
When the Young Lay Preacher
Came to Utøen

hen the young lay preacher ar rived on Utøen,
Ludvig Hope was in town.  Peo ple be gan go -

ing to the meet ings – many peo ple, peo ple of
all kinds.  Among them was the young Mrs.

Torsberg.  At the meet ing she was seized by the power of
the Word.  She was awak ened.  From the depths of her
soul she cried out for sal va tion – and she was given grace
in Christ.  She left the meet ing a con verted and joy ful
woman.

Her hus band, too, was later con verted.  It did not
hap pen quickly with him – no – but he was con verted all
the same, and that is what truly mat ters.

Thomas Torsberg of ten spoke of his home dis trict. 
There was lit tle spir i tual life there.  Rarely was the Word
of God’s way laid upon peo ple’s hearts.  This bur den
now rested heavily on him.  New life in the soul soon
makes it self known.  It shows it self in many ways – but
es pe cially in this:  that the sal va tion of oth ers be comes a
long ing, a prayer, a  holy ne ces sity.

Thomas spoke with his wife, and she un der stood his
long ing.  A shared life-pulse stirred in them both – some -
thing new.  God’s sal va tion had en tered both heart and
home.  Some one had to be sent to Utøen with God’s
Word.  They spoke with Hjalmar Solhaug, and he was
will ing to go – in God’s name.  Friends prom ised to sup -
port him in prayer.

Five peo ple are not a large gath er ing – but they were
dearly bought.  They met in the prayer house, hud dled to -
gether by the stove.  There Hjalmar Solhaug shared the
Bread of Life with them. He told them that he had been

asked to come to Utøen.  Now he was there.  He wanted
to speak to the peo ple about Je sus, about the great sal va -
tion found in Him – to call young and old into God’s
king dom.

That first small meet ing soon ended.
Pas tor Fladnes had kindly an nounced the meet ing, but 

the old pas tor dis ap proved.  He warned his chap lain and
son-in-law that one must be cau tious with trav el ing
preach ers.  Even with cor rect Lu theran teach ing, they
might lack a sound church spirit and could stir un rest.  The 
young chap lain took this se ri ously.  Guarding the flock
was es sen tial.  The an nounce ment, Pas tor Fladnes con -
cluded, had been a mis take.

Yet the prayer house filled – mostly with young peo -
ple ea ger to hear the young lay preacher.  Pas tor Fladnes
also at tended.

Hjalmar Solhaug re joiced in the at ten tive lis ten ers. 
He felt a liv ing con nec tion with the young, and they
sensed the mes sage was meant for them.  They lis tened
openly.

Pas tor Fladnes lis tened as well – and sensed dan ger. 
Grace, he felt, was be ing pressed too strongly upon the
peo ple.  Young hearts are eas ily led astray.  Some thing had 
to be done.  The prayer house must be closed.  The an -
nounce ment must be un done.

The prayer house was closed.  Not only to Hjalmar
Solhaug, but also to Him who came to draw hearts with
eter nal love.  That eve ning the prayer house on Utøen was
closed – bolted and barred – for a long time.

Hjalmar Solhaug fought his bat tle alone be fore God. 
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The cause was God’s, not his.  
In God’s name he had come
as His ser vant.  Now God
Him self would have to take
con trol.  The young man
could not man age it on his
own.  But if God chose to use
him, he was will ing to suf fer
for His sake.

He re mained calm.  His
con science was clear.  No one 
could truth fully ac cuse his
life or deny that he preached
God’s way of sal va tion.  With 
the fel low ship and bless ing
of the Spirit, he had noth ing
to fear.  He would stand for
the truth – for the Lord’s sake
and for the sake of pre cious
souls.

The gov ern ing board
soon sent him a bill – four
kro ner for two meet ings.  It
was meant as a re buke.  The
board re ceived its money –
but those coins were stained
with the heart’s blood of a
ser vant of God.

At Åsgård Hall an other
gath er ing as sem bled – timid
souls, but hun gry ones.  Pas -
tor Fladnes was there, along
with two trusted men.  Spirit
met spirit.  Pas tor Fladnes
had come to op pose the
young preacher, but he could
not find the words.  The two
men who had come to ob -
serve were so af fected that
they spent the en tire meet ing
in si lent prayer for him.

Åsgård Hall was soon
closed as well.  But in an other 
as sem bly hall – long a strong -
hold of sin – the meet ings
were al lowed to con tinue. 
There the young peo ple
came.  Mu sic that once drew
them to empty plea sure was
re placed by some thing new,
ris ing from the depths of their 
own souls.  They re turned. 
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They lis tened.  And for some, the Word be came seed
bear ing fruit for eter nal life.

Among those touched was Anton Qvistad, a man
who had trav eled widely and served in the Span -
ish-Amer i can War sup ply ing horses to the army.  Strong
and in tel li gent, he was now dy ing.  Blood ves sels had
burst in his chest.  He lay in his mother’s small room on
Utøen, wait ing for death.

He sent for Hjalmar Solhaug.
“Are you the one preach ing God’s Word here?” 

Anton asked.  “Yes.”  “Do you be lieve in Christ?”  “Yes.”  
“Do you be lieve in Him with out res er va tion?”

Hjalmar met his ear nest gaze.  “Yes.  I be lieve in
Christ com pletely. I have ex pe ri enced His sav ing power
my self.”

Anton broke down.  He had lived with out Christ and
now stood be fore death with noth ing to rest upon.  The
strong man trem bled.

Hjalmar opened God’s Word and pointed to the free
grace of God in His Son – to the blood that cleanses from
all sin, to the One who bore guilt, made atone ment, and
won eter nal righ teous ness for sin ners.

The next day a mes sage came from Anton.  Dawn
had bro ken in death’s dark ness.  The chain was bro ken –
the bird was free.  The strug gle had been fierce, but now
there was solid ground.  Grace had set ev ery thing right. 
He was saved and could die in peace, with song and tears
of joy.

For Hjalmar Solhaug, this mes sage con firmed his
call ing.  God had sent him to Utøen, and now he knew it. 
The joy out weighed ev ery dis ap point ment.

For a few days there was si lence – but only the si -
lence be fore thun der.

Hjalmar had done what he could, and his money was
gone.  But then Paul Kvam came – the son of one of the
larg est farms and the only openly Chris tian young man in 
the dis trict.  His home would be opened.  God’s awak en -
ing Word must con tinue.

The work went on.  Pas tor Thorvaldvik grew
alarmed and closed the sec ond prayer house.  But it made
no dif fer ence.  Farmers opened their homes.  Even a
wealthy heir ess opened her grand house wide.

From the pul pit, Pas tor Thorvaldvik thun dered warn -
ings two Sun days in a row.  He had fought awak ened be -
liev ers be fore and knew the bat tle well.  But it was
use less.  The peo ple wanted God’s Word.

Plans were made to bring in the well-known em is -
sary Mauri to drive Solhaug out.  But Mauri re fused to
op pose him.  He knew the young preacher and would not
hin der God’s work.  Af ter a few days Mauri left, and
Hjalmar re mained.

Only sus pi cion and slan der were left, and they were

used freely.  Mock ery rang out late into the night.
But souls fought in se cret hours – fought life’s hard -

est bat tle and won its great est vic tory.  They found life
and peace in God.

Spring broke through win ter’s grip.  Ice shat tered. 
Dark ness fled be fore light and warmth.  Noth ing could
stop it – God was in the spring.

Hearts were bound to Christ with eter nal love.  The
Lord had be gun His work on Utøen.  God’s young peo ple 
rose like morn ing dew, shaped through suf fer ing by
God’s own hand, spread ing the fra grance of Christ to this
day.

On Solid Ground, Peder Fostervold, 1919

Un fath om able oceans of grace

“Let us fix our eyes on Je sus!” He brews 12:2

For ev ery look at self – take ten looks at Christ!  Live
near to Je sus – and all things will ap pear lit tle to you in
com par i son with eter nal re al i ties.

How many mil lions of daz zling pearls and gems are
at this mo ment hid den in the deep re cesses of the ocean
caves.  Like wise, un fath om able oceans of grace are in
Christ for you.  Dive and dive again – you will never
come to the bot tom of these depths!

When you gaze upon the sun – it makes ev ery thing
else dark; when you taste honey – it makes ev ery thing
else taste less.  Like wise, when your soul feeds on Je sus –
it takes away the sweet ness of all earthly things; praise,
plea sure, fleshly lusts, all lose their sweet ness.

