draw you to the cross as well.  Then em -
brace Christ as your sub sti tute, You broke the law
and God paid your fine.  Be lieve that, em brace that,
and let the God of all com fort, com fort you this
Christ mas sea son. 



From Our Fellowship Circle

S.L. Yorkville, IL
Please be gin sub scrip tion to —.  Thank You!  And, your
im por tant work is greatly ap pre ci ated!  I Cor. 15:58

C.E. Lan cas ter, OH
To God be the Glory!  Thank you for your faith ful work.

“FEAR NOT”

Ques tion: Would like to see a piece in Morn ing Glory in
very sim ple lan guage, “How to be saved?”

An swer:  We have many good books, ar ti cles, pam phlets, 
etc., on this vi tal ques tion, such as “Guid ance to Peace,”
by Rosenius, ”Spir i tual Guid ance for Trou bled Souls" by
S. H. Njaa, “Isaac and Ishmael,” tr. by E.
Knudtson,“Bun yan’s Per sonal Ex pe ri ences”  (sum mary
in our Innermission Ch. His tory) and many oth ers.  Your
poor ed i tor who has been trou bled with doubt and fear,
may briefly give his own per sonal ex pe ri ence:

 I felt the first call at the age of four teen, fell on my
knees and prayed in my own words and sur ren dered to
the Lord as good as I un der stood, also con fessed to oth ers 
a lit tle, but was not set free, and grad u ally slid into a con -
di tion of doubt and fear, hav ing no peace nei ther with
God’s peo ple, nor with the world.

 Five years later I felt I could not con tinue in this con -
di tion, there must be an ei ther, or, now or never.  So I sur -
ren dered to the Lord again, God’s peo ple prayed for me
and I my self prayed, but only, “God be mer ci ful to me a
sin ner,” and be gan to con fess Christ again, read His word
and pray, and, by His grace, have never been en tirely
away since, but still Cal vary was not re vealed to me, I did 
not pos sess the blessed rest, at least not as I should, in the
fin ished work of Je sus.

 This went on for some years un til I heard Ludvig
Hope preach on I Cor. 12:3, “No one can call Je sus Lord
but by the Holy Ghost.”  As he in the most sim ple way
pic tured the lost, help less sin ner, who can not do a thing to 
save him self, nor does God want him to do a thing to save 
him self, and then in sim ple lan guage pic tured Christ as a
full Sav ior for the most empty, sin ful, lost, fear ful and
mis er a ble sin ner, add ing,  “The work of the Holy Spirit is
to take the help less sin ner and lead him to Cal vary and
point him to the “speak ing blood” and to “bleed ing
wounds of Je sus.”  The Holy Spirit re vealed, through this

most won der ful mes sage I have ever heard, the dy ing
Sav ior to my soul all for me as the love of God flowed
into my heart, with the com fort of the Holy Ghost and the
many ac cu sa tions, fear and un be lief left me.  “Je sus had
paid it all.”  I was set free in Christ and born of the Spirit
on Cal vary’s blood-bought ground.

 A year or two later, I was sorely as saulted by fear and 
un be lief that I was not rightly born again. But as I prayed
on my knees and again con fessed my lost and help less
con di tion I was es pe cially afraid.  I had never seen my
sin ful and lost con di tion as I should.  The Spirit of God
led me to John 6:37, “Him (with out any ex cep tion) that
com eth unto me, I will in no wise cast out.”  So, I hung
my help less soul in that prom ise, that He would not cast
me out that min ute, nor any time since, no mat ter how
poor Chris tian I had been, no mat ter how many
backslidings, fear and un be lief in my life, His prom ise
held, holds now, and will hold till the end.  Though my
heart con demns me, as it of ten does still, God and His
prom ise is greater than my heart. (I John 3:21)

 From that time I have learned more and more to live
on and in God’s prom ises de spite many fail ings, ac cu sa -
tions, fear and dark thoughts.  A num ber of times I had to
prac tice James 5:16 in my life.  Here are some of the
prom ises I have lived on and still live on.  Eph. 2:8, that I
am saved by grace, for by sim ple faith I have ac cepted the 
gift of sal va tion.

 When I was very sick of the “flu” and thought I
might die and could find noth ing in my self to hold on to, I 
clung to Rom. 5:20 to die on – “Where sin abounded,
grace did much more abound.”

 The words in 2 Cor. 12:9, that was such a great help
for John Bun yan, “My grace is suf fi cient for thee,”–
grace suf fi cient for for give ness, for strength to live a
Chris tian life, go through tri als in life and in death

 His grace is suf fi cient for me.
 Heb. 7:25, that Je sus is pray ing for me at the right

hand of God, and able to save to the ut ter most-even a sin -
ner like me.

 Is. 1:18, and es pe cially Is. 42:3, that “He will not
break the bruised reed,” but ac cept me when I am on a
low level, feel weak, and sin ful – still He will not turn me
away.  When I turn to Him He will never turn away from
me.  May God give this trou bled soul and all the friends a
very blessed Christ mas.  “Fear not, be hold, I bring you
good tid ings.”

Dec. 1951 Morning Glory by P. Ljostveit
from Luke 2:10
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Believable…Yet Unbelieveable

America Has Not Yet Criminalized
Prayer, But the Path is Quickly Being
Paved in Twenty-Two States

We used to say, “That will never hap pen here.”  Boys
in girls’ restrooms?  Im pos si ble.  Bi o log i cal males in
girls’ sports?  Un think able.  Churches forced to close? 
Never.  Wor ship pers told they can’t sing be cause it might
be un safe?  Ab surd.  Prayer re stricted or criminalized? 
Not in the free world.  But those head lines are no lon ger
hy po thet i cal.  They have be come re al ity.

A Fu neral and a Warn ing

 Travel back with me five years to Oc to ber 2020.  A
fam ily in south ern Wales gath ered to mourn the pass ing
of their 94-year-old grand mother.  At the close of her fu -
neral, masked and so cially dis tanced, they qui etly re cited
the Lord’s Prayer.  That was their crime.

