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H. N. Hauge’s Christmas — 1799

fter a very strenuous evangelistic journey in East-

ern Norway, Hauge had a vacation of three days

at home with his parents. In answer to some

very pleading invitations from friends in

Bergen, he left home April 7, 1799, to travel across the

entire country, throwing out the lifeline on the way to

perishing sinners and strengthening and comforting
God’s people.

When he reached Ekér parish west of Oslo, his old
enemy, Lensmand (parish sheriff) Jens Gram, arrested
him for three days. At Kongsberg in Nummedal, Hauge
stopped a few days with “the little flock.” J. H. Berg, the
local pastor, whom Bishop Bech called “the most able
minister he knew,” did not seem to have molested Hauge
this time. But five years later when Hauge was in for the
long imprisonment, Berg wrote: “The happy moment
has come when this disturber of peace must make an ac-
count for all he has done to deceive the people.”

As Hauge approached the parish of Rollag,
Nummedal, he had a dreadful three-fold struggle with
Satan, who wanted him to return for only chains and im-
prisonment awaited him. “But forward I go!” Hauge
cried out defiantly to the devil. “Few places experienced
such a strong and heart-stirring revival as the Rollag par-
ish,” Bang adds.

In Opdal, Hauge got hold of a pair of skis and went
the old way across the mighty Hardanger Mountains
over Norstebe and Maurset, reaching Eidfjord and the
other Hardanger parishes. Evil rumors preceded him that
he was a false prophet, that he killed people, etc. On this
trip Hauge wrote a letter, dated July 15, 1799, which we
shall quote in part:

“Through the mercy of God I am called to be His
child and to win souls for Him. When you talk with peo-
ple, you must speak to them about their soul’s salvation.
Then ask them if they want to accept the truth. Ifthey say
‘yes,” convince them that they must deny themselves and
renounce the world and the love thereof. If they answer
that they are too weak and sinful to do it, point them to
Jesus in whom there is power to live a Christian life for
every one who denies himself. The fall of Adam is terri-
ble, the lusts are many. But the redemption in Christ is
greater than the fall, and it brings power over sin to every
one who accepts Him.”

On this trip Hauge and his friends were attacked
most bitterly by the few newspapers of the day. In the
so-called “Intelligents-sedler,” we find written: “The
disturbers are around to utterly confuse the sim-
ple-minded. Many have lost their reason. Some farmers
have left their farms, hired people have run away from
service, and a mother has killed her own child. The au-
thorities should arrest these idle tramps (Hauge and his
witness-bearing friends) and punish them.”

A number of witnesses were thrown into prison at
this time, of whom were Peder H. Roer who some time
later fell and promised “never to speak God’s Word any-
more,” whereupon he was set free. But two other friends
who were arrested at the same time, Mikkel Hauge (H.
N.’s brother) and Torkel Gabestad, in Bang’s words:
“Held out manfully and chose rather to suffer with the
people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a sea-
son.” They were kept in prison for over two years.

“We must stand up for the truth to the uttermost,”
Hauge had answered some of his accusers. Hauge did



Morning Glory

Volume CVIII — Number 9
December 2025

MORNING GLORY (ISSN0745-5968, USPS 887-740) is published in January, March, May,
June, August, September, October, November and December, by the Hauge Lutheran
Innermission Federation, 808 Martha Lake Court, Shoreview, MN 55126, and printed by Send-It
Shipping & Mailing Center, 1026 West Alcott Ave., Fergus Falls, MN 56537. Periodicals
postage paid at Fergus Falls, MN 56537.

POSTMASTER: Send Address Changes to: Morning Glory, c/o Send-It Shipping & Mailing
Center, 1026 West Alcott Ave., Fergus Falls, MN 56537.

Editor: Mr. Wayne Almlie
4100 Kingman Blvd., Des Moines, IA 50311
email: waynealmlie@gmail.com

Send Announcements, Contributions, and Subscription Renewals to:

Joel Zeltinger, 8916 White Spruce Road, Bismarck, ND 58503
(Make checks payable to “Hauge Innermission” and not “Morning Glory”)

Internet Web Site: haugeinnermission.com.
Facebook: Facebook.com/Haugeinnermission
Electronic version available — Send email to: morningglorymagazine@gmail.com

PUBLICATION OFFICE:
HAGA PUBLISHING, 808 Martha Lake Court, Shoreview, MN 55126-5856

OFFICERS OF THE FEDERATION

President: Wayne AIMIE .......cccooeviiiiiieniiiieceeeeee et Des Moines, [A
Vice President: Joel Zeltinger.........c.ocvevvieiiieiieieniieieeie e Bismarck, ND
Secretary: JIm Haga ......cccoeovieiiiiiiiieiiec e Shoreview, MN
Treasurer: Paul PEterSOm........c.ovieriieiieieiiieiieiecieseeie et Kenyon, MN
VACAIIE ...ttt e et st
VACAIIE ...ttt et st
MaArvin JACODSOM......ccouviiiiiiiii et Dundas, MN
RON NEISOM ...ttt Flaxton, ND
VACAIIE ...ttt et et

CONTRIBUTIONS TAX DEDUCTIBLE
The Hauge Lutheran Innermission Federation is registered with the Department of Internal Revenue
as a non-profit religious organization. Contributions for all phases of the Hauge Federation are
deductible for income tax purposes.

H. N. Hauge’s Christmas — 1799 ......coooiiiiiiiiiieieeee et 1-3
INO ROOIM 0T JESUS ..ottt ettt ebe e e e sibeestae e tbeesaaeebeaenseennne 3
The Mystery Of CRIIStMAS .....ccveecvieieiieiieie ettt sre e ssee e eseenseennees 4
EQIEOTIAL -ttt et b e ebe et neea et enes 5-6
The Light 0f the WOTld......cc.oiiiiiiie et e 6
From Our Fellowship Circle ® Fear NOt!..........ccoveviiriiiieiiciesieece e 7
Believable ... Yet Unbelievable.........c.ooiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeee e 8-9
The Old DespiSed DOCIINE .......c..eeuieriieiieiieieeiee ettt 9
What Child IS THIS? ...cueiuiiiiiiieieete et 10
HOW TO KNOW GO ...ttt e

Our Fathers Saw His Mighty Works
Today's Christian Music, Part II1 .............cccoeiiiiiiiieiieieeeeeeeee e
The Door of Salvation Is Still Open
HAUZE LIDIATY ..ottt ettt ees

not stay long in Bergen this
time, though the friends
pleaded with him to do so,
and Bishop Brun in a way
protected him so God’s peo-
ple were at liberty to have
meetings. He went north
over Senfjord, Nordfjord,
Senmer, Romsdal, Nordmer
and finally reached Trond-
heim in August 1799. Bang
says as follows about the
bishop and local pastors of
Trondheim :

“The bishop, Dr. J. K.
Schonheyder, was a learned
man with rationalistic lean-
ings; either half darkness or
complete darkness brooded
over his teachings and
preaching. Pastor J. Angell
was cold, dry and monoto-
nous. Pastor F. J. Bech was
superficial, vain and hollow
and did what he was able to
strangle the new life.” But
the worst enemy of them all
was Hans Stenbuch of
Melhus Parish, who posed as
an orthodox Lutheran and
whom even bishop Brun
called “an apostolic
preacher, a patriarch and one
who preached the old truth
unto salvation.” But this
man, with such a wonderful
reputation, the devil used
more than any of the others
to persecute the people of
God. Hauge was arrested
Dec. 9th and the trial against
him began Dec. 23, 1799,
two days before Christmas.
Witnesses were brought in,
but not a single one could
prove a single point of all the
mass of accusations brought
against him.

But the bishop and the
good old orthodox Lutheran
pastor, H. Stenbuch, in their
burning hatred toward the



witnesses of God, were not going to let Hauge and his
friend L. Hemstad out of prison to disturb them during
the Christmas season. The 36 witnesses had testified,
Hauge’s Christian life and character had been vindicated,
but judgment must be postponed till after the Christmas
holidays, they spitefully held.