Keep a con tin ued gaze!  Run, look ing unto Je sus.  So
will the world be cru ci fied to you – and you unto the
world! (Gal 6:14)

Robert Murray McCheyne, GraceGems.com
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The Su preme Court of the United States
has of fi cially stated, “This is a Chris tian
na tion,”  not in the sense, of course, that

we have an of fi cial re li gion or that the
coun try does not tol er ate all creeds, but

be cause, as the high est court ex plains, the 
found ing fa thers, the orig i nal charters, the 

early prac tices through out the coun try
were dis tinctly Chris tian.  Our bless ings
come from the Bi ble, from the Sav ior,

from His Gos pel.
(From the ser mon “For Christ and Coun try” by
Dr. Wal ter A. Maier, from the book by the same

name, page 323)
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And They Shall See His Face

“And there shall be no curse anymore, and the
throne of God and the Lamb shall be therein
and His servants shall serve Him; and they
shall see His face and His name shall be on
their foreheads.” (Rev. 22:3-4)

A pe cu liar feel ing that can not be ex plained touches
us as we look into the face of one we love.  What will it
not be in eter nity when we be hold the face of our Re -
deemer!

I know I shall find an an swer to my long ings and
prayers when be hold ing Him, for the Word of God says
so. Ps. 17, v. 15  “As for me, I shall be hold thy face in
righ teous ness, I shall be sat is fied, when I awake, with
be hold ing thy form.”

I can still vi sion my old Chris tian fa ther’s face and
the face of my child-how I love to dwell upon them.  It is 
a rest these dark days to think of heaven and its cen ter of
at trac tion – Je sus.

I have found the lit tle book “Liv ing Wa ters” point -
ing that way.  Am glad for its pub li ca tion and hope many 
will buy and read it.  So many of our Chris tian work ers
are near ing the sun set of their lives.  Let us give them a
lift of ap pre ci a tion be fore they leave.  Even Je sus craved 
the fel low ship of friends.  Chris tian work ers are a gift
from God and He should re ceive the first honor, but

there is a close re la tion also with God’s peo ple.
“The Hauge Move ment” book is also a piece of lit -

er a ture that truly de serves rec og ni tion.  Look at our
world to day with its filth, cru elty and suf fer ing.  We
truly need a house-clean ing within and with out, that’s
what the Hauge Move ment was and is meant to be.

I have a lit tle spark of de sire yet in my heart to honor 
God and sup port the moral is sues of life, but how weak
and faulty my ef forts are!  It is fairly easy to ad vice and
coun sel oth ers by the Word of God when all is tol er a bly
well, but when God chooses to send sor row and fi ery tri -
als your way, you are al most ashamed to speak-you feel
so crushed.  Thank God whose pa tience is be yond ours.

Our boys are fast fill ing the ranks of our armed
forces, and as I think of my own boys, my great est con -
cern is for their souls.

I have read some fine let ters from sol diers in train -
ing, printed in Morn ing Glory.  May they be faith ful to
God.  I hope there will be many such tes ti mo nies from
the front lines.  Let us re mem ber es pe cially such boys
who are not backed up with prayers from home.  We
can not do too much for our boys who risk their lives for
us.

In ci dentally, I have been much awake on the li quor
traf fic, now es pe cially, in re gard to our armed forces.  I
have ap pealed to our U.S. Sen a tors sev eral times and to -
gether with friends urged them to up hold and vote for
“the Sheppard Bill.”  I wish that ev ery mother would re -
ally take this se ri ously.  Be in formed and alert.  Tune in
on the Tem per ance Talks over WCAL ev ery Thurs day at 
8 A.M.

We are up against cha otic con di tions, and even the
best among us may be come con fused and fail.  It is no
won der many are ask ing:  How long, oh Lord!  How
long be fore you will come again?

I know there is a wrong way and a right way to wait
for His Com ing.  It is only hu man to long for a re lease
and His Com ing would mean that to His chil dren; but
God wants us here for a pur pose, so even in the fur nace
of af flic tion and sor row we should be sat is fied to bide
His time, giv ing Him the honor of choos ing the day for
our eman ci pa tion.

It pains us all to see and hear of the cruel suf fer ings
in flicted upon men and beast.  God has said: “For we
know the whole cre ation groaneth and travaileth in pain
to gether un til now.”  (Rom. 8:22)

But at the end of the way, God will come.  “And He
shall wipe away ev ery tear from their eyes; and death
shall be no more; nei ther shall there be mourn ing, nor
cry ing, nor pain any more.”  

Mrs. A. Flo, Rapidan, Minn. 
Morning Glory, July, 1942

The Life of Assurance
“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and

they fol low Me;  and I give eter nal life to them, and
they shall never per ish; and no one shall snatch them 
out of My hand.”  (John 10:27-28)

Je sus prom ises eter nal life to Chris tians and gives the
added as sur ance that they shall never per ish and no
one can take them out of His hand.  But at the same
time, Je sus de fines the lives of these be liev ers.  He
says that they “hear His Voice.”  This shows a life of
prayer and per sonal com mu nion with the Lord.  He
also states that “they fol low Me.”  Their lives are set
to fol low Je sus and God’s Will for their lives, not their 
own will.  What is more, the tenses of the verbs that
are used to de scribe these ac tions means a con tin ual
ac tion which these Chris tians are ac tively in volved in.  
These are the ones whom Je sus says that “He knows,”
and this ac tion is con tin ual as well.  Je sus’ prom ise of
As sur ance of Sal va tion is given to those who are ac -
tively liv ing with the Sav ior, not to some one who sim -
ply made a one time de ci sion and never fol lowed the
Lord to an ac tive life of faith.
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Ed i to rial
Wayne Almlie

The Knowl edge of Sin and the Fear of the Lord
“For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword,
and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow,

and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”
(Heb. 4:12)

This verse high lights the pierc ing power of God’s
Word—not merely to in struct or com fort, but to ex -
pose the heart, to re veal sin, and to awaken a sense of
ac count abil ity be fore God.

How im por tant, then, is the knowl edge of sin in our
Chris tian life?  Re cently, I watched a video of a
woman at tend ing church for the first time.  She was
vis i bly shocked by the em pha sis on sin.  She did n’t
con sider her self a bad per son; she cer tainly did n’t see
her self as a sin ner.  Her re ac tion is tell ing.  To day,
many in our cul ture are un fa mil iar with the idea that
sin is real, per sonal, and dan ger ous.

Sadly, this lack of un der stand ing of ten leads to deeper
cri ses of faith.  Prom i nent fig ures like Jen Hatmaker,
Joshua Har ris, Rob Bell, and Bart Campolo—once re -
garded as pil lars of the Chris tian com mu nity—have
pub licly de-con structed their faith.  They were once
seen as mod els of de vo tion and bib li cal un der stand -
ing, yet now ap pear to have walked away en tirely. 
How does this hap pen?

I have seen it hap pen closer to home, too.  Peo ple I
stud ied with at a non-ac cred ited Lu theran Bi ble
school—young men and women who de voted Two
years in study ing God’s Word—only to later aban -
doned their faith.  They knew Scrip ture, they claimed
to be lieve Scrip ture, but for one rea son or an other,
their faith did not hold.  What did they miss?

Ev ery Lu theran knows this from ex pe ri ence.  Young
adults go through con fir ma tion, say all the right words
up in front of the con gre ga tion on con fir ma tion
Sunday, but then most of them never set foot in church
again.  What did they miss? 

I can speak from per sonal ex pe ri ence.  I once had an
in fant faith—a child like faith, un tested and frag ile.  As 
I grew, my will be came stron ger.  I wanted to live life
on my own terms.  I sought ap proval from peers, in -

dulged in the things they val ued, and pushed away the
au thor ity of God.  I even knew Scrip ture, at tended
Sunday school, was con firmed, and yet, for years, I
lived in dis obe di ence.

And yet, I had the fear of the Lord.  I be lieved in hell.  I 
be lieved that if I died un re pen tant, I would be con -
demned.  That fear—rooted in God’s law and jus -
tice—drove me, ul ti mately, to the cross of Christ.

This fear, as Mar tin Lu ther de scribes, is not mere
dread; it is a God-given aware ness of our sin and its
con se quences.  In Lu theran the ol ogy, it cor re sponds to 
the work of the Law:  The con vic tion that re veals our
sin and our des per ate need for a Sav ior.  The fear of the 
Lord tells us:  “I am a sin ner, and God is just.  With out
Christ, I am lost.”

With out this fear, a per son may re main se cure in their
sin, com fort able in their own righ teous ness, and blind
to their need for sal va tion.  This, I be lieve, is what is
miss ing in much of con tem po rary Chris tian ity:  the
proper knowl edge of sin and a healthy fear of the
Lord.

My jour ney was long and dif fi cult.  I re sisted sub mis -
sion for years, yet the fear of God per sisted, re mind ing 
me that I could not out run His jus tice.  It was this
aware ness that fi nally brought me to sur ren der and
faith in Christ.

