
From Golgotha To Glory 
here are times in the lives of in di vid u als when
night set tles over the soul.  Hope has fled.  Night
reigns.  One ca lam ity af ter the other strikes home.  
And many give way to de spair.

But have you con sid ered the dark ness of the day Je -
sus died?  Has any sit u a tion ever ap peared so ut terly dark 
and hope less?

He had come as the Mes siah, the hope of Is rael, yes,
even the hope of the world.  For a brief mo ment the
crowds hailed Him as the mir a cle-man.  They even
wanted to crown Him their king.  But when the test of
loy alty came, they left Him.

In that fate ful hour of dark ness they hunted Him
down one dark night-a rab ble with sticks and stones
hunt ing Him, the Mes siah, as if He were a ra bid dog! 
And the leader of that mob was one of His dis ci ples.  Ju -
das!

They left Him to a man.  Pe ter de nied Him.  Cursed
and swore that he did not know Him.  Pe ter – the rock
man.  His lead ing dis ci ple. 

The re li gious world, His very own breth ren, con -
demned Him.  They stood in Pi late’s hall and urged that
He be cru ci fied.  They pleaded for the re lease of a mur -
derer but for the death of Je sus.   “Let Him be cru ci fied!”

They mocked and clowned around Him.  They spit
on Him.  Beat Him.  Scourged Him.  Blas phemed Him. 
Laid a cross on Him and led Him to a bar ren hill-top to be 
nailed to a pole with a cross-beam.  The Son of God-a
com pan ion of thieves and mur der ers.

He is left alone.  Demons and men unite against Him.  
The Fa ther does not hear His prayer.  Has the Fa ther of
Eter nity joined His ac cus ers?  He has turned against His

Own Son.  He has made Him the world’s great est sin ner!  
Not only that, He has made Him to be sin!  The holy law
has cursed Him!  The Fa ther’s wrath against sin has
struck Him like livid bolts of light ning.  And the world
stands by and jeers:  “He trusted in the Lord that He
would de liver Him!”

Waves of de spair sweep over His soul.  Alone He
bears the sin bur den of the whole world.  He has lost the
sense of the Fa ther’s pres ence.  With the numb ness of
death be gin ning to par a lyze Him.  He cries in a night as
dark as the cav erns of hell:  “My God, My God, why hast
Thou for saken Me?”

The Lamb of God has laid His soul on the al tar as the
eter nal and fi nal sac ri fice for sin.  The sac ri fice has been
ac cepted by the Fa ther.  And now there bursts from the
lips of the dy ing suf ferer:  “IT IS FINISHED!”

And he lays His spent body, soul and spirit into the
hands of the Fa ther and dies.

When the ter ri ble drama on Cal vary was en acted,
cre ation was con vulsed.  The sun hid its face that it might 
not wit ness the shame ful deed to which the Lord and
Cre ator of the earth was sub jected.  The earth trem bled
and shook as if in re bel lion against this treat ment of its
Maker and Sustainer.

Af ter the dark ness and death of Golgotha there fol -
lowed the light and glory of the res ur rec tion.  And here
also, cre ation re sponded with fit ting or ches tra tion.  In -
stead of the rau cous, hate-filled cries for blood there was
peace and the sing ing of birds.  In stead of the fear-laden
dark ness the sun shone on the grass spar kling with dew. 
In stead of the em is sar ies of Sa tan, an gels from the ivory
pal aces of glory waited on the Son of Man.  The head
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crowned with thorns which
had sunk so wea rily in death
is now crowned with glory,
honor and vic tory.  HE
LIVES!

As then, so now.  Men
live and op er ate ei ther in har -
mony with the hate-filled
scenes on Cal vary, or in the
gar den of the res ur rec tion
with Je sus the risen and glo -
ri fied Sav ior.

It is pos si ble for un re -
gen er ate hearts at en mity
with God to sing the songs of 
the res ur rec tion on Easter
morn ing.  But to sing that
song in har mony with saints
and an gels it must be sung by 
hearts that are born of His
Spirit and washed in the
blood of the Lamb of God.

He lives, and you may
have a meet ing with Him as
Mary Mag da lene met Him in 
the gar den.  There your sins
will be for given as you con -
fess them to Him.  There you
may join in the song of
praise to the Lamb which
was slain, but Who lives for -
ever.

“He lives, and to me He
has given this mes sage of
glory and grace; to tell to His 
friends who are weep ing that 
they too, may see His dear
face.  To me, who am least of
His loved ones is given this
word so pro found, 

Which an gels in Heaven
would gladly pro claim to
earth’s ut ter most bound.”

From the Morning Glory,
April, 1977

A. E. Windahl
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From Sadness To Gladness

I. THE DISCIPLES WERE SAD BECAUSE
THEY MISSED THE LORD

The events from Je sus’ ar rest in the Gar den un til His 
death on the cross had moved with breath-tak ing swift -
ness.  Who could have be lieved it!  The Man who had
healed the sick, fed the hun gry, raised the dead, was
Him self put to death.  Three days had wit nessed the un -
be liev able. 

Hav ing taken Je sus’ lead er ship for granted, the dis -
ci ples were now as lost sheep.  Now they met to gether to 
face, or rather, to avoid the on-slaught of the wicked
connivers that had caused Je sus’ death.  Surely, they
would fare no better than He had, if the hi er ar chy found
them.

II. THE DISCIPLES WERE GLAD WHEN THEY
AGAIN SAW THE LORD

A Chris tian who con fesses that the Lord is al mighty
and ev ery where pres ent has ex pe ri enced many sur -
prises; be cause, in his lone li ness and sad ness, he acted
as though God were dead.  The out come is easy to name.  
How of ten we have been tested, only to seek out other
Chris tians who could mourn with us, when we should
have re joiced in a liv ing Christ.

And then co mes Je sus and proves Him self faith ful. 
He has al ways done that, but we have for got ten it.  We
are so close to sink ing that the bil lows of un be lief are
about to fill our lungs; then in the midst of our de spair
the Sav iour co mes and says:  “Be not faith less, but be -
liev ing.”

But one fine thing is said of those dis ci ples, “...they
were glad when they saw the Lord.”  More is stated here
than at first meets the eye.  It was with a good mo tive
that they had met to gether.  Je sus had not been with
them for a while; now when they saw Him they were
glad, for they had been long ing af ter Je sus.  Though sin
has made many peo ple sad, are they al ways glad at
meet ing Christ?  Well, it de pends on what they in tend to
do about that sin.  Many hug their sins to their bosom,
while they are un will ing to meet Je sus.  Oth ers say: 
“My Lord and my God.”

III. WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THIS
INCIDENT?

Holy Thurs day and Good Fri day are won der ful
days in our lives, but God gave us Easter, too, that we
might pass from death unto eter nal life, like as Je sus
rose tri um phantly from the grave. 

A pa rish io ner of mine once told me not to look for

her in church Easter Sunday since she had been un able
to se cure the new clothes she wanted.  I an swered her
that the pas tor had no new clothes ei ther, but that he
would be in church:  God had given him a new heart. 
This lady came to church.  Prob a bly no one no ticed her
“old clothes.”

What can we learn from this re cord of sad ness and
glad ness?  We learn that doubt had to flee when the dis -
ci ples rec og nized Je sus by the spear-wound and
nail-prints He bore.  Do we doubt God’s love, God’s re -
demp tion, God’s pres ence, God’s power?  Thomas is of -
ten held up as an ex am ple of an un be liever, but we note
that the pres ence of Je sus caused him to ac knowl edge
the de ity and Lord ship of Christ.  Would to God that
more peo ple were like “doubt ing Thomas.”

Our text speaks of “life through His Name.”  Life! 
What is this life?  It is a new life; it is eter nal life; it is a
faith life; it is a vic to ri ous life, an over com ing life be -
cause it is God’s life, given to us in the new birth.

And to you who are not a be liever the “re cord” says:  
“He that hath the SON hath LIFE; and he that hath NOT
the Son of God hath NOT life.”   Will you re ceive God’s
Easter Gift now and live?  Christ has no prob lem in en -
ter ing through closed doors, but the door to your heart
only you can open.

Karl Stendal, from the Morning Glory, April of 1959

]   ]   ]   ]   ]   ]   ]

Unfathomable Oceans of Grace

“Let us fix our eyes on Je sus!” He brews 12:2

For ev ery look at self – take ten looks at Christ! 
Live near to Je sus – and all things will ap pear lit tle to
you in com par i son with eter nal re al i ties.

