
“We Have Seen His Star ...”
Mat thew 2:1 - 11

ith out doubt, the great est evan ge lis tic ser vice 
of all time took place out side the vil lage of

Beth le hem on that first Christ mas night.  God,
who had spo ken in times past unto the fa thers

by the proph ets, now speaks to man kind by His Son. 
When Christ mas came to Beth le hem, God spoke to man,
ex press ing Him self in Per son al ity to per son al i ties
...hum ble Judeans (shep herds in the field), Wise Men
from the east (men of learn ing); yes, to all men ev ery -
where …

“Be hold, I bring you glad tid ings of great joy, which
shall be to all peo ple; for unto you is born this day in the
city of Da vid, a Sav ior, Who is Christ the Lord!” (Luke
2:10-11)

In heaven’s mes sage to fallen earth lings, God pro -
claims, “I have loved you with an ev er last ing love … I
have un locked the gates of heaven, closed by sin … I
have pro vided for you the prom ised Re deemer in the Per -
son of My Son!”  This is the Good News, the “evangel”
we are com mis sioned to pro claim to the world also this
Christ mas.

But, in the words of Jo seph Fort New ton, “The race
will never know sal va tion un less it is love-lifted and
star-led.”  Let us, then, con sider the re sponse to His
Com ing as we pick up the ac count of the Magi found in
Mat thew, Chap ter 2.  Henry Wadsworth Longfellow de -
scribes their jour ney in search of the Christ Child in the
fol low ing lines:

“Three Kings came rid ing from far away,
Melchior and Caspar and Balthasar;
Three Wise Men out of the east were they,

And they trav eled by night and they slept by day,
For their guide was a beau ti ful, won der ful Star.”

It has been said, they were as trol o gers from Per sia. 
His tory claims that in that part of the world men built the
first ob ser va to ries and stud ied the courses of heav enly
bod ies.  Some be lieve that it was from this van tage-point
they be came aware of an un usual star over Beth le hem. 
Spec u la tion?  Pos si bly so.  Scrip ture does not give us this 
in for ma tion, but only re fers to them as “Wise Men from
the east.”  Magi is a Greek word for “men of great wis -
dom.”  It is of ten used with ref er ence to phi los o phers or
sci en tists.  The im por tant point, how ever, is that these
men set out by some strange com pul sion to search for
Christ.  Across the Eu phra tes and the Tigris, over rug ged
moun tain passes, across wind-swept deserts, in places of
ex treme dan ger … fol low ing a star.

We re peat again the words of New ton, “The race will 
never know sal va tion un less it is love-lifted and
star-led.”  We be lieve there is a deeper rea son than mere
sci en tific cu ri os ity that led the Wise Men to Beth le hem. 
They had seen a light.  Per haps they had read the proph e -
cies of the Old Tes ta ment.  Per haps the Holy Spirit had
been at work in His mys te ri ous way and with His il lu mi -
nat ing pres ence.  God “moves in His mys te ri ous ways,
His won ders to per form.”  This is how He awak ens men
also to day.  We have been re minded of this re peat edly,
when in di vid u als who ap peared to have lit tle knowl edge
of the things of God and per haps have had a rather lim -
ited re li gious back ground, none the less, be gin to search
for peace with God.  Je sus said to Nicodemus … “The
wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it,
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but do not knows where it
co mes from and where it is
go ing; so is ev ery one who is
born of the Spirit.”  (John
3:8).  That in ner com pul sion
that moved the Wise Men to
fol low the Star was that same 
Holy Spirit that moves ev ery 
awak ened sin ner to seek the
Lord.  “Where is He that is
born King of the Jews?” 
they ask.  In the days that fol -
lowed, this ques tion would
of ten be asked.  Cer tain of
the Jews asked of the breth -
ren of Je sus, “Where is He?”  
(John 7:11).

The neigh bors of the
man born blind, whose sight
Je sus re stored, ques tioned
him con cern ing the One who 
had anointed his eyes with
heal ing, and then they asked
con cern ing the Healer,
“Where is He?”  (John 9:12).  
To Philip the Greeks came
with in sis tence ask ing, “Sir,
we would see Je sus.”  (John
12:21).  This is the quest of
the hu man heart to this day,
be it ever so hushed and si -
lenced.  Fanny J. Crosby
well de scribes this hid den
quest in the fol low ing lines:

“Down in the hu man heart,
crushed by the tempter,
Feel ings lie bur ied that
grace can re store;
Touched by a lov ing heart,
wak ened by kind ness,
Chords that are bro ken will
vi brate once more.”

The Wise Men would
not aban don their search un -
til it led them to Christ.  The
awak ened soul must meet Je -
sus!  There is sal va tion in
none other.  The Di vine
Light con tin ued to guide
them un til it hov ered over
the place where the young
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Child was.  Here they found the ob ject of their search. 
Here they found their price less trea sure.  The Gos pel
writer says, “They fell down and they wor shipped
Him.”  (Mat thew 2:11).  Awak en ing and seek ing led to
dis cov ery and as sur ance.

Per haps some one read ing this is ask ing, “Where can
I find Him?  Oth ers have found Him and it seems so sim -
ple, yet for me it seems to be in creas ingly im pos si ble. 
Oth ers tes tify of as sur ance and joy in Christ, yet, some -
how, my life is empty and my search gets me no where.” 
To be sure, you shall not now find Him in a crib.  He was
a Child for just a few fleet ing years.  Nor shall one find
Him along some hal lowed spot in Gal i lee.  He has long
since passed from those fa mil iar shores.  Nor can He be
found upon the cross.  He is not there.  Nor does He dwell
within the tomb.  He is Risen!  But by faith He co mes to
dwell within the heart of a bro ken and con trite sin ner. 
Re mem ber, He is just a prayer away.  When by faith you
sim ply open the door, He says, “I will come in.” (Rev.
3:20)  May His pres ence and His peace fill your life with
Joy this Christ mas!

Pas tor Jay G. Erickson, Morn ing Glory, Jan., 1980

\   \   \   \   \   \   \   \   \

THE NEW YEAR
 For the days and years that are past we thank God. 

On what has been ac cept able in His sight we ask His
bless ing and pray that He may use it as a con tri bu tion for
the re al iza tion of His fi nal pur pose.  Our sins – those sad
fail ures, those darker spots, those de press ing mem o ries
of our ret ro spect we lay them down be fore the throne of
grace, im plor ing the par don of a gra cious God, trust ing in 
His prom ise that they are blot ted out by the aton ing blood 
of the cross.  “Blessed is he whose trans gres sion is for -
given; whose sin is cov ered.”

 For the fu ture we trust in God.  He will pro vide for
our needs, both tem po ral and spir i tual.  He  will give us
strength by means of His Word and the Sac ra ments to
carry on.  Strength for vic tory in temp ta tions and tri als,
for grace to keep His com mand ments and to min is ter to
the needs of our fel low men.

 We also pray for those who are tested and af flicted in 
our own coun try and for our breth ren in the lands where
wars are spread ing mis ery and des o la tion, where hopes
are fail ing and where the light of truth is dark en ing into
the night of de spair.  Not the prayer of words only, but the
prayer of such as sis tance as we may be able to ren der,
shar ing with them of the abun dance we still en joy.  “To
do good and to com mu ni cate for get not; for with such
sac ri fices God is well pleased.”

 For to day we thank God for the name of Je sus, the
name over the por tal through which we en ter the new
year.  We thank Him for the Bread of Life and for our
daily bread.  The phys i cal life He sus tains and the spir i -
tual life He sus tains we are to use ac cord ing to His will in
ren der ing such ser vice to oth ers as will point them to the
Lamb of God and set their feet on the way of life.

Our time is lim ited.

 “As the light ning from the skies
 Darts and leaves no trace be hind,
 Swiftly thus our fleet ing days
 Bear us down life’s rapid stream.”
 
As a dream dies in the morn ing, we are borne on ward 

to the day of reck on ing when we shall give ac count of
each year that we have lived on this earth of our stew ard -
ship and the choice of our des tiny.  It is there fore of su -
preme im por tance that we keep this goal in mind and
de cide whether each day and year shall yield “glory and
honor and peace” or “wrath and in dig na tion, trib u la tion
and an guish.”  For the path of well-do ing or the other path 
of evil-do ing will de cide the is sue of our pres ent ex is -
tence. 

The eter nal new year of Je ho vah’s fa vor, the ac cept -
able Ju bi lee year of the Lord, is worth the “in vest ment”
of a Chris tian life and in fi nitely to be pre ferred to an eter -
nity of dark ness, wail ing over ir rep a ra ble loss, and
gnash ing of teeth in hope less re morse over wasted years.

“Great God, we sing that mighty hand
 By which sup ported still we stand;
 The open ing year Thy mercy shows,
 Let mercy crown it till it close.”

C.J. Sodergren, The Bible Banner (LBI) Jan., 1939
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The Fear of the Lord

“The fear of the LORD is the be gin ning of
knowl edge: but fools de spise wis dom and

in struc tion. ” (Prov erbs 1:7)

Is n’t this the very thing that is miss ing in
Chris tian cir cles to day?  Es pe cially when

Je sus spe cif i cally in structed us to have the
Fear of the Lord?

