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“We Have Seen His Star ...”

ithout doubt, the greatest evangelistic service
of all time took place outside the village of
Bethlehem on that first Christmas night. God,
who had spoken in times past unto the fathers
by the prophets, now speaks to mankind by His Son.
When Christmas came to Bethlehem, God spoke to man,
expressing Himself in Personality to personalities
...humble Judeans (shepherds in the field), Wise Men
from the east (men of learning); yes, to all men every-
where ...

“Behold, I bring you glad tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people; for unto you is born this day in the
city of David, a Savior, Who is Christ the Lord!” (Luke
2:10-11)

In heaven’s message to fallen earthlings, God pro-
claims, “I have loved you with an everlasting love ... |
have unlocked the gates of heaven, closed by sin ... |
have provided for you the promised Redeemer in the Per-
son of My Son!” This is the Good News, the “evangel”
we are commissioned to proclaim to the world also this
Christmas.

But, in the words of Joseph Fort Newton, “The race
will never know salvation unless it is love-lifted and
star-led.” Let us, then, consider the response to His
Coming as we pick up the account of the Magi found in
Matthew, Chapter 2. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow de-
scribes their journey in search of the Christ Child in the
following lines:

“Three Kings came riding from far away,
Melchior and Caspar and Balthasar,
Three Wise Men out of the east were they,

Matthew 2:1 - 11

And they traveled by night and they slept by day,
For their guide was a beautiful, wonderful Star.”

It has been said, they were astrologers from Persia.
History claims that in that part of the world men built the
first observatories and studied the courses of heavenly
bodies. Some believe that it was from this vantage-point
they became aware of an unusual star over Bethlehem.
Speculation? Possibly so. Scripture does not give us this
information, but only refers to them as “Wise Men from
the east.” Magi is a Greek word for “men of great wis-
dom.” It is often used with reference to philosophers or
scientists. The important point, however, is that these
men set out by some strange compulsion to search for
Christ. Across the Euphrates and the Tigris, over rugged
mountain passes, across wind-swept deserts, in places of
extreme danger ... following a star.

We repeat again the words of Newton, “The race will
never know salvation unless it is love-lifted and
star-led.” We believe there is a deeper reason than mere
scientific curiosity that led the Wise Men to Bethlehem.
They had seen a light. Perhaps they had read the prophe-
cies of the Old Testament. Perhaps the Holy Spirit had
been at work in His mysterious way and with His illumi-
nating presence. God “moves in His mysterious ways,
His wonders to perform.” This is how He awakens men
also today. We have been reminded of this repeatedly,
when individuals who appeared to have little knowledge
of the things of God and perhaps have had a rather lim-
ited religious background, nonetheless, begin to search
for peace with God. Jesus said to Nicodemus ... “The
wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it,
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but do not knows where it
comes from and where it is
going; so is everyone who is
born of the Spirit.” (John
3:8). That inner compulsion
that moved the Wise Men to
follow the Star was that same
Holy Spirit that moves every
awakened sinner to seek the
Lord. “Where is He that is
born King of the Jews?”
they ask. In the days that fol-
lowed, this question would
often be asked. Certain of
the Jews asked of the breth-
ren of Jesus, “Where is He?”
(John 7:11).

The neighbors of the
man born blind, whose sight
Jesus restored, questioned
him concerning the One who
had anointed his eyes with
healing, and then they asked
concerning the  Healer,
“Where is He?”” (John 9:12).
To Philip the Greeks came
with insistence asking, “Sir,
we would see Jesus.” (John
12:21). This is the quest of
the human heart to this day,
be it ever so hushed and si-
lenced. Fanny J. Crosby
well describes this hidden
quest in the following lines:

“Down in the human heart,
crushed by the tempter,
Feelings lie buried that
grace can restore;

Touched by a loving heart,
wakened by kindness,
Chords that are broken will
vibrate once more.”

The Wise Men would
not abandon their search un-
til it led them to Christ. The
awakened soul must meet Je-
sus! There is salvation in
none other. The Divine
Light continued to guide
them until it hovered over
the place where the young



Child was. Here they found the object of their search.
Here they found their priceless treasure. The Gospel
writer says, “They fell down and they worshipped
Him.” (Matthew 2:11). Awakening and seeking led to
discovery and assurance.

Perhaps someone reading this is asking, “Where can
I find Him? Others have found Him and it seems so sim-
ple, yet for me it seems to be increasingly impossible.
Others testify of assurance and joy in Christ, yet, some-
how, my life is empty and my search gets me nowhere.”
To be sure, you shall not now find Him in a crib. He was
a Child for just a few fleeting years. Nor shall one find
Him along some hallowed spot in Galilee. He has long
since passed from those familiar shores. Nor can He be
found upon the cross. He is not there. Nor does He dwell
within the tomb. He is Risen! But by faith He comes to
dwell within the heart of a broken and contrite sinner.
Remember, He is just a prayer away. When by faith you
simply open the door, He says, “I will come in.” (Rev.
3:20) May His presence and His peace fill your life with
Joy this Christmas!

Pastor Jay G. Erickson, Morning Glory, Jan., 1980
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THE NEW YEAR

For the days and years that are past we thank God.
On what has been acceptable in His sight we ask His
blessing and pray that He may use it as a contribution for
the realization of His final purpose. Our sins — those sad
failures, those darker spots, those depressing memories
of our retrospect we lay them down before the throne of
grace, imploring the pardon of a gracious God, trusting in
His promise that they are blotted out by the atoning blood
of the cross. “Blessed is he whose transgression is for-
given; whose sin is covered.”

For the future we trust in God. He will provide for
our needs, both temporal and spiritual. He will give us
strength by means of His Word and the Sacraments to
carry on. Strength for victory in temptations and trials,
for grace to keep His commandments and to minister to
the needs of our fellow men.

We also pray for those who are tested and afflicted in
our own country and for our brethren in the lands where
wars are spreading misery and desolation, where hopes
are failing and where the light of truth is darkening into
the night of despair. Not the prayer of words only, but the
prayer of such assistance as we may be able to render,
sharing with them of the abundance we still enjoy. “To
do good and to communicate forget not; for with such
sacrifices God is well pleased.”

For today we thank God for the name of Jesus, the
name over the portal through which we enter the new
year. We thank Him for the Bread of Life and for our
daily bread. The physical life He sustains and the spiri-
tual life He sustains we are to use according to His will in
rendering such service to others as will point them to the
Lamb of God and set their feet on the way of life.

Our time is limited.

“As the lightning from the skies

Darts and leaves no trace behind,
Swiftly thus our fleeting days
Bear us down life s rapid stream.”

As adream dies in the morning, we are borne onward
to the day of reckoning when we shall give account of
each year that we have lived on this earth of our steward-
ship and the choice of our destiny. It is therefore of su-
preme importance that we keep this goal in mind and
decide whether each day and year shall yield “glory and
honor and peace” or “wrath and indignation, tribulation
and anguish.” For the path of well-doing or the other path
of evil-doing will decide the issue of our present exis-
tence.