Per haps the great est chal lenge for to day’s church is
help ing peo ple un der stand sin—not as a list of bad be -
hav iors, but as a con di tion of the heart—and nur tur ing
a fear of the Lord that points us to Christ.  With out this, 
faith can re main shal low, frag ile, and eas ily aban -
doned.

The Word of God is alive and ac tive.  Let it pierce,
con vict, and guide.  Let it awaken hearts to the re al ity
of sin and the glory of sal va tion in Je sus Christ.
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From Our Fellowship Circle

R.&C. H.
Dear friends:  Thank you for con tin u ing to send us

the Morn ing Glory.  En closed is a do na tion to help with
the cost.   Sin cerely,

L. L. H.  Thief River Falls, MN
To whom it may con cern:  I am send ing a con tri bu tion to 
your or ga ni za tion and would like a sub scrip tion to the
Morn ing Glory pa per.  Thank You

F.C.
The Lord is so good and may we know that.  Worldly
ways are not God’s ways.  He has given us the Holy
Spirit to guide and di rect us and the Holy Bi ble learn
from and Je sus our Sav ior who was born a hum ble baby.  
But her alds as King of Kings by the an gels.  Je sus a gift
we are so blessed to re ceive.  Keep the Morn ing Glory
com ing as it has many les sons we must know and thank
God for His help al ways.  To God be the Glory!

Nor we gian Im mi gra tion
Be gins 1825

Lars Larson Jeilane-the Leader of the 
First Im mi gra tion Party.

(Ed i tor: 2025 was the 200th an ni ver sary of the first
boat of Nor we gian im mi grants to Amer ica.) 

This prom i nent Nor we gian Quaker and leader was
born in or near Stavanger in 1787.  He was a war pris oner
in Eng land 1807-1814, or at least part of that time.  He
was vis ited in prison by a very ear nest Eng lish Chris tian
Quaker, Mar ga ret Al len.  He worked for her af ter his re -
lease.  He was con verted, as we have rea son to be lieve,
not just to the Quaker faith, but to the liv ing God and the
Sav ior Je sus Christ.

Com ing back to Stavanger, he or ga nized the first
“So ci ety of Friends” (Quak ers) in Nor way and had de vo -
tional meet ings in his home.  The out stand ing Chris tian
Quaker, from Amer ica, Ste phen Grellet, was in his home
in 1818 and sug gested he and the other Quak ers look for a 
home in Amer ica.  So af ter the ad vance agent Cleng
Peerson came back, Lars Larson started for Amer ica July
4, 1825.  He was mar ried.  A girl was born to them on the
way, whom they named Mar ga ret Al len, af ter the Eng lish 
bene fac tress who had led him to Christ.

Lars Larson must have been a man of means, as he
both fit ted out the ship “Restaurationen” and later built a

large house in Roch es ter, N. Y.  He was an un usu ally love -
able, friendly and hos pi ta ble man.  Hun dreds and hun dreds 
of im mi grants, on the way to the Mid west, stopped at the
Larson home in Roch es ter, where he be friended them,
housed and fed them ab so lutely free and gra tis.  For days at 
the time, not less than 100 stopped there at one sin gle time.  
“I was a stranger and ye took me in.”

Sad to say, our most no ble and un self ish Chris tian
coun try man lost his life, fall ing from a ca nal boat while
on his way to New York, No vem ber 13, 1845. Age 58. 
“Thou shalt keep him in per fect peace (and love) whose
mind is stayed on Thee.” 

Blessed be the mem ory of Lars Larson Jeilane!

Ole Olson Hetletvedt – Our Very First Lay-preacher

Sorry to say, there seem to be very few liv ing Chris -
tians in the first im mi gra tion party that left Stavanger,
July 4, 1825.  They were fifty-two in all.  Many of them
seem to be drink ers and ca rous ers.  How ever, there was a
lit tle sprin kling of liv ing Chris tians.  There was Larson,
the leader, and his wife.  There was a sin gle man, Ole
John son, who lived un til 1879, and whose Bi ble is in
keep ing yet.  There were a few Quak ers, and there was
the ear nest Chris tian sin gle man, Ole Olson Hetletvedt,
who had de vo tional and prayer meet ings among them af -
ter the Haugean cus tom.

So Hetletvedt was the first one among us to sound the 
bu gle of truth and sal va tion-first on the ship, then first in
the Kend all col ony, New York, then first again at Fox
River, Il li nois.  He kept on faith fully un til his death in
1849.  He taught pa ro chial school; he preached and did
per sonal work and con ducted prayer meet ings.  He was
around sell ing Bibles and Chris tian lit er a ture for the
Amer i can Bi ble So ci ety at times.

For eigh teen years, from 1825 to 1843, there was no
or dained min is ter among our peo ple, but Hetlevedt and
oth ers car ried on their soul-win ning work-in pri vate and
pub lic to the sick and needy-called by none but God and
sup ported by none but God.  Hetletvedt mar ried twice. 
Both his wives were Amer i can.  A very noted son, Col o -
nel Por ter Olson, died in ac tion in the Civil War.

May these prayer and de vo tional meet ings old
Hetletvedt started in 1825 and kept up for some
twenty-four years never die among us.  Sin ners came to
the throne of grace for mercy and par don then.  They will
do it now.

From “The Hauge Movement in America” © Copy right 
1941, Hauge Innermission Fed er a tion



Believable… Yet unbelievable

The wis est man in the Bi ble fell into sex ual sin, the
stron gest man in the Bi ble fell into sex ual sin, and the
god li est man in the Bi ble fell into sex ual sin. 

For me to think I’m above fall ing into this sin is to
think I am wiser than Sol o mon, stron ger than Sampson,
and god lier than King Da vid.

Voddie Baucham

Example One

Re cently Chris tian au thor Philip Yancey said in an
emailed state ment to CT that he had en gaged in an af fair
with a mar ried woman for eight years and would re tire
from writ ing and speak ing. (2026)

Yancey, started his writ ing ca reer in 1971 at Cam -
pus Life mag a zine, which be came a part of CT a few
years later.  He wrote for CT for de cades, re port ing and
later be com ing a reg u lar col um nist and ed i tor at large. 
His books, in clud ing What’s So Amaz ing About Grace?, 
have sold more than 15 mil lion cop ies.  He of ten wrote
about faith in the face of pain and suf fer ing.

Example Two

Steve Law son, a well-known Re formed pas tor, au -
thor, and con fer ence speaker, was in volved in a re cent
moral fail ure in volv ing sex ual sin.

In 2024, Law son was re moved from min is try roles
af ter it was dis cov ered he had been in volved in an in ap -
pro pri ate re la tion ship with a woman not his wife (de -
scribed pub licly as adul tery).

He had served as a teach ing fel low with Ligonier
Min is tries and as a pas tor at Trin ity Bi ble Church of
Dal las.

Both or ga ni za tions an nounced his re moval af ter the
mis con duct came to light.

Ed i tor:  These are a cou ple of the more well known
peo ple who have fallen into sex ual sin.  I could prob a bly 
eas ily give you a list of twenty names.  It seems like
lately, I see a new name at least ev ery week, not well
known names, but yet, pas tors, teach ers, writ ers, and
mu si cians who have had their wit ness and tes ti mony ru -
ined.  Peo ple re fer to the “Billy Gra ham rule.”  He never
al lowed him self to be alone with a woman other than his 
wife.  Other men of in teg rity have adopted that same
rule.  I have strived to live by that rule as well.  Of course 
when the world hears of such a man, they mock him. 
But in the light of all the moral fail ure we see around us,
it is only wis dom. 

The Years of our Church

The fourth prin ci ple: Mem bers of the or ga nized
con gre ga tion are not, in ev ery in stance, be liev ers, and
such hyp o crites of ten de rive a false hope from their ex -
ter nal con nec tions with the con gre ga tion.  It is there fore
the sa cred ob li ga tion of the con gre ga tion to pu rify it self
by the quick en ing preach ing of the Word, by ear nest ad -
mo ni tion and ex hor ta tion, and by ex pel ling the openly
sin ful and per verse. 

This prin ci ple re it er ates the point that only true be -
liev ers are true mem bers of the Chris tian church.  This
does not mean, as some have in ferred, that a con gre ga -
tion is not a con gre ga tion when it has a num ber of nom i -
nal Chris tians in its midst.  The New Tes ta ment writ ings
in di cate very clearly that sim i lar sit u a tions pre vailed
also in the ap os tolic con gre ga tions.  But the Word of
God does not state that they were not con gre ga tions.  On 
the con trary, the Apos tle Paul ad dresses them again and
again as such.  How ever, it is equally clear from the
Scrip tures that the con gre ga tions were not to be con tent
with this state of af fairs; they were to seek to win the un -
be liev ing church mem bers to the new life in God.