 Lo cal of fi cials cited the fam ily for vi o lat ing Welsh
gov ern ment pan demic reg u la tions, clas si fy ing the prayer
as “chant ing,” an ac tiv ity banned un der COVID leg is la -
tion.  It may have seemed like an iso lated over reach at the 
time, but now, five years later, we’re see ing the fruit of
that mo ment.

From Cau tion to Criminalization

Fast for ward to 2025.  In New South Wales, Aus tra -
lia, prayer can now be con sid ered a crim i nal act.  Un der
the Con ver sion Prac tices Ban Act 2024, it is il le gal to
pray with or over some one in a way that is in ter preted as
try ing to sup press or change their sex ual ori en ta tion or
gen der iden tity—even if the per son asks for prayer.  Yes,
you read that cor rectly.

If a strug gling be liever ap proaches a pas tor and re -
quests prayer for de liv er ance from ho mo sex ual de sires or 
con fu sion about gen der, that pas tor could face up to five
years in prison.  The law does n’t even re quire co er cion. 
Just a prayer, an in ter ces sion, could be grounds for pros e -
cu tion.  And words like “re pent” may be enough to trig -
ger le gal ac tion.

Aus tra lia’s law goes fur ther.  It criminalizes pri vate
con ver sa tions, coun sel ing, and even ser mons that are not
ex plic itly af firm ing of LGBTQ+ iden ti ties.  It’s no lon ger 
about pro tect ing peo ple from harm.  It’s about si lenc ing
bib li cal truth.

Scot land and the Si lencing of Thought

Scot land has taken a sim i lar turn.  The gov ern ment

re cently passed leg is la tion that re stricts not just speech,
but prayer, within des ig nated “free speech re stric tion
zones” around abor tion fa cil i ties.  This means even pray -
ing si lently in your own home, if it can be heard in these
zones, may be con sid ered il le gal if au thor i ties deem it
“in ten tional or reck less.”

The bill, cham pi oned by an openly LGBT mem ber of 
the Scot tish Par lia ment, was rushed through in less than
24 hours and swiftly signed into law.  The mes sage is
chill ing:  faith must be si lent, es pe cially if it makes some -
one un com fort able.

Across Eu rope:  Ar rested for Praying

In April, the Fam ily Re search Coun cil re leased a so -
ber ing re port ti tled “Is Prayer a Crime?  Gov ern ment Re -
stric tions on Prayer in Eu rope.”  It doc u ments nu mer ous
cases where be liev ers were ar rested, not for shout ing or
pro test ing, but for qui etly pray ing near abor tion clin ics.

Swe den, Spain, North ern Ire land, and other parts of
the EU are fol low ing suit.  The UK’s Pub lic Or der Act
2023 im poses “buffer zones” of nearly 500 feet around
abor tion fa cil i ties, criminalizing prayer, peace ful pres -
ence, or even of fer ing help to women.  In Scot land, the
buffer ex pands to 656 feet un der the Safe Ac cess Zones
Act.  If you so much as bow your head or whis per a
prayer within these zones, you risk ar rest.  Not for pro -
test ing.  For pray ing.

Amer ica: Not Far Be hind?

While the United States has n’t yet out lawed prayer,
the path is al ready be ing paved.  Twenty-two states, in -
clud ing Cal i for nia, New York, and Il li nois, have banned
so-called “con ver sion ther apy.”  While most bans cur -
rently tar get li censed coun sel ing prac tices, the def i ni tion
is ex pand ing.  Pri vate prayer and spir i tual guid ance could 
soon be swept in.

Let’s be clear:  these laws are not just about ther apy. 
In many places, any non-af firm ing mes sage, even of fered 
lov ingly and in pri vate, is con sid ered harm ful.  In Aus tra -
lia, it’s al ready il le gal for clergy to of fer bib li cal coun sel
on same-sex at trac tion or gen der con fu sion—even if it’s
re quested.  How long be fore Amer ica fol lows suit?

The Tipping Point

How far are we from see ing pas tors in the U.S. fined
or im pris oned for pray ing with some one who wants to
change?  How long be fore “re pen tance” is la beled hate
speech?  All it takes is one law suit, one rul ing, one Su -



preme Court de ci sion.  We are not as far away as some
might think.

And yet the Church re mains largely un aware, un pre -
pared, and of ten un will ing to speak.  But si lence will not
shield us from what’s com ing.  His tory has proven that
what’s al ready re al ity across the ocean could be knock ing 
on our doors to mor row.

What Can We Do?

Pray boldly.  Even if the world says it’s il le gal,
heaven still hears.

Preach truth.  Do not wa ter down the Gos pel.  The
Word of God does not change with cul tural winds.

Pre pare for pres sure and per se cu tion.  We are en ter -
ing a time where bib li cal con vic tion will cost us some -
thing.

Stand to gether.  The body of Christ must be united,
in formed, and un afraid.

Je sus warned us:  “You will be hated by all be cause
of My name…” (Mat thew 10:22).  The tide is turn ing,
and the days of com fort able Chris tian ity are com ing to an 
end.

Is prayer a crime?  Not yet in ev ery na tion, but in too
many, it al ready is.  Will we stand be fore the storm, or
wait un til it reaches our shores?  The time is now.  The
watch men must sound the alarm.  Let the church rise,
speak, pray—and never back down.

 By David Bowen in the Harbinger’s Daily, 
July 16, 2025

Conservative Advocate Charlie Kirk
Murdered in Political Assassination

Char lie Kirk, the CEO and co-founder of the con -
ser va tive youth or ga ni za tion Turn ing Point USA, was
shot and killed on Wednes day while speak ing to a large
crowd at an event at Utah Val ley Uni ver sity.

Pres i dent Trump posted on Truth So cial sev eral
hours af ter the shoot ing, “The Great, and even Leg end -
ary, Char lie Kirk, is dead.  No one un der stood or had the
Heart of the Youth in the United States of Amer ica
better than Char lie.  He was loved and ad mired by ALL,
es pe cially me, and now, he is no lon ger with us.  Me la -
nia and my Sym pa thies go out to his beau ti ful wife,
Erika and fam ily.  Char lie, we love you!”

