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When the Young Lay Preacher
Came to Uteen

hen the young lay preacher arrived on Uteen,

Ludvig Hope was in town. People began go-

ing to the meetings — many people, people of

all kinds. Among them was the young Mrs.

Torsberg. At the meeting she was seized by the power of

the Word. She was awakened. From the depths of her

soul she cried out for salvation — and she was given grace

in Christ. She left the meeting a converted and joyful
woman.

Her husband, too, was later converted. It did not
happen quickly with him — no — but he was converted all
the same, and that is what truly matters.

Thomas Torsberg often spoke of his home district.
There was little spiritual life there. Rarely was the Word
of God’s way laid upon people’s hearts. This burden
now rested heavily on him. New life in the soul soon
makes itself known. It shows itself in many ways — but
especially in this: that the salvation of others becomes a
longing, a prayer, a holy necessity.

Thomas spoke with his wife, and she understood his
longing. A shared life-pulse stirred in them both — some-
thing new. God’s salvation had entered both heart and
home. Someone had to be sent to Utgen with God’s
Word. They spoke with Hjalmar Solhaug, and he was
willing to go — in God’s name. Friends promised to sup-
port him in prayer.

Five people are not a large gathering — but they were
dearly bought. They met in the prayer house, huddled to-
gether by the stove. There Hjalmar Solhaug shared the
Bread of Life with them. He told them that he had been

asked to come to Uteen. Now he was there. He wanted
to speak to the people about Jesus, about the great salva-
tion found in Him — to call young and old into God’s
kingdom.

That first small meeting soon ended.

Pastor Fladnes had kindly announced the meeting, but
the old pastor disapproved. He warned his chaplain and
son-in-law that one must be cautious with traveling
preachers. Even with correct Lutheran teaching, they
might lack a sound church spirit and could stir unrest. The
young chaplain took this seriously. Guarding the flock
was essential. The announcement, Pastor Fladnes con-
cluded, had been a mistake.

Yet the prayer house filled — mostly with young peo-
ple eager to hear the young lay preacher. Pastor Fladnes
also attended.

Hjalmar Solhaug rejoiced in the attentive listeners.
He felt a living connection with the young, and they
sensed the message was meant for them. They listened
openly.

Pastor Fladnes listened as well — and sensed danger.
Grace, he felt, was being pressed too strongly upon the
people. Young hearts are easily led astray. Something had
to be done. The prayer house must be closed. The an-
nouncement must be undone.

The prayer house was closed. Not only to Hjalmar
Solhaug, but also to Him who came to draw hearts with
eternal love. That evening the prayer house on Uteen was
closed — bolted and barred — for a long time.

Hjalmar Solhaug fought his battle alone before God.
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The cause was God’s, not his.
In God’s name he had come
as His servant. Now God
Himself would have to take
control. The young man
could not manage it on his
own. Butif God chose to use
him, he was willing to suffer
for His sake.

He remained calm. His
conscience was clear. No one
could truthfully accuse his
life or deny that he preached
God’s way of salvation. With
the fellowship and blessing
of the Spirit, he had nothing
to fear. He would stand for
the truth — for the Lord’s sake
and for the sake of precious
souls.

The governing board
soon sent him a bill — four
kroner for two meetings. It
was meant as a rebuke. The
board received its money —
but those coins were stained
with the heart’s blood of a
servant of God.

At Asgard Hall another
gathering assembled — timid
souls, but hungry ones. Pas-
tor Fladnes was there, along
with two trusted men. Spirit
met spirit. Pastor Fladnes
had come to oppose the
young preacher, but he could
not find the words. The two
men who had come to ob-
serve were so affected that
they spent the entire meeting
in silent prayer for him.

Asgard Hall was soon
closed as well. But in another
assembly hall — long a strong-
hold of sin — the meetings
were allowed to continue.
There the young people
came. Music that once drew
them to empty pleasure was
replaced by something new,
rising from the depths of their
own souls. They returned.



They listened. And for some, the Word became seed
bearing fruit for eternal life.

Among those touched was Anton Qvistad, a man
who had traveled widely and served in the Span-
ish-American War supplying horses to the army. Strong
and intelligent, he was now dying. Blood vessels had
burst in his chest. He lay in his mother’s small room on
Uteen, waiting for death.

He sent for Hjalmar Solhaug.

“Are you the one preaching God’s Word here?”
Anton asked. “Yes.” “Do you believe in Christ?” “Yes.”
“Do you believe in Him without reservation?”

Hjalmar met his earnest gaze. “Yes. I believe in
Christ completely. I have experienced His saving power
myself.”

Anton broke down. He had lived without Christ and
now stood before death with nothing to rest upon. The
strong man trembled.

Hjalmar opened God’s Word and pointed to the free
grace of God in His Son — to the blood that cleanses from
all sin, to the One who bore guilt, made atonement, and
won eternal righteousness for sinners.

The next day a message came from Anton. Dawn
had broken in death’s darkness. The chain was broken —
the bird was free. The struggle had been fierce, but now
there was solid ground. Grace had set everything right.
He was saved and could die in peace, with song and tears
of joy.

For Hjalmar Solhaug, this message confirmed his
calling. God had sent him to Uteen, and now he knew it.
The joy outweighed every disappointment.

For a few days there was silence — but only the si-
lence before thunder.

Hjalmar had done what he could, and his money was
gone. But then Paul Kvam came — the son of one of the
largest farms and the only openly Christian young man in
the district. His home would be opened. God’s awaken-
ing Word must continue.

The work went on. Pastor Thorvaldvik grew
alarmed and closed the second prayer house. But it made
no difference. Farmers opened their homes. Even a
wealthy heiress opened her grand house wide.

From the pulpit, Pastor Thorvaldvik thundered warn-
ings two Sundays in a row. He had fought awakened be-
lievers before and knew the battle well. But it was
useless. The people wanted God’s Word.

Plans were made to bring in the well-known emis-
sary Mauri to drive Solhaug out. But Mauri refused to
oppose him. He knew the young preacher and would not
hinder God’s work. After a few days Mauri left, and
Hjalmar remained.

Only suspicion and slander were left, and they were

used freely. Mockery rang out late into the night.

But souls fought in secret hours — fought life’s hard-
est battle and won its greatest victory. They found life
and peace in God.

Spring broke through winter’s grip. Ice shattered.
Darkness fled before light and warmth. Nothing could
stop it — God was in the spring.

Hearts were bound to Christ with eternal love. The
Lord had begun His work on Utgen. God’s young people
rose like morning dew, shaped through suffering by
God’s own hand, spreading the fragrance of Christ to this
day.

On Solid Ground, Peder Fostervold, 1919

Unfathomable oceans of grace
“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus!” Hebrews 12:2

For every look at self — take ten looks at Christ! Live
near to Jesus — and all things will appear little to you in
comparison with eternal realities.

How many millions of dazzling pearls and gems are
at this moment hidden in the deep recesses of the ocean
caves. Likewise, unfathomable oceans of grace are in
Christ for you. Dive and dive again — you will never
come to the bottom of these depths!