The eternal new year of Jehovah’s favor, the accept-
able Jubilee year of the Lord, is worth the “investment”
of a Christian life and infinitely to be preferred to an eter-
nity of darkness, wailing over irreparable loss, and
gnashing of teeth in hopeless remorse over wasted years.

“Great God, we sing that mighty hand

By which supported still we stand;

The opening year Thy mercy shows,

Let mercy crown it till it close.”

C.J. Sodergren, The Bible Banner (LBI) Jan., 1939

The Fear of the Lord

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and
instruction. ” (Proverbs 1:7)

Isn’t this the very thing that is missing in
Christian circles today? Especially when
Jesus specifically instructed us to have the
Fear of the Lord?

“And I say to you, My friends, do not be
afraid of those who kill the body, and after
that have no more that they can do. But I
will warn you whom to fear: fear the One

who after He has killed has authority to

cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him!”
(Luke 12:4-5)




Walk in the Light

“The light is with you a little longer. Walk while you
have the light, lest the darkness overtake you.”
(John 12:35).

When we look back upon our lives how thankful we
can be that we have had so much light on the pathway of
life—the Bible at mother’s knee, dedicated Sunday
school teachers, faithful pastors showing us the way in
confirmation instruction, the preaching of the Law and
Gospel from many pulpits, good Christian books. Jesus
said, “walk while you have the light.” Some day soon
the “light” of His Word and the lights that have led the
way may be removed because of our indifference. Yes,
there may come a famine of the Word of God (Amos
8:11).

The Bible teaches that by nature man wants dark-
ness rather than light. In John 3:19 we read, “And this is
the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and
men loved darkness rather than light, because their
deeds were evil” (read also verses 20 and 21).

I remember cleaning up a woodpile by my garage
one time. When I got down to the bottom layer of
boards, bugs started scattering in all directions. They
could not stand exposure to the light, having lived in
darkness for so long. Isn’t that the way with the man liv-
ing in the darkness of sin? He resents being exposed to
the light.

In John 12:35-43 we find that spiritual darkness
means many things:

1. Spiritual ignorance (v. 35). “He who walks in the
darkness does not know where he goes.” Surveys have
shown that there is much ignorance among our people
regarding the way of salvation. Many think that they are
saved by “being good church members,” “keeping the
Ten Commandments,” “doing the best I can,” etc. One
lady said, “I was a Sunday school teacher for 25 years
and if that isn’t enough to get me to heaven I don’t know
whatis.” Since when are we saved by our church work?
The beloved Dr. Walter Maier of the Lutheran Hour tes-
tified shortly before his death, “I go to sleep in the
wounds of Jesus.” He was not trusting in his sermons,
his writings, his counseling — he trusted only in the
blood of Jesus.

2. Unbelief (v. 37), “Though he had done many
signs before them, yet they did not believe in him.” Un-

belief is a terrible sin because it takes so many to hell.
Revelation 21:8 tells us that the unbelieving shall be
cast into the lake of fire.

The reason so many live in unbelief is because they
refuse to repent of their sin. “The god of this world has
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ.”
Most of the problems regarding God’s Word in our day
are spiritual, not intellectual, problems. Some cover up
the blindness of their hearts by saying that we are all en-
titled to our own viewpoint rather than submitting to the
authority of God’s Word.

3. Hardness of heart (v. 40). When a person has
lived in spiritual darkness his heart is hardened and his
conscience cannot speak to him. God tries to awaken
such a person through jolts — sickness, sorrow, disap-
pointments, etc., but often these are unheeded and the
hardening process takes its course.

“Today when you hear his voice do not harden your
hearts as in the rebellion. Exhort one another every
day... that none of you may be hardened by the deceit-
fulness of sin.”” (Heb. 3:15,13)

Many times hardened sinners are snatched out sud-
denly from this life as an example to others, so that they
will turn to God before it is too late. “He who is often re-
proved, yet stiffens his neck will suddenly be broken be-
yond healing” (Prov. 29:1).

4. Fear of men (vv. 42,43). “For fear of the Phari-
sees they did not confess it, lest they should be put out of
the synagogue: for they loved the praise of men more
than the praise of God.” How true this is today. Many
are more afraid of men’s opinions than of God’s judg-
ment and so cannot repent and seek God’s grace in
Christ. Perhaps more people will be in hell someday
through fear of men than for any other reason. “The fear
of men lays a snare . . .” (Prov, 29:25).

Where do you stand with God? No doubt you have
been exposed to much light from God’s Word in your
lifetime. Have you received the LIGHT, so that you
have become “sons of light,” or are you still walking in
darkness, running the risk of having the light removed
forever?

Why not repent of all your sins right now, wherever
you are, and turn to Jesus who promises that “he who
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the
light of life” (John 8:12)?

Sterling Johnson, Evangelize, July-August 1965.
Publication of The Lutheran Evangelistic Movement,



Editorial

Wayne Almlie

I nterpreting S cripture

“All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for training in righteousness.”
(2 Tim 3:16)

“I take the Bible too seriously, to take it literally.”

Back in the early 80s, while I was living in the Fargo
Moorhead area, | was listening to a local talk show on
the radio. The talk show had a discussion between a
Concordia (Moorhead) theology professor and a local
celebrated atheist. During the course of this discus-
sion, the professor from Concordia made this state-
ment, “I take the Bible too seriously, to take it
literally.”

My knee jerk reaction was, I take the Bible too seri-
ously, not to take it literally. I believe the safest rule is
to take the Bible literally, except in the instances
where the context tells you not to. For instance, “All
the trees of the field will clap their hands.” (Isa. 55:12)
That is symbolic language, called Personification.

You can tell from the context that it is not meant to be
taken literally. In the Bible you have many types of
these figures of speech. You have metaphors, similes,
paradoxes, hyperboles, allegories and many others,
just like you would have in any literature. So when
you read one of these passages you need to figure out
if it is one of these figures of speech, once you figure

Don’t harden your heart

“Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest any-
one fall through following the same example of dis-
obedience.” (Heb 4:11)

The Christian life is not just; get baptized, get saved
and do your own thing till you die and then you get your
reward. It says, “For we who believe enter that rest.”
It’s the daily diligence of walking with God in love and
obedience. And we need to heed the warning of He-
brews. We can see the great acts of God, we can have
the good news preached to us, but if it is not united with
faith, it doesn’t do us any good.

I can see the writer of the Hebrews with his scroll of
Moses spread out before him. He’s studying it and ex-
amining it and in utter amazement, in light of what God

that out, you can usually tell from the context what the
meaning is. Much evil has been perpetrated on our so-
ciety by those who don’t take scripture literally, when
it is meant to be.

I recently brought up my view that in most all cases
you need to take scripture literally. Some one said, So
you believe people should be gouging their eyes out?
I said, No; and they said, well then you’re not taking
scripture literally. I asked him, what did Jesus say? “If
your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and throw it
away, for it is better to enter heaven missing an eye,
than to have your body thrown into hell.” (Matt 18:9)
The key word is “If.” Do your eyes cause you to sin?
No, people who are blind can still lust and covet. Jesus
tells us sin comes from the heart. (Matt. 15:19) Jesus’
message is — If avoiding sin was as easy as plucking
out your eyes, you should do it, because Hell is a real
awful place.