The prom i nent 31-year-old ad vo cate for Chris tian -
ity and po lit i cal con ser va tism leaves be hind his wife,
Erika, and two young chil dren.

Erika Kirk had posted a Bi ble verse ear lier in the
day, de clar ing, “Psalm 46:1 – God is our ref uge and
strength, a very pres ent help in trou ble.”

“This is a dark day for our state.  It’s a tragic day for

our na tion,” said Utah Gov. Spencer Cox.  “I want to be
very clear, this is a po lit i cal as sas si na tion.”

Ed i tor:  Char lie Kirk was also a Chris tian.  Be sides
the po lit i cal de bates he had on po lit i cal is sues, he was a
mis sion ary on those cam puses for the truth of the gos -
pel.  Ev ery de bate he had on a col lege cam pus he al ways 
made sure he shared his tes ti mony and preached the
Gos pel. 

The mur der it self was bad enough, but the vit ri olic
ha tred that poured forth from peo ple was un be liev able. 
It was as if the demon world broke out in cel e bra tion. 
When I saw mil lions of peo ple cel e brat ing his as sas si na -
tion on so cial me dia, it re minded me of these verses in
Rev e la tion about the mur der of the two wit nesses sent
by God.  “And those who dwell on the earth will re joice
over them and cel e brate; and they will send gifts to one
an other, be cause these two proph ets tor mented those
who dwell on the earth.”  (Rev 11:10)

Benjamin Gill, Christian Broadcasting Network,
09-10-2025

The Old De spised Doc trine

 A sig nif i cant ed i to rial ap peared a few years ago in
Frank Lesley’s “Il lus trated Weekly.”  One of New
York’s wealth i est churches, which con ducts a large so -
cial set tle ment in a needy part of the city, had is sued its
an nual re port.  It was ex tremely pes si mis tic.  A vast ex -
pen di ture of ef fort and money had been made, and while 
much good had doubt less been done, not a sin gle con -
ver sion had been made.  Re ferring to this fact the ed i tor
made this sig nif i cant state ment:  “The mod ern scheme
for rais ing the masses by ed u ca tion and im proved en vi -
ron ment has failed.  Not a soul has been saved by the
great out lay of money and ef fort fur nished by this
wealthy church.  But in the same lo cal ity there is a
strange band of men and women who pa rade the streets
each night with drum and tam bou rine to col lect fallen
men and women to hear them preach, and though they
preach but one thing, sal va tion through the blood of
Christ, there is not a sin gle night that souls are not saved. 
Say what you will, that old de spised doc trine of the
blood is the only power that can lift the masses.”

The Bible Banner (LBI Mpls,) October, 1940
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What Child Is This?
Pic ture this: A Christ mas scene in a make-be lieve

barn, with lit tle chil dren dressed in cos tume to rep li cate the 
first Christ mas.  There is an in no cent Jo seph stand ing by a
seated an gelic-faced Mary, over look ing a small crib –
make that “man ger.”

Youth ful shep herds are adoringly look ing on, and in
the near dis tance are card board fig ures of a cow, a don key,
a lamb or lambs.  And, of course, three wise men are kneel -
ing in rev er ence be fore the Holy Babe, of fer ing their ex -
qui site gifts, while sing ing, “We Three Kings of Ori ent
Are.”

Sound fa mil iar?  Yes, and it makes for a mean ing ful
Christ mas ob ser vance in a Sunday school pro gram set ting.

Yet, the harsh re al ity of what re ally hap pened that first
Christ mas is of ten lost in the warm glow of nos tal gia and
tra di tion.

Our blessed Lord Je sus Christ was born into a very
hos tile world.  Galatians 4:4–5 says:  “In the full ness of
time, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born un der 
the law, that He might re deem those who were un der the
law, that we might re ceive adop tion as sons.”

But how God did it was ab so lutely amaz ing, stranger
than the fic tion that of ten sur rounds this event.

It all be gan with a vis i ta tion by the an gel Ga briel to
Mary on that won der ful day.  The great est an nounce ment
of all time came to Mary, a young ad o les cent of per haps 15 
years of age, from a traced her i tage but with lit tle or no so -
cial stand ing or po lit i cal clout.

“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found fa vor
with God;  and, be hold, you will con ceive in your womb
and bear a son, and you shall call his name Je sus.  He shall
be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High;  and
the Lord will give him the throne of his fa ther Da vid;  and
He will reign over the house of Ja cob for ever;  and of his
king dom there will be no end.” (Luke 1:30–33)

What a fan tas tic, awe some an nounce ment!  For 4,000
years, ev ery godly woman se cretly hoped that some how she 
might be the mother of the seed of the woman that would
crush the head of the ser pent (Gen e sis 3:15), as prom ised to
our first mother, Eve, back in the Gar den of Eden.

What would any of us have done had we been the one
to re ceive such an an nounce ment?  Surely, we would have
shared the news with any lis ten ing ear.  But Mary kept all
this to her self and med i tated on it in her heart.  Not even Jo -
seph knew.  For the Scrip ture tells us: “Her hus band Jo seph,
be ing a just man and not will ing to dis grace her, de sired to
put her away se cretly.” (Mat thew 1:19)

All Jo seph knew was that his be loved Mary was with a 
child who was not his.  An an gel ap peared to Jo seph to re -
veal the sit u a tion to him.

The an gel told him, “Jo seph, son of Da vid, do not be

afraid to take Mary as your wife;  for that which has been
con ceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  And she will bear a
Son;  and you shall call His name Je sus, for it is He who
will save His peo ple from their sins.” (Mat thew 1:20–21)

As the preg nancy drew close to the end, Mary and Jo -
seph, know ing that the child (the Mes siah) was to be born
in Beth le hem, waited in Naz a reth un til God put it in the
mind of Caesar Au gus tus to ac ti vate the jour ney to Beth le -
hem for the pur pose of tax a tion en roll ment.  What trust ing
char ac ter on the part of both Mary and Jo seph to wait for
God’s per fect tim ing!  They were an amaz ing young cou -
ple.  How un like the way we might have han dled the sit u a -
tion.