When you gaze upon the sun — it makes everything
else dark; when you taste honey — it makes everything
else tasteless. Likewise, when your soul feeds on Jesus —
it takes away the sweetness of all earthly things; praise,
pleasure, fleshly lusts, all lose their sweetness.

Keep a continued gaze! Run, looking unto Jesus. So
will the world be crucified to you — and you unto the
world! (Gal 6:14)

Robert Murray McCheyne, GraceGems.com

The Supreme Court of the United States
has officially stated, “This is a Christian
nation,” not in the sense, of course, that
we have an official religion or that the
country does not tolerate all creeds, but
because, as the highest court explains, the
founding fathers, the original charters, the
early practices throughout the country
were distinctly Christian. Our blessings
come from the Bible, from the Savior,
from His Gospel.
(From the sermon “For Christ and Country” by
Dr. Walter A. Maier, from the book by the same
name, page 323)




And They Shall See His Face

“And there shall be no curse anymore, and the
throne of God and the Lamb shall be therein
and His servants shall serve Him,; and they
shall see His face and His name shall be on
their foreheads.” (Rev. 22:3-4)

A peculiar feeling that cannot be explained touches
us as we look into the face of one we love. What will it
not be in eternity when we behold the face of our Re-
deemer!

I know I shall find an answer to my longings and
prayers when beholding Him, for the Word of God says
so. Ps. 17, v. 15 “As for me, I shall behold thy face in
righteousness, | shall be satisfied, when I awake, with
beholding thy form.”

I can still vision my old Christian father’s face and
the face of my child-how I love to dwell upon them. Itis
arest these dark days to think of heaven and its center of
attraction — Jesus.

I have found the little book “Living Waters” point-
ing that way. Am glad for its publication and hope many
will buy and read it. So many of our Christian workers
are nearing the sunset of their lives. Let us give them a
lift of appreciation before they leave. Even Jesus craved
the fellowship of friends. Christian workers are a gift
from God and He should receive the first honor, but

The Life of Assurance

“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and
they follow Me; and I give eternal life to them, and
they shall never perish, and no one shall snatch them
out of My hand.” (John 10:27-28)

Jesus promises eternal life to Christians and gives the
added assurance that they shall never perish and no
one can take them out of His hand. But at the same
time, Jesus defines the lives of these believers. He
says that they “hear His Voice.” This shows a life of
prayer and personal communion with the Lord. He
also states that “they follow Me.” Their lives are set
to follow Jesus and God’s Will for their lives, not their
own will. What is more, the tenses of the verbs that
are used to describe these actions means a continual
action which these Christians are actively involved in.
These are the ones whom Jesus says that “He knows,”
and this action is continual as well. Jesus’ promise of
Assurance of Salvation is given to those who are ac-
tively living with the Savior, not to someone who sim-
ply made a one time decision and never followed the
Lord to an active life of faith.

there is a close relation also with God’s people.

“The Hauge Movement” book is also a piece of lit-
erature that truly deserves recognition. Look at our
world today with its filth, cruelty and suffering. We
truly need a house-cleaning within and without, that’s
what the Hauge Movement was and is meant to be.

I'have a little spark of desire yet in my heart to honor
God and support the moral issues of life, but how weak
and faulty my efforts are! It is fairly easy to advice and
counsel others by the Word of God when all is tolerably
well, but when God chooses to send sorrow and fiery tri-
als your way, you are almost ashamed to speak-you feel
so crushed. Thank God whose patience is beyond ours.

Our boys are fast filling the ranks of our armed
forces, and as I think of my own boys, my greatest con-
cern is for their souls.

I have read some fine letters from soldiers in train-
ing, printed in Morning Glory. May they be faithful to
God. I hope there will be many such testimonies from
the front lines. Let us remember especially such boys
who are not backed up with prayers from home. We
cannot do too much for our boys who risk their lives for
us.

Incidentally, I have been much awake on the liquor
traffic, now especially, in regard to our armed forces. [
have appealed to our U.S. Senators several times and to-
gether with friends urged them to uphold and vote for
“the Sheppard Bill.” I wish that every mother would re-
ally take this seriously. Be informed and alert. Tune in
on the Temperance Talks over WCAL every Thursday at
8 A.M.

We are up against chaotic conditions, and even the
best among us may become confused and fail. It is no
wonder many are asking: How long, oh Lord! How
long before you will come again?

[ know there is a wrong way and a right way to wait
for His Coming. It is only human to long for a release
and His Coming would mean that to His children; but
God wants us here for a purpose, so even in the furnace
of affliction and sorrow we should be satisfied to bide
His time, giving Him the honor of choosing the day for
our emancipation.

It pains us all to see and hear of the cruel sufferings
inflicted upon men and beast. God has said: “For we
know the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain
together until now.” (Rom. 8:22)

But at the end of the way, God will come. “And He
shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death
shall be no more; neither shall there be mourning, nor
crying, nor pain anymore.”

Mrs. A. Flo, Rapidan, Minn.
Morning Glory, July, 1942



Editorial

Wayne Almlie

The Knowledge of Sin and the Fear of the Lord

“For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword,
and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow,
and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”

(Heb. 4:12)

This verse highlights the piercing power of God’s
Word—not merely to instruct or comfort, but to ex-
pose the heart, to reveal sin, and to awaken a sense of
accountability before God.

How important, then, is the knowledge of sin in our
Christian life? Recently, I watched a video of a
woman attending church for the first time. She was
visibly shocked by the emphasis on sin. She didn’t
consider herself a bad person; she certainly didn’t see
herself as a sinner. Her reaction is telling. Today,
many in our culture are unfamiliar with the idea that
sin is real, personal, and dangerous.

Sadly, this lack of understanding often leads to deeper
crises of faith. Prominent figures like Jen Hatmaker,
Joshua Harris, Rob Bell, and Bart Campolo—once re-
garded as pillars of the Christian community—have
publicly de-constructed their faith. They were once
seen as models of devotion and biblical understand-
ing, yet now appear to have walked away entirely.
How does this happen?

I have seen it happen closer to home, too. People I
studied with at a non-accredited Lutheran Bible
school—young men and women who devoted Two
years in studying God’s Word—only to later aban-
doned their faith. They knew Scripture, they claimed
to believe Scripture, but for one reason or another,
their faith did not hold. What did they miss?

Every Lutheran knows this from experience. Young
adults go through confirmation, say all the right words
up in front of the congregation on confirmation
Sunday, but then most of them never set foot in church
again. What did they miss?

I can speak from personal experience. I once had an
infant faith—a childlike faith, untested and fragile. As
I grew, my will became stronger. [ wanted to live life
on my own terms. I sought approval from peers, in-

dulged in the things they valued, and pushed away the
authority of God. I even knew Scripture, attended
Sunday school, was confirmed, and yet, for years, I
lived in disobedience.

And yet, | had the fear of the Lord. I believed in hell. 1
believed that if I died unrepentant, I would be con-
demned. That fear—rooted in God’s law and jus-
tice—drove me, ultimately, to the cross of Christ.