So Hauge and Hemstad spent Christmas, 1799, in the
Trondheim jail, while the pastor and bishop who had put
them there were supposed to preach the Gospel of salva-
tion in their churches. They could rob Hauge of his tem-
poral liberty, but they could not rob him of the true
Christmas joy in his heart. He composed a song, Dec. 23,
1799, the day it was decided to keep him in prison over
Christmas. This song is well known. The first verse ends
thus: “Verden kan mit legem binde ind i det inderste hul,
saa skal dog Aanden vinde og holde gledelig jul.”

Freely translated this would be:

“The world may bind my body
In the innermost dungeon.

But my Spirit holds the victory
And shall experience a joyful Christmas.”

The imprisonment, which was his sixth one, lasted in
all, two months. On the last day in prison Hauge wrote
again: “Everyone knows why I have been here. It was
because I loved God and my neighbor and confessed His
name; therefore I was mocked and suffered persecution.
But all this was of grace for which I thank God; for when
we follow Him the heavy burden becomes light.”

God grant us all a blessed Christmas in our hearts.
May He make the heavy burden light during this Christ-
mas season, as was H. N. Hauge’s experience, Christmas
1799.

Adapted From Dr. A. Bang,
Morning Glory, Dec. 1942

No Room For Jesus

TEXT: “There was no room for them in the inn.”
(Luke 2:7)

Caesar Augustus demanded an enrollment of all his
people. Palestine was an occupied territory where the
Romans ruled. It was not welcome news for Joseph and
Mary who lived at Nazareth. Since they belonged to the
tribe of Judah and to the family of David, they would
have to travel south to Bethlehem which was the head-
quarters for this tribe. It would take at least a week to
travel to Bethlehem. But they would have to go because
Caesar Augustus had spoken, and he allowed no excep-
tions.

As Joseph and Mary traveled along, they found com-
fort in the thought that they would find a good place to
stay at the inn which was at Bethlehem. But when they
reached the inn, the innkeeper could see that they were
poor people and he coldly answered Joseph that there
was “no room” for them. Joseph went from house to
house inquiring if there was a room for them and finally
found a man who would let them stay in a stable. Here on
a bed of straw, they found a resting place after the long
and tiresome journey. That night Mary gave birth to the
Christ child. He was born in a stable and cradled in a
manger because there was “no room” for them in the inn

Today, Jesus wants to come into our hearts. Perhaps
He has been waiting a long time for you to make room in
your heart for Him. He says, “Behold, I stand at the door,
and knock: if any man hears my voice, and opens the
door, I will come in to him” (Rev. 3:20). Have you been
concerned, yes, even fearful of the consequences of sin?
If you have, then Jesus is knocking at your heart’s door.
Why do you keep this door locked, and say to Jesus, “No
room”? There may be many strong bolts which keep the
door closed, but the strongest bolt is your will. Your stub-
born will can keep Jesus out. How empty Christmas must
be if Jesus finds “no room” in the heart.

Jesus wants to come into your home. Christmas
means so much more to us if Jesus has found room in our
homes. Some people have a motto hanging on the wall of
their home which says, “Jesus is the head of this house,
the unseen guest at every meal, the silent listener to every
conversation.” This is a good motto for every Christian
home. If prayer and family devotion have been omitted,
Jesus most likely has found “no room” in your home. He
wants us to call upon Him, and confess Him by word and
deed. Many parents fail to confess Jesus before their
children. He says in Matt. 10:32, “Whosoever therefore
shall confess me before men, him will I confess also be-
fore my Father which is in heaven.” Let us confess Him
by reading the Word and praying to Him so there will be
room for Jesus in our homes.

If you have felt that there is little about Christmas
that appeals to you this year, and the greeting, “Merry
Christmas” is just an empty phrase, won’t you let the
Lord Jesus come in and find room in your heart? Then
you will know what the angel meant when he said to the
shepherds, “I bring you tidings of great joy which shall be
to all people, for there is born unto you this day a Saviour
which is Christ the Lord.” Although the world seems
restless and filled with many fears, still you will have
the peace which passes all understanding.

Morning Glory, Christmas 1960, Luke 2:7.
Pastor Oliver Seim, Creston, IL.



The Mystery of Christmas

“Great is the mystery of godliness.” (I Tim. 3:16)

God has revealed Himself to the world in a steadily
progressive manner. From the dawn of history up until
the days of the last of the Old Testament prophets His
revelation of Himself consisted in prophetic utterances.
These centered on the Seed of the woman who should
bruise the serpent’s head, the Seed of Abraham, the
Seed of David, the Child born unto us who should be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. These words of prophecy re-
ferred to the coming forth of a shoot out of the stock of
Jesse, to One who was wounded for our transgressions,
and bruised for our iniquities, to One who should come
forth and be a ruler in Israel; whose goings forth are
from of old, from everlasting. The prophet Zechariah
being filled with the Spirit of revelation lifted his voice
to say, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O
daughter of Jerusalem; behold thy king cometh unto
thee; he is just, and having salvation.” Finally, when
the fulness of the time came, God sent forth His Son,
born of a woman. Formerly God had revealed Himself
through the media of inspired words, henceforth He
would reveal Himself through the Word Incarnate.

While angels waited breathlessly to announce it,
while “shepherds watched their flock by night,” there
was born into the human family in obscure Bethlehem
Ephrathah, the Son of God, Son of Man. Heaven’s most
perfect revelation of God, earth’s greatest mystery.
Christ, Son of God, Son of David, Son of Mary, is the
soul of the mystery of godliness and is therefore the
Mystery of Christmas. The Mystery of Christmas is
Life omnipotent wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid
in a manger. Every new-born infant nestled in our mod-
ern bassinets is a mystery in itself from the point of view
of it being a living person but the mystery of it does not
challenge our intellect, our spirit, our conscience, our
soul as does that of the Child of Christmas.

The Mystery of Christmas challenges our keenest
intellect, defies explanation. And yet the experience of
its true meaning and purpose lies within the reach of ev-
ery child of man. It is the best possible revelation that
God could have given us of Himself and through Him
who is its essence we come to the best possible experi-
ence of God.

The Christ Child who is the Mystery of Christmas
has been appointed heir of all things. It was through
Him also that God made the worlds. “Of him, and
through him, and unto him, are all things. To him be the

glory for ever.” “For in him were all things created, in
the heavens and upon the earth, things visible and things
invisible, whether thrones, dominions, or principalities
or powers.” He is the one who is “upholding all things
by the word of his power.” “He is the effulgence of his
glory, and the very image of his substance.” “Having
become so much better than the angels.” “He hath in-
herited a more excellent name than they.” To Joseph the
angel said: “Thou shalt call his name JESUS; for itis he
that shall save his people from their sins.”

The Christ Child who is the Mystery of Christmas is
too great for our intellect to comprehend but not too
great for our faith to apprehend nor for our love to em-
brace. He cannot be explained but He can be experi-
enced.

“God, having of old time spoken unto the fathers in
the prophets by divers portions and in divers manners,
hath at the end of these days spoken unto us in his Son.”
His manner of speaking and revealing Himself goes be-
yond the limits of our intellect but what He has said and
made known to us is comprehensible because it is
couched in the language of love. The mystery surround-
ing the Incarnation becomes most intelligible when ap-
proached through the avenue of appreciation. The more
we appreciate Christ’s ministry to our souls the greater
the mystery of His birth seems to become, but the more
real it becomes at the same time. The greater its reality
becomes to us the deeper our appreciation of it.

The deeper our appreciation of it the greater our af-
fection for Him. The greater our affection for Him the
more indispensable the Incarnation is to us. The more
indispensable the Incarnation is to us the more we will
want to delve into its mystery and glory in it, and the
better we will give heed to the revealed will of God.

H. Irving Petersen, Christmas Chimes. © Copyright
1937. Young Peoples’ Luther League of the United
Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Brokenness

“If you can’t come to Christ in
brokenness, come to Christ for
brokenness.”