The fourth prin ci ple also in di cates the ways in
which this is to be done.  It men tions first “quick en ing
preach ing” of the Word of God.  By this is meant live or
vi tal preach ing, preach ing which seeks to awaken the
lis tener to spir i tual life.  Such preach ing must pro claim
that sin con demns and that we are saved by grace
through faith in Je sus Christ. 

The prin ci ple next men tions ad mo ni tion and ex hor -
ta tion.  And, fi nally, in the case of the openly un godly
and per verse, the prin ci ple states that ex pul sion should
be re sorted to, in or der to rid the con gre ga tion of of -
fense.  The Lu theran Free Church has never ac cepted
the view point that the mem ber ship of a con gre ga tion
nec es sar ily con sists of true Chris tians only.  It has rather
pro ceeded on the prem ise that un be liev ers and hyp o -
crites may have been ac cepted into the con gre ga tion and 
that there may be mem bers who once were true be liev -
ers but who have fallen away from God.  For this rea son, 
as well as, in or der to win the out sider, evan ge lis tic
meet ings and evan ge lis tic preach ing are stressed in Lu -
theran Free Church con gre ga tions. 

Clarence J. Carlsen , The Lutheran Free Publishing
Company, 1942

Ed i tor: The Hauge Innermission is avail able to do a
week end Bi ble Con fer ence in your church, Just let us
know and we can work to gether on the de tails.
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Today’s Christian Music – Part VI
This is the sixth in a se ries of ar ti cles on mu sic used

in Chris tian ity to day.  I will be com par ing it with the
Scrip tures to see if it lines up with the Bib li cal Stan dards
for Chris tian Mu sic.

Lu ther and Mu sic – Part II

Mar tin Lu ther was not only a great theo lo gian, but
also a mu si cian.  He is cred ited with bring ing cor po rate
sing ing back to wor ship.   When we look at what Lu ther
ac tu ally wrote, we shall see the Lu ther's view of Chris -
tian mu sic is in line with what I have doc u mented that
the Scrip tures list as fit ting for mu sic.  In his com men -
tary on Psalm 68:4, Lu ther wrote: 

A psal ter is a book of praise; a psalm is a song of 
praise or a lau da tory poem such as the po ets
com posed, sung in times past to the ac com pa ni -
ment of string mu sic.  This re lates to all the ser -
mons of sweet Gos pel which pro claim God’s
grace, honor, and praise.  As the fin gers strum
the strings to ac com pany the song of the mouth,
so the preach ing is ac com pa nied by deeds and
mi rac u lous signs. 1

This is rep re sen ta tive of Lu ther’s view of the
Psalms, be cause their pri mary func tion was to pro claim
the Word of God and the gra cious Gos pel of Christ. 

Lu ther also be lieved that the lyr ics should ac cu -
rately re flect Scrip ture. In a let ter to George Spalatin, he
wrote:

[Our] plan is to fol low the ex am ple of the
proph ets and the an cient church fa thers of the
church, and to com pose Psalms for the peo ple
[in the] ver nac u lar, that is, spir i tual songs, so
that the Word of God may be among the peo ple
also in the form of mu sic.  There fore we are
search ing ev ery where for po ets.  Since you are
en dowed with a wealth [of knowl edge] and el e -
gance [in han dling] the Ger man lan guage, and
since you have pol ished [your Ger man] through 
much use, I ask you to work with us on this pro -
ject; try to adapt one of the Psalms for use as a
hymn, as you see [I have done] in this ex am ple. 
But I would like to avoid any new words or the
lan guage used at the court.  In or der to be un der -
stood by the peo ple, only the sim plest and the

most com mon words should be used for sing -
ing; at the same time, how ever, they should be
pure and apt; and fur ther, the sense should be
clear and as close as pos si ble to the Psalm. 2 

Lu ther be lieved that the text should be un der stand -
able to the masses, yet he was also con cerned that they
re main true to the Word of God and ac cu rately re flect
Bib li cal The ol ogy when he says, “the sense should be
clear and as close as pos si ble to the Psalm.”  There fore,
a song which did not boldly pro claim the truth of Scrip -
ture and Christ was not part of Lu ther’s view of Chris -
tian mu sic.  This is in line with Colossians 3:16 which
in di cates that mu sic should be rich in the Word of God.

Lu ther viewed the Psalms as pre sent ing a def i nite
mu si cal style.  In his trea tise on the last words of Da vid,
he noted thus:

Yes, his [Da vid’s] great de light im pels him to
com pose beau ti ful and sweet psalms and to sing 
lovely and joy ous songs, both to praise and to
thank God in his hap pi ness and to serve his
fellowmen by stim u lat ing and teach ing them. 
Thus Da vid in the fact here that he has in dited
many ex qui site, sweet, and me lo di ous psalms
about the prom ised Mes siah, which should be

Mu sic is a fair and glo ri ous gift of
God …I am strongly per suaded
that af ter the ol ogy there is no art
that can be placed on a level with
mu sic; for be sides the ol ogy, mu sic
is the only art ca pa ble of af ford ing
peace and joy of the heart …the
devil flees be fore the sound of mu -
sic al most as much as be fore the
Word of God.

1 Luther’s Works, Edited by Jaroslav Pelikan and translated  by Martin Bertram, vol. 13, First Lectures on the Psalms, Psalms
1-75, (St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1956), p. 5.

2 Luther’s Works, Edited and translated by Gottfried G. Krodel.  General Editor is Helmut Lehmann. vol. 49, Letters II, Letter
to Louis Senfl, (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1972), pp. 68-69
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sung in Is rael to the praise of God, and, in fact,
have been sung there, in which, si mul ta neously,
both ex cel lent proph ecy and a lofty mean ing has
been preached and im parted to the peo ple of Is -
rael.  And as Da vid ini ti ated the writ ing of the
Psalms and made this a vogue, many oth ers were
in spired by his ex am ple and be came proph ets. 
These fol lowed in Da vid’s foot steps and also
con trib uted beau ti ful psalms; for ex am ple, the
Sons of Korah, Heman, Asaph, etc.

When Da vid uses the word sweet, he is not think -
ing only of the sweet ness and the calm of the
Psalms from a gram mat i cal and mu si cal point of
view, of ar tis tic and eu pho ni ous words, of me lo -
di ous songs and notes, of beau ti ful text and beau -
ti ful tune; but he is re fer ring much more to the
the ol ogy they con tain, to the spir i tual mean ing. 
That ren ders the Psalms lovely and sweet, for
they are a so lace to all sad dened and wretched
con sciences, en snared in the fear of sin, in the
tor ture and ter ror of death, and in all sorts of ad -
ver sity and mis ery.  To such hearts, the Book of
Psalms is a sweet and de light ful song be cause it
sings of and pro claims the Mes siah even when a
per son does not sing the notes, but merely re cites
and pro nounces the words.  And yet the mu sic, or 
the notes, which are a won der ful cre ation and gift 
of God, help ma te ri ally in this, es pe cially when
the peo ple sing along and rev er ently par tic i pate. 
In 2 Kings 3:15, we read that the spirit of proph -
ecy was aroused in the prophet Elisha by a psal -
tery, on which Psalms were ob vi ously played
af ter the man ner of Da vid.  Da vid, too, of ten ban -
ished the evil spirit of Saul or re strained and sub -
dued it with his lyre, as we read in 1 Sam 16:23. 
For the evil spirit is ill at ease wher ever God’s
Word is sung or preached in true faith.  He is a
spirit of gloom and can not abide where he finds a
spir i tu ally happy heart, that is, where the heart
re joices in God and in His Word.  3 

Lu ther viewed the style of mu sic which is in line
with the fruits of the Spirit when he de scribes the mu sic
of Da vid in the Psalms as “beau ti ful and sweet, lovely
and joy ous … ex qui site, sweet, and me lo di ous psalms
… me lo di ous songs … and beau ti ful tune … sweet and
de light ful song.”  This is in line with Galatians 5:22-23
and Philippians 4:8.

Lu ther viewed the lyr ics as both teach ing and ad -
mon ish ing when he says above, “to serve his fellowmen
by stim u lat ing and teach ing them.”  This is in line with
that which Colossians 3:16 lays out for proper lyr i cal
con tent.