This fear, as Martin Luther describes, is not mere
dread; it is a God-given awareness of our sin and its
consequences. In Lutheran theology, it corresponds to
the work of the Law: The conviction that reveals our
sin and our desperate need for a Savior. The fear of the
Lord tells us: “I am a sinner, and God is just. Without
Christ, I am lost.”

Without this fear, a person may remain secure in their
sin, comfortable in their own righteousness, and blind
to their need for salvation. This, I believe, is what is
missing in much of contemporary Christianity: the
proper knowledge of sin and a healthy fear of the
Lord.

My journey was long and difficult. Iresisted submis-
sion for years, yet the fear of God persisted, reminding
me that I could not outrun His justice. It was this
awareness that finally brought me to surrender and
faith in Christ.

Perhaps the greatest challenge for today’s church is
helping people understand sin—not as a list of bad be-
haviors, but as a condition of the heart—and nurturing
a fear of the Lord that points us to Christ. Without this,
faith can remain shallow, fragile, and easily aban-
doned.

The Word of God is alive and active. Let it pierce,
convict, and guide. Let it awaken hearts to the reality
of sin and the glory of salvation in Jesus Christ.




@ From O Fellmuship Cieele

R.&C. H.

Dear friends: Thank you for continuing to send us
the Morning Glory. Enclosed is a donation to help with
the cost. Sincerely,

L. L. H. Thief River Falls, MN
To whom it may concern: I am sending a contribution to
your organization and would like a subscription to the
Morning Glory paper. Thank You

F.C.

The Lord is so good and may we know that. Worldly
ways are not God’s ways. He has given us the Holy
Spirit to guide and direct us and the Holy Bible learn
from and Jesus our Savior who was born a humble baby.
But heralds as King of Kings by the angels. Jesus a gift
we are so blessed to receive. Keep the Morning Glory
coming as it has many lessons we must know and thank
God for His help always. To God be the Glory!

Norwegian Immigration
Begins 1825

Lars Larson Jeilane-the Leader of the
First Immigration Party.

(Editor: 2025 was the 200th anniversary of the first
boat of Norwegian immigrants to America.)

This prominent Norwegian Quaker and leader was
born in or near Stavanger in 1787. He was a war prisoner
in England 1807-1814, or at least part of that time. He
was visited in prison by a very earnest English Christian
Quaker, Margaret Allen. He worked for her after his re-
lease. He was converted, as we have reason to believe,
not just to the Quaker faith, but to the living God and the
Savior Jesus Christ.

Coming back to Stavanger, he organized the first
“Society of Friends” (Quakers) in Norway and had devo-
tional meetings in his home. The outstanding Christian
Quaker, from America, Stephen Grellet, was in his home
in 1818 and suggested he and the other Quakers look for a
home in America. So after the advance agent Cleng
Peerson came back, Lars Larson started for America July
4, 1825. He was married. A girl was born to them on the
way, whom they named Margaret Allen, after the English
benefactress who had led him to Christ.

Lars Larson must have been a man of means, as he
both fitted out the ship “Restaurationen” and later built a

large house in Rochester, N. Y. He was an unusually love-
able, friendly and hospitable man. Hundreds and hundreds
of immigrants, on the way to the Midwest, stopped at the
Larson home in Rochester, where he befriended them,
housed and fed them absolutely free and gratis. For days at
the time, not less than 100 stopped there at one single time.
“I was a stranger and ye took me in.”

Sad to say, our most noble and unselfish Christian
countryman lost his life, falling from a canal boat while
on his way to New York, November 13, 1845. Age 58.
“Thou shalt keep him in perfect peace (and love) whose
mind is stayed on Thee.”

Blessed be the memory of Lars Larson Jeilane!

Ole Olson Hetletvedt — Our Very First Lay-preacher

Sorry to say, there seem to be very few living Chris-
tians in the first immigration party that left Stavanger,
July 4, 1825. They were fifty-two in all. Many of them
seem to be drinkers and carousers. However, there was a
little sprinkling of living Christians. There was Larson,
the leader, and his wife. There was a single man, Ole
Johnson, who lived until 1879, and whose Bible is in
keeping yet. There were a few Quakers, and there was
the earnest Christian single man, Ole Olson Hetletvedt,
who had devotional and prayer meetings among them af-
ter the Haugean custom.

So Hetletvedt was the first one among us to sound the
bugle of truth and salvation-first on the ship, then first in
the Kendall colony, New York, then first again at Fox
River, Illinois. He kept on faithfully until his death in
1849. He taught parochial school; he preached and did
personal work and conducted prayer meetings. He was
around selling Bibles and Christian literature for the
American Bible Society at times.

For eighteen years, from 1825 to 1843, there was no
ordained minister among our people, but Hetlevedt and
others carried on their soul-winning work-in private and
public to the sick and needy-called by none but God and
supported by none but God. Hetletvedt married twice.
Both his wives were American. A very noted son, Colo-
nel Porter Olson, died in action in the Civil War.

May these prayer and devotional meetings old
Hetletvedt started in 1825 and kept up for some
twenty-four years never die among us. Sinners came to
the throne of grace for mercy and pardon then. They will
do it now.

From “The Hauge Movement in America” © Copyright
1941, Hauge Innermission Federation



Believable... Yet unbelievable

The wisest man in the Bible fell into sexual sin, the
strongest man in the Bible fell into sexual sin, and the
godliest man in the Bible fell into sexual sin.

For me to think I'm above falling into this sin is to
think I am wiser than Solomon, stronger than Sampson,
and godlier than King David.

Voddie Baucham

Example One

Recently Christian author Philip Yancey said in an
emailed statement to CT that he had engaged in an affair
with a married woman for eight years and would retire
from writing and speaking. (2026)

Yancey, started his writing career in 1971 at Cam-
pus Life magazine, which became a part of CT a few
years later. He wrote for CT for decades, reporting and
later becoming a regular columnist and editor at large.
His books, including What's So Amazing About Grace?,
have sold more than 15 million copies. He often wrote
about faith in the face of pain and suffering.

Example Two

Steve Lawson, a well-known Reformed pastor, au-
thor, and conference speaker, was involved in a recent
moral failure involving sexual sin.

In 2024, Lawson was removed from ministry roles
after it was discovered he had been involved in an inap-
propriate relationship with a woman not his wife (de-
scribed publicly as adultery).

He had served as a teaching fellow with Ligonier
Ministries and as a pastor at Trinity Bible Church of
Dallas.

Both organizations announced his removal after the
misconduct came to light.

Editor: These are a couple of the more well known
people who have fallen into sexual sin. I could probably
easily give you a list of twenty names. It seems like
lately, I see a new name at least every week, not well
known names, but yet, pastors, teachers, writers, and
musicians who have had their witness and testimony ru-
ined. People refer to the “Billy Graham rule.” He never
allowed himself to be alone with a woman other than his
wife. Other men of integrity have adopted that same
rule. T have strived to live by that rule as well. Of course
when the world hears of such a man, they mock him.
But in the light of all the moral failure we see around us,
it is only wisdom.