“And I say to you, My friends, do not be
afraid of those who kill the body, and af ter
that have no more that they can do.  But I
will warn you whom to fear: fear the One
who af ter He has killed has au thor ity to
cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him!”

(Luke 12:4-5)
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Walk in the Light
              

“The light is with you a lit tle lon ger.  Walk while you
have the light, lest the dark ness over take you.” 

(John 12:35).

When we look back upon our lives how thank ful we 
can be that we have had so much light on the path way of
life—the Bi ble at mother’s knee, ded i cated Sunday
school teach ers, faith ful pas tors show ing us the way in
con fir ma tion in struc tion, the preach ing of the Law and
Gos pel from many pul pits, good Chris tian books.  Je sus
said, “walk while you have the light.”  Some day soon
the “light” of His Word and the lights that have led the
way may be re moved be cause of our in dif fer ence.  Yes,
there may come a fam ine of the Word of God (Amos
8:11).

The Bi ble teaches that by na ture man wants dark -
ness rather than light.  In John 3:19 we read, “And this is 
the judg ment, that the light has come into the world, and
men loved dark ness rather than light, be cause their
deeds were evil’’ (read also verses 20 and 21).

I re mem ber clean ing up a wood pile by my ga rage
one time.  When I got down to the bot tom layer of
boards, bugs started scat ter ing in all di rec tions.  They
could not stand ex po sure to the light, hav ing lived in
dark ness for so long.  Is n’t that the way with the man liv -
ing in the dark ness of sin?  He re sents be ing ex posed to
the light.

In John 12:35-43 we find that spir i tual dark ness
means many things:

1.  Spir i tual ig no rance (v. 35).  “He who walks in the 
dark ness does not know where he goes.”  Sur veys have
shown that there is much ig no rance among our peo ple
re gard ing the way of sal va tion.  Many think that they are 
saved by “be ing good church mem bers,”  “keep ing the
Ten Com mand ments,”  “do ing the best I can,”  etc.  One
lady said, “I was a Sunday school teacher for 25 years
and if that is n’t enough to get me to heaven I don’t know
what is.”  Since when are we saved by our church work?  
The be loved Dr. Wal ter Maier of the Lu theran Hour tes -
ti fied shortly be fore his death, “I go to sleep in the
wounds of Je sus.”  He was not trust ing in his ser mons,
his writ ings, his coun sel ing – he trusted only in the
blood of Je sus.

2. Un be lief (v. 37), “Though he had done many
signs be fore them, yet they did not be lieve in him.”  Un -

be lief is a ter ri ble sin be cause it takes so many to hell. 
Rev e la tion 21:8 tells us that the un be liev ing shall be
cast into the lake of fire.

The rea son so many live in un be lief is be cause they
re fuse to re pent of their sin.  “The god of this world has
blinded the minds of the un be liev ers, to keep them from
see ing the light of the gos pel of the glory of Christ.” 
Most of the prob lems re gard ing God’s Word in our day
are spir i tual, not in tel lec tual, prob lems.  Some cover up
the blind ness of their hearts by say ing that we are all en -
ti tled to our own view point rather than sub mit ting to the
au thor ity of God’s Word.

3. Hard ness of heart (v. 40).  When a per son has
lived in spir i tual dark ness his heart is hard ened and his
con science can not speak to him.  God tries to awaken
such a per son through jolts – sick ness, sor row, dis ap -
point ments, etc., but of ten these are un heeded and the
hard en ing pro cess takes its course.

“To day when you hear his voice do not harden your
hearts as in the re bel lion.  Ex hort one an other ev ery
day… that none of you may be hard ened by the de ceit -
ful ness of sin.’’ (Heb. 3:15,13)

Many times hard ened sin ners are snatched out sud -
denly from this life as an ex am ple to oth ers, so that they
will turn to God be fore it is too late.  “He who is of ten re -
proved, yet stiff ens his neck will sud denly be bro ken be -
yond heal ing’’  (Prov. 29:1).

4. Fear of men (vv. 42,43).  “For fear of the Phar i -
sees they did not con fess it, lest they should be put out of 
the syn a gogue:  for they loved the praise of men more
than the praise of God.”  How true this is to day.  Many
are more afraid of men’s opin ions than of God’s judg -
ment and so can not re pent and seek God’s grace in
Christ.  Per haps more peo ple will be in hell some day
through fear of men than for any other rea son.  “The fear 
of men lays a snare . . .” (Prov, 29:25).

Where do you stand with God?  No doubt you have
been ex posed to much light from God’s Word in your
life time.  Have you re ceived the LIGHT, so that you
have be come “sons of light,”  or are you still walk ing in
dark ness, run ning the risk of hav ing the light re moved
for ever? 

Why not re pent of all your sins right now, wher ever
you are, and turn to Je sus who prom ises that “he who
fol lows me will not walk in dark ness, but will have the
light of life’’ (John 8:12)?

Sterling Johnson, Evangelize,  July-August 1965.
Publication of The Lutheran Evangelistic Movement,  



Don’t harden your heart

“Let us there fore be dil i gent to en ter that rest, lest any -
one fall through fol low ing the same ex am ple of dis -

obe di ence.”  (Heb 4:11)

 The Chris tian life is not just; get bap tized, get saved 
and do your own thing till you die and then you get your
re ward.  It says, “For we who be lieve en ter that rest.” 
It’s the daily dil i gence of walk ing with God in love and
obe di ence.  And we need to heed the warn ing of He -
brews.   We can see the great acts of God, we can have
the good news preached to us, but if it is not united with
faith, it does n’t do us any good. 

 I can see the writer of the He brews with his scroll of 
Mo ses spread out be fore him.  He’s study ing it and ex -
am in ing it and in ut ter amaze ment, in light of what God

had done for these peo ple, he ex claims, “They never
made it!  They never made it!”  And as that truth sinks
in, he turns his at ten tion to Christ and ev ery thing that
God did for us through his life, suf fer ing, death and res -
ur rec tion and he re al izes that peo ple have the same at ti -
tude and are not go ing to make it.  As he med i tates on
this, he’s re minded of the words of Da vid from Psalm
95:  “To day when you hear His voice, do not harden
your hearts.”  This is such a strong word of warn ing that
he feels it’s nec es sary to re peat twice.

 It’s a good word for us to day also, as we re flect on
the New Year, and the mighty acts of God.  To day when
you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts.  

Wayne Almlie
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Ed i to rial
Wayne Almlie

Interpreting Scripture
“All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for

correction, for training in righteousness.”
(2 Tim 3:16)

“I take the Bi ble too se ri ously, to take it lit er ally.”

Back in the early 80s, while I was liv ing in the Fargo
Moorhead area, I was lis ten ing to a lo cal talk show on
the ra dio.  The talk show had a dis cus sion be tween a
Con cordia (Moorhead) the ol ogy pro fes sor and a lo cal
cel e brated athe ist.  Dur ing the course of this dis cus -
sion, the pro fes sor from Con cordia made this state -
ment, “I take the Bi ble too se ri ously, to take it
lit er ally.” 

My knee jerk re ac tion was, I take the Bi ble too se ri -
ously, not to take it lit er ally.  I be lieve the saf est rule is
to take the Bi ble lit er ally, ex cept in the in stances
where the con text tells you not to.  For in stance, “All
the trees of the field will clap their hands.” (Isa. 55:12)  
That is sym bolic lan guage, called Per son i fi ca tion. 
You can tell from the con text that it is not meant to be
taken lit er ally.  In the Bi ble you have many types of
these fig ures of speech.  You have met a phors, sim i les,
par a doxes, hy per bo les, al le go ries and many oth ers,
just like you would have in any lit er a ture.  So when
you read one of these pas sages you need to fig ure out
if it is one of these fig ures of speech, once you fig ure

that out, you can usu ally tell from the con text what the
mean ing is.  Much evil has been per pe trated on our so -
ci ety by those who don’t take scrip ture lit er ally, when
it is meant to be. 

I re cently brought up my view that in most all cases
you need to take scrip ture lit er ally.  Some one said, So
you be lieve peo ple should be goug ing their eyes out?  
I said, No; and they said, well then you’re not tak ing
scrip ture lit er ally.  I asked him, what did Je sus say?  “If 
your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and throw it
away, for it is better to en ter heaven miss ing an eye,
than to have your body thrown into hell.”  (Matt 18:9) 
The key word is “If.”  Do your eyes cause you to sin? 
No, peo ple who are blind can still lust and covet.  Je sus 
tells us sin co mes from the heart.  (Matt. 15:19)  Je sus’
mes sage is – If avoid ing sin was as easy as pluck ing
out your eyes, you should do it, be cause Hell is a real
aw ful place. 