C.H. Spurgeon




Editorial

Wayne Almlie

God's Comfort

“Comfort, O comfort My people,” says your God. Speak kindly to Jerusalem; And
call out to her, that her warfare has ended, That her iniquity has been removed,
That she has recerved of the LORD’s hand Double for all her sins.”
(Isaiah 40:1-2)

When reading in one commentary the writer said,
“Here at chapter 40 we start the Gospel of Isaiah, and
it continues till the end of the book.” 1 would agree
with him. O the riches God shared with Isaiah. If a
person has just an elementary knowledge of the life
and times of Jesus, all one would need is the book of
Isaiah and one could be saved. I have read several
testimonies of Jews who knowing the very minimal
of Jesus, read Isaiah 53, the suffering servant and got
saved.

This text is a glorious text. In Handel’s Messiah there
are five songs from Isaiah 40. Handel starts out with
the tenor solo, “Comfort Ye” and continues with an-
other tenor solo, “Every Valley shall be exalted.”
Followed by a wonderful full chorus piece “And the
Glory of the Lord”. In the ninth movement he comes
back with another chorus piece “O thou that tellest
good tidings to Zion’, then almost at the end of the
Christmas section there is an alto solo “He shall feed
His flock”. Of all the texts in the Bible, Handel could
have chosen, he was inspired, and I do believe he was
inspired, to base five songs, about 25 % of the Christ-
mas portion and about 10 percent of the total work on
these 11 verses in [saiah 40.

What are the great and precious promises that so in-
spired Handel. The first theme is comfort. Comfort
ye, Comfort ye my people.

What do you think of when you think of comfort? It
may conjure up images such as a La-Z-Boy recliner, a
Royal Caribbean Cruise or just curling up in a big old
chair with a book in front of a fireplace. Comfort
food is all about the warm satisfaction and the full-
ness that’s experienced after eating mashed potatoes
and meatloaf. Creature comforts are about having a
few of the nicer things life has to offer, such as heated
leather seats in your car. Which I finally have and am
looking forward to this winter. Comfort connects us
to all that is warm, fuzzy and satisfying. We don’t
think of comfort in connection with strength and
power. We think of comfort as putting our feet up af-

ter a hard day’s work with a cup of cappuccino and a
crackling fire. When we think of comfort we think of
things that are soft and cozy.

Maybe that’s what comfort has come to mean to this
generation, but it originally had a stronger meaning.
The word is a combination of two Latin words,
“cum” which means “with” and “fortis”— “strength”.
Comfort = with strength. Even Webster’s dictionary
defines comfort as “strengthening aid”. So when
God says “Comfort, Comfort My People,” he’s not
saying give them all a La-z-Boy recliner and three
meals a day and make sure they live on easy street.
It’s a much stronger concept than that.

Who was this strengthening aid to be offered to?

“Comfort, comfort my people.” The message of
comfort is to go out to God’s people. In the context,
it’s God’s people who are suffering. Israel was now
in bondage; they were suffering and were at the point
of giving up. But God had a message for them, they
did not need to give up, there was hope. God was
holding out hope to Israel. The message of God
given through Isaiah changes at this point in the
book. It’s no longer about Judgment, it’s about resto-
ration, it’s about mercy.

God does not proclaim comfort to those already com-
fortable. It’s been said that God comforts the af-
flicted, and afflicts the comfortable. For those who
are in pain, God offers comfort. For those who are
suffering for righteousness sake, God offers comfort.
For those who are mourning a loss, God offers com-
fort. For those who have sown corruption and are
reaping the fruits of their action, and have come to
the end of themselves, He offers comfort. To you this
day, God offers comfort, he offers His strengthening
aid. If you are anxious or worried, he offers comfort,
if you are fearful, He offers comfort. But the promise
is to Christians. Comfort ye, comfort ye my People.
You need to be one of God’s people. The only com-
fort God holds out to unbelievers is the comfort that
would lead them to salvation. Or do you despise the




riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffer-
ing, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you
to repentance? (Rom 2:4)

“Speak Comfort to Jerusalem”, literally it’s the lan-
guage of lovers. “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem.”
It’s put in the same way as how a young man would
speak to the heart of a young lady hoping to win her
hand in marriage. This is tender, compassionate lan-
guage. This is the heart of God, he’s had to discipline
His children, He didn’t want to, He received no plea-
sure out of it, but it was necessary. Just as you as par-
ents have had to discipline your children, not because
you wanted to, but because it’s the best for the child,
so God disciplines His children when it’s necessary.
This is what God is doing here. Israel has just been
disciplined and God is putting his arms around her
and explaining why it was necessary.

“And cry out to her!” The prophet says, there is ur-
gency in this message. This is not a message to be
whispered in the back rooms, but a message to be
shouted from the roof tops. Cry out, that her warfare
is ended. That her iniquity is pardoned. This is all
prophetic, looking forward to Jesus. It is partially
fulfilled in the Old Testament with Israel being al-
lowed to return from captivity and dwell in the land
and rebuild the temple. Yes, Israel’s warfare was
ended; Israel was no longer at war with God. But ul-
timately it would deal with the enmity between man
and God that Jesus once and for all dealt with. Peace
on earth, good will toward man. This peace is offered
through Jesus Christ to all who will receive it.

The Light of the World

“I am the light of the world: he that followeth me
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of
life.” (John 8:12)

It is difficult to think that One Light can light the
whole world. Butsuch alightis Jesus. Where sin reigns
He will take away the darkness and give light. When we
follow Jesus we are no longer walking in darkness, but
we are walking in His Light. “God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son” in order that we
may have this Light.

It was Christmas time and the children were busy
looking over the many gifts that the season had brought
into the home.

“See the beautiful tree,” exclaimed one.

“And the lovely star at the top,” cried another one.
There was a great deal of noise made as they all dis-
cussed the various things that interested them. In the

I have always found the Christmas holiday season
very happy and joy filled. I love Christmas music,
it’s some of the most beautiful music ever written.
Even some of the secular Christmas music makes me
feel warm inside and puts a smile on my face. But for
many, it is a time of loneliness and depression. If that
describes you, look to Jesus, read the Christmas story
from Scripture, over and over again. Listen to the
beautiful Christmas hymns, and if you have a good
hymnal in your home, find the advent and Christmas
section and read the hymns like you would a devo-
tional and meditate on their meaning. Go to church,
confess your feelings to a Bible believing pastor or
friend and have them help you.

God offers you comfort, he offers you strengthening
aid. Maybe this aid is in the fact that you need to ex-
amine yourself and see if you’re in the faith. Many
people find Christmas a depressing time. Sometimes
this depression may be rooted in the fact that you are
not saved to begin with, that you don’t know Jesus,
the God of all comfort. Reflect on your sin, that you
have broken all Ten Commandments like the rest of
us, [ don’t know you, but if you are like me, [ am a ly-
ing, thieving, blaspheming, adulterer and murderer at
heart, and we have to face God on Judgment Day.

That’s what drove me to the cross. Let the knowledge
of your sin draw you to the cross as well. Then em-
brace Christ as your substitute, You broke the law
and God paid your fine. Believe that, embrace that,
and let the God of all comfort, comfort you this
Christmas season.

corner of the room sat a little girl by herself. She had
said nothing, but she listened eagerly to all the talk. Her
mother came and sat down beside her.

“Motbher, is it pretty?” she asked as she put her arms
around her mother’s neck. The little girl was blind and
could not see the pretty things in the room, so her
mother described them to her.

Those who do not have Jesus are as blind as that lit-
tle girl. Is your soul dark with sin? Let the Saviour wash
it white as snow with His precious blood, and you will
have light.

Dear Lord Jesus, we thank Thee for coming all the
way from glory to be the Light of the world. In Jesus’
name. Amen.