Even the jour ney it self was fraught with peril – no
soft cush ion for Mary rid ing side sad dle on a gen tle don -
key.  They prob a bly walked the 70-80 miles to Beth le -
hem.  As the story from Luke 2:6-7 states:  “While they
were there, the time came for her to be de liv ered, and she
gave birth to her first born son and wrapped him in swad -
dling bands, and laid him in a man ger.”

What child is this?  The an nounce ment of his birth
was not given to the heads of state or to the lo cal me dia,
but to hum ble shep herds “out in the field, keep ing watch
over their flocks by night” (Luke 2:8).  And what an an -
nounce ment that was by the an gel!  “Be hold, I bring you
good news of great joy ... for unto you is born this day in
the city of Da vid a Sav ior, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke
2:10–11)

What child is this?  The shep herds must have won -
dered.  The con fir ma tion came from an an gel of the Lord,
no less, to give the great est le git i macy to the truth of the
event.  The whole heav enly host joined the an gel in prais -
ing God, for now they, too, un der stood what child this was.

Later in the tem ple, where Mary and Jo seph took the
baby Je sus at the age of 8 days, for the pur pose of the cir -
cum ci sion ded i ca tion, it was old Sim eon and Anna who
con firmed that “this, this is Christ the King, the babe the
son of Mary,” as noted in the fa mil iar Christ mas carol.

So, what do these awe some events mean to us, who
live this side of the fa mil iar story?  We, who of ten re flect
only the tra di tion and the sweet ness of the Christ mas
story?  For the harsh re al ity of the Babe of Beth le hem be -
came – in a few years – the cross of Cal vary.  Then, con -
sid er ing this, we are prompted to say with Pi late, “Be hold
the Man!” (John 19:5)

What child is this?  Yes, the Babe in Beth le hem, but
also the One on the cross who, shortly, would leave the
tomb empty.  “For God so loved the world that He gave
His only be got ten Son that who so ever be lieves in Him
should not per ish but have ev er last ing life.” (John 3:16)

By Pastor Oliver Olson, Lutheran Ambassador,
December 2004



Olson, an AFLC pas tor who lived in Spring Val ley,
Ca lif., passed away in Au gust 2018.  This ar ti cle is re -
printed from the De cem ber 2004 is sue.  Ed i tor: He was
also my pro fes sor at Cal i for nia Lu theran Bi ble School. 

HOW TO KNOW GOD

“This is life eter nal, that they should know thee the
only true God, and him whom thou didst send, even Je sus 
Christ.” (John 17:3)

Noth ing could be more im por tant than to know God.  
What life and death shall mean to us de pends al to gether
on whether or not we know God.  To have God in our
lives means to have peace and free dom from anx ious care 
in the dark est and most dif fi cult ex pe ri ences of life.  Even 
when “I walk through the val ley of the shadow of death, I
will fear no evil;  for thou art with me;  thy rod and thy
staff, they com fort me.”  Da vid could also say, “When I
awake, I am still with thee.” (Psalm 139:18)  In these
words he doubt less looks be yond the sleep of death.

But to be with out the knowl edge and ex pe ri ence of
God is to be “sep a rate from Christ. . . hav ing no hope and
with out God in the world.”  (Ephe sians 2:12.)  To be
with out God in the world of man kind, as it is tor mented
by the prince of this world and the con se quences of sin, is
in deed to be ut terly hope less. 

MAN WAS MADE FOR GOD

But God cre ated us for the pur pose of know ing Him
and hav ing fel low ship with Him.  God equipped us with
the nec es sary ca pac i ties for know ing and ex pe ri enc ing
Him.  “He made of one ev ery na tion of men to dwell on
all the face of the earth . . . that they should seek God, if
haply they might feel af ter him and find him, though he is 
not far from each one of us:  for in him we live, and move, 
and have our be ing.” Acts 17: 26-28. 

How close God is to ev ery one of us!  As close as the
air we breathe, as close as the en ergy by which the at oms
of mat ter in our bod ies sub sist, as close as the life which
causes mind and heart to func tion, as close as the voice of
con science in the depth of us!  Yet it is pos si ble to be in
ig no rance of God. 

IGNORANCE IS “WITHOUT EXCUSE”

When men are ig no rant of God they are “with out ex -
cuse,” says Paul in Romans 1.  (Read Romans 1: 18- 32). 
For even with out the su per nat u ral rev e la tion of God
which we have in the Scrip tures, it is pos si ble to know
some thing of God.  First, by the in tu itive knowl edge,
which is in ev ery hu man be ing, “be cause that which is

known of God is man i fest in them;  for God man i fested it
unto them.”  Sec ondly, by ob serv ing the whole cre ation
in which we live.  “For the in vis i ble things of him since
the cre ation of the world are clearly seen, be ing per ceived 
through the things that are made, even his ev er last ing
power and di vin ity.”  There fore he is in deed a fool who
says in his heart, “There is no God,” for he is de ny ing
what he knows in his heart is the truth. 

How true and how aw ful is Paul’s de scrip tion of the
plight of man with out God!  In his sum mary in Romans 3
he quotes the Psalm ist:  “There is none that seeketh af ter
God . . . There is none that doeth good, no, not so much as 
one.” 

GOD STILL SEEKS MAN

Though God gave up man to the con se quences of his
re jec tion of God, He has never given up His in ex pli ca ble
love for man, and He still is seek ing man to bring him
back to the knowl edge and ex pe ri ence of God.  It was that 
love of God which moved Him to give the rev e la tion of
Him self in the “sa cred writ ings which are able to make
thee wise unto sal va tion through faith which is in Christ
Je sus.” (2 Tim o thy 3:15)  The Old Tes ta ment scrip tures
are not only a re cord of how God worked to wards the
great act of sal va tion in and through His Son, but they are
a means by which God seeks men and works re pen tance
and faith in their hearts.  They con tain the law and the
gos pel, loaded with the love and power of God. 

Of course, God’s su preme rev e la tion of Him self was
and is in Christ Je sus. 

This is pre sented to us in and through the New Tes ta -
ment.  “God, hav ing of old time spo ken unto the fa thers
in the proph ets by di vers por tions and in di vers man ners,
hath at the end of these days spo ken unto us in his Son.” 
He brews 1:1-2. 