We need to keep that in mind, most Chris tians I’ve
talked to will ad mit to hav ing that one be set ting sin
that plagues them, that they con tin u ally have to war
against.  We can’t give in, we need to fight it un til our
dy ing day, lit er ally. 
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From the Fellowship Circle

A&D H
Thank You for all the Morn ing Glorys!

I started read ing at 10 p.m. and I could n’t put it down. 
Read at least half of it last night.  Hard Hearts and Soft
Heads, great truth and of course Scrip ture read ings from 
our blessed book, the Bi ble!  How won der ful!  “Taking
on the whole ar mour of God!”  I heard it from a Bap tist
preacher.  Read Eph 6:10-18 ev ery day!  Don’t for get! 

Thank you again and God bless each of you as you write 
the next. 

Love and friend ship in Je sus Christ

J.Q. Mor ris, IL
En closed is a do na tion, plus the sug gested of fer ings for
all five of the pub li ca tions in the Hauge Li brary.

Thanks to whom ever is pay ing post age.

Sin cerely 

S&M
En closed is a check for $____ for the Morn ing Glory.

Could you please send the Morn ing Glory to Our Pas -
tor?

Thank you! 

Si lently- The New Year
Has Come

Well, God per mit ted 1976 (2025) to reach its full al -
lot ment of days.  As yet the an gel has not put one foot on 
land and the other on the sea and sworn with his hand
raised to heaven that time shall be no more (Rev.
10:5-6).  Time rightly un der stood is a frag ment of eter -
nity.  It is that brief span of years when God cre ated
heaven and earth and all that is therein, in clud ing man. 
Art ists pic ture the past year as an old man badly in need
of a hair cut.  I hope that none of us takes on age that fast;
but on sec ond thought, if we had all his aches and pains
we prob a bly would look even worse.

Jan u ary was ide ally named af ter the two-faced Ro -
man god dess Ja nus.  With one face she looked back -
wards and with the other she looked for ward, just like

we do in our minds to day.  There are things we wish we
had n’t done-there are things which we omit ted do ing;
but thank God, there are things for which we are grate ful 
that we did them.  As to the first two, we sin cerely wish
that the re cord ing an gel would erase them so that we
could re mem ber them no more – but here nei ther an gels
nor a faulty mem ory can oblige.

True, God will for give and heal but the scar re mains
to hum ble and teach us.  When Paul said that he was
“for get ting the things which are be hind” he cer tainly did 
not mean to in clude his Da mas cus ex pe ri ence with the
risen Christ, for that surely grew in pre cious ness with
the pass ing of the years.  If you had a per sonal meet ing
with Christ this past year don’t you love to think of it
and de light tell ing oth ers about it?  Cer tainly!  One
reader has un der gone the am pu ta tion of a leg, but then
he adds so beau ti fully.  “When I think of the more than
eighty years that leg had served me so well, I re joice.”  I
ad mire such “song in the night.”  That is not a stri dent
note of some mel an choly black bird, but the con tented
song of a bird of par a dise sing ing in God’s mid night
sun.

Si lently, with less noise than a shadow, the new year 
has come.  When the cru sad ers failed in their re peated
at tempt to wrest Je ru sa lem from “the in fi del Turks”
rather than give way to de spair they coined a glo ri ous
ral ly ing cry, “Next year, Je ru sa lem.”  For many of us, I
in cluded, this may be the year of our heav enly Je ru sa -
lem-en try.  On my first wife’s tomb stone in Cokato,
Min ne sota, these words are in scribed:  “Ready when
called.”  Such should be the at ti tude of all God’s chil -
dren.  This year our blessed Bride groom may re turn.  If 
I knew that He would come from the east, I’d go to meet
Him there; if I knew that He would come from the west,
I’d do like wise.  But see ing He shall come from high
yon der glory-land, I shall just stand here ready for that
glo ri ous up ward leap. Hal le lu jah.

“God shall wipe away all tears, there’s no death, no
pain or fears, and they count not time by YEARS for
there is no night there.”

Pastor Eric W. Johnson, New Underwood, S.D.
Jan., 1977 Morning Glory

God grades on the Cross, 
not on the curve



Believable…Yet Unbelievable

‘Harry Potter’ author blasts magazine
over trans women on ‘Women of the
Year’ cover

Au thor J.K. Rowling has re-ig nited her crit i cism of
gen der ide ol ogy in me dia, tar get ing Glam our UK’s
“Women of the Year” awards cover that prom i nently fea -
tures nine trans women.

The cover, un veiled for the an nual event, show cases
trans influencers and ac tiv ists as honorees, prompt ing
Rowling to call it a “be trayal of women.”

In a sharp so cial me dia post, Rowling wrote:  “Glam -
our UK has de clared war on women by putt ing nine trans
women on their ‘Women of the Year’ cover.  This is n’t in -
clu sion; it’s era sure.”

The awards, cel e brat ing trail blaz ers in en ter tain ment, 
ac tiv ism, and fash ion, in cluded trans fig ures like Dylan
Mulvaney and Munroe Bergdorf among the nine spot -
lighted.

Glam our UK de fended the choice, stat ing:  “Our
Women of the Year rec og nize di verse voices shap ing
2025.  Trans women are women, and their sto ries mat ter.”

Rowling, known for her fem i nist stance, has long ar -
gued that such rec og ni tions un der mine bi o log i cal
women’s achieve ments.  She added:  “Real women
fought for these spaces.  Handing them over di min ishes
us all.”

End Time Headlines, Oct 30, 2025

Ed i tor: Not a fan of J. K. Rowling, but at least she gets
this is sue right.  In the USA it seems we might have a lit tle 
bit of a re spite on these is sues, but it seems that Eu rope
has fallen.  Not sure what would have to hap pen to bring
them back from the brink.  We need to pray for Eu rope as
well as the USA. 

Supreme Court of Finland holds new
hearings in “Bible Trial”

FINLAND – On Thurs day, Oc to ber 30, the Su preme
Court of Fin land held hear ings in the case of Finn ish
Mem ber of Par lia ment, Dr. Päivi Räsänen, and Bishop
Juhana Pohjola of the Evan gel i cal Lu theran Mis sion Di o -
cese of Fin land (ELMDF).  It was the third court since
2022 to con sider what has been dubbed Fin land’s “Bi ble
Trial.”  The two are ac cused of hate speech as a re sult of ar -
tic u lat ing his toric Chris tian teach ing on hu man sex u al ity.

“It is dif fi cult to over state how sur real [it has been] –
to see my faith, my con science, and even the Bi ble it self

placed on trial in a dem o cratic na tion,”  said Dr. Räsänen.  
“What ever the out come of this trial is, my con science is
clear and my faith is firm.  My hope is that this rul ing will
af firm the right of ev ery per son to ex press their be liefs
freely, with out fear and with out pun ish ment.”

Bishop Pohjola noted that the doc trinal be liefs for
which he and Dr. Räsänen are be ing pros e cuted is
“shared widely across Chris tian churches.”  As a re sult,
he said, “Any pos si ble con vic tion would not only stig ma -
tize me and the Lu theran church body that I lead as crim i -
nals, but also send a dan ger ous sig nal to all Chris tians
and Chris tian de nom i na tions. Such an out come would
not con trib ute to build ing a gen u inely free so ci ety proud
of its rule of law.”

By Matthew Block, Oct 30, 2025

Mat thew Block is Com mu ni ca tions Man ager for the In ter -
na tional Lu theran Coun cil.  He is also ed i tor of The Ca na -
dian Lu theran mag a zine, and for merly served as
Com mu ni ca tions Man ager for Lu theran Church–Can ada.

Ed i tor:  From what I have read, if the court rules against
them, it will be criminalizing Scrip ture.  I be lieve we will
see it even tu ally as we ap proach the End Times, but pray
that the court will rule in the fa vor of Bishop Pohjola and
Dr. Räsänen, that Chris tians will have the abil ity to
preach the Gos pel for a few more years. 

The WEF, The World Economic Forum,
is not about Economics.

At the World Eco nomic Fo rum’s “Power of Me dia
Taskforce,”  GLAAD proudly brags about push ing the
LGBTQ agenda on chil dren and teens—boast ing that
nearly 40% of Gen Z (ages 18-34) now iden tify as
LGBTQ in their own stud ies.

This is n’t about equal ity.  It’s about in doc tri na tion. 
WEF, in part ner ship with the UN, is weaponizing me dia,
en ter tain ment, sports, and even faith lead ers to re shape
the val ues of the next gen er a tion—all while fram ing it as
“prog ress.”

Par ents, wake up.  They’re tar get ing your kids.

Selected

Ed i tor:  The spirit of the age is very busy, it seems like
they know their time is run ning short.  “Woe to the earth
and the sea, be cause the devil has come down to you,
hav ing great wrath, know ing that he has only a short
time.” (Rev 12:12)
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Today’s Christian Music – Part IV
This is the fourth in a se ries of ar ti cles on mu sic used

in Chris tian ity to day.  I will be com par ing it with the
Scrip tures to see if it lines up with the Bib li cal Stan dards
for Chris tian Mu sic.