We need to keep that in mind, most Christians I’ve
talked to will admit to having that one besetting sin
that plagues them, that they continually have to war
against. We can’t give in, we need to fight it until our
dying day, literally.

had done for these people, he exclaims, “They never
made it! They never made it!” And as that truth sinks
in, he turns his attention to Christ and everything that
God did for us through his life, suffering, death and res-
urrection and he realizes that people have the same atti-
tude and are not going to make it. As he meditates on
this, he’s reminded of the words of David from Psalm
95: “Today when you hear His voice, do not harden
your hearts.” This is such a strong word of warning that
he feels it’s necessary to repeat twice.

It’s a good word for us today also, as we reflect on
the New Year, and the mighty acts of God. Today when
you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts.

Wayne Almlie



@ from the Fellmmuuship Circele

A&DH
Thank You for all the Morning Glorys!

I started reading at 10 p.m. and I couldn’t put it down.
Read at least half of it last night. Hard Hearts and Soft
Heads, great truth and of course Scripture readings from
our blessed book, the Bible! How wonderful! “Taking
on the whole armour of God!” 1 heard it from a Baptist
preacher. Read Eph 6:10-18 every day! Don’t forget!

Thank you again and God bless each of you as you write
the next.

Love and friendship in Jesus Christ

J.Q. Morris, IL
Enclosed is a donation, plus the suggested offerings for
all five of the publications in the Hauge Library.

Thanks to whomever is paying postage.

Sincerely

S&M
Enclosed is a check for $ for the Morning Glory.

Could you please send the Morning Glory to Our Pas-
tor?

Thank you!

Silently- The New Year
Has Come

Well, God permitted 1976 (2025) to reach its full al-
lotment of days. As yet the angel has not put one foot on
land and the other on the sea and sworn with his hand
raised to heaven that time shall be no more (Rev.
10:5-6). Time rightly understood is a fragment of eter-
nity. It is that brief span of years when God created
heaven and earth and all that is therein, including man.
Artists picture the past year as an old man badly in need
of a haircut. [ hope that none of us takes on age that fast;
but on second thought, if we had all his aches and pains
we probably would look even worse.

January was ideally named after the two-faced Ro-
man goddess Janus. With one face she looked back-
wards and with the other she looked forward, just like

we do in our minds today. There are things we wish we
hadn’t done-there are things which we omitted doing;
but thank God, there are things for which we are grateful
that we did them. As to the first two, we sincerely wish
that the recording angel would erase them so that we
could remember them no more — but here neither angels
nor a faulty memory can oblige.

True, God will forgive and heal but the scar remains
to humble and teach us. When Paul said that he was
“forgetting the things which are behind” he certainly did
not mean to include his Damascus experience with the
risen Christ, for that surely grew in preciousness with
the passing of the years. If you had a personal meeting
with Christ this past year don’t you love to think of it
and delight telling others about it? Certainly! One
reader has undergone the amputation of a leg, but then
he adds so beautifully. “When I think of the more than
eighty years that leg had served me so well, I rejoice.” 1
admire such “song in the night.” That is not a strident
note of some melancholy blackbird, but the contented
song of a bird of paradise singing in God’s midnight
sun.

Silently, with less noise than a shadow, the new year
has come. When the crusaders failed in their repeated
attempt to wrest Jerusalem from “the infidel Turks”
rather than give way to despair they coined a glorious
rallying cry, “Next year, Jerusalem.” For many of us, I
included, this may be the year of our heavenly Jerusa-
lem-entry. On my first wife’s tombstone in Cokato,
Minnesota, these words are inscribed: “Ready when
called.” Such should be the attitude of all God’s chil-
dren. This year our blessed Bridegroom may return. If
I knew that He would come from the east, I’d go to meet
Him there; if I knew that He would come from the west,
I’d do likewise. But seeing He shall come from high
yonder glory-land, I shall just stand here ready for that
glorious upward leap. Hallelujah.

“God shall wipe away all tears, there’s no death, no
pain or fears, and they count not time by YEARS for
there is no night there.”

Pastor Eric W. Johnson, New Underwood, S.D.
Jan., 1977 Morning Glory

God grades on the Cross,
not on the curve




Believable...Yet Unbelievable

‘Harry Potter’ author blasts magazine
over trans women on ‘Women of the
Year’ cover

Author J.K. Rowling has re-ignited her criticism of
gender ideology in media, targeting Glamour UK’s
“Women of the Year” awards cover that prominently fea-
tures nine trans women.

The cover, unveiled for the annual event, showcases
trans influencers and activists as honorees, prompting
Rowling to call it a “betrayal of women.”

In a sharp social media post, Rowling wrote: “Glam-
our UK has declared war on women by putting nine trans
women on their ‘“Women of the Year’ cover. This isn’t in-
clusion; it’s erasure.”

The awards, celebrating trailblazers in entertainment,
activism, and fashion, included trans figures like Dylan
Mulvaney and Munroe Bergdorf among the nine spot-
lighted.

Glamour UK defended the choice, stating: “Our
Women of the Year recognize diverse voices shaping
2025. Trans women are women, and their stories matter.”

Rowling, known for her feminist stance, has long ar-
gued that such recognitions undermine biological
women’s achievements. She added: “Real women
fought for these spaces. Handing them over diminishes
us all.”

End Time Headlines, Oct 30, 2025

Editor: Not a fan of J. K. Rowling, but at least she gets
this issue right. Inthe USA it seems we might have a little
bit of a respite on these issues, but it seems that Europe
has fallen. Not sure what would have to happen to bring
them back from the brink. We need to pray for Europe as
well as the USA.

Supreme Court of Finland holds new
hearings in “Bible Trial”

FINLAND — On Thursday, October 30, the Supreme
Court of Finland held hearings in the case of Finnish
Member of Parliament, Dr. Péivi Réisénen, and Bishop
Juhana Pohjola of the Evangelical Lutheran Mission Dio-
cese of Finland (ELMDF). It was the third court since
2022 to consider what has been dubbed Finland’s “Bible
Trial.” The two are accused of hate speech as a result of ar-
ticulating historic Christian teaching on human sexuality.

“It is difficult to overstate how surreal [it has been] —
to see my faith, my conscience, and even the Bible itself

placed on trial in a democratic nation,” said Dr. Résédnen.
“Whatever the outcome of this trial is, my conscience is
clear and my faith is firm. My hope is that this ruling will
affirm the right of every person to express their beliefs
freely, without fear and without punishment.”

Bishop Pohjola noted that the doctrinal beliefs for
which he and Dr. Résénen are being prosecuted is
“shared widely across Christian churches.” As a result,
he said, “Any possible conviction would not only stigma-
tize me and the Lutheran church body that I lead as crimi-
nals, but also send a dangerous signal to all Christians
and Christian denominations. Such an outcome would
not contribute to building a genuinely free society proud
of its rule of law.”

By Matthew Block, Oct 30, 2025

Matthew Block is Communications Manager for the Inter-
national Lutheran Council. He is also editor of The Cana-
dian Lutheran magazine, and formerly served as
Communications Manager for Lutheran Church—Canada.