From Altar Steps, by R. P. Haakonson
DECEMBER 25



@ From Our Fellmuship Civele

S.L. Yorkville, IL
Please begin subscription to —. Thank You! And, your
important work is greatly appreciated! I Cor. 15:58

C.E. Lancaster, OH
To God be the Glory! Thank you for your faithful work.

“FEAR NOT”

Question: Would like to see a piece in Morning Glory in
very simple language, “How to be saved?”

Answer: We have many good books, articles, pamphlets,
etc., on this vital question, such as “Guidance to Peace,”
by Rosenius, ”Spiritual Guidance for Troubled Souls" by
S. H. Njaa, “Isaac and Ishmael,” tr. by E.
Knudtson, “Bunyan’s Personal Experiences” (summary
in our Innermission Ch. History) and many others. Your
poor editor who has been troubled with doubt and fear,
may briefly give his own personal experience:

I felt the first call at the age of fourteen, fell on my
knees and prayed in my own words and surrendered to
the Lord as good as I understood, also confessed to others
a little, but was not set free, and gradually slid into a con-
dition of doubt and fear, having no peace neither with
God’s people, nor with the world.

Five years later I felt I could not continue in this con-
dition, there must be an either, or, now or never. So I sur-
rendered to the Lord again, God’s people prayed for me
and I myself prayed, but only, “God be merciful to me a
sinner,” and began to confess Christ again, read His word
and pray, and, by His grace, have never been entirely
away since, but still Calvary was not revealed to me, I did
not possess the blessed rest, at least not as I should, in the
finished work of Jesus.

This went on for some years until I heard Ludvig
Hope preach on I Cor. 12:3, “No one can call Jesus Lord
but by the Holy Ghost.” As he in the most simple way
pictured the lost, helpless sinner, who cannot do a thing to
save himself, nor does God want him to do a thing to save
himself, and then in simple language pictured Christ as a
full Savior for the most empty, sinful, lost, fearful and
miserable sinner, adding, “The work of the Holy Spirit is
to take the helpless sinner and lead him to Calvary and
point him to the “speaking blood” and to “bleeding
wounds of Jesus.” The Holy Spirit revealed, through this

most wonderful message 1 have ever heard, the dying
Savior to my soul all for me as the love of God flowed
into my heart, with the comfort of the Holy Ghost and the
many accusations, fear and unbelief left me. “Jesus had
paid it all.” I was set free in Christ and born of the Spirit
on Calvary’s blood-bought ground.

Ayear or two later, I was sorely assaulted by fear and
unbelief that [ was not rightly born again. But as I prayed
on my knees and again confessed my lost and helpless
condition I was especially afraid. I had never seen my
sinful and lost condition as I should. The Spirit of God
led me to John 6:37, “Him (without any exception) that
cometh unto me, [ will in no wise cast out.” So, I hung
my helpless soul in that promise, that He would not cast
me out that minute, nor any time since, no matter how
poor Christian I had been, no matter how many
backslidings, fear and unbelief in my life, His promise
held, holds now, and will hold till the end. Though my
heart condemns me, as it often does still, God and His
promise is greater than my heart. (I John 3:21)

From that time I have learned more and more to live
on and in God’s promises despite many failings, accusa-
tions, fear and dark thoughts. A number of times I had to
practice James 5:16 in my life. Here are some of the
promises [ have lived on and still live on. Eph. 2:8, that I
am saved by grace, for by simple faith [ have accepted the
gift of salvation.

When 1 was very sick of the “flu” and thought I
might die and could find nothing in myself'to hold on to,
clung to Rom. 5:20 to die on — “Where sin abounded,
grace did much more abound.”

The words in 2 Cor. 12:9, that was such a great help
for John Bunyan, “My grace is sufficient for thee,”—
grace sufficient for forgiveness, for strength to live a
Christian life, go through trials in life and in death

His grace is sufficient for me.

Heb. 7:25, that Jesus is praying for me at the right
hand of God, and able to save to the uttermost-even a sin-
ner like me.

Is. 1:18, and especially Is. 42:3, that “He will not
break the bruised reed,” but accept me when I am on a
low level, feel weak, and sinful — still He will not turn me
away. When I turn to Him He will never turn away from
me. May God give this troubled soul and all the friends a
very blessed Christmas. “Fear not, behold, I bring you
good tidings.”

Dec. 1951 Morning Glory by P. Ljostveit
from Luke 2:10



Believable...Yet Unbelieveable

America Has Not Yet Criminalized
Prayer, But the Path is Quickly Being
Paved in Twenty-Two States

We used to say, “That will never happen here.” Boys
in girls’ restrooms? Impossible. Biological males in
girls’ sports? Unthinkable. Churches forced to close?
Never. Worshippers told they can’t sing because it might
be unsafe? Absurd. Prayer restricted or criminalized?
Not in the free world. But those headlines are no longer
hypothetical. They have become reality.

A Funeral and a Warning

Travel back with me five years to October 2020. A
family in southern Wales gathered to mourn the passing
of their 94-year-old grandmother. At the close of her fu-
neral, masked and socially distanced, they quietly recited
the Lord’s Prayer. That was their crime.

Local officials cited the family for violating Welsh
government pandemic regulations, classifying the prayer
as “chanting,” an activity banned under COVID legisla-
tion. It may have seemed like an isolated overreach at the
time, but now, five years later, we’re seeing the fruit of
that moment.

From Caution to Criminalization

Fast forward to 2025. In New South Wales, Austra-
lia, prayer can now be considered a criminal act. Under
the Conversion Practices Ban Act 2024, it is illegal to
pray with or over someone in a way that is interpreted as
trying to suppress or change their sexual orientation or
gender identity—even if the person asks for prayer. Yes,
you read that correctly.

If a struggling believer approaches a pastor and re-
quests prayer for deliverance from homosexual desires or
confusion about gender, that pastor could face up to five
years in prison. The law doesn’t even require coercion.
Just a prayer, an intercession, could be grounds for prose-
cution. And words like “repent” may be enough to trig-
ger legal action.

Australia’s law goes further. It criminalizes private
conversations, counseling, and even sermons that are not
explicitly affirming of LGBTQ+ identities. It’s no longer
about protecting people from harm. It’s about silencing
biblical truth.

Scotland and the Silencing of Thought

Scotland has taken a similar turn. The government

recently passed legislation that restricts not just speech,
but prayer, within designated “free speech restriction
zones” around abortion facilities. This means even pray-
ing silently in your own home, if it can be heard in these
zones, may be considered illegal if authorities deem it
“intentional or reckless.”

The bill, championed by an openly LGBT member of
the Scottish Parliament, was rushed through in less than
24 hours and swiftly signed into law. The message is
chilling: faith must be silent, especially if it makes some-
one uncomfortable.

Across Europe: Arrested for Praying

In April, the Family Research Council released a so-
bering report titled “Is Prayer a Crime? Government Re-
strictions on Prayer in Europe.” It documents numerous
cases where believers were arrested, not for shouting or
protesting, but for quietly praying near abortion clinics.

Sweden, Spain, Northern Ireland, and other parts of
the EU are following suit. The UK’s Public Order Act
2023 imposes “buffer zones” of nearly 500 feet around
abortion facilities, criminalizing prayer, peaceful pres-
ence, or even offering help to women. In Scotland, the
buffer expands to 656 feet under the Safe Access Zones
Act. If you so much as bow your head or whisper a
prayer within these zones, you risk arrest. Not for pro-
testing. For praying.

America: Not Far Behind?

While the United States hasn’t yet outlawed prayer,
the path is already being paved. Twenty-two states, in-
cluding California, New York, and Illinois, have banned
so-called “conversion therapy.” While most bans cur-
rently target licensed counseling practices, the definition
is expanding. Private prayer and spiritual guidance could
soon be swept in.

Let’s be clear: these laws are not just about therapy.
In many places, any non-affirming message, even offered
lovingly and in private, is considered harmful. In Austra-
lia, it’s already illegal for clergy to offer biblical counsel
on same-sex attraction or gender confusion—even if it’s
requested. How long before America follows suit?