How many mil lions of daz zling pearls and gems are
at this mo ment hid den in the deep re cesses of the ocean
caves.  Like wise, un fath om able oceans of grace are in
Christ for you.  Dive and dive again – you will never
come to the bot tom of these depths!

When you gaze upon the sun – it makes ev ery thing
else dark; when you taste honey – it makes ev ery thing
else taste less. 

 Like wise, when your soul feeds on Je sus – it takes
away the sweet ness of all earthly things; praise, plea -
sure, fleshly lusts, all lose their sweet ness.

Keep a con tin ued gaze!  Run, look ing unto Je sus. 
So will the world be cru ci fied to you – and you unto

the world! (Gal 6:14-note)

Robert Murray McCheyne, GraceGems.com
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Come, Lord Jesus

When I be came a Lu theran, one of the few things
about my new church that I did not love was the Com -
mon Ta ble Prayer that ev ery one in my con gre ga tion
would say be fore meals:

Come, Lord Je sus, be our guest,
And let these gifts to us be blest.

This struck me as a chil dren’s prayer, like “God is
great, God is good” and “Now I lay me down to sleep.” 
Noth ing wrong with them, but they sound like sing song
nurs ery rhymes.  I much pre ferred the cat e chism’s ta ble
prayer with its strong Bib li cal core from Psalm
145:15–16:  “The eyes of all look to you, O Lord.”

But lit tle did I know the depth of the Com mon Ta ble 
Prayer and why Lu ther ans love it.  This prayer also has a 
strong Bib li cal core:  “Come, Lord Je sus”  is the last
prayer in the Bi ble (Rev. 22:20).  More over, it is pretty
much the last word of the Bi ble, ap pear ing next to the
last verse of Rev e la tion, just be fore the clos ing bene dic -
tion and the fi nal “Amen.”

Scrip ture ends with a prayer for Je sus to re turn.  The 
church prays for His re turn un til that hap pens.  But it is
also a prayer for Je sus to come in the Gos pel.  A few
verses ear lier, the Book of Rev e la tion re veals this to be
the word of the Holy Spirit, the word of the church as the 
Bride of Christ, the word of those who hear this Word of
God — namely, us — and also the one “who is thirsty”
and in need of grace:

The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the
one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is
thirsty come; let the one who de sires take the wa ter of
life with out price. (Rev. 22:17)

The Com mon Ta ble Prayer asks Je sus to come into
a hum ble con text, the fam ily gath ered to gether for a
meal.  “Be our guest.”  Join us.  We wel come You into
our home and to our ta ble.

God gives us this day our daily bread by means of
farm ers and bak ers, but also through the “bread win -
ners” and the hands that pre pared our meal.  Thus, God
is pres ent when we sit around the ta ble with our fam ily
to en joy a good meal. 

The 19th-cen tury Ger man art ist, Fritz von Uhde, a
de vout Lu theran, made a paint ing of this prayer.  It
shows an or di nary peas ant fam ily sit ting around a ta ble
and then Je sus walks in.  They stand to greet Him, with
bows and shy looks, as they would with any guest.  Je -
sus, the Lord of the uni verse, has come to this hum ble
fam ily to be with them.

When we call upon the name of Je sus, as we do in
this prayer, He is pres ent with us.  “For where two or

three are gath ered in my name, there am I among them”
(Matt. 18:20).

The prayer also ac knowl edges that our food and
sus te nance are “gifts.”  We re ceive “ev ery thing that has
to do with the sup port and needs of the body,”  in the
words of the Small Cat e chism, from the hands of our
gra cious God (SC, Lord’s Prayer).

The con cept of “gift” is im por tant for Lutheranism. 
Our sal va tion is not a mat ter of “wages,” of get ting com -
pen sated for our work (Rom. 4:4).  In deed, our work has 
merely earned us death:  “For the wages of sin is death,”
says St. Paul, “but the free gift of God is eter nal life in
Christ Je sus our Lord” (Rom. 6:23).  Sal va tion is not our 
do ing, but the gift of God’s grace.  “For by grace you
have been saved through faith.  And this is not your own
do ing; it is the gift of God” (Eph. 2:8).

What is true in God’s spir i tual king dom is also true
in God’s earthly king dom.  Our life is His gift.  Our vo -
ca tions in the home, the work place, the so ci ety and the
church are His gift.  Thus, our spouse, our chil dren and
the other mem bers of our fam ily are His gifts.  And the
food that we are about to eat, af ter we pray, is His gift.

We pray that God will bless these gifts.  And that He 
will bless them “to us.”  They will be for our good. 

This prayer helps us re flect on Christ’s pres ence and 
God’s gifts even in some thing as or di nary as eat ing a
meal.  We now say it in our home, too.

January 7, 2021  By Gene Edward Veith

4

Our Fel low Chris tians

The way we treat our fel low Chris tians is very im -
por tant to the Lord and even some thing that will be
judged at our fi nal ac count ing on Judg ment Day.

For Je sus will say to the saved, “‘For I was hun gry,
and you gave Me some thing to eat; I was thirsty, and
you gave Me drink; I was a stranger, and you in vited
Me in; na ked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and
you vis ited Me; I was in prison, and you came to
Me.’”   “Then the righ teous will an swer Him, say -
ing, ‘Lord, when did we see You hun gry, and feed
You, or thirsty, and give You drink?  ‘And when did
we see You a stranger, and in vite You in, or na ked,
and clothe You?  ‘And when did we see You sick, or in 
prison, and come to You?’  “And the King will an -
swer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the ex -
tent that you did it to one of these broth ers of Mine,
even the least of them, you did it to Me.’” 

(Mat thew 25:35-40)
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Ed i to rial
Wayne Almlie

The Cross
“For the Word of the Cross is to those who are perishing foolishness, but to us who

are being saved it is the power of God.”
(I Cor. 1:18)

The cross – an in stru ment of tor ture and death – has
be come the pre-em i nent sym bol of the Chris tian
church.  In that sin gle im age, we be hold the full range
of God’s at trib utes held in per fect bal ance.  At the
cross we see God’s ho li ness, righ teous ness, jus tice,
sov er eignty, and wrath, as well as His im mea sur able
love.  No where else in Scrip ture is the char ac ter of
God so clearly and fully dis played.

Some have sug gested that if Je sus had been ex e cuted
by hang ing, the church might dis play a noose, or if He
had been stoned, a pile of rocks.  But Scrip ture makes
clear that the cross was no ac ci dent of his tory.  This
plan was con ceived in eter nity, be fore the foun da tions
of the world were laid.  It was fore told pro phet i cally –
most viv idly in Psalm 22 and Isa iah 53 – cen tu ries be -
fore the Romans in vented cru ci fix ion.

As Paul writes in Galatians 4:4–5, “When the full ness
of the time had come, God sent forth His Son… to re -
deem those who were un der the law.”  The cross oc -
curred at pre cisely the right mo ment in hu man his tory,
ac cord ing to God’s sov er eign de sign.

In all of his tory, only cru ci fix ion com bined pro longed, 
con scious suf fer ing with pub lic spec ta cle.  Vic tims
some times lin gered for days.  This al lowed for the full
out work ing of hu man cru elty, and more im por tantly,
the out pour ing of di vine wrath against sin.  Je sus Him -
self said, “No one takes My life from Me, but I lay it
down of My self” (John 10:18).  Cru ci fix ion alone al -
lowed Him to give up His life vol un tarily rather than
have it taken.

Though Je sus suf fered ter ri bly at the hands of Jews
and Romans, it was not ul ti mately their ac tions that
caused His death.  When the sol diers came to break
His legs, they were as ton ished that He was al ready
dead.  He had been on the cross only about six hours. 
At the ap pointed mo ment, He yielded His spirit.

Paul re minded the Co rin thi ans that he re solved to
know noth ing among them ex cept “Je sus Christ and
Him cru ci fied.”  The cross is the cen ter of the gos pel
and the foun da tion of all bib li cal truth.  It di vides his -
tory it self—be fore Christ and af ter.  For nearly two

thou sand years, God has used the mes sage of the cross
to awaken sin ners and save souls.

Let us con sider sev eral as pects of the cross:  its cer -
tainty, its joy, its wrath, its love, its scan dal, and its
call.