Mu si cal Styles

What style of mu si cal songs are truly ac cept able for
Chris tian mu sic?  To day’s Chris tian mu sic mar ket will
give you rock, pop, heavy metal, jazz, rhythm &  blues,
rap, hip-hop and about any thing else you care to buy.  The 
mu si cal styles that are listed above all came from the
pop/rock cul ture with its em pha sis on sen su al ity.  When
we seek to see what kind of mu sic is in line with God and
His Spirit, we need only look to the very char ac ter and
na ture of the Spirit of God.

The Fruit of the Spirit
In Colossians 3:16, the New Tes ta ment tells us to,

“teach ing and admonishing one an other with psalms,
hymns and spir i tual songs.”  These “spir i tual songs” are
those which the Holy Spirit brings to us, not what men
have pro duced them selves.

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, pa -
tience, kind ness, good ness, faith ful ness, gen tle ness,
self-con trol; against such things there is no law.” (Gal.

5:22-23)

The Bi ble says, “The fruit of the Spirit is love  . . .” 
(Galatians 5:22)  God loves us and gives us His love, which
is com pletely dif fer ent from what most peo ple call love. 
When we have God’s love in our hearts and in con trol of
our lives, this is what we will be like:

“Love is pa tient, love is kind; and is not jeal ous; love
does not brag and is not ar ro gant; does not act un be com -
ingly; it does not seek its own, is not pro voked, does not
take into ac count a wrong suf fered; does not re joice in
un righ teous ness, but re joices in the truth; bears all
things, be lieves all things, hopes all things, en dures all
things.  Love never fails . . .” (I Cor. 13:4-8)

When the Holy Spirit is in charge of peo ple and their
mu sic, you will see God’s love.  Using the def i ni tion
from the Scrip ture above, peo ple (and their sub se quent
mu sic) will be pa tient and kind. They will not be ar ro -
gant.  Peo ple con trolled by the Holy Spirit’s love will not
act un be com ingly, or un-Christ like, or rude. Their per -
for mances will be char ac ter ized by ut ter hu mil ity be -
cause this is what Je sus is like.

God says that when the Holy Spirit is in charge and
bring ing God’s wis dom and mu sic, there will be peace as
a fruit of the Spirit.  Je sus Him self is called the “Prince of 
Peace.” (Isa. 9:6)  Much of to day’s Chris tian mu sic is not
peace able, but loud and rau cous.  In I Sam uel 16, the

Spirit of God was taken from King Saul and was given to
Da vid.  King Saul was plagued by an evil spirit from
God.  The way that David ap peased this spirit was
through mu sic.  “So it came about when ever the evil
spirit from God came to Saul, Da vid would take the harp
and play it with his hand; and Saul would be re freshed
and be well, and the evil spirit would de part from him.” 
(1 Sam uel 16:23)  The sound of a harp is a lilt ing mel ody
and this is what calmed Saul and the evil spirit upon
him.  Had Da vid played mu sic that is the norm in Chris -
tian cir cles to day, the spirit would have erupted in Saul
and his jeal ous fury would not have let him be  in peace.

An other fruit of the Spirit is gen tle ness.  “But the
fruit of the Spirit is gen tle ness . . .”  (Galatians 5:23)  The
Holy Spirit will come in power to change you to be like
Je sus.  Je sus Him self said, “Come unto me, all you who
are weary and are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am gen tle
and hum ble in heart:  and you shall find rest for your
souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my load is light.” (Mat thew 

11:28-30)   In both of the above verses (Gal. 5:23 and Matt.
11:29), the root word which is trans lated “gen tle” is de -
fined as “gen tle ness, mild ness, meek ness” and as “the
hum ble and gen tle at ti tude which ex presses it self in a pa -
tient sub mis sive ness to of fense, free from mal ice and de -
sire for re venge.”  Thus this fruit of the Spirit and
char ac ter of Je sus Him self is one that is gen tle and hum -
ble and not one to rise up in ag gres sion, vi o lence or re -
venge.  What is more, Je sus ad mon ishes us to learn of
Him in this so that we might be con formed to the im age
of the Son of God. (See Rom. 8:29).

Je sus is meek, lowly and hum ble.  If to day’s Chris -
tian mu sic is marked by this fruit of the Spirit, the mu sic
and the per for mances would be marked by hu mil ity, gen -
tle ness, and low li ness. Gen tle ness is not a char ac ter is tic
of most Chris tian mu sic to day.  When rock mu sic is
played at the vol ume and beat used to day, it stirs up ag -
gres sion, not gen tle ness.   When we see com mand ments
in Scrip ture, “May those who de light in my vin di ca tion
shout for joy and glad ness; may they al ways say, ‘The
Lord be ex alted who de lights in the well-be ing of His ser -
vants’” (Ps. 37:25), we must re mem ber that we don’t turn
loose all re straints and yell at the top of our lungs, but
rather it is a joy ful shout when con nected with praise to
God. 

Com paring the fruit of the Holy Spirit from Galatians 
5:22-23 to most of to day’s Chris tian mu sic, we can see
that the two are op po sites of each other.  The na ture and
char ac ter of this mu sic is the op po site of what the Bi ble
de fines as the fruit of the Spirit, es pe cially peace, gen tle -
ness and hu mil ity, which is the char ac ter of Christ.

Even the Fruit of the Spirit of Self-Con trol is fre -



quently com pro mised as peo ple (even women) will stand
and sway their hips around in a sen sual fash ion when the
mu sic is play ing.  They do not do this as part of their
Chris tian life when the mu sic is not play ing .  Thus to -
day’s Chris tian mu sic moves them to lose self-con trol,
which is a fruit of the Spirit.

Rev er ence for God
An other way to dis tin guish a “spir i tual song” di -

rected by the Holy Spirit is a rev er ence for God in the mu -
sic and the per form ers.   Je sus had a pro found rev er ence
and fear of God.  “Who in the days of His flesh, when He
had of fered up prayers and sup pli ca tions with strong cry -
ing and tears unto Him that was able to save Him from
death, and was heard in that He feared.” (Heb. 5:7 KJV). 
This is a re cord of what hap pened in the Gar den of Geth -
sema ne when Je sus cried out to God for de liv er ance from
the hor rid death of the cross.  He sweat drops of blood
and cried out with tears that God would save Him, and
God did not.  Je sus then sur ren dered His life to the death
with the words, “Not My Will, but Yours be done.”  So
the Chris tian is to have a rev er ence and fear of God in the
way he lives and the way he wor ships and serves.  Scrip -
ture says: “There fore, we re ceive a king dom which can -
not be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve
God ac cept ably with rev er ence and godly fear; for our
God is a con sum ing fire.”  (Heb. 12:28)

God in structs us here that if our ser vice to the Lord
(be it sing ing, wit ness ing, or some thing else) is go ing to
be ac cept able to the Lord, it must be done with rev er ence
and godly fear.  If it is not, then it will not be ac cept able
be fore the Lord.  In fact, God com mands that wit ness ing
and preach ing be done sol emnly in Acts 10:42 when He
says, “And He or dered us to preach to the peo ple, and
sol emnly to tes tify that this is the One who has been ap -
pointed by God as Judge of the liv ing and the dead.”  If
we wit ness and preach and use mu sic with out rev er ence
and so lem nity, it un der mines the se ri ous ness of sin, con -
dem na tion and the wrath of God upon man kind out side
of Je sus Christ.

There is no rev er ence for God in the mu sic style of
most Chris tian mu sic to day.  Yet God still says, “God is
greatly to be feared in the midst of the saints, and to be
held in rev er ence by all those who are about Him.” (Ps.

89:7, KJV)

Bib li cal Ex am ples of Mu si cal Styles
The in stru ments pre scribed in the Psalms are: 

Stringed In stru ments (Ps. 4), a Flute (Ps. 5), an Eight
Stringed Lyre (Ps. 6), a Harp and a Lyre (Ps. 33), a Trum -
pet (Ps. 68) and Timbrels and Cym bals and pipe (Psalm
150). Some of the con text that these in stru ments were

used needs to be ex am ined.  In Psalm 7, the in tro duc tion
states, “A Shiggaion of Da vid.”  This can mean “a wild,
pas sion ate song with rapid changes of rhythm …though
the ex act mean ing is un cer tain.” 1  If it is a “wild and pas -
sion ate song,” there are no in stru ments pre scribed for this 
pas sion ate ap peal that we would as cribe a wild mu si cal
style at tached to it.