WE FIND GOD IN CHRIST

In the four Gos pels we learn that Je sus is God in the
flesh, liv ing and work ing among men and then dy ing to
save them from their sins.  Risen from the dead, He is
ever liv ing to make in ter ces sion for them that draw near
unto God through Him.  In His fare well words to His dis -
ci ples Je sus says, “He that hath seen me hath seen the Fa -
ther.”  What kind of a God is God?  Just the kind we see
Him to be in Je sus Christ.  To know God in Christ is more
than to know of or about Him. It is to ex pe ri ence Him in
“re pen tance to ward God and faith to ward our Lord Je sus
Christ.”

Samuel Martin Miller, The Word of Truth,
© Copyright 1952 Augsburg Book Concern
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Our Fathers Saw His Mighty Works

The Life and Min is try of Enoch L. Scotvold.
Part 3 and con clu sion.

In the years that did fol low, Conrad be came the main
spokes man and leader of the LEM, as sum ing the first di -
rec tor ship from 1948-1954.  His God-given com bi na tion
of cha risma and zeal fit him well for the task.   As time
went on, many peo ple came to sub con sciously think of
Conrad as the founder of the LEM.   Scotvold was a fre -
quent and much-loved speaker at LEM con fer ences, but
many never sus pected that it had been he in whom God
had planted the orig i nal idea for the LEM.   It has only
been in re cent years that one with a more in ti mate knowl -
edge of the story and the char ac ters has con firmed what
Conrad im plied sev eral times:  that Scotvold was in deed
“the ‘fa ther’ of the LEM.”   Orloue N. Gisselquist, LEM
sec re tary from 1943-1953, has said that the pro gram for
that orig i nal three-day con fer ence on evan ge lism “had
Scotvold’s fin ger prints all over it” and that a close fam ily
friend of the Scotvold’s also cred ited him “with orig i nat -
ing the idea of the now well known Lu theran Evan ge lis -
tic Move ment.”   Of course, the mod est Scotvold would
never have said so him self.   And, in many ways, it mat -
tered lit tle to which per son God had given the idea.   It
only mat tered that God’s work was be ing done.

 But look ing back now three-quar ters of a cen tury
later, it is surely sig nif i cant for us to know the tes ti mony
of the man whom God used to ini ti ate such a wide-spread
and ef fec tive Move ment.   Why was it that the LEM’s
main con cern was for evan ge lism within the church and
not for the mass evangelization of those out side the
church?   Per haps it was be cause the man to whom God
had given the vi sion for the LEM had him self spent many 
of the first thirty years of his life im mersed in the church
while not a Chris tian.   He knew first hand what it was to
run from God while some times feign ing out ward re li gion 
for the sake of ap pear ance.   Thus, af ter Enoch Scotvold’s 
con ver sion, his con cern was for oth ers who were like
what he had been.   And so, he was will ing to pro claim a
bold mes sage that was per haps not al ways pop u lar in the
Lu theran church.   To quote from one of his ser mons,

“Sad to say a great num ber of our dear church mem -
bers are spir i tu ally dead.   ‘Thou hast a name that thou
lives, but art dead’ (Rev e la tion 3:1).   In spite of Word and 
Sac ra ment, they have not had a per sonal meet ing with
Christ;  they have merely had an ex ter nal con tact with the 
means of grace . . . These are peo ple who re gard them -
selves as Chris tians al though they are spir i tu ally dead.  
They have never felt a real an guish on ac count of their

sins . . . Much less have they wept tears of joy and glo ri -
fied God for his mercy.   They read and hear the Word of
God with out be ing es pe cially im pressed by it . . . Peo ple
in that con di tion have noth ing but the dead faith of the in -
tel lect.”

Once Scotvold was vis it ing with a woman who had
long been a church mem ber and be lieved her self to be a
Chris tian.   But af ter some con ver sa tion, he was not as
con vinced as she was and fi nally asked her, “Have you
ever seen your self as an un godly per son?”   “No, that I
have never done!”  she re plied.   “But,” Scotvold coun -
tered, “Paul says that ‘in due time Christ died for the un -
godly.’”  [Romans 5:6]   This must mean then that Christ
did not die for you!”   Such was the in sight of a man who
had him self once been an un be liev ing church mem ber.

 There is no doubt that Enoch Scotvold’s story is re -
ally a story of God’s work ing and a tes ti mony to the fact
that “God has cho sen the weak things of the world to put
to shame the things which are mighty.”   Scotvold him self 
re al ized this.   To wards the end of his life, he re flected on
an ear lier oc cur rence. 

“I re call when I was ly ing at the point of death . . . fol -
low ing an au to mo bile ac ci dent . . . I re mem bered my con -
ver sion, and ev ery thing I had done since I had been an
evan ge list for many years.   There had been awak en ings
un der my min is try.   I had prayed with souls and seen
them saved.   But when I looked back on all that, I saw
plainly that ev ery thing was tainted with self and sin.   So I 
had to ask God to for give me . . . I had only one plea,
‘Christ died for me,’  and only one prayer, that of the pub -
li can:  ‘God be mer ci ful to me, the sin ner.’   It got down to
that!   No, you can’t de pend ei ther on your bap tis mal cer -
tif i cate or on an old con ver sion ex pe ri ence.   You’ve got
to have Christ.   The Bi ble does n’t tell us overly much of
what heaven is like, but there cer tainly is n’t any men tion
of man’s merit or wor thi ness.   Ev ery thing cen ters around 
the Lamb and the love of the Lamb.” 

 That was the hum ble tes ti mony of the man whom
God had used to ini ti ate a Move ment that touched tens of
thou sands of lives.  He knew it was not his own do ing but
God’s.   And con se quently, those of us to day who may in
some way trace our spir i tual her i tage back to the Lu -
theran Evan ge lis tic Move ment can be sure that our own
lives have been deeply af fected, not by the ideas of men,
but by God and His won der ful works.   “That no flesh
should glory in His pres ence . . . that, as it is writ ten, ‘He
who glo ries, let him glory in the LORD.’” (I Co rin thi ans
1:29-31 NKJV)

A history of the LEM Movement, 
© 2011 By Jonathan Anderson



Today’s Christian Music, Part III
This is the third in a se ries of ar ti cles on mu sic used in 

Chris tian ity to day.  I will be com par ing it with the Scrip -
tures to see if it lines up with the Bib li cal Stan dards for
Chris tian Mu sic.