The Cer tainty of the Cross

Je sus de clared, “As Mo ses lifted up the ser pent in the
wil der ness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up”
(John 3:14).  The word must leaves no room for
chance.  The cross was not op tional, nor was it avoid -
able.  Though much about foreordination re mains
mys te ri ous, this much is clear:  Christ’s death was pre -
des tined.  The cross stood im mov able in God’s eter nal
pur pose.

The Joy of the Cross

He brews 12:2 tells us that Je sus en dured the cross “for
the joy that was set be fore Him.”  Dur ing His earthly
hu mil i a tion, He did not live in par a lyz ing dread of the
cross.  He ap proached it will ingly.  Un like the Pass -
over lambs be fore Him—un know ing vic tims—Je sus
knew ex actly why He had come.

Just days be fore His cru ci fix ion He said, “Now My
soul is trou bled… but for this pur pose I came to this
hour” (John 12:27).  His su preme con cern was the
glory of His Fa ther.  That was the joy set be fore Him.

Isa iah 53:10 de clares, “It pleased the LORD to bruise
Him.”  Not be cause the Fa ther de lights in suf fer ing,
but be cause He knew the out come, the sal va tion of
many.  Fa ther and Son went to gether to the cross so
that we might be re deemed by the blood of the Lamb. 
Je sus en dured with joy be cause He knew what His suf -
fer ing would ac com plish.

The Wrath in the Cross

The cross gives us the clear est rev e la tion of God’s
wrath against sin.  In the Gar den of Geth sema ne, Je sus
prayed, “Take this cup away from Me; nev er the less,
not what I will, but what You will” (Mark 14:36).

What was in the cup?  It was not merely phys i cal suf -
fer ing.  To sug gest that Je sus shrank back in fear of
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Ed i tor: I know many felt with the last elec tion that
we had turned a cor ner, that fewer ba bies would be mur -
dered, fewer chil dren would be ex per i mented on with
meat ball sur gery, The church would be free to preach
the Gos pel with out Gov ern ment in ter fer ence. But let’s
not fool our selves, at best we are at a pause, when the
lib er als gain power again, it will be as if all hell will be
un leashed on the world; which is what the Bi ble says
will hap pen right be fore Christ re turns. Make sure you

and your fam ily are ready!
 “Blessed are you when men hate you, and os tra cize

you, and in sult you, and scorn your name as evil, for the
sake of the Son of Man. (Luke 6:22)

pain is un think able, es pe cially when count less mar tyrs 
faced death sing ing hymns of praise.  Scrip ture speaks
of the “cup of wrath,”  the “cup of trem bling,”  and the
“cup of fury” (Jer. 25:15).  This was the cup Je sus
faced—the full fury of God’s righ teous judg ment
against sin.

The phys i cal suf fer ings of Je sus were real and nec es -
sary.  The Old Tes ta ment sac ri fices were in ten tion ally
graphic.  The wor shiper laid hands on the lamb, sym -
bol i cally trans fer ring guilt, then watched as the in no -
cent an i mal was slain.  Blood had to be shed.  Sin
re quired death.

Those sac ri fices pre pared us to un der stand the cross. 
The suf fer ing of Je sus re veals how griev ous our sin is
to God.  Yet what caused Je sus to trem ble was not the
nails or the scourg ing, but the pros pect of bear ing His
Fa ther’s wrath.  If Christ re coiled at that judg ment,
how ter ri ble will it be for those who face God with out
a Sav ior?

The Love in the Cross

This is the as pect of the cross most of ten preached, and 
rightly so.  “God dem on strates His own love to ward
us, in that while we were still sin ners, Christ died for
us” (Rom. 5:8).  Yet even here Paul ties love and wrath
to gether:  hav ing been jus ti fied by His blood, we are
“saved from wrath through Him.”

“In this is love,”  John writes, “not that we loved God,
but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the pro pi ti -
a tion for our sins” (1 John 4:10).  Be fore sal va tion, we
did not love God.  Our love is al ways a re sponse to
His.

John 3:16 de clares that God so loved the world that He 
gave.  God is al ways the ini ti a tor.  In Eden, He sought
fallen Adam.  He found Noah, called Abra ham, pur -
sued Gid eon, and sought His dis ci ples.  He found Paul
on the road to Da mas cus.  God ini ti ates sal va tion by

giv ing His Son.  The cross set tles for ever the truth that
God is love.

The Scan dal of the Cross

To the world, the cross is of fen sive.  Paul writes that
Christ cru ci fied is a stum bling block to Jews and fool -
ish ness to Gentiles (1 Cor. 1:23).  The word stum bling
block means scan dal, and fool ish ness im plies ab sur -
dity.

This re mains a test for the church.  If the mes sage we
preach does not of fend the world, it is not the gos pel. 
Much of mod ern Chris tian ity seeks ap proval, through
seeker-friendly meth ods and a di luted so cial gos pel. 
But the true gos pel con fronts hu man pride and of fends
worldly wis dom.  The cross ex poses our sin and de -
clares that sal va tion co mes only through Christ.

The Call of the Cross

Finally, the cross makes a de mand on ev ery per son. 
Je sus said, “If any one de sires to come af ter Me, let him 
deny him self, take up his cross daily, and fol low Me”
(Luke 9:23).  There are no ex cep tions.  Taking up the
cross is not a one-time de ci sion, but a daily sur ren der.

To fol low Christ is to die, to our self-rule, our am bi -
tions, our be lief that we can save our selves.  Only
those who die can be born again.

Je sus de layed go ing to Laz a rus so that no one could
doubt he was truly dead.  In the same way, we must
rec og nize our spir i tual death.  Paul said the law killed
him; it ex posed his wretch ed ness and left him cry ing
out for de liv er ance.  We are dead in our tres passes and
sins, and only Je sus can raise us to new life.

As we re flect dur ing this Easter sea son on the suf fer -
ing, death, and res ur rec tion of Christ, let us fix our
hearts on the cross, its cer tainty, its joy, its wrath, its
love, its scan dal, and its call.



From the Fellowship Circle

A.&D. H. Twin Val ley MN
As You Wrote: James 5:8 “The com ing of the Lord
draweth nigh.”

Thank you again for all the ar ti cles in the Morn ing
glory!!!  It bright ens my day to day and many days.

Truth speak ing and writ ing the truth!  “The Se cret of
Thanksgiving.”  WOW what an ar ti cle.  Thanks for re -
print ing this!  Then the next, “What’s wrong with you
peo ple!”  It helped me to take a good look at my self
again.

Then the Ar ti cle on Thanksgiving Day:  It was and is re -
mark able.  The Ed i to rial by Wayne Almlie, “By
Works?”  I want to get a hold of Don ald Trump and
Vance.  I would show them how to be Born Again. 

Just want to thank you for all the ar ti cles.  Have a
blessed Thanksgiving. 

In Christ Je sus,

C. N. Inver Grove, MN
To Mr. Joel Zeltinger, and all the men who make the
pub li ca tion: Morn ing Glory:  Thank you for bas ing all
your ar ti cles on Scrip ture – alone.  The Bi ble is our fi nal
Au thor ity.  Pray for our na tion.  With ap pre ci a tion,

J & D. O. Worden, MT
We are blessed with the good, truth ful ar ti cles in your
“Morn ing Glory”.   I was born again at 59th Street
Church in Brook lyn, NY in 1943.  We moved to our
farm near Ep ping N.D.  in 1946.  My par ents started a
Sunday School and morn ing ser vice in our lo cal town -
ship hall.

We were ac tive in “Hauge Fed er a tion” home and tent
meet ings with good, hon est, in the word preach ers.  I
went to Chris tian Schools in Se at tle and Fergus Falls,
MN.  We now have chil dren, grand chil dren and great
grand chil dren and are blessed!  Our Main Goal is to be
in the truth of God’s Word. 

En closed is a do na tion and many thanks. 

R. S.  Ferryvile, WI
“Thank you for send ing the Morn ing Glory to me and
my fam ily.   En closed is a check for $____________ to
help spread the gos pel.” 

N.T. Boca Raton FL
Thank you for con tin u ing to write the Be liev able…Un -

be liev able.

It gives us much to pray for.  What is hap pen ing in the
USA is “Un be liev able. 

Sin cerely In Christ,

Ashamed of Je sus?