The Tipping Point

How far are we from seeing pastors in the U.S. fined
or imprisoned for praying with someone who wants to
change? How long before “repentance” is labeled hate
speech? All it takes is one lawsuit, one ruling, one Su-



preme Court decision. We are not as far away as some
might think.

And yet the Church remains largely unaware, unpre-
pared, and often unwilling to speak. But silence will not
shield us from what’s coming. History has proven that
what’s already reality across the ocean could be knocking
on our doors tomorrow.

What Can We Do?

Pray boldly. Even if the world says it’s illegal,
heaven still hears.

Preach truth. Do not water down the Gospel. The
Word of God does not change with cultural winds.

Prepare for pressure and persecution. We are enter-
ing a time where biblical conviction will cost us some-
thing.

Stand together. The body of Christ must be united,
informed, and unafraid.

Jesus warned us: “You will be hated by all because
of My name...” (Matthew 10:22). The tide is turning,
and the days of comfortable Christianity are coming to an
end.

Is prayer a crime? Not yet in every nation, but in too
many, it already is. Will we stand before the storm, or
wait until it reaches our shores? The time is now. The
watchmen must sound the alarm. Let the church rise,
speak, pray—and never back down.

By David Bowen in the Harbinger’s Daily,
July 16, 2025

Conservative Advocate Charlie Kirk
Murdered in Political Assassination

Charlie Kirk, the CEO and co-founder of the con-
servative youth organization Turning Point USA, was
shot and killed on Wednesday while speaking to a large
crowd at an event at Utah Valley University.

President Trump posted on Truth Social several
hours after the shooting, “The Great, and even Legend-
ary, Charlie Kirk, is dead. No one understood or had the
Heart of the Youth in the United States of America
better than Charlie. He was loved and admired by ALL,
especially me, and now, he is no longer with us. Mela-
nia and my Sympathies go out to his beautiful wife,
Erika and family. Charlie, we love you!”

The prominent 31-year-old advocate for Christian-
ity and political conservatism leaves behind his wife,
Erika, and two young children.

Erika Kirk had posted a Bible verse earlier in the
day, declaring, “Psalm 46:1 — God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in trouble.”

“This is a dark day for our state. It’s a tragic day for

our nation,” said Utah Gov. Spencer Cox. “I want to be
very clear, this is a political assassination.”

Editor: Charlie Kirk was also a Christian. Besides
the political debates he had on political issues, he was a
missionary on those campuses for the truth of the gos-
pel. Every debate he had on a college campus he always
made sure he shared his testimony and preached the
Gospel.

The murder itself was bad enough, but the vitriolic
hatred that poured forth from people was unbelievable.
It was as if the demon world broke out in celebration.
When I saw millions of people celebrating his assassina-
tion on social media, it reminded me of these verses in
Revelation about the murder of the two witnesses sent
by God. “And those who dwell on the earth will rejoice
over them and celebrate; and they will send gifts to one
another, because these two prophets tormented those
who dwell on the earth.” (Rev 11:10)

Benjamin Gill, Christian Broadcasting Network,
09-10-2025

The Old Despised Doctrine

A significant editorial appeared a few years ago in
Frank Lesley’s “Illustrated Weekly.” One of New
York’s wealthiest churches, which conducts a large so-
cial settlement in a needy part of the city, had issued its
annual report. It was extremely pessimistic. A vast ex-
penditure of effort and money had been made, and while
much good had doubtless been done, not a single con-
version had been made. Referring to this fact the editor
made this significant statement: “The modern scheme
for raising the masses by education and improved envi-
ronment has failed. Not a soul has been saved by the
great outlay of money and effort furnished by this
wealthy church. But in the same locality there is a
strange band of men and women who parade the streets
each night with drum and tambourine to collect fallen
men and women to hear them preach, and though they
preach but one thing, salvation through the blood of
Christ, there is not a single night that souls are not saved.
Say what you will, that old despised doctrine of the
blood is the only power that can lift the masses.”

The Bible Banner (LBI Mpls,) October, 1940



What Child Is This?

Picture this: A Christmas scene in a make-believe
barn, with little children dressed in costume to replicate the
first Christmas. There is an innocent Joseph standing by a
seated angelic-faced Mary, overlooking a small crib —
make that “manger.”

Youthful shepherds are adoringly looking on, and in
the near distance are cardboard figures of a cow, a donkey,
alamb or lambs. And, of course, three wise men are kneel-
ing in reverence before the Holy Babe, offering their ex-
quisite gifts, while singing, “We Three Kings of Orient
Are.”

Sound familiar? Yes, and it makes for a meaningful
Christmas observance in a Sunday school program setting.

Yet, the harsh reality of what really happened that first
Christmas is often lost in the warm glow of nostalgia and
tradition.

Our blessed Lord Jesus Christ was born into a very
hostile world. Galatians 4:4-5 says: “In the fullness of
time, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under
the law, that He might redeem those who were under the
law, that we might receive adoption as sons.”

But how God did it was absolutely amazing, stranger
than the fiction that often surrounds this event.

It all began with a visitation by the angel Gabriel to
Mary on that wonderful day. The greatest announcement
of all time came to Mary, a young adolescent of perhaps 15
years of age, from a traced heritage but with little or no so-
cial standing or political clout.

“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor
with God; and, behold, you will conceive in your womb
and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He shall
be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; and
the Lord will give him the throne of his father David; and
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” (Luke 1:30-33)

What a fantastic, awesome announcement! For 4,000
years, every godly woman secretly hoped that somehow she
might be the mother of the seed of the woman that would
crush the head of the serpent (Genesis 3:15), as promised to
our first mother, Eve, back in the Garden of Eden.

What would any of us have done had we been the one
to receive such an announcement? Surely, we would have
shared the news with any listening ear. But Mary kept all
this to herself and meditated on it in her heart. Not even Jo-
seph knew. For the Scripture tells us: “Her husband Joseph,
being a just man and not willing to disgrace her, desired to
put her away secretly.” (Matthew 1:19)

All Joseph knew was that his beloved Mary was with a
child who was not his. An angel appeared to Joseph to re-
veal the situation to him.

The angel told him, “Joseph, son of David, do not be
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afraid to take Mary as your wife; for that which has been
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bear a
Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who
will save His people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:20-21)

As the pregnancy drew close to the end, Mary and Jo-
seph, knowing that the child (the Messiah) was to be born
in Bethlehem, waited in Nazareth until God put it in the
mind of Caesar Augustus to activate the journey to Bethle-
hem for the purpose of taxation enrollment. What trusting
character on the part of both Mary and Joseph to wait for
God’s perfect timing! They were an amazing young cou-
ple. How unlike the way we might have handled the situa-
tion.

Even the journey itself was fraught with peril — no
soft cushion for Mary riding sidesaddle on a gentle don-
key. They probably walked the 70-80 miles to Bethle-
hem. As the story from Luke 2:6-7 states: “While they
were there, the time came for her to be delivered, and she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swad-
dling bands, and laid him in a manger.”

What child is this? The announcement of his birth
was not given to the heads of state or to the local media,
but to humble shepherds “out in the field, keeping watch
over their flocks by night” (Luke 2:8). And what an an-
nouncement that was by the angel! “Behold, I bring you
good news of great joy ... for unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke
2:10-11)

What child is this? The shepherds must have won-
dered. The confirmation came from an angel of the Lord,
no less, to give the greatest legitimacy to the truth of the
event. The whole heavenly host joined the angel in prais-
ing God, for now they, too, understood what child this was.

Later in the temple, where Mary and Joseph took the
baby Jesus at the age of § days, for the purpose of the cir-
cumcision dedication, it was old Simeon and Anna who
confirmed that “this, this is Christ the King, the babe the
son of Mary,” as noted in the familiar Christmas carol.