Editor: From what [ have read, if the court rules against
them, it will be criminalizing Scripture. I believe we will
see it eventually as we approach the End Times, but pray
that the court will rule in the favor of Bishop Pohjola and
Dr. Résdnen, that Christians will have the ability to
preach the Gospel for a few more years.

The WEF, The World Economic Forum,
is not about Economics.

At the World Economic Forum’s “Power of Media
Taskforce,” GLAAD proudly brags about pushing the
LGBTQ agenda on children and teens—boasting that
nearly 40% of Gen Z (ages 18-34) now identify as
LGBTQ in their own studies.

This isn’t about equality. It’s about indoctrination.
WEEF, in partnership with the UN, is weaponizing media,
entertainment, sports, and even faith leaders to reshape
the values of the next generation—all while framing it as
“progress.”

Parents, wake up. They’re targeting your kids.

Selected

Editor: The spirit of the age is very busy, it seems like
they know their time is running short. “Woe to the earth
and the sea, because the devil has come down to you,
having great wrath, knowing that he has only a short
time.” (Rev 12:12)



Today’s Christian Music — Part IV

This is the fourth in a series of articles on music used
in Christianity today. I will be comparing it with the
Scriptures to see if it lines up with the Biblical Standards
for Christian Music.

Musical Styles

What style of musical songs are truly acceptable for
Christian music? Today’s Christian music market will
give you rock, pop, heavy metal, jazz, thythm & blues,
rap, hip-hop and about anything else you care to buy. The
musical styles that are listed above all came from the
pop/rock culture with its emphasis on sensuality. When
we seek to see what kind of music is in line with God and
His Spirit, we need only look to the very character and
nature of the Spirit of God.

The Fruit of the Spirit

In Colossians 3:16, the New Testament tells us to,
“teaching and admonishing one another with psalms,
hymns and spiritual songs.” These “spiritual songs” are
those which the Holy Spirit brings to us, not what men
have produced themselves.

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, pa-
tience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
self-control; against such things there is no law.” (Gal.
5:22-23)

The Bible says, “The fruit of the Spirit is love ...”
(Galatians 5:22) God loves us and gives us His love, which
is completely different from what most people call love.
When we have God’s love in our hearts and in control of
our lives, this is what we will be like:

“Love is patient, love is kind; and is not jealous, love
does not brag and is not arrogant; does not act unbecom-
ingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not
take into account a wrong suffered,; does not rejoice in
unrighteousness, but rejoices in the truth; bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things. Love never fails . . .” (I Cor. 13:4-8)

When the Holy Spirit is in charge of people and their
music, you will see God’s love. Using the definition
from the Scripture above, people (and their subsequent
music) will be patient and kind. They will not be arro-
gant. People controlled by the Holy Spirit’s love will not
act unbecomingly, or un-Christ like, or rude. Their per-
formances will be characterized by utter humility be-
cause this is what Jesus is like.

God says that when the Holy Spirit is in charge and
bringing God’s wisdom and music, there will be peace as
a fruit of the Spirit. Jesus Himself'is called the “Prince of
Peace.” (Isa. 9:6) Much of today’s Christian music is not
peaceable, but loud and raucous. In I Samuel 16, the

Spirit of God was taken from King Saul and was given to
David. King Saul was plagued by an evil spirit from
God. The way that David appeased this spirit was
through music. “So it came about whenever the evil
spirit from God came to Saul, David would take the harp
and play it with his hand; and Saul would be refreshed
and be well, and the evil spirit would depart from him.”
(1 Samuel 16:23) The sound of a harp is a lilting melody
and this is what calmed Saul and the evil spirit upon
him. Had David played music that is the norm in Chris-
tian circles today, the spirit would have erupted in Saul
and his jealous fury would not have let him be in peace.

Another fruit of the Spirit is gentleness. “But the
fruit of the Spirit is gentleness . . .” (Galatians 5:23) The
Holy Spirit will come in power to change you to be like
Jesus. Jesus Himself said, “Come unto me, all you who
are weary and are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am gentle
and humble in heart: and you shall find rest for your
souls. Formy yoke is easy, and my load is light.”” (Matthew
11:28-30) In both of the above verses (Gal. 5:23 and Matt.
11:29), the root word which is translated “gentle” is de-
fined as “gentleness, mildness, meekness” and as “the
humble and gentle attitude which expresses itself in a pa-
tient submissiveness to offense, free from malice and de-
sire for revenge.” Thus this fruit of the Spirit and
character of Jesus Himself is one that is gentle and hum-
ble and not one to rise up in aggression, violence or re-
venge. What is more, Jesus admonishes us to learn of
Him in this so that we might be conformed to the image
of the Son of God. (See Rom. 8:29).

Jesus is meek, lowly and humble. If today’s Chris-
tian music is marked by this fruit of the Spirit, the music
and the performances would be marked by humility, gen-
tleness, and lowliness. Gentleness is not a characteristic
of most Christian music today. When rock music is
played at the volume and beat used today, it stirs up ag-
gression, not gentleness. When we see commandments
in Scripture, “May those who delight in my vindication
shout for joy and gladness, may they always say, ‘The
Lord be exalted who delights in the well-being of His ser-
vants’” (Ps. 37:25), we must remember that we don’t turn
loose all restraints and yell at the top of our lungs, but
rather it is a joyful shout when connected with praise to
God.

Comparing the fruit of the Holy Spirit from Galatians
5:22-23 to most of today’s Christian music, we can see
that the two are opposites of each other. The nature and
character of this music is the opposite of what the Bible
defines as the fruit of the Spirit, especially peace, gentle-
ness and humility, which is the character of Christ.

Even the Fruit of the Spirit of Self~-Control is fre-



quently compromised as people (even women) will stand
and sway their hips around in a sensual fashion when the
music is playing. They do not do this as part of their
Christian life when the music is not playing . Thus to-
day’s Christian music moves them to lose self-control,
which is a fruit of the Spirit.

Reverence for God

Another way to distinguish a “spiritual song” di-
rected by the Holy Spirit is a reverence for God in the mu-
sic and the performers. Jesus had a profound reverence
and fear of God. “Who in the days of His flesh, when He
had offered up prayers and supplications with strong cry-
ing and tears unto Him that was able to save Him from
death, and was heard in that He feared.” (Heb. 5:7 KIV).
This is a record of what happened in the Garden of Geth-
semane when Jesus cried out to God for deliverance from
the horrid death of the cross. He sweat drops of blood
and cried out with tears that God would save Him, and
God did not. Jesus then surrendered His life to the death
with the words, “Not My Will, but Yours be done.” So
the Christian is to have a reverence and fear of God in the
way he lives and the way he worships and serves. Scrip-
ture says: “Therefore, we receive a kingdom which can-
not be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve
God acceptably with reverence and godly fear; for our
God is a consuming fire.” (Heb. 12:28)

God instructs us here that if our service to the Lord
(be it singing, witnessing, or something else) is going to
be acceptable to the Lord, it must be done with reverence
and godly fear. If it is not, then it will not be acceptable
before the Lord. In fact, God commands that witnessing
and preaching be done solemnly in Acts 10:42 when He
says, “And He ordered us to preach to the people, and
solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been ap-
pointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead.” 1f
we witness and preach and use music without reverence
and solemnity, it undermines the seriousness of sin, con-
demnation and the wrath of God upon mankind outside
of Jesus Christ.