The Years of our Church

The fourth principle: Members of the organized
congregation are not, in every instance, believers, and
such hypocrites often derive a false hope from their ex-
ternal connections with the congregation. It is therefore
the sacred obligation of the congregation to purify itself
by the quickening preaching of the Word, by earnest ad-
monition and exhortation, and by expelling the openly
sinful and perverse.

This principle reiterates the point that only true be-
lievers are true members of the Christian church. This
does not mean, as some have inferred, that a congrega-
tion is not a congregation when it has a number of nomi-
nal Christians in its midst. The New Testament writings
indicate very clearly that similar situations prevailed
also in the apostolic congregations. But the Word of
God does not state that they were not congregations. On
the contrary, the Apostle Paul addresses them again and
again as such. However, it is equally clear from the
Scriptures that the congregations were not to be content
with this state of affairs; they were to seek to win the un-
believing church members to the new life in God.

The fourth principle also indicates the ways in
which this is to be done. It mentions first “quickening
preaching” of the Word of God. By this is meant live or
vital preaching, preaching which seeks to awaken the
listener to spiritual life. Such preaching must proclaim
that sin condemns and that we are saved by grace
through faith in Jesus Christ.

The principle next mentions admonition and exhor-
tation. And, finally, in the case of the openly ungodly
and perverse, the principle states that expulsion should
be resorted to, in order to rid the congregation of of-
fense. The Lutheran Free Church has never accepted
the viewpoint that the membership of a congregation
necessarily consists of true Christians only. It has rather
proceeded on the premise that unbelievers and hypo-
crites may have been accepted into the congregation and
that there may be members who once were true believ-
ers but who have fallen away from God. For this reason,
as well as, in order to win the outsider, evangelistic
meetings and evangelistic preaching are stressed in Lu-
theran Free Church congregations.

Clarence J. Carlsen , The Lutheran Free Publishing
Company, 1942

Editor: The Hauge Innermission is available to do a
weekend Bible Conference in your church, Just let us
know and we can work together on the details.



Today’s Christian Music — Part VI

This is the sixth in a series of articles on music used
in Christianity today. I will be comparing it with the
Scriptures to see if it lines up with the Biblical Standards
for Christian Music.

Luther and Music — Part 11

Martin Luther was not only a great theologian, but
also a musician. He is credited with bringing corporate
singing back to worship. When we look at what Luther
actually wrote, we shall see the Luther's view of Chris-
tian music is in line with what I have documented that
the Scriptures list as fitting for music. In his commen-
tary on Psalm 68:4, Luther wrote:

A psalter is a book of praise; a psalm is a song of
praise or a laudatory poem such as the poets
composed, sung in times past to the accompani-
ment of string music. This relates to all the ser-
mons of sweet Gospel which proclaim God’s
grace, honor, and praise. As the fingers strum
the strings to accompany the song of the mouth,
so the preaching is accompanied by deeds and
miraculous signs. '

This is representative of Luther’s view of the
Psalms, because their primary function was to proclaim
the Word of God and the gracious Gospel of Christ.

Luther also believed that the lyrics should accu-
rately reflect Scripture. In a letter to George Spalatin, he
wrote:

[Our] plan is to follow the example of the
prophets and the ancient church fathers of the
church, and to compose Psalms for the people
[in the] vernacular, that is, spiritual songs, so
that the Word of God may be among the people
also in the form of music. Therefore we are
searching everywhere for poets. Since you are
endowed with a wealth [of knowledge] and ele-
gance [in handling] the German language, and
since you have polished [your German] through
much use, [ ask you to work with us on this pro-
ject; try to adapt one of the Psalms for use as a
hymn, as you see [I have done] in this example.
But I would like to avoid any new words or the
language used at the court. In order to be under-
stood by the people, only the simplest and the

Music is a fair and glorious gift of
God ...I am strongly persuaded
that after theology there is no art
that can be placed on a level with
music; for besides theology, music
is the only art capable of affording
peace and joy of the heart ...the
devil flees before the sound of mu-
sic almost as much as before the
Word of God.

most common words should be used for sing-
ing; at the same time, however, they should be
pure and apt; and further, the sense should be
clear and as close as possible to the Psalm. 2

Luther believed that the text should be understand-
able to the masses, yet he was also concerned that they
remain true to the Word of God and accurately reflect
Biblical Theology when he says, “the sense should be
clear and as close as possible to the Psalm.” Therefore,
a song which did not boldly proclaim the truth of Scrip-
ture and Christ was not part of Luther’s view of Chris-
tian music. This is in line with Colossians 3:16 which
indicates that music should be rich in the Word of God.

Luther viewed the Psalms as presenting a definite
musical style. In his treatise on the last words of David,
he noted thus:

Yes, his [David’s] great delight impels him to
compose beautiful and sweet psalms and to sing
lovely and joyous songs, both to praise and to
thank God in his happiness and to serve his
fellowmen by stimulating and teaching them.
Thus David in the fact here that he has indited
many exquisite, sweet, and melodious psalms
about the promised Messiah, which should be
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sung in Israel to the praise of God, and, in fact,
have been sung there, in which, simultaneously,
both excellent prophecy and a lofty meaning has
been preached and imparted to the people of Is-
rael. And as David initiated the writing of the
Psalms and made this a vogue, many others were
inspired by his example and became prophets.
These followed in David’s footsteps and also
contributed beautiful psalms; for example, the
Sons of Korah, Heman, Asaph, etc.

When David uses the word sweet, he is not think-
ing only of the sweetness and the calm of the
Psalms from a grammatical and musical point of
view, of artistic and euphonious words, of melo-
dious songs and notes, of beautiful text and beau-
tiful tune; but he is referring much more to the
theology they contain, to the spiritual meaning.
That renders the Psalms lovely and sweet, for
they are a solace to all saddened and wretched
consciences, ensnared in the fear of sin, in the
torture and terror of death, and in all sorts of ad-
versity and misery. To such hearts, the Book of
Psalms is a sweet and delightful song because it
sings of and proclaims the Messiah even when a
person does not sing the notes, but merely recites
and pronounces the words. And yet the music, or
the notes, which are a wonderful creation and gift
of God, help materially in this, especially when
the people sing along and reverently participate.
In 2 Kings 3:15, we read that the spirit of proph-
ecy was aroused in the prophet Elisha by a psal-
tery, on which Psalms were obviously played
after the manner of David. David, too, often ban-
ished the evil spirit of Saul or restrained and sub-
dued it with his lyre, as we read in 1 Sam 16:23.
For the evil spirit is ill at ease wherever God’s
Word is sung or preached in true faith. He is a
spirit of gloom and cannot abide where he finds a
spiritually happy heart, that is, where the heart
rejoices in God and in His Word. *

Luther viewed the lyrics as both teaching and ad-
monishing when he says above, “to serve his fellowmen
by stimulating and teaching them.” This is in line with
that which Colossians 3:16 lays out for proper lyrical
content.