What are Bib li cal stan dards for mu sic?  It is im pos si -
ble to list all Chris tian mu sic and try to come up with a list
of “good”ver sus “bad.” How ever, we can rec og nize Scrip -
tural stan dards with which to eval u ate Chris tian mu sic.  A
key verse which lists the nec es sary el e ments of Chris tian
mu sic is Colossians 3:16, which says, “Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly in all wis dom; teach ing and ad -
mon ish ing one an other in psalms and hymns and spir i tual
songs, sing ing with grace in your heart to the Lord.”

Lyrics

Colossians 3:16 tells us that the Word of God should
dwell richly in us, which would in clude our mu sic.  This
is es pe cially true since the whole theme of this verse has
to do with sing ing and mu sic.  Thus, the words of our
Chris tian mu sic should be such as to re flect the deep
truths re lated to us through out Scrip ture.  It should not
just con tain a Scrip tural theme or just a small part of the
Word of God, but it should be sat u rated with Scrip ture
and Scrip tural themes.  It should be lit er ally a Bib li cal
mes sage that is sung.  The ten dency in most of To day’s
Chris tian Mu sic is to pro duce lyr ics which are not Scrip -
turally rich nor laced with Scrip ture and Scrip tural doc -
trine.  Many times the mu sic is so loud that you can't even 
un der stand the lyr ics!  The re sult is lyr ics which are nom -
i nally Chris tian, or not Chris tian at all. 

This brings a mu sic which has an em pha sis on the
mu sic and not on the lyr ics.  This is ex actly the op po site
of what we see the Scrip tures de fin ing as the stan dard for
Chris tian mu sic: em pha sis on the lyr i cal con tent (rich in
Scrip ture) with the mu si cal ac com pa ni ment be ing sec -
ond ary.  In sev eral Scrip tural in stances, peo ple sang
songs to the Lord with no mu si cal ac com pa ni ment at all. 
Ex am ples of this are: 1) Mo ses and the chil dren of Is rael
sang a song of praise for the de liv er ance at the Red Sea
(Ex. 15:1-18) and it was not un til verse 20 when Mir iam
and the women played timbrels.  Thus, most of their song
of de liv er ance was sung acappella;. (2) Mo ses’ song of
praise be fore his death (Deut. 32:1-43), all sung with out
mu si cal ac com pa ni ment; (3) Deborah and Barak sang a
song of God’s de liv er ance from the Canaanites (Judges
5:1-31) with no mu sic; (4) Hannah’s song of praise at the
birth of Sam uel (I Sam. 2:1-10) was just her voice used in
praise to God; (5) Da vid’s song of de liv er ance (II Sam.
22:1-51) had no in stru ments used; (6) Mary’s Mag ni fi cat

at the con cep tion of Je sus (Lk. 1:46-55) was sung by her -
self alone.  Most of these were in di vid u als prais ing the
Lord on their own.

But there are also sum mons for pub lic praise in
Scrip ture with no men tion of mu sic.  “Sing to the Lord a
new song, Sing His praise from the end of the earth! You
who go down to the sea, and all that is in it. You is lands
and those who dwell on them.” (Isa iah 42:10)  “Praise the
Lord! Praise the name of the Lord; Praise Him, O ser -
vants of the Lord,  You who stand in the house of the Lord, 
In the courts of the house of our God!   Praise the Lord,
for the Lord is good; Sing praises to His name, for it is
lovely.” (Psalm 135:1-3)  In fact, if you go through the Book
of Psalms, there are more verses which in struct us to
praise the Lord and to sing praise to the Lord with out any
men tion of mu si cal in stru ments than there are verses
which in struct us about prais ing the Lord with in stru men -
tal ac com pa ni ment.  

Je sus and the Apos tles

A key ques tion that is sel dom asked is this:  What
did Je sus do and teach about Chris tian Mu sic?  Is n’t
this a key point that we want to fol low our Lord and Sav -
ior in His di rec tion to us?  The an swer is found in Matt
26:30 which says, “And af ter sing ing a hymn, they went
out to the Mount of Ol ives.”  The con text of this is that Je -
sus and the dis ci ples had just fin ished the Lord’s Sup per
and are on their way to the Mount of Ol ives where Je sus
will pray ear nestly be fore God.  He did so with out the
ben e fit of mu si cal ac com pa ni ment.  This is the only ref er -
ence to Je sus and sing ing, and there is no mu si cal in stru -
ments used.  Je sus did not use mu sic in His min is try nor
did He teach any thing about His fol low ers us ing mu sic in 
min is try.  Since Je sus Him self was com pletely si lent on
this cru cial topic, then does n’t that teach us that us ing
mu sic as a ma jor draw and heart of min is try is com pletely 
out of step with the em pha sis of Je sus Him self?  The only
time He sang was with out mu sic.

An other key ques tion that is sel dom ad dressed is
this:  What did the apos tles do and teach about Chris -
tian Mu sic?  We find the same thing about the apos tles as 
we do about Je sus.  They never used mu si cal in stru ments
in their sing ing to the Lord, nor did they com mand the
church to do so.  When Paul and Silas sang hymns of
praise to God in prison (Acts 16:25), no one played any -
thing as they were in stocks.  The two New Tes ta ment
pas sages which ad dress sing ing are in Colossians 3:16
and Ephe sians 5:19 and nei ther of them men tion any mu -
si cal in stru ments.

The only time we see mu si cal in stru ments used in
wor ship in the New Tes ta ment is in heaven re corded in
the book of Rev e la tion.  In Rev. 5:8,14:2 and 15:2, we
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have the only ref er ence to mu sic be ing used in wor ship to 
God in all of the New Tes ta ment.  In each of these heav -
enly wor ship scenes, the mu sic that ac com pa nies their
wor ship is the play ing of harps and noth ing else ex cept
voices of di vine be ings and re deemed peo ple. 