Lu ther be lieved in a rev er ent at ti tude to ward mu sic.  
In the quote above, he states, “And yet the mu sic, or the
notes, which are a won der ful cre ation and gift of God,
help ma te ri ally in this, es pe cially when the peo ple sing
along and rev er ently par tic i pate.” This is in line with
He brews 12:28 as noted ear lier.  This is fur ther em pha -
sized when oth ers were at Lu ther’s house and one of
them laughed at sing ing a song.  Lu ther re sponded:

Mu sic does n’t sound right when there is laugh -
ter in con nec tion with it, for mu sic is in tended to 
cheer the spirit.  The mouth gets plea sure from
it.  If one sings dil i gently, the soul, which is lo -
cated in the body, plays and de rives spe cial
plea sure from it. 4

Lu ther viewed mu sic as pow er ful in and of it self
apart from the words.  He states above, “In 2 Kings 3:15, 
we read that the spirit of proph ecy was aroused in the
prophet Elisha by a psal tery, on which Psalms were ob -
vi ously played af ter the man ner of Da vid.  Da vid, too,
of ten ban ished the evil spirit of Saul or re strained and
sub dued it with his lyre, as we read in 1 Sam 16:23.” 
This is fur ther em pha sized in a let ter to Louis Senfl,
where he said: 

Those, how ever, who are not moved [by mu sic]
I be lieve are def i nitely like stumps [of wood]
and blocks of stone.  For we know that mu sic,
too, is odi ous and un bear able to de mons.  In -
deed I plainly judge, and do not hes i tate to af -
firm, that ex cept for the ol ogy there is no art that
could be put on the same level with mu sic, since
ex cept for the ol ogy [mu sic] alone pro duces
what oth er wise only the ol ogy can do, namely, a
calm and joy ful dis po si tion.  Man i fest proof [of
this is the fact] that the devil, the cre ator of sad -
den ing cares and dis qui et ing wor ries, takes
flight at the sound of mu sic al most [as much as]
he takes flight at the word of the ol ogy.  This is
the rea son why the proph ets did not make use of
any art ex cept mu sic, when set ting forth their
the ol ogy . . . so that they held the ol ogy and mu -
sic most tightly con nected, and pro claimed truth 

3 Luther’s Works, Edited by Jaroslav Pelikan, translated by Martin Bertram.  vol. 15, Treatise on the Last Words of David, 2
Sam. 23:1-7, (St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1972),  pp. 273-274

4 Luther’s Works, Edited and Translated  by Theodore G. Tappert.  General editor is Helmut Lehmann, Table Talk, vol. 54,
(Philadelphia:  Fortress Press, 1967), p. 420.
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through Psalms and songs. 5 

Lu ther did not be lieve that mu sic was on the same
level as the writ ten Word of God be cause he says, “The
devil, the cre ator of sad den ing cares and dis qui et ing
wor ries, takes flight at the sound of mu sic al most [as
much as] he takes flight at the word of the ol ogy.” He did 
view it as a gift from God and right be hind Scrip ture, yet 
not on par with Scrip ture.

Lu ther be lieved that mu sic had a power to in cite,
but even this power must be un der the con trol of the
Holy Spirit.  Com menting on the ti tle of Psalm 4:1, “To
vic tory with in stru ments, a psalm of Da vid,” he noted
this:

Or could this Psalm not be sung, or per haps was
it not sup posed to be sung, ex cept with loud
noise, so that it was nec es sary to in di cate this by 
means of a pre scribed ti tle? . . . Whether they
sing or not, why was it nec es sary to say “for
vic tory”?  Be sides, since King Da vid set up ev -
ery thing most de voutly for de vo tion rather than
for noise (since it is writ ten, ‘Da vid danced and
sang with his whole heart,’ and it does not say,
‘in full cry’), it is more be liev able that he or -
dered them to sing with mod er a tion, uni formly,
and har mo ni ously.  The psalms and mu sic have
been de signed to arouse de vo tion.  But if they
are han dled with ex ces sive noise, they quench
the spirit rather than re store it. 6 (Un der lining
Mine)

Lu ther did not view mu sic as amoral, but a def i nite
sound and style at tached to it which is in line with god li -
ness.  It was also to pro duce the fruit of the Spirit in the
lis tener, as he states in the pre vi ous quote, “since ex cept
for the ol ogy [mu sic] alone pro duces what oth er wise
only the ol ogy can do, namely, a calm and joy ful
disposition.”

It is ob vi ous that Lu ther held a high view of Chris -
tian mu sic and re al ized that it could be used to en able
the Spirit of God within peo ple or stir up the power of
the flesh.  It is ob vi ous that Lu ther would re ject most of
to day's Chris tian mu sic.

Pastor Jim Haga

“Pray without ceasing.” (I Thess. 5:16)
In the year 1925 a group of Chris tian peo ple, three

pas tors and sev eral men and women, or ga nized a so ci -
ety which was first called “The In de pend ent Lu theran
Gos pel Mis sion,”  and met once a month for prayer. 
When the “Morn ing Glory” pa per be came a re al ity, the
name of this so ci ety was changed to “The Morn ing
Glory Prayer League.”  A hall was then rented and meet -
ings were held ev ery Sunday af ter noon at four o’clock. 
These meet ings were con ducted in the same style as an
in ner mis sion meet ing, with much em pha sis on in ter ces -
sory prayer.  The spir i tual gifts were used, some souls
were saved, and a true Chris tian fel low ship de vel oped
spir i tual strength and cour age.  Much money was also
col lected and given to var i ous mis sions, such as the
Amer i can Mis sion to Lepers, the Su dan Mis sion, and
the Congo Gos pel Mis sion, and oth ers.

This group kept its meet ings go ing un til the Lu -
theran Home Res cue Mis sion of Chi cago was or ga -
nized.  The Morn ing Glory Prayer League meet ings
were then given up and some of the mem bers be came
ac tive work ers in the Res cue Mis sion.  This was also in
an swer to prayer.  The other mem bers are ac tive work ers 
in var i ous churches, but con duct ser vices in this Mis sion 
at times.  The Morn ing Glory Prayer League did what
they pos si bly could to pro mote the “Morn ing Glory” pa -
per, both with money and oth er wise.

“What a fel low ship, what a joy di vine, Lean ing on
the Ev er last ing Arms!”  May we con tinue to lean on the
Ev er last ing Arms un til our la bor here is ended, then we
shall, to gether with all the saints of God, march into the
city, whose Builder and Maker is God.

THE MORNING GLORY PRAYER LEAGUE
“Living Water” By Edward Nelson, 

printed sometime in the 1940’s?

Ed i tor: These are some of the ear li est re cords about the
for ma tion of the Hauge Innermission, and the Morn ing
Glory that I have found.  It’s been a joy to read this lit tle
book, and I plan to share por tions of it over the next sev -
eral months.  We in deed have a Godly her i tage, lets pray 
that our gen er a tion keeps it alive. 

5 Luther’s Works, Edited and translated by Gottfried G. Krodel.  Edited by Helmut Lehmann. vol. 49, Letters II, Letter to Louis 
Senfl, (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1972), pp. 427-428.

6 Luther’s Works, Edited by Hilton C. Oswald.  Translated  by  Herbert Bouman. vol. 10, First Lectures on the Psalms, Psalms
1-75, (St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1974),  p. 42.



Discernment

“And in the morning, ‘There will be a storm
today, for the sky is red and threatening.  ‘Do
you know how to discern the appearance of the
sky, but cannot discern the signs of the times?’”  
(Matthew 16:3)

Lack Of Dis cern ment

Je sus de scribes dis cern ment above as be ing able to
tell the dif fer ence be tween the color of the sky and what
weather will hap pen as a re sult of that.  But no tice that Je -
sus says that even though peo ple can do that, they can’t
tell the dif fer ence be tween spir i tual things based upon
what they see.  The root mean ing of the word that is trans -
lated dis cern is “judge through.”   It is trans lated also as
“dis crim i nate,” “judge,” “rec og nize,” or “make a dis tinc -
tion.”  It means that you can tell the dif fer ence be tween
things that are good and right and from God and those
which are not.

I think that dis cern ment is one of the most lack ing
qual i ties in the Chris tian Church to day.  It seems like any -
thing with the name of Je sus on it is viewed as be ing a le -
git i mate per son or min is try or teach ing.  To day, more
than ever, more and more peo ple are go ing to all man ner
of ex tremes and lead ing peo ple to be lieve that some thing
is a true work of God when many times it is not, and the
peo ple can’t tell the dif fer ence be cause they have lit tle or
no dis cern ment.  Je sus Him self said,  “Be ware of the false 
proph ets, who come to you in sheep’s cloth ing, but in -
wardly are rav en ous wolves.”  (Mat thew 7:15)  Je sus had to
tell this to us be cause peo ple can’t tell the dif fer ence be -
tween true proph ets and false proph ets.  “Not ev ery one
who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will en ter the king dom of
heaven; but he who does the will of My Fa ther who is in
heaven.”  He went on to show us how lit tle these peo ple
can be dis cerned.  “Many will say to Me on that day,
‘Lord, Lord, did we not proph esy in Your name, and in
Your name cast out de mons, and in Your name per form
many mir a cles?’  “And then I will de clare to them, ‘I
never knew you; de part from Me, you who prac tice law -
less ness.’”  (Mat thew 7:21-23)  The false proph ets them -
selves could n’t dis cern they were in er ror and the peo ple
who saw them could not dis cern them ei ther.  Af ter all,
they had the name of Je sus upon them and they had the
name of Je sus upon their min is try with ap par ent re sults! 
The goal of many min is tries to day is to make peo ple
happy and cre ate an at mo sphere where this is all that is
pres ent.  There can be great crowds fol low ing even ear -
nest peo ple which is not from God and not di rected or
anointed by the Spirit of God.