So, what do these awesome events mean to us, who
live this side of the familiar story? We, who often reflect
only the tradition and the sweetness of the Christmas
story? For the harsh reality of the Babe of Bethlehem be-
came — in a few years — the cross of Calvary. Then, con-
sidering this, we are prompted to say with Pilate, “Behold
the Man!” (John 19:5)

What child is this? Yes, the Babe in Bethlehem, but
also the One on the cross who, shortly, would leave the
tomb empty. “For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)

By Pastor Oliver Olson, Lutheran Ambassador,
December 2004



Olson, an AFLC pastor who lived in Spring Valley,
Calif., passed away in August 2018. This article is re-
printed from the December 2004 issue. Editor: He was
also my professor at California Lutheran Bible School.

HOW TO KNOW GOD

“This is life eternal, that they should know thee the
only true God, and him whom thou didst send, even Jesus
Christ.” (John 17:3)

Nothing could be more important than to know God.
What life and death shall mean to us depends altogether
on whether or not we know God. To have God in our
lives means to have peace and freedom from anxious care
in the darkest and most difficult experiences of life. Even
when “I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I
will fear no evil; for thou art with me; thy rod and thy
staff, they comfort me.” David could also say, “When I
awake, I am still with thee.” (Psalm 139:18) In these
words he doubtless looks beyond the sleep of death.

But to be without the knowledge and experience of
God is to be “separate from Christ. . . having no hope and
without God in the world.” (Ephesians 2:12.) To be
without God in the world of mankind, as it is tormented
by the prince of this world and the consequences of sin, is
indeed to be utterly hopeless.

MAN WAS MADE FOR GOD

But God created us for the purpose of knowing Him
and having fellowship with Him. God equipped us with
the necessary capacities for knowing and experiencing
Him. “He made of one every nation of men to dwell on
all the face of the earth . . . that they should seek God, if
haply they might feel after him and find him, though he is
not far from each one of us: for in him we live, and move,
and have our being.” Acts 17: 26-28.

How close God is to every one of us! As close as the
air we breathe, as close as the energy by which the atoms
of matter in our bodies subsist, as close as the life which
causes mind and heart to function, as close as the voice of
conscience in the depth of us! Yet it is possible to be in
ignorance of God.

IGNORANCE IS “WITHOUT EXCUSE”

When men are ignorant of God they are “without ex-
cuse,” says Paul in Romans 1. (Read Romans 1: 18- 32).
For even without the supernatural revelation of God
which we have in the Scriptures, it is possible to know
something of God. First, by the intuitive knowledge,
which is in every human being, “because that which is
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known of God is manifest in them; for God manifested it
unto them.” Secondly, by observing the whole creation
in which we live. “For the invisible things of him since
the creation of the world are clearly seen, being perceived
through the things that are made, even his everlasting
power and divinity.” Therefore he is indeed a fool who
says in his heart, “There is no God,” for he is denying
what he knows in his heart is the truth.

How true and how awful is Paul’s description of the
plight of man without God! In his summary in Romans 3
he quotes the Psalmist: “There is none that seeketh after
God. .. There is none that doeth good, no, not so much as
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one.
GOD STILL SEEKS MAN

Though God gave up man to the consequences of his
rejection of God, He has never given up His inexplicable
love for man, and He still is seeking man to bring him
back to the knowledge and experience of God. It was that
love of God which moved Him to give the revelation of
Himself in the “sacred writings which are able to make
thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ
Jesus.” (2 Timothy 3:15) The Old Testament scriptures
are not only a record of how God worked towards the
great act of salvation in and through His Son, but they are
a means by which God seeks men and works repentance
and faith in their hearts. They contain the law and the
gospel, loaded with the love and power of God.

Of course, God’s supreme revelation of Himself was
and is in Christ Jesus.

This is presented to us in and through the New Testa-
ment. “God, having of old time spoken unto the fathers
in the prophets by divers portions and in divers manners,
hath at the end of these days spoken unto us in his Son.”
Hebrews 1:1-2.

WE FIND GOD IN CHRIST

In the four Gospels we learn that Jesus is God in the
flesh, living and working among men and then dying to
save them from their sins. Risen from the dead, He is
ever living to make intercession for them that draw near
unto God through Him. In His farewell words to His dis-
ciples Jesus says, “He that hath seen me hath seen the Fa-
ther.” What kind of a God is God? Just the kind we see
Him to be in Jesus Christ. To know God in Christ is more
than to know of or about Him. It is to experience Him in
“repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus
Christ.”

Samuel Martin Miller, The Word of Truth,
© Copyright 1952 Augsburg Book Concern



Our Fathers Saw His Mighty Works

The Life and Ministry of Enoch L. Scotvold.
Part 3 and conclusion.

In the years that did follow, Conrad became the main
spokesman and leader of the LEM, assuming the first di-
rectorship from 1948-1954. His God-given combination
of charisma and zeal fit him well for the task. As time
went on, many people came to subconsciously think of
Conrad as the founder of the LEM. Scotvold was a fre-
quent and much-loved speaker at LEM conferences, but
many never suspected that it had been he in whom God
had planted the original idea for the LEM. It has only
been in recent years that one with a more intimate knowl-
edge of the story and the characters has confirmed what
Conrad implied several times: that Scotvold was indeed
“the ‘father’ of the LEM.” Orloue N. Gisselquist, LEM
secretary from 1943-1953, has said that the program for
that original three-day conference on evangelism ‘“had
Scotvold’s fingerprints all over it” and that a close family
friend of the Scotvold’s also credited him “with originat-
ing the idea of the now well known Lutheran Evangelis-
tic Movement.” Of course, the modest Scotvold would
never have said so himself. And, in many ways, it mat-
tered little to which person God had given the idea. It
only mattered that God’s work was being done.

But looking back now three-quarters of a century
later, it is surely significant for us to know the testimony
of the man whom God used to initiate such a wide-spread
and effective Movement. Why was it that the LEM’s
main concern was for evangelism within the church and
not for the mass evangelization of those outside the
church? Perhaps it was because the man to whom God
had given the vision for the LEM had himself spent many
of the first thirty years of his life immersed in the church
while not a Christian. He knew firsthand what it was to
run from God while sometimes feigning outward religion
for the sake of appearance. Thus, after Enoch Scotvold’s
conversion, his concern was for others who were like
what he had been. And so, he was willing to proclaim a
bold message that was perhaps not always popular in the
Lutheran church. To quote from one of his sermons,

“Sad to say a great number of our dear church mem-
bers are spiritually dead. ‘Thou hast a name that thou
lives, but art dead’ (Revelation 3:1). In spite of Word and
Sacrament, they have not had a personal meeting with
Christ; they have merely had an external contact with the
means of grace . . . These are people who regard them-
selves as Christians although they are spiritually dead.
They have never felt a real anguish on account of their
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sins . . . Much less have they wept tears of joy and glori-
fied God for his mercy. They read and hear the Word of
God without being especially impressed by it . . . People
in that condition have nothing but the dead faith of the in-
tellect.”

Once Scotvold was visiting with a woman who had
long been a church member and believed herself to be a
Christian. But after some conversation, he was not as
convinced as she was and finally asked her, “Have you
ever seen yourself as an ungodly person?” “No, that |
have never done!” she replied. “But,” Scotvold coun-
tered, “Paul says that ‘in due time Christ died for the un-
godly.”” [Romans 5:6] This must mean then that Christ
did not die for you!” Such was the insight of a man who
had himself once been an unbelieving church member.

There is no doubt that Enoch Scotvold’s story is re-
ally a story of God’s working and a testimony to the fact
that “God has chosen the weak things of the world to put
to shame the things which are mighty.” Scotvold himself
realized this. Towards the end of his life, he reflected on
an earlier occurrence.

“I'recall when I was lying at the point of death . . . fol-
lowing an automobile accident . . . I remembered my con-
version, and everything I had done since I had been an
evangelist for many years. There had been awakenings
under my ministry. [ had prayed with souls and seen
them saved. But when I looked back on all that, I saw
plainly that everything was tainted with self and sin. So |
had to ask God to forgive me . . . I had only one plea,
‘Christ died for me,” and only one prayer, that of the pub-
lican: ‘God be merciful to me, the sinner.” It got down to
that! No, you can’t depend either on your baptismal cer-
tificate or on an old conversion experience. You’ve got
to have Christ. The Bible doesn’t tell us overly much of
what heaven is like, but there certainly isn’t any mention
of man’s merit or worthiness. Everything centers around
the Lamb and the love of the Lamb.”