There is no reverence for God in the music style of
most Christian music today. Yet God still says, “God is
greatly to be feared in the midst of the saints, and to be
held in reverence by all those who are about Him.” (Ps.
89:7, KIV)

Biblical Examples of Musical Styles

The instruments prescribed in the Psalms are:
Stringed Instruments (Ps. 4), a Flute (Ps. 5), an Eight
Stringed Lyre (Ps. 6), a Harp and a Lyre (Ps. 33), a Trum-
pet (Ps. 68) and Timbrels and Cymbals and pipe (Psalm
150). Some of the context that these instruments were

used needs to be examined. In Psalm 7, the introduction
states, “A Shiggaion of David.” This can mean “a wild,
passionate song with rapid changes of rhythm ...though
the exact meaning is uncertain.” ! Ifit is a “wild and pas-
sionate song,” there are no instruments prescribed for this
passionate appeal that we would ascribe a wild musical
style attached to it.

Another example we find is Psalm 32:2-3 where it
says, “Give thanks to the Lord with the lyre; Sing praises
to Him with a harp of ten strings. Sing to Him a new
song; Play skillfully with a shout of joy.” When the
Psalm directs the worshiper to “shout,” this seems to
mean a wild yell. Yet when you look at the context, it is
with a single lyre and harp, not a group of them together,
and those to be played skillfully. The shout would be a
cry of the voice at an emphatic moment, not a loud and
raucous ongoing song where you ascribe a loud and rau-
cous musical style to it. The same is true in Psalm 47:1,
“O clap your hands all peoples; Shout to God with a
voice of joy.” The sole instrument used in connection
with this shout is a trumpet. “God has ascended with a
shout, the Lord with the sound of the trumpet” (v. 5)
which was also to be played “skillful.” (v. 7)

The same situation is presented in Psalm 98:4-6,
“Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth, Break forth and
sing for joy and sing praises. Sing praises to the Lord
with the lyre; With the lyre and the sound of melody. With
trumpets and the sound of the horn, Shout joyfully before
the King, the Lord.” These dictates to shout mean a real
shout, but notice the instruments used in connection with
this: a lyre, trumpets and a horn. The bottom line is that
the loud sound to be produced in worship is that of the
singers and not that of the instruments. This is exactly the
opposite of what happens in today’s Christian music
where it is so loud that many times you can’t even under-
stand what is being sung. Over and over again the Psalms
list a harp and a lyre as the only musical instruments used.
In fact the Psalm 4 introduction says, “For the choir di-
rector, for flute accompaniment.” How deafening of a
roar are you going to get from this? In fact, many of the
Psalms do not list any musical accompaniment at all.
They were sung, but not to music.

When you look at the context, the musical styles pre-
sented in the Psalms and other portions of Scripture do
not reflect what today’s Christian music presents. Be
watching for a future article on Psalm 150 and related
texts which many today use as a basis for today’s music.

Pastor Jim Haga

1 H.C. Leupold, Exposition of Psalms. (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House 1969), p. 91.
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What About Infant Baptism?

What About Infant Baptism? We need to note that
the primary question in regard to infant baptism is sim-
ply this: “what has God decided?” If God has decided
against it, any attempt to initiate it would be presumptu-
ous. If God has decided in favor of it, any argument
against it would be foolish.

Our first door of inquiry, of course, would be the
Scripture. But here we encounter a difficulty. We are
like a student who comes to the house of one of his pro-
fessors to ask a question, only to discover that the pro-
fessor is “not available.”” When it comes to the question
of infant baptism, clear scriptural evidence simply is not
available.

Edmund Schlink, professor of theology at Heidel-
berg, in his exhaustive study of the subject concludes,
“On the basis of the New Testament, infant baptism can
neither be excluded nor proved.” In the New Testa-
ment, most of the recorded baptisms are clearly adult
baptisms. But this is what one would expect in any re-
port of a first-generation missionary church. We would
encounter the same thing in the report of a Lutheran
missionary society, moving for the first time into a pa-
gan culture.

The fact that infant baptism is not specifically men-
tioned in the New Testament proves nothing. It simply
underlines the fact that conclusive New Testament evi-
dence on this question is not available. On the one hand,
there is no clear case where an infant is baptized. On the
other hand, there is no case where we see the child of
Christian parents coming for baptism at a later age. Nor
does the New Testament give any example of a “dedica-
tion rite” for Christian infants. The New Testament
simply does not answer this question.

If one finds that his professor is “not available,”
one might pose his question to the professor’s wife, or
colleague; perhaps they have heard the professor dis-
cuss this particular question, and could give pretty much
the same kind of answer that the professor himself
would give.

Who would be in the best position to know what Je-
sus’ intention was in regard to the baptism of children?
To whom would He most likely have revealed himselfin
this matter? The answer, of course, is His apostles. The
New Testament records only a fraction of the teaching
and instruction which Jesus imparted to them. (See
John 20:30; 21:25; Acts 1:3.) It is not unlikely that He
gave them specific instructions on this matter. Or, the
Holy Spirit may have revealed to them how they were to
handle this question, as He did in many other regards. If

10

we can find out what the apostles did, we will come as
close as possible to getting a direct, authoritative answer
to our basic question. “What has God decided?”

This points us to our necessary area of inquiry,
which is the evidence of church history. “The problem
of infant baptism,” says British scholar George Every,
“is first of all an historical problem, not an exegetical or
theological one.” Do we find, in the early records of
the church, any evidence of how the apostles handled
the question of infant baptism?

“History,” says one student of the subject, “is a
friend of infant baptism. Its opponents are not justified
in casting off the position as a spiritual aberration. A
view so widespread in the church is not just the result of
medieval fancy. One finds its origins deep in the roots
of church history.”

The church order of Hippolytus, which originated
in Rome about 215 A.D., contains the directive, first the
little ones should be baptized. All who can speak for
themselves should speak. For those however who can-
not, their parents or another who belongs to their family
should speak."

Origen, writing around 240 A.D., said, “The church
received a tradition from the Apostles to give baptism to
infants to0o.”

Nowhere in the records of the church do we find the
counter-argument, that infant baptism was an innova-
tion. Says Karl Boehm: “Considering the conscien-
tiousness and severity with which the bishops of the first
centuries resisted every innovation and change from the
apostolic practice, and that they allowed authority to
nothing save that which came down to them from the
Apostles, it must have been impossible in so important a
matter as baptism, that so great an innovation as that of
infant baptism (were it an innovation) could have been
universally introduced without much contention and
opposition.”

The rejection of infant baptism as a matter of princi-
ple first arose in the 16th century as a result of a new un-
derstanding of the individual person. This fact is of
utmost importance. The challenge to infant baptism did
not arise from a fresh study of Scripture, nor from a new
discovery of apostolic practice, but from a new secular
understanding of the nature of man. “Belief was seen in
rationalistic and volitional terms, an act of the mind and
the will. Because an infant cannot think or decide, it
cannot have faith, and therefore it should not be bap-
tized.” To this day, that is the only argument raised
against the validity of infant baptism. One tosses off the
sentence as though it were self-evident truth: “A child
can’t believe.” Butthat ‘truth’ upon examination, is nei-
ther self-evident, nor is it biblical.