Can you tell the dif fer ence?

True Dis cern ment

True dis cern ment must come from God by faith apart 
from what we per ceive with our nat u ral senses.  The
Scrip ture says, “For ev ery one who par takes only of milk
is not ac cus tomed to the word of righ teous ness, for he is a 
babe.  But solid food is for the ma ture, who be cause of
prac tice have their senses trained to dis cern good and
evil.”  (He brews 5:13-14)   We see in these 2 verses the prob -
lem and the so lu tion.

The prob lem is that many peo ple in Chris tian work
are babes in Christ, or not con verted at all.  They might
have said the sin ner’s prayer or some thing sim i lar, but
there was not the deep work of the Holy Spirit to bring
real con vic tion of sin, true re pen tance; or a real faith in
Je sus that sur ren ders to Him as Lord and Sav ior.  The
lives of these peo ple is very shal low spir i tu ally, and lit tle
dif fer ent from the world.

The so lu tion’s first step is to study the Word of Righ -
teous ness.  The car nal peo ple are ac cus tomed to just the
milk of the Word, mean ing just the el e men tary prin ci ples. 
It is re ferred to as “solid food,” in com par i son to just milk
for ba bies.  This solid food is con tains the Whole Coun cil
of God and all that He does for you, as well as all that He
de mands of you.  It will lead to a righ teous life in Christ,
not one that ex cuses or ex plains away car nal liv ing. 
“There fore, hav ing these prom ises, be loved, let us cleanse
our selves from all de file ment of flesh and spirit, per fect ing
ho li ness in the fear of God.”  (2 Co rin thi ans 7:1) Many
so-called Chris tians to day re coil at such a state ment as this
and re ject it as le gal ism, even though it is a Bib li cal com -
mand di rectly from the New Tes ta ment.

The so lu tion’s sec ond step is to have your senses
trained to dis cern good ver sus evil.  Your senses are the
nat u ral func tions of your soul:  Hear ing and Seeing; and
also in cludes your feel ings.  Training means that you
must go through dif fer ent sit u a tions and get it right some
times and get it wrong some times; un til you can tell the
right way.  This is why it in volves much prac tice.  Your
heart must learn to iden tify the true Work and Voice of the 
Holy Spirit.  He wants you to learn this so that you don’t
stum ble through your Chris tian life fol low ing things that
bring you lower spir i tu ally, in stead of higher spir i tu ally.  

Je sus told us in ad vance that in the end times de cep -
tion will be ram pant and ad mon ishes us to see that we
aren’t de ceived.  “And Je sus an swered and said unto
them, Take heed that no man de ceive you.”  (Mat thew 24:4)

This was the first thing that Je sus an swered when He was
ques tioned by the dis ci ples about the signs of His com ing 
and the end of the world.  You will need much dis cern -
ment in these last days to keep from be ing de ceived.

Can you tell the dif fer ence?
Pas tor Jim Haga
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Home and Family

Honor Fa ther and Mother!

Par ents!  You ought to be in the Lord.  Fa thers! 
Give your chil dren the Lord’s dis ci pline and in struc tion. 
Children!  Honor your par ents in the Lord.  (Ephe sians
6:1–4)

There is much that is wrong in this world, but the
worst is surely that peo ple live out side the fel low ship of
the Lord.  And it is es pe cially griev ous when un con verted 
par ents bring chil dren into the world.  If they have any
sense oth er wise, they usu ally wish that their chil dren will
be come re spect able peo ple, even though they them selves 
are not.  “The chil dren should go to Sunday school,”  they 
say, “for a lit tle re li gion does them good.”  Nat u rally –
mother and fa ther them selves man age just fine with out
church and God now.  They had enough of that sort of
thing when they were chil dren.  Now they have grown up
– and god less!  Poor blind par ents!

I took two fine boys to Sunday school the other day. 
Yes in deed, the chil dren were ab so lutely to go to school,
for that was the cus tom at home.  But the mother her self
stood in the home with hid eous, red cheeks – blood-red –
long nails, and a cig a rette in her mouth.  I won der
whether such women think they are beau ti ful?  It is as
ugly as any thing can be!

Should chil dren then obey such par ents?  Should the
boy run to the sa loon now and then for a bot tle of beer? 
No – here the child must learn to obey God rather than
men.  It is in the Lord that you are to obey your par ents! 
There fore hear this, all you par ents:  are you in the Lord? 
Poor you, who must give ac count on the great day of the
Lord if you led your chil dren astray.

A young man stood be fore the court and was to be
sen tenced for a crime he had com mit ted.  Sud denly he
caught sight of his mother sit ting among those pres ent. 
Then he cried out loudly:  “This is your fault, mother; for
you thought it was well done the first time I stole po ta -
toes!”

As be liev ing par ents it is our duty to give our chil -
dren the Lord’s dis ci pline and in struc tion.  Chil dren are
quite fond of teach ing their par ents some new, mod ern 
com mand ments that are not writ ten in the Bi ble.  And
then the par ents let the chil dren have their way in or der to
“have peace.”  Yes, there will be a peace of sorts when a
whole crowd of lit tle trolls run here and there and do as
they please al most all night.  And then co mes the curse. 
Be sure of it – the curse co mes.

Honor your fa ther and your mother!  Then it shall go

well with you, and you shall live long on the earth. 
Praised be the name of the Lord for the truth of this prom -
ise.  Thou sands can tes tify that this word is true.  What a
bless ing has shone over life through the years where there 
was obe di ence and self-sac ri fice be tween chil dren and
par ents.

A wild, dis obe di ent girl brought flow ers to her sick
mother in the hos pi tal.  The nurse, who knew of the
mother’s prayers for this daugh ter, said to the girl:  “I will
give these flow ers to your mother in a few days, when
they have with ered.”

“No,”  said the girl, “let mother have them now at
once, while they are fresh.”

Then the be liev ing nurse said:  “You think your
mother should have these flow ers while they are fresh,
but you your self will not give your heart to God while
you are young.  You want to wait un til sin has set its mark
upon you, and un til your mother goes sor row ing to the
grave.”  This set the girl think ing, and she be gan to seek
the Lord.

A man stood by his mother’s grave here in Chi cago
and sobbed:  “Oh mother, mother!”  Those were his last
croc o dile tears.  His mother had been alive for sev enty
years, but he had given her noth ing but sor row.

Here sits a joy ful, old mother.  Her smile is as bright
as the sun.  Lis ten to her swan song:  “The Lord is a won -
der ful God!  Oh, I am so well, so well!  My chil dren are
all so kind to me.”

“When wounds from life’s deep bat tles he, old and
weary, sees around him, to ward the won ders of the
heaven of chil dren he longs more and more. He came
upon the child-wings of the soul; his life fell within the
child’s ring:  as such he drifts away, and lives.”

 Sin and Atonement, R.P. Haakonson 1920s?

The Pri or ity of Prayer
“We are too busy to pray, and so we are too
busy to have power.  We have a great deal of ac -
tiv ity, but we ac com plish lit tle; many ser vices
but few con ver sions; much ma chin ery, but few
re sults.”  R. A. Torrey

“There is noth ing that makes us love a man so
much as pray ing for him.”  Wil liam Law

“Ask and it shall be given unto you, seek and
you shall find, knock, and the door will be
opened unto you.”  The Lord Je sus Christ



Is Conversion Necessary?
“Prob lems of Young Chris tians”

In re la tion to the ques tion as to whether or not a per -
son is a Chris tian, many young peo ple are trou bled about
the mat ter of con ver sion.  And so we get ques tions like
these:  “Is con ver sion nec es sary?  Must I have ex pe ri -
enced a def i nite pass ing over from death to life?  Must I
be able to point to an ex act time and place when I be came
a Chris tian?” 

Let us look at this mat ter. 