That was the humble testimony of the man whom
God had used to initiate a Movement that touched tens of
thousands of lives. He knew it was not his own doing but
God’s. And consequently, those of us today who may in
some way trace our spiritual heritage back to the Lu-
theran Evangelistic Movement can be sure that our own
lives have been deeply affected, not by the ideas of men,
but by God and His wonderful works. “That no flesh
should glory in His presence . . . that, as it is written, ‘He
who glories, let him glory in the LORD.”” (I Corinthians
1:29-31 NKJV)

A history of the LEM Movement,
© 2011 By Jonathan Anderson



Today’s Christian Music, Part I11

This is the third in a series of articles on music used in
Christianity today. I will be comparing it with the Scrip-
tures to see if it lines up with the Biblical Standards for
Christian Music.

What are Biblical standards for music? It is impossi-
ble to list all Christian music and try to come up with a list
of “good”versus “bad.” However, we can recognize Scrip-
tural standards with which to evaluate Christian music. A
key verse which lists the necessary elements of Christian
music is Colossians 3:16, which says, “Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and ad-
monishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your heart to the Lord.”

Lyrics

Colossians 3:16 tells us that the Word of God should
dwell richly in us, which would include our music. This
is especially true since the whole theme of this verse has
to do with singing and music. Thus, the words of our
Christian music should be such as to reflect the deep
truths related to us throughout Scripture. It should not
just contain a Scriptural theme or just a small part of the
Word of God, but it should be saturated with Scripture
and Scriptural themes. It should be literally a Biblical
message that is sung. The tendency in most of Today’s
Christian Music is to produce lyrics which are not Scrip-
turally rich nor laced with Scripture and Scriptural doc-
trine. Many times the music is so loud that you can't even
understand the lyrics! The result is lyrics which are nom-
inally Christian, or not Christian at all.

This brings a music which has an emphasis on the
music and not on the lyrics. This is exactly the opposite
of what we see the Scriptures defining as the standard for
Christian music: emphasis on the lyrical content (rich in
Scripture) with the musical accompaniment being sec-
ondary. In several Scriptural instances, people sang
songs to the Lord with no musical accompaniment at all.
Examples of this are: 1) Moses and the children of Israel
sang a song of praise for the deliverance at the Red Sea
(Ex. 15:1-18) and it was not until verse 20 when Miriam
and the women played timbrels. Thus, most of their song
of deliverance was sung acappella;. (2) Moses’ song of
praise before his death (Deut. 32:1-43), all sung without
musical accompaniment; (3) Deborah and Barak sang a
song of God’s deliverance from the Canaanites (Judges
5:1-31) with no music; (4) Hannah’s song of praise at the
birth of Samuel (I Sam. 2:1-10) was just her voice used in
praise to God; (5) David’s song of deliverance (II Sam.
22:1-51) had no instruments used; (6) Mary’s Magnificat
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at the conception of Jesus (Lk. 1:46-55) was sung by her-
self alone. Most of these were individuals praising the
Lord on their own.

But there are also summons for public praise in
Scripture with no mention of music. “Sing fo the Lord a
new song, Sing His praise from the end of the earth! You
who go down to the sea, and all that is in it. You islands
and those who dwell on them.” (Isaiah 42:10) “Praise the
Lord! Praise the name of the Lord; Praise Him, O ser-
vants of the Lord, You who stand in the house of the Lord,
In the courts of the house of our God! Praise the Lord,
for the Lord is good, Sing praises to His name, for it is
lovely.” (Psalm 135:1-3) In fact, if you go through the Book
of Psalms, there are more verses which instruct us to
praise the Lord and to sing praise to the Lord without any
mention of musical instruments than there are verses
which instruct us about praising the Lord with instrumen-
tal accompaniment.

Jesus and the Apostles

A key question that is seldom asked is this: What
did Jesus do and teach about Christian Music? Isn’t
this a key point that we want to follow our Lord and Sav-
ior in His direction to us? The answer is found in Matt
26:30 which says, “And after singing a hymn, they went
out to the Mount of Olives.”” The context of this is that Je-
sus and the disciples had just finished the Lord’s Supper
and are on their way to the Mount of Olives where Jesus
will pray earnestly before God. He did so without the
benefit of musical accompaniment. This is the only refer-
ence to Jesus and singing, and there is no musical instru-
ments used. Jesus did not use music in His ministry nor
did He teach anything about His followers using music in
ministry. Since Jesus Himself was completely silent on
this crucial topic, then doesn’t that teach us that using
music as a major draw and heart of ministry is completely
out of step with the emphasis of Jesus Himself? The only
time He sang was without music.

Another key question that is seldom addressed is
this: What did the apostles do and teach about Chris-
tian Music? We find the same thing about the apostles as
we do about Jesus. They never used musical instruments
in their singing to the Lord, nor did they command the
church to do so. When Paul and Silas sang hymns of
praise to God in prison (Acts 16:25), no one played any-
thing as they were in stocks. The two New Testament
passages which address singing are in Colossians 3:16
and Ephesians 5:19 and neither of them mention any mu-
sical instruments.

The only time we see musical instruments used in
worship in the New Testament is in heaven recorded in
the book of Revelation. In Rev. 5:8,14:2 and 15:2, we




have the only reference to music being used in worship to
God in all of the New Testament. In each of these heav-
enly worship scenes, the music that accompanies their
worship is the playing of harps and nothing else except
voices of divine beings and redeemed people.

There are other examples which could be listed, but
the Scripture records songs in which the lyrics are the
most important element in Christian music, more than the
music itself, and the lyrics abundantly and richly reflect-
ing the truths of God. The human voice has been de-
signed by God to praise Him.

Using these as Biblical examples, then some of our
Christian music should be sung without any musical in-
struments at all (acappella). The major emphasis is on the
lyrics of the song being sung and not on the music being
used.

Teach and Admonish

Lyrics should be not only saturated with the Word of
Christ, but as Colossians continues, “in all wisdom.”
Lyrically, our songs must also reflect the very wisdom of
God and what He has revealed for us in the Scriptures
about what music should be. Specifically, they should do
two things: teach and admonish as Colossians 3:16 tells
us, “ ...teaching and admonishing one another ..."

Christian lyrics should teach us specific things about
God. We should be able to learn of His attributes: the
fact that He is eternal, all knowing, everywhere present
all the time, triune, all powerful, holy, loving, gracious,
etc. In short, we should be able to learn of the character
of God from our Christian music. Christian songs should
not only teach us who God is, but also what He has done:
His creation of the universe, His creation of mankind in
His image, man’s fall into sin, the total depravity of man-
kind, the judgment of God against the sin of mankind in
physical death and eventual spiritual death. They should
also teach us that God became a man in Jesus and died on
the cross for the sins of all mankind and rose again bodily
from the dead. They should teach us that full salvation is
available to everyone through repentance of sin and faith
alone in Christ alone. These are the very basics of what
God needs to teach us through our songs.