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto salvation to
everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and
also to the Greek.”  (Romans 1:16)

A young boy and his par ents came into a Pull man
car one eve ning.  The par ents kissed him good-by and
left.  When the boy saw the other pas sen gers press a but -
ton for the por ter to come and make their beds ready, he
did the same.  Af ter his bed was made, a min is ter and
two busi ness men watched him pull out a Bi ble from his
suit case and read it.  Then a lit tle red in the face, he knelt 
by his bed in prayer.  One of the busi ness men re marked,
“This is some thing I have n’t seen since my mother did it 
long ago.”  Then turn ing back to the min is ter, he said,
“How do you get back to the right way again af ter you
have once strayed?”

The pas tor was able to lead both busi ness men to the
Lord that night.  He said af ter ward that it was the boy
who did it, not he.

My friend, are you ashamed of Je sus Christ and His
Gos pel of power?  Would you like to lead one soul to Je -
sus?  Then pray that you may be a brave Chris tian and
not hide your light un der a bushel.

O God and Fa ther in Heaven, Of ten I am afraid to let 
oth ers know that I love Thee, and there fore I need Thy
help.  Thank Thee, Lord, that Thou wast not ashamed of
me.  In Je sus’ name.  Amen.

Ashamed of Je sus!  sooner far
Let eve ning blush to own a star;
He sheds the beams of light di vine
O’er this be nighted soul of mine.

Ashamed of Je sus! that dear Friend,
On whom my hopes of Heav’n de pend!
No!  when I blush, be this my shame,
That I no more re vere His name.

Family Alter Readings, R. P. Haakonson
© Copyright 1956 Moody Bi ble In sti tute
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Unbelievable…Yet Believable

Judge’s Ruling Blocks Maine Mom
from Taking Her Daughter to
Christmas Church Services

A Maine judge’s court or der pre vented a mother from 
tak ing her own daugh ter to Christ mas church ser vices.

Now the Maine Su preme Ju di cial Court is set to
weigh in on whether the lower court over stepped its lim -
its when it barred Em ily Bickford from read ing the Bi ble
to her 12-year-old daugh ter or tak ing her to church for
over a year. 

Ac cord ing to Lib erty Coun sel, Ava’s par ents were
never mar ried, but Bickford main tained pri mary cus tody
of Ava, while her fa ther had vis i ta tion rights. 

Af ter at tend ing Cal vary Cha pel for three years,
young Ava de cided to be bap tized.  She shared the ex cit -
ing news with her fa ther.  How ever, the news re port edly
en raged him.

Lib erty Coun sel con tends that the fa ther found “an
ACLU judge” and “flew in a Marx ist for mer so ci ol ogy
pro fes sor from Cal i for nia” to tes tify that Cal vary Cha pel
or any Bi ble-be liev ing churches, for that mat ter, are
“cults” that are “psy cho log i cally det ri men tal.”

The Port land Dis trict Court sided with Ava’s fa ther
and found that Bickford is “a fit par ent ex cept for the fact
that she is a Chris tian,”  ex plained Lib erty Coun sel in a
press state ment. 

By Talia Wise, CBN News, the latest news from a
distinctly Christian perspective.  12-29-2025

Liberals in Canada back proposal to
remove religious exemption from hate
speech laws

The Ca na dian gov ern ment is ad vanc ing leg is la tion
— known as Bill C-9, the Com bat ing Hate Act — that
would re form the coun try’s hate-speech pro vi sions in the
Crim i nal Code.

The pro posed changes to Can ada’s hate-speech laws
un der Bill C-9, the Com bat ing Hate Act, which would re -
move a long stand ing re li gious ex emp tion in the Crim i nal
Code.  Cur rently, Sec tion 319(3)(b) pro tects in di vid u als
from hate-speech pros e cu tion when they ex press views
grounded in sin cere re li gious be lief or scrip ture, pro vided 
the ex pres sion is made in good faith.  This safe guard has
his tor i cally al lowed clergy and be liev ers to dis cuss re li -
gious teach ings, even on con tro ver sial moral is sues,
with out au to matic crim i nal li a bil ity.

To se cure sup port from the Bloc Québécois, the fed -
eral gov ern ment has agreed to elim i nate this ex emp tion. 
Sup port ers ar gue the change is nec es sary to pre vent re li -
gious lan guage from be ing used to shield harm ful or hate -
ful speech and to mod ern ize the law amid ris ing
hate-re lated in ci dents.  Crit ics, par tic u larly Chris tian or -
ga ni za tions, con tend the ex emp tion’s re moval was a late
po lit i cal com pro mise in tro duced with out suf fi cient con -
sul ta tion.

Faith groups warn that re mov ing the ex emp tion cre -
ates le gal un cer tainty for Chris tians en gaged in preach -
ing, evan ge lism, or moral teach ing.  With out a clear
stat u tory safe guard, re li gious speech touch ing on pro -
tected groups could face greater scru tiny, po ten tially
lead ing to com plaints, in ves ti ga tions, or self-cen sor ship. 
While the gov ern ment main tains that re li gious free dom
re mains pro tected un der the Ca na dian Char ter of Rights
and Free doms, op po nents ar gue this shifts the bur den
onto be liev ers to de fend their rights through costly le gal
chal lenges.

“End Time Headlines” is a ministry founded, owned,
and operated by Ricky Scaparo.  Taken from their Dec.

12, 2025 issue.

Death Is Not The End

When Adam was in the Gar den of Eden, God em -
phat i cally prom ised him that he would die that very day. 
“From any tree of the gar den you may eat freely; but from 
the tree of the knowl edge of good and evil you shall not
eat, for in the day that you eat from it you shall surely
die.” (Gen. 2:16-17)  When Even and Adam were de -
ceived by the Ser pent, they ate the for bid den fruit and
they died that very day.  But they did not fall over dead,
but rather went and hid them selves from the pres ence of
the Lord.  This shows us what death re ally is:  Sep a ra tion.  
Phys i cal death is the sep a ra tion of the body from the soul
(which hap pened to Adam and Eve later).  Spir i tual death 
is the sep a ra tion of the soul from God, along with the res -
ur rected body on the last day.  The soul of man is eter nal. 
Ei ther you will die and your soul will in stantly go to
heaven with the Lord or you will die and your soul will
in stantly be sep a rated from God in hell.  It all de pends
with what you do with Je sus in this life-time.  God is eter -
nal and His cre ation of the soul of man kind is eter nal and
noth ing will bring that to ever cease. 
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The Glory Road

I dragged my weary feet one day up the nar row wind -
ing street that led to the tem ple of God.  I had heard that
there, God would meet His peo ple, and that even sin ners
might find Him there.  In my soul there was the an guish of 
hell, for day and night the bur den of my sins rested
heavily, and in my con science there could be no peace. 
There lay the tem ple in all its glory with the rays of the
set ting sun re flected in its beau ti ful gold-in laid mo sa ics.

Be fore me there trudged, one ahead of the other, two
men who were, as I guessed, on their way to wor ship
God.  I de cided to fol low.  And be cause it bol stered up my 
flag ging cour age to see his bold ness, I dropped my foot -
steps just be hind his who with haughty steps marched
straight into the tem ple of the Most High.  In sur prise I
fol lowed as he brushed boldly past both saint and sin ner. 
Straight up to the holy place of God he walked.  Nor did
he look to right or left till he had reached that part of the
sanc tu ary where no one re mains long ex cept on his knees.  
Once there, he looked about im pa tiently till he was sure
that ev ery eye was fixed upon him.  Then os ten ta tiously
he folded his arms across his breast and be gan to pray (or
was it boast), “thus with him self” (no tice those words): 
“God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are,
extortioners, un just, adul ter ers, or even as this pub li can.  I 
fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I pos sess.” 

Clearly, I heard him.  No one could miss the re sound -
ing em pha sis of ev ery word.  And the oft re peated “I”
ech oed and re-ech oed through the vaulted space that had
been re served only for the wor ship of the Most High God.  
I heard ev ery word.  No, there could be no mis take.  But
hear ing him, I knew within my self that he did not know
God.  He did not know Him at all.  He had never been be -
fore His pres ence, never seen Him in His ho li ness and in
His aw ful jus tice.  He did not know Him at all.  He did not
know Him who turns His face against the un righ teous and 
against all those who ex alt them selves.  What trag edy was 
here!