Luther believed in a reverent attitude toward music.
In the quote above, he states, “And yet the music, or the
notes, which are a wonderful creation and gift of God,
help materially in this, especially when the people sing
along and reverently participate.” This is in line with
Hebrews 12:28 as noted earlier. This is further empha-
sized when others were at Luther’s house and one of
them laughed at singing a song. Luther responded:

Music doesn’t sound right when there is laugh-
ter in connection with it, for music is intended to
cheer the spirit. The mouth gets pleasure from
it. If one sings diligently, the soul, which is lo-
cated in the body, plays and derives special
pleasure from it. *

Luther viewed music as powerful in and of itself
apart from the words. He states above, “In 2 Kings 3:15,
we read that the spirit of prophecy was aroused in the
prophet Elisha by a psaltery, on which Psalms were ob-
viously played after the manner of David. David, too,
often banished the evil spirit of Saul or restrained and
subdued it with his lyre, as we read in 1 Sam 16:23.”
This is further emphasized in a letter to Louis Senfl,
where he said:

Those, however, who are not moved [by music]
I believe are definitely like stumps [of wood]
and blocks of stone. For we know that music,
too, is odious and unbearable to demons. In-
deed I plainly judge, and do not hesitate to af-
firm, that except for theology there is no art that
could be put on the same level with music, since
except for theology [music] alone produces
what otherwise only theology can do, namely, a
calm and joyful disposition. Manifest proof [of
this is the fact] that the devil, the creator of sad-

Luther viewed the style of music which is in line
with the fruits of the Spirit when he describes the music
of David in the Psalms as “beautiful and sweet, lovely
and joyous ... exquisite, sweet, and melodious psalms
... melodious songs ... and beautiful tune ... sweet and
delightful song.” This is in line with Galatians 5:22-23
and Philippians 4:8.

dening cares and disquieting worries, takes
flight at the sound of music almost [as much as]
he takes flight at the word of theology. This is
the reason why the prophets did not make use of
any art except music, when setting forth their
theology . . . so that they held theology and mu-
sic most tightly connected, and proclaimed truth
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through Psalms and songs.

Luther did not believe that music was on the same
level as the written Word of God because he says, “The
devil, the creator of saddening cares and disquieting
worries, takes flight at the sound of music almost [as
much as] he takes flight at the word of theology.” He did
view it as a gift from God and right behind Scripture, yet
not on par with Scripture.

Luther believed that music had a power to incite,
but even this power must be under the control of the
Holy Spirit. Commenting on the title of Psalm 4:1, “To
victory with instruments, a psalm of David,” he noted
this:

Or could this Psalm not be sung, or perhaps was

it not supposed to be sung, except with loud

noise, so that it was necessary to indicate this by

means of a prescribed title? . . . Whether they
sing or not, why was it necessary to say “for
victory”? Besides, since King David set up ev-
erything most devoutly for devotion rather than

for noise (since it is written, ‘David danced and

sang with his whole heart,” and it does not say,

‘in full cry’), it is more believable that he or-

dered them to sing with moderation, uniformly,

and harmoniously. The psalms and music have
been designed to arouse devotion. But if they

are handled with excessive noise, they quench

the spirit rather than restore it. © (Underlining

Mine)

Luther did not view music as amoral, but a definite
sound and style attached to it which is in line with godli-
ness. It was also to produce the fruit of the Spirit in the
listener, as he states in the previous quote, “since except
for theology [music] alone produces what otherwise
only theology can do, namely, a calm and joyful
disposition.”

It is obvious that Luther held a high view of Chris-
tian music and realized that it could be used to enable
the Spirit of God within people or stir up the power of
the flesh. It is obvious that Luther would reject most of
today's Christian music.

Pastor Jim Haga

Senfl, (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1972), pp. 427-428.

1-75, (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1974), p. 42.
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“Pray without ceasing.” (I Thess. 5:16)

In the year 1925 a group of Christian people, three
pastors and several men and women, organized a soci-
ety which was first called “The Independent Lutheran
Gospel Mission,” and met once a month for prayer.
When the “Morning Glory” paper became a reality, the
name of this society was changed to “The Morning
Glory Prayer League.” A hall was then rented and meet-
ings were held every Sunday afternoon at four o’clock.
These meetings were conducted in the same style as an
inner mission meeting, with much emphasis on interces-
sory prayer. The spiritual gifts were used, some souls
were saved, and a true Christian fellowship developed
spiritual strength and courage. Much money was also
collected and given to various missions, such as the
American Mission to Lepers, the Sudan Mission, and
the Congo Gospel Mission, and others.

This group kept its meetings going until the Lu-
theran Home Rescue Mission of Chicago was orga-
nized. The Morning Glory Prayer League meetings
were then given up and some of the members became
active workers in the Rescue Mission. This was also in
answer to prayer. The other members are active workers
in various churches, but conduct services in this Mission
at times. The Morning Glory Prayer League did what
they possibly could to promote the “Morning Glory” pa-
per, both with money and otherwise.

“What a fellowship, what a joy divine, Leaning on
the Everlasting Arms!” May we continue to lean on the
Everlasting Arms until our labor here is ended, then we
shall, together with all the saints of God, march into the
city, whose Builder and Maker is God.

THE MORNING GLORY PRAYER LEAGUE
“Living Water” By Edward Nelson,
printed sometime in the 1940°s?

Editor: These are some of the earliest records about the
formation of the Hauge Innermission, and the Morning
Glory that I have found. It’s been a joy to read this little
book, and I plan to share portions of it over the next sev-
eral months. We indeed have a Godly heritage, lets pray
that our generation keeps it alive.

Luther’s Works, Edited and translated by Gottfried G. Krodel. Edited by Helmut Lehmann. vol. 49, Letters 11, Letter to Louis

Luther’s Works, Edited by Hilton C. Oswald. Translated by Herbert Bouman. vol. 10, First Lectures on the Psalms, Psalms



Discernment

“And in the morning, ‘There will be a storm
today, for the sky is red and threatening. ‘Do
you know how to discern the appearance of the
sky, but cannot discern the signs of the times?’”
(Matthew 16:3)

Lack Of Discernment

Jesus describes discernment above as being able to
tell the difference between the color of the sky and what
weather will happen as a result of that. But notice that Je-
sus says that even though people can do that, they can’t
tell the difference between spiritual things based upon
what they see. The root meaning of the word that is trans-
lated discern is “judge through.” It is translated also as
“discriminate,” “judge,” “recognize,” or “make a distinc-
tion.” It means that you can tell the difference between
things that are good and right and from God and those
which are not.