An other ex am ple we find is Psalm 32:2-3 where it
says, “Give thanks to the Lord with the lyre; Sing praises
to Him with a harp of ten strings.  Sing to Him a new
song; Play skill fully with a shout of joy.”  When the
Psalm di rects the wor shiper to “shout,” this seems to
mean a wild yell.  Yet when you look at the con text, it is
with a sin gle lyre and harp, not a group of them to gether,
and those to be played skill fully.  The shout would be a
cry of the voice at an em phatic mo ment, not a loud and
rau cous on go ing song where you as cribe a loud and rau -
cous mu si cal style to it.  The same is true in Psalm 47:1,
“O clap your hands all peo ples; Shout to God with a
voice of joy.”  The sole in stru ment used in con nec tion
with this shout is a trum pet.  “God has as cended with a
shout, the Lord with the sound of the trum pet” (v. 5)
which was also to be played “skill ful.” (v. 7)

The same sit u a tion is pre sented in Psalm 98:4-6,
“Shout joy fully to the Lord, all the earth; Break forth and
sing for joy and sing praises.  Sing praises to the Lord
with the lyre; With the lyre and the sound of mel ody.  With
trum pets and the sound of the horn, Shout joy fully be fore
the King, the Lord.”  These dic tates to shout mean a real
shout, but no tice the in stru ments used in con nec tion with
this:  a lyre, trum pets and a horn.  The bot tom line is that
the loud sound to be pro duced in wor ship is that of the
sing ers and not that of the in stru ments.  This is ex actly the 
op po site of what hap pens in to day’s Chris tian mu sic
where it is so loud that many times you can’t even un der -
stand what is be ing sung.  Over and over again the Psalms 
list a harp and a lyre as the only mu si cal in stru ments used.  
In fact the Psalm 4 in tro duc tion says, “For the choir di -
rec tor; for flute ac com pa ni ment.”  How deaf en ing of a
roar are you go ing to get from this?  In fact, many of the
Psalms do not list any mu si cal ac com pa ni ment at all. 
They were sung, but not to mu sic.

When you look at the con text, the mu si cal styles pre -
sented in the Psalms and other por tions of Scrip ture do
not re flect what to day’s Chris tian mu sic pres ents.  Be
watch ing for a fu ture ar ti cle on Psalm 150 and re lated
texts which many to day use as a ba sis for to day’s mu sic.

Pastor Jim Haga
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What About Infant Baptism?

What About In fant Bap tism?  We need to note that
the pri mary ques tion in re gard to in fant bap tism is sim -
ply this:  “what has God de cided?”  If God has de cided
against it, any at tempt to ini ti ate it would be pre sump tu -
ous.  If God has de cided in fa vor of it, any ar gu ment
against it would be fool ish.

Our first door of in quiry, of course, would be the
Scrip ture.  But here we en coun ter a dif fi culty.  We are
like a stu dent who co mes to the house of one of his pro -
fes sors to ask a ques tion, only to dis cover that the pro -
fes sor is “not avail able.’’  When it co mes to the ques tion
of in fant bap tism, clear scrip tural ev i dence sim ply is not 
avail able.

Edmund Schlink, pro fes sor of the ol ogy at Hei del -
berg, in his ex haus tive study of the sub ject con cludes,
“On the ba sis of the New Tes ta ment, in fant bap tism can
nei ther be ex cluded nor proved.”    In the New Tes ta -
ment, most of the re corded bap tisms are clearly adult
bap tisms.  But this is what one would ex pect in any re -
port of a first-gen er a tion mis sion ary church.  We would
en coun ter the same thing in the re port of a Lu theran
mis sion ary so ci ety, mov ing for the first time into a pa -
gan cul ture.

The fact that in fant bap tism is not spe cif i cally men -
tioned in the New Tes ta ment proves noth ing.  It sim ply
un der lines the fact that con clu sive New Tes ta ment ev i -
dence on this ques tion is not avail able.  On the one hand, 
there is no clear case where an in fant is bap tized.  On the 
other hand, there is no case where we see the child of
Chris tian par ents com ing for bap tism at a later age.  Nor
does the New Tes ta ment give any ex am ple of a “ded i ca -
tion rite’’ for Chris tian in fants.  The New Tes ta ment
sim ply does not an swer this ques tion.

If one finds that his pro fes sor is “not avail able,’’ 
one might pose his ques tion to the pro fes sor’s wife, or
col league; per haps they have heard the pro fes sor dis -
cuss this par tic u lar ques tion, and could give pretty much 
the same kind of an swer that the pro fes sor him self
would give.

Who would be in the best po si tion to know what Je -
sus’ in ten tion was in re gard to the bap tism of chil dren? 
To whom would He most likely have re vealed him self in 
this mat ter?  The an swer, of course, is His apos tles.  The
New Tes ta ment re cords only a frac tion of the teach ing
and in struc tion which Je sus im parted to them.  (See
John 20:30; 21:25; Acts 1:3.)  It is not un likely that He
gave them spe cific in struc tions on this mat ter.  Or, the
Holy Spirit may have re vealed to them how they were to 
han dle this ques tion, as He did in many other re gards.  If

we can find out what the apos tles did, we will come as
close as pos si ble to get ting a di rect, au thor i ta tive an swer 
to our ba sic ques tion.  “What has God de cided?”

This points us to our nec es sary area of in quiry,
which is the ev i dence of church his tory.  “The prob lem
of in fant bap tism,”  says Brit ish scholar George Ev ery,
“is first of all an his tor i cal prob lem, not an exegetical or
theo log i cal one.”    Do we find, in the early re cords of
the church, any ev i dence of how the apos tles han dled
the ques tion of in fant bap tism? 

“His tory,”  says one stu dent of the sub ject, “is a
friend of in fant bap tism.  Its op po nents are not jus ti fied
in cast ing off the po si tion as a spir i tual ab er ra tion.  A
view so wide spread in the church is not just the re sult of
me di eval fancy.  One finds its or i gins deep in the roots
of church his tory.”  

The church or der of Hippolytus, which orig i nated
in Rome about 215 A.D., con tains the di rec tive, first the
lit tle ones should be bap tized.  All who can speak for
them selves should speak.  For those how ever who can -
not, their par ents or an other who be longs to their fam ily
should speak." 

Origen, writ ing around 240 A.D., said, “The church
re ceived a tra di tion from the Apos tles to give bap tism to 
in fants too.” 

No where in the re cords of the church do we find the
coun ter-ar gu ment, that in fant bap tism was an in no va -
tion.  Says Karl Boehm:  “Con sidering the con sci en -
tious ness and se ver ity with which the bish ops of the first 
cen tu ries re sisted ev ery in no va tion and change from the
ap os tolic prac tice, and that they al lowed au thor ity to
noth ing save that which came down to them from the
Apos tles, it must have been im pos si ble in so im por tant a 
mat ter as bap tism, that so great an in no va tion as that of
in fant bap tism (were it an in no va tion) could have been
uni ver sally in tro duced with out much con ten tion and
op po si tion.’’ 

The re jec tion of in fant bap tism as a mat ter of prin ci -
ple first arose in the 16th cen tury as a re sult of a new un -
der stand ing of the in di vid ual per son.  This fact is of
ut most im por tance.  The chal lenge to in fant bap tism did
not arise from a fresh study of Scrip ture, nor from a new
dis cov ery of ap os tolic prac tice, but from a new sec u lar
un der stand ing of the na ture of man.  “Be lief was seen in
ra tio nal is tic and vo li tional terms, an act of the mind and
the will.  Be cause an in fant can not think or de cide, it
can not have faith, and there fore it should not be bap -
tized.’’  To this day, that is the only ar gu ment raised
against the va lid ity of in fant bap tism.  One tosses off the
sen tence as though it were self-ev i dent truth:  “A child
can’t be lieve.”  But that ‘truth’ upon ex am i na tion, is nei -
ther self-ev i dent, nor is it bib li cal.



The Bi ble does not see faith merely in ra tio nal is tic
terms, but in re la tional terms.  Faith is a re la tion ship of
love and trust be tween God and man.  The Bi ble does
not limit this re la tion ship to those who are able to ex -
press it ver bally.

“Thou art He who didst bring me forth from the
womb; Thou didst make me trust when upon my
mother’s breasts’’ (Ps. 22:9, NASB).  Here the qual ity of 
faith is as cribed to a nurs ing in fant.  Je sus re ferred to a
lit tle child whom He held in His arms as “this lit tle one
who be lieves in me’’ (Mark 9:42).  Far from de ny ing to
chil dren the ca pa bil ity of faith, Je sus holds them up as
an ex am ple for adults.  Who ever does not re ceive the
king dom of God like a child shall not en ter it’’ (Luke
18:17).  God’s prob lem is not with in fants who can not
be lieve, but with adults who in sist on doubt ing.

A per son may look back upon his bap tism as an in -
fant and say, “I did n’t know what I was do ing . . .noth ing 
hap pened.’’  But that is a state ment which is in ca pa ble of 
be ing proved.  You can not re mem ber what you did, but
that does not mean that you did noth ing.  You have no
way of know ing (in tel lec tu ally) how your spirit was re -
spond ing to God at your bap tism.  Nor can you say
“noth ing hap pened’’ sim ply be cause you have no rec ol -
lec tion of the event.  That would be like an Is ra el ite
child who had been car ried as an in fant through the Red
Sea on his mother’s lap, sound asleep, in later years say -
ing, ”noth ing hap pened."           

Our un der stand ing of “what hap pened’’ can not
hang on the slen der thread of our own rec ol lec tion.