The Bible does not see faith merely in rationalistic
terms, but in relational terms. Faith is a relationship of
love and trust between God and man. The Bible does
not limit this relationship to those who are able to ex-
press it verbally.

“Thou art He who didst bring me forth from the
womb; Thou didst make me trust when upon my
mother’s breasts” (Ps. 22:9, NASB). Here the quality of
faith is ascribed to a nursing infant. Jesus referred to a
little child whom He held in His arms as “this little one
who believes in me” (Mark 9:42). Far from denying to
children the capability of faith, Jesus holds them up as
an example for adults. Whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it” (Luke
18:17). God’s problem is not with infants who cannot
believe, but with adults who insist on doubting.

A person may look back upon his baptism as an in-
fant and say, “I didn’t know what [ was doing . . .nothing
happened.” But that is a statement which is incapable of
being proved. You cannot remember what you did, but
that does not mean that you did nothing. You have no
way of knowing (intellectually) how your spirit was re-
sponding to God at your baptism. Nor can you say
“nothing happened” simply because you have no recol-
lection of the event. That would be like an Israelite
child who had been carried as an infant through the Red
Sea on his mother’s lap, sound asleep, in later years say-
ing, “nothing happened."

Our understanding of “what happened” cannot
hang on the slender thread of our own recollection.

What happened in your baptism depends upon what
God did, not what you remember. “You were buried
with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with
him, through faith in the working of God.”

Faith is a gift of God (Col. 2:12). Neither adult nor
child can believe unless God gives the gift. And He is
able to give it to an infant as well as to an adult. The fact
that an infant cannot respond to this gift verbally does
not mean that he cannot receive it.

The notion that children cannot believe is rooted in
a non-biblical anthropology. The Bible, as we have
noted above, gives ample evidence that even tiny babies
can respond to God in faith. John the Baptist leaped for
joy, at the presence of the Lord, when he was still in his
mother’s womb! (Luke 1:44).

A chilling documentation of children’s openness to
the spiritual world is the evidence that children raised in
homes where witchcraft is practiced can come into spiri-
tual bondage from their earliest years. If Satan can gain
access to a child’s inner life, surely the Holy Spirit can.
And is not this one reason that the church for so many
centuries has baptized its infants-to rescue them from
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the dominion of Satan when they are too little to help
themselves? The most ancient liturgies of baptism lay
special stress on this point; the child is “’snatched from
Satan’s clutches” into the protective bosom of the
church.

At an ecumenical conference on baptism, in Ger-
many, a theologian of the Eastern Orthodox Church de-
scribed this particular aspect of baptism, as it occurs in
the baptismal liturgy of his church. The child is deliv-
ered into the arms of the priest, at which point the par-
ents turn and “spit on the devil.” At another point there
is a threefold exorcism, whereby the child is delivered
from the power and authority of Satan. The central em-
phasis of the baptismal service is upon the victory of
Christ over the powers of darkness, the deliverance and
rescue of the child into the company of God’s people.

After the lecture, a Baptist minister said, “Now
there is a case for infant baptism!”’

A generation ago such goings-on would have been
dismissed by some as a quaint carry-over from an age of
superstition. Today, with the upsurge of the occult, peo-
ple are coming to recognize that the power of evil is no
mere superstition; when St. Paul said that we wrestle
against spiritual hosts of wickedness (see Eph. 6:12), he
was describing an awesome reality-a reality that can af-
fect the lives of children as well as adults.

And this, in turn, points up the essential problem in
regard to infant baptism: pastoral care. Let it be said
here that we make no case for an indiscriminate practice
of infant baptism. In our congregation, no child is bap-
tized unless his parents are active members of the con-
gregation. Jesus’ command to disciple all nations unto
Him contains a twofold instruction: baptize and teach
(Matt. 28: 19-20). Unless we have reasonable assurance
that the child will be brought up in the Christian faith,
we cannot responsibly baptize him.

But where a child’s spiritual nurture is provided for,
then we see no hindrance to that child’s full incorpora-
tion into the Body of Christ through baptism.

Selected

Editor: As Haugean believers, we have always been
more concerned with how a baptized baby with infant
faith makes the transition to conscious faith, this is why
we have such an emphasis on the order of salvation. But
the need to baptize babies has always been the practice
of the Lutheran church, and a practice that Hans Nielsen
Hauge agreed with. It is good to be reminded that we are
on solid Biblical and historical ground to do so.



Home and Family

Welcome to our newest addition to the Morning
Glory. Home and Family is a section where we will con-
centrate on matters of Faith in the Home and Family and
those relationships. These relationships are essential for
all people, but especially for younger believers who are
building the foundations for their homes and families.
We want to encourage older people who receive the
Morning Glory to give a copy to their children and other
younger family members in their lives. We believe that
this is absolutely crucial if the future generation is going
to live godly in Christ Jesus and whether there will be a
godly element in the future.

This is because Home and Family is the very back-
bone of culture and society. When God created Adam
from the dust of the ground, “Then the LORD God said,
‘It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a
helper suitable for him.”” (Gen. 2:18) “So the LORD
God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he
slept; then He took one of his ribs, and closed up the
flesh at that place. And the LORD God fashioned into a
woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and
brought her to the man.” (vv. 21-22) God is creating the
very foundation of the human race in these verses: A
man and a woman who compliment one another. This
relationship between man and woman will be what God
will establish to propagate people across the world for
all time. The necessary bond between man and woman
that God will establish for this is that estate called mar-
riage. “And the man said, ‘This is now bone of my
bones, And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman,
Because she was taken out of Man For this cause a man
shall leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave to
his wife; and they shall become one flesh.” (vv. 23-24)

This is the first thing which God performed at the
very creation of the first people. The making of two
genders who will get married and enter into a binding
relationship as the framework for bringing children into
the world. From the very beginning, God’s design for
mankind is this very unit called Marriage which leads to
the Home and Family. This is the glue which holds soci-
ety together. If this Home and Family unit is taken
away, then that glue is dissolved and society comes
apart.

It isn’t hard to see that the Home and Family are un-
der attack as never before. The people who engage in
“casual sex” today are the norm, even from the earliest
time when puberty hits. In some (if not most) learning
environments, this is taught and pushed as the “norm”
which young people are supposed to live. The “sexual
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revolution” which began through the music industry has
now brought it’s full fruit to bear upon people. Marriage
today is viewed as an option that some will do, but it is
not viewed as essential. People can live together in a
conjugal relationship with no marriage ties. On top of
all this is the emergence of the LGBTQ community with
their insistence that people can be whatever their fancy
might be in terms of gender, sexuality, identity and rela-
tionship. The Supreme Court has ruled that same-sex
“marriage” is legal throughout the United States. In
2023, 25% of children were raised in a single-parent
home.(Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Pre-
vention) Itis not uncommon today for children of fam-
ily units to have multiple and different fathers and/or
mothers.