There are other ex am ples which could be listed, but
the Scrip ture re cords songs in which the lyr ics are the
most im por tant el e ment in Chris tian mu sic, more than the 
mu sic it self, and the lyr ics abun dantly and richly re flect -
ing the truths of God.  The hu man voice has been de -
signed by God to praise Him.

Us ing these as Bib li cal ex am ples, then some of our
Chris tian mu sic should be sung with out any mu si cal in -
stru ments at all (acappella).  The ma jor em pha sis is on the 
lyr ics of the song be ing sung and not on the mu sic be ing
used.

Teach and Ad mon ish

Lyrics should be not only sat u rated with the Word of
Christ, but as Colossians con tin ues, “in all wis dom.”
Lyrically, our songs must also re flect the very wis dom of
God and what He has re vealed for us in the Scrip tures
about what mu sic should be.  Spe cifically, they should do 
two things:  teach and ad mon ish as Colossians 3:16 tells
us, “ …teach ing and ad mon ish ing one an other …”

Chris tian lyr ics should teach us spe cific things about
God.  We should be able to learn of His at trib utes:  the
fact that He is eter nal, all know ing, ev ery where pres ent
all the time, tri une, all pow er ful, holy, lov ing, gra cious,
etc.  In short, we should be able to learn of the char ac ter
of God from our Chris tian mu sic.  Chris tian songs should
not only teach us who God is, but also what He has done: 
His cre ation of the uni verse, His cre ation of man kind in
His im age, man’s fall into sin, the to tal de prav ity of man -
kind, the judg ment of God against the sin of man kind in
phys i cal death and even tual spir i tual death.  They should
also teach us that God be came a man in Je sus and died on
the cross for the sins of all man kind and rose again bodily
from the dead.  They should teach us that full sal va tion is
avail able to ev ery one through re pen tance of sin and faith
alone in Christ alone.  These are the very ba sics of what
God needs to teach us through our songs.

In ad di tion, Colossians 3:16 tells us that Chris tian
lyr ics are to both teach and ad mon ish.  This is de fined,
“to ad mon ish, warn, cor rect, ex hort.”  To ad mon ish
some one means to warn, cor rect or re buke.  Chris tian
mu sic must not only tell about the love of God and the
gra cious in vi ta tion of life in Je sus, it should also con tain a 
warn ing against the con se quences of un be lief.  There
should be a pre sen ta tion of both Law and Gos pel.  It
should tell of God’s wrath against the sin of man and
what lies ahead to ev ery one who re fuses to come to

Christ.  The Book of Psalms is listed in Colossians 3:16
as a source of lyr ics:  “teach ing and ad mon ish ing one an -
other in Psalms, hymns, and spir i tual songs…”   A good
way to learn the Scrip tures is to sing them, not the Psalms
only, but all the Scrip tures.  A pow er ful mes sage can be
con veyed through the sing ing of the Scrip tures.  How -
ever, com pare the words from much of to day’s Chris tian
Mu sic with that which is re corded in the Psalms.  The
Psalms con tain many warn ings against un be lief and open 
state ments about the fierce wrath of God.  Look at some
ex am ples:

“There fore the un godly shall not stand in the judg -
ment, nor sin ners in the con gre ga tion of the righ teous. 
For the Lord knows the way of the righ teous, but the way
of the un godly shall per ish.” (Psalm 1:5-6)

“He who sits in the heav ens shall laugh; the Lord
shall hold them in de ri sion.  Then He shall speak to them
in His wrath, and dis tress them in His deep dis plea sure. . .  
Kiss the Son, lest He be an gry, and you per ish in the way,
When His wrath is kin dled but a lit tle.” (Psalm 2:4-5, 12)

“The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the na -
tions that for get God.” (Psalm 9:17)

These are ex am ples from the Psalms where the lyr ics ad -
mon ished the wicked against un be lief and ad mon ished
the be liever to re main true to the Lord. 

The Psalms also con tain many ex tended verses of
teach ing about the at trib utes and char ac ter of God.  Psalm 
78 re cites God’s in ter ven tion in Is rael’s his tory, while
Psalm 119 re cites the power and place of God’s Word in
the be liever’s life. In fact, this is just a small sam ple of ev -
ery thing that was writ ten in the Psalms, and yet it re flects
ex actly what God pre scribes as a proper stan dard for lyr -
ics of Chris tian mu sic:  Both teach ing and ad mo ni tion.

Nearly all of to day’s Chris tian Mu sic falls short of
this Bib li cal man date.  It tells much about the love of
God, and prac ti cally noth ing about the wrath of God.  
When it ex tols the love of God, while ig nor ing the wrath
of God, then it is not proper Chris tian mu sic ac cord ing to
the qual i fi ca tions laid out in Colossians 3:16.  As one lis -
tens to this, you don’t hear much about Sin, Righ teous -
ness and Judg ment, even though Je sus said the Holy
Spirit will con vict peo ple of these three things. (See John
16:8)  Much of today’s Chris tian Mu sic is de signed to be
ap peal ing to the masses and be able to sell, not to teach
and ad mon ish. — Pastor Jim Haga

Al most Per suaded, Har vest is Past
Almost Per suaded, Doom co mes at last.
Al most can not avail, Al most is but to fail
Sad, sad, the bit ter wail
Al most but lost! 

– From “Almost Persuaded” by Philip P. Bliss



The Door Of Salvation Is Still Open

As I was read ing the news pa per to day, I had to stop
for a mo ment.  What trou ble this world is in to day!  I
was re minded of a verse in Mat thew 24:37, “But as the
days of Noah were, so shall also the com ing of the Son
of Man be.” 

What was it like in the days of Noah?  “God saw that 
the wick ed ness of men was great in the earth, and that
ev ery imag i na tion of the thoughts of his heart was only
evil con tin u ally.” Gen. 6:5.  “And it re pented the Lord
that He had made men on the earth, and it grieved Him at 
His heart.”  V.6.  Verse 11 says that the earth was filled
with vi o lence.