As Lu ther ans, with our prac tice of In fant Bap tism,
we be lieve that the Chris tian life be gins in Bap tism.  In
re ply to the ques tion, ‘What gifts or ben e fits does Bap -
tism be stow?  Lu ther gives the fol low ing an swer:  “It
works for give ness of sins, de liv ers from death and the
devil, and gives ev er last ing sal va tion to all who be lieve,
as the word and prom ise of God de clare.” 

The spir i tual life im planted in the young child by
God in Bap tism is of course in un de vel oped form.  If it is
to live and grow and ex pand, it must be nour ished and
tended.  Hence the su per la tive im por tance of Chris tian
in struc tion and train ing in the home and the church.  It is a 
ter ri ble thing to con tem plate that many bap tized chil dren
ac tu ally starve to death spir i tu ally be cause they are not
be ing prop erly fed with the bread of God’s Word given in
such a man ner as is suit able to their years. 

How ever, if prop erly taken care of in his soul life, the 
bap tized child should de velop step by step into the es tate
of a con scious life with God, in such case no con ver sion
is nec es sary.  Con ver sion lit er ally means a turn ing about,
so that if a Chris tian child should be con verted, it would
mean that he would be come a non-Chris tian. 

But, you ask, is it pos si ble for a bap tized child to re -
main in his bap tis mal cov e nant?  Yes, by God’s grace and 
power it is pos si ble.  Sam uel, Jer e miah, John the Bap tist,
Tim o thy, are Bib li cal char ac ters, cir cum cised or bap tized
in child hood, con cern ing whom we have def i nite rea sons
to be lieve that they re mained al ways in fel low ship with
God.  No tice this state ment of Paul con cern ing Tim o thy: 
“From a child thou hast known the Holy Scrip tures,
which are able to make thee wise unto sal va tion through
faith which is in Christ Je sus” (2 Tim. 3:15). 

In some cases:  how ever – yes, in far too many – we
are com pelled by the ev i dences to be lieve that there has
been a fall ing away from God to such an ex tent that the
bap tized per sons, young or old, are no lon ger real, liv ing
Chris tians.  Then con ver sion is ab so lutely nec es sary if
the per son is again to be a Chris tian.  There must be a de -
cided change in such a life; there must be a turn ing about;
there must be a pass ing over from dark ness to light, from

the power of Sa tan unto God; there must be a con vic tion
of and sor row for sin and a turn ing away from sin to God
for for give ness for Christ’s sake and a res o lu tion to live a
life in har mony with His will.  If a con ver sion does not
take place in the case of one who has def i nitely fallen
away from his bap tis mal cov e nant, he con tin ues to re -
main out side of a liv ing fel low ship with Christ, 

This does not mean that a per son should be able to
tell ex actly the time or place or man ner of his con ver sion.  
Some Chris tians are able to do that; oth ers not.  The Spirit 
of God works in many dif fer ent ways.  Not all con ver sion 
ex pe ri ences are cast in the same mold.  The im por tant
ques tion is not when or how a per son was con verted, but
whether he is now liv ing in a state of grace, daily seek ing
for give ness of sins and strength to live the Chris tian life. 

(Ed i tor: These next para graphs gets to the heart of the 
mat ter. Has the child had “an ex pe ri ence of sin and
grace.”  This was main line Lu theran teach ing even into
the early 1970’s. )

Now let us re turn to him who has re mained in his
bap tis mal cov e nant.  It was stated above that no con ver -
sion ex pe ri ence is re quired in his case.  And that is true. 
But some time in his life he has a re li gious ex pe ri ence
which we may term a spir i tual awak en ing—a com ing to
con scious ness in the mat ter of his per sonal re la tion to
God.  There co mes a time when he con sciously faces the
ques tions:  Am I a Chris tian?  Do I want to con tinue to be
a Chris tian?  Up to that point his re li gious life has been
that of a child.  As a re sult of Chris tian en vi ron ment and
train ing he has gone along in the way of the Chris tian life, 
say ing his prayers, ob serv ing forms of wor ship, and the
like.  But there co mes a time when these things be come
per sonal mat ters, when he faces the prob lem of do ing
things Chris tian from choice rather than be cause of mere
habit or train ing; a time when, for in stance, he re ally
prays and not merely says prayers.

Now a sig nif i cant point to be noted is this, that in
such a con scious de ci sion to live the Chris tian life the es -
sen tial el e ments are the same as in a con ver sion ex pe ri -
ence, namely, an ex pe ri ence of sin and grace.  Such a
spir i tu ally awak ened young Chris tian be comes con -
sciously aware of sin and con sciously sorry for sin and
faces the choice of whether or not con sciously to ask God 
for for give ness and trust Him for it on the ba sis of
Christ’s re deem ing work for him.  If the de ci sion is the
right one, his con scious Chris tian life be gins from that
time on. 

While the age for such a spir i tual awak en ing or de ci -
sion var ies greatly, it is rea son able to as sume that in the
ma jor ity of cases the ex pe ri ence co mes be fore the usual
age for con fir ma tion.  The rite of con fir ma tion re ally pre -
sup poses this.  In some cases, no doubt it co mes much
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later.  As in the case of a con ver sion ex pe ri ence, the spir i -
tual awak en ing var ies, of course, greatly as to mode. 
With some it is sud den and de ci sive, with oth ers it may be 
more grad ual and less def i nite.  But again the im por tant
ques tion is not how and when, but whether the in di vid ual
is now liv ing in a con scious state of grace.

So the an swer to the ques tion, Is Con ver sion Nec es -
sary?  It depends on the pre vi ous state of the in di vid ual
in volved, as in di cated above; but in any adult con scious
Chris tian life these el e ments must be pres ent:  con vic tion
of, and sor row for sin, and an ap pro pri a tion of the Grace
of God in Christ Je sus. 

Martin Hegland PH. D., Religion Dean at St. Olaf
College, Augsburg Pub lishing House, 1932

Book one: What Prayer Is , (Part 3)

Help less ness: The First Mark of True Prayer

What spir i tual con di tion does God rec og nize as true
prayer?  At its heart, it is help less ness.  Only the help less
can truly pray.  Prayer is or dained as a ref uge for those
who have ex hausted ev ery other means, a fi nal turn ing to
God.  Even through out the Chris tian life, the deep est,
most ef fec tive prayers arise from a sense of ut ter de pend -
ence.  El o quence or rit ual can not sub sti tute for the hum -
ble ad mis sion of need.  Prayer and help less ness are
in sep a ra ble.

This truth com forts those who feel lost, un sure how
to pray, or bur dened by sin and dis trac tion.  The hon est
soul of ten hes i tates be fore God, fear ing its own im pu rity
or ques tion ing whether it truly de sires de liv er ance from
luke warm ness.  Yet this very help less ness—strug gling
against a di vided na ture—is it self a prayer.  Word less and
pow er less though it may seem, it reaches God di rectly
and prompts His re sponse, just as the man sick of the
palsy’s si lent need stirred di vine ac tion.

Even a mother un der stands the power of help less de -
pend ence.  An in fant can not form words but cries out in
need; of ten, even sight alone suf fices to touch the
mother’s heart.  So our help less ness reaches God’s heart. 
Day and night, He at tends to it, re spond ing cease lessly
with mercy.  Just as a de voted mother cares for her child
re gard less of com pre hen sion or re sis tance, so God lov -
ingly sus tains His frail, er ring chil dren.

This care ex tends even to the un con verted.  Many
imag ine God in dif fer ent or hos tile, yet Scrip ture por trays
a God who pours sun and rain upon the just and un just
alike.  Christ prayed for His en e mies and wept over a city
be yond res cue, re veal ing a love that en com passes both
tem po ral and spir i tual needs.  He re sponds to the help -

less ness of all hearts, even when they flee from Him. 
Prayer is for the help less, but help less ness must re main
open to God’s aid.

Con sider the sin ner who no lon ger flees God.  Stand -
ing in His light, the soul sees its sin, re bel lion, and aver -
sion to Scrip ture.  Weak-willed and prone to sin, it cries
out yet per ceives no im me di ate an swer.  Feel ing aban -
doned, it may doubt the ef fec tive ness of its prayers.  Yet
this help less cry is pre cisely the stron gest ap peal.  God
heard the first hon est plea and con tin ues to in cline His
ear, watch ing for the heart that turns in de pend ence.

Prayer does not com pel God to act; rather, it is the
soul’s re sponse to Christ knock ing at the heart’s door. 
Help less ness opens that door.  To pray is to ad mit Je sus
into our dis tress. His work be gins even be fore we per -
ceive His pres ence or an swer.  Of ten, we ex pect im me di -
ate peace, as sur ance, or joy.  When these fail to ap pear,
we mis in ter pret God’s ac tion.  Yet, like Pe ter at the foot-
wash ing, we of ten do not yet see what God is ac com -
plish ing.  “What I do thou knowest not now; but thou
shalt un der stand here af ter,” He as sures.