In addition, Colossians 3:16 tells us that Christian
lyrics are to both teach and admonish. This is defined,
“to admonish, warn, correct, exhort.” To admonish
someone means to warn, correct or rebuke. Christian
music must not only tell about the love of God and the
gracious invitation of life in Jesus, it should also contain a
warning against the consequences of unbelief. There
should be a presentation of both Law and Gospel. It
should tell of God’s wrath against the sin of man and
what lies ahead to everyone who refuses to come to
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Christ. The Book of Psalms is listed in Colossians 3:16
as a source of lyrics: “teaching and admonishing one an-
other in Psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs...” A good
way to learn the Scriptures is to sing them, not the Psalms
only, but all the Scriptures. A powerful message can be
conveyed through the singing of the Scriptures. How-
ever, compare the words from much of today’s Christian
Music with that which is recorded in the Psalms. The
Psalms contain many warnings against unbelief and open
statements about the fierce wrath of God. Look at some
examples:

“Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judg-
ment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way
of the ungodly shall perish.” (Psalm 1:5-6)

“He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; the Lord
shall hold them in derision. Then He shall speak to them
in His wrath, and distress them in His deep displeasure. . .
Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish in the way,
When His wrath is kindled but a little.”” (Psalm 2:4-5, 12)

“The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the na-
tions that forget God.” (Psalm 9:17)

These are examples from the Psalms where the lyrics ad-
monished the wicked against unbelief and admonished
the believer to remain true to the Lord.

The Psalms also contain many extended verses of
teaching about the attributes and character of God. Psalm
78 recites God’s intervention in Israel’s history, while
Psalm 119 recites the power and place of God’s Word in
the believer’s life. In fact, this is just a small sample of ev-
erything that was written in the Psalms, and yet it reflects
exactly what God prescribes as a proper standard for lyr-
ics of Christian music: Both teaching and admonition.

Nearly all of today’s Christian Music falls short of
this Biblical mandate. It tells much about the love of
God, and practically nothing about the wrath of God.
When it extols the love of God, while ignoring the wrath
of God, then it is not proper Christian music according to
the qualifications laid out in Colossians 3:16. As one lis-
tens to this, you don’t hear much about Sin, Righteous-
ness and Judgment, even though Jesus said the Holy
Spirit will convict people of these three things. (See John
16:8) Much of today’s Christian Music is designed to be
appealing to the masses and be able to sell, not to teach
and admonish. — Pastor Jim Haga

Almost Persuaded, Harvest is Past
Almost Persuaded, Doom comes at last.
Almost cannot avail, Almost is but to fail
Sad, sad, the bitter wail

Almost but lost!

— From “Almost Persuaded” by Philip P. Bliss



The Door Of Salvation Is Still Open

As I was reading the newspaper today, I had to stop
for a moment. What trouble this world is in today! I
was reminded of a verse in Matthew 24:37, “But as the
days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son
of Man be.”

What was it like in the days of Noah? “God saw that
the wickedness of men was great in the earth, and that
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only
evil continually.” Gen. 6:5. “And it repented the Lord
that He had made men on the earth, and it grieved Him at
His heart.” V.6. Verse 11 says that the earth was filled
with violence.

Here we have a picture of our world today, violence.
kidnappings, demonstrations, and a falling away from
the true Word of God. But as judgment came on the
world in the time of Noah through the flood, so it will
come again in various ways. I have to ask sometimes:
“Lord, how long?”

But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord, and
God invited him and his family into the ark, before the
judgment fell.

The door of salvation is Jesus Christ. That door is
still open and the invitation still goes out. The Ark of
refuge is in Jesus and He is willing and able to save all
repentant sinners who come to Him. He died for your
sins and mine.

Have you accepted Him as your personal Savior? If
not, do so today. “Today if you hear His voice, harden
not your heart.” Heb. 3:15.

O what glorious hope for those who are in Christ Je-
sus! He is coming soon to take His own unto Himself.
Then we shall see Him. What a glorious morning that
will be!

“One radiant morn with eyes unveiled before Him.
I’ll see the One my faith and hope embrace.

Within the holy realms I'll praise, adore Him.
And kneel to thank my Savior face to face.”

O unsaved friend, seek the Lord while He may be
found. Call upon Him while He is near. The time is
short. And the Lord said: “My Spirit shall not always
strive with men.” (Gen. 6:3)

Peder Aure, Mayville, N.D. Reprinted from the
December, 1977 Morning Glory
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Ministry Update
“Honor the Lord with your wealth and with
the first fruits of all your produce; then your

barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will
be bursting with wine.” (Prov 3:9-10)

“But store up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys,
and where thieves do not break in or steal; for
where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.” (Matt 6:20-21)

We are at the end of 2025. The Hauge
Innermission was officially formed in 1920. In
the forward to “The Hauge Movement in Amer-
ica” it ends with these words. ““ So in the name of
Jesus, the Hauge Federation sends out this record
of personal experiences with God. May it point
to the five things it is said that every one needs
who wants to be a living Christian and a personal
worker for Him. 1. A converted heart. 2. A Scrip-
ture stored mind. 3. A love for souls. 4. A prayer-
ful life. 5. The Holy Spirit of God.

105 years later, this is still true today. We
need this more than ever, and that’s our goal each
month as we put together the Morning Glory, to
encourage and equip the saints.

We are a faith ministry. We do not charge for
subscriptions, so we are dependent on the gener-
osity of our readers to give as the Lord directs.
God has been faithful and has supplied all of our
needs for these 105 years. But these needs con-
tinue month after month. It cost approximately
$3,000 to edit, assemble, proofread, print and
mail out each issue. So this ministry needs your
prayers and financial support to continue. Satan
has not let up, he seems more aggressive than
ever in his attacks, so we need to continue as well
and seek to make heaven crowded.

Many have the tradition of giving year end
gifts to churches and ministries, we pray that you
would consider a gift to the Hauge Lutheran
Innermission Federation. With today’s financial
planning many have the ability to take money out
of IRAs or other tax deferred accounts, tax free
and give directly to non-profit ministries. Help
us to keep sharing the Gospel for many years to
come. Thank you in advance to everyone who
helps us fulfill our God-given mission.




The Hauge Library

We have the following publications available for
you. They can be ordered using the envelope in the
center. Postage will be paid by an anonymous donor.

Altar Steps

This daily devotional was
written by Pastor R.P. Haak-
onson and was published in
1947. It is suitable for families
with children. It has illustra-
tions from daily life, and a
strong salvation emphasis.
Suggested offering: $8.00.

Mirror of the Heart

This book was published in MIRROR

1900 by an unknown author. Tt ol the

contains some very earnest HEART

meditations and fervent prayers.

It also contains ten very graphic

pictures of the human heart. i

Suggested Offering: $3.00. B

Sinners in the Hands

of an Angry God H

Jonathan Edwards preached this SFNNhEII‘{S\“\d

remarkable sermon at Enfield, lntoef e
ANGRY GOD

Conn. on July 8, 1741. It was at
night while he was reading it to a
large congregation, that the
lights became dim and he read
with difficulty, and the influence

was so great on the congregation that strong men and
women cried and screamed for mercy and even
grabbed their seats for fear they would slide into hell

L A R

Md wards
s Gy

that very moment. Suggested Offering: $1.00.

Spirit and Power

Ludvig Hope was a Norwegian
lay preacher, writer, teacher and
organizer. This book is filled
with solid Biblical meat for
those who want to walk in depth
with the Lord. It is written from
a Lutheran pietistic perspective
and contains 40 chapters of ex-

position on different aspects of how God works to

Periodicals Postage Paid at
Fergus Falls, MN 56537

c/o Send-It Shipping & Mailing Center

Hauge Lutheran Innermission
1026 West Alcott Ave.
Fergus Falls, MN 56537

Volume CVIIl « Number 9 « December 2025
(USPS 887-740) Shoreview, MN 55126

bring a lost sinner to be saved and then to follow Jesus
in the Power of the Holy Spirit. This is not casual
reading, but earnest direction for anyone wanting to
take up their cross and follow the Lord. Suggested
Offering: $12.00

Infant Baptism and
Adult Conversion

This work by Ole Hallesby is
much needed in our Lutheran
circles today as salvation solely
through baptism is proclaimed
far and wide and people are
given assurance at a funeral that
the deceased is in heaven because they were baptized
as an infant, even if they had no faith at all. Hallesby
answers the needed questions: Is Infant Baptism Bib-
lical?; Do all those baptized need to make a choice to
repent and follow Christ?; Is Conversion needed for
everyone, including those who were baptized?; Can
the baptized go lost? Suggested Offering: $10.00.
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