Even the godliest of people are not exempt from this
happening in their lives. King David saw a woman at a
chance occasion. “So David sent and inquired about
the woman. And one said, “Is this not Bathsheba, the
daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” And
David sent messengers and took her, and when she came
to him, he lay with her, and when she had purified her-
self from her uncleanness, she returned to her house.
And the woman conceived, and she sent and told David,
and said, “I am pregnant.” (2 Samuel 11:3-5) But instead
of David coming clean before God and the people in-
volved, he sent for Uriah, Bathsheba’s husband. When
Uriah would not compromise his devotion to his fellow
soldiers by having relations with his wife, “And [Da-
vid] had written in the letter, saying, “Place Uriah in
the front line of the fiercest battle and withdraw from
him, so that he may be struck down and die.” (2 Samuel
11:15)

The end result of David’s actions was the downfall
of his Home and Family. God told him, “Now there-
fore, the sword shall never depart from your house, be-
cause you have despised Me and have taken the wife of
Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.” (2 Samuel 12:10) Da-
vid’s life, home and family would then be filled with all
manner of jealousy, intrigue, incest and even death.
When David’s son, Absalom, was killed; David stood
by and lamented, “O my son Absalom, O Absalom, my
son, my son!” (2 Samuel 19:4)

What started out as a seemingly harmless affair es-
calated into outright disaster for David’s Home and
Family. This is how important it is for people to follow
the Lord’s direction for proper living. It affects not only
individual homes and people, but all society as well.



Death, the Christian’s best friend!

“Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death
of His saints.” (Psalm 116:15)

To the unsaved man, death is a dreaded enemy — a
final and bitter end to a worthless life. But to the true
Christian, death is not a calamity, but a coronation! It is
not the ruin of life, but the very door to everlasting joy.

Why does Scripture call the death of God’s saints,
precious? Because to God, nothing is more valuable
than the bringing home of those whom He has redeemed
with the precious blood of His Son. And to the believer,
death is the last step in the journey toward full and eter-
nal communion with Jesus.

1. Death delivers us from all sin.

One of the chief blessings death brings to the believer, is
deliverance from the presence and power of sin.
Though justified and sanctified in Jesus, every Christian
still laments with Paul, “What a wretched man I am!
Who will rescue me from this body of death?” (Romans
7:24) In this life, sin clings to us, wars against us, and
hinders every holy pursuit. But death severs that final
tie. No more wandering affections. No more inward
corruption. The soul is made perfect in holiness and en-
ters immediately into the presence of the Lord! (He-
brews 12:23)

2. Death ends all of our suffering.
This poor world is a valley of tears. The believer is not
spared from trial and sorrow—often, his path is harder
because of his following of Jesus. But death silences ev-
ery groan, and dries every tear. The Lord will wipe
away every tear from their eyes, and there will be no
more death or mourning or crying or pain! (Revelation
21:4) In the moment of death, all affliction ceases.

No more physical pain,

No more emotional anguish,

No more persecution,

No more battle with the flesh.

The weary believer is finally at rest.

3. Death brings us to the immediate presence of Je-
sus.

To depart this life is, for the believer, to be “at home with
the Lord.” (2 Corinthians 5:8) “I desire to depart and be
with Christ, which is better by far!” (Philippians 1:23)
What makes Heaven, Heaven, is not the streets of
gold—but the presence of our Redeemer. To see Him
face to face, to be forever with the Lord Jesus—that is
the Christian’s greatest desire and hope.

4. Death brings the fulfillment of all of God’s prom-
ises. The believer dies, not into emptiness — but into a
priceless inheritance. “Now we see but a poor reflec-
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tion... then we shall see face to face!” (1 Corinthians
13:12) Faith will give way to sight. Hope will be swal-
lowed up in joy. The promise of eternal life will be fully
realized. The resurrection will come in God’s time, but
the soul of the believer immediately enters into the
blessings of paradise. Death opens the gate to the ever-
lasting kingdom prepared for His redeemed people be-
fore the foundation of the world.

5. Death unites the believer with the redeemed.

All the saints who have gone before us are gathered into
the presence of Jesus, rejoicing in His glory. Death for
the Christian is not isolation, but a glorious reunion.
The believer enters “the city of the living God, the heav-
enly Jerusalem” where the saints and angels dwell. (He-
brews 12:22-23) There we shall sit with the redeemed of
all ages, and together sing the song of the Lamb.

Christian, do not fear death. Jesus has taken the
sting from it. And for you, death is no longer a curse —
but a chariot of grace, carrying you into eternal glory! It
is precious to the Lord, because He is gathering His be-
loved ones to Himself. And it is precious to saints, for it
brings them the greatest gain — to be with Jesus, which is
far better!

“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now
on.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from their la-
bor, for their deeds will follow them.” (Revelation
14:13)

Charles Spurgeon, GraceGems.com
A treasury of ageless
sovereign grace devotional writings!

Run! Run Away!

Maybe you’ve seen that hilarious news footage of a
man unexpectedly coming face to face with a bear. He is
on his own property, distracted by his phone, when he
looks up right into the face of a marauding bear. The
man’s reaction is exactly what we would expect — he
turns tail and runs away as quickly as he can. A news
helicopter captured it all for our amusement.

For your soul to survive and thrive in this world,
you need to learn to flee.

There are several places in the Bible where you,
Christian, are commanded to flee, to turn tail and run
from an enemy far more vicious than any bear. You are
told to flee from sin. Some sins are so strong and so dan-
gerous that you simply cannot mess around with them.
Just like you can’t fight a bear and expect to win, you
can’t tangle with these sins and hope to emerge un-
scathed. Yes, you are to put sin to death and yes, you



can have confidence in the inward work of the Holy
Spirit. But you always need to respect the power and
deceptiveness of sin, and you always need to acknowl-
edge your weakness and proneness to depravity. For
your soul to survive and thrive in this world, you need to
learn to flee.

“Flee” is a strong word. The Bible does not tell you
to amble, meander, lope, or trot from your sin. It tells
you to flee. Fleeing involves effort. It involves strain-
ing. It involves speed. You flee when you need to find
and experience safety from a threat — a threat like a bear.
You flee when it is too dangerous to remain where you
are, when standing still would put you in mortal peril.
What are we to flee? George Knight points out that
“Paul always uses ‘flee’ in relation to particular sins, not
sins in general.” His concern, then, is to warn you about
those sins that are especially attractive and deadly.

“Flee from sexual immorality,” he says to the
church at Corinth (1 Corinthians 6:18). You are to flee
at the first hint of sexual sin. “Therefore, my beloved,
flee from idolatry” (1 Corinthians 10:14). You are to
flee idolatry too, which is so often expressed in the kind
of sexual immorality that plagued the church in Corinth,
but which may appear in other forms.

He returns to this theme in his letters to young Tim-
othy. “Those who desire to be rich fall into temptation,
into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires
that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the
love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through
this craving that some have wandered away from the
faith and pierced themselves with many pangs. But as
for you, O man of God, flee these things” (1 Timothy
6:9-11). You are to flee materialism, the desire to be
rich and to be known and respected for what you have
accumulated. And, more generally, “flee youthful pas-
sions” (2 Timothy 2:22). Paul warns Timothy of the
danger of self-indulgence and selfish ambition and the
other passions and excesses of youth.