What hap pened in your bap tism de pends upon what
God did, not what you re mem ber.  “You were bur ied
with him in bap tism, in which you were also raised with
him, through faith in the work ing of God.”

Faith is a gift of God (Col. 2:12).  Nei ther adult nor
child can be lieve un less God gives the gift.  And He is
able to give it to an in fant as well as to an adult.  The fact
that an in fant can not re spond to this gift ver bally does
not mean that he can not re ceive it.

The no tion that chil dren can not be lieve is rooted in
a non-bib li cal an thro pol ogy.  The Bi ble, as we have
noted  above, gives am ple ev i dence that even tiny ba bies 
can re spond to God in faith.  John the Bap tist leaped for
joy, at the pres ence of the Lord, when he was still in his
mother’s womb! (Luke 1:44).

A chill ing doc u men ta tion of chil dren’s open ness to
the spir i tual world is the ev i dence that chil dren raised in
homes where witch craft is prac ticed can come into spir i -
tual bond age from their ear li est years.  If Sa tan can gain
ac cess to a child’s in ner life, surely the Holy Spirit can. 
And is not this one rea son that the church for so many
cen tu ries has bap tized its in fants-to res cue them from

the do min ion of Sa tan when they are too lit tle to help
them selves?  The most an cient lit ur gies of bap tism lay
spe cial stress on this point; the child is ‘’snatched from
Sa tan’s clutches’’ into the pro tec tive bosom of the
church.

At an ec u men i cal con fer ence on bap tism, in Ger -
many, a theo lo gian of the East ern Or tho dox Church de -
scribed this par tic u lar as pect of bap tism, as it oc curs in
the bap tis mal lit urgy of his church.  The child is de liv -
ered into the arms of the priest, at which point the par -
ents turn and “spit on the devil.”   At an other point there
is a three fold ex or cism, whereby the child is de liv ered
from the power and au thor ity of Sa tan.  The cen tral em -
pha sis of the bap tis mal ser vice is upon the vic tory of
Christ over the pow ers of dark ness, the de liv er ance and
res cue of the child into the com pany of God’s peo ple.

Af ter the lec ture, a Bap tist min is ter said, “Now
there is a case for in fant bap tism!’’ 

A gen er a tion ago such goings-on would have been
dis missed by some as a quaint carry-over from an age of
su per sti tion.  To day, with the up surge of the oc cult, peo -
ple are com ing to rec og nize that the power of evil is no
mere su per sti tion; when St. Paul said that we wres tle
against spir i tual hosts of wick ed ness (see Eph. 6:12), he
was de scrib ing an awe some re al ity-a re al ity that can af -
fect the lives of chil dren as well as adults.

And this, in turn, points up the es sen tial prob lem in
re gard to in fant bap tism:  pas to ral care.  Let it be said
here that we make no case for an in dis crim i nate prac tice
of in fant bap tism.  In our con gre ga tion, no child is bap -
tized un less his par ents are ac tive mem bers of the con -
gre ga tion.  Je sus’ com mand to dis ci ple all na tions unto
Him con tains a two fold in struc tion:  bap tize and teach
(Matt. 28: 19-20).  Un less we have rea son able as sur ance 
that the child will be brought up in the Chris tian faith,
we can not re spon si bly bap tize him.

But where a child’s spir i tual nur ture is pro vided for,
then we see no hin drance to that child’s full in cor po ra -
tion into the Body of Christ through bap tism.  

Selected

Ed i tor:  As Haugean be liev ers, we have al ways been
more con cerned with how a bap tized baby with in fant
faith makes the tran si tion to con scious faith, this is why
we have such an em pha sis on the or der of sal va tion.  But 
the need to bap tize ba bies has al ways been the prac tice
of the Lu theran church, and a prac tice that Hans Niel sen
Hauge agreed with. It is good to be re minded that we are 
on solid Bib li cal and his tor i cal ground to do so. 
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Home and Family

Wel come to our new est ad di tion to the Morn ing
Glory.  Home and Fam ily is a sec tion where we will con -
cen trate on mat ters of Faith in the Home and Fam ily and 
those re la tion ships.  These re la tion ships are es sen tial for 
all peo ple, but es pe cially for youn ger be liev ers who are
build ing the foun da tions for their homes and fam i lies. 
We want to en cour age older peo ple who re ceive the
Morn ing Glory to give a copy to their chil dren and other 
youn ger fam ily mem bers in their lives.  We be lieve that
this is ab so lutely cru cial if the fu ture gen er a tion is go ing 
to live godly in Christ Je sus and whether there will be a
godly el e ment in the fu ture.

This is be cause Home and Fam ily is the very back -
bone of cul ture and so ci ety.  When God cre ated Adam
from the dust of the ground, “Then the LORD God said,
‘It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a
helper suit able for him.’” (Gen. 2:18)   “So the LORD

God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he
slept; then He took one of his ribs, and closed up the
flesh at that place.  And the LORD God fash ioned into a
woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and
brought her to the man.” (vv. 21-22)  God is cre at ing the
very foun da tion of the hu man race in these verses:  A
man and a woman who com pli ment one an other.  This
re la tion ship be tween man and woman will be what God
will es tab lish to prop a gate peo ple across the world for
all time.  The nec es sary bond be tween man and woman
that God will es tab lish for this is that es tate called mar -
riage.  “And the man said, ‘This is now bone of my
bones, And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, 
Be cause she was taken out of Man  For this cause a man
shall leave his fa ther and his mother, and shall cleave to
his wife; and they shall be come one flesh.” (vv. 23-24)

This is the first thing which God per formed at the
very cre ation of the first peo ple.  The mak ing of two
gen ders who will get mar ried and en ter into a bind ing
re la tion ship as the frame work for bring ing chil dren into
the world.  From the very be gin ning, God’s de sign for
man kind is this very unit called Mar riage which leads to
the Home and Fam ily.  This is the glue which holds so ci -
ety to gether.  If this Home and Fam ily unit is taken
away, then that glue is dis solved and so ci ety co mes
apart.  

It is n’t hard to see that the Home and Fam ily are un -
der at tack as never be fore.  The peo ple who en gage in
“ca sual sex” to day are the norm, even from the ear li est
time when pu berty hits.  In some (if not most) learn ing
en vi ron ments, this is taught and pushed as the “norm”
which young peo ple are sup posed to live.  The “sex ual

rev o lu tion” which be gan through the mu sic in dus try has 
now brought it’s full fruit to bear upon peo ple.  Mar riage 
to day is viewed as an op tion that some will do, but it is
not viewed as es sen tial.  Peo ple can live to gether in a
con ju gal re la tion ship with no mar riage ties.  On top of
all this is the emer gence of the LGBTQ com mu nity with 
their in sis tence that peo ple can be what ever their fancy
might be in terms of gen der, sex u al ity, iden tity and re la -
tion ship.  The Su preme Court has ruled that same-sex
“mar riage” is le gal through out the United States.  In
2023, 25% of chil dren were raised in a sin gle-par ent
home.(Of fice of Ju ve nile Jus tice and De lin quency Pre -
ven tion)   It is not un com mon to day for chil dren of fam -
ily units to have mul ti ple and dif fer ent fa thers and/or
moth ers.

Even the god li est of peo ple are not ex empt from this 
hap pen ing in their lives.  King Da vid saw a woman at a
chance oc ca sion.  “So Da vid sent and in quired about
the woman. And one said, “Is this not Bathsheba, the
daugh ter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” And
Da vid sent mes sen gers and took her, and when she came 
to him, he lay with her; and when she had pu ri fied her -
self from her un clean ness, she re turned to her house.
And the woman con ceived; and she sent and told Da vid,
and said, “I am preg nant.” (2 Sam uel 11:3-5)  But in stead
of David com ing clean be fore God and the peo ple in -
volved, he sent for Uriah, Bathsheba’s hus band.  When
Uriah would not com pro mise his de vo tion to his fel low
sol diers by hav ing re la tions with his wife, “And [Da -
vid] had writ ten in the let ter, say ing, “Place Uriah in
the front line of the fierc est bat tle and with draw from
him, so that he may be struck down and die.”  (2 Sam uel

11:15)

The end re sult of Da vid’s ac tions was the down fall
of his Home and Fam ily.  God told him,  “Now there -
fore, the sword shall never de part from your house, be -
cause you have de spised Me and have taken the wife of
Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.”  (2 Sam uel 12:10)  Da -
vid’s life, home and fam ily would then be filled with all
man ner of jeal ousy, in trigue, in cest and even death. 
When Da vid’s son, Ab sa lom, was killed; Da vid stood
by and la mented,  “O my son Ab sa lom, O Ab sa lom, my
son, my son!” (2 Sam uel 19:4)

What started out as a seem ingly harm less af fair es -
ca lated into out right di sas ter for Da vid’s Home and
Fam ily.  This is how im por tant it is for peo ple to fol low
the Lord’s di rec tion for proper liv ing.  It af fects not only
in di vid ual homes and peo ple, but all so ci ety as well.



Death, the Christian’s best friend!

“Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death
of His saints.” (Psalm 116:15)

To the un saved man, death is a dreaded en emy – a
fi nal and bit ter end to a worth less life.  But to the true
Chris tian, death is not a ca lam ity, but a cor o na tion!  It is
not the ruin of life, but the very door to ev er last ing joy.

Why does Scrip ture call the death of God’s saints,
pre cious?  Be cause to God, noth ing is more valu able
than the bring ing home of those whom He has re deemed 
with the pre cious blood of His Son.  And to the be liever,
death is the last step in the jour ney to ward full and eter -
nal com mu nion with Je sus.

1. Death de liv ers us from all sin.
One of the chief bless ings death brings to the be liever, is 
de liv er ance from the pres ence and power of sin. 
Though jus ti fied and sanc ti fied in Je sus, ev ery Chris tian 
still la ments with Paul, “What a wretched man I am! 
Who will res cue me from this body of death?”  (Romans 
7:24) In this life, sin clings to us, wars against us, and
hin ders ev ery holy pur suit.  But death sev ers that fi nal
tie.  No more wan der ing af fec tions.  No more in ward
cor rup tion.  The soul is made per fect in ho li ness and en -
ters im me di ately into the pres ence of the Lord! (He -
brews 12:23)

2. Death ends all of our suf fer ing.
This poor world is a val ley of tears.  The be liever is not
spared from trial and sor row—of ten, his path is harder
be cause of his fol low ing of Je sus.  But death si lences ev -
ery groan, and dries ev ery tear.  The Lord will wipe
away ev ery tear from their eyes, and there will be no
more death or mourn ing or cry ing or pain!  (Rev e la tion
21:4)  In the mo ment of death, all af flic tion ceases.
 No more phys i cal pain,
 No more emo tional an guish,
 No more per se cu tion,
 No more bat tle with the flesh.
 The weary be liever is fi nally at rest.

3. Death brings us to the im me di ate pres ence of Je -
sus.
To de part this life is, for the be liever, to be “at home with 
the Lord.”  (2 Co rin thi ans 5:8) “I de sire to de part and be
with Christ, which is better by far!”  (Philippians 1:23) 
What makes Heaven, Heaven, is not the streets of
gold—but the pres ence of our Re deemer.  To see Him
face to face, to be for ever with the Lord Je sus—that is
the Chris tian’s great est de sire and hope.

4. Death brings the ful fill ment of all of God’s prom -
ises.  The be liever dies, not into emp ti ness – but into a
price less in her i tance.  “Now we see but a poor re flec -

tion… then we shall see face to face!”  (1 Co rin thi ans
13:12)  Faith will give way to sight.  Hope will be swal -
lowed up in joy.  The prom ise of eter nal life will be fully
re al ized.  The res ur rec tion will come in God’s time, but
the soul of the be liever im me di ately en ters into the
bless ings of par a dise.  Death opens the gate to the ev er -
last ing king dom pre pared for His re deemed peo ple be -
fore the foun da tion of the world.

5. Death unites the be liever with the re deemed.  
All the saints who have gone be fore us are gath ered into
the pres ence of Je sus, re joic ing in His glory.  Death for
the Chris tian is not iso la tion, but a glo ri ous re union. 
The be liever en ters “the city of the liv ing God, the heav -
enly Je ru sa lem” where the saints and an gels dwell.  (He -
brews 12:22-23) There we shall sit with the re deemed of 
all ages, and to gether sing the song of the Lamb.

Chris tian, do not fear death.  Je sus has taken the
sting from it.  And for you, death is no lon ger a curse –
but a char iot of grace, car ry ing you into eter nal glory!  It
is pre cious to the Lord, be cause He is gath er ing His be -
loved ones to Him self.  And it is pre cious to saints, for it
brings them the great est gain – to be with Je sus, which is 
far better!

“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now
on.”  “Yes,”  says the Spirit, “they will rest from their la -
bor, for their deeds will fol low them.”  (Rev e la tion
14:13)

Charles Spurgeon, GraceGems.com
A trea sury of ageless

sovereign grace de vo tional writ ings!

Run! Run Away!

Maybe you’ve seen that hi lar i ous news foot age of a
man un ex pect edly com ing face to face with a bear.  He is 
on his own prop erty, dis tracted by his phone, when he
looks up right into the face of a ma raud ing bear.  The
man’s re ac tion is ex actly what we would ex pect – he
turns tail and runs away as quickly as he can.  A news
he li cop ter cap tured it all for our amuse ment.

For your soul to sur vive and thrive in this world,
you need to learn to flee.

There are sev eral places in the Bi ble where you,
Chris tian, are com manded to flee, to turn tail and run
from an en emy far more vi cious than any bear.  You are
told to flee from sin.  Some sins are so strong and so dan -
ger ous that you sim ply can not mess around with them. 
Just like you can’t fight a bear and ex pect to win, you
can’t tan gle with these sins and hope to emerge un -
scathed.  Yes, you are to put sin to death and yes, you

13



14

can have con fi dence in the in ward work of the Holy
Spirit.  But you al ways need to re spect the power and
de cep tive ness of sin, and you al ways need to ac knowl -
edge your weak ness and prone ness to de prav ity.  For
your soul to sur vive and thrive in this world, you need to 
learn to flee.

“Flee” is a strong word.  The Bi ble does not tell you
to am ble, me an der, lope, or trot from your sin.  It tells
you to flee.  Fleeing in volves ef fort.  It in volves strain -
ing.  It in volves speed.  You flee when you need to find
and ex pe ri ence safety from a threat – a threat like a bear.  
You flee when it is too dan ger ous to re main where you
are, when stand ing still would put you in mor tal peril. 
What are we to flee?  George Knight points out that
“Paul al ways uses ‘flee’ in re la tion to par tic u lar sins, not 
sins in gen eral.”  His con cern, then, is to warn you about
those sins that are es pe cially at trac tive and deadly.

“Flee from sex ual im mo ral ity,” he says to the
church at Cor inth (1 Co rin thi ans 6:18).  You are to flee
at the first hint of sex ual sin.   “There fore, my be loved,
flee from idol a try” (1 Co rin thi ans 10:14).  You are to
flee idol a try too, which is so of ten ex pressed in the kind
of sex ual im mo ral ity that plagued the church in Cor inth, 
but which may ap pear in other forms.

He re turns to this theme in his let ters to young Tim -
o thy.  “Those who de sire to be rich fall into temp ta tion,
into a snare, into many sense less and harm ful de sires
that plunge peo ple into ruin and de struc tion.  For the
love of money is a root of all kinds of evils.  It is through
this crav ing that some have wan dered away from the
faith and pierced them selves with many pangs.  But as
for you, O man of God, flee these things” (1 Tim o thy
6:9–11).  You are to flee ma te ri al ism, the de sire to be
rich and to be known and re spected for what you have
ac cu mu lated.  And, more gen er ally, “flee youth ful pas -
sions” (2 Tim o thy 2:22).  Paul warns Tim o thy of the
dan ger of self-in dul gence and self ish am bi tion and the
other pas sions and ex cesses of youth.

The ma ture Chris tian knows when 
to turn tail and run.

Stott pro vides cru cial ap pli ca tion:  “True, we are
also told to with stand the devil, so that he may flee from
us.  But we are to rec og nize sin as some thing dan ger ous
to the soul.  We are not to come to terms with it, or even
ne go ti ate with it.  We are not to lin ger in its pres ence like 
Lot in Sodom.  On the con trary, we are to get as far away 
from it as pos si ble as quickly as pos si ble.  Like Jo seph,
when Potiphar’s wife at tempted to se duce him, we are to 
take to our heels and run.”  This kind of flee ing is not a
mark of weak ness,  but of strength, not of spir i tual in -
fancy but ma tu rity.  The ma ture Chris tian knows when

to turn tail and run.
In ter est ingly, the com mand to flee is some times ac -

com pa nied by an op po site com mand – the com mand to
pur sue.  This, too, is a word that im plies ef fort.  If flee -
ing is fast and pur pose ful, so is pur su ing – it is mov ing
quickly and pur pose fully to ward in stead of away from. 
If flee ing in volves de ter mi na tion and ef fort in sprint ing
away from a vice, pur su ing in volves de ter mi na tion and
ef fort in rac ing to ward a vir tue.

“But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. 
Pur sue righ teous ness, god li ness, faith, love, stead fast -
ness, gen tle ness” (1 Tim o thy 6:11).  These are four cru -
cial marks of ev ery true Chris tian.  “So flee youth ful
pas sions and pur sue righ teous ness, faith, love, and
peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a
pure heart” (2 Tim o thy 2:22).  Here, too, Paul tells you,
through Tim o thy, to strive for the key Chris tian vir tues. 
“Pur sue love” (1 Co rin thi ans 14:1), that great est of all
vir tues.  “So then let us pur sue what makes for peace and 
for mu tual upbuilding” (Romans 14:19).  Peace and mu -
tual upbuilding come through the very vir tues Paul else -
where com mands you to pur sue.