I think that discernment is one of the most lacking
qualities in the Christian Church today. It seems like any-
thing with the name of Jesus on it is viewed as being a le-
gitimate person or ministry or teaching. Today, more
than ever, more and more people are going to all manner
of extremes and leading people to believe that something
is a true work of God when many times it is not, and the
people can’t tell the difference because they have little or
no discernment. Jesus Himself'said, “Beware of the false
prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but in-
wardly are ravenous wolves.” (Matthew 7:15) Jesus had to
tell this to us because people can’t tell the difference be-
tween true prophets and false prophets. “Not everyone
who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of
heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in
heaven.” He went on to show us how little these people
can be discerned. “Many will say to Me on that day,
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in
Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform
many miracles?’ “And then I will declare to them, ‘I
never knew you,; depart from Me, you who practice law-
lessness.””  (Matthew 7:21-23) The false prophets them-
selves couldn’t discern they were in error and the people
who saw them could not discern them either. After all,
they had the name of Jesus upon them and they had the
name of Jesus upon their ministry with apparent results!
The goal of many ministries today is to make people
happy and create an atmosphere where this is all that is
present. There can be great crowds following even ear-
nest people which is not from God and not directed or
anointed by the Spirit of God.

Can you tell the difference?
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True Discernment

True discernment must come from God by faith apart
from what we perceive with our natural senses. The
Scripture says, “For everyone who partakes only of milk
is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is a
babe. But solid food is for the mature, who because of
practice have their senses trained to discern good and
evil.” (Hebrews 5:13-14) We see in these 2 verses the prob-
lem and the solution.

The problem is that many people in Christian work
are babes in Christ, or not converted at all. They might
have said the sinner’s prayer or something similar, but
there was not the deep work of the Holy Spirit to bring
real conviction of sin, true repentance; or a real faith in
Jesus that surrenders to Him as Lord and Savior. The
lives of these people is very shallow spiritually, and little
different from the world.

The solution’s first step is to study the Word of Righ-
teousness. The carnal people are accustomed to just the
milk of the Word, meaning just the elementary principles.
It is referred to as “solid food,” in comparison to just milk
for babies. This solid food is contains the Whole Council
of God and all that He does for you, as well as all that He
demands of you. It will lead to a righteous life in Christ,
not one that excuses or explains away carnal living.
“Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God.” (2 Corinthians 7:1) Many
so-called Christians today recoil at such a statement as this
and reject it as legalism, even though it is a Biblical com-
mand directly from the New Testament.

The solution’s second step is to have your senses
trained to discern good versus evil. Your senses are the
natural functions of your soul: Hearing and Seeing; and
also includes your feelings. Training means that you
must go through different situations and get it right some
times and get it wrong some times; until you can tell the
right way. This is why it involves much practice. Your
heart must learn to identify the true Work and Voice of the
Holy Spirit. He wants you to learn this so that you don’t
stumble through your Christian life following things that
bring you lower spiritually, instead of higher spiritually.

Jesus told us in advance that in the end times decep-
tion will be rampant and admonishes us to see that we
aren’t deceived. “And Jesus answered and said unto
them, Take heed that no man deceive you.” (Matthew 24:4)
This was the first thing that Jesus answered when He was
questioned by the disciples about the signs of His coming
and the end of the world. You will need much discern-
ment in these last days to keep from being deceived.

Can you tell the difference?
Pastor Jim Haga



Home and Family

Honor Father and Mother!

Parents! You ought to be in the Lord. Fathers!
Give your children the Lord’s discipline and instruction.
Children! Honor your parents in the Lord. (Ephesians
6:1-4)

There is much that is wrong in this world, but the
worst is surely that people live outside the fellowship of
the Lord. And itis especially grievous when unconverted
parents bring children into the world. If they have any
sense otherwise, they usually wish that their children will
become respectable people, even though they themselves
are not. “The children should go to Sunday school,” they
say, “for a little religion does them good.” Naturally —
mother and father themselves manage just fine without
church and God now. They had enough of that sort of
thing when they were children. Now they have grown up
—and godless! Poor blind parents!

I took two fine boys to Sunday school the other day.
Yes indeed, the children were absolutely to go to school,
for that was the custom at home. But the mother herself
stood in the home with hideous, red cheeks — blood-red —
long nails, and a cigarette in her mouth. [ wonder
whether such women think they are beautiful? It is as
ugly as anything can be!

Should children then obey such parents? Should the
boy run to the saloon now and then for a bottle of beer?
No — here the child must learn to obey God rather than
men. It is in the Lord that you are to obey your parents!
Therefore hear this, all you parents: are you in the Lord?
Poor you, who must give account on the great day of the
Lord if you led your children astray.

A young man stood before the court and was to be
sentenced for a crime he had committed. Suddenly he
caught sight of his mother sitting among those present.
Then he cried out loudly: “This is your fault, mother; for
you thought it was well done the first time I stole pota-
toes!”

As believing parents it is our duty to give our chil-
dren the Lord’s discipline and instruction. Children are
quite fond of teaching their parents some new, modern
commandments that are not written in the Bible. And
then the parents let the children have their way in order to
“have peace.” Yes, there will be a peace of sorts when a
whole crowd of little trolls run here and there and do as
they please almost all night. And then comes the curse.
Be sure of it — the curse comes.

Honor your father and your mother! Then it shall go
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well with you, and you shall live long on the earth.
Praised be the name of the Lord for the truth of this prom-
ise. Thousands can testify that this word is true. What a
blessing has shone over life through the years where there
was obedience and self-sacrifice between children and
parents.

A wild, disobedient girl brought flowers to her sick
mother in the hospital. The nurse, who knew of the
mother’s prayers for this daughter, said to the girl: “I will
give these flowers to your mother in a few days, when
they have withered.”

“No,” said the girl, “let mother have them now at
once, while they are fresh.”

Then the believing nurse said: “You think your
mother should have these flowers while they are fresh,
but you yourself will not give your heart to God while
you are young. You want to wait until sin has set its mark
upon you, and until your mother goes sorrowing to the
grave.” This set the girl thinking, and she began to seek
the Lord.

A man stood by his mother’s grave here in Chicago
and sobbed: “Oh mother, mother!” Those were his last
crocodile tears. His mother had been alive for seventy
years, but he had given her nothing but sorrow.

Here sits a joyful, old mother. Her smile is as bright
as the sun. Listen to her swan song: “The Lord is a won-
derful God! Oh, I am so well, so well! My children are
all so kind to me.”

“When wounds from life’s deep battles he, old and
weary, sees around him, toward the wonders of the
heaven of children he longs more and more. He came
upon the child-wings of the soul; his life fell within the
child’s ring: as such he drifts away, and lives.”

Sin and Atonement, R.P. Haakonson 1920s?

The Priority of Prayer
“We are too busy to pray, and so we are too
busy to have power. We have a great deal of ac-
tivity, but we accomplish little; many services
but few conversions; much machinery, but few
results.” R. A. Torrey

“There is nothing that makes us love a man so
much as praying for him.” William Law

“Ask and it shall be given unto you, seek and
you shall find, knock, and the door will be
opened unto you.” The Lord Jesus Christ




Is Conversion Necessary?
“Problems of Young Christians”

In relation to the question as to whether or not a per-
son is a Christian, many young people are troubled about
the matter of conversion. And so we get questions like
these: “Is conversion necessary? Must I have experi-
enced a definite passing over from death to life? Must |
be able to point to an exact time and place when [ became
a Christian?”

Let us look at this matter.