Here we have a pic ture of our world to day, vi o lence.  
kidnappings, dem on stra tions, and a fall ing away from
the true Word of God.  But as judg ment came on the
world in the time of Noah through the flood, so it will
come again in var i ous ways.  I have to ask some times:
“Lord, how long?”

But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord, and
God in vited him and his fam ily into the ark, be fore the
judg ment fell. 

The door of sal va tion is Je sus Christ.  That door is
still open and the in vi ta tion still goes out.  The Ark of
ref uge is in Je sus and He is will ing and able to save all
re pen tant sin ners who come to Him.  He died for your
sins and mine. 

Have you ac cepted Him as your per sonal Sav ior?  If
not, do so to day.  “To day if you hear His voice, harden
not your heart.” Heb. 3:15.

O what glo ri ous hope for those who are in Christ Je -
sus!  He is com ing soon to take His own unto Him self. 
Then we shall see Him.  What a glo ri ous morn ing that
will be!

“One radiant morn with eyes unveiled before Him.
I’ll see the One my faith and hope embrace.
Within the holy realms I’ll praise, adore Him.
And kneel to thank my Savior face to face.”

O un saved friend, seek the Lord while He may be
found.  Call upon Him while He is near. The time is
short.  And the Lord said:  “My Spirit shall not al ways
strive with men.” (Gen. 6:3)

Peder Aure, Mayville, N.D.  Reprinted from the
December, 1977 Morning Glory
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Ministry Update
“Honor the Lord with your wealth and with

the first fruits of all your pro duce; then your
barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will
be burst ing with wine.” (Prov 3:9-10)

“But store up for your selves trea sures in
heaven, where nei ther moth nor rust de stroys,
and where thieves do not break in or steal;   for
where your trea sure is, there your heart will be
also.” (Matt 6:20-21)

We are at the end of 2025. The Hauge
Innermission was of fi cially formed in 1920. In
the for ward to “The Hauge Move ment in Amer -
ica” it ends with these words.  “ So in the name of
Je sus, the Hauge Fed er a tion sends out this re cord
of per sonal ex pe ri ences with God.  May it point
to the five things it is said that ev ery one needs
who wants to be a liv ing Chris tian and a per sonal
worker for Him.  1. A con verted heart.  2. A Scrip -
ture stored mind.  3. A love for souls.  4. A prayer -
ful life.  5. The Holy Spirit of God.

105 years later, this is still true to day.  We
need this more than ever, and that’s our goal each
month as we put to gether the Morn ing Glory, to
en cour age and equip the saints. 

We are a faith min is try.  We do not charge for
sub scrip tions, so we are de pend ent on the gen er -
os ity of our read ers to give as the Lord di rects. 
God has been faith ful and has sup plied all of our
needs for these 105 years.  But these needs con -
tinue month af ter month.  It cost ap prox i mately
$3,000 to edit, as sem ble, proof read, print and
mail out each is sue.  So this min is try needs your
prayers and fi nan cial sup port to con tinue.  Sa tan
has not let up, he seems more ag gres sive than
ever in his at tacks, so we need to con tinue as well
and seek to make heaven crowded. 

Many have the tra di tion of giv ing year end
gifts to churches and min is tries, we pray that you
would con sider a gift to the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion.  With to day’s fi nan cial
plan ning many have the abil ity to take money out
of IRAs or other tax de ferred ac counts, tax free
and give di rectly to non-profit min is tries.   Help
us to keep shar ing the Gos pel for many years to
come. Thank you in ad vance to ev ery one who
helps us ful fill our God-given mis sion.
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bring a lost sin ner to be saved and then to fol low Je sus 
in the Power of the Holy Spirit.  This is not ca sual
read ing, but ear nest di rec tion for any one want ing to
take up their cross and fol low the Lord.  Sug gested
Of fer ing:  $12.00

Infant Baptism and
Adult Conversion

This work by Ole Hallesby is
much needed in our Lu theran
cir cles to day as sal va tion solely
through bap tism is pro claimed
far and wide and peo ple are
given as sur ance at a fu neral that
the de ceased is in heaven be cause they were bap tized
as an in fant, even if they had no faith at all.  Hallesby
an swers the needed ques tions:  Is In fant Bap tism Bib -
li cal?; Do all those bap tized need to make a choice to
re pent and fol low Christ?; Is Con ver sion needed for
ev ery one, in clud ing those who were bap tized?; Can
the bap tized go lost?  Suggested Of fer ing:  $10.00.

The Hauge Library
We have the fol low ing pub li ca tions avail able for
you.  They can be or dered us ing the en ve lope in the
cen ter.  Post age will be paid by an anonymous do nor.

Altar Steps

This daily devotional was
written by Pastor R.P. Haak -
onson  and was published in
1947.  It is suitable for families
with children.  It has il lus tra -
tions from daily life, and a
strong salvation emphasis. 
Suggested offering:  $8.00.

Mirror of the Heart

This book was pub lished in
1900 by an un known au thor.  It
con tains some very ear nest
med i ta tions and fer vent prayers.
It also con tains ten very graphic 
pic tures of the hu man heart.
Sug gested Of fer ing:  $3.00.

Sinners in the Hands 
of an Angry God

Jon a than Ed wards preached this
re mark able ser mon at Enfield,
Conn. on July 8, 1741.  It was at
night while he was read ing it to a 
large con gre ga tion, that the
lights be came dim and he read
with dif fi culty, and the in flu ence 
was so great on the con gre ga tion that strong men and
women cried and screamed for mercy and even
grabbed their seats for fear they would slide into hell
that very mo ment.  Sug gested Of fer ing:  $1.00.

Spirit and Power

Ludvig Hope was a Nor we gian
lay preacher, writer, teacher and
or ga nizer.  This book is filled
with solid Bib li cal meat for
those who want to walk in depth
with the Lord.  It is writ ten from
a Lu theran piet ist ic per spec tive
and con tains 40 chap ters of ex -
po si tion on dif fer ent as pects of how God works to

Altar 
Steps 

Rev. R.P. Haakonson

SINNERSSINNERS
in the Hands

of an
ANGRY GOD

     Jon a than Ed wards

INFANT
BAPTISM

AND ADULT
CONVERSION

O. HALLESBY