The mature Christian knows when
to turn tail and run.

Stott provides crucial application: “True, we are
also told to withstand the devil, so that he may flee from
us. But we are to recognize sin as something dangerous
to the soul. We are not to come to terms with it, or even
negotiate with it. We are not to linger in its presence like
Lotin Sodom. On the contrary, we are to get as far away
from it as possible as quickly as possible. Like Joseph,
when Potiphar’s wife attempted to seduce him, we are to
take to our heels and run.” This kind of fleeing is not a
mark of weakness, but of strength, not of spiritual in-
fancy but maturity. The mature Christian knows when
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to turn tail and run.

Interestingly, the command to flee is sometimes ac-
companied by an opposite command — the command to
pursue. This, too, is a word that implies effort. If flee-
ing is fast and purposeful, so is pursuing — it is moving
quickly and purposefully toward instead of away from.
If fleeing involves determination and effort in sprinting
away from a vice, pursuing involves determination and
effort in racing toward a virtue.

“But as for you, O man of God, flee these things.
Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfast-
ness, gentleness” (1 Timothy 6:11). These are four cru-
cial marks of every true Christian. “So flee youthful
passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and
peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a
pure heart” (2 Timothy 2:22). Here, too, Paul tells you,
through Timothy, to strive for the key Christian virtues.
“Pursue love” (1 Corinthians 14:1), that greatest of all
virtues. “So then let us pursue what makes for peace and
for mutual upbuilding” (Romans 14:19). Peace and mu-
tual upbuilding come through the very virtues Paul else-
where commands you to pursue.

Because I can say it no better than Stott, I will give
him the concluding remarks:

So, then ... we are both to run away from spiritual
danger and to run after spiritual good, both to flee from
the one in order to escape it and to pursue the other in or-
der to attain it. This double duty of Christians — nega-
tive and positive — is the consistent, reiterated teaching
of Scripture. Thus, we are to deny ourselves and to fol-
low Christ. We are to put off what belongs to our old life
and to put on what belongs to our new life. We are to put
to death our earthly members and to set our minds on
heavenly things. We are to crucify the flesh and to walk
in the Spirit. It is the ruthless rejection of the one in
combination with the relentless pursuit of the other
which Scripture enjoins upon us as the secret of holi-
ness. Only so can we hope to be fit for the Master’s use.

Tim Challies,
https://www.challies.com/articles/run-run-away/
FEB 1, 2016

Deliverance

Deliverance from sin is far greater in

value than deliverance from affliction.

Robinson Crusoe book




Book one: What Prayer Is

“Behold, I stand at the door and knock: if any man
hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to
him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”
—REVELATION 3:20.

I doubt that I know of a passage in the whole Bible
which throws greater light upon prayer than this one does.
It is, it seems to me, the key which opens the door into the
holy and blessed realm of prayer.

To pray is to let Jesus come into our hearts.

This teaches us, in the first place, that it is not our
prayer which moves the Lord Jesus. It is Jesus who moves
us to pray. He knocks. Thereby He makes known His de-
sire to come in to us. Our prayers are always a result of Je-
sus’ knocking at our hearts’ doors.

This throws new light upon the old prophetic pas-
sages: “Before they call, I will answer; and while they are
yet speaking, I will hear.” (Isaiah 65:24) Yea, verily, be-
fore we call, He graciously makes known to us what gift
He has decided to impart to us. He knocks in order to
move us by prayer to open the door and accept the gift
which He has already appointed for us.

From time immemorial prayer has been spoken of as
the breath of the soul. And the figure is an excellent one in-
deed.

The air which our body requires envelopes us on every
hand. The air of itself seeks to enter our bodies and, for
this reason, exerts pressure upon us. It is well known that it
is more difficult to hold one’s breath than it is to breathe.
We need but exercise our organs of respiration, and air will
enter forthwith into our lungs and perform its life-giving
function to the entire body.

The air which our souls need also envelopes all of us at
all times and on all sides. God is round about us in Christ
on every hand, with His many-sided and all-sufficient
grace. All we need to do is to open our hearts.

Prayer is the breath of the soul, the organ by which we
receive Christ into our parched and withered hearts. He
says, “If any man open the door, I will come in to him.”
Notice carefully every word here. It is not our prayer
which draws Jesus into our hearts. Nor is it our prayer
which moves Jesus to come in to us.

All He needs is access. He enters in of His own ac-
cord, because He desires to come in. And He enters in
wherever He is not denied admittance.

As air enters in quietly when we breathe, and does its
normal work in our lungs, so Jesus enters quietly into our
hearts and does His blessed work there.

He calls it to “sup with us.” In Biblical language the
common meal is symbolical of intimate and joyous fellow-
ship. This affords a new glimpse into the nature of prayer,
showing us that God has designed prayer as a means of in-
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timate and joyous fellowship between God and man.
O. Hallesby, copyright 1931, in the Public Domain
(Will continue Book One of Prayer next Issue.)

Luther and Biblical Interpretation

The most famous event of 1517 is Luther’s posting of
his 95 Theses. However, in the same year Luther reached a
milestone that may be even more significant: when he fi-
nally abandoned the medieval method of interpreting the
Bible.

For centuries, the dominant way of interpreting the
Scriptures assigned four separate meanings to each thing
in Scripture. For example, when the Bible speaks about Je-
rusalem, medieval theologians said that it was talking
about 1) the city in Israel (literal), 2) the Church (allegori-
cal), 3) the soul (moral), and 4) heaven (eschatological).

Luther identified the shortcomings of this approach,
which was too often dependent upon guesswork and the
whims of the interpreter. He wrote, “It was very difficult
for me to break away from my habitual zeal for allegory.
And yet | was aware that allegories were empty specula-
tions and the froth, as it were, of the Holy Scriptures. It is
the historical sense alone which supplies the true and
sound doctrine.” (LW 1.283)

Luther identified that the Scriptures had one sense, the
literal or natural sense. This did not mean that he was a
complete literalist. For example, he stated that figures of
speech are meant to be taken figuratively. However, when
the Scriptures speak plainly, they should be taken literally
according to the normal use of language. The implication
of this approach is that the Bible is clear in its meaning and
can be understood by ordinary people.

The most important principle of interpretation that
Martin Luther used was “Scripture interprets Scripture.”
The tools for properly interpreting the Bible are contained
in the Bible itself. Thus, he delved into the New Testament
to see how Jesus and the apostles had interpreted Scripture.
There he found a valuable tool. He discovered that many
Old Testament people and institutions were to be under-
stood as types or patterns that foreshadowed and pro-
claimed the Christ, who would surpass them and fulfill
them. Thus, in his Preface to the Psalter, Luther wrote,
“The true, the only sense of the Psalms is the Christ-
sense.”

For Luther, every part of the Bible proclaimed Christ,
not apart from the literal sense but in a way that was com-
municated by the literal sense. Luther “desired to know
nothing but Christ crucified” (I Corinthians 2:2), and we
continue in that legacy when we speak the Christ-filled
message of Scripture.

Concordia College, October 23, 2017, Irvine California
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