As Lutherans, with our practice of Infant Baptism,
we believe that the Christian life begins in Baptism. In
reply to the question, ‘What gifts or benefits does Bap-
tism bestow? Luther gives the following answer: “It
works forgiveness of sins, delivers from death and the
devil, and gives everlasting salvation to all who believe,
as the word and promise of God declare.”

The spiritual life implanted in the young child by
God in Baptism is of course in undeveloped form. Ifitis
to live and grow and expand, it must be nourished and
tended. Hence the superlative importance of Christian
instruction and training in the home and the church. Itisa
terrible thing to contemplate that many baptized children
actually starve to death spiritually because they are not
being properly fed with the bread of God’s Word given in
such a manner as is suitable to their years.

However, if properly taken care of in his soul life, the
baptized child should develop step by step into the estate
of a conscious life with God, in such case no conversion
is necessary. Conversion literally means a turning about,
so that if a Christian child should be converted, it would
mean that he would become a non-Christian.

But, you ask, is it possible for a baptized child to re-
main in his baptismal covenant? Yes, by God’s grace and
power it is possible. Samuel, Jeremiah, John the Baptist,
Timothy, are Biblical characters, circumcised or baptized
in childhood, concerning whom we have definite reasons
to believe that they remained always in fellowship with
God. Notice this statement of Paul concerning Timothy:
“From a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures,
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through
faith which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 3:15).

In some cases: however — yes, in far too many — we
are compelled by the evidences to believe that there has
been a falling away from God to such an extent that the
baptized persons, young or old, are no longer real, living
Christians. Then conversion is absolutely necessary if
the person is again to be a Christian. There must be a de-
cided change in such a life; there must be a turning about;
there must be a passing over from darkness to light, from
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the power of Satan unto God; there must be a conviction
of and sorrow for sin and a turning away from sin to God
for forgiveness for Christ’s sake and a resolution to live a
life in harmony with His will. If a conversion does not
take place in the case of one who has definitely fallen
away from his baptismal covenant, he continues to re-
main outside of a living fellowship with Christ,

This does not mean that a person should be able to
tell exactly the time or place or manner of his conversion.
Some Christians are able to do that; others not. The Spirit
of God works in many different ways. Not all conversion
experiences are cast in the same mold. The important
question is not when or how a person was converted, but
whether he is now living in a state of grace, daily seeking
forgiveness of sins and strength to live the Christian life.

(Editor: These next paragraphs gets to the heart of the
matter. Has the child had “an experience of sin and
grace.” This was mainline Lutheran teaching even into
the early 1970’s. )

Now let us return to him who has remained in his
baptismal covenant. It was stated above that no conver-
sion experience is required in his case. And that is true.
But some time in his life he has a religious experience
which we may term a spiritual awakening—a coming to
consciousness in the matter of his personal relation to
God. There comes a time when he consciously faces the
questions: Am I a Christian? Do I want to continue to be
a Christian? Up to that point his religious life has been
that of a child. As a result of Christian environment and
training he has gone along in the way of the Christian life,
saying his prayers, observing forms of worship, and the
like. But there comes a time when these things become
personal matters, when he faces the problem of doing
things Christian from choice rather than because of mere
habit or training; a time when, for instance, he really
prays and not merely says prayers.

Now a significant point to be noted is this, that in
such a conscious decision to live the Christian life the es-
sential elements are the same as in a conversion experi-
ence, namely, an experience of sin and grace. Such a
spiritually awakened young Christian becomes con-
sciously aware of sin and consciously sorry for sin and
faces the choice of whether or not consciously to ask God
for forgiveness and trust Him for it on the basis of
Christ’s redeeming work for him. If the decision is the
right one, his conscious Christian life begins from that
time on.

While the age for such a spiritual awakening or deci-
sion varies greatly, it is reasonable to assume that in the
majority of cases the experience comes before the usual
age for confirmation. The rite of confirmation really pre-
supposes this. In some cases, no doubt it comes much




later. As in the case of a conversion experience, the spiri-
tual awakening varies, of course, greatly as to mode.

With some it is sudden and decisive, with others it may be
more gradual and less definite. But again the important
question is not how and when, but whether the individual
is now living in a conscious state of grace.

So the answer to the question, Is Conversion Neces-
sary? It depends on the previous state of the individual
involved, as indicated above; but in any adult conscious
Christian life these elements must be present: conviction
of, and sorrow for sin, and an appropriation of the Grace
of God in Christ Jesus.

Martin Hegland PH. D., Religion Dean at St. Olaf
College, Augsburg Publishing House, 1932

Book one: What Prayer Is , (Part 3)

Helplessness: The First Mark of True Prayer

What spiritual condition does God recognize as true
prayer? At its heart, it is helplessness. Only the helpless
can truly pray. Prayer is ordained as a refuge for those
who have exhausted every other means, a final turning to
God. Even throughout the Christian life, the deepest,
most effective prayers arise from a sense of utter depend-
ence. Eloquence or ritual cannot substitute for the hum-
ble admission of need. Prayer and helplessness are
inseparable.

This truth comforts those who feel lost, unsure how
to pray, or burdened by sin and distraction. The honest
soul often hesitates before God, fearing its own impurity
or questioning whether it truly desires deliverance from
lukewarmness. Yet this very helplessness—struggling
against a divided nature—is itself a prayer. Wordless and
powerless though it may seem, it reaches God directly
and prompts His response, just as the man sick of the
palsy’s silent need stirred divine action.

Even a mother understands the power of helpless de-
pendence. An infant cannot form words but cries out in
need; often, even sight alone suffices to touch the
mother’s heart. So our helplessness reaches God’s heart.
Day and night, He attends to it, responding ceaselessly
with mercy. Just as a devoted mother cares for her child
regardless of comprehension or resistance, so God lov-
ingly sustains His frail, erring children.

This care extends even to the unconverted. Many
imagine God indifferent or hostile, yet Scripture portrays
a God who pours sun and rain upon the just and unjust
alike. Christ prayed for His enemies and wept over a city
beyond rescue, revealing a love that encompasses both
temporal and spiritual needs. He responds to the help-
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lessness of all hearts, even when they flee from Him.
Prayer is for the helpless, but helplessness must remain
open to God’s aid.

Consider the sinner who no longer flees God. Stand-
ing in His light, the soul sees its sin, rebellion, and aver-
sion to Scripture. Weak-willed and prone to sin, it cries
out yet perceives no immediate answer. Feeling aban-
doned, it may doubt the effectiveness of its prayers. Yet
this helpless cry is precisely the strongest appeal. God
heard the first honest plea and continues to incline His
ear, watching for the heart that turns in dependence.

Prayer does not compel God to act; rather, it is the
soul’s response to Christ knocking at the heart’s door.
Helplessness opens that door. To pray is to admit Jesus
into our distress. His work begins even before we per-
ceive His presence or answer. Often, we expect immedi-
ate peace, assurance, or joy. When these fail to appear,
we misinterpret God’s action. Yet, like Peter at the foot-
washing, we often do not yet see what God is accom-
plishing. “What I do thou knowest not now; but thou
shalt understand hereafter,” He assures.