Help less ness must never hin der prayer.  It is its se cret 
power and a gift from God.  Only when we ad mit our
help less ness do we truly open our hearts to Christ and al -
low Him to act ac cord ing to His mercy.  From heaven’s
per spec tive, prayers that seem weak or halt ing may carry
greater weight than flu ent, con fi dent ones.  Con fused,
bro ken, and shame-filled prayers may cause re joic ing be -
fore God.

This ex pe ri ence of ten be gins at the on set of the
Chris tian life.  As God hum bles the heart, crush ing
self-suf fi ciency, emo tions are stirred – not merely be -
cause all is new, but be cause God is in com pre hen si ble. 
Con fronted with His in scru ta bil ity, the awak ened sin ner
asks pain ful ques tions:  Why no peace?  Why un an -
swered cries?  Suf fer ing with out un der stand ing feels
mean ing less and pro vokes re bel lion.  Yet God’s in scru ta -
bil ity hum bles self-con fi dence and opens the heart to true 
de pend ence.

If the soul does not flee but re mains be fore God, a
mir a cle oc curs.  God draws it into fel low ship, en abling
rest de spite con fu sion.  The soul learns, by ex pe ri ence,
that help less ness is its right ful plea.  Like an in fant with
its mother, the be liever re al izes com plete de pend ence on
God in for give ness, sanc ti fi ca tion, growth, and faith ful -
ness.  Help less ness, once the source of anx i ety, be comes
the quiet, sus tain ing power of prayer.  The Spirit moves
us to pray when ever we per ceive our im po tence—to be -
lieve, love, serve, suf fer, or re sist sin.

Yet self-suf fi ciency of ten re turns.  Peace fades,
world li ness re turns, sin gains ground.  God hum bles us
re peat edly, re stor ing us to de pend ence, re stor ing prayer,



and right ing our re la tion ship with Him and oth ers. Help -
less ness, like phys i cal pa ral y sis, is ini tially un bear able. 
Later, when ac cepted, it forms hu mil ity, grat i tude, and
deep de pend ence.  It binds us to God more pro foundly
than words can ex press.

“With out me ye can do noth ing,”  Je sus teaches. 
Help less ness is the de ci sive fac tor in prayer and our en -
tire re la tion ship with God.  Ex pect ing noth ing from our -
selves, we bring ev ery thing to Him.  In do ing so, we open 
the door for God’s mighty power to work, al low ing Him
to act in our lives ac cord ing to His in fi nite mercy.  Help -
less ness is not weak ness – it is the foun da tion of true
prayer and the path to in ti mate fel low ship with God.

“It’s Fri day, But Sunday’s Com ing!” 

It’s Fri day.
Je sus is pray ing.  Pe ter’s asleep. Ju das is be tray ing—
but Sunday’s comin’! 

It’s Fri day.
Pi late’s strug gling. The coun cil is con spir ing. The
crowd is vil i fy ing – they don’t even know that
Sunday’s comin’! 

It’s Fri day.
The dis ci ples are run ning like sheep with out a shep herd. 
Mary’s cry ing. Pe ter is de ny ing – but they don’t know
that Sunday’s a comin’! 

It’s Fri day.
The Romans beat my Je sus.  They robe Him in scar let.
They crown Him with thorns – but they don’t know that
Sunday’s comin’! 

It’s Fri day.
See Je sus walk ing to Cal vary, His blood drip ping, His
body stum bling, And His spirit’s bur dened – but you
see, it’s only Fri day – Sunday’s comin’! 

It’s Fri day.
The world’s win ning.  Peo ple are sin ning, and evil’s
grin ning – 

It’s Fri day.
The sol diers nail my Sav ior’s hands to the cross; They
nail my Sav ior’s feet to the cross; and then they raise
Him up next to crim i nals – 

It’s Fri day…
But let me tell you some thing – Sunday’s comin’! 

It’s Fri day.
The dis ci ples are ques tion ing, “What has hap pened to

our King?”  And the Phar i sees are cel e brat ing that their
schem ing has been achieved – but they don’t know – it’s 
only Fri day – Sunday’s comin’! 

It’s Fri day.
He’s hang ing on the cross, feel ing for saken by His Fa -
ther, left alone and dy ing – can no body save Him?
Ooooh… It’s Fri day – But Sunday’s comin’! 

It’s Fri day.
The earth trem bles.  The sky grows dark. My King
yields His spirit.

It’s Fri day.
Hope is lost.  Death has won. Sin has con quered…and
Sa tan’s just a-laughin’

It’s Fri day.
Je sus is bur ied; a sol dier stands guard, and a rock is
rolled into place – but it’s Fri day –  It is only Fri day – 

But Sunday is a comin’!!!— S. M. Lock ridge
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UpDate
For over a 100 years, the Morn ing Glory has been in
print. What be gan in the 1920s con tin ues to day only
be cause of God’s faith ful ness and the gen er os ity of
faith ful read ers like you.

There is no sub scrip tion fee for the Morn ing Glory.
We have cho sen to keep it avail able by free will of -
fer ing so that no one is pre vented from re ceiv ing it.
How ever, it costs ap prox i mately $30 per year to as -
sem ble, print, and mail each sub scrip tion.

If this min is try has been a bless ing to you, would
you prayer fully con sider help ing sup port it? Your
gift—of any size—helps en sure that the Morn ing
Glory can con tinue reach ing hearts with Christ-cen -
tered de vo tional truth.

If you are not able to give at this time, please re ceive
it as a gift. Oth ers will help carry the cost. But if it
has been a while since you have con trib uted, we
gently en cour age you to con sider do ing so now.

You may also con sider a leg acy gift to the Hauge Lu -
theran Innermission in your will, or a di rect con tri -
bu tion from a 401(k) or IRA ac count, which can
pro vide tax ad van tages while sup port ing a min is try
you value.

Most im por tant of all, please pray for us. Pray that
we re main faith ful in pro claim ing re pen tance, re -
newal, and life in Christ. We are part ners to gether in
this work. Thank you for your prayers and for giv ing 
as the Lord en ables you.
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bring a lost sin ner to be saved and then to fol low Je sus 
in the Power of the Holy Spirit.  This is not ca sual
read ing, but ear nest di rec tion for any one want ing to
take up their cross and fol low the Lord.  Sug gested
Of fer ing:  $12.00

Infant Baptism and
Adult Conversion

This work by Ole Hallesby is
much needed in our Lu theran
cir cles to day as sal va tion solely
through bap tism is pro claimed
far and wide and peo ple are
given as sur ance at a fu neral that
the de ceased is in heaven be cause they were bap tized
as an in fant, even if they had no faith at all.  Hallesby
an swers the needed ques tions:  Is In fant Bap tism Bib -
li cal?; Do all those bap tized need to make a choice to
re pent and fol low Christ?; Is Con ver sion needed for
ev ery one, in clud ing those who were bap tized?; Can
the bap tized go lost?  Suggested Of fer ing:  $10.00.

The Hauge Library
We have the fol low ing pub li ca tions avail able for
you.  They can be or dered us ing the en ve lope in the
cen ter.  Post age will be paid by an anonymous do nor.

Altar Steps

This daily devotional was
written by Pastor R.P. Haak -
onson  and was published in
1947.  It is suitable for families
with children.  It has il lus tra -
tions from daily life, and a
strong salvation emphasis. 
Suggested offering:  $8.00.

Mirror of the Heart

This book was pub lished in
1900 by an un known au thor.  It
con tains some very ear nest
med i ta tions and fer vent prayers.
It also con tains ten very graphic 
pic tures of the hu man heart.
Sug gested Of fer ing:  $3.00.

Sinners in the Hands 
of an Angry God

Jon a than Ed wards preached this
re mark able ser mon at Enfield,
Conn. on July 8, 1741.  It was at
night while he was read ing it to a 
large con gre ga tion, that the
lights be came dim and he read
with dif fi culty, and the in flu ence 
was so great on the con gre ga tion that strong men and
women cried and screamed for mercy and even
grabbed their seats for fear they would slide into hell
that very mo ment.  Sug gested Of fer ing:  $1.00.

Spirit and Power

Ludvig Hope was a Nor we gian
lay preacher, writer, teacher and
or ga nizer.  This book is filled
with solid Bib li cal meat for
those who want to walk in depth
with the Lord.  It is writ ten from
a Lu theran piet ist ic per spec tive
and con tains 40 chap ters of ex -
po si tion on dif fer ent as pects of how God works to

Altar 
Steps 

Rev. R.P. Haakonson

SINNERSSINNERS
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of an
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     Jon a than Ed wards

INFANT
BAPTISM

AND ADULT
CONVERSION

O. HALLESBY