At last, I could bear to hear no more.  I turned to flee
from this aw ful blas phemy, from the sac ri lege of such
mouthings as even one such as I could dis cern were an
abom i na tion to God.  I turned to flee from the wrath of
Him whose righ teous ness had so griev ously been of -
fended.

But as I ran, all of a sud den, I re mem bered that other
man.  How dif fer ent had been his bear ing!  How hum ble
his de meanor!  How halt ing his steps!  How trou bled and
de spair ing his coun te nance!  In very truth – I re mem bered 
it now – he had been more like the man I rec og nized as
my self, – weary, dis cour aged, sad, with the load of a great 

bur den vis i bly op press ing his soul.
And so I turned again to find him.  All through that

great tem ple did I search for him.  But no where could he
be seen.  For you must re mem ber the tem ple was large,
and the cor ri dors many.

But there at last he was, all by him self, hid den away
in the dark re cesses of one of the many side-cha pels, and
there I saw him as he care fully looked all about him to see
if he were alone with God.  Alone with God.  Stand ing
qui etly there in the shadow of a great pil lar I watched him
very closely, be cause in my own soul now I rec og nized
my kin ship with him.

And then I saw what he did.  With a great sigh of an -
guish, he fell on his knees.  He be gan to smite his breast as 
only the lost do.  His heart was bro ken, I knew.  His tears
be gan to flow.  At last that hushed si lence was bro ken by
the cry of his soul:  “O God, be mer ci ful to me a sin ner.” 
Trans fixed I watched; for was it not the cry of my own
soul, so long ago?

Then sud denly all was changed.  Like a mir a cle it
hap pened.  A strange light that is not seen on land or sea
came upon his coun te nance.  The deep lines of care and
de spair seemed sud denly to dis ap pear.  Peace was there
such as I have never seen be fore, – the peace of heaven,
the peace of God.  I saw him arise.  And he walked qui etly 
out of the tem ple.  When he passed me where I stood be -
hind the pil lar, I saw there was only joy and a great hap pi -
ness in his heart.  I knew that he had been in the pres ence
of God, and that some how now he walked away “jus ti -
fied,”  be cause his sins had all been taken away.

How had it hap pened?  I could not wait to ques tion. 
Al most be fore the ech oes of his foot steps had died away, I 
had dropped upon my knees where he had knelt.  I beat
upon my breast in the great an guish of my soul.  My heart
was bro ken.  I knew all at once that noth ing I could do
would avail.  My tears gushed forth, so that I could no
lon ger see where I was. And at last there poured from my
lips the con fes sion of the sin ner who has gone all the way
into the shad ows:

Just as I am, with out one plea
But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bid’st me come to Thee,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come!

My tears flowed and flowed.  And my heart was bro -
ken!

Then of a sud den I felt the pres ence of One whose
form was as of the Son of Man.

Qui etly He laid His hand upon my fe vered brow. 
Qui etly again did He speak to my soul:  Son, be of good
cheer!  Thy sins are all for given thee!  Go thy way, and sin 
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no more!
And my tears flowed til my face was bathed with

their salty wet ness.  But now they were tears of joy, be -
cause into my heart had crept that peace that “passeth all 
un der stand ing,”  the very peace of God.  I knew my sins
were for given, the pun ish ment re moved, the de spair of
hell gone.  And I un der stood the sig nif i cance of Cal vary, 
the mean ing of the Cross, the for giv ing power of the full 
atone ment, the over whelm ing glory of Christ’s re deem -
ing grace.

So now my cry is still: God be mer ci ful to me a sin -
ner!  But I know that its mean ing has changed. For He
has had mercy upon my poor soul!

“If we con fess our sins, he is faith ful and just to for -
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un righ teous -
ness” (1 John 1:9).  “And the blood of Je sus Christ his
Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).

And so the Geth sema ne Road has led on to the
Glory Road af ter all, and Je sus Christ has be come the
Sav ior of my soul. 

N.M.Ylvisaker, Copyright 
© Augsburg Publishing House 1933

THE SHADOW OF THE CROSS

The cross stands on the al tar of heaven.  Its shadow
falls across all hu man his tory.  In the di vine
plan of cre ation and re demp tion the Son of God was
“slain from the foun da tion of the world.”  The cross was
graven on His heart be fore it was raised on Cal vary, Its
cross-beams were the fo cus in time of the eter nal prayer, 

“Not my will, but thine, be done.”  Its hu mil i a tion was
the rev e la tion of the com plete sur ren der of a self-sac ri -
fic ing “kenosis,”  an emp ty ing of Self, long be fore the
his tor i cal man i fes ta tion of sav ing love unto the ut ter -
most.

In the fulness of time Je sus took upon Him self “my
will,”  in or der that it might be crossed by “Thy will,”  in
His life and in His death.  “Thy will” over against “My
will” was the prayer of His en tire life on earth, and its
“Amen” was the “It is fin ished” of the an swer.

The cross is there fore the cen tral sym bol of our
Chris tian faith.  “Christ and him cru ci fied” is its one
mes sage and it is the con sum ma tion of all type and
proph ecy.  It is the se cret and key of all his tory.  It is the
shin ing sun of the New Cov e nant world.

That shadow im plies a light which casts the shadow, 
and the light is God’s sav ing grace.  Through the cross
and by its means the glory of re deem ing love shines out
into the dark ness of spir i tual chaos.  Once more in the
cre ative lan guage of the cross God said, “Let there be
light!” and there was light.  The light of eter nal truth, the 
light of di vine jus tice and righ teous ness, the light of re -
deem ing love, the light of a new hope, the light of a
heav enly home-it all ra di ates from the cross of “the suf -
fer ing Ser vant of Je ho vah.”

The Phar i sees said, “Let him now come down from
the cross and we will be lieve on him.”  The Chris tian
says, “Be cause He stayed on the cross, we be lieve on
Him,”  When He could have come down, when there re -
mained no ap par ent rea son why He should re main on
the cross, for saken as it seemed by both God and men,
when the is sue was noth ing but fail ure and ut ter de feat,
when right and truth and good ness had proved un avail -
ing and dark ness had fi nally tri umphed, when Christ
tasted the death of sep a ra tion from the liv ing God and
was a re jected curse, we be lieve on Him.  Be cause all
hell spent all its power to com pel Him to dis obe di ence
and failed to force the prayer from His lips, “Not Thy
will, but mine, be done,”  we be lieve on Him.  The cross
of de feat be came the throne of vic tory, Di vine love is
might ier than the sword of the ty rant dic ta tor, be he
devil or man.  The Lamb that is in the midst of the throne 
shall reign till He has put all en e mies un der His feet.

Mean while across the ages we hear a voice, “O Je -
ru sa lem, Je ru sa lem, if thou hadst known, in this thy day,
the things which be long unto thy peace!”  but above and
through the rag ing of the na tions we hear the same voice 
pro claim ing the prom ise, “The king dom of the world is
be come the king dom of our Lord and of His Christ, and
He shall reign for ever and ever.”  — CJS.

C.J. Sodergren “The Bible Banner,” March 1939

A Touch From Heaven

  “One touch from Heaven: 

Brings us to our knees, 

Sets us on our feet, 

Opens our lips 

Strength ens us to will and to do that
which is good.”  

Matt. Henry



Today’s Christian Music – Part V
This is the fifth in a se ries of ar ti cles on mu sic used in

Chris tian ity to day.  I will be com par ing it with the Scrip -
tures to see if it lines up with the Bib li cal Stan dards for
Chris tian Mu sic.

Lu ther and Mu sic – Part I

Some main tain that Mar tin Lu ther used pop u lar sec -
u lar mu sic as the source for his mu sic.  In fact, many
peo ple quote Mar tin Lu ther as say ing, “Why should the
devil have all the good tunes?”  I have never read where
Lu ther ac tu ally said that as far as re corded in his writ -
ings.  If any reader has this quote from Lu ther’s works
(and not just some body quot ing an other au thor), please
for ward it to me. 

Be cause of this, some main tain that Mar tin Lu ther
used pop u lar sec u lar mu sic as the source for his mu sic. 
Steve Miller writes,

The mod els for his [Lu ther’s] lyr ics were the
pop u lar bal lads of his day.  The tunes were bor -
rowed from Ger man folk songs, the mu sic of
the masses, and even a hymn of Mary.  Lu ther
was not [as] con cerned with the as so ci a tion or
or i gin of the tunes as he was with their abil ity to
com mu ni cate truth. 1

If this is true, then to day’s Christian mu si cians are
only us ing the same method which Lu ther did.  This is
es pe cially im por tant since one im por tant as pect of the
Lu theran Ref or ma tion was in sti tut ing con gre ga tional
singing.

In re sponse to this charge, Rob ert Harrell notes the
fol low ing about Lu ther and his source for Chris tian mu -
sic:

Of the mel o dies on Lu ther’s 37 cho rales, 15
were com posed by Lu ther him self, 13 came
from Latin hymns of Latin ser vice mu sic, 4
were de rived from Ger man re li gious folk songs, 
2 had orig i nally been re li gious pil grims’ songs,
2 are of un known or i gin, and one came di rectly
from a sec u lar folk song. . . .

The one sec u lar song that was used in its en -
tirety as a tune for a cho rale has an in ter est ing
his tory as a cho rale mel ody.  The tune co mes
from a pop u lar pre-Ref or ma tion sec u lar folk
song, “I Ar rived from an Alien Coun try” and
was first used in a cho rale as the mel ody for Lu -
ther’s fa mous Christ mas hymn for chil dren,
“From Heaven on High I Come to You,” the

first stanza of which Lu ther pat terned af ter the
folk song.  The 1535 edi tion of Klug’s hym nal,
the ear li est ex ist ing source of “I Have Come
Down,” used the folksong tune with Lu ther’s
words, but the Schumann hym nal of 1539 as -
signs an orig i nal tune by Lu ther to the cho rale. 
Since Lu ther helped with both hym nals, it is ap -
par ent that both the orig i nal and the change
were pro duced with his full sup port.  In Babst’s
Geystiche Lie der, Lu ther’s tune is used for both
“I Have Come Down” and “The Host of An gels
De scended from Heaven.”  Af ter Lu ther’s
death, the folksong tune which had been used
for “I Have Come Down” be came the tune for
“The Host of An gels De scended from Heaven.”

The his tory of this par tic u lar cho rale mel ody
raises the ques tions of why a folksong tune was
cho sen for a cho rale, why it was then re jected
and an orig i nal tune sub sti tuted for it, and why
it was later used as the tune for a dif fer ent cho -
rale.  Ulrich S. Leupold thinks that the folksong
mel ody was dis carded be cause Lu ther felt that
tune was “some what too in sipid” for his cho -
rale.  Paul Nettl, on the other hand, says it was
be cause “Lu ther was em bar rassed to hear the
tune of his Christ mas hymn sung in inns and
dance halls.” . . . There is, how ever, a third ex -

11

Mu sic is a fair and glo ri ous gift of
God …I am strongly per suaded
that af ter the ol ogy there is no art
that can be placed on a level with
mu sic; for be sides the ol ogy, mu sic
is the only art ca pa ble of af ford ing
peace and joy of the heart …the
devil flees be fore the sound of mu -
sic al most as much as be fore the
Word of God.

1 Steve Miller.  The Contemporary Christian Music Debate.  Worldly Compromise or Agent of Renewal?  (Wheaton: Tyndale
House Publishers, 1993), p. 113.
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pla na tion. . . . Lu ther’s pur pose in his cho rales
was to di rect the thoughts of his con gre ga tion
to ward God, but since the folk song “I Ar rived
from an Alien Coun try” was still pop u lar in Lu -
ther’s day, the sec u lar words were al ready as so -
ci ated with the mel ody in the minds of the
peo ple, thus di vert ing peo ple’s at ten tion from
praise and wor ship of God and de feat ing Lu -
ther’s pur pose.  Per haps for this rea son, Lu ther
dis carded this tune af ter only a very short time. 
Then, af ter Lu ther’s death, when the folk song
was no lon ger pop u lar and well known, the
folksong mel ody could be used with out bring -
ing to mind the sec u lar words to the mel ody. 2

Per haps an other ex pla na tion to the above men -
tioned tune was that Lu ther did dis card it and oth ers re -
stored it af ter his death with out his ap proval.  It does
show that Lu ther only used one folk song di rectly, and
per haps dis carded it later.  The other mel o dies which he
used were not di rect cop ies of sec u lar folk songs of the
day. 

Harrell quotes the fol low ing peo ple as they sum ma -
rize Lu ther’s Treat ment of Sec u lar El e ments in His Cho -
rales:

1) Al though there was much pop u lar mu sic
avail able to him, from drink ing songs and
dance tunes to re li gious folk songs and car ols,
Lu ther chose only those tunes which would best 
lend them selves to sa cred themes and avoided
the vul gar, “rol lick ing drink ing songs” and
dance tunes. 3

2) No ma te rial which Lu ther used for a cho rale
re mained un changed, ex cept for the one case
noted pre vi ously.  Rather, “he care fully tested
… the mel o dies he con sid ered, and when nec es -
sary molded them into suit abil ity … al ter ations
were freely made. 4

3) On the other hand, many pop u lar songs, es -

pe cially drink ing and dance songs, proved en -
tirely too rhyth mi cal for Lu ther’s use.  To
re mind the peo ple in church of the inns and
dance halls with all of their un-Chris tian ac tiv i -
ties would de feat all at tempts at wor ship, and
“the most ef fec tive way of [ne gat ing] that
worldly in flu ence would be to ‘de-rhythm’ the
mu sic. 5  

By avoid ing dance tunes and “de-rhythming”
other songs, Lu ther achieved a cho rale with a
marked rhythm, but with out the de vices that
would re mind the peo ple of the sec u lar world. 
So suc cess ful was the work done by Lu ther and
other Lu theran mu si cians that schol ars were of -
ten un able to de tect the sec u lar or i gins of cho -
rales.6 

The beauty and maj esty of Lu ther’s cho rales are 
a trib ute to his care ful choice of mu si cal ma te ri -
als and to the qual ity of his mu si cian ship. 7

The state ment from Steve Miller quoted at the be -
gin ning of this article that Lu ther freely used sec u lar
tunes as in spi ra tion for his mu sic, and was not con -
cerned about their as so ci a tion with other el e ments, is
there fore not true.  This can be fur ther em pha sized by
Lu ther’s pref ace to the Wittenberg hym nal of 1524,
where he re marks that these hymns were ar ranged, “to
give the young—who should at any rate be trained in
mu sic and other fine arts—some thing to wean them
away from love bal lads and car nal songs and to teach
them some thing of value in their place.” 8

Pastor Jim Haga

2 Robert D. Harrell.  Martin Luther, His Music, His Message.   (Greenville:  Musical Ministries, 1980), p. 19.

3 Ulrich S. Leupold, “Learning from Luther: Some Observations on Luther’s Hymns,” Journal of Church Music, VIII
(July-August, 1966), p.4.  Quoted by Robert Harrell, Martin Luther, His Music, His Message,  (Greenville:  Musical
Ministries, 1980), p. 21.

4 Patrick Millar, The Story of the Church’s Song (Richmond: John Knox Press, 1962), p. 74.  Quoted by Robert Harrell, Martin
Luther, His Music, His Message,  (Greenville:  Musical Ministries, 1980), p. 22.

5 Archibald T. Davidson, Church Music: Illusion and Reality (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1952), pp. 42-43.  Quoted 
by   Robert D. Harrell.  Martin Luther, His Music, His Message.  (Greenville:  Musical Ministries, 1980), p. 19.

6 Johannes Riedel.  The Lutheran Chorale: Its Basic Traditions, p. 38.  Quoted by   Robert D. Harrell.  Martin Luther, His
Music, His Message.   (Greenville:  Musical Ministries, 1980), p. 21.

7 Robert D. Harrell.  Martin Luther, His Music, His Message.   (Greenville:  Musical Ministries, 1980), pp 21-22.

8 Carl Schalk.  Luther on Music, (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1988), p. 33.
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Problems of Young Christians

HOW MAY I KNOW WHETHER OR NOT
I AM A CHRISTIAN?

A prob lem that trou bles a great many ear nest young
peo ple is whether or not they stand in a right re la tion ship
to God.  So we find them ask ing such ques tions as these: 
“What is it, re ally, to be a Chris tian?”  “How may I know
whether or not I am a Chris tian?”  “How may I have as -
sur ance that I am a child of God?”  These are search ing
and su premely im por tant ques tions.  Let us thought fully
and prayer fully ex am ine into them.  In the pres ent dis cus -
sion we shall look at the mat ter in so far as it con cerns
those per sons who have come to the age of dis cre tion.

In or der to clear the ground, let us try to get out of the
way some wrong or im per fect ideas of what it is to be a
Chris tian.

To be a Chris tian is not the same as be long ing to the
vis i ble church.  A per son may be bap tized and con firmed
and not be a Chris tian; he may be a church mem ber and
even a church of fi cer and not be a Chris tian; he may be a
reg u lar church at ten dant and even go to Com mu nion and
not be a Chris tian; he may read his Bi ble and par tic i pate
in the prayers of the church and not be a Chris tian; he
may be a stu dent at a Chris tian school and par tic i pate in
vol un tary re li gious ac tiv i ties and not be a Chris tian.

Now please do not mis un der stand.  I do not say that
these mat ters that have been men tioned are not im por tant
in the Chris tian life.  All of them are sig nif i cant, and some 
of them are of very great value.  But what I want to em -
pha size is that the es sence, the heart of Chris tian ity, is not
in these things.  Nei ther externalism, nor rit ual, nor for -
mal ism con sti tute the real mean ing of Chris tian ity.

Again, to be a Chris tian is not the same as ab stain ing
from cer tain things that you be lieve to be wrong.  A per -
son may ab stain from drink ing and gam bling and not be a 
Chris tian; he may ab stain from danc ing and card-play ing
and not be a Chris tian; he may ab stain from coarse ness
and pro fan ity and not be a Chris tian; he may ab stain from 
false hood and dis hon esty and not be a Chris tian; he may
ab stain from vile ness and im pu rity and not be a Chris tian.

Again, a cau tion against mis un der stand ing.  I do not
say that ab sti nence from wrong-do ing is a mat ter of in dif -
fer ence for the Chris tian.  Quite the re verse.  The Chris -
tian will in stinc tively shun the things that are wrong.  But
I do want to make clear that the es sence of Chris tian ity is
not a ne ga tion.  It is not a mere pro hib i tive le gal ism

which says:  “Taste not, touch not, do not do this, do not
do that.”  Such a con cep tion, taken alone, is a car i ca ture
of the Chris tian life.

I want to go fur ther in our anal y sis and say that to be
a Chris tian is not the same as do ing cer tain things that
are be lieved to be right.

A per son may be a mem ber of many church com -
mit tees and do a great deal of church work and not be a
Chris tian; he may sing in the choir and teach a Sunday
school class and not be a Chris tian; he may feed the hun -
gry and clothe the poor and not be a Chris tian; he may
visit the sick and pro vide for the or phan and not be a
Chris tian.

For a third time I want to warn against mis un der -
stand ing.  The Chris tian life will nec es sar ily is sue in
good works; but the es sence of Chris tian ity is not ac tiv -
ity, not ser vice.

This con cep tion of the re li gious life is the old works 
righ teous ness of the Phar i sees, which Je sus con demned
in no un cer tain terms.

To sum ma rize, to be a Chris tian is not in its es sence
to try to live right, to do the best you can.

What then does con sti tute the es sence of Chris tian -
ity?  What is it to be a real Chris tian?

Plainly and sim ply it is this: to stand in a re la tion -
ship of grace with God.

But what does that mean?  It means that re ly ing
upon noth ing of my own, I de pend for my sal va tion
upon the mer its of Je sus Christ and trust Him as my per -
sonal Sav ior.  It means that in faith I ac cept as a free gift
the par don of all my sins made pos si ble by the death of
Christ – “In whom we have our re demp tion through his
blood, the for give ness of sins, ac cord ing to the riches of
his grace” (Eph. 1:7).

Do we get the dis tinc tion be tween this idea of Chris -
tian ity and the mis con cep tions we have con sid ered? 
Per haps it may help to make it clearer if we say that to be 
a Chris tian is to be lieve some thing rather than to do
some thing.  And as to the ob ject of our be lief we are not
left a mo ment in doubt, for Paul says:  “Be lieve on the
Lord Je sus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts16:31).

That adult per son is a Chris tian who has been bap -
tized and who in faith daily ac cepts the for give ness of
all his sins on the ba sis of the re demp tive work of Christ.

But is there not more to the Chris tian life than the
for give ness of sins?  Yes, there is.  For one thing there is
growth in ho li ness.

The Chris tian does not re ceive the for give ness of
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sins and then pro ceed will ingly to sin again.  When he
con tem plates the ter ri ble ness of sin in the sight of God
and the tre men dous sac ri fice Christ made to atone for
his sins, the Chris tian more and more de sires to avoid
sin ning.

This is an en tirely dif fer ent at ti tude to ward sin from
that of the non-Chris tian who may also try to ab stain
from cer tain out ward sins.  For the Chris tian has within,
him a new na ture, a re gen er ated heart, by vir tue of
which he hates sin and loves ho li ness.  “If any man is in
Christ, he is a new crea ture:  the old things are passed
away; be hold, all things are be come new”  (2 Cor.5:17).

Be cause of this new na ture he sees things in a dif fer -
ent light from the non-Chris tian, and he has a love for
his Sav ior within him which gives him power to ab stain
from sin and a de sire to grow more and more like the
sin less One.

There is with the Chris tian not merely pres sure from 
with out.  There is a mo tive power within work ing to -
ward ho li ness.

There is still more to the Chris tian life.  Not only
does the Chris tian, re ceiv ing the for give ness of sins, de -
sire to ab stain from sin and grow in ho li ness.  He also
feels a crav ing to ex press him self in Chris tian ac tiv ity. 
He wants to have a part in the pro gram of the church; he
wants to en gage in works of mercy for un for tu nates of
ev ery kind; he wants a share in the great en ter prise of
mis sions, bring ing the light of the gos pel to the blind
and ig no rant.

But here again he dif fers in his ac tiv ity from the
non-Chris tian.  For again there is the urge from within
born of the grace of God in his heart.  This is what Je sus
re fers to when He says:  “He that be liev eth on me, as the
Scrip ture hath said, from within him shall flow rivers of
liv ing wa ter” (John 7:38).

The Chris tian does not en gage in forms of Chris tian
ser vice in or der to be saved, but be cause he is saved. 
Nor does he do it be cause he has to, but be cause he
wants to.  His mind re sem bles that of Je sus:  “My meat is 
to do the will of him that sent me, and to ac com plish his
work”  (John 4:34).

“How blessed from the bonds of sin
And earthly fet ters free,
In sin gle ness of heart and aim
Thy ser vant, Lord, to be!
The hard est toil to un der take
With joy at Thy com mand,
The mean est of fice to re ceive
With meek ness at Thy hand.”

What then is the an swer to the ques tion:  “How may
I know whether or not I am a Chris tian?”  In brief it is

this:  If you are con scious of sin in your life, if you are
sorry for your sins, if you sin cerely ask God for the for -
give ness of your sins for Je sus’ sake, then you have for -
give ness, and you are a Chris tian, a child of God.  “If we
say that we have no sin, we de ceive our selves, and the
truth is not in us.  If we con fess our sins, he is faith ful
and just to for give us our sins and to cleanse us from all
un righ teous ness” (1 John 1:8-9).

If you stand in such a re la tion ship of grace with
God, you will love Him, His Word, and His church; you
will want to ab stain from sin; you will want to do His
will; you will want to en gage in deeds of Chris tian ser -
vice.

Dr. Martin Hegland, © Copyright 1932 
Augsburg Publishing House

Book one: What Prayer Is (Part 2)

No tice how gra ciously prayer has been de signed. 
To pray is noth ing more in volved than to let Je sus

into our needs.  To pray is to give Je sus per mis sion to
em ploy His pow ers in the al le vi a tion of our dis tress.  To
pray is to let Je sus glo rify His name in the midst of our
needs. 

The re sults of prayer are, there fore, not de pend ent
upon the pow ers of the one who prays.  His in tense will,
his fer vent emo tions, or his clear com pre hen sion of
what he is pray ing for are not the rea sons why his
prayers will be heard and an swered.  Nay, God be
praised, the re sults of prayer are not de pend ent upon
these things! 

To pray is noth ing more in volved than to open the
door, giv ing Je sus ac cess to our needs and per mit ting
Him to ex er cise His own power in deal ing with them. 

He who gave us the priv i lege of prayer knows us
very well.  He knows our frame; He re mem bers that we
are dust. 

That is why He de signed prayer in such a way that
the most im po tent can make use of it.  For to pray is to
open the door unto Je sus.  And that re quires no strength.  
It is only a ques tion of our wills.  Will we give Je sus ac -
cess to our needs?  That is the one great and fun da men tal 
ques tion in con nec tion with prayer. 

When Is rael had sinned against the Lord in the wil -
der ness, He sent among them ex ceed ingly fi ery ser -
pents.  In their dis tress the peo ple hum bled them selves
and cried to God for mercy.  And the Lord had mercy
upon His re bel lious peo ple.  But He did not take away
the ser pents.  What He did was to tell Mo ses to raise up a 
ser pent of brass in the midst of the camp, that all might



see it.  And He or dained it so in His mercy that they who
had been bit ten by the ser pents needed but to turn and
look unto the ser pent of brass, and they would be given
the power which would heal them from the death-deal -
ing poi son of the ser pents’ bites. 

This was in deed a gra cious or di nance.  By this all
could be saved if they so willed. 

If the Lord had or dained that those who had been
bit ten by the ser pents must drag them selves over to the
ser pent of brass and touch it, most of them would never
have been saved, be cause the poi son took ef fect al most
im me di ately, and those who had been poi soned were
un able to walk more than a few steps.  All that was re -
quired of them was to turn their heads, look unto the ser -
pent of brass, and they would be healed! 

Just so has the Lord in mercy or dained help also for
the ser pent-bit ten Is rael of the New Cov e nant:  “And as
Mo ses lifted up the ser pent in the wil der ness, even so
must the Son of man be lifted up; that who so ever be liev -
eth may in him have eter nal life” (John 3:14-15). 

No mat ter in what dis tress we may be, dis tress of
body or of soul, we need but look unto Him who is al -
ways near with that heal ing power which can im me di -
ately over come the death-deal ing poi son of sin and its
ter ri ble con se quences both to body and soul. 

To pray is noth ing more in volved than to lift the eye
– of prayer unto the Sav ior who stands and knocks, yea
knocks through our very need, in or der to gain ac cess to
our dis tress, sup with us and glo rify His name. 

Let us think of pa tients who are ill with tu ber cu lo -
sis.

The phy si cians put them out in the sun light and
fresh air, both in sum mer and in win ter.  There they lie
un til a cure is grad u ally ef fected by the rays of the sun. 
The re cov ery of these pa tients is not de pend ent upon
their think ing, in the sense of un der stand ing the ef fect of 
the sun’s rays or how these rays work.  Nei ther does
their re cov ery de pend upon the feel ings they ex pe ri ence 
dur ing the rest cure. 

Nor does it de pend upon their wills in the sense of
ex ert ing them selves to will to be come well. 

On the con trary, the treat ment is most suc cess ful if
the pa tients lie very qui etly and are pas sive, ex ert ing
nei ther their in tel lects nor their wills.  It is the sun which
ef fects the cure.  All the pa tients need to do is to be in the 
sun. 

Prayer is just as sim ple. 
We are all sat u rated with the per ni cious vi rus of sin;

ev ery one of us is a tu ber cu lar pa tient doomed to die! 
But “the sun of righ teous ness with heal ing in its wings
has arisen.”  All that is re quired of us, if we de sire to be
healed both for time and for eter nity, is to let the Son of

righ teous ness reach us, and then to abide in the sun light
of His righ teous ness. 

To pray is noth ing more in volved than to lie in the
sun shine of His grace, to ex pose our dis tress of body
and soul to those heal ing rays which can in a won der ful
way coun ter act and ren der in ef fec tive the bac te ria of
sin.  To be a man or woman of prayer is to take this
sun-cure, to give Je sus, with His won der-work ing
power, ac cess to our dis tress night and day. 

To be a Chris tian is in truth to have gained a place in
the sun! 

Per mit me to use still an other il lus tra tion to show
how sim ple the Lord has made prayer. 

The man sick of the palsy, men tioned in the sec ond
chap ter of Mark, had some very good friends.  They
knew that Je sus could help him.  So they car ried him to
the house where Je sus was. 

But they could not get in be cause of the mul ti tude. 
Un daunted, they lifted the sick man to the roof, made a
hole in it and low ered him to the very feet of Je sus. 

There these good friends un doubt edly stood and
waited for the au thor i ta tive word from Je sus by which
their sick friend would im me di ately be come well.  But,
strange enough, no such word was forth com ing from Je -
sus.  In stead, they heard these words spo ken with au -
thor ity: “Son, thy sins are for given!” 

An other prayer had been cry ing louder to Je sus.  It
was the sick man’s plea for the for give ness of sins.  And
yet he had not spo ken one word to Je sus.  He was ly ing
qui etly on his bed.  It is easy for me to think that he lay
there look ing to Je sus, only look ing to Je sus. 

And Je sus heard the un ut tered prayer for the for -
give ness of sins which arose from the sick man’s heart. 
And He an swered this prayer first.  Af ter ward He an -
swered the other prayer also and re stored the man to
phys i cal health. 

This helps us to get a lit tle deeper in sight into the se -
cret of prayer. 

Prayer is some thing deeper than words.  It is pres ent 
in the soul be fore it has been for mu lated in words.  And
it abides in the soul af ter the last words of prayer have
passed over our lips. 

Prayer is an at ti tude of our hearts, an at ti tude of
mind.  Prayer is a def i nite at ti tude of our hearts to ward
God, an at ti tude which He in heaven im me di ately rec -
og nizes as prayer, as an ap peal to His heart.  Whether it
takes the form of words or not, does not mean any thing
to God, only to our selves. 

O. Hallesby, © copyright 1931, in the public Domain.
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bring a lost sin ner to be saved and then to fol low Je sus 
in the Power of the Holy Spirit.  This is not ca sual
read ing, but ear nest di rec tion for any one want ing to
take up their cross and fol low the Lord.  Sug gested
Of fer ing:  $12.00

Infant Baptism and
Adult Conversion

This work by Ole Hallesby is
much needed in our Lu theran
cir cles to day as sal va tion solely
through bap tism is pro claimed
far and wide and peo ple are
given as sur ance at a fu neral that
the de ceased is in heaven be cause they were bap tized
as an in fant, even if they had no faith at all.  Hallesby
an swers the needed ques tions:  Is In fant Bap tism Bib -
li cal?; Do all those bap tized need to make a choice to
re pent and fol low Christ?; Is Con ver sion needed for
ev ery one, in clud ing those who were bap tized?; Can
the bap tized go lost?  Suggested Of fer ing:  $10.00.

The Hauge Library
We have the fol low ing pub li ca tions avail able for
you.  They can be or dered us ing the en ve lope in the
cen ter.  Post age will be paid by an anonymous do nor.

Altar Steps

This daily devotional was
written by Pastor R.P. Haak -
onson  and was published in
1947.  It is suitable for families
with children.  It has il lus tra -
tions from daily life, and a
strong salvation emphasis. 
Suggested offering:  $8.00.

Mirror of the Heart

This book was pub lished in
1900 by an un known au thor.  It
con tains some very ear nest
med i ta tions and fer vent prayers.
It also con tains ten very graphic 
pic tures of the hu man heart.
Sug gested Of fer ing:  $3.00.

Sinners in the Hands 
of an Angry God

Jon a than Ed wards preached this
re mark able ser mon at Enfield,
Conn. on July 8, 1741.  It was at
night while he was read ing it to a 
large con gre ga tion, that the
lights be came dim and he read
with dif fi culty, and the in flu ence 
was so great on the con gre ga tion that strong men and
women cried and screamed for mercy and even
grabbed their seats for fear they would slide into hell
that very mo ment.  Sug gested Of fer ing:  $1.00.

Spirit and Power

Ludvig Hope was a Nor we gian
lay preacher, writer, teacher and
or ga nizer.  This book is filled
with solid Bib li cal meat for
those who want to walk in depth
with the Lord.  It is writ ten from
a Lu theran piet ist ic per spec tive
and con tains 40 chap ters of ex -
po si tion on dif fer ent as pects of how God works to

Altar 
Steps 

Rev. R.P. Haakonson
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CONVERSION
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