Helplessness must never hinder prayer. Itis its secret
power and a gift from God. Only when we admit our
helplessness do we truly open our hearts to Christ and al-
low Him to act according to His mercy. From heaven’s
perspective, prayers that seem weak or halting may carry
greater weight than fluent, confident ones. Confused,
broken, and shame-filled prayers may cause rejoicing be-
fore God.

This experience often begins at the onset of the
Christian life. As God humbles the heart, crushing
self-sufficiency, emotions are stirred — not merely be-
cause all is new, but because God is incomprehensible.
Confronted with His inscrutability, the awakened sinner
asks painful questions: Why no peace? Why unan-
swered cries? Suffering without understanding feels
meaningless and provokes rebellion. Yet God’s inscruta-
bility humbles self-confidence and opens the heart to true
dependence.

If the soul does not flee but remains before God, a
miracle occurs. God draws it into fellowship, enabling
rest despite confusion. The soul learns, by experience,
that helplessness is its rightful plea. Like an infant with
its mother, the believer realizes complete dependence on
God in forgiveness, sanctification, growth, and faithful-
ness. Helplessness, once the source of anxiety, becomes
the quiet, sustaining power of prayer. The Spirit moves
us to pray whenever we perceive our impotence—to be-
lieve, love, serve, suffer, or resist sin.

Yet self-sufficiency often returns. Peace fades,
worldliness returns, sin gains ground. God humbles us
repeatedly, restoring us to dependence, restoring prayer,



and righting our relationship with Him and others. Help-
lessness, like physical paralysis, is initially unbearable.
Later, when accepted, it forms humility, gratitude, and
deep dependence. It binds us to God more profoundly
than words can express.

“Without me ye can do nothing,” Jesus teaches.
Helplessness is the decisive factor in prayer and our en-
tire relationship with God. Expecting nothing from our-
selves, we bring everything to Him. In doing so, we open
the door for God’s mighty power to work, allowing Him
to act in our lives according to His infinite mercy. Help-
lessness is not weakness — it is the foundation of true
prayer and the path to intimate fellowship with God.

“It’s Friday, But Sunday’s Coming!”

It’s Friday.
Jesus is praying. Peter’s asleep. Judas is betraying—
but Sunday’s comin’!

It’s Friday.
Pilate’s struggling. The council is conspiring. The
crowd is vilifying — they don’t even know that
Sunday’s comin’!

It’s Friday.
The disciples are running like sheep without a shepherd.
Mary’s crying. Peter is denying — but they don’t know
that Sunday’s a comin’!

It’s Friday.
The Romans beat my Jesus. They robe Him in scarlet.
They crown Him with thorns — but they don’t know that
Sunday’s comin’!

It’s Friday.
See Jesus walking to Calvary, His blood dripping, His
body stumbling, And His spirit’s burdened — but you
see, it’s only Friday — Sunday’s comin’!

It’s Friday.
The world’s winning. People are sinning, and evil’s
grinning —

It’s Friday.
The soldiers nail my Savior’s hands to the cross; They

nail my Savior’s feet to the cross; and then they raise
Him up next to criminals —

It’s Friday...

But let me tell you something — Sunday’s comin’!
It’s Friday.

The disciples are questioning, “What has happened to
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our King?” And the Pharisees are celebrating that their
scheming has been achieved — but they don’t know — it’s
only Friday — Sunday’s comin’!

It’s Friday.
He’s hanging on the cross, feeling forsaken by His Fa-
ther, left alone and dying — can nobody save Him?
Ooooh... It’s Friday — But Sunday’s comin’!

It’s Friday.
The earth trembles.
yields His spirit.

It’s Friday.
Hope is lost. Death has won. Sin has conquered...and
Satan’s just a-laughin’

It’s Friday.
Jesus is buried; a soldier stands guard, and a rock is
rolled into place — but it’s Friday — Itis only Friday —
But Sunday is a comin’!!!— S. M. Lockridge

The sky grows dark. My King

UpDate

For over a 100 years, the Morning Glory has been in
print. What began in the 1920s continues today only
because of God’s faithfulness and the generosity of
faithful readers like you.

There is no subscription fee for the Morning Glory.
We have chosen to keep it available by freewill of-
fering so that no one is prevented from receiving it.
However, it costs approximately $30 per year to as-
semble, print, and mail each subscription.

If this ministry has been a blessing to you, would
you prayerfully consider helping support it? Your
gift—of any size—helps ensure that the Morning
Glory can continue reaching hearts with Christ-cen-
tered devotional truth.

If you are not able to give at this time, please receive
it as a gift. Others will help carry the cost. But if it
has been a while since you have contributed, we
gently encourage you to consider doing so now.

You may also consider a legacy gift to the Hauge Lu-
theran Innermission in your will, or a direct contri-
bution from a 401(k) or IRA account, which can
provide tax advantages while supporting a ministry
you value.

Most important of all, please pray for us. Pray that
we remain faithful in proclaiming repentance, re-
newal, and life in Christ. We are partners together in
this work. Thank you for your prayers and for giving
as the Lord enables you.
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We have the following publications available for
you. They can be ordered using the envelope in the
center. Postage will be paid by an anonymous donor.

Altar Steps

This daily devotional was
written by Pastor R.P. Haak-
onson and was published in
1947. It is suitable for families
with children. It has illustra-
tions from daily life, and a
strong salvation emphasis.
Suggested offering: $8.00.

Mirror of the Heart

This book was published in MIRROR

1900 by an unknown author. Tt ol the

contains some very earnest HEART

meditations and fervent prayers.

It also contains ten very graphic

pictures of the human heart. i
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remarkable sermon at Enfield, lntoef e
ANGRY GOD

Conn. on July 8, 1741. It was at
night while he was reading it to a
large congregation, that the
lights became dim and he read
with difficulty, and the influence

was so great on the congregation that strong men and
women cried and screamed for mercy and even
grabbed their seats for fear they would slide into hell
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that very moment. Suggested Offering: $1.00.

Spirit and Power

Ludvig Hope was a Norwegian
lay preacher, writer, teacher and
organizer. This book is filled
with solid Biblical meat for
those who want to walk in depth
with the Lord. It is written from
a Lutheran pietistic perspective
and contains 40 chapters of ex-

position on different aspects of how God works to
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bring a lost sinner to be saved and then to follow Jesus
in the Power of the Holy Spirit. This is not casual
reading, but earnest direction for anyone wanting to
take up their cross and follow the Lord. Suggested
Offering: $12.00

Infant Baptism and
Adult Conversion

This work by Ole Hallesby is
much needed in our Lutheran
circles today as salvation solely
through baptism is proclaimed
far and wide and people are
given assurance at a funeral that
the deceased is in heaven because they were baptized
as an infant, even if they had no faith at all. Hallesby
answers the needed questions: Is Infant Baptism Bib-
lical?; Do all those baptized need to make a choice to
repent and follow Christ?; Is Conversion needed for
everyone, including those who were baptized?; Can
the baptized go lost? Suggested Offering: $10.00.
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