Be cause I can say it no better than Stott, I will give
him the con clud ing re marks:

So, then … we are both to run away from spir i tual
dan ger and to run af ter spir i tual good, both to flee from
the one in or der to es cape it and to pur sue the other in or -
der to at tain it.  This dou ble duty of Chris tians – neg a -
tive and pos i tive – is the con sis tent, re it er ated teach ing
of Scrip ture.  Thus, we are to deny our selves and to fol -
low Christ.  We are to put off what be longs to our old life 
and to put on what be longs to our new life.  We are to put 
to death our earthly mem bers and to set our minds on
heav enly things.  We are to cru cify the flesh and to walk
in the Spirit.  It is the ruth less re jec tion of the one in
com bi na tion with the re lent less pur suit of the other
which Scrip ture en joins upon us as the se cret of ho li -
ness.  Only so can we hope to be fit for the Mas ter’s use.

Tim Challies,
https://www.challies.com/articles/run-run-away/

FEB 1, 2016

Deliverance

De liv er ance from sin is far greater in
value than de liv er ance from af flic tion.

Rob in son Cru soe book



Book one:  What Prayer Is
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock:  if any man 
hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to
him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”
—REVELATION 3:20.  

I doubt that I know of a pas sage in the whole Bi ble
which throws greater light upon prayer than this one does. 
It is, it seems to me, the key which opens the door into the
holy and blessed realm of prayer.  

To pray is to let Je sus come into our hearts.  
This teaches us, in the first place, that it is not our

prayer which moves the Lord Je sus.  It is Je sus who moves
us to pray.  He knocks.  Thereby He makes known His de -
sire to come in to us.  Our prayers are al ways a re sult of Je -
sus’ knock ing at our hearts’ doors.  

This throws new light upon the old pro phetic pas -
sages:  “Be fore they call, I will an swer; and while they are
yet speak ing, I will hear.” (Isa iah 65:24)  Yea, ver ily, be -
fore we call, He gra ciously makes known to us what gift
He has de cided to im part to us.  He knocks in or der to
move us by prayer to open the door and ac cept the gift
which He has al ready ap pointed for us.  

From time im me mo rial prayer has been spo ken of as
the breath of the soul.  And the fig ure is an ex cel lent one in -
deed.

The air which our body re quires en ve lopes us on ev ery 
hand.  The air of it self seeks to en ter our bod ies and, for
this rea son, ex erts pres sure upon us.  It is well known that it 
is more dif fi cult to hold one’s breath than it is to breathe. 
We need but ex er cise our or gans of res pi ra tion, and air will
en ter forth with into our lungs and per form its life-giv ing
func tion to the en tire body.  

The air which our souls need also en ve lopes all of us at 
all times and on all sides.  God is round about us in Christ
on ev ery hand, with His many-sided and all-suf fi cient
grace.  All we need to do is to open our hearts.  

Prayer is the breath of the soul, the or gan by which we
re ceive Christ into our parched and with ered hearts.  He
says, “If any man open the door, I will come in to him.” 
No tice care fully ev ery word here.  It is not our prayer
which draws Je sus into our hearts.  Nor is it our prayer
which moves Je sus to come in to us.  

All He needs is ac cess.  He en ters in of His own ac -
cord, be cause He de sires to come in.  And He en ters in
wher ever He is not de nied ad mit tance.  

As air en ters in qui etly when we breathe, and does its
nor mal work in our lungs, so Je sus en ters qui etly into our
hearts and does His blessed work there.  

He calls it to “sup with us.”  In Bib li cal lan guage the
com mon meal is sym bol i cal of in ti mate and joy ous fel low -
ship.  This af fords a new glimpse into the na ture of prayer,
show ing us that God has de signed prayer as a means of in -

ti mate and joy ous fel low ship be tween God and man.  
O. Hallesby, copy right 1931, in the Pub lic Do main
(Will con tinue Book One of Prayer next Is sue.) 

Lu ther and Bib li cal In ter pre ta tion

The most fa mous event of 1517 is Lu ther’s post ing of
his 95 The ses.  How ever, in the same year Lu ther reached a 
mile stone that may be even more sig nif i cant:  when he fi -
nally aban doned the me di eval method of in ter pret ing the
Bi ble.

For cen tu ries, the dom i nant way of in ter pret ing the
Scrip tures as signed four sep a rate mean ings to each thing
in Scrip ture.  For ex am ple, when the Bi ble speaks about Je -
ru sa lem, me di eval theo lo gians said that it was talk ing
about 1) the city in Is rael (lit eral), 2) the Church (al le gor i -
cal), 3) the soul (moral), and 4) heaven (es cha to log i cal).

Lu ther iden ti fied the short com ings of this ap proach,
which was too of ten de pend ent upon guess work and the
whims of the in ter preter.  He wrote, “It was very dif fi cult
for me to break away from my ha bit ual zeal for al le gory. 
And yet I was aware that al le go ries were empty spec u la -
tions and the froth, as it were, of the Holy Scrip tures.  It is
the his tor i cal sense alone which sup plies the true and
sound doc trine.” (LW 1.283)

Lu ther iden ti fied that the Scrip tures had one sense, the
lit eral or nat u ral sense.  This did not mean that he was a
com plete lit er al ist.  For ex am ple, he stated that fig ures of
speech are meant to be taken fig u ra tively.  How ever, when
the Scrip tures speak plainly, they should be taken lit er ally
ac cord ing to the nor mal use of lan guage.  The im pli ca tion
of this ap proach is that the Bi ble is clear in its mean ing and
can be un der stood by or di nary peo ple.

The most im por tant prin ci ple of in ter pre ta tion that
Mar tin Lu ther used was “Scrip ture in ter prets Scrip ture.” 
The tools for prop erly in ter pret ing the Bi ble are con tained
in the Bi ble it self.  Thus, he delved into the New Tes ta ment 
to see how Je sus and the apos tles had in ter preted Scrip ture.  
There he found a valu able tool.  He dis cov ered that many
Old Tes ta ment peo ple and in sti tu tions were to be un der -
stood as types or pat terns that fore shad owed and pro -
claimed the Christ, who would sur pass them and ful fill
them.  Thus, in his Pref ace to the Psal ter, Lu ther wrote,
“The true, the only sense of the Psalms is the Christ-
 sense.”

For Lu ther, ev ery part of the Bi ble pro claimed Christ,
not apart from the lit eral sense but in a way that was com -
mu ni cated by the lit eral sense.  Lu ther “de sired to know
noth ing but Christ cru ci fied” (I Co rin thi ans 2:2), and we
con tinue in that leg acy when we speak the Christ-filled
mes sage of Scrip ture.

Concordia College, October 23, 2017, Irvine California
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bring a lost sin ner to be saved and then to fol low Je sus 
in the Power of the Holy Spirit.  This is not ca sual
read ing, but ear nest di rec tion for any one want ing to
take up their cross and fol low the Lord.  Sug gested
Of fer ing:  $12.00

Infant Baptism and
Adult Conversion

This work by Ole Hallesby is
much needed in our Lu theran
cir cles to day as sal va tion solely
through bap tism is pro claimed
far and wide and peo ple are
given as sur ance at a fu neral that
the de ceased is in heaven be cause they were bap tized
as an in fant, even if they had no faith at all.  Hallesby
an swers the needed ques tions:  Is In fant Bap tism Bib -
li cal?; Do all those bap tized need to make a choice to
re pent and fol low Christ?; Is Con ver sion needed for
ev ery one, in clud ing those who were bap tized?; Can
the bap tized go lost?  Suggested Of fer ing:  $10.00.

The Hauge Library
We have the fol low ing pub li ca tions avail able for
you.  They can be or dered us ing the en ve lope in the
cen ter.  Post age will be paid by an anonymous do nor.

Altar Steps

This daily devotional was
written by Pastor R.P. Haak -
onson  and was published in
1947.  It is suitable for families
with children.  It has il lus tra -
tions from daily life, and a
strong salvation emphasis. 
Suggested offering:  $8.00.

Mirror of the Heart

This book was pub lished in
1900 by an un known au thor.  It
con tains some very ear nest
med i ta tions and fer vent prayers.
It also con tains ten very graphic 
pic tures of the hu man heart.
Sug gested Of fer ing:  $3.00.

Sinners in the Hands 
of an Angry God

Jon a than Ed wards preached this
re mark able ser mon at Enfield,
Conn. on July 8, 1741.  It was at
night while he was read ing it to a 
large con gre ga tion, that the
lights be came dim and he read
with dif fi culty, and the in flu ence 
was so great on the con gre ga tion that strong men and
women cried and screamed for mercy and even
grabbed their seats for fear they would slide into hell
that very mo ment.  Sug gested Of fer ing:  $1.00.

Spirit and Power

Ludvig Hope was a Nor we gian
lay preacher, writer, teacher and
or ga nizer.  This book is filled
with solid Bib li cal meat for
those who want to walk in depth
with the Lord.  It is writ ten from
a Lu theran piet ist ic per spec tive
and con tains 40 chap ters of ex -
po si tion on dif fer ent as pects of how God